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REPORT
OF THE

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
DEP.A.R'l'MENT OF 'l'HE IN'.l.'ERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN .A.FF.A.IRS,

November l, 1873.
I have the honor, in accordance with law, to forward herewith the
annual report of Indian affairs of the country.
In respect to the geueral question of civilization of Indians, the record of the year is a good one. In many of the agencies gratifying progress bas been made, as shown in increased interest in the education
of children, a disposition to labor, the desire for allotment of lands, and
in the increase of stock and ordinary farm products, and other personal
property. At other agencies serious efforts in the same direction have
developed more decidedly the difficulties wµ.icb lie in the way of progress. Among these binderances six are specially noticeable.
FIC'.l.'ION IN INDIAN RELATIONS.

First. A radical binderance is in the anomalous relation of many of the
Indian tribes to the Government, which rnquires them to be treated as
sovereign powers and wards at one and the same time. The comparative weakness of the whites made it expedient, in our early histor.v, to
deal with the wild Indian tribes as with powers -capable of self.protection and fulfilling treaty obligations, and so a kind. of fiction and absurdity has come into all onr Indian relations. We have in theory over
sixty-five independent nations within our borders~ with whom we have
entered iuto treaty relations as lrning sovereign. peoples; and at the
same time the white ap:ent is sent to control and snpervise these foreign powers, and care for them as wards of the Government. This
double condition of sovereignty and war<lsbip involves increasing difficulties and absurdities, as the traditional chieftaiu, losing· his bold
u_pon bis tribe, ceases to be distingushed for anything except for the
hon's share of goods and moneys which the Gm,•ernment endeavors to
send, through him, to his nominal subjects, and as the necessities of
the Indians, pressed on every side by civilizatiou, require more help and
greater discrimination iu the manner of distributing the tribal funds.
So far, and as rapidly as possible, all recognition of Indians in any
other relation than strictly as subjects of the Government should cease.
To provide for this, radical legislation will be required.
EVILS OF P.A.YMEN'.l.'S BY CASH ANNUI'fIES.

The second binderance, growing directly out of the first, is found in
the form ·i n which the benefactions of the Government reach the Indian. In treaties heretofore made with many of the t,ribes, large sums
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are stipulated to l>e paid in cash annuities. Facts show that ordinarily
the Iutlians who have receiYed the most mo1wy iu this form are iu the
mo t unfavorable condition for ci,·ilization. Tile bounty of the Government l1as pauperized the111, autl. in some cases bas ten<led to brutalize
mol'e tlrnn to eivilize. Tllere am i11stances wliel'e for many years tribes
base been receiving from $300 to $500 eal:lh annually to each family of
four or five person~, and i11 all sucl.J cases the ludians have made no use
of the soil which tliey possess, and are aumia,11y reduced to extreme
w:mt within a, short time after receiving annuities. These Indians would
probably barn been far better off to have Lad ouly tlieir lands, out of
which tlrny might ha.,·e dug a li\·iug~ if com1w11ed by hunger~ than to
1.Javt~received tllh; "bounty iu a form that t1:111ds to perpetuate idleness
and povel't_y. I reco111rnend that hereafter the appropriations to fulfill
these promises for am1uities of cash iu halld be made for the same
amounts, to be expe11ded, in each case, urnler tbe direction of the Secretary of t110 luterior, for purposes of civilization of tbe tribe, reserving
to the di cretion of the Secretary toe power to pay cash anuuities wheneYer, iu his jutlgmellt, it is fouml Pxpedieut.
If the ol>jectiou should l>e 111ade that this is a violation of a treaty
Htipulatiou, tlrn :rnswer is, that the Governnient is bouu<l to consiuer the
be::-;t iuterests of its wards. Aud if, in pre,·ious years, wrong methods
11:we l>eeu adopted, or if the preseut eo11dition and exigencies require a
diff'ere11t method of dea1i11g with the l11<lia11s in order to secure theirimJH'OYemeut and greatest good, thell both ju1:1tice and. humanity require
that th change be made.
·ati ·factory experim ent of this method bas been made under a
tn~aty with the Sisseton ,w<l Wahpeton Sionx, iu accordance with which
the money paid to these tribe , in p;:iyme11t for their lands sold to the
G Yer11mc11t, luwe been expeuded iu goodR aud provisions, which have
O('en i: ·ut•d to Indian' only in retnru for labor ou their part, the labor
lwi11g, iu mo t ca,e , for tbern 'elvN,; aud t.bus a, threefol<l benefit ha'
he 11 1>1 octu<'d. They have actually received the value of the money;
they lim·e received tlrn products of their own labor, and, best of all,
tile.· lrn,·e learned to labor. If a, similar u~e can be made of um' of
m~>11<~y now paid to v8grant l1H1ia11s, and practically qnaudered by them
w1thrn a few day , a huge i11centiYe to iud_ustr.Y will be gained.
1

WA '£ OF l DIVIDU.AL PROPER'l'Y-RIGHTS.

l'h' fonr h hin 1 ran · i: th au. 11
f law for Indian . · Tb . fir:t
·ou<litit 11 f ·iYilizati u i · pr t ·tiou f lif au l pr p rty tllrongb tll
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administration of law. As the Indians are taken out of their wild life,
the_y leave behind them the force attaching to the distinctive tribal
condition. The chiefs inevitablv lose their power over Indians in proportion as the latter corne in contact with the Government or ·witll
white settlers, until their government becomes, in most cases, a mere
form~ without power of coercion and restrnint. Their authority is
founded only on "the consent of tlle governed," and only as they pander
to the whims or vices of the young men of the tribe can they gain such
consent. As a police restraint upon lawlessness they are of no avail,
being themsclYes subject to tbe control of the worst element in the tribe.
Au Indian mnrderiug another lndian is aeconnta,ble only to the law of ,
retaliation. The State authorities do not concern themselves in punishing the murders among· Iudia11s, even when such murder is committed
under toe shadow of their criminal courts.
I submit, for the consideratiou of the honorable SPcretary, whether it i8
uot necessary that crirnPR ampng- Indians shall be defined by United
States law, aud made pn11ishable before United Stat<:1s courts. or whether
it mn.v not be practicable to io,vest ma,gisterial powers in agents and
superintendeuts, by which they may summon ajury among- the Indians
or other persons residi11g at the .flgencies by anthority of law, before
whom auy serious offem,e a.~·ainst law and order may be tried. Such a
court would be the begiuniu;{ of a<lministrat.ion of just.ice, out of t,he
workings of which would gTadually g-row a code of laws, which would
cover these cases arising· in the Iodian country, and come to be enforced
by a police among themselves .
.At the same time, amplP pro\'ision should be made for the prosecution
of citizens who a,ttempt to encroach upon the rights of Indians, or to
debauch them by the sale of intoxicating liquors. 'rite employment of
detectivt1R, through the Department of Justice, has worked satisfactorily, so far as the limite,l appropriation of last yt>:ar has allowed. The
<li'fficult.v of securing condction of parties who are known to be engaged
in selliug wliis ky to fo<liirns, makes the prosecution, when attempted by
the agent alone, expem;ive and more frpquently unsuccessful. In order
to iudnce information and secure efficiency in these prosecutions, I recom111end that :::;uch legislation lJe procured as will insure to the informant
all flues a.rising· from conviction under the law.
REFUSAL OF INDIA.NS TO REMA.IN ON RESERV .A TIONS.

T}rn fifth hinderance, the persistent refurnl of a portion· of some of the
tribes to remain upon their reseryation according to treaty. has been
maiul,y e.xperieuced with five tribes, vi~, th~ Sioux, Arapahoes, Oheyeuuas, K10~as, a!1d Oor~anches. ~ por~1011 of _the Arapahoes aud Cheyennes are identified with the Sioux rn then· depredations. The remaiuuer are living on a reservation in the Iud.ian Territory.
RIOUX.

The actual depredations committed by the Sioux have been comparatively few, but c1 portion of the tribe have assumed a hostile attitude
toward the Government by attacking the surveying expedition on the
Northern Pacific Railroad. According· to the best information of this
office, the g-reater number of India11s enf.rng-ed iv these hostilities were
a l>a11d of Northern Sioux, who have hitherto declined to t,reat with the
~ovemrnent, and witb tbern a large rP-enforcemeut from dift'erent agencies along the Missouri Ri rnr, as also from Spotted Tail's and Red
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Clo1H.ll camps. There is no doubt that the majority of the Indians
whom General Stanley encountered. in Dakota have been at different
tim . iu the year on reservations, and have drawn rations from the
Gornrnmeut, some occasionally aud some regularly. It is to be regrette<l that these hosWes could not ba,ye been met and defeated by
military force. Their actual punishment, in the loss of four or five warriors, was so slight that they seem to regard it at least a drawn fight,
if uot a victory on their side. ~rhe Sioux at Red 01011<1 and Spotted
Tail agencies have also assumed impudent manners and made hostile
threa~s, which have prevented the proper administration of agency
affairs. It has been impossible for the agents to issue rations upon
actual count of lodges, the Indians refusing to have a count made, and
demanding the issue of rations upon tbe returns brought in by tbem:se1Yes. The a.gents, not having a force at hand to restrain the dem_ands
of the ln<liaus, have been obliged to yield, and, as a consequence, there
has often been over-issue, and the lrHlial!s have grown bold by successful re ' i ' tance to authority. Sncb a course of treatment is unwise and
Un 'afe.

Ilitherto the military bave refrained from going on this reservation
becan e of the express terms of the treaty with the Sioux, in which it is
Hp:reed that no military force shall be brought over the line. I respectfully recommend tbat pro,i. ion be made at once for placing at each of
the ' ioux reservations a military force sufficient to enable the ageuts to
euforce re pect for their _a uthority, and to conduct agency affairs in an
or<1er1y mmmer. Also, that all Sioux Iudian:s be required to re111ain on
the ionx re, ervation, au<l tlrnt any found off, or refusing to come in a11d
tr •at with tbe Government, be forced iu an<l brought to obedience by
the military. I am confident that steady progress towards civilization
i b ino- made at the different agencies among the Sioux, and, if the turhul 11t Cll -'111ent of tlli nation can be subdued, the question whether they
c, n be. i11du ·ed to live quietly and to adopt habits of civilization, so as
to l> come elf-supportiug, will be one only of time and patience.
If it ' llould becollle ueces 'ar,v to reduce the hostile portion of these
' i n ' to nl.>1ni ' ion by military force, the Government will find faithful
ai1<1 effici 11t allies in tl10 , everal Indian tribes around, the Crow , Black
F<.'<•t, Gro,' Ventre , and Arick,~ree~. From these Indians a sufficient
11_nrnlJ 'l' of scout can be e111i ·ted to break the power of the Sioux at1

)II.
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KIOWAS AND COMANCHES.

The Kiowas and Comanches are affiliated in like manner as the
Arapahoes and Cheyennes, occupying a common reservation with the
same agency. The conduct of the Kiowas during the past year has
been comparatively exemplary, under promise of receiving their chiefs
Satanta and Big Tree. These prisoners were in the executive control
of the governor ot Texas, and, on account of the peculiar atrocity of the
crimes of which they were convicted, there was strong opposition on
the part of the citizens of Texas to t,heir release. But the pledge of the
Government having been given to the Kiowas, ana the Kiowas having
reason to expect its fulfillment because of their own good conduct for
the year past, an appeal was made to the courtesy of the governor of
Texas to relieve the Government from its embarrassment by the release
of the prisoners; and a pledge ·was made that the Government would
use every means to protect the border of Texas, and would require the .
Comanches to surrender a certain number of raiders from their tribe who
have been depredating in Texas during the past summer. Governor
Davis accepted the pledge of the Government, in lieu of the further retention of the chiefs as a means of procuring safety for the citizens of
Texas, and Satanta and Big Tree were sent to their tribe. The following- day the Comanches were brought into council and required to surrender five (5) of their raiders. The ehiefs did not deny that some of
their young men had been raiding in .T exas, nor that they bad been
committing theft and murder, but they declared it to be impossible for
them to arrest and snrren<ler the marauders, and <lesired to have one
more trial in the way of peace. This I declined to give, except on the
conditions already made with the governor of Texas, that the raiders
should be surrendered. Some of the Comanches then volunteered to
accompany the cavalry into Texas to arrest some of their own tribe whom
they knew to be engaged at that time in plunder. A cavalry force was
at once sent out, with these Indians enlisted as scouts. But they were
unable to find the raiders, and returned without any prisoners to surrender in compliance with the requirement made npou them. The conduct of the Comanches is especially flagrant because of their soiemn
~ pledge, made one year ago and renewed in July, not to raid any more,
on which their captive women and children were surrendered to the1n.
But it is a serious problem how to punish the guilty ones without
striking tbe innocent. It is also certain that, on the opeiJing of hostilities, a large portion of the tribe would leave the agency aud take to the
plains, when the <lifficulty of reaching an<l controlling them by military.
force becomes greatly increased. It is believed, however, tlrnt there is
no alternative. The reservation cannot be made a refuge for thieves
and murderers. No policy can assume the name of peace and kindness
that expressly provicles for immunity of crime. If the military force
cannot be made strong enough to folJow these Indians whenever they
leave the reservation, and strike them while in the act of depredating,
· then the whole tribe, on refusal to surrender guilty parties, must be held
!esponsil>le. And while there will be a loss of results already reached
m gathering around· the agencies these Indians from the plains, and
many innocent ones will perhaps suffer with the guilty, yet I am persuaded that vigorous treatment will be kindness in the end. An nttempt
to restrain an<l punish the turbulent element in these three different
tribes_, to be successful, will require a larger military force than merely
to strike their camps, destroying them in part, and scattering the re-
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mainder on the plains ; but the Government can better afford to use a
larger force tlJan to undertake a warfare after the savage method of indi crimiuate slaughter of women and children.
IN1'ERTRIBAL W .A.RF.A.H,E.

Intertribal warfare presents a sixth hinderance in the way of civilization. In view of the hostilities among the different tribes of Indians,
and the frequent attacks by some of the tribes, requiring a constant
state of defense on tlte part of others, an order has been issued that no
Indians be allowed to leave their reservation without permit from the
agent, and the Secretary of War bas been requested to direct the commanders of military posts to prevent Indians from passing from one
agency to another without such permit; and if they find Indians marauding, or eugaged in any hostile expedition against any other tribe, to
trike them without p~rley. A safo;factory execution of this arrangement will probably require either a11 increased enlistment of scouts from
friendly Indians, or an increased military force in the different portions
of the Imlian country.
Ou account of tlJeir massacre of the Pawnees during the last buffalo
buut i11 ebraska, the Sioux have been forbidden to leave their reservation for such hunting. This prohibition is likely to cause complaint and
di ' ati 'faction among· the Irnlians, but the increasing annoyance and
peril from wandering Indians in Nebraska seem to justify the office in
rnnkin°· tlrn ,iolation of their treaty by the Sioux the occasion of prollibiting their bunting in Nebraska hereafter; and I recommend that thi
matt ~r be laid before Oougl'eS8, in order that this prohibition may be
~ur rce<l, by declaring tlJat tllat portion of the treaty of 1868, allowing
th m to lrnut wit,hin a cettain range of country where buffalo are foun<l,
b' r mler d null and void l>y the act of the Sioux in attacking the
'awu "'<-',, and al o by their refusal to surrender the members of their
trib .. wlJo ar gllilty, while maraudiug off their re~ervation, of the wanton
murd 'r f' tlJe Hall family.
1

ISSUE OF .A.RMS .A.ND .A.MMUNfi'ION.

M.A.
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for tllcrn the supply must be frequently repeated. The habits also _of
wigwam life are eutirely irregular. The Indian bas no regular habits
or hours. He eats and sleeps when and where he will or can, and no
school -attendance, which depends upon regul}'.\r home habits of the
parents or children, can be relied upon. ~tis also well nigh impossible
to teach Indian children the English language when they spend twenty
hours out of the twenty-four in the wigwam, using only th~ir native
tongue. The boarding school, on the contrary, takes the youth under
constant care, bas him always at hand, and surrounds him b,v an English-speaking community, and above all, gives him in struction ii1 the
first lessons of civilization, which can l>e found only in a well-ordered
home.
Any plan for civilization which does not provide for training the
young, even though at a largely increased exponditure, is short-sighted
and expensive. A large expenditnre for a few years in the proper
direction will be more economical than a smaller expenditure perpetuated; and it is believed that at least one-half of the Indian children,
now growing up in barbariRm, could be put during the coming year in
such processes of education in home schools, if the means were at hand
for supporting such schools. Four or five years of this appliance of
civilization cures one-half of the barbarism of the fodian tribe permanently. For these children thus trained, though many of them might
lapse into nomadic ways, would never go back so far as to be dangerous or troul>]esome to the citizens of the Goverument, and within that
lenglih of time it is reasonable to be expected that the other tribes,
whose childreu cou]d not at first be ol>tained for such schools, will be
brought witllin the reach of the Government, and thus be reacty to
receive their tnrn at t.L1is training proce:ss. I most earnest].)' recommend
that this appropriation for education be made on a scale commensurate
with the urgent necessities of the case.
CO-OPERATION WITH RELIGIOUS SOCIE'l'IES.

The arrangement by which,- in accordance with the direction of the
President, all agents are appointed on the nomination of some religious
body is working with increasing satisfactiou. In proportion as these
religious societies gain assurance that this plan of co-operation with the
Gove:nu~eut is lik~ly to be permanent, they are generally eutering
heartily rnto operations that contemplate earnest educational and religious work in the respective agencies allotted them. They are also learning from experience what are the essential qualifications of an Indian
agent, and also the serious nature of tbe responsibility to the Government _which they a_ssume in these no~11inations. 'rhe result is a greater
care rn the select10n of men, and rncreased watchfulness over their
official actions. Out of the sixty-:fi ve agents thus nominated there have
been_ severa~ failures duri_ng th~ year, from waut of adaptation to the
~ervice, ?r from want of rntegnty. But in nearly every case the relig1ous society represented by these men bas been the fir::,t to make the
discovery of unfitness, and to ask for a ehange of agents.
INADEQUATE SALARIES.

There is a erious complaint on the part of these religious bodies
t~a~ they are not able, at tbe salary of $1,500, to find competent men
:vilhng to accept tbe servi ·e, and that wlien sueh men have beeu secured
It l.tas ofttn been fou11d irnpos ible to retain tl.tem. The service has lost
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e~eral of the most competent and reliable agents during the year from
tbi cause. No man capable of managing the business of an agency
rangillg from $ 15,000 to $200,000 ought to be asked to give full serri~e
to the Government for $1,500 a year. I recommend that the salary of
agent be increased to $2,000 per annum for the more eastern agencies,
and $2,500 for those remote a·u d inaccessible.
CONDITIONS OF PROGRESS.

In estimating the actual progress attained, under the operation of
what has been termed the peace policy, it :is necessary to keep in mind
the con tant change in the position of the Indians toward the white
ettlers. Tribes which a, few years a.go were so far removed from all
white settlements as to render any annoyance or conflict between the
two races improbable and almost impossible, have now, by the tide of
emigration, been brought in close proximity to, and almost daily contact with, settlers. Naturally the difficulties in the Indian problem are
largely iucreaseu by such contact. The clashing interests of l>oth par ties produce irritatiou and make complaints more numerous.
But the peace policy is not to be charged with these increasing
trouble , nor to be connnected with them except by the inquiry as to
wllat would probably have been t he difficulties, in the same circumtance , under any other policy.
Th qne ·tion of the civilization of Indians reduced to its last analyi i twofold. Fir t, whether the Government is willing to make
ufllci ut appropriation to teach barbarous, men bow to live in a civilizecl way; arn1, second, whetber the expenditure of such an appropriation an be fairly ma<.le through the adminL tration of persons :fitted to
b com their teachers. Without suitable provision for the neces ary
xp nditur
the be t efforts of the best men will be comparatively
fn il · and ·with the mo t al>undant provision that the resources of the
11atio11 can make, nothing will he accomplished worthy of the effort un1 : ' th r . ·an be found per on ready and fitted to go to these Indian , in
th ' pil'it of kindne aud Chri tian love, with a faith in God and a
fai h in man tr0ng enon°·h to , nstain them ,1mid the degradation and perv r 'itie ' of barbari m, anu elmer them on in the full conviction t lrnt no
in o- made in od' ima()'e is incapable of improvement. No effort for
1ift.iug th poor and d graded can ucceed which is not guided by tlte
1~ hu.:ia.-m which com from thi faith. The agent and his employ
will ~1~t ·iv , foll work without it, au l the Iudian will not throw off' lli
• u:p1 1011 and wake out of bi indolence uutil be feels tlii touch of
human .-ympc thy.
•or tlii. r a ·on the G v rnm nt i :-;pecially to be congratulated ou
th r :pou.- which the Chri tian I ople of the country have made to
th pr po. iti n of th Pr id nt that they houlu take a certain upervi i _n _f
Y rnm nt labor for th Indian , by nominating agent,, l'.tnd
fnm1 .·lm1 ., m1 l · ~. uitabl to repre ent tlie Gov rnm nt in it ben fi: nt ff l'~. \\i ~ th
trib , a w 11 a in s~ndiug mi , ionari . and
t , ·h r f r r lI
1, b r am ug th m.
TERRITORY.
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of competition and every incitement _to la_bor_ incident to or~inary lite
in tllis country· the unwillingness of the Indians to take their lands m
severalty; the persistent refusal of tlle Obocta~s to give negroes their
rights as citizens of the Territory, together with the strong pressure
from parties interested in railroad enterprises and _investme":ts in lands,
will be quite likely to induce legislation of some 1nnd for this country.
If the inhabitants of the Territory would adopt the Okmulgee constitution with the amendments suggested by the President, upon this a
satisfactory government could be created for this country. Then if the
Indians would have their lands surw\yed and allotted to them in severalty, the first steps toward citizenship would be fairly taken. _Ev~ry
collsiderat.ion of justice seems to require that the treaty obhgat10n
which the Government has assumed toward these nations shall be observed. No circumstances can be supposed to exist that will justify
the nullification of these obligations, but if it is found, on careful examination, that the highest interests of both the United States and the
Indian nations of this Territory require a change in their relations
which is not provided for by the different treaties, then the question is
fairly raised whether the Government may not assume the responsibility of making the changes in such form as sbaU secure every right
which these Indians can reasonably ask for themselves, and as will also
commend itRelf to the moral sense of the country. The attempt to administer justice for all the · Territory through the United States courts
at Fort Smith has been largely a failure, and sometimes worse. If the
adoption of a territorial coustitution by the Indians <loes not provide
a remedy, then a United Statc~s court should be established, at some
convenient point in the Territory; to take cognizance of all cases of
complaint arising between the citizens of the United States and inhabitants of the Territory, and between members of the different tribes and
nations in the Territory.
MISSON INDIANS IN SOUTHERN CALIROR,NI.A..

Special attention is invited to the report of John G. Ames, who was
appointed a special commissioner to inquire into the condition and necessities of the Mission Indians in Southern California. These Indians,
nnder the Mexican governmeut, eujoyed civil and property rights, and
were abundantly able to take care of themselves from the products of
the soil. But under our Government these rights were not considered
as transferred, an<l they now find themselves liable to have the lauds
which t,hey have cultivated for generations ta.ken from them by white
settlers. It would seem that there is no alternative, in any just settle~ent with these Indians, but to secure for them, in the way . proposed
~n the report of Agent Ames, the land to which they are entitled, or
1ts equhraleut, upon which they will be able to subsist themselves without help from the Government.
WEAVING.

~he effor~ duri_ng tb~ year· to ~nstruct ~he Indian women among the
Oh1ppewas m W1sconsm aucl Mrnuesota m the art of weaving bas already succeeded so far as to make it certain that, by the introduction of
looms among all Indians where the herding of slleep is practicable a
new industry ma,y be brought within the reach of the Indians, whi~h
will be of large service in the slow proce1:1s of civilization.
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ARIOKAREES, MAND.A.NS, AND GROS VENTRES.

An attempt bas been made to induce the Arickarees, Mandans, and
Gros Ventres, who occupy the reservation at Fort Berthold, to remove
to the Indian Territory, but they liave declined to send a delegation to
prm;;pect for the tribe, and seem a,·erse to removal from their present
grounds, where they are exposed to raids from the Sioux, and their
crops are alternately cut off by the grasshopper and the drought.
Their crops generally this year are reported as a failure, a~d it is not
un1ike1.v that, without help through a deficiency appropriation, they
will suffer severely during the winter. The Indians on these agencies
deserve more from the Government than any other tribes in Dakota,
on acconnt of their fidelity to the GoYernment and tbc faithful service
rendered by them as scouts in compelling other Indians to keep the
peace.
MINNESOTA CHIPPEWAS.

The wandering bands of Chippewas in Minnesota require the attention of the Govemment. There are two permanent reservations in the
State, at Leech Lake and White Earth, and the different bands remaining amoug the settlements of Pembina aud Otter-Tail should be gathered upou the Wllite Earth reservation. For these bands the Government has acquired, by purchase from tbe Mississippi Chippewas, the
right to settle upon this re~ervation; but in order to establish them there
a special appropriation will be required. The appropriation of $ l0,~00,
rna,le by last Cougress for tlrn rc11Hffal of the Pembiuas, being too llmite<l for the pnrpo~e, has uot beeu ut--ed.
The Mille Lac band of UhippPwas i11 Minnesota remains in its anomalou position. They have sol<l their reservation, ret.ainiug a right
to occupy it during good behavior. With this title to the soil it is not
deemed expedient to attempt permanent improvements at Mille Lac,
uule a title to the re ervation Cc.Lil be retLuued to them on condition
tllat the,v surrender to Govt>rn 111Pnt all mone~ s acquired in consideratiou of their ces ion of the Mille Lac reservation. If t,bi . . cannot be
<lone, tbt-"ir Indians should be 110ti 6ed that they belong at White Earth,
and be re(luired to remove. In their present location, on its pre ent
t uure, nothing can be done luokillg toward their civilization.
U'I'ES,

TO THE M DOC W R,
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right, title, an<.l claim to all tbe coun_try claimed by them, and_ accepted
a reservation described in said article by natural boundaries, upon
whicll they agreed and bound themselves to locate immediately after
the ratification of the treaty.
The ratification of this treaty was advised and consented to by the
Senate, July 2, 1866, and tlle same was proclair_ned by the President
February 17, 1870. At the date of proclamation the Modocs were
found on their reservation, where they remained until April, 1870, and
then lrft for their camp on Lost River.
'fhere is evidence that Captain Jack and his band were prepared at
this time to remain upon the reser,yation and settle down in the way of
civilization, if there had been ordinary encouragement and assistance,
and if the Klamaths, who largely outnumbered Captain Jack's ban?,
aud who were their hereditary enemies, had allowed them so to do. This
baud began to split rails for their farms, and in other ways to adopt
civilized habits; but the Klamaths demanded tribute from them for the
land they were occupying, which the Modocs were obliged to render.
Captain Jack then removed to another part of the reservation, and
began again to try to live by cultivating the ground. But Ile was followed l>y the same spirit of hostility by the Klamaths, from which he
does not seem to have been protected by the agent. The issue of rations
seems also to have been suspended for want offunds, and for these reasons
Captain Jack and his band returned to their old home on Lost River,
where they became a serious annoyance to the whites, who had in the
meanwhile settled on their ceded lauds.
Tllis annoyance led to serious apprehensions on the part of the
military authorities, and under date of the 19th of March, 1872, the
honorable Secretary of War transmitted to this Department copies of
correspondence between the military in regard to the matter. A copy
of this correspondence was sent to Superintendent Odeneal by the Indian Office, April 12, 1872, with directions to have the Modocs removed,
if practicable, to their resen~ation; and if removed, to see that they were
properly protected from the Klamaths.
The superintendent was then instructed, in case they could not be
removed, to report the practicability of locatiug them at some other
point. Tbe snperintendent reported on the 17th June that their
rese1 vation was the best place for them to be located, but that he
di~. not believe it practicable to remove tllem without using the
m1htary for that purpose, and that if they should resist, he donhted
whether there was force enough in the country to compel them
to go. Ju reply, the superintendent was directed, July 6, 1872,
to. remove them to the Klamath . reservation. The attempt to execute
th1 order resulted in a conflict betw.een the Modocs and the troops and
!he wb~te settlers. For the purpose of examining into the same, and,
1f_p~s 1ble, to procure a peaceable solution of the difficulties, a corn~m ~s10n was. a~pointed by the Secretary of the Interior in January last.
Thi comm1ss1on, as finally composed, consisted of A. B. Meacham,
late nperintendent Indian affairs for Oregon, L. S. Dyar, agent
for the Klamath agency, and Rev. E. Thomas, aud by direction of the
Secretary of the Interior, under date of March 22, 1873, they were put
u~der the ~irection of General Uanby. vVhile engaged in a conference
1
w1th Uap~am
Jack, chief of the Modocs, and other representative men
of the tnbe, on the 11th of April, General Canby and Dr. Thomas
w re brutally murdered by these Indians, and Mr. Meacham severely
w und d.
Thu ended the negotiations with the Modocs, who, after seven months'
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:fighting, were subdued by the military, and Captain Jack and three of
bis principal men were tried by court-martial and executed. The remnant of this Modoc band bas been tra,nsferred to the Indian Territory,
and located for the present on the Quapaw Indian reservation, where
they have gladly availed themselves of t.he privilege of putting their
children in school, aud have entered upon industrial life with such readiness and good will as to warrant the conclusion that if these Indians
could have bad this opportunity of gaining their support out of soil
upon which an ordinary white man could get a living, and bad received
ju.st treatment, there would baYe been no cause of trouble with them.
The report of the commission, prepared by the surviving member, A.
B. Meacham, is herewith submitted.

COMMISSIONS UNDER INDIAN LEGISLATION_BY CONGRESS.

Kansas or Kaw Indians.
The Kansas Indian lands in Kansas, embracing 137,658f030 acres of
. unsold '' trust lands," and a part of the 80,409y6i0 acres of what is
known . as the " diminished reserve,'' were, in 1871, offered for sale
under the provisions of the treaty concluded with said Indians October
5, 1859. 'rhe bids received in pursuance of said offering were considered and rejected by the Department, and the whole subject again referred to Congress, in order that the Indians might be better protected.
An act passed Congress, and was approved May 8, 1872. Provision was
made by this act for the appraisemeut of all of these lands, be>th "trust"
and "diminished reserve," and actual settlers on the trust-lands are
given the privilege of purchasing tracts of 160 acres within one year
from the date of appraisal. The unoccupied trust-lands are to be sold
at public sale, after due advertisement, to the highest bidder, for cash,
in tracts not exceeding 160 acres, under such rules and rngulations as
the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe. The diminished reserve is
provided to be sold in tracts not exceeding 160 acres, o·n sealed bids,
after due-advertisement. A commission was appointed in pursuance of
said act, and made and reported an appraisemeut of all the lands,
which appraisernent was approved by the Secretary of the Interior, under
date of March 3, 1873. The laud in the diminished reserve was offered
for sale, but not enough of this land having been bid for to pay the expenses of the sale, the appraisement was set aside by the Secretary of
the Interior as being too high, and a new appraisement ordered, and for
this purpose a commission was appointed. This commission proceeded
to Kansas, and, after consultation with the superintendent of Indian
affairs, and an examination of the lands, the chairman reported that
he did not regard the former appraisement in excess of the real value
of the lan<ls; the former appraisement was, therefore, restored by the
Department, and the commission appointed to re-appraise dissolved.
Further legislation to enable the sale of this land to actual settlers bas
been recommended, for the details of which reference is .made to that
portion of this report relative to "legislation recommended."
SISSETON A.ND W A.HPE1'ON.

. T~e c?mmissio1;1 appointed ~ast year, under the act of June 7, 1872, to
rnqmre mto the title of the Sisseton and ·w ahpeton bands of Sioux Indians to land in Dakota, was intrusted with the duty of procuring the
ratification by said Indians of the agreement made last year by the
commission with these Indians, as amended by the act of Februar,r 14,
1873. This <luty has been performed, the Indians agreeing to the amendments.
WINNEBA.GOES IN MINNESOTA..

The treaty concluded with the Winnebago tribe of Indians, April 15,
185D, provided for allotments to said Indians. Owing, however, to the

384

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Sioux outbreak in the year 1862, an act of Congress, approved ~1 ebruary 21, 1862, made provision for the peaceable removal of the Winnebagoes beyond the limits of State the ofMinn~sota, and the sale of their
allotments. Some of said Indians, however, refused to remove, and continued to reside upon what they supposed to be their allotments under
the treaty of 1859. For the purpose of securing to such the benefit of
allotments as contemplated by said treaty, and their pro-rata share of
the tribal funds, Congress, by the 9th and 10th sections of the Indian
appropriation act, approved July 15, 1870, and the explanatory clause
contained in the Indian appropriation act, approved May 29, 1872, provide<l for an investigat.i on and settlement of their claims. A special
commissioner was accordingly appointed, in 1872, for the purpose; but .
his report being unsatisfactory, Mr. Walter T. Burr was appointed the
present year to finally close up the whole subject. Special Commissioner Burr's report has been approved by the Secretary of the Interior,
and these claims, which have been the subject of consideration by the
Department for some time past, have been finally disposed of.
P.A.VlNEES.

The con:{mission appointed last yPar under the act of Congress of
June 10, 1872, to appraise a portion of this reserve lying south of Loup
Fork, did not meet until this year, when the survey of said land was_ completed. They have just submitted their appraisement, which will be
duly examined, and, if found to be correct, will be transmitted to the
honorable Secretary of the Interior for his approval.
UTES IN COLOR.ADO TERRITORY,

The commission appointed last year under the act of Con~ress of
April 23, 1872, to negotiate with the Ute Indians for the extingmsh~~nt
of their right to the south part of their reservation in Colorado, fa1hng
in their efforts to this end, the Hon. Felix R. Brunot, president of the
boarcl of Indian commissioners, was appointed to visit them in August
la't and to renew the negotiations. Re succeeded in making an agreement, with them, by which they relinquish their right to a large tract of
valuable mining country, estimated to contain about tliree million four
hundred anu fifty thousand (3,450,000) acres. Reference is made to the
report of the commission, printed herewith.
RESERV .ATION OF ME-SHIN-GO-ME-SIA, IN INDIAN.A.

Provi ion was made in the treaties with the Miami Indians of November
6, 1 _3 , and ovember 28, 1840, for a reserYation for Chief Me-shin-gom - 1a aud hi band in orthern Indiana. By act of Oongre s of June
10 1 72, th
cretary of t.be Int rior was directed to a, certain what
P r. ou
n ituted the band of aid chief, their urvivors aud de cendant.' and to partition aid re.: rve to them.
commi . ion wa
app int d for thi purpo. e, who made inv tigation, and partition d aid
l u l to 6 prr on , which partition wa report d in due form, and
approv d y th
er ,tary of th Int rior, and patent are being i u d
t h parti .
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Army, commanding the Department of the Columbia, and Rev. D.
Thomas, both of whom were most brutally murdered while carrying on
negotiations with the Modocs, who were thereupon turned over to the
military for punishment, and further negotiations discontinued.
CCEUR D' A.LENES.

The commission appointed to visit certain Bannock Indians, near Fort
Hall, Idaho, were directed, under instructions from this office of the 1st
of July last, to visit the Uamrd'Alene Indians, to hear complaints, wit~1 a
view to their cure or removal, and to induce them to abandon a rovrng
life and . to consent to confine themselves to a reservation. They succeeded in having a council with these Indians, and as a result of their
negotiations, the Indians agreed to go upon a reservation wbich was, at
the time, described to them, and which has since been set apart temporarily by the President until legislation can be had thereon by Congress. For farther particulars attention is invited to article entitled
"Legislation recommended."
NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD.

A commission was appointed on the 11th of March last to visit · tbe
roving Indians likely to oppose the construction of the Northern Pacific
Railroad, through the valley of the Yellowstone, and instruded to open
negotiations with them having in view the removal of all such opposition, and as far as possible obtaining the consent of said Indians. to
withdraw all further obstacles to its construction. The commission
reported on the 9th of May that they had met nearly all the bands of
Indians residi11g in the locality of the proposed route of said railroad,
and after sul>mitting to them the object of their visit, felt assured that
there would be no combined action on the part of the Indians against
its further construction.
FOND DU LAC.

A commission has been appointed under the act of Congress approved
May 29, 1872, to appraise the Fond du Lac Indian reserve in Minnesota.
The commission met, but owing to the advanced .season, consequent upon
the delay in the completion of the survey of the reserve, they concluded
not to undertake the appraisement this winter.
KICKA.POOS.

The effort made two years ago, under the acts of Ju]y 15, 1870, and
Mal'eh 3, 1871, to remove the Kiclrnpoos and other roving bands of
Indians from the border of Texas and the republic of Mexico, having
fa~Ied, a commission was appointed to make another attempt t o accomphsh tlle object desired, namely, to remove said Indians to some point
within the limits of the Indian Territory, where they could be kept from
depre<lating on aud annoying the inhabitants of Texas, and started in
the pursuits of civilized life. After repeated councils with the Indians,
and overcoming uuwerous obstacles caused l>y the action of some of the
citizens of Mexico, the commission, with the valuable assistance reudered
by Seuor Montero, succeeded in getting some three or four hundred to
consent to remove. These Indians have alreauy arrived in the Indian
Territory.
ROUND VA.LLEY.

A commi sion wa8 appointed under the act of March 3, 1873, to pro
ceed to the Round Valley Indi::l.n reservation, in California, for the pur25 I
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pose of examining the country in that locality, and report in regard to
where the northern line of the reservation should be located, and of
appraising the improvements of white persons on the lands embraced
within the limits of the proposed reservation, and also of all Indians on
the lands proposed to be restored. Reference is made to the report of
the commission, printed herewith.
FORT HALL INDIAN RESERVATION.

It being desirable that certain Bannock Indians, who by treat,y stipulations were, allowed to roam and hunt over certain portions of Idaho,
should be induced, if possible, to relinquish this right and settle down
upon the reservation provided for them, a commission was appointe~ to
visit them for that purpose. The commission, which was also authorized
to visit other Indians in Idaho for various objects, has submitted its
final report, which is printed herewith.
NEW YORK INDIAN LANDS IN KANSAS.

A commission appoii1ted under the act of Congress of February 19,
1873, to appraise these la,ncls, have concluded their labors, and the appraisement has been approved by the Secretary of the Interior, and
copies sent to the local officers of the land-office, for payment of the appraised value by the occupants of the lands.
CREEICS.

A commission appointed, under the act of Congress approved March
3, 1873, to negotiate with the Creeks in regard to their western boundary, with a view of providing more territory for the Seminole Indians,
haYe visited that country, and a preliminary report bas been received
from the chairman, from which it appears that owing to circumstances,
which are detailed, they failed to accomplish their object.
MIAM"( INDIAN LANDS IN KANSAS.

A commis ion, appointed under the act of Congress of March 3, 1873,
apprai ed the lauds and reported their appraisement, w bich has been
ap:proved by the Department; and under direction of the Department
a 11 t of tho e oc ·upied by settlers, reported to be entitled under the
law by ~li. commi ,iouer , has been sent to the General Land-Office, to
be form ·hed to the receiver of public mo11'3ys at Topeka, Kan as, to
wh~m payment i to be made, for these land so occupied, a,t the appra1 d alu of the ame.
Th . unoccnpi d are, with the approval of the Department, to be
adv rt1 ed and ltl on sealed bids.
NEZ PERCE INDIANS~
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CROWS,

Under the provisions of t,he act of March 3, 1873, a commission was
appointed to negotiate with the Crow Indians for the cession of a portion of their reservation in Montana Territory. The commission visited
these Indians in July last, and succeeded in maki_ng an agreement with
them by which they cede their entire reservation south of the Yellowstone, containing about six million two hundred and seventy-two thousand (6,272,000) acres, and accept a new one in the Judith basin, south
of the Missouri, containing about three million six hundred and twentyfh;-e thousand (3,625,000) acres.
RAWLINGS SPRINGS MASSACRE IN WYOMING.

A commission was appointed the 10th of July last to investigate the
facts and circumstances attending the massacre of Indians, in June, near
Rawlings Springs, in Wyoming Territory. A report has been submitted, in which the facts are recited and the whites exonerated from
all blame, and recommendations made· that, to avoid a repetition of
similar attacks, all fodian _.;_reservations should be surveyed and boundaries designated by rivers~ mountains, and other natural objects, that
Indians may be enabled to understand their limits, and that they should
not be allowed to leave such reservations, either to bunt or visit, (by
permit or otherwise,) or for any other excuse whatever.
NOR'i'HERN

sroux..

A commission was appointed in May last to visit the various bands
of orthern Sioux~ parties to the treaty of 1868, and to negotiate with
them for a relinquishment of the privileges reserved in the 11th and
16th articles of said treaty, and to effect a change in the location of the
Red Cloud agency. The commission succeedecl only partially in collecting the various bands in co1.mcil, and as the result of the deliberation therein it was obvious that th.e time had not come to snccessfnlly
present a propoiition for the relinquishment of the nnceded Indian
territory of Nebraska and Wyoming, and for the surrender of the privilege of hunting buffalo on the tract of country }sin.g north of the North
Platte River and east of the Big Horn Mountains. Assurances, however, were given. by the Indians that the agenc.y would be permitted
to be removed whenever the Department thought it expedient to effect it.
O'l'TOE AND MISHOUR,IA,.

A commission was appointed last year, under the act of Congress
approved June 1-0, 1-872, to appraise a portion of this reserve. These
Indians, on the 6th of September, 1872, withheld their assent to the
proposed sale, but in open -council, on the 26th of May last, reconsid-ered their former action, and assented to the sale of one-half their
reserve,, not exceeding 80,-000 acres. The lands are now being surveyed,
and when the survey is completed the oornm.ission will be instructed to
make the appraisemest.

ACTION IN REGARD TO INDIAN LAND .
The Omaha, Pawnee, Ottoe and Missouria, and Sac and Fox of the
Missouri tribes of Indians in Nebraska, having, through their respective
chief and councils, expressed a -desire to have portions of their reservat ion sold, it was recommended that Congress give the necessary authority for such action. This was done by act approved June 10, 1872,
in which provision was made for the survey and sale of a portion of the
following-named reserves, to the extent specified, viz: Omaha and Pawnee, not exceeding 50,000 acres each, and Ottoe and Missouria, not ex•
ceeding 80,000 acres, and the whole of the Sac and Fox of the Missouri
reserve, amounting to about 16,000 acres. All of these tribes have assented to the provisions of this act, and the following exhibits a summary statement of the action had thereunder in the case of each of the
reserves.
OM.A.HA,

The Department, in anticipation of the consent of the Indians to the
provisions of the aforesaid act, under date of July 31, 1872, appointed
commissioners of appraisal. The formal consent in writing of the IndiauR was not, however, filed in this office until the recejpt of a letter
from the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, bearing date September 26,
1872. Instructions for their guidance were prepared and forwarded a
oon thereafter as practicable to the commissioners of appraisal, who
proceeded to perform their duties and submit their report, which received
the approval of the Department January 10, 1873. Thereupon the land
were advertised for sale in tracts of not exceeding 160 acres each, on
, ealed bids, to the highest bidder for cash. The bids were duly opene<l, jn
compliance with the terms of the advertisement, and awards were made
to the highest bidders of an aggregate quantity of 300. 72 acres, for a
, um total of 702.19½.
In view of the small number of bids received at tllis sale, jt wa
deem d inexpedi nt to offer the lands again before next spring.
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sioners of appraisal were appointed at the same time and under the same
circumstances as in the case of the Omaha and Pawnee reserves. The
Indians at first declined to give their assent to the provisions of the act
of Congress they being desirous of.selling either their entire reserve or
none at all.' At last, however, their written assent was obt_ained, and
under date of June 2, 1873, the same was forwarded to this office by
Sup·e rintendent Barclay White.
.
Without unnecessary delay a contract was entered mto for the survey
of the portion of the reserve contemplated to be sold, but as yet the
plats and field-notes of such survey have not been received; consequently no further action can at present be taken looking toward the
appraisement and sale thereof.
NEW YORK INDIAN LANDS IN KANSAS.

An -act of ·Congress approved February 19, 1.873, provides for the appraisement and sale of the lands allotted to cer·t ain New York Indians
who removed to Kansas, for which land certificates of allotment were
issued under date of September 14, 1860.
Commissioners of appraisal were appointed by the Department April
'9, 187'3, who received instructions through this office on the 14_th of the
same month to make an appraisement, &c., of ·said fands under the provisions of the act. The report of the commissioners was duly :filed and
received the approval of the Department September 30, 1873. Ru.les and
regulations were at the same time prescribed to be observed in carrying
the provisions of said act into effect. Copies of said report and rules
and regulations have been furnished the Commissioner of the Genera.I
Land-Office for his information and guidance in carrying into effect that
portion of the provisions-of said act coming under his supervision.
FOND DU LAC RESERVATION IN MINNESOTA.

Section 8 of an -act of -Congress apprnved M~y 29, 1872, provides for
the removal, upon their consent and concurren<\e being obtained, of the
Fond du Lac, Lac de Flambeau, and Lac Court Orielle bands of Chippewa Indiaus_from their present reservations to the reservation set apart
by the second clause of the second article of Chip:pewa treaty of Septern ber 30, 1854, for the La Pointe band.
The first-named band have given their written consent to such removal, and the survey of ,t heir re-serv.ation bas been completed with a
view to its appraisement and sale.
·
·
Appraisers were appointed by the Department April 12, 1873, but
owing to incompletion of surveys they were not instructed to proceed
to the execution of the d ties assigned them un.til September 17, 1873.
At a meeting of the appraisers held on the reservation November 7,
1873, it was resolved to adjourn the work of appra.isal until the 20th
day of March next, for two reasons: 1st. That the Indians in couucil
earnestly requested it, claiming that their consent to the sale of their
re erve was fraudulently obtained; and 2d. That the deep snow and
unfrozen condition of the ·swamps rendered it impossible to pass over
them at this season of the year.
KANSAS OR KAW RESERVATION IN KANSAS.

An act of Congress approved May 8, 1872, provides for the removal
of the Kansas tribes, and the appraisal and disposition of their reser-
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v::ition, including both the "truet-lands" (137,658.13 acres) and '' diminishecl reserve," ,(80,409.06 acres.) Commissioners .of appraisal were
appointed by the Department June 29, 1872, who performed their duties
under the instructions given them, and submitted their report bearing
date December 28, 1872. This report was approved by the Department
March 3, 1873, and the lands comprising the " diminished reserve"
were advertised as being subject to sale on sealed bids until June 15,
1873.
Awards were made at this sale of 2,443.94 acres, being the entire
quantity bid for.
From the best information at that time attainable, the small number
of bids and the lack of corppetition manifested was attributed to the
exorbitant character of the appraisement. In consideration of these
facts, which were represented to the Department iri report from this
office, dated June 26, 187:-5, the appraisement of both the "trust-lands"
and " diminished reserve" (except so much of the latter as was sold
at the sale of June 15, 1873) was set aside ·by direction of the Department in letter dated July 8, 1873, and a re-appraisement ordered. A
new commission of appraisal was at the same tiine appointed, the
chairman of which (Hon. T. C. Jones, of Ohio) reported, under date
of the 8th, 13th, and 16th of September, the inutility of making a re-appraisement, stating that in his opinion the first appraisement was not
too high.
Upon such representations the Department canceled the former action
revoking the appra.isement made by the first commission, and restored
the same to full force and effect. Settlers upon the "trust-lands" have
accordingly been notified to make payment of the appraised value of
the tracts respectively awarded them within one year from the restoration of the appraisement, and action by Congress has been recommended
relative to these lands, the details of which can be found under the head
of "legislation recommended."
WINNEBAGO TRUS'l'·LANDS IN MINNESOTA.

The. e lands comprised a small remnant remaining unsold of the late
Winnebago Indian reservation in Minnesota, provision for the dispositiou of which is contained in the 2d article of the Winnebago treaty,
coucluded April 15, 1859, and an act of Congress approved February
21, 1 63.
h r commendation of thii.; office for an early sale of these lands was
appr ved by tlle Department June 7, 1873.
Th land were duly adverti ed, and the day of sale fixed for August
20
7 , but wa ubsequently extended thirty days. Awards were
ma 1 , ~nd r ?eived the approval of the Department October 2, 1873, for
th
ntlr r 1tlue of aid lands, amounting to 4 146.43 acres, for an agat nm of 14,0·0.28.

LEGISLATION RECOMMENDED.

ISSUES OF PA.TENTS TO ROBERT BENT A.ND J A.CK SMITH.

By a postscript to the treaty concluded with the Arapahoe and
Cheyenne Indians February 18, 1861, these Indians gave to Robert
Bent and Jack Smith 640 acres of land each, and requested the Government to confirm said gifts to said parties. · No provision, however, for
the issue of patents to these persons is contained in the treaty ; and
even the postscript cannot be considered as a grant in the absence of
legislation. It is therefore recommended that the gifts be confirmed
and the issue of patents authorized by act of Congress, in order that
the wishes of the Indians may be carried out.
KANSAS OR KA.W INDIAN LANDS IN. KA.NSA.S.

These lands having been appraised under the act of May 8, 1872, and
a sale of those embraced in the "diminished reserve"· having been
attempted, but not enough having been sold to defray the expenses of
the offering, the Department decided to set aside the appraisement and
have a new one made. A commission having been appointed for this
purpose, after reaching the lands the chairman reported that he did not
deem the first appraisement too high. It was restored, and legislation
by Congress is recommended as follows: That bona-fide settlers be
allowed to purchase the same at the Topeka land-office, making payment of one-fourth of the appraised value at the date of settlement,
and the remainder in three equal annual installments, giving security
for the deferred payments.
AGREEMENT WITH THE CROW TRIBE OF INDIA.NS.

An act of Congress approved March 3, 1873, authorized negotiations
with the Crow Indians for the cession of their reservation, or a portion
thereof, in Montana, and the establishment of a smaller reservation for
them. The necessity for such negotiation was found in the fact that the
recent discovery of gold on the reservation had drawn mainy white persons there, with whom there was likely to be trouble; also in the fact
that the Northern Pacific Railroad would likely pass through a portion
of the reservation; whereas the policy is to have the reservations located
at a distance from the public lines of travel. An agreement was concluded wit,h said Indians by Special Commissioner Felix R. Brunot,
chairman Board of Indian Commissioners, ,James Wright and E. Wbittlesy, on the 16th of August last, by the terms of which the Crows cede
their reservation and accept a reserve in Judith Basin. This agreement
is made subj ect to the action of Congress, and its ratification is respectfully recommended.
ALLOTMENT OF CH OCTA.W A.ND CHICKA.SA.W LANDS.

The 11th article of the treaty concluded with the Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians April 28, 1866, sets forth that it is believed the holding of
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tbeir lands in severalty will promote their general ciYilization, aml tend
to advance their permanent welfare; and it is therefore agreed that the
lauds be surye_yed and allotted, should the Chickasaw and Choctaw people, through their respective legislative councils, agrne to the , ame.
The lauds of the Chickasaws have been surveyed at their request, and
tlleir legislative council has, through their executive authorities, requested thisDepartmenttoallottheirlands; besides,the Chickasaw people
inpublicassemblageshave passedresolutionspetitioningthe Goverumeut
to the same effect. The Choctaw council, howeyer, refuse to join the
Chickasaws in making the request for allotments as contemplated by
the treaty. It is deemed proper, therefore, tbat Congress should afford
the neces ary legislation to enable this Department to comply with the
request of the Chickasaws, independent of the action of the Choctaws,
in order tllat the object of 'the treaty may be carried out, at least so far
as the Chickasaws are concerned.
PAWNEE INDIAN RESERV.A.TIONS IN NEBR.A.SK.A..

By the treaty concluded with the Pawnee Indians September 24, 1857,
a re ervation was set apart for said Indians in extent 30 miles from east
to west by 15 miles from north to south. Upon a re-survey of the
ea tern bounclary-line of said reservation, it has been ascertained that
the ea t and west lines are but 29½ miles apart in place of 30 miles, thus
l aving a deficiency in the proper area of the reservation of 4,800 acres.
The Pawnees in ist upon indemnity for said deficiency, and it is deemed
ju t that Congress should provide for the same, at the rate of one dollar an<l twenty-five cents per acre, the minimum price of Government
lands.
.AGREEMENT WITH CCEUR D'.ALENE INDIANS IN ID.AHO.

In 1 67 an Executive or<ler was issued setting apart a reservation for
th

ur d' Aieue._, but, being di atisfied with the location, they never
1 at d tllereou, and continued to roam over the tract of country claimed
by tll ,m. For the purpo e of extinguishing their claim to all the tract
of ·ountry claimed by them, and of locating them on a reservation suitable to tl1 ,jr wauts a an agricultural people, an agreement has been
mad with tb m by Ilon. J. P. 0. Shanks, Gov. Bennett, of Idaho, and
g n J. B. fontieth, uuject to ratification by Congress, which is
r ·p <·tf~liy r commended. Pending uch action by that body, 1 have.
d rn cl 1t prudent to have et apart by executive order the tract of
c untr cl erib d in ,•aid agre ment as a reservation for said Indian ,
in ?r<~ r that whit p r on may be prohibited from ·ettling thereon and
·1amnn c mp n ation for improv ments from the Government.
1

INDIAN AFFAIRS.

393

OFFICIAL SEAL FOR '.l'HE BUREAU.

lVIuch inconvenience is caused py the want of an official seal for the
purpose of certifying copies of files and records frequently -called for as
evidence in the civil courts. As it is, the seal of the Department has
to be used for the purpose of certifying to the official character of the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. I' therefore recommend that Congress
authorize the use of a seal by this office, and provide that papers
authenticated therewith shall have the same validity as _in case of the
use of a seal by other bureaus. .
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
EDW. P. SMITH,
Commissioner.
The Hon. SECRET.A.RY OF THE lN'.l'ERIOR.
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PAPERS ACCOMPANYING THE REPORT OF THE
COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 1873.

A.
REPORT OF SPECIAL AGENT JOHN G. AMES IN REGARD TO
THE CONDITION OF THE MISSION INDIANS OF CALIFORNIA, WITH RECOMENDATIONS.
W ASRINGTON, D. c., October 28, 1873.
Sm: I have the honor to submit the following report touching the '' number, location, and condition of the so-called Mission Indians of Southern California,' 1 with such
recommendations iu their behalf as, seem best adapted to meet the ex.igencies of their
situatiou.
In accordance with your instructions, I proceeded in May last to South.e rn California,
where, on the 1st of June, I fixeu the headquarters of the agency at Los Angeles. At
th is point I was detained seveml weeks, in consequence of the severe illness of a member of my family. This uetention, however, was rather favorable than otherwise to
the investigation upon which I was about to enter. It gave me the opportunity of
learning tho views of many of the citizens of Los Angelos and vicinity concerning the
Mission Indian question, of acquainting myself with many facts in regard to the past
history and management of these Indians, tending to throw light upon their present
condition, and of advising with those whom I found best informed upon the subject
as to what was best to be <lone with and for them. It gave me, also, the opportunity
of learning, from the officers of the land-office at Los Angeles, so far as the records
that office indicate, the status of lantl in Southern California, which will aid materially
iu the solution of this question. I will say in this connection that I found the sentiment of the people of Los Angeles for the most part friendly to the Indians, and in
favor of the Government doing something without delay in their behalf. There is a
general feeling among those w·ho give any attention to the i,;ubject that action in the
premises has already been too long neglected, increasing the grievances of which the
Indians complain, ancl making it ever more difficult to remedy the evils to which they
are subject.
During my stay n.t Los Angeles I hacl several conferences with Indians of the San Luis
Rey tribe; the first on June 12, with certain Indians living in Los Angeles, who expressed their gratification that the attention of the Government was at length directed
to them, and their hope that they might soon be secure in the enjoyment of their rights.
'l'hey desired especially that their title to lands now occupied by them sho uld be so
confirmed that they could not be driven from them by white men, and thought if this
were done the Indians could easily ta.ke ca.re of themselves.
Information having been communicated to tho Indians living at Pala and vicinity
that an agent of the Government hau reached Los Angeles, I was in a few days visited
by Olegario, actual chief of the largo majority of the San Luis Rey tribe, though not
recognized as such by the late superintendent of Indian affairs for California. Oleo-ario was accompanied by ten of his captains. vVith these Indians I had protracted interviews on the 2:3cl of J unc and on the ~d and 5th of July. 'l'hey had come to lay
their grievances before me and to ask the speedy interposition of the Government in
their behalf.
The burden o,t their complaint was to the effect that they had been gradually driven
from the laruls which they or their fathers once occupied, the title to which they
thought justly belonged to them, until aii the present time but little available land remained to them; that white men were iu many cases endeavoring to take from them
the ~ands upon which they are living, and by the cultivation of which they gain a
partrnl upport; that they were frequently annoyed by the settlers interferino- with
water up?n 'Yhich they depende~ fo~ irrigation, corraling their stock, ~nd _subj'~cting
them to fiue for the same, or talnng it fr0m them altogether, threatenmg them with
violence, and in other ways invading what they believe to be their rights; that in disposing of lands the agents of the Government have never recognized the possessory
rights of the Indians, and that in cousequence they have been, and are still, obliged to
ahandon lands which they have held in immemorial possession, ancl to remove from
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places to which they are specially attached, as the home and the burial•ground of their
ancestors, and this without any provision being made for them elsewhere.
They desired the Government to interfere to prevent this being done hereafter, and
to secure them in the possession of the lands uow occupied hy them. If•tbis wa~ done
they could readily support themselves, and were willing to do so, without aid from the
Government, except in the matter off arming implements and seed and clothing for the
supply of their immediate wants.
They urged, furthermore, a8 a special grievance, that their· right to elect their own
chief bad been interfered with by the late superintendent, and that the Government
recognizes as chief an Indian who was repudiated by nearly all the tribe, against whom
they protested at the time of his appointment, two years ago, and whose authority
they had since disregarded. They wished a new election ordered, that the tribe might
chooRe its own chief and be no longer even nominally subject to one to whom so few
owed allegiance.
In reply I assured them of the i:,incere desire of the Government to secure their
rights and promote their interests, and of its intention to do whatever might be found
practicable in this direction; that I had been sent out by the Government to hear
their story, to examine carefully into their condition and recommend such measurel:i
as seemed under the circumstances most desirable; that I Rhould, as soon as possible,
visit them in their homes and see with my own eyes how they were situated: so that
I might be better able to ad vise in their behalf.
It was a matter of special gratification to me that at the conference with Olegario
and his Gaptains, held July 3, General B. R. Cowen, the Assistant Secretary of the Interior, was present to listen to their story aud to give them wise coumiel. General Cowen
expressed himself as particularly pleased with their appearance, anu hopeful of their
future if they were to be regarded as specimens of the Missi~n Indians,
TOUR OF INVE~TIOATION,

On July 7 I started on 11 tour of investigation among the Indian settlements of
the San Luis Rey tribe, accompanied by Mr. L. E. Sleigh, who 1 with the approval of
the Indian Office, had been appointed clerk of this agency, and b_y Mr. Louis Warten~
b rg as interpreter.
We reached San Juan Capistrano the next day, where we called upon Rev, Jos.
Mutt of the Roman Catholic Church, whom we found much interested in the Indians
of that locality and in possession of information of interest in regard to the pueblo
land adjacent to the mis8ion property. He showed us copies of record matter ob~
tain d at great trouble and expense from the archives at San Francisco, from which it
appears that the pueblo of San Juan Capistrano was in the year 1841 actually eubdi~
Yided by the Mexican authorities among the inhabitants, the Indians sharing with the
Mexicans in this distribution.
If the claim of the Indians residing there, of whom there are about forty souls, can
c establisbed, as Rev. Mr. Mutt believee, the problem as far as they are concerned will
b ea ily ol ved.
_On th 11th we proceeded to San Luis Rey, where are to be found half a dozen famih s of Indians living upon land in dispute between them and one John 8omers, The
condition of the ·e Indians, as well as the facts in the case of this dispute, are ably set
b foro tho D 'partment by the late superintendent, C. B. Whiting, in a special report
under date of May 19, l 73, to which reference is respectfully made.
n ~h 12th ·w proce ded thence to the city of San Diego, remaining there until the
followrng 1onday evening for the purpose of conferring with some of the citizens of
th plnc a to tbe condition of the Indians of the country and the course best to be
pur n d hy th
overumeut to better their condition. A diversity of opinion prevail ,
hn all agr that the disputes between the Indians and Americane involving titles to
laud . h uld h p dily ttled.
', bing. awal on 1~m lay evening, I was there detained by illness two days, but
nt Ir. • l _1 b , nd th• rnt rpr ter forward to visit certain Indian villages with the
n~d r tnndmg_ tli,· t w llould meet at Pala, the headquarters of the ~a,n Luis Rey
tnb . Ir. 1,1gb r port of hi~ detour is here inserted:
" Lo1' Ai."iGELEs, CA.t., July 31, 1873.
th honor to ubmi t the following report of my visit to the Indian
abel, and Agua Caliente, in the county of San Diego,
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"The vHlagers began to ~~semble early, A:-t the.appointed hour the captain rose, and
in a short speech in the Inchan language, which seemed to be b?th elo_q~ent and well
appreciated, gave his hearers to understand the errand upo1;1- which I v1s1ted them. A
lively interest was manifested oy every one. They ?omplamed of the encroach1:11ents
of their American neighbors upon their land, and pomted to a house near by, bmlt by
one of the more adventurous of bis class, who claimed to have pre•empte~ foe land
upon which the larger part of the village lies . . On calling upon the man afterward? I
found that such was really the case, and that he had actually paid the pric~ of the
land to the reo-ister of the land-office of this district, and was daily expectmg the
patent from W~shington. He owned it was h_ard to wrest from t~e.se well-dispqsed
and industrious creatures the homes they had bmlt up. 'But,' said he: 1f I had not done
jt somebody else would, for all agree· that the Indinn bas no, right _to public lands.'
These Indians further complain that settlers take advantage of them m every way pos•
sible; employ them to work and insist on paying ~hem.in trifles that are ofno accou~t
to them ; 'dock' them for imaginary neglect, o! fall entirely to pay them; take up t~e1r
stock on the slightest pretext and make exorbitant charges for damages and detention
of the stock seized. They are in many cases unable to redeem it. They have. therefore
little encouragement to work or to raise stock. Nor do they care to plant frmt-trees or
grape-vines as long as land thus improved may be taken from tbe?J, as has been ~he
case in very many instances. Among the li~tle homes incll;1ded m the pre•eD?pt~on
claim above referred to are those adorned with trees and vmes. Instead of feellng
secure and happy in the possession of what little is left to them, they are continuall_y
filled with anxiety. They claim that they ought to be allowed to remain w1?.ere_ their
forefathers have lived for so long, and that they should be protected by law m the
peaceful possession of the homes that have been handed clown to them.
"I asked how they would like for their children to go to school, learn to speak the Eng~
lish language., and to live more like white people. It would be very nice, they replied,
but it would do them little good if they could not have their homes protected.
"I asked them how they would like to be moved to some place where they could be
better protected, have ground of their own secured to them, and more comfortable homes.
The answer ·was, 'Our fathers lived and died here, and we would rather live here than
at any other place.'
"In conclusion I assured them-that I should report wbat I had learned about them,
and that I had little doubt but that the Government at Washington would be able to
do something to better their condition, charging them at the same time to strive, as I
felt. they bad been doing, to keep the peace among themselves and with the whites.
"I proceeded thence by the most direct route to Santa Ysabel raucheria. On reach•
ing that place, I found the captain, Augustine, absent; sent a messenger for him, ancl
also one for the chief of the Diegenes, Pablo Pene, who lives in a neighboring rancheria.
There are about one hundred and twenty.five souls at Santa Ysabel. They occupy the
finest valley of the ranch of the same name, on one side of which are about twenty
adobe houses for winter-quarters, while on the other side, near their fields of grain, are as
many brush-houses, now occupied. At the time that I reached the village, men, women,
and children were scattered over the fields harvesting their grain. Some were reaping,
some thrashing, some grinding, while near the houses women were making it into
bread for immediate use. It was altogether an interesting picture to look upon.
"The chief and captain arrived during the night, and as soon as possible in the morn•
mg I sought a conference with them in relation to the condition and want::i of their
people. I was glad to find them exempt from many of t,he annoyances of which the
Indians of San Pasqual complain. The land which they occupy is claimed under a
grant from the Mexican government by private parties, who have hesitated to under•
tak~ to eject the Indians for fear of violence on their part in resisting, as they (the
Ind111ns) dispute auy ownership more sacred than their own, and insist that they should
not be disturbed ia their possession.
"I reached Agua Caliente on t,he 17th instant. From a notched stick given me by
t~e captain of the village, Jose Ma_,ria Moro, it appears that there are one hundred and
s1xty•eight Indians at that place. The land upon whicll they live has been understood
to be of the public domain, until a recent survey of Warner's ra.nch betrayed the fact
that it was included within the boundary of said ranch. The owners of the ranch
threaten to drive_ them away, and settlers have interfered with their water-privileges,
and annoy them m many ways. On the whole they have little to encourage them, and
begin to feel that tbe white man is their enemy.
"My talk with the Inclians of Santa Ysabel and Agua Caliente was substantially the
same as at San Pasqual. They look to the Government to relieve them of the difficul•
ties ~nder ~hich they now labor. They are peaceably disposed, and for the most
part mdustnous, and deserve better treatment than they get.
".A,t San Pasqual and Agua Caliente I was called upon by white settlers, the majority
of whom had no good word for their dusky neighbors. 'They are thieves; they are
treacberou ; t~ey l;Lre vagabonds.' It was urged that they should be taken to some
one of the Terntones and surrounded by soldiers to keep them at home, or to some
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i land in the sea. I found, however, little in my journey to confirm such opinion : hut
wa glad to note many indications of thrift. . I coulcl but wonder, indeed, that they
are as reliable, honest, and peaceable as I found them to be. The sentiments entertained by very many white men in Southern California toward the Indians are well
illustrated in the conclusion to which the proprietor of a small ranch near Temecula
came in presenting the subject to rue from his stand-point. It is well to mention that
a family of Indians has occupied one corner of his much 'from time immemorial.' Hi
wise and humane (?) conclusion was that the owners of large ranches should not drive
'their Indians' away, but should keep them to work for them, and set apart certain
portions of the ranch for them. 'There is worthless land enongh upon every ranch,'
he said, 'for Indians to live on.'
"The Indians of San Pasqual and Santa Ysabel belong to the Diegenes tribe, with
Pable Pene chief~ while those of Agna Caliente are CoahuiJa Indians, under the chiefship of Manuel Largo. The two tribes speak different dialects; a few iu either tribe
oau speak the Spanish language, but I found none able to converse in English. The
aggregate number of the D iegenes is estimated at one thousand, distributed in about
fifteen rancherias, which are situated in the central aqd southern portions of the county
of San Diego.
"All of which I have the honor to submit.
"LUTHER E. SLEIGH.
"Rev. JORN G. AMES,
"Special Agent Mission Indians."
Proceeding hy way of San Pasqual and Bear Valley, for the purpose of examining the
country with reference to a reservation, I reached Pala on the 18th, where, on the next
day, I bad interviews with Jose Antonio Sal, chief, and with Manuolita Cot.a, ex-chief
of tbe tribe; also visited the flourishing Palma rancheria on the Palma grant, reaching Rincon, the residonce of Olegario, whom most of the tribe acknowledge as chief, the
same evening. Here I was rejoined by Mr. Sleigh on the ~0th.
It being Snnc1ay, we held in the evening a religious service, which was attended hy
mo t of the Iudians of tho ra,ncheria, who gave respectful attention to the words _addr s eel to them. At their special reqneRt this service was concluded with tlrn recital
of a 1iortion of the liturgy of the Catholic Church, one of their own number leading and
the r t responding.
Visiting tl.te potrero, near by, on the next day, I found an Indian family of unn ~ial
int r' t, because of their greater intelligence and generally recognized snpcrior,ty
alllong th tribe. The head of the family was absent, but his wife, ,; Margarita," known
far and wid alllong the Indians, seemecl qnite competent to take the management, of
affair in his ab ence. This Indian woman claims a half league of land which wa
graute<l by the Mexican government to h r gr:rndmoth• r, and which she now holds b_r
b 'l' mothcr'i:, will in trust for the heirs of the same. The rancheria upon this land 1
compo eel chi •fl,v of tl.te e heirs, who derive from tho land a comfortable snbsistence.
l ·turnillg to Rincon, I bad tbe good fortune to witness in the eveuinp; one of the
tiaditioual ,lances in which the Indians take so much delio·ht. It was conducted in an
ord •rly manner, nor was it carried to excess, and could h~rdly be regarded by any a
oth r tban a, safe and commendable amusement for them .
nth 21st, at this place, a conference was held with the San Lnis Rey Indian •
H.nuncrs had been ent out to inform those living in the different rancheriaR, aucl a large
?m~h r had come to()'ether eag r to bem· then wsfrom Washington . Tbis tribe takes
it · t1tl from the Mi ·ion of that name. It is farther advanced in civili,1ation than any
oth r_triuo of the so-called Mi sion Indians. They have the ropntation of being in~111 .tnou. and for th mo t part peaceable, an,1 bnt for tlle difficnlties they labor unde~,
l1_1
n ·Np11•11ce of th un ttlcd condition of land matter:=i and tho disregard of their
right~ hy the settler , woulcl be elf- nstaining and make relial>lo citizens.
pn•.·cnt th ·y are iu trouble about their chief, as indicated at the conference at
L ,· nw•l c. . A large majority prefer Olegario, and if au election were held now he
w 11lcl ,lonhtle. s h • cho en. He is int llitrcnt above the avera()'e 1 peaceably dispo d.
to_wnnl the whit :, capable of coutrolling°his Indian -for he is Yirtnally chief~ not,~·1th_tan,lnw the ~-ti?u of th, lat superintendent-and is at the same time an _enthu.-,a _ti· . d ·fi •ncl ·r of b1. lJeopl aud di posed to take ac1vaucec1 gronn<l · on que twns of
tlwtr n 1 h_t . A more comp •tent man altogcth 'I' cannot he found in th tribe.
~Iann li t: 'ota and Fran i co Magla, x-chi f's, an l Jose Antonio al, chief, w re
al pri·.· ·nt at th· ·oufer •nee. \Ve were ohlig •d to emplov two interpret r , in order
that all. _c ould b~: tm\<l to uncl ·r.tand what w had to a~ . I l>egan by readinO' my
1 ttN· ot 111 trn ·twn ancl ·plain •cl the sam to th m. ~foch ·atisfaction wa expr · <l
a th· pro. p · ·t. of r Ii ·f from th
ov rnrn •nt at \Vashington.
1lll'y 0111pla111 <l that bey w r au j • ·ted to many indi()'uities from white neighbor
It~ ?V ·t. the h ncl
npfrd by th •ni · bat h wat r tJf y had long <1 p ud d upon
fur nn~: ion hacl h n tnrn <l ont of it· ·onr c, r nd ring th •ir laud: u. el· ' , Ganch
tlJ
h · · hav · nppo. 1·<l t 1 •long to th m bav ,, n various pretext , be n wrc ted from
0
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them. They feel that the Govern~ent should protect them from. injustice in such
matters. They also expressed a desire thn,t schools s~ould be estahh-;hed_ among t,ht:rn,
so that their children may learn to speak the English language and live more like
Americans.
I explained to them, at length, the la,w in relation to the Government and grant lands
upou which they live; also, the laws of the State relative to the care of stock, and trespass by the same.
Iu reganl to the elect~on of a chief, about which b:;1,tense ft:eling prevails, I told th~m
I would refer the question to the Government for mstruct1ons, as I had no authonty
to order an election at present.
In conclusion, addressing Olegario and his captains, and then Jose Antonio Sal and
his captains, I charged them to see that the peace be kept and the rights of everybody's property respected; that there should be no strife among tliemselves, but that
all should work together for the common good.
The a,<rgregate number of the San Luis Rey tribe, as reported by the several captains,
is nine hnndred and seventy-five. Tltese are distributed in ten rancherias, scattered
over tlle northwestern portions of.Sa,n Diego County and located some upon Govern. ment ancl some upon grant lands. ·
·
0 .n tlie whole the conference resnlted satisfactorily. The Indians expressed themselves as willing and anxious to live at peace wit,h the settlers, and ready to wait
patientl,r, yet longer, for the Government to take such action as will secure them in
the eujoywent of their rights. They preferred many requests, most of which are implied in t,he recommendations which are to follow.
Leaving Rincon we rode over the mountains to Temecula, where is au Indian village,
aud from thence returned to Los Angeles.
On the 1st of August I set out to visit the Coahuila Indians. This tribe is divided
into two sections, one under Collezon as chief, living in Sau Gorgouio Pass, and in the·
desert lleyoncl i the other, under Manuel Largo, located principally in the 811n J aci u r.o
and Coalrnila Valleys south of the San Jacinto Monntains. 'l'he existeuce of the firstmentioned section of this tribe has seldom, if ever, lleen recognized in any official report
concemiug the Iudians of Southern California.
Proceeding uy way of San Beruardiuo, I visited Mr. M. H. Crafts, residing near Saa
Gorgonio Pass, whose letters to the Iudia,n Office in regard to these Indians hacl been
referred to me by the honorable Commissioner. I found Mr. Crafts thoroughly interested in U1eir welfare, and well qmtlified, through twelve years' acquaintance and
friendly i_u tercourse with them, to render me efficient i;ervice. He accompanied me in
my visit to the desert, where, in OUf conference with the Indians, I sv,w in their manifest
regard for him bow readily their coufidence and good-will are awakened by kindly
treatment and s~·mpathy.
A messenger was dispatched to summon Cabezon and his captains to meet me at the
potrero in the San Gorgonio Pass, on the following Wednesday. Proceeded through
the pass as far as Warm Spring Station for the purpose of visiting a rancheria there
located, and of ascertaining from actual observation the condition of the desert Iu-1
dians, returning to the potrero to meet Cauezon according to appointment.
Tbe venerable old man, supposed to be upwards of ninety years of age, arrived'
about noon of the clay designated, at the head of a company of horsemen in single tile;
heralded by a marshal in uniform, who anuounced the approach of tile chief and captains wit,h mnch pomp and noise. Tbe compa.uy seemed much exhausted from the
fatigue of th eir bot ride through the desert, while the condition of their horses indicated great <lestitntion in the matter of pastnrage. Callezon had the previous day
sent an urgent request that meat and fl.our should be furnished them on their arrival,
as they were not able to supply themselves with food at the conference. I could uot
do otherwise than comply with this request, purchasing the necessary provision of a
~hite settler in the pass. This aged chief is in many respects a re:narkable ruan. He
1s venerated by all hil:, people, over whom he has loug exercised a powerful iufl.ueuce
and always in the interest of peace and good-will toward the whites. Even when
their rights have been disregarded and their enmit,y excited, he llas withheld them
fro'? acts of hostility, persuading them to wait until th':l Government shoL1ld come to
their ~id. Through his influence, also, the tribe bas been kept from allying itself with
the tribes on the Colorado River for the purpose of making war upon the whites. His
efforts seem from the first to have been devoted to the preservation of the peace
between the two races.
The mind shudders at the contemplation of what would probably have been the
cesnlts to the inhabitants of San Bernardino County bad Cabezon and his tribe
assumed a different attitnde. More than this, the whites of that section of California
have been largely dependent upon these Indians in the care of their farms, much of
the labor in all departments of farm-work being performed by them. Many of the
land-own ers would have been subject to great inconvenience had not this Indian labo:f
been ava iln,ble. In the mean time the Indians ha-ve reapeu no permanent ad vantage
26 I
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from their labors; they have only become demoralized by their contact with the
whites.
After resting- a, while and partaking of some refreshments, Cabezon annonncecl himself ready to proceed with the conference. This took about the same direction as that
at Riucon, detailed a.Love.
The Indians <lwelt at length upon the encroachments of the whites, depriving them
of lands to which they asserted their sole ownership, and driving them back into the
desert, where they must soon perish. They were very reluctant to proceed to the consideration of any other questions until they should be assured of the restoration of
lands wrested from them, or, at least, of the peaceable retention of what they now
occupy. They were very much disposed to eject by force one or two trespassers who
were just then annoying them, and were indnced to defer such action only on my
a ·suring them that their grievances would be made known at Washington, aud that I
felt confident the Government wonld protect them in their rights.
They complained also of being overlooked in the distribution of presents, saying
they bad received only the merest pittance, while other Indians, who were uot more
deserving than they, bad been liberally supplied. To this I replied by assuring them
that the Government would endeavor to prevent any unjnst discrimination hereafter,
and that in any future distribution of goods amoug the fodians of Southem California they should receive their proper share.
They requested that schools might be established among them, and npressed a
·willingness to co-operate with the Government, in any effort it should make for their
benefit.
In concln ion, Cabezon said he was growing very old and must soon die, but be
wi heel before he passed away to see bis Indians settled upon lands which they could
call their own, and where they and their children could live unmolested. At a sub equent interview with Cabezon and a few of bis tribe at the residence of Mr. Craft ,
the ame topics were still further discussed, v,itb the additional request that t,he Government regard bis wish concerning his son, then preseut, whom he had appoiuted bis
11cc s ·or as chief of the Coabnilas.
The aggregate number of this section of the tribe, as reported by the several captain , i one thousand and eighty, distributed in about twelve rancherias. Mo t of
th se rancberias are located in the desert or arnong the mountains bordering the
am , wh r but limited opportunities for procuring a livelibood are afforded.
At th potr ro, however, where the conference was held, there are, I should judge,
ei ,ht hundred acres of irrigable land. This land bas been occupied from time immemorial by the o Indians, and has, I was told, been rngarded as a kind of retreat for
the quaw aud the :Jged oftbe tribe, whenever they have been driven back from the
now mor ·ettled portions of Sau Bernardino Connt,y. The potrero has been snppo ed
to b w •11 fortified against American settlers by the situatiou of their village at it
cutranc_ ; but witbm a few months an adventurous white 1mm, corning oYer the
mountain, has taken up his abode in tbe upper part of their uomain, where he contructecl a rude dwelliug before bis presence was known to the villagers. They dem~ncl d that be be ruadc to give up to them aO'a,in their former pasture-ground , and
&aid tb Y w"uld have expelled him by force, b;d they not hoard of my coming. They,
~owcv r, r luctantly consented to wait still longer to euable rue to present the fact
111 th ca
to the Government at Washington.
W proc •ded thence by way of an Bernardino and Riverside, the neare t available
TO\lk? to vi _it that portion of the tribe which recognizes Manuel Largo as chief, reRiding
p1in ipallrmthe anJa·intoandCoahnilaValleys. Ifoundthelndian of anJacinto
111volv ·d 10 t~1 u ual dHficulties with the whites. 'fhis rancberia is locatef1 partly upon
_grant, and rn clo e proximity to the principal spring of water in the valley. Bitter
~ 1 pnt<· hav prung up between the two races, which thre::i.ten c1 at one time tor ult
JU ac-t. of ':iol n · . 'fl.le white accu e the Indians of runIJiug off and killing their
to ·k. Tln , I l.iave no doubt, is sometime done, though by no meaus to the extent
all<'g cl.
'Tie India1! on the otb r band accu e the whites of driving thorn from their land
aud. f 'H'. t111g fr_ 11;1 them their home , in violation of every principle of ju tice, prot . tiu th •1r 1;mw1Jlm_!!ll
t Ru bruit longer to such treatment, and their pnrpo to
tak nrntt ,r mto tb 1r own liand unl ss the whites de ist from their encroachmen
or t.b · •o~<?nm~o prot ct ~b m in tb ir rights.
'Ib o · Jnmg m th
oabu1la all y are more i olated and so Jes subject to annoyot fr m •ttl r • Tb Y hav •, how v r driven off one or two white who bav att •111pt ·<1 t q na u on th •ir land , and d~clare their intention to pursue th ame con~
iu th: fotu~• iflik att mpt ar mad .
111
·t1 n of ~b
ahuil tiib i 1 p ac ably di po d-more inclined tor r
t _fo!' · • in t~1 mamt nanc f what. th y b •Ji v t be their right -than any oth r
11 111 11 lu lian . Tb y bav , duriu~ th p, t umm r b n v ry much xcit c1 by th
1111 • n~c · am n_g th '? of th
ni~d ta.te mar bal; who caiu for tho purpo.
an · t mg c rt rn part1e accused of tea.ling stock. The state of fe li11g i uch tbat I

INDIAN AFFAIRS.

403

deem it very important that adequate measures be taken to preserve the peace and to
secure the ricrhts of hoth parties at the earliest practicable momeut.
A couferen~e was held with Mannel Largo and his principal captains, in the Coabuila
Valley. Thi8 conference, in its main .f eatures, so clearly resembled those already held,
bat I deem it unnecessary to give a detailed account of it.
The Indiaus noder Manuel Largo, who was appointed chief by the late Superintendent Whitino-, number, as reported. by their captains, eight huudred and fifty-seven.
They own m"ore stock and are less given to agriculture than their fellow Iudians; this
is owing, in part, to the fact that much of their land is situated at such an elevation
that grain or vegetables cannot be grown because of frost.
·
Returning to Los Angeles we proceeded thence, to San Diego for the purpos~ of
examiuiug iuto the condition of Indians residing in the southern part of Sau Diego
County. Havincr heard that there were quite a number in the, vicinity of .Julian, a
mining town situated sotne seventy miles in the interior, we visited that locality.
Jnlian is a resort to wllich many Indians flock for the purpose of procuring liquor, or
for purposes still more reprehensible. No Indian village, however, is located thPre, nor
could I learn of more than two or three ranclierias along the southern border of the
county. It was impracticable to hold any conference with them from their being S()
much scatt.ered. Their condition very closely resembles that of tile other Diegerfes
above referred to in Mr. Sleigh's report. Quite a number of this tribe are al ways to
be found in tlie neighborhood of San Diego, and al ways in a dellloralized state. 'l'he
facilities which towns afford for vicious aud debasing indulgences prove to no class more
disastrous tba,n to the Indians.
My tour of investigation among the Mission Indians has made me more hopeful than
I bad anticipated in regard to th eir future, provided the GoYernmeut is ready to do
what ought to be clone for their relief.
In connection with many characteristics which belong to them in common with the
rest of tlieir race, they exhibit others more closel.v allying them to the whites, of which
ef-ficient nse may be made in efforts which the Government shall undertake in their
behalf. Their contact with the whites, while in many respects it has wrought harm,
bas in others operated to their adv:1ntage, especially as it will facilitate their future
acquisition of the arts of civilized life. While they compbin of the manner in which
they have been treated by the whites, I discovered very little of the spirit of revenge
among t,hem. So far from this, I think no other race would have borne so patiently
and with so little effort at retaliation the indignities and wrongs to which they have
been subJect. They are generally indolent, which, under the circumstances, is not a
matter of surprise. I believe, however, they can be persuaded to labor if those
inducements are presented to them that are most iufl.nential with other men. Th1•y
are thriftless and wastefnl, but · there llave been, in their case, small encouragements
toward the cultivation of better habits. They take little thought of the morrow, satisfied if their present necessities are supplied. Tbis fault, however, can be gradually
remedied by establishing among them that individual relation to property which subsists among the whites, and by fostering a des.ire for its acquisition.
The sanctity of the marital relation is sometimes disregarded by them, but the law
of chastity is most frequently violated through the persuasions of corrupt white men,
who look upon the Indian as the defenseless victim of their lusts. The evils resulting
from this are so serious as to demand th£' enactment of the most stringent laws tending tu the suppression of this vice. Gnilty white men should be madl~ to feel severely
the consequences of tlleir acts. The infliction of punishmeut will operate more
efficiently than any effort to keep the two races separate.
·
The worst habit on the whole, in its results, to which they are addicted is intemperance. This works fearful demoralization among them. The law forbidding the sale
of li'luor to Indians is violated with impunity. Notice has sclrlom been taken of such
violation by those charged with the execution of the laws, partly because there has
been no agent to interest himself in the matter, and partly because public sentiment
~a.s too often regarded the Indian as lawful prey even for whisky-sellers. Very unsatisfactory results have for the wost part followed attempts to secure conviction under
tlle htw. 'fhe attention of the Government is earnestly called to this subject. It is
probable that some change in the la,w itself, or in the provisions for its execution, may
be made b,v which it shall be rendered more efficient iu the suppression of this evil.
~s for other evils incident to their situation, and other faults of chara.cter, these, I
tlnnk, can, in large measure, he gradually rerueuied by the judicious management and
good example of tbe agent who shall be put in charge of them, and of his subordinates,
aud e pecially by bringing them under the wholesome influence of law-both State and
national-whose protectio11 and restraint will serve to promote order and peace, to
clieck individual license and self-will, and to foster a spirit of subordination and a just
regard for each oth~r's rights. I deem it of great importance tllat these Indians should
l>e treated as standing in the same relation to the laws of the land as white men, and
should be taught that violations of law would subject them to punishment by the civil
authorities.
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'l'HE RELATION OF THE l\'.IISSION INDIANS TO THE UNITED STATES GOVERl'iME~T.

The Missiou Indians became subject to the jurisdiction of the United States Government in virtne of the t,reaty of Guadalupe Hiclalgo. By its stipulations t,hey were to
occupy a relation to this Government analogous to that sustained by them to the government of Mexico, and were to be protected in the enjoyment of the rights appertaining to this relation. I shall not bere enter upou the discusision of the qnestiou of their
citizenship under the Mexican Republic. This question bas been recently discnsse<l in
a report of the htte superintendent, Mr. Wbiting, bearing date May 19, 1873, to wbich
attention is herewith called. In this report Mr. Wlliting assert,s the fact tlrnt they
were recognized as citizens by the government of Mexico and as ent,itled to tlle privilege of voting. In accordance with this view it bas been decided by the Unitecl St,atPS
court for the Territory of New Mexico, that, the lndiaus withiu the territory acqnired
by the United States from Mexico are, by virtue of the provisions of tbe eighth article
of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo of 1848, citizens of the United States. If this
position is well t,a ken it wonld seem that, on their becoming sul>ject to the j1uisdictio11
of the United States, they could not justly l.,e denied all t,he special rigbts of citizenship, or be treated as the Government has been accustomed to treat the wild and uncivilized tribes with whom it bas had pducipally to deal. As a matter of fact, however, tbey have never .been recognized ais citizens by our Government, nor as entitled
to any rights which a citizen is bound to respect.
They occupy an anomalous position. No treaty has~ever been made with them l>y
which they could l>e recognize<l. as i?Jiperinrn in i,nperio. Tiley llave never assumed a
hostile attitude toward the Govern.meut or the settlers, requiring tlrn employment of
force for their control. They never urged their claims upon the att,ention of the Government until recently, when it has become evident to them that they will soon be deJ)l'ived of everything they had thought their own unless the Govemn;ient interfere to
prev,~nt it.
They maintain their tribal relationship and self-government only in a modified forrJ?,
holding themselves amenable to tile laws of the U11ited States aud of the State of California. Tribal l>onds are becoming gradually weaker, and at no distaut day it is prol>able they may be readily persuaded to dissolve tbis relationship altogether. It would
not, in my view, be wise to attempt this dissolution at present. Nor would it be wise to
admit them as a whole to the privileges of the franchise, unless justice reqnires thisunle s it can be clearly shown that this rigbt was guaranteed by the treaty of GuadaJnpe Hidalgo. It is ~ei-y desirable, however, that tbey should be admitted to a.11 the
c-igbts of citizenship as soon as practicable, and that tbey should as far as possiule l>e
ucouraged and helped to fit themselves for the intelligent exercise of the e right .
'J.'hern are a few who are already well qualified and ready to become citizens, aud who
~ne willing, if neces ary to this end, to renounce all tril>al jurisdiction.
'fhreo Iuclia,n at least have recently made application to be registered as citizens in
L . 1,1 Aug l Uounty. Tl.leir petitiou was refusutl by the clerk of the county court, acting nuder the advice of the district attorney, on the sole grou lld of their l>eiug fotlia11:;.
They then referred the matter, through their attorney, C. N. Wilson, e q., to the
. uit
tales commissioner at Los Angeles, asking him to take snch action in the
pr mises a would fully test their rights in this reo·ard under the Cons ti Lu tion. He
1·cfu1iJ1•d to have anything to do with the case, fnrtli~r thau to transntit the aflhlavits
of th Indians to the district attorney at San Prancisco. Here the matter re ts for the
111: . en., with little pro pect that anything in their interest will be done by the offi_cers
of Jll lice, t wbom they have made appeal. Should ti.tis claim continne Lo be cl11.regm1<l i, the att •ntion of the overnment will ::l,O'ain l>e called to their ca e, in the
lJ P tlwt som provi )on will ue ma le, if not al~eady existiug, by which they, and
uc-l.1 a. th y, can r ad1ly ecure their reco.-rnition as citizen of the Unitecl Stat .
Id ·1 it imp~rtant that whatever binders this sho11ld, so far as pos ·ible, ue remov ·<l, a1ul that 10 the rnanage111 nt of the e Indians the Goverume11 t slwnld alwa~·
k P rn vii •w Lil ir iocorporat10u with the body-politic at tlie earliest practicable mom nt.
THE RJ~LA TIO

F TIIE l\11 . ION INDIANS TO 'l'IIE LA 'D •
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have never acknowledged any Indian title to the land. With other tribes treaties have
beeu entered into, with a view to the extiuguishment of their title, involving ofte_n large
expenditures of the public money. As regards these Indians, however, a comm1ttee of
tbe United States Senate, to whom the matter was refer.red, reported that no such
treaty was necessary; "that the United St,atcs, acquiriug possession of the terr~tory
from Mexwo, succeeded to its ri{J'bts in the soil; a,nd as thai; government regarded 1tself
as the absolnte a,nd unqualifiea"'owner of it, and held that the Indian had no usnfructnary or other rights therein which were to be in any manner respected, they, the United
Sta t es, were under no obligations to treat with the Indians occupying the same for the
extinguishment of their title."
.
In accordance witb this view, the assumed Indian title has always been disregarded
by the bod-officers of the Government in this district and by settlers. As expressed
by the present register of the land-office, the location of an Indian family or families
ou land upon which a white man desires to settle is, in law, no more a bar to imcb settlement than would be the presence of a strny sheep or cow. And so, like sheep or
catt.le, they have been too often driven from their homes and their cultivated fields,
the Government, through its officers, refusing to hear their protests, as though in equity
as well as i'n law they hail no rights in the lea8t deserving co11sideration. Such,
however, having been , and still being, the theory and practice of the Government, I
cannot think it possible that it 'will now turn a deaf ear to the complaints and to th0
petitions of these Indians. Every consideration of justice and humanity; and a regard
for their continued peace and good will, unite to urge the Government to make immediate provision for the few that remain of these once populons tribes, to secure them
in the eujo?ment of their rights and in the possession of homes which they cau truly
call their own.
The qnestion of the equitable title of the Mission Indians to lands in California is
discussed in the report of Superintendent Whiting, above alluded to, to which attention is again called.
"'
·
The policy of the Spanish, and subsequently of the Mexican government, was to
intrust, the care of the Indians to the priests of the Catholic Church. These priests
were authorized to establish m.issions wherever required, and to gather the Indiam1
of the vicinity into cornrnuuities abont the missions. Lands to the amount of from
four to eleven leagues were assignecl for the use of each mission. The success which
attended the efforts of th ese missionaries is attested by the interesting, and in some
cases remarkabl e, ruins of the mission buildings erected by the Indians nuder their
supervision, by the degree of civilizaiion to whieh the Indians were raised through
tbeir influence and instruction, by the fact that at some of these missions as many ·
as five thousand Indians were ga.thered; that upon the lands of the mission as many
as se,,enty-five thousand head of cattle were kept, besides large flocks of sheep and
ot,her stock, while eorn and other articles of food were grown sufficient for their support.
I am led to believe that it was th e design of the Spanish government to erect these
missions int,o pueblos, and to distl'ibnte the lauds arnong the Indians, giving to each
family a certain number of acres as soon as they were snfficientlycivilized to warrat1t
snch a step. This distribution of lands, however, was never made under t,he Spanish
rule, and, so far as I am informed, in 011 ly one instance under the Mexican rule. I refer
to the missiou lands of San Juan Capistrano, which, according to documents now in
the archives at San Francisco, were so distributed by order of the Mexican government. Upon some of these lands Indian families are still living, claiming possession,
and justly, I think, in virtue of this action.
A large portion of these mission lands is now included in grants claimed to have
been macle previous to the cession of this country t,o the United States. Nea,rly ~tll the
rest has been taken up under the pre-emption and homestead laws, so that of the many
leagues once set apart for the special beuefit of these Indians, and designed as their
perpetual possession, not one uow remains to them.
Many Indians are at present living npon grants which have been confirmed by the
United St,ates. Whether they are 1-mtit,led to remain there and to enjoy the use of the ·
laud, or are to be regarded as trespassers, is a question which mnst soon be decided.
I have been frequently told that whenever grants were made under the Mexican
~overnment the l'ight of any Indians then located upon the grnnt to a continnal resictence thereon was reserved, and the grautee ·was forbidden to eject or disturb them. I
have not been able to verify this assert,ion. The Indians have assumed its correctness,
and many of the grant owuers have hitherto seemed to acquiesce; a.t least tbey have
sufferecl the Indians to remain and enjoy the use often of the best portion of the grant,
that, namely, whose proximity to streams or springs cf water ruakes it available for
agricultural purposes. The time will soon come, however, when they will demand,
and, I think on general principles, with justice, the removal of tllese Indians. But,
irrespective of such demand, the interest of the Indians will, in my view, be best promoted bf removing them from grant-lands at the earliest practicable moment, and
settling them npon land s to which the Government can give t,hem title, aud where all
in1provemeuts shall redouud to their own and their childreu's beuefit.
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In ,icw of these facts to which attention bas now be@ called; in view especially of
the peaceable and friendly itttitude wh!ch they have always maintained toward the
Governmeut; of the general indifference with which their interests have been hitherto
regarded by the Government;_ of the supp_osed injustice ~nd wrong of which ~hey believe themselves to be the subJects; of theu· helplessness m the presence of an rncreasing immigration, wqich, with the sanction of the law, is driving them from their homes,
and seizing, without rnmuneratil)n, upon possessious which they claim as their own;
of the extremit,y to which they are reduced, now that nearly all the land available for
their use has been taken up, an appeal is made to the Government that it will at length
iuterpose its offices in their behalf, and take snch action as ,vill secure them in the undisturbed enjoyme11t of their rights and in the possession of homes which settlers
shall not be permitted to take from thew. When this appeal is made to an administration which has signalized itself by the just and humane policy it has adopted toward the Indians, I cannot think that it will be in vain. If other arguments or voices
are needed to induce action on the part of the Government in this matter, I would
refer to the reports of former agents who have had to do with the Misi:,sion Indians, nearly
all of whom have earnestly recommeuded that provision should ue made for them without needless delay.
What can be done T
Many sug~estions have been made looking to a solution of this perplexing question.
Some urge the policy of declari11g them citizens, aud then letting them take their
chances w ith white men in securing lands under the homestead act. To say nothing,
however, of their general want of qualification for citizenship, nor of the improbability
of their soon attempting to avail themselves of tbe provisions of this act, there is little
or no land in Sonthern •california from which they conlcl gain a livelihood open to
them. Almost all tlle land fit for agrfon ltural purposes has been taken np by settlers,
or is claimed UJHlcr Mexican grants. The case would probably be very different were
all spurious grant-claims <li1,;allowcd, and the bo_undaries of all ge1n1ine claims accurately defined, and the owuers compelled to observe these limits. Tlie Government
would undonbtedly then fi.ud itself to be the possessor of many thonsauds of acres now
claimed uy private parties. There might then be good laml enough for the fodiau
and to spare. There is uot now. And to adopt the polic_y suggested would be only
prt·judic1al to the Indians' true interests.
'om • atl vise that they be let alone, and left as heretofore to take care of themsel ve ,
a policy wbich ha already borne poisouous fruit, and ,vhich wonld result in tbe still
great1}r cle111oralization of both Indians and -white , to say nothing of the bitter and
110 tile feelings which such a course ,vould engender am·oug t.he former. It iA not
improbable that even the Mission Indians might then be provoked to acts of ho tility,
insan as nch conduct might appear to ns.
Others recommend that tbey be removed to a dista,nce from their present location,
and be estauli bed on a re ervation to be set apart for them either in Arizona or in
tl<~~e part of California remote from white settlem nts, where there will be lea t lial>1lity of tronb le between them and settlers. This course is advised by the pre s of
'an Di ~o, aucl wonlcl without doubt be satisfactory to a large portion of the wbi~e
popnlat1on of au Diego County. The arguments advanced in its support are chiefly
!O tbe fl ' ·t that the area of agricultural lauds in San Diego County is so limited that
1 t _ongbt ,~ll to lie re erved for w bite men ; that the presence of tho Iuclian operate , and
will ·ontin11e to op rate, as a bindcrance to the development of the re ources of the
c nntry, allCl tlrnt only increasing demoralization can be expected from the continued
con ta ·t of th' Indian with the whites .
. 'lbi :-' ould rt:~inly lie a simpl solution of the problem if it were practicable and
JU t, 11 •1tb ·r of wb1ch can I think it to b .
Th ' . r ·omm_ ndation_ does not contempln.te, except in a most indirect way, the welfar' ot th .Iuclian. _It 1gn r • all rights be may be up posed to have in th land he
uo,y o · ·npt , and d1 r garclH any preference he may cheri h in re•Yard to bis future lo·at1 on .. l t 1 sugge ·ted ·imply by a de ire that that section of country may be rid of a
:population!' gard ·d by man,v a, an bstacle in the way of their own pro perity, requir111~. for tlwir uppor
o"'! porti n of the goocl land wbo e po se sion i cov t d for
wlnt · • ·ttll'r . It would, 1f nndcrtaken, be a purely arhitrary measure, and could only
b e · ·nt ·11 b fore ,
th e luclhu1 woul1l not voluntarily rP-liuqui 11 their pre eut
bof!! . t h • _ran ~•rr cl t~ om di ·taut and unknown region.
r :till 1 clqw t•<l to tb1_11k that th ir b inrr permitted tor main in the country and
t? o · ·npJ' _a_rahl. land _w1l_l _r •tard agricultural development. On the contrary, I bt·lt ,·~ t lia It ·nl,J ·ct to J11d1 ·1ou.· ov right and dir•ctiou, and nmd e cure in the po··
,. 1011 of Janel.,. n ·b Janel ,~ nl<l 0011 yi Id und r th ir mana,~ •ment
larg r tnrn
a w,_, nlcl rf' ·nit 1f th e· w r 111 th band. of white mrn. I en rea on t doubt bu
tha Ill a f•w y f'nr man of th 111 would b c 111 ·killfnl farm r who e p a fnl Jal
wonl~l t u_d to incr a o fr my' r to I ar th aggr gate wealtl; of tb community.
u •v •.11 t( tb1 w re alto rr ·tb ' l' lonbtfol I think tbe dictat s of jn tice and wi dom
uld foruul the approval of the plan above augge ted ou th part of the Governwen
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MEASURES OF RELIEF RECOMMENDED,

lt remains for me to inqicate the measures that commend themselves t8 my judgment as most judicious in the premisee.
:{, recommend·
In regard to the San Luis Rey Indians-That, wherever they are now found located
upon Government lands, such lands be set aside for their use, to the amount .of not
exceeding forty acres to every head of a family and to every unmarried adult _mate
Indian; that for such of the tribe as are now settled upon land owned by private
parties, the unappropriatfld land in Pala and the adjacent township 9 south, ranges
1 and 2 west, San Bernardino meridian, be reserved to be distributed in portions
not to exceed forty acres to each bead of a family and to each unmarried adult male
Indian. The undivided portion to be held in common for purposes of pasturage.
These townships formed a part of the reservation set apart for the Mission India,ns in
A. D. 1870, but subsequently restored to the public domain.
Pala is the site of one of the old Catholic mission chur~bes, and a place to which
many of the Indians are still attached. Some of the best lauds of these townships have
been taken by settlers, but there remains enough, I think, to provide adequately for
such of the tribe as are not otherwise provided for. There is water in the San Luis
Rey River, which flows through the valley 1 sufficient for purposes_of irrigation if the
Indians be properly located and the water equitably distributed. CQnsiderable expense will atteud such distribution, as the water must be conducted long distances in
ditches in order to be available for any large extent of territory. The land, however,
cannot otherwise be made productive, and I think the result will justify all necessary
expenditure.
The Indians who own lands in their own rights should be strongly urged to retain
them in their position and to transmit them to posterity.
Concerning the question of the chieftainship of this tribe above referred to, I recommend that a new election be allowed, as the large majority desire, to be held at such
time as the agent deems best, with the distinct understanding that if any portion of
the tribe shonld object t,o being put irnder the chief then elected, they would be hel~l
as ex.emp,t from his jurisdi,ition on the condition of their renouncing their tribal relation aud registering themselves as citizens of the United States.
I advise this course the more readily from a persuasion that if any avail themselves ·
of this provision it will be a few of the more intelligent of the tribe.
In regard to the Diegenes-I recommend that townships ,12 south, range l north ancl
1 east, and 13 south, range 1 north and 1 east, San Bernardino meridian, IJe set asirle as
a reservation for their use. This will involve an expenditure of seve'ral thousand
dollars in the purchase of improvements made by se,ttlers, which improvements, however, would then red<mnd to the benefit of the Indians.
•
These townships constituted a part of the reservation above alluded to, and include
lands by far the most available in San Diego County for the purposes in view. I regard it as most unfortunate that the order designating Pala and San Pasqual as an Indian reservation was ever revoked, and am convinced that this step would never have
been taken had not utterly false representations.lleen made to the authorities in WashinO'ton.
The expense and difficulty of satisfactorily settling this Mission Indian question
have, in my judgment, been very much increased by such action.
If it be deemed inexpedient by the Department to purchase the improvements referred to above, I then suggest tllat the lands of th~se townships, not alreadv taken
up, be withdrawn from sale and reserved for these Indians. ·
•
The only alternative provision that presents itself to my mind is the purchase of
some private grnut. This would be attended with large expense, and in my view no
grant.-lands can be found which will meet the requirements of the case as fully as the
San Pasqual Valley, included in the townships above mentioned. For further testimony concerning Pala, and San Pasqual, I won-Id respectfully refer to reports as follows, viz: Special report of B. C. Whiting, superintendent for California, under date
of December 6, 1867, and special report of General J. B. McIntosh, superintendent for
California, under date of August 25, 1869.
·
For the Coahuila Indians-I recommend the purchase of from five thousand to ten
thousand acres of land in Sa,n Bernardino County, upon which the now scattered member!:! of the tribe shall be located. Available land can, I think, be found near the base
of the San Bernardino Mountains, wliich can be secured at a not unreasonable rate.
Should this be regarded as impracticable, I then recommend that the Government lands
npon wh ich these Indians are now living be reserved for their use, viz;, the Coahuila
Valley, in San Diego County; the potrero, near San Gorgonio Pass, San Bernardino
County, and such other smaller portions of land as they now occupy and cultivate, :;ind
that such of the tribe as are now set.tled upon lands owned by private parties be removed to said reserved lands. If this course be adopted all white settlers upon these
lands should at once be required to vacate them.

408

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF Tf!E INTERIOR.

The chief objections to this policy are, first, tktt it will leave the tribe very much
s0attered, and ,!!reatly hinder the c11lt.ivatiou of such knowl edge and habits as will
tend to render them intelligent ancl nsefnl citiz1ms of the repnblic; aud, secondly, the
fact that the Coahuila Valley is not available for agricnltural pnrposes, being subject
t o fro t every mouth of the year, and that the lands bordering the desert beyoud the
, an Gorgonio Pass afford but an insufficient and precarious snbsistence.
In r<'gnrd to the settlement of Indiaus upon reserved lands, I think it Yery important tliat, while the gr:1,zing lands may be 'held in commoJ1, the agricultnral lands
shonlcl he distributed in clearly-deiined portions among the inclividnal families of the
tri bt•, and that each fan.1ily should l>e held responsible for the cul ti v at,ion of its assigue<l.
JlOition s. I snggest fmi.hermore that each family he assured of th e possession of all
tl e p1ocerds of the lancls thus cult.ivated, and the ultimate possession in fee-simple of
th e lalltl itself, provided they continue to reside upon au\1- to iuiprqve it for the space
of twelYe years.
It is for many reasons very desirable to break np the communistic customs which
have prevailed among them, and to cultivate, as far as possible, a sense and pride of
owllership and an ambition for the accumulation of property.
The Government should give the Indians clearly to understand that tbey must support themselves after such provision shall have been made for them as their present
11ecessities require. I see no reason for thinking that they will not do this if they
bhall be made secure in the possession of Janel, and shall be put under judicious snp_ervision. I should decideclly oppose the issuing of rations, or any other action wlnc_h
would lead them to suppose that they would be taken care of without effort on tbe1r
part, but shonld encourage the idea that they would fare best who were most industr\ous. The Iu<liaus assert their willingness to labor, and say they neither intend nor
w1 ·h to be a burden to the Government.
I feel con:fident that, if the opportunities above suggested are afforded them, they
will themselves soon defray all the expenses of the agency charged with their care.
More than this, I cherish the hope that they will at no distant day become prosperous
aud independent agricultural communities.
Some may think it would be better to locate all the Mission Indians on a single reservation, and for many reasons this would be preferable. 'fhe great difficulty, however. in :finding a sufficiently large tract of land suited for the purposes of a reservation i a very serious obstacle to such a course. This difficulty arises not from any
l ack of unoccupied land, of which there are large areas iu Southern California, bnt
from lack of well-watered land. Water is an absolutely intlispensable requisite for a11
Indian settlement, large or small. It would be worse than folly to attewpt to locate
th em on laud destitute of water, and that in sufficient quantity for the purposes of
frrio-ation, if crops cannot be grown without irrigation. Moreover, I think their progre ·s toward civiliza,tion and citizenship will be best promoted by the tribes being
eparately located, while the expense iucurre<l will not be largely increased thereb)'..
In tbe plan above suggested anoth er difficulty is obviated, viz, that of persuadmg
!he Indian to remove to a distance from the places they now occupy. They prefer, as
1. n~tural, to ue left '~'here they are, and will donutless object in somti iustances t_o
111onng to any reservat10n. I think, however, there will, for the most part, be a reach11e s to comply with the wishes of the Government, if it shall lie seen that the Govcru1n °nt i · di posed to regard their wi bes iu locating them as near as possible to the
J>)a _<'a to which from association they are attached, and also in keeping the tribe
d1~tm ·t fr ru each other.
• b nlc1 it l, found practicable thus to locate these Indians, I would earnestly recomm ucl that chools be " tahlisbed among them a soon as possible, reo-ardiug it a
YP 1'Y mu h to b dcsir <1 that the chilclreu honlcl learn to speak the English languag ,
aucl h _ta.nght nt 1 a t the rudiments of dncation. It was one of th ir special reqne t.
t!rnt t~n honld be don , showing some appreciat,ion of the advantages which educatwn giv , and of th changed circum tauce under which their children are to live .
. I forth •nnore r comrueud that for the supply of their present wants there be proid cl-

For the San Luis Rey Indians:
1,000
1,000
500
5
"50

yal(1 of calico.
yard of mu lin.
yard of j an.
yant of flannel.
handkerchief .

10 plows.
10 ets of plow-harne
50 hoe.
10 spade .
20 shovel .

For the Dige11es :
1,000 yard of alico.
1, JO ·afll of mn Jin.
r.o yard of j<·an.
2f. yarcl of flann 1.
250 hautlk rchibfi .

10 plows.

l O ets of plow-harne
10 pad s.
50 boe .
20 hovels.
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For the Coahuilas :

~00 blankets.
200 suits of clothes.
200 hats.
200 pair of shoes.
~00 pair of socks.

1,500 ya,rds of calico.
1,500 yards of muslin.
1,000 yards of jean.
500 harnlkerchiets.
500 yards of flannel.

10 plows.
10 sets plow-harness.
50 hoes.
20 spades.
20 shovels.

Also for each tribe a sufficient amount of grain and seed for sowing and plauting the
corning ~-ear.
. .
.
.
. .
Such present provision being made for them, 1t 1s my hope that very little a1d of this
kind will be required in the future.
.
.
·
.
The adoption of the policy above suggested will necessitate the appomtment of a
permanent a.gent for these Indians. Upon his praP-tical wisdom, _honesty, a~1d ~<~elity,
the results of this effort in their behalf will largely depend. If the effort be Jt1d1c1ously
prosecuted under the direction of an agent who is fully in sympathy with the lndians,
and who regards the_ir good rather than bis own pecuniary g~tins, I cann<;>t but ~eel
that it will greatly redound to the credit of the Government, and to the mcreasmg
welfare of these, its wards, who now appeal to it for aid and protection.
In conclusion I beg to say that these recommendations are submitted the more confidently, whatever expenditure their adoption may involve, from the conviction that the
Government has been very remiss in its care of the Mission Incliaus hitherto; that
their claims and their rights have been already too long disregarded; that they deserve
generous treatment because of their fidelity to the Government; standing, as some of
tbem have done, as a defense to the settlers of Southern California, against th6 :fiercer
t,ribes of Arizoua, with whom they have steadily refused to unite for purposes of plunder, t,hat they ought not to suffer in comparison with others of their race, in consequence of their more peaceable conduct and disposition; and finally, that nothing less
will suffice as a satisfactory and adequate provision in their behalf.
In the hope that these recommendations Vl'ill meet with your hearty approval, and
whatever legislation may be necessary to enable the Department to carry them into
execution may be readily secured,
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
·
JOHN G. AMES,

Special Agent.
Hon. E. P. SMITH,
CornmisBioner of Indian Affairs, Washi11gton, D. C.

B.
REPORT OF J. W. POWELL AND G. W. INGALLS.
WASHINGTON, D. c., Decernber 18, 1873.'
Sm: The Special Commission appointed for examining into the condition of the Utes
of Utah; Pai-Utes of Utah, Northern Arizona, Southern Nevada, and Southeastern
California; ' the Go-si Utes of Utah and Nevada; the Northwestern Shoshonees of
Idaho and Utah; and the Western Shoshonees of Nevada; and for the purpose of
co11sultin~ with them concerning the propriety of their removal to reservations, would
respectfully submit the following report:
·
The commission was delayed a number of days by snows that blockaded the railroads
over the mountains, but arrived in Salt Lake City early in May.
At_that time there was much excitement in the country, consequent on the disastrous
co11f11ct with the Modocs.
.
Tbe commission found that the feelings of the white people inhabiting the territory
under consideration were wrought to a high state of resentment, which frequently
found vent, in indignities on the Indians, while the latter were terrified, and many of
them bad fl.eel to the mountains for refuge.
Immediately on our arrival at the city, delegations from various parts of the country
met us, representing that the Indians of their several neighborhootls were preparing to
C?~mence a war of extermination against the whites; and several petitions from the
c1!'1zens of different places, to the military authorities of that department, the governor
?f Uta1;1, and the Commissioner of Iurlian Affairs, representing t,hat the people were in
1mme<lrnte peril, and calling for military protection, were r eferred to the Commissiou.
U_nd~r these circmnsta11ces, the Commiss oners proceeded to investigate the stat~ of
affa.us m the Sanpete Valley, C1ulew Valley, Cache Valley, and on Deep Creek.
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It was soon found that the fears of the white settlers were groundless, and that the
Indians themselves were much more terrified than the whites.
In the 111e~1n time t,he Commission sent for delegations of Indians representing the
tri beR of Utes, Go-si lTtes, North western Shoshonees, and Wes tern Shoshonees; and after
meeting a number of these delegations at its camp near Salt Lake City, such information was obtained as led to a request for further conference with the Department concerning the best course to be pursued with these Indians in the light of the facts thus
obtained.
In cousequence of such request, one of the special commissioners, Mr. J. W. Powell,
was instructed to report to the Department at Washington.
Ou his arrival, the following statement to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs was
made:
WASHINGTON, D.

To the honorable Cornrnissioner of Indian Affairs:

c., June 18, 1873.

Sm: Your attention is respectfully called to the following statement of the condition
of the Indians inhabiting Utah, Nevada, Southern Idaho, Northern Arizona, and Southeastern California, who are not yet collected on reservations.
· These Indians are Utes, Pai-Utes, Go-si Utes, Northwestern Shoshonees, Western
Shoshonees, and Pa-vi-6-tsoes, (designated in the India.n reports as Pah-Utes.)
Of the Utes not on reservation there are two principal tribes, the Pah-vants and
SeuY-a-rits. The Pah-vants are on Corn Creek, near Fillmore, in Utah Territory, and
in the report of the Comtni8sioner of Indian Affairs for 1872 are estimated to number
1,200. These Indians are under a chief named Ka-nosh; they subsist by cultivating
the soil to a limited extent, by gathering seeds, fruit, and roots, and also by hunting;
but chiefly by beg~ing from the white settlers of the counwy.
Their condition 1s better than that of any other of the Indians under consideration.
The chief, Ka-nosh, is an Indian of great ability and wisdom, and is doing all he can
to induce his people to cultivate the soil.
II not only raises grain enough for himself and family, but usually bas a quantity
to Rell, from which be derives a re8pectable revenue. His influence is not confine<l to
the tribe over which be bas immediate command, but extends to a greater or less extent over most of the Indians of Central Utah.
The, euv-a-rits inhabit the country between the Sanpete and Sevier Valleys, on the
w t, and the Green and Colorado Rivers on the east.
o d •finite information bas been obtained concerniog 'the number of this tribe.
In tho fall of 1 71, one of your Commissioners met a party of them on the banks of
th
vier, and connted thirty-one lodges.
Th · people live by bunting and fishing, and col1ect seeds ancl fruits. They are
w •11 monnted, are a wild, daring people, and very skillful in border warfare. It may
lJ' safely tatcd that for the last ten years they have snbsist,ed chiefly on the spoils of
war: Iu tbeir raids theJ· have been associated with tho Nav-a-jos and Utes, who inbah1t tll country to the east of tho Colorado River.
Th Pai-Utes inhabit Southern Utah, Southern Nevada, Northern Arizona, and
ontb a t rn alifornia.
Th •re is a Slllall tribe in the vicinity of Beaver, and another at Parawan, whose
number are uuknown.
A third tribe i · usually foun<l encamped 80mewbere in the vicinity of Cedar.
1h prin :ipal chief of the I ai-Utes of Utah, Tau-gu, usnally remains with this tribe.
In th wiuter of 1 il-'2 the tribe was visited b, one of your Commis ioners, and
forty-tbr 1 lg~ were counted.
•
.
Th r i a tr~be in Long- Vall y, numbering about 125 persons, and one in Kanab
alley, numberrng 107. There are a few Iudians on the Paria River, whose numbers
~r • unknown, and th re i a mall tribe on the eastern side of the Colorado, near the
lm b tw n tab and Arizona, unmb ring 47.
Th
-iu-kar-et , dwelling among the U-in-kar-et Mountains in Northern Arizona,
numb r, l., nt ·o.
Th
h av-wits inhabit the Sheav-wit plateau in Northern Arizona1 and number
a ll 1 .
Th trill of Pai- t · thus num rat cl are such a have not been heretofore inclucl d
in tb r ·p rt of ~he P_ioch Agen y.
f the remainder who properly belong _t tb_at
a' •a .', and wbo inhabit outbw tern tab, 'onthern (Wada outhea tern California,
and ·ortb rn Arizona, your Commi ion r have bnt little ~ore knowledge than i
alr ady li •for th
partm nt. It i uffici nt to state that they are catterf'd in mall
trilw ancl bold all gianc to many p tty bi f: .
_11 tll~ Pai- t
u_b i t in part by cultiva,ting the soil, ome of them rai ing tb
gra10 ancl v • •tab) rntr do •d by wb it m n oth r cultivating native eecl .
'lb Y al.
·oll
un ·ultivat d • 1 , fruit , 'and ro t . A£ w of them occa ionally
·ork ti l' "hit· m n and th y al d pend very larg ly on b gging and are a. eriou
l,urd ·n t , bit ettl r .
'

•
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' The Go-si Utes Jive in the vicinity of Salt Lake and the valleys extending to the
west as far as the Nevada line. They probably number four hundred :persons.
Some of them are cultivating small patches of groum1; one band m Skull Valley,
one at Deep Creek, another at Warm Springs, and another at Salt Marsh, near the Nevada line.
They also gather seeds and fruits, dig roots and bunt a.little, but chiefly subsist by
begging. A few of them are occasionally employed by white men.
The western band of Shosbonees, in the reports heretofore made to the Department, have been overestimated for Utah and underestimaied for Nevada, wi~h regard
to their number and distribution. Your attention i8'called to the accompanymg statement made by Mr. Gheen, and marked A."
After carefnlly examining the paper and conferring with a number. of th_e principal
chiefs and leading men of the Western Shoshonees, the statement 1s believed to be
substantiallv correct.
·
These Indians are cultivating the soil to a very limited extent. Some of them are
employed by white ruen as herders and in other labors. Tliey gather seeds and fruits,
dig roots, hunt and fi8h, and eke out a miserable subsistence by begging. .
Of the number of the Northwestern bands of Shoshonees, your Commiss10n have no
trustworthy information. Their condition does not differ materially from the Western
Shoshonees. They are also divided into small tribes, several of which we have
visited.
Of the Pa-vi-o-tsoes, or Pab-Utes, of Western Nevada, we have obtained information,
of three or four hundred who do not report to either of the reservations on Walker
River or Pyramid Lake. Their condition is substantially the same as that of the Shoshonees.
Of the Wash-oes, mentioned in the report of the Department, we have no definite
information.
The Indians mention ed in the foregoing statement appreciate that they can no
longer live by hunting, fishing, apd gathering the native i,rouuct_s of the_so_il. .
They fully uµder8tand that the settlement of the country by ,vh1te men 1s mev1table,
and kuow the folly of contending against it; and they earnestly ask that they may
have lands of their own and be as::;isted to become farmers and stock-raisers, but especi·
ally do they ask that they may have cattle.
During the last few weeks that the Commission bus been among these Indians, it has
conferred with many of their chiefs and prinoipal men. One of ~·our Commissioners,
as agent for the Pai-Utes, for the past year bas traveled among a number of th_e tribes,
and the other Commissiouer, having been in charge of an exploring expedition for several years, bas met and conferred with numbers of these Indians from time to time,
and invariably they have expressed the sentiments given above. Their buntinggrounds have been spoiled, their favorite valleys are occupied by white men, and thoy
are compelled to scatter in Slllall bands in order to obtain subsistence. Formerly they
were organized into nations, or confederacies, under the influence of great chiefs, but
such men have lost their p(•wer in the presence of white men, and it is no longer possible to treat with these people as nations, but each little tribe must be dealt with separately. The broa<l territory over which they are scattered has been parcelled out
among the tribes by common consent, U8ually determined at general councils, so that
each tribe bolds a certain district of country as its own.
Now the most important difficulty in the way of collecting these people on reservations, is the fact that each small tribe desires to have a reservation somewhere within
the limits of its own territory, which is rnanife:::itly impracticable, as the Iudians could
not thus be protected in their rights, except at a great expense.
In the instructions furnish ed your commissioners for the collection of these Indians,
t_wo methods ~~re given_, the one to take the Indians on reservat~ons already established, and, fa1lmg rn this, the other was to set apart new reservat10ns for them. ·
After a careful examination of the facts, it is found that the last-mentioned method
is entirely impracticable, as, within the bounds of the territory over which these tribes
~oam, there is uo district of country with sufficient water aud other natural facilities
for a reservation, not already occupied ow white men. In fact, the lauds along the
streams and almost every important spring bas eit,her been entered or claimed, and
~hou ld the Government attempt to purchase such lands for the benefit of the Indians,
it would be found to involve a great outlay of money, as water rights and improvements are justly held at very high prices.
otbiug then remains but to remove them from the country, or let them stay in their
present condition, to be finally extingni8hed by want, loathsome disease, and the disasters consequent upon incessant conflict with white men.
Iu view of the removal and distribution of these Indians to the old reservations,
four important quest.ions were preseuted to the commission, namely:
Fil' t. Are the reservations for the adjacent tribes capable of properly supporting an
increased number of Indians f
• This statement has been omitted, as a more correct enumerntio11 has been made.

•
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econcl. Would the treaty stipulations with the Indians thus located permit an addition to their numbers, and would they consent to it f
Tliird. Would the treaty stipulations with the Iudians under consideration permit
of their removal f
Fourth. What division of the roaming tribes do their linguistic and other affinitie
dictate 1
Tue facts in answer to these questions, so far as they are known to the commission,
are a follows:
The reservation on the Mucldy is well known to both of the commissioners. There
i some good land and plenty of water; th ere are no valnable hunting grounds on the
re ervat.ion, or in the vicinity, but tbere are streams from which a greater or less supply of fi ·h can be taken; and the natnral products of the soil, which are somewhat
abundant,, would be of valne as a srurce of partial subsistence until they could learn
to fal'm for themselves. The timber is distant from the district where the farms mu t
necessarily be made, but the climate is good for sout,hern Indians, and the resenation
will always be isolated from other settlements. Altogether the situation is good and
sufficient.
The reservation on the Uintah is well known to one of vour commissioners. There is
an almndaucc of good soil, plenty of watel', and conve1-iient timber. The climate i
good for the growth of Rmaller grains and vegetables, but not favorable to the raising
of corn. Good range for cattle is practically unlimited-in fact, there is room enough
for all the Indians of Utah.
P •rhaps there is no finer valley than the Uintah in the territory of the United States
west of tbe hundredth meridian.
The comruis ion having no knowledge of the capabilitieR of the Fort Hall reservation ,
one of the commissioners, Mr. G. W. Ingalls, made a special trip for th~ purpose of
examining it. It was found that there was abundance of good land, plenty of water,
good and extensive range for grazing, and an ample supply of timber for the Indians
already located there, and all of tbe Shosho11ees of Utah and Nevada in addition.
But little is known by the commission of the resources of the reservations at Walker
River and Pyramid Lake, but from sucb information as bas been received it is believed
th y ar i11adequate to the wants of the Indians already collected there.
Th facts r lating to the second question are t,bese: No treaties have been made
with th Indians concerning the reservation on the Mnddy. Tbe treaty made with the
l cone rninO' the Uintah reservation provided for the gathering of ali the t.ribes of
tab in that valley, but it wa never ratified by the Senate, and although the Indians
a~ there a they suppose nnder the stipulations of the treat,y, it is not recognized as
l11ncling by the Government of the· United St.ates. The principal chiefs on the reservation tate th ir willingness and desire that the other Utes should be united with them.
Hy th tr ati s mad with the Sho honees and Bannocks concerning the reservation
at \Yind Riv rand Fort Hall, it is stipulated that they are made not only for t~e e
Indians bnt "For such other friendly trilles or indiviclnal Indians as from time to time
tl1<>y lllay be willing, with the c0nsent of the Uuited States, to admit amongst them.''
With regard to the third question," Wonkl the treaty stipulations with the Indians
1111d ' r consicl ration p rmit of their removal f" It appears that there are no recognized
tr 'aty stipulation exi ting with the Utes and Pah-Utes.
A trraty wa couclnded October 12, 1 63, with the Go-si Utes in which it was especially provid d as follows :
Artie] 6t.h. "'l'he aid band agree that whenever the President of the United States
h· 11 <l '<'m 1t xp di ent for them to ahaurlon the roaminO' life which they now lead, aud
he om . ,ttJ •cl a h rd men or agriculturist , he i herel>y authorized to make ·ncb
n· ·1:rvahcrn for tb ir n. e a be may deem necessary; and they do al o agree to remon,
th0 ir ·umpi; to 11 h re ervation a he may indicate, ancl to reside aud remain tbere0n.'
•
that th •o~ i t,s may be requir d to go on a r eservation wherever and whenever
the l r '· icl nt du •t .
. treaty wa con lud d Octob r 1, 1 63, with the western bands of Shoshone from
wlu ·h w <' · trn t article 6th, viz:
"Th nicl band agr that whenever the President of the United States ball cte1::m
it .·p ,(lj nt for th ·.m to abandon th roawing life which they now lead, and b come
hc·r~l 111 u ancl agncnltnri t , h is h r by authorized to make such re nation for
th •u· l• n. Ii' lll' y cl m n · ary, within the country aboYc de cribed; and they do
al h ·r ,J, ' agr to remov their camps to uch reservation as he may indicate and
t r i,1' or r 'maiu th •r on."
I i. th11
n that th. y can al b called to a re rvation by th will of the Pre icl Put, hu
u ·hr rvat1on ru11 t be wi hin certain boundarie a described in article
5th viz:
'
• It i · nncl .r t 1 tba th_e honndari of the country claimed and occupi d by aill
1 nn<l. ar c~ ·frn d and l · r1 b cl by th 111 a follows: n th north by the Wong-go-gadn l[cm11ta111 and ho hon Riv •r all y · on thew t b th ,· i-uou-to-V}Lh Mountain
or• mith 're ·k fountain · on th outh b,v i-co-bab and the Coloracla. Desert; on
th " by a-ha-no-be all y or t p-toe all y, and Great Salt Lake alley."
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Your commissioners are in some doubt as to where these boundaries are situated, but
believe they include the Fort Hall Indian reservation.
By the treaty concluded with the northwestern bands of Shoshones at Box Elder,
in the Territory of Utah, on the 13th day of July, 1863, it is stipulated as follows.:
''Article 2d. The treaty concluded at Fort Bridger on the second day of July, 186:3, •
between the United States and the Shoshone nation being read and fully interpreted
and explained to the said chiefs and warriors, they do hereby give their full and free
assent to all of the provisions of said treaty, and the same are hereby adopted as a part
of this agreement, and the same shall be binding on the parties hereto."
In the treaty made at Fort Bridger, to which this article alludes, the following provisions are found.
"Article 2. The United States further agrees that the following district of country, to
wit: commencing at the mouth of Owl Creek and running due south to the crest of
the divide between the Sweet Water and Pa-po-a-gie Rivers; thence along the west
of said divide and the summit of Wind River Mountain to the longitude of North
Fork of Wind River; thence due north to mouth of Raid North Fork and up its channel to a point twenty miles above its mouth; thence in a straight line to headwaters
of Owl Creek, and along middle channel of Owl Creek to place of beginning, shall be,
and the same is, set apart for the absolute and undisturbed use and occupation of Shoshone Indians herein named, and for such other friendly tribes or individual Indians
as from time to time they may be willing, with the consent of the United States,
to admit amongst them."
The boundaries of this reservation have been contracted by a subsequent treaty.
It will thus be seen that the Northwestern Shoshoue.3 are under treaty obligations
to settle on the Wind River reservation, but as a part of the Shoshones are already
at Fort Hall, it might possibly be more agreeable to the bands under consideration to
go there.
From the information which your commissioners have received it is believed that it
will be necessary to remove the Pah-Utcs or Pa-vi-o-tsoes from the Walker River and
Pyramid Lake reservations to some better point, as the resources of the territory they
now occupy are inadequate to their want.
·
The United States Indian agent, in charge of the reservation at Fort Hall, informs
your commission that he believes that the Inuiaus now at that place would raise no
serious objection to the removal of the uncolleeted Shoshones to that place.
The rights and obligations of the Indians under consideration have been thus carefully examined that no unjust cause of complaiut might arise.
With regard to the fourth question, "What division of the roaming tribes do their
linguistic and other affinities indicate ,,, much has yet to be learned.
The names by which the tribes are known to white men and the Department give
no clue to the relationship of the Indians; for example, the Indians in the vicinity of
the reservation on the Muddy and the Indians on the Walker River and Pyramid Lake
reservations are called Pai or Pah Utes, but the Indians know only those on the Muddy
by that name, while those on the other two reservations are known as Pa-vi-o-tsoes,
and speak a very different language, but closely allied to, if not identical with, that of
the Bannocks.
·
The Indians of Utah and Nevada, known as Shoshones by the whites, are known by
very different names by the Indians.
·
The two tribes mentioned above, Pah-vants a1Hl Seuv-a-rits, speak the same language,
and are intermarried with the Indians on the Uintah reservations, and should be taken
there.
The Go-si Utes speak a language more nearly like that of the Indians at Fort Hall,
but they are intermarried and affiliate with the Indians at the Uintah reservation, and
it is believed they would prefer to go there also.
The tribes of Pai-Utes, mentioned in the former part, should be taken to the Muddy.
Of the Western Shoshones, Northwestern Shoshones, Pa-vi-o-tsoes, and Washoes,
sufficient is not yet known to reach a conclusion on this matter.
Whenever these Indians are gathered on reservations it will be necessary to make
provision for their subsistence, uutil such time as they can take care of themselves, as
1~ would be impossible for them to live upon the native prodtu~ts found on the reservat10ns.
To take them there and have them scatter again would be to put them in a condition
worse than they are now in, and it would probably be more difficult to induce them to
return.
T_he appropriations made by the last·Congress for the support of the present reservations, to which these people should be taken, am entirely insufficient for the support
o~ the Indians who are already on them, and they are compelled to leave their reservations during a part of the year to obtain a living.
Under these circumstances, your commissioners did not deem that it would be wise
to remove any of the Indians at present, and they submit this statement of the ·condition of affairs for your consideration.
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Ha,;-inp; in view the ultimate removal of all the foregoing Indians to reservatio
alreadv established, the following re<;ommendations are made :
First. That the Pah-vants and Seuv-a-rits be visited and informed that the Go,ernment of the United States bas decided that they shall make their homes on the l;intah
reservation, and that hereafter no goods will be issued to them at any other place.
• Second. That the tribes of Pai-Utes shall be visited, and, if possible, a numuer of th
chief and principal men be induced to visit the Uintah reservation, with a ,iew t
their final settlement at that place.
Should the commission find it impossible to induce them to look upon such a removal
with favor, it should then make a thorough examination into the condition of affairs on
the Muddy reservation, and report the results to the Department.
The agent for that reservation should immediately commence work and prepare t
raise a crop the coming year to such an extent as the appropriation and circumstance~
on the r eservation will permit.
In the mean time two or three reliable men should be employed by the commission to
collect the Western Shoshones at three or more points, where they could be visited
by the commission and their annuities distributed to them, and they be informed of t he
decision of the Department, that they are to go on reservations, and that hereafter no
annuities will be distributed to them except at the designated reservation or reservations.
The same course should be taken with the Go-si Utes.
The Northwestern Shoshones should be assembled to meet the commission at Fort
Hall, and, when there, their annuities should be given them, and they should be informed
that tbe Fort Hall reservation is to be their future home, and that hereafter no annuities will be given them at any other place.
One of your commissioners can communicate with a part of the Indians in their own
tongue, and Mr. Gheen, who is already in the service of the United States in Nevada:
, peaks the Shoshone language, but it wm still be necessary to have one more interpreter, as the commission must necessarily be divided, and three or four parties organized to reach all the tribes in one season.
It is therefore recommended that Richard Komas, a native Ute, now a student in
Lincoln University in Pennsylvania, be employed for this purpose.
'Should these suggestions meet with your approval, it would be necessary to have the
annuities for the Western Shoshones, ~or+,hwestern Shoshones, and Go-si Utes placed
to the order of the commission.
Very respectfully,
·
J. W. POWELL,
G. W. INGALL ,
U. S . Special Commission.
On .June 26 the following instructions were received:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AF.FAIRS,

Washington, D. C., June 25, 1 7:3 .
. Sm: _I acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, with a statemenrn detail of the present condition of the Indians in Utah, Nevada, aud Southern Idaho,
who have not yet been collected ou reservations.
With a view to the ultimate removal of said Indians to such reservations as ha,
already been establishe<l, yon recommend as follows:
1st. That the Pah-vants and Seuv-a-rits be visited and informed that th e Governm n
ha · decided that they shall make thefr homes on the Uintah reservation, and that hereafter no goorls will be issued to them at any other place.
_2_d. Tbat_some of the chiefs and principal men of the Pai-Ute tribe be induced t
v1 it _the Umtah reservation and encouraged to make their homes· at that place; and in
case 1t sho_uld be found impossible to induce them to look with favor upon a reruoT",
to that pornt, then to make a, thorough examination as to the condition of affairs o
the M-11;ddJ: re_servation and report the re1mlt to the Department, preparation · in h
mean time bemg made for raising a crop the cominoyear to such an extent as circum0
stances will permit.
3d. That two or three reliable men be employed by the commission to collect
\Ye tern Sho_shones at three or more points, where they can be visited by the comm ·-·ion and then annuities distributed to them, and that they be informed of the ueci i
of_ the De_par~ment that they must go on reservations, and that hereafter no annuV
will be d1stri~uted to them except ai the reservation assigned to them; the same co
to be taken with the Go-ship Utes.
4th. That the Northwestern Shoshones be assembled to meet the commi · ion •
Port ilall, Idaho, to.receive their annuities, and that they be informed that Fort
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reservation is to be their fnture home, and that no annuities will be given them at any
other place.
,
5th. That Richard Komas, of Pennsylvania, be employed as interpreter to the commission · and
6tb. That the annuities of the Western Shoshones, Northwestern Shoshones, and
Go-ship l.>and of Utes l.>e placed at the disposal of the commission.
The above recommendations meet with the approval of the Department, and you are
hereby antborized to carrJ' the same into effect.
.
Instructions will be issued to C_nlonel Morrow, at Salt Lake City, lJtah, to transfer to
you the annuity goods referred to in your letter.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDW. P. SMITH,
Cornmissioner.
J, W. POWELL, Esq.,
Special Comniissioner, tfc., Present.
T

While Special Commissioner Powell was thus engaged at Wasbington 1 Special Com-missioner Ingalls visited a part of the Northwestern Shoshonees in Coche Valley, and,
returning from this expedition, made a trip to the Pai-Ute reservation in Southern Nevada. The special commission met again in Salt Lake City.
In obedience to the instructions received, the commission then. proceeded through
the Territory ofUtah to its southern line, visiting a number of tribes on the way, taking with them a quantity of goods to be distributed to the several tribes as they should
be met from time to time.
Sometimes the commissioners traveled in company, at other times they separated
for the purpose of facilitating their operations.
Ou this trip many of the Indians belonging to the Uintah agency were visited, especially the Seu-a-rits, as some anxiety had been entertained lest these Indians should
9,gain commence their depredations on the settlements. It was found that they had of
their own accord given up their marauding life, and they signified their willingness to
go on a reservation and adopt the habits of civilized men. The reasons which thev
assigned for so doing were very interesting.
They stated that their people had been dying very fast of ]ate years, so that their
numbers were greatly reduced, and they were specially terrified ou account of some
disease which had carried off more than twenty of their number in less than a week,
ouly a short time before the commission met them.
Some of their people attributed this to sorcery practiced by other Indians, others to
sorcery practiced by the white inhabitants of Utah, but the great majority seemed to
consi\ler it a punishn;ient for the petty wars which they had waged of late ye_a rs.
Whatever the cause, they bad determined to abandon the country, and part of them
were about to join the Utes of the Uintah reservation, another to join the Pah-vants,
another the Pai-Utes near the head of the Sevier, and a fourth the Utes of Colorado.
They were informed that the Government of the United States expected them to go
on tbe reservation at Uintah.
·
The Pah-vants were next visited at Corn Creek, near Fillmore. This tribe was found
to be much smaller, and the people in a much more destitute condition than had been
represented to the commission.
Ka-nosh, the principal chief, is an elder brother of Pi-an-ump, principal chief of the
Go-si Utes, and the Pab-vants and Go-si Utes, although speaking different languages,
affiliate socially, and often ~o on their hunting excursions in company.
·
From this point an Indian runner was sent to bring Pi-an-ump and a number of
Go-si Ute chiefs to confer with Ka-uosh and such other Indians as might be collected
here, in regard to the propriety of their all going to the reservation at Uintah.
This runner was successful in bringing in the desired Indians, so that the Go-si
Utes were well represented at the consultation held at Ka-nosh's camp.
They remained with the commissioners s,weral days, and great pains were taken to
explain to them the intention of the Government in collecting Indians on reservations.
The result of this talk was very satisfactory.
In obedience to the first part of the second clause of their instructions, viz: "That
some of the chief's and principal men of Pa1-Utes be induced to visit Uintah reservation,
and encouraged to make their homes at·that place," the commission sent for Tau-gu,
the principal chief of the Pai-Utes, of Utah and Northern Arizona, and a numl.>er of
subordinate chief's. The only ones who could be induced to meet it were Tau-O'u and
Mo-ak-Shin-au-av, chief of the U-ai-Nu-ints, who live in the vicinity of Saint George.
They informed the commission that, induced by considerations presented to them in
former conversations, they bad held a general council for the purpose of consultincr
auout the propriety of going to Uintah, and the snggestion had been repelled by all
the people, and there was no voice raised in favor of their going. They averred° that
the Utes of Uintah had been their enemies from time immemorial ; bad stolen their
women and children ; had killed their grandfathers, their fathers, their brothers and
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son , and, worse than al_l, were _profo_nndly skilled in sorcery, and that under no consi<leration would t,bePa1-Utes hve with them.
It was found that it was impossible, without using force, to induce the Pai- te to
join the U'.es, and _it was d_eterm_iued to a<l?pt the _conrse irnlica_ted in_ the ,~lternative
presented rn yonr rnst,rnct10n, v1z: "Aud rn case 1t sl10nld be found 1mposs1ble to induce them to look "·ith favor upon a rnmoval to that point, then to make a thorou"'h
examination as to the condition of affairs iu the Muddy reservation, and report the resnl t to tbe Department."
The com111ission then proceeded to visit in detail all tbe Pai-Ute tribes of Utah and
Northern Arizona, viz, Kwi-nm-pns, Pa-rn-gnns, Un-ka-pa, Nn-kwints, Pa-spi-kai-vat ,
Un-ka-ka-ni-guts, Pa,-gu-its, Kai-vwav-nai Nu-ints, U-in-ka-re:s, and Shi-vwits.
There is a sm,Lll trillA of Pai-Utes in Northern Arizona, on the cast side of the Colorado RiYer, kuown as Kwai-an-ti-kwok-ets, \Yhich was not v isited by the commi Hion.
This little ba,nd Ii ves in a district so far away from tht1 route of travel that your commission did not think it wise to occupy t~e time and incur the expense neces ary to
visit them in their homes.
Finally, delegations of all these tribes were collected at Saint Georg-e for general
consultation, concerning the reservation for the Pai~Utes in Southern Nevada. The
result of thi talk was, in the ruain, satisfactory, and a delegation was sent uy them to
go with the commission to see the country.
From Saint George the commission proceeded to the reservation on the Mo-a-pa,
(Muddy,) a,rriY ing there September 10, and here met about 400 Pai-Utes who bad
previou ·ly been collected in the valley. It remained eleven da?S for tbe purpose of
conferring with the Indians already here, and with such delcg~tions from ot,her tribe
as coulcl lle induced to meet here. Quite a number of conferences were held with the
Indians, both by day and by night, for more than a week. The conclusion of all wa ,
that the India.us on the reservation were willing that the other tribes shonld unite
with them, and the delegations represeuting the trilles away were favorably impres ed
with the country, and promised that the Indians would all come to the reservation
another year, on condition that the Government would provide temporarily for their
maintenance, and give them such aid as might be necessary to establish them as agricultnd ts.
Arrangements were then made by which the Indians on the reservation were enabled
to plaut a fall crop.
Y nr co111mission had also another duty to perform here, viz, to inquire into the
natnre aud aruouut of the claims of the present whitfl settlers on the reservation.
Thi duty they performed with a desire to protect the Government against unju ·t
claim., and nt the ame time to do no injustice to the claimants themselves.
'fbe r ult of their investigations into these matters are given in a subjoined report.
1ll com111i iou remained ou the reservation fourteen days, busily employed in the
duties ahove mentioned.
·
In the meantime, it provided that the annuity goods for the Go-si Utes, Western
ho ·hou , and Northwestern Shoshones, should be distributed and stored at a number
of points in tah and Nevada, and that information should be carried to the several
tribe. that tbe commi ion would meet them at designated points.
In view of the extent of country yet to be traversed, and the number of Indians yet
to be met, it was thought best for the commission to divide here, and Special Com mi •r Powell proceeded to carry 011 tbe work with the Pai-Utes in Sonthwestern
siou
1
Yacla }Lncl onth astern California, anu Special Commissioner Ingalls to the Western
· h hon of We tern evada.
The work to the southwest was continued nntil a11 the Pai-Utes bad been een.
P" ·i~l ommi ·ioner Powell returned by way of the Mo-a-pa reservation, aint Geor"'e,
and F1llmor' to alt Lake City. On his way, in the vicinity of Beaver, tbe Pah-vant ,
who wn o_nt on 3: bnn_Ling excursion , were agaiu met, and another long consultation
wa held with their clnef, Ka-uo h.
P. cial 'ommi . ion 'I' Ingall proceeded byway of Pah-ran-a-gatValley to Hot Creek,
m trn ,. thcr ' a n nlll ber of Western Shoshones, and from thence to Belmont, where a
numb r of otb r tribe were met. From Belmont he returned to Hot Creek, and from
thrn · _pro (l,~ to Ifamiltou, Egan Canon, Spring Valley, and Deep Creek, to alt
Lake it~•, m tin a 1111mber of trilles at each place. On this hurried trip the work
wa n~t comp) tcd .. All of tbe aunuity goods to be distributecl to the Sbo hone. bad
uot am_v1,,l at. the polllts at which tbey were to h.'1ve been distributed, and ome of
th · Indian of tho vicinity of Hamilton had not assemulecl. It was therefore nece-~ry for p cial Conrn1i. ·ion er Ingalls to ret,urn to Hamilton and Eo-tin Caflon, which he
did ancl on tu co1upletiou of the work at those places proceed~d to Corinne, C'tah.
wlwr ' he wa me by omrui ·siou r Powell.
u<l r tb ·ir in tr11cti ns the com mi sion should have met the North we tern ho hon · a 1' ort Hall, but a nnmll r of circun1stances conspired to prevent thi . It w
fnnncl that a. p~rt ?f th m, nnder a chief named Po-ka-tel-lo, bad already gone tofo
Hall, u<l had 1gu1ticd their intention of remaining and taking part with the ho ho-
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11cs and Bannocks on tllat reservation; and another chief name<l Tav-i-wnn-she-a,
with a small band had gone to the Shoshone reservation on Wind River, and 'theyhad
determined to cast their lot with Wash-i-ki and his men. Each of these chiefs sent
word that they had taken this course, governed by representations made by the commission in the spring, and they desired that it should so represent the matter to the
ao-ents on those reservations that these people might meet with proper consideration.
'f~o other bands, one under San-pits, the other under Sai-gwits, had refused to go to
Fort Hall, and were encamped near Corinne, and had sent a delegation to request the
commission to meet them at that point. The lateness of the season, and the limited
' amount of funds at the command of the commission, caused it to decide that it was
impracticable to send the goods to Fort Hall and to collect the Indians there for the
distribution, and the two last mentioned tribes were met near Corinne,
Leaving Special Commissioner Powell at that place to complete the distribution and
to talk with the Indians, Special Commissioner Ingalls proceeded to Elko to meet the
remainder of the WesterI\ Shoshones, who had, in the mean time, been collected at
that point by assistants of the commission.
·
A delegation of the Western Shoshones, representing the tribes that assembled at
Elko, another delegation of the Northwestern Shoshones assembled at Corinne, and
a delegation of the Go-si Utes were brought to Salt Lake City for the purpose of con:
fening with another special commission composed of Hon. J. P. C. Shanks, Governor
T. W. Bennett, and H. W. Reed, concerning the reservation at Fort Hall. The result ·
of this conference was very favorable. The commissioners then returned to Washington, arriving here December 1.
This brief history of the operations of the commission will be followed by a statement of the general results obtained.

ORGANIZATION, ENUMERATION, AND DISTRIBUTJQN OF THE TRIBES.
Your commission deemed it a ·matter of prime importance to make a complete enumeration of the tribes visited, and to obtain a thorough knowledge of their organtzation and condition. Of the Utes, Pah-Yants, Go-si Utes, and Northwestern Shoshones they are enabled to make what they believe to be an accurate statement of their.
numbers.
The census of the Western Shoshones is believed to be a fair approximation. The
latter tribes are more or less disorganized, and in some places their tribal relations are
entirely broken up, and they are scattered over a large district of country, and it would
have required at least an additional month, and a corresponding expenditure, to have
made the work as thorough with them as with the other tribes.
The original political organization of the tribes under consideration had a territorial
basis; that is, the country was divided into districts, and each district was inhabited
by a small tribe, which took the name of the land, and had one principal chief. These
tribes, or "land-nameds," as they are called in the Indian idiom, were the only permanent organizatioos, but sometimes two or more of them would unite in a confederacy
under some great chief.
The ronowing table exbib_its the names of these tribes, the number ?f men, women,
an~ children, severally and m total, and also the land-name of the tnbe, its locality
chief, and, wherever a confederacy exists, the principal chief of such organization:
'£he numbers in the left-hand column refer to correspondjng numbers on the accompanying map, the latter numbers indicating the region of country severally claimed by
the tribes.
·
•·
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RECAPITULATION,

528
The Pai-Utes of Utah number. _____ .....• --·- .............•............
556
The Utes of Utah number .................. -·-·-· .................... -·
134
'fhe Pah-vants of Utah number ...•.................................. - . 256
The Go-si Utes of Utan number ____ .................................... .
1,474
Total number of Indians in Utah ................................ 284
The Pai-Utes of Arizona number ... _............•..• - -..... - . - ... - ........... .
The Pai-Utes of Southern Nevada number._ ........................... -~ 1,031
The Go-si Utes of Nevada number ............•..•.....• --··............
204
The Western Shoshonees of Nevada number ............................ 1,945
Total number of Indians in Nevada met by the commission ........ - - - 3, 180
The Norlhwestern Shoshonees of Idaho number ......... - -·· ............... - . .
400
184
Tile Pai-Utcs of Southeastern Califor.cia number ..••••.................. -.. - . .
Total number of Indians visited by the commission ........... - •......... 5,522
The1·e is another confederacy, known as Chem-a-hue-vis, that inhabit the Chem-ahne-vis Valley on the Lower Colorado. Their country is separated from that of the Pai'Utes in the above table by the region inhabited by the Mojave Indians. These Chema-hue-vis speak the same language as the Pai-Utes, a,nd claim that they formerly lived
a mong them. They still associate with the Pai-Utes farther noo:th in California and
at Cottonwood Island, and are intermarried with them. ·
A delegation of these Indians met the commission at the Vegas, in N evacla. They estimate the whole number of Indians belonging to the confederacy at about 300, and this
is believed to be approximately correct.
The Indians of Western Nevada belonging to the Pyramid Lake and ·walker River
reservations are known as Pah-Utes and Pai-Utes in the records of the Indian Depart~
ment. 'fbey should be known as Pa-vi-o-tsoes, as this is the name by which they
know themselves, and by which they are known throughout tlie surrounding tribes.
They are properly a branch of thfl Bannocks.
In Western Nevada, and on the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevadas in California,
there are a number of Indians known as Ko-eats, Pan'-a-mints, &c. They are known
to speak langnages of the same stock as the Pai-Utes, Shoshones, and Pa-vi-o-tsoes.
PAI-UTES.
CONDITION AND WANTS.

Of the Indians known as Pai-Utes there are thirty-one tribes. Ten of these are
unitetl in a confederacy, having for their principal chief, 'fau-gn'.
'J'he Kwa-an'-ti-kwok-ets, who live on the eastern side of the Colorado River, are
nearly isolated from the other tribes, and affiliate to a greater or less extent with the
Nava:jos.
Seven other tribes of Pai-Utes are organized into a confederacy under the chieftaincy of To'-Shoap.
The Pah-ran-i-gats were formerly tl1ree separate tribes, but their lands having bee11
taken from them by white men, they have united in one tribe uniter An'-ti-av.
:
In the same way the Indians of Meadow V 1:1,lley were formerly four separate tribes,
lrn t now one, under Pa-gwum'-pai-ats.
Four other tribes are organized into a confederacy under the chieftaincy of Ku'-ni-kai'vets, and seven under the chieftaincy of To-ko'-pur.
The country inhabited by these Indians no longer affords game in sufficient quantities
worthy to be mentioned as a part of their subsistance. A very few deer and mountain-sheep are killed, and a greater number of rabbits. The principal part of their
food is obtained by gathering seeds and digging roots. All of the tribes cultivate
t he soil to a limited extent, raising wheat, corn, beans, melons, and squashes. Some
fo od and the greater part of their clothing is obtained by begging, the skins of such
animals as they kill being entirely inadequate to their wants for this purpose. Some
of them have, for a·few years, received a small supply of clothing from the Government, through the agencies at Salt Lake City· and Pioche.
A few of the people occasionally work for white men, and a great many of them are
learning to speak the English language; especially is this true of the children.
Prior to the settlement of the country by the white men they all cultivated the soil,
and would do so now to an extent sufficient to obtain a living, if they had the lands in
_the districts of country which they severally occupy. In fact all these tribes, when
met by the commission, asked for lands and cattle that they might become farmers;
but each tribe desires to have some part of its original territor.v set apart for its nse.
Aft~r m11 ch talk with the commission and much consultation among thcmRelves,
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they all aoTeecl to come together on the reservat:i~n set apart for them by Exe~utive
order in the valley of the Mo'-a-pa on these cond1t1ons-that the Government will remove tho white settlers therefrom, and will assist them to remove their old people and
children from their present to their prospective home on the reservation, and will asi t them to become agriculturalists, and provide for their maintenance until such time
a they can take care of themselves.
These conditions are -reasonable and just. There is no O'ame on the reservation, and
the na.ti ve pro<lncts are few, and it would be impossible :for the Indians to live on the
re ervation without assistance. It would be useless to take them there without at the
. ame time providing for their support. as in such a case they would be compelled a t
nee to catter again oycr the very country from whence they had been taken.
RESERVATION ON THE MO 1-A-P.A.,

Tho re on•atiou, though large in territory, is composed chiefly of arid, barren mountains and deserts of drifting sands. The only part of the valley fit for agricultural
purpo es is the few acres-not more than 6,000-which can be redeemed by the use of
the waters of the Mo'-a-pa, and some grass-lands of no greater extent, for the climate
i o arid that agricultural operations cannot be carried on without artificial irrigation.
The reservation is between the 36th and 37th parallels of latitude; the climate is very
warm, snow is never seen in the valley, and frost rarely. The part of the land which
can b brought into cultivation by irrigation produces bountifully, and two crops can
be rai ed in one season. ·w heat, oats, barley, corn, sweet potatoes, cotton, and all the
fruit of sub-tropical countries can be successfully raised, as bas been demonstrated
by the pre ent white settlers.
Tho cen us taken shows that there aro 2,027 Pai-Utes. Adding to this number tho
Chem-a-hue-vis of Southern California, about 300, and we have 2,:t27.
It is the opinion of the commission that there is enough water m the Mo'-a-pa Creek
to irrigate lands to an extent sufficient to support that number of people for the pre·ent, but it would not be wise to take any greater number of Indians there. The
Rio Vir..,.en, in its lo,Yer course, runs through the reservation, but the waters of this
river are alt, and its whole course is over quicksands, ancl altogether the nature o
th ·onntry is such that tho stream cannot be controlled for pnrposes of irrigation,
. c pt to a very limited extent on tho eastern margin of the reservation, and the exp u • tt nding the mana..,.ement of the water would be very great.
Tb bounda,rie of' tho reservation should be extended to the east to a point whore
th river m r"' from the mountains through a cafion. By tllis means the land availabl for cultiY:ttion on the reservation could be increased to tho extent of two or three
thou ·ancl acr . (~ee general recommendations, page 2!J.)
SALT.

In the bluff· on the banks of the l{io Virgen, a short distance below tl.te mouth of
th Io'-a.-pa, thero are extensive deposits of salt, iu many places very pure and easily
ace iblc. It is probable that those salt-beds can be worked to son~e extent, and th e
produc th reof mad a i;ourco of revenue to the Indians.
CATTLE-RAISING,

In l~ _npp r part of the Yall y of the Mo'-a-pa are the grass-lauds above mentioned.
In a. l<l1ti n to tb , along the dry benches on either side, aud in a few places alou~
th va~l y of the _Yir~et~, _t~ re_i a scant supply of buncll-gra ·s. The reservation d?
n
afi rd xt n JYe .ta ·1ht1 · for cattle-raising, though a fow cows can be kept with
a lYanta ,. •.
Jl UILDING ., .

The buil~iun o~ upied by the pr sent white settlers arc of adobe covered with tulc. ,.
· of r d-ltk • plant . 'l'lwy would be of 0o-rcat value for tlie immediate u · ot
and ,L p,irt of th Indian·.
TL\illEH.
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MILL.

There is a d~m, a mill-race, and mill-building, but no .machinery in ·the mill. This
·should at once be properly supplied and worked, as the distance to settlements where
a mill is situated is very great.
ROADS.

There are three roads by which the settlement on the reservation is approachedone from the Hualapai minin(J' district on the south, crossing the Colorado River at the
mouth of the Rio Viro-en, an~ther from Saint George on the east, and another from
Pioche on the north. All these roads are very bad, making it expensive to transport
the necessary supplies and material for the reservation from the settlements where
they can be procured. One of the roads, probably the one from the agency to Pioche,
should be put in good order at once.
WIIITE SETTLERS.

At the time this reservation was set apart by Executive order there were a number
of farnilies,settled in the valley, and they still remain for the purpose of holding their
claims. They occupy the best lauds a11d control much of the water which is needed
for the reservation, and it was only by their sufferance tha,t the Indians were able to
plant a crop this fall. It will not be possible for the Indians to proceed with any ex~
tensive farming until these people are removed.
There is danger of other troubles arising also, from their presence on the reservation,
as there is a constant conflict between them and the Indians, which becomes more bitter
daily, and, as the number of Indians is increased, it is liable to result in disastrous
<ionseq uences.
LVIPROVEl\'l:ENTS MADE BY FORMER SE_TTLERS.

Early in the year 1865 a number of people from Utah settled in the valley of the
Mo'-a-pa. Others followed rapidly and four towns were established, Saint Thomas,
Saint Joseph, Overton, and West Point; and the number increased until it was claimed
that there were more thau two thousand people in the valley. These people made exteusi ve and valuable improvements. An extensive system of irrigating-canals was
constructed so as to utilize all the water of the Mo'-a-pa.
·
As the country was destitute of timber, cottonwoods were planted along these
water-courses. Much labor was also expended on the opening of roads.
Wheu these people came into the valley it was supposed by them that they were
settling in the Territory of Arizona, but when the lines separating Utah, Arizona, and
Nevada were run by Government surveyors the valley was found to be within the
jurisdiction of the State of Nevada. Thereupon the inhabitants of the valley abandoned their .homes and returned to Utah.
. ,
When they left, other settlers came in and located claims in the most valuable parts
of the valley, under the laws of Nevada enacted for the purpose of.securing possessory
rights.
·
·
The hou ses erected by the original settlers were built of adobes, usually covered
with tules or earth, and being of perishable material, they, with some exceptions,
have gone to ruin. These exceptions are the few houses which the present inhabitanta
have occupied and preserved. These people have also kept up only a part of the original canals, constructing some new water-ways, and adapting them to their present
wants.
To utilize the valley as a reservation for the number of Indians which it is proposed
to assemble here, it will be necessary to repair the original canals and drain certain
swamps which were only partially drained by the first inbabitants. This can be done
with a saving to the Government of probably more than a hundred thousand dollars,
in comparison with the original cost of .the work.
•
The land has never been surveyed by the Government, and the original owners lost
their possessory rights by abandonment. The present settlers have acquired possessory
rights, not to the whole valley with all its original improvements, but only to such
parts as are covered by their several claims. It would be impossible for the original
owners to acquire possession of the valley again without purchasing the ri(J'hts of the
present owners. They could yet obtain possession of the unoccupied port~ns of th0
"'.'alley, but this would not _be suited to their communal organization, and it is be:heved that they do not desue to return, under any circumstances.
SPECIAL REPORT.

Tl.le rights of the present settlers are more fully set forth in the special report, of
which mention has been made.
THE PAI UTES SilOULD BE MADE FARMERS.

F _rom the foregoing it will be seen that the valley of the Mo'-a-pa is well adapted to
agncnlture, and that a s,ystcm of canals is already constructed. The Indians them-
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elves are willing to work ancl anxious to cultivate the soil. Altogether the circnmstances are very favorable to the project of making farmers of the P,1i Utes, and thu.
enabling them 1,o become self-sustaining, and converting them from vicious, dangeron savages to civilized people.
UTES.
There are seven tribes constituting the Utes of Utah, organized iuto a confederacy
under the chieftaincy of Tav'-wi, (Tab-bi.) The total number of these Indians i 556.
By official construction they are on the reservation in the ,alley of the Uintah, while
in fact but a small part of them remain there, the greater number assembling there
from time to time to receive supplies of clothing, &c.
For a number of years the Seuv'-a-rits, numbering 144, have refused to go to the
reservation as a tribe; but occasiona1ly individuals have appeared there, allured by
t he annual distributions. Late in the past summer the entire tribe went to the re ervation and signified their intent.i on of remaining there and becoming farmers, if they
could receive the necessary assistance. Since the installment of a chief named ,._'u'ints, known to the white man as Black Hawk, this tribe has been the terror of the sett lers. Sometimes they have been joined in their depredations by Utes from beyond
t he Colorado River, but oftener by the Navajoes. Great numbers of horses and cattle
have been driven away from the settlements, often in droves of hundreds, and at one
time, when they were in league with the Navajoes, all of the settlements in the Se,ier
Valley and many in the San Pete Valley were brokon up, and eight or ten thou and
white people were driven from their homes. But their great chief, Nu'-ints, is dead,
an d his lieutenant and successor, Un-ka'-na-vo'-run, died in great distress early in the
winter of 1872-'73. Early in the last summer a terrible scourge swept off great muu1.Jers of this tribe, until but 144 remain, and these, terrified and humble, sue for peace
and promise to work.
TUE UTE AGENCY REl\IOYED l•'ROl\1 SP.\NISII FORK TO UlNT.\.II VALLEY.

oon after the organization of the Territory of Utah, the Ute Indians inhabiting- that
part of the country embraced within the Territory were assigned by the superintendent of Indian affairs on duty there, and the agents acting under him, to small re ervations or farms, and were encouraged to cultivate the soil, some at the valley of the
Uintah, others at Arrapene, in the valley of the San Pete, others at Corn Creek, near
Fillmore, but the greater number at Spanish Fork, on the shore of Utah Lake. At
t his la t place agency-buildings were erected and farming was conducted ou an extensive scale.
ubsequently these Indians were more or less neglected, and the impro,ement made at panish Fork were destroyed. In the year 1865 a treaty wa made with
the e Indians, nuder which it was stipulated.that they shonld all go to there en·ation
in the valley of the Uintah and give up their right to the other little farms of which
m ntion is made ab.ove.
n the part of the United States it was a~reed that they should be establishe<l a.
b rd men and farmers, with mills and scuool , and many other provision for their
l> n •.fit. Thi treaty was never ratifi d by the enate, l,ut the Indian them elve supp ing it to be a valid ao-r ment from the time it wa igned by them, have, o far a ·
it b b n po sible for them, conformed to it provisions. The Government, on it .
part, _through not recognizing the treaty, still give the Indians a liberal upply of
c]othrng, an.d otb r articles for domestic u e, but it ha never mad any adequate prod, n £ r th 1r ·upport and e tal>lishment as agriculturist .
AXN 'l' DE KEPT O
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WIIA.T ~n;ST BE DONE TO KEEP THEM ON THE RESERVATION.

They must be taught to farm, and, in the mean time, supported, to enable them fo.
abandon their nomadic habits.
Already a number of the Indians have been induced to cnlti_vate litt~e patches of
ground, and if a proper provision coul~ be made to carry on tlns work for a very few
years, they would become self-sup~ortmg.
.
They should also have houses bmlt. As long as au Indian has a tent he can move
his borne from time to time at will, but induce him to live in a cabin and bis home is
fixed. A number of these Utes informed your commissioners that they desired ·to have
houses, and their agent, Mr. Critchelow, confirms this.
_
Many of the better class of Indians are accumulating some property in cattle. Two,
or three have as many as fifty head each, and it is very noticeable that those who hav e
property appreciate the rights of property and are advocates of peace and honesty.
The valley of the Uintah is admiraoly adapted to stock-raising. The change from ,
hunters to stock-raisel'S is not a violent step, and would be in the right direction.
NEED OF A GOOD ROAD TO THE UINTAH VALLEY.

One of the serious difficuities on this agency is the want of a good road oy which t o •
reach the settlements. Supplies are now hauled over the Uintah Mountains, crossing
difficult and rapid streams again and again, and. the road is traveled with much laboi·
and great expense. A road can be made from the agency to Green River Station, oy t o•
some point farther to the east, at less cost than to build a road over the Wasatch}Iountains to Salt Lake City, the road now traveled. And there · would be other
advantages, in that the road to the northeast could be used in winter and the distan ce
to the railroa<l shorter.
'
PAH-VANTS.
The Pah-vants, nuder the chieftaincy of Kanosh, number 134. 'Fbey speak the same
language as the Utes of Uintah Valley, socially affiliate with them, are intermarried.
with them, and sometimes join them in their hunting excursions. They shouHl be
taken to the reservation at Uintah, their number being too small to warrant the estab;lishment of a separate reservation for their benefit.
·
They have shown themselves somewhat averse to removing to that place,but through
Kanosh, their chief, have finally agreed that if the·President of the United States ii;is,ists-011 their going, and will assist them to become farmers, they are willing to .try what
can be done.
·
Kanosh is a man of ability. He fores in a house which was built for him by a former
superintendent of Indian affairs for Utah, and, in part, adopts the habits of civilized,
lit~; bnt bis people live chiefly by gathering seeds, hunting, and begging, though they
ra1se a little wheat and corn.
This year they cultiYatecl about thirty acres of wheat, .which yielded a very poor
harvest.
No Iudians in all the territory visited by your commission have, in pas·t years, received one-qnarter of the amount of goods, in propo,rtion to their numbers, as the Pah-vants, and t,his generous treatment on the part 0f the Government has added to the iritluence of Kanosh, for be has thus proved to the surrounding tribes his ability to influence the Government officials, and he is their admiration and envy; and they have
learned to consult him, to a great extent, concerning all their dealings with the officersof the Indian Department.
The~e are circumstances connected .with his relation to the Mormon Church that mp,y
lead h11n to refuse to go. In such a case he should be compelled with any force that
may be necessary.
Before such a course is taken, the Government shonhl provide the means by wh!ch
sneh removal would accrue to the benefit of him and his people ..
GO-SI UTES.
The Go-si Utes number 460. They fol1ahit a distJr•ict ofi country west of1 Ntah Lake
an cl Great Salt Lake, on the line between Utah and Nevada, a part being in the Territory and a part in the State.
These Indians are organized into a confederacy, under the ohieftaincy of Hi-an'-·
n nmp.
l~ore than any other Indians visited by the con;imission, these Go-si Utes are culti- _
va~mgthe soil and working for white men. Pi-an'-nump, who is-al,rother of Kauosh ,_,
chief of the Pah-vants, is proud to claim that be ea.rns his own living. Scoruiuo· to•
beg, he is willing to work, and while he is not able to induce all bisitndiat1s to takethe
am~ course, yet his influence is entirely for good.
.
His people are scattered in very small bands, eultiva,ting the soil abont little springs,,
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here and th re and from year to year compelled to give up their farms as they are
iz d by whit~ men. '!'bey are all anxious to obtain permanent homes, and are willing
to go wherever the President will direct, if they can only thus secure land and make a
tart a. farmers.
.
The Go-si Utes peak a language much more nearly allied to the Northwestern hobones than the Utes, though the greater number of them affiliate with the Utes, and
an~ intermarried with them.
The ~Teater part of them would prefer to go to Uintah, but a few, on account of marriacre-trns, desire to go with the Shoshones. It would probably be well to give them,
this choice.
The Utes of Utah number 5fi6, the Pah-vants 134, and the Go-si Utes of Utah and
~ evada, 460, making a tot.al of 1,150 Indians, who should be collected on the reservation
at Uintah.
THE

MALL RESERVATIONS AT SAN PETE, CORN CREEK, SPANISH FORK
AND DEEP CREEK.

Previou to the advent of white men in Utah, the Indians were raising corn, squashe ,
, nd other grnins, and vegetables. Among the tracts of land thus cultivated, there were
four remarkable for their extent, one in a little va1ley along a stream, tributary to the
an Pete, now known as Twelve-mile Creek, another at Corn Creek, near Pillmore, a
t hird at Spanish Fork, on the shore of Utah Lake, and a fourth at Deep Creek_, near
the evada line. At the time when Brigham Young was governor of the Territory and
ex-officio superintendent of Indian Affairs, the Indians were encouraged to continue
thei r farming at these places, and were told that the lands would not be taken from
t hem. But communal towns were planted near by, and the Indians engaged on the
farms were pnt under the charge of the bishops of these towns. During the ad mini tration of subsequent officials, buildings were erected at Spanish Fork and a proper
agency established there by authority of Congress. For a number of years no definite
boundaries were given to the Indian farms, or reservations as they came to be styled,
but in order to prevent white persons from diverting the water to other lands, at last,
certain natural boundaries were clesignatecl in such a manner as to secure the waterright .
Th nurub r of Iudians at the so-ca11ed reservations was always very Aman, and
hen the ,matt r wa more thoroughly understood by the Department at Washington,
it wa not deemed wise to encourage the Indians to remain ou them, but a treaty wa '
made by which they agreed to unite in the valley of the Uintah, on the eastern side of
be Wa atch Mountains. (Mention of this treaty has been made above.)
omo time after the signing of this treaty by the Indians the superintendent of
Indian affairs for Utah recommended the sale of the old Indian farms, and that the
proceeds of su h ale should accrue to the benefit of the Indians. It is necessary to a
proper understanding of the matter to remember that these reservations were never
e tablir,htd by law, or by Executive order, so that up to this time they had no legal
tatu as re ervations, but an act of Congress approved May 5, 1864, entitled "An act
to vacate and ell the present Indian reservations in Utah, and to settle the Indians of
aid T rritory in Uintah Valley," provides "* ,. That the Secretary of the Interior
b , and i hereby, authorized and required to cause the several Indian reservation
h r tofore made, or occupied as such, in the Territory of Utah to be surveyed and
Id." And it still further provides that the proceeds of the sales should be nsed for
the b_cn_efit o{ the Indians. ( Vide U.S. Statutes at Large, vol. 13, p. 63.)
Thi 1 the fir t legal recognition of said reservations, but when the surveyor-general
f 'olora~lo Territory was instructed by the Secretary of the Interior to cause the survey ~f md res rvations, neither the Land-Office nor the Indian Department could det_ rmm wh re uch re ervations were situated, as no plat or record of an;v such re ervat10n conlcl be found. Thereupon the Secretary of the Interior issued the followi n·.,
· n ·truction :
"DEPARTMENT OF THE L~TERil)R,
" Washington, D. G., February 6, 1 65.
"• '1R:_ Ir turn her with the papers submitted with your letter of the 16th ultimo.
~ nc rmng tb al of Indian reservations in Utah. I also inclose letter of the Commi ion r-of tb Lao~- ffice of the 24th ultimo, and copy of a correspondence ~ith
iia . ffice o~ the nbJect, and have to st.ate, in relation to the abandoned reservat10n-.
bat rn truct10n _be given to the superintendent of Indian Affairs to designate, a far
a b c~u a certa1_n, the ext~nt of the tracts of country occupied by the India_n an
r g01z d a tl.teu re _ervat10ns; ancl in so doing that Office may be directed to mclnd
11th arabl .land of the valleys in which the reservations are situated, together a
r qn3:ntit~ ~f adjacent tirub~r-lands, for the _co~ve~ience of the farming-land.
to 1 l::u loft ID mall lots, and m such form for 1rrwat10n
and. settlement as to
0
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r,be most attraet.ive and convenient for settlers. If it shall be found that the lands are
of an unreasonable extent for the reservation, a portion can be withheld from sale
upon an inspection of the plots of survey.
' ' Very respectfully, your obedient serYant,
1
"A. P. USHER,
' Secretary.
~, WM. P. Dou;, Es<)_.,
. .
" Conirnissioner of Inclian .J.jfuil's."

Uncler these instructious four tracts of land were smveyed and divided into lots.
~rhe Indian farm at San Pete was but a small tract of land at a point where a little
stream issues from the mountain on which is situated the Indian town known as Arrapene. The survey of the reservation here was made to include not only the original
Indian farm, but was extended over a district of country twelve miles square, so as to
include the town of Gunnison, with several hundred inhabitants and extensive improvements. There is a map of this survey on file in the Land Department. The
Indian farm is there properly laid down on Twelve-Mile Creek, between the main
range and an outlying mountain. The town of Gunnison is not laid down on the map ,
b ut its situation is indicated by the ditch, mill-race, and saw-mill on the north bank
of the San Pete River, a few miles above its junction with tho Sevier.
At Corn Creek also, not ouly the part of country embraced within the natural
boundaries indicated by the superintendent of Indian affairs, as heretofore stated,
was included in the survey, but it, also, was extended over a district of country twelve
miles square, so as to include within its boundaries the towns of Petersburg, Meadow
Creek and Corn Creek, and a number of outlying farms.
On the map of the Corn Creek reservation, on file in the Land Department, the
· ituation of the Indian farm does not appear, and properly, for the surveyed land did
n ot include it. The town of Petersburg is called on that map" Corn Creek settlement,"
-and Meadow Creek settlement is indicated.
A.t Spanish Fork the survey was made to include the original Indian farm, and also
.t<be farm of one white man. The interests of no other settlers were interfered with.
Whether the survey at Deep Creek was made to include any lands pre-o<.;cupicd by
w hite men, is not known to the commission.
The commission made as thorough an examination into the facts concerning these
reservations as it was possible for it to do without examining witnet>ses by legal methods, but evidence of the correctness of the above statement can be found in the official
rncordo of the Intfou1 Bureau, and such records have been carefully examined by the
commissiou.
·
In executing the provisions of' the law theRe tracts of land were valuell by special
eommissions appoiuted by the theu Secretary of the Interior, but the owners of the
improvements which bad been included in the surveys protes ted against the sale of
their property withont just compensation to themselves.
Thereupon the Secretary of the Interior caused an appraisal to be ma,cle of their imlJ.1rovements.
It has Lefore becu stated that tl1ese reservations had no legal statns until the enactrment of tbe law of 1864. The wording of that law, whi<.;h recognizes certain reservations in Utah, is as follows:
"The several reservations heretofore mac.le or occupied as such in the Territory of
Utah." It. would seem a forced const,rnction of this phraseology to hold that, uncler it,
-authority was given to survey a.rnl'sell tracts of land which had never been used as
.·nch Indian reservations, but which had been settled upon by ,vhite men anterior to
t he passage of the law. It would seem that the law nnder consideration contemplated
t he sale of ce1-ta.in lands which had previously been reserved for the use of the Indians
by1Jbe officers of the Indian Department on duty in Utah; that is, the farms which bad
lJeen cultivated by the Iudians, and sncb adjacent lands: within certain natural bound~ries indicated above, as these officials had told the Indians would be kept for 'their
.use; but lands which had been occupied by these white settlers prior to and durinr~
·the administration of such otJfoials could not properly be included under the provision~
•?f this law. It would :ce_rtainly be an injustice to sell these lands without comp·e nsat1111g the owners for their 1mproveruents. But there are great areas of land adjacent to
·these, equally as good, yet unsold and unoccupied, which these same settlers coulcl
,obtain by occupation under tbe hom estead laws, and the lands in question haven~
other value in the market than tlu1,t given to them by the improvements. In the cou. (lition of affairs in Utah, where the towns have a communal organization virtually ex'(:]odin~ non-communal people, these improvements could be sold to none other than the
_people by whom they were made.
If, ~hen, an interpretation is given to this law to the effect that the Secretary of the
,Jn tenor shall can e the sale of t,be lands occupied by these people, it simply amounts
-to this, that certain improvemc11t8 shall l>e seized by the Government, and sold to tha
,_ a rtie from whom they have been seized, and that the proceeds of such sales sh~ll b~
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used to in<lemnify the people for the loss of the imprornmeuts , eized by the Gow:rnment. , nch a course is manifestly absurd.
In the meantime the people of the town of Gunni on, not having been remoYed from
t he lauds, have steadily increased the value of their improvements, and other scttl~ment have been made on Sau Pete River. The same statement would be true in
re pect to Corn Creek. No settlements proper have been made on the Spani h Fork
rnservation. Mines have been discovered in the vicinity of Deep Creek, and noncommunal people have settled on all the best of the lands within the boundaries of the
so-called reservation.
The several tribes of Indians to whom the farms at one time belonged now claim
their original farms, and also these communal towns, thus greatly complicating th
administration of Indian affo.irs in the Territory. It is greatly to ue dfl:;ired that thi>
<1uestion should be settled at the earliest practicable day. The commission wonl<l
therefore recommelltl the repeal of the law of 1864, which ,vou1u place these tract:- ou
the smue footing as other Government lauds-subject to "homestead eutry."
NORTHWESTERN SHOSHONES.
A part of the Northwestern Shoshones nmler Po-lrn-tel-lo and Tav 1-i-"·111H,h t -a,
have already rnmoved to reservations . Their wants will donutless be properly represented by their respective agents.
There are yet two tribes united in a confederacy urnler the chieftancy of an-pit
for whom provision shonlcl be made. At the last conference held witJ.1 them thi fall
they signified their willingness to go ou the reservation at Fort Hall pro\-ided its area
be extended so as to include a certain valley to the southwest .
·
One or two days before the Commission left the field on its retnru to ,Yashington an
a ' istant was sent to accompany the cbi<'fs of these triues to the Fort Hall ReserYatiou
for the purpose of examining the country. Mr. Reed, the agent for that reservation,
kindly consented to go with them, and to do all in bis power to satisfy them of the
.. ood intention of the Government, and the desirabilit,y of that district of country for
a reservation. ~ince the return of the Commi1:,sion to vVashington the following leth't'
has been received.

"DEAR

IR:

"Fo1n HALL Ixm.\.N AGENCY, Deccmbcl' 1, 1, i:l
I have the plea ure to say the Indians we saw a. delegates reached here-

in due time, and after a day or two's re, t we sent them on their journey except--,
who, with hi wife, concluded to top here over tho winter. I was sick and eut headfarmer Baker, a man every way reliable and well ac<]_nainted with the country. They
found a place which pleased them a few miles south of this, and up Bannock reek
found enough good land to atisfy them, all of which is on the reservation. They were
o well pleased as of their own accord to abandon the journey to Goo. e Creek alto" tb r. They say in the spring they will collle in force prepared to ha.ve their hon:-.e ·
and fixtnres, and go to fanning, &c.
' J e p ctfully yoms,
" HENRY W. REED,
"Uniled Staif'8 Indian _fy l'11I.

•· G. 'I . Ix ,.\Lr.s, E;,<1-"

It will_ thu

be, en that all the ... orthwe. ·tern , hosho11 es have :igre d to go on the
~,rvat1 11 at Fort Hall, in. tigate<l by their <le. ire to obtain lan<l and under r pre!,,t:Utat1on th~ th Govrrnment would . ecure to them r~ permanent title to the arne · auil
al. o prov1d for their immecliat want and aid t,hem in 1 arnin(T to farm. The P India n
~an 1~ot of ~at y an; cnltivat d U, soil, are good bnntersJ well lllonoted antl nomncl i
111 tb<:tr bah1t. 1 but the~• staL their d ire to become farrners antl lt ' rtl:lll en.
WE, TBR

no no
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mm.tin whore they uow arc, if lands could be given them iu the se:'"eral distric_ts, but
when informed that such a course could not be taken and explanat10ns were given to
them of the reason therefor, they expressed a willingness to settle on the Shoshone
River, to the uorth, within the limits or adjacent to the reservation at Fort Hall, provided it should be found, on examination, to contain sufficient agricultural lands to
meet their wants.
Delegates from some of the northern tribes visited the Fort Hall Reservation at the
s n~gestion of the commission, and expressed their entire satisfaction with that distrfot of country, but a part of these northern tribes and all of the southern tribes were
nnrepreseuted in this delegation. It is believed that there will be no difficulty in inducing all the northern. tribes of Indians to remove. A little more time and more
thorough explanation is needed to induce the southern tribes to consent to a removal,
but it is believed that eventually their consent can be obtained.
The condition of these Indians does not differ materially from that of the Pai-Utes
and Go-si Utes which have been heretofore mentioned, though it should be stated that
the more southern tribes are in an exceedingly demoralized st,ate ; they prowl about
the mining-camps, begging and pilfering, the women prostituting themselves to the
lust of the lower class of men. There are no Indians in all the territory viAited by
your commission, whose removal is so imperatively demanded by considerations of
justice and humanity, as these Shoshones of Nevada.
THE FORT HALL RESERVATION.
In a communication to the Department, made by the commission in .June last, and
which is embodied in this report, a general statement was made concerning the value
of the district of country within the boundaries of this reservation. It is necessary
only to repmtt the statement that the reservation is quite sufficient and the country
well :tdapted for the purposes for which it was set apart. On the reservation there are
some good buildings, a saw-mill, grist-mill, and shingle-machine. Some farming has
been carried on, chiefly by the employment of Indian labor. It is reported that there
are 1,0:37 Indians on the reservation at least a part of the year. To the north west, on
the Salmon River, there are a number of tribes, numbering a.ltog-ether about 500. These
tribes were visited during the past year by the special commission, of ,Yhfoh the Hon.
J.P. C. Shanks was chairman, and it is propose<l b? th~Lt commission that these Indians
also be brought to the reservation at Fort Hall. The total number of Indians thus to
be collected on tbe rescrv~ttion is 3,d82, viz: 1,037 already on the reservation, 500 of
the Salmon River t r'iues, 400 of the Northwestem Shoshones, and 1,94G of the Western Sl.lo8Lones.
THE I'A-VI-O'-TSOES OR PAH-UTES.
In the report of the agent of the Pa-vi-o'-tsoes belonging to the ·w alker River and
Pyramid Lake reservations, these Indians are estimated to number 800. The,v seem to
l)e making substantial progress in civilization, cultivating the soil to the extent of the
facilities afford~d on the reservations, and support themselves largely by fishing, selliBg
the surplus products of the :fisheries at good rates to the people of the railroad towns
adjacent. There appears to be no reason to change the opinion expressed in the statement made last June that the Indians should be removed to some other place where they
can become agriculturalists. Since that communication was made additional reasons for
such a removal ha,e appeared. It is probable tbat the Central Pacific Railroad Company is entitled to a part of the land embraced within the reservation, under the grant
made to it by Congress. If this should prove true, it would be necesi:;ary to purchase such
lands in order to secure these reservations for the use of the Indians, and when so- purchased they would be entirely inadequate to their wants. · Doubtless the Indians themselves would faise very serious objections to the removal, but they are industrious, intelligent, manageable people, and it is believed that if the necessities for the removal
w~re properly represented to them, and, in addition to this, they are given substantial
evidence that good lands will be secured to them, and that they will receive valuable
a id by being supplied with farming-implements, seeds, cattle, &c., they will eventually consent to the removal. From the best information at the command of the commi sion, and after making diligent inquiries, it is believed that there are about 1,00t
Indian allied in language to these Pa-vi-o'.-tsoes, yet distributed about Western Nevada and Northeastern California.
During the past season the commission met many of the chiefs and principal men of
the e tribe . They, like the other Indians of Utah and Nevada, are anxious to obtain
land. . Doubtlc s no great difficulty would be met in inducincr them to go on a reserYa~ion; but within the territory inhabited by them there a~e no unoccupied lands
which could be ecured for their use. To the north, on the Malheur River, there i'.s a .
r ervation of what is i"eprcsentc<l to be good land, well watered, and with abundance
of tim ber. On this reservation there are allout 500 Indians allied to these of Nevada '
and Hlifor11ia. The coru11Jission deem it wise th::it an effort shoul<l be made to consol-
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jda.te all the e Indians, namely, the Indians already on the ~lalheur Reservation, th
uncollected tribes in Western Nevada and ortheastern California, and the Indian"
·ho belon~ to the Walker River and Pyramid Lake reservati·ons.
The total number of such Indians would be about 2,300.
RECAPITULATION.
The tribes whose condition bas been thus briefly discussed, and for whose dispo ition recommendations ha.ve been made, are scattered over a great extent of territory,
embracinp: the gr~ater part of the region between the Rocky Mountains and the
ierras. The boundaries of this region may be indicated in a general way as follow,:
Beginning on the north line of Oregon where that line cross s the Sier.ras, ancl continuin~ outh a.Jong the crest of this range of mountains to Walker's Pass in Southeril
California, and from thence east to the southeast corner of Nevada; and from thenct
nortbea t to the point where San Juan River crosses the northern line of Arizona; and.
from thence east along this line to the southeast corner of Utah; and from thence
.oortb along the eastern line of Utah and beyond the line of Utah to the Wind River
}fountain ; and from thence in a northwesterly direction along the Wind River .Mountain and the mountains which separate Montana from Idaho to a point directly ea t
of the northern line of Oregon, and from that point to the place of beginning. The
region of country thus described embraces the greater part of Idaho, nearly two-third
of Oregon, nearly one-fourth of California, the entire State of Nevada, and the Territory of Utah, one-fifth of Arizona, and one-sixth of Wyoming, and contains about
.(20,000 square mile. .
Within the territory thus described there are two small reservations, of which no
mention ha. been made in this report, on the eastern slope of the Sierras in Oregon .
The Iudian who belong to these re er vations originally occupied the country west oi
th ierra , and do not belong to the p;reat family of tribes we have been discussing.
The bosboues-and Bannocks, of the Wind River Reservation, are without the boundari of the country described, but they belong to the same family of tribes.
The ame i true with regard to the tribes of Utes which belong to the great reservati n in We tern Colorado; and the Comanches of Texas a.re also a branch of this peo:pl . Tb Iudians who inhabit this great district of country are estimated to number
n arly 27,000, in the last annual report of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 'The faets
whi h w have collect d show that there are not more than 9,359; and adding to thi
30
h m-a-bne-vi , belonging to the same race that live to the south of the district
de ribed, we have 9,659.
It i propo eel to collect all tbe Pai-Utes of Southern Nevada, so·u theastern California,
rthw tern Arizona., and Southern Utah, together with the Chem-a-hue-vis of outha t rn alifornia, on the Mo'-a-pa re ervation, in Southern Nevada. The total numb r of th
Indians is 2,327.
It is propo d to collect the Utes of Utah, the Pah-vants of Uta.b, and the Go-si Ute
f tab aud ortb astern Nevada on the Uintah reservation. The total number of
th
Indians is 1,150.
It is propo ed to collect the Bannocks and Shoshones at Fort Hall ; the ShoRhon trih s of almon River, the orthwestern Shoshones of Southern Idaho and
ortb rn tab, and the Western hosbones of Central Nevada, Southwestern Idaho,
and_ u~b a t rn Oregon, on the reservation at Fort Hall. The total number of th ·e
Indian 1 3, 2.
It i, propos d to collect tl10 Pab-Utes, Shoshones, &.c., who are already on the
falh ~r re t>rvation, the Pab-Utes or Pa-vi-0 1-tsoes, wbo are now on the re ervation at
Py1 amid Lak and Walker River, and the uncollected tribes of Western revada and
rth a t I'll alifornia on the r ervation at Malheur Riv.er. The total number of
tlH'. In<li:~ns i 2,300 .
. n th a ·~·ompanyiog map, being a part of the map of the United tates and Territon · 1!1p1lr_d 111 the Gen ral Land- ft:ice, the several districts of country inhabited
l,. b tnlM1 inclucl d in this report are indicated by colors numbered to corre pond
' 1 h a. hthular tat ro nt. Tb Indian inhabiting the districts colored with carmin
ar
at- t• ·, all(l the r , rvation r c mm ended for them is of the same color, border d
with b]a ·k. Tb brown color indicat the tribes which should be collected at th
int: b rP Prvation. This r , rvation i al. o colored brown border d with black.
. ' h Y •llow olor indicate trib which should go to t he F~rtHall reservation, which
1. r l o olor d
llow, borcl r d with black.
'l'h Indian tba h nlcl b coll ct d at the Malh eur reservation inhabit tb re"ioo
~ onn r y in ·lud d within gr n lio , and the Malheur re ervation i colored gr~ u1
\'Jth l,Ja k b rel r.

Em bra ·d , it bin th b unclari s of th fonr r s nations there are about ten thou-

~ n l CJU r mil
?f la!Hl. nly a 01ull portiou of t hi s la nd i8 fit for agricnltor
p1~rp . ·. m_u ·b of 1 l m a;ncly cl . rt and monntain wast .
fh clt 1·
f untr. r h v d of th pr •:enc· of the Indians is about four bonlr l ucl t •u h u ancl qnar mil .
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GENERAL REMARKS.
All of 'the. Indians who have been visited by the commission fnlly appreciate the·
hopelessness of contending against the Government of the United States and the tide·
of civilization.
They are broken into many small tribes, and their homes so interspersed among the
settlements of white men, that their power is entirely broken and no fear should be·
entertained of a general war with them. · The time bas passed when it was necessary
to buy peace. It only remains to decide what should be done with them for the relief
of the white people from their petty depredations, and from the demoralizing influences
accompanying the presence of savages in civilized communities, !],nd also for the be_st
interests of the Indians themselves. To give them a partial supply of clothing and a
small amount of food annually, while they yet remain among the settlements, is toencourage them in idleness, and directly tends to establish them as a class of wandering beggars. If . they are not to be collected on reservations they should no
longer receive aid from the General Government, for every dollar given them in their
present condition is an injury. This must be understood in the light that it is no
longer necessary to buy peace. Perhaps the Utes of the Uintah Valley should be excepted from this statement, as they might thus be induced to join the Utes of Western•
Colorado who are yet unsubdued.
Again, they cannot be collected on reservations and kept there without prov1s10n
being made for their maintenance. To have them nominally on a reservation and actually, the greater part of the year, wandering among the settlements, is of no ad van-•
tage, but rather an injury, as the people, believing that they should remain on their
reservations, and considering that they are violating their agreements with the Government in wandering away, refuse to employ them and. treat them with many indignities. And this consolidation of a number of tribes of Indians in one body makes
them stronger, more independent, and more defiant than they would be if scattered·
about the country as small tribes. If, then, they are to be collected on reservations and,
held there by furnishing them with an adequate support, it is evident wisdom that they
should be provided with the necessary means ancl taught to work, that they may become self-supporting at the earliest possible day; and it is urgently recommended that
steps be taken to secure this end: or that they be given over to their own resources and•
left to fight the battle of life for themselves. It is not pleasant to contemplate the
effect and fiual result of this last-mentioned course. The Indian in his relations wit&
the white man rarely associates wit'h the better class, but finds his companions in the
lowest and vilest of society-men whose object is to corrupt or plunder. He thus
learns from the superior race everything that is bad, nothing that is good. His presence in the settlement is a source of irritation and a cause of fear, es11ecially among
the better class of people.
Sucli persons will not employ him, for they do not desire the presence of a halfnaked, vicious savage in their families.
Nor are the people of these communities willing to assume the troable or expense of
controlling the Indians by the ordinary agencies of local government, but are always
ready to punish either real or supposed crimes by resort to arms.
Such a course, together with the effects of crime and loathsome disease, must finally
reslllt in the annihilation of the race.
By the other alternative, putting them on reservati@ns and teaching them to labor,.
they must for a number of years he a heavy expense to the General Government, but
~t is believed that the burden would not be as great as that on the local governments
if the Indians were left to themselves. It is very probable, also, that in the sequel it
will be found cheaper for the General Government to collect them on reservations, for
there is always serious danger of 1>etty conflicts aris.ing between the Indians and white
men which will demand the interference of the General Government and entail some
~xpens~. The commission does not consider that a reservation should be looked upon
1D the hght of a pen where a horde of savages are to be fed with flour a,nd beef, to be
supplied with blankets from the Government bounty, and to be furnished with paint and
gew-gaws by the greed of traders, but that a reservation should be a school of industry and a home for these unfort,unate people. In council wit,h th~ Indians great care
was taken not to implant in their minds the idea that the Government was willing to
pay them for yielding lands which white men needed, and that as a recompense
~or such lands they would be furnished with clothing and food, and thns enabled to
hve in idleness. The question was presented to the Indian something in this light:
The white men take these lands and use them, and from the earth secure to themselves
food, clothing, and many other desirable things. Why should not the Indian do the
sa~e? The Government of the United States is anxious for you to try. If you will
umte and agree to become farmers, it will secure to you permanent titles to such lands
as you need, and will give you the necessary assistance to begin such a life, expectincr
that you will soon be able to take care of yourselves, as tlo white men and civilized
Indians.
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.All the tribe mentioned in this census table, and many others, have been visited by
~.h corumi sion, and frequent consultations held with them concerning the importanct
f their removing to reser~ations, and they have discussed it among themselves very
fully .
Care has been taken to secure-common consultation among those tribes which should
he united as represented in the plans n,bove, and we doubt not that these questions
vill form the subject of many a night's council during the present winter; and if the
uggestiou ma.de by the commission should be acted upon, it is to be hoped that next
' llmmer will find tbe great majority of these Indians prepared to move. .
Sl:GGESTIONS IX REG , :RJ» TO 1'1IE i\fANA.GEi\'.lENT OF TIIE8E RESERVATIOXS.

'With a Yiew of ultimately civilizing these Indians, the commission beg leave to make
ome suggestions concerning the management of reservations.
First. All bounties given to the Indians should, so far as possible, Le nsecl to induce
them to wonk. No able-bodied Indian should be P,ither fed or clothed except in payment for labor, even though such labor is expended in providing for his own future
wants. Of course these rema1·ks apply only to those .w ho form the subject of our report-those with whom it i · no longer nece sary to deal as public enemies, and with
the understanding that they must be conciliated to prevent war. It has already been
tated that such a course is unnecessary with these Indians.
Second. 'fhey should not be proYided with ready-made clothing. Substantial fabric ·
· hould be given them from which they can manufacture their own garments. Such a
cour e was taken during the past year with the Pi-Utes, under the direction of the commission, and the result was very satisfactory. For illustration, on the Pi-Ute reservation four hundred Indians received uncut cloth sufficient to make each man, woman, and
child a snit of clothes. With these fabrics thread, needles, buttons, &c., were issued.
The ervices of an ·intelligent, painstaking woman were secured to teach the woman
bow to cut and make garments for themselves and their families. Three weeks after
the i. ue of this material the commission revisited the resen-ation and found these Indian well clothed in garments of their own make. At :first they complained bitter}~
that ready-made clothing was not furnished to them as it had been previously, but
when we returned to the reservation it was found that they fully appreciated that the
·ame money had been much more advantageously spent than on previous occasions.
Where the Indians have received ready-made clot,hiu~ for a number of years, the
change hould not be made too violently, but a wise ancL firm agent conld soon hav e
all his Indians making their own clothing.
Third. The Indians should not be furnished with tents; a long as they have tent
they move about with great facility, and are thns encouraged to continue tlrnir nomadic
life. A fast as possible houses should be built for them. Some of the J oclians are
alr ady prepared for such a change, and greatly desire to live in houses. A few, especially the older people, are prejudiced against such a course, and perhaps at :first could
not be induced to live in them; but such a change could be made gradually to the great
advantage of the Indian, both for his health and comfort and for its civilizing influence .
. Fourth. Each Indian family should be supplied with a cow, to enable them to start
rn the accumulation of property. The Indians now understand the value of domesti c
cattle, and arc anxious to acqui:rn this class of property, and a few of them have alread,\ma'1 a, be 0 'inninn· in this direction. Some have ten, twenty, thirty, and even fifty hea1l.
t hot_1, h the e are exceptional cases, and it is interesting to notice tliat, as soon as ai.
Iuchan acquire. property, he more thoroughly appreciates the rights of property, and
b r m an advocate of law and order.
I• ifth. In all this country the soil cannot be cultivated without artificial irri<Yation:
• ~<l nncl r th
conditions agricultural operations are too complicated for the In:lia u
w1tl10ut _ca1· ful superintendence. It will be impossible also to find a sufficient body
f Janel 111 any ?ne place for the nece sary farms; they must be scattered many miJe
~part. 'lb re Wlll, therefore, be needed on each reservation a number of farmers to give
ral dir ction to all such labor.
ixtb . n ach r rvation there shoultl be a blacksmith, carpenter, and a saddle an
ham .. ruak r .~nd each of th c mechanics shduld employ several Indian apprentice,.
tn l ~ nld on_ 1 l r ~bat the mo t important part of his duty was to instruct such a1..pr ut1c . , and from tun to time a shoemaker and other mechanics should be added t ,
•hi numb r.
•· v ntb. n ffi.'i nt J?ledi l d partm nt should be organized on each reservatio1~ .
• !!T at numb 'I' f th d1 ea.
with which the Indian is plagued yield readily to medic. 1 tr atm n , and by uch a ·our many lives can be saved and much suffering pre",nt 1.
n h r i anoth r v ry important rea on for the establishment of a. m di.'• 1 1 par~m nt. 1b magician r "medicine-man" wields much influence, and uc
mfl~ n 1 a~way bad; but in th -pres nee of an intelligent physician it is soon lo r.
. JFttrbth. It is unn
ar.y tom nt1on the power which schools wonld have ov r th
·• 1 111'r "'<'n rati n of In<lian .
• ·t to teaching them to work, the mo t importa•
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thino- is to teach them the English language. Into their own language there is woven
so m;ch mvthology an<l sorcery that a new one is nee<le<l in order to aid them in advancing beyond their baneful superstitions; and the ideas and thoughts of civilized
life cannot be communicated to them in their own toJ,1gues.
THE RELATION 01!' THE ARMY TO THESE INDIANS.

Your commission cannot refrain from expressing its opinion concerning the effect of
the presence of soldiers among these India.J?S where they are no longer neede~l to keep
them under subjection. They regard the presence of a soldier as a standing menace,
and to them the very name of soldier is synonymous with all that is offensive and evil.
To the soldier they attribute their social demoralization and the unmentionable diseases with which they are infested. Everywhere, as we traveled among these Indians,
the question would be asked us, " If we go to a reservation will the Government place
soldiers therein And to such a removal two objections were invariably urged; the
first was, "We do not wish to desert the gr~ves of our fathers," and the second, ",ve
do not wish to give our women to the embrace of the soldiers."
If the troops are not absolutely necessary in the country for the purpose of overawing these Indians, or protecting them in their rights against the encroachments of
white men, it will be conceded that they should be removed.
.
,ve have already expressed the opinion that they are not needed to prevent a general ,var, and we believe that they are not useful in securing justice between white
men and Indians and between Indians and Indians. In war we deal with people as
organized into nationalities, not as individuals. Some hungry Indian steals a beef, some
tired Indian steals a horse, a vicious Indian commits a depredation, and flies to the.
mountains. No effort is made to punish the real offender, but the first Indian met is
shot at sight. Then, perhaps, the Indians retali3:te, and the news is spread through the
country that war bas broken out with the Indians. Troops are sent to the district an<l.
wander around among the mountains aucl return. Perhaps a few Indians are killed,
an<l. perhaps a few white men. Usuall_y in all such cases the white man is the chief
sufferer, for he has property whi_c h can be spoiled, and the Indian bas none that he cannot easily hide in the rocks. His methods of warfare are such that we cannot cope
with him without resorting to means which are repugnant to civilized people; and,
a.fter spending thousands, or even millions of dollars, on an affair which, at its inception, was but a petty larceny, we make a peace with the Indians, and enter into au
agreement to secure him lands, which we cannot fulfill, and to give him annuities, the
expense of which are a bnrden on the public Treasury.
This treatment of the Indians as nations or tribes is in every way bad. Now, the
most vicious Indian in any tribe bas it in his power, at any moment that he may desire, to practically declare war between his own tribe, and perhaps a dozen surrounding tribes, and the Government of tho United States.
What now is needed with all these subdued Indians is, some method by which individual criminals can be arrested and brought to justice. This cannot be done by the
metho<ls of war. As long as· the Indians are scattered among the settlements the facts
show that this cannot be dono. The Indian has no knowledge of legal methods, and
avenges his own wrongs by ways which are traditional with him, while t.be preiudices
against savages whbh bas grown through centuries of treacherous and bloody warfare, and the prejudices of race, which are always greatly exaggerated among the
lower class of people, with whom the Indian is most liable to associate, are such that
the India,n cannot secu:re justice through the intervention of the local authorities.
There is now no great uninhabi.ted and unknown region to which the Indian can be
sent. He is among us, and we must either protect him or destroy him. The only
course left by which these Indians can be saved is to gather them on reservations
which shall be schools of industry and civilization, and the superintendents of which
shall be the proper officers to secure justice between the two races, and between individuals of the Indian race. l!'or this purpose on each reservation there should be a
num bcr of wise, firm men, who, as judges and police officers, 'would be able in all ordi-nary cases to sec~uc substantial justice. In extraordinn:ry cases no _hasty steps should
be taken. Surprises and massacres need no longer be feared, and 1f a laro-er force is
!leeded than tpat wielded by the employes on the reservations, it would be easy to
mcrea. e it by civil methods.
For t~is purp?se la'Ys should be en_acted clearly defining the rights of the Indians
and white men m their mutual relations, and the power of the officers of the Indian
Dep~rtmcnt,. ancl the methods of procedure to secure justice. It might possibly be
unwise to withdraw all the troops at once. It might be better to remove them pa1'i
passu with the establishment of the Indians on reservations.
PerD:it the remark just here, that the expense of the military and civil methods
stand 10 very glaring contrast. Within the territory which has heretofore been described it is probaule that about two million do11ars will be expended i-u the support
of troops during the present fiscal year, and much less than two hundred thousand
28 I
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dollars through the Indian Department for feeding, clothing, and civilizing the Indians.
\Ve beg leave again to mention that these remarks apply only to conquered tribes.
There are some Indians in otber portions of the United States, whom it is necessary
to manage by other methods, who yet have the pride and insolence and treachery of
avages. But by far the greater part of the Indians scattered throughout the territory
from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific coast are in a condition substantially th e
same as those who form the suuject of this report.

APPROPRI.A.TIO NS.
E TIMATES l~OR APPROPRIATIONS SUBMITTED BY THE INDIAN BUREAU, THROUGII THE
SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, FOR THE SUPPORT, ETC ., OF THE INDIANS IIERETOli'ORE DE CRIBED, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1875. (See letter from

th-3 Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting estimates of appropriations on pages
indicated.)
9 l. One agent for the Malheur reservation . _.. _.... ___ .. _.. ____ . _. __ ... _. _. $1,500
91. Two agents for the tribes in Ne-rnda, viz: the Pi-Utes and ·walker River
and Pyramid Lake reservations, $1,500 each __ ... __ . _.•. _... __ ... ____ .. _..
3,000
91. One agent at Fort Hall reservation ....... _..... _.•. ___ ... _. __ ....... _..
1,500
91. One agent for the tribes in Utah, viz: Uintah Valley agency .. ____ ... __ ..
1,500
500
·92, One interpreter, Malheur agency .... ····-- ··--·· ····-· ··-···. ---· ····-·
92. One interpreter, Fort Hall agency ...•....... ___ .... __ ......... _.... . __ •
500
"92. Tbree interpreters for the tribes "in Nevada, viz : Pi-Utes, Walker River,
and Pyramid L~ke agencies, at $500 each . __ .... __ ... _. __ . __ ... ____ •. ____ .
1,500
92. Ooe interpreter for the tribes in Utah ... ____ ·- ____ .•. __.. ____ .. ____ . ___ .
500
104. Fulfilling treaties with Shoshonees, Eastern, ,vestern, Northwestern, and
Gosbip bands·-···-··--·-~-··---·---··----·-·-- ___-.-·--·-··.·---·· ..... .
104. Ea1;tern bands .............. -·-·-· .............. ·----···-·-· ..... . ---·
104. Eleventh of twenty installments, to be expended under the direction of
the President in the purchase of such articles as he may deem suitable to
their wants, either as bunters or herdsmen, per fifth article treaty of J nly

2, 1 63 . . . . . . . . . .............. - ...... __ ... __ . . . . . . . . . -..• -- - .. ~ . - -. . .... . 10,000
104. "\Vestcrn bands···············-·-······-····----·············-····--··
104. Elevcnt.11 of twenty installments, to be expended under the direction of
the President io the purchase of snch articles as he may deem suitable to
their , auts, either as .hunters or herdsmen, per seventh article treaty of

~ ~ ~~~:

~

~

1orcto:~~~~e~t~~~ ·b;~~1s· ~~::
:: :~:: ~: ~:: :: : : :~: :: : ~:::: ::: : ~::: ::::
105. Eleventh of twenty installments, to be expended under the direction of
th l're ident in the pnrchase of such articles as he may deem suitable to
their wants, either as hunters or herdsmcu, per third article treaty of July

30, 1 63 .................. - -... -............... - - . - . - -. • ...... · - -- · · · - -· ·
105. o hip bands ...... ··-·· ....... ····-· .... ··-··· ···-·· ··-· ··---· ··--··
105. l~l Y 11th of twenty insta1lmeuts, to be expended under the direction of
of such article,, iocludi11g cattle for herding
or otb r pnrposes, as be may deem suitable to their wants and condition as
hunters and h erd men . ........... ··-···-··- •...•..... ·-·· .. -··· ....... .

5,000

G,000

tb Pre id nt in the purcbas

105

1,000

Fulfilling treaties u·ith Shoshonces and Bannocks.

6,937

16,
6,

2,5
5
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Settlement, subsistence, and si1,pport of Shoshoneea and Bannocks and other
bands of Idaho ancl Southeastern Oregon.

This amount to be expended in such goods, provisions, or other articles as the
President may from time to time determine, including transportation ; in instructing in agricultural pursuits; in providing employes, educating children, procuring medicine and medical attendance; care ror an~ support ?f
the aged, sick, and infirm, for t?e ~10~~les~ orphans of said_ Iudians, and m
)
any other respect to promote their mv1hzat10I), comfort, and improvement ... $40,000
109

Incidental expenses of the Indian service in Idaho Territory.

General incidental expenses of the Indian service in Idaho Territ,ory: presents
of goods, agricultural implements, and other useful articles; and to assist
them to locate in permanent abodes and sustain themselves by the pursuits
of civilized life, to be expended under the directiun of the Secretary of the
Interior, $20,000, one-half.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • . •
109

10, 000

Incidental expenses of the Indian service in Nevada.

General incidental expenses of the Indian service in Nevada; presents of goods,
agricnltural implements, and other useful articles; and to assist them to locate in permanent abodes and sustain .t hemselves by the pursuits of civilized
life, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior.... 50,000
110

Incidental expenses of the Indian service in Oregon.

General incidental expenses of the Indian service in Oregon, including trans, portation of annuity goods and presents, (where no special provision is made
therefor by treatsr,) and for paying the expenses of the removal and subsistence of Indians in Oregon, (not parties to any treaties,) and for the pay of
necessary employcs, $75,000 ; of this amount................... . . . . . . . . . 10,000
110

Incidental expenses of the Indian service in Utah Territ01·y.

General incidental expenses of the Indian service in Utah T erritory : presents
of goods, agricultural impl ements, and other useful articles, and to assist them
to locate in permanent abodes and sustain themselves by the pursuits of
civilized life, including transportation and necessary expenses of delivering
provisions to the Indians within the Utah superintendency; and for subsistence and clothing for Indians located upon the Uintah Valley r eservati9n,
Utah, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior.... 50, 000
110

Civilization and su,bsistence of Indians on the Ma lheur reservation.

This amount, or so much thereof as may be necessary, in the purchase of goods,
subsistence stores, &c., for the Indians collected on the Malheur reservation,
Oregon, and in in structing them in agricnltural and mechanical pursuits,
providing employes, educating cLildren, procuring medicine and medical
atte ndance, care for and support of the aged, sick, and infirm; for the helpless orphans of said Indians, or in any otl1er respect to promote their ci vilization, comfort, and improvement .................................. ··---· .. 40,000
Total amount of these estimates ..................................... 261"!, 737
RECOMMENDATI01'S I?OR APPHOI'HIATIONS.

In lieu of the foregoing the follo\ving are sn omitted:
For the I'a'i Ute reservation.

For the employment of one agent, three farmers, one blacksmith, one carpenter,. one saddle aud harness maker, oue miller, one teacher, and three general
as 1s tants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . $12, 900
For the purchase of teams, wagons, agricultural implements, seeds and tools,
and supplies for the shops of the mechanics.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
8, 000
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For tho purchase of lumber and other material for tho agency buildings ..... .
For subsistence supplies ............ .. _.... _.. _.. __ ___ .. _. __ . ____ .. ____ ... _.
For the purchase of a sufficient number of cows to give one to each Indian
family ......... - -... - . - - ... . .. - - _.. ____ .. .. ___ .. _... ____ .. ___ .. _. __ .. ___ .
For the purchase of fabrics for clothing and other necessary articles for the Indians .. - .... - - - - . - . - - -- -- - -- - -- - - ... - - . - - . - - - -.. - ......... -.. - .... - ..... .
For machinery and repairs on mill .. _... ___ .•. --·· ... _.... ·----· .. _..... ___ .
For salary of surgeon, hospital steward, and medical supplies for hospital ... _
For constructing wagon-road from the agency to such point as the Secretary
of the Interior ma,y direct ....... _..... __ ... ___ .. _. _... _... __ .·_.. __ . _.. __ .
For the payment of freighting and traveling expenses ..• _........... _...... .
For collecting the Indians on the reservation and incidental expenses ._ ..... .
For one interpreter ....... _........ _.... __ ._ ... __ ._ .. ___ . __ ... __ . __ . _.. ___ .

-~,000
10, 0 0
10,000
15,000
5,000
5,000
5,000
10,000
12,000
500

Total amount of appropriation recommended for the Pai Ute reservation.~' 400
For the Uintah reservation.

For the emplo;yment of one agent, one farmer, one blacksmith, one carpenter,
one saddle and harness maker, one miller, one engineer, one te~tcher, and
three general assistants ... _..... _........ _.... _................ __ .... _... $11, 750
For tbe purchase of teams, wagons, agricultural implements, seeds, tools, and
supplies for the shops of the mechanics ............................... _... 10, 000
For tho erection of houses for the Indians .. __ .............. ___ . _. __ ..... __ ..
5, 000
For subsistence supplies .. ........... _.............. _...... __ .. _..... _. . . . . 10, 000
For the pmcbase of a sufficient number of cows to give one to each Indian
family...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _. __ ... _..... ___ _.. ___ .. .. .... __ ~ . . . . 6, 000
For the purchase of ready-made clothing, and for fabrics for clothing, and other
articles necessary for the Indians. __ ...... _ . .... ___..... __ ... __ .... _. _.. __ 8, 000
For the salary of surgeon, hospital steward, and medical supplies for the hospital .... __ . __ . . _..... __ .. __ .. _______ . __ . ___ .. _____ ..... _. _..... _..... __ _ 5,000
•or constructing a wagon road from the agency to the railroad ....... _..... . 10,000
For the payment of freighting and traveling expenses . .................... .
5, OoO
For collecting the Indians on the reservation and incidental expenses ._ ..... . 5,000
For one interpreter __ ... _.............. __ .... __ . _.... ____ .. _. __ .... _.. ______ .
500
Total amount of appropriation recommended for the Uintah reservation.

76,250

For the Fort Hall rese1·vation.

For th mployment of one agent, three farmers, ot1e blacksm ith, one carpenter, ooe sadc1Je and harness maker, one engineer, one teacher, aud three genral a i tauts ............ __ .... _.... __ ....... _.... _______ . __ .. _.... _.. _.
For tho pnrcbase of teams, wagons, agricultural implements, seeds, tools, and
Stlpplics for the shops of tho mechanics_ ... ·--_ .... __ ... ____ . _..... _. .. _. _
Ji or tbo rection of buildings for the Indians. __ _. __ .... ____ . _. _. _.. _. __ . _. ...
For subsistence supplies .. . ... _____ . _..... . __. _____ .. _____ . ____ . _. ______ ...
I!' r the purchase of a sufficient number of cows to give one to each Indian
family ...... _. _____ . _. ___ . __ ... ______ .... ___ ____ . ____ .. ____ .. __ __.. __ ...
l! r th pur ·ha. o of ready-made clothing, and fabrics for clothing, and articles
n
sary for the Indians . __ ..... __ .•.. _.•• . _. ........ ... .. __.. __ ... _. __ .
F r_ th salary of ourgeon, ho pital steward, and medical supplies for the hosptta.l ...•.... _.. ___ __ __ ... ___ . __ ... ___ . . ___ . _ . ____ . ____ .... _•. _. _. _. __ . . .
or b paym nt of freighting and traveling expenses ..... _.. __ ............ .
· or oll : ing the Indians on tbe reservation and incidental expenses .. __ .. . .
1' or ou int rpreter .. __ .... ___ .. ____ .. ______ . ___ . .. __ .. ___ .. _.. _. _..... _... .

$14, 100
8,000
12, 000
12, 000
16, 000

1 , 000
5,000
. 000

12,000
500

T tal amount of appropriation recommended for Fort Hall reservation. 105,
For the Malheur reservation.
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For the purcbase of a -sufficient number of cows to give one to each Indian
family . - - - ... - - - - ... - - -- ....... - ..... - ... - .............. - . - .... - - - ... - . - $12, 000
For the purchase of ready-made clothing, and fabrics for clothing, and other
necessary articles for the Indians .... -..... - .... ! ... - - - - .... - - - .. - - ..... - - 15,000
5,000
For salary of surgeon, hospital steward, and medical supplies for the hospital.
8,000
For the payment of freighting and traveling expenses ...... - .. - .... - . - . - ... 8,000
For collecting the Indians on the reservation and incidental expenses .•• - - .. 500
For one interpreter ..... _.•............. - - - - .. - - - •.. - - - - - . - -- - - -- • - - - • - - - - •
Total amount of appropriations recommended for the Malheur reservation 104, 200
1

ESTli.\1ATED VALUE OF THE CLAil\1S OF CERTAL.~ SETTLERS ON THE MO -A-l'A RESERVATION.

}~a;,cii~ff~!~~-s }······ ···············-·······················--·····~ ····· $7,n00
~k~:ti~r ~:it~~ i __ .__ ... _. _.. ____ .. ____ .. ____ .. __________ .. ____ .. ______ _ 4,250
Lewis Seabright ~
Daniel Bonelli ... _.............................. - ......................... .
Robert G. Patterson ?
1

~fuit~s~! a~;;~~---_-_ !. :·. -_ -_ ~ ~ ~ ·_ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ·_ ~ ·_ ~ ~ ~ ·_ ~ ~ ~ ·. ~ -_: ~ ~ ·_ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~: ~: ~: ~ ~ ~ ::~ ~ ~ ~

Augustus James._ ..................• . .................... - ...... - . - - . - - - - .
Abraham James .... ____ .................. -------·--··-----· ........... ---·
Robert Logan ...... _........................... - . -. - ......... - ... - - .. - - - - •

i]t !~l~~!!r;i ~ ·-----·-----··----··---···--·---·-··-----··--------·-----

5,700
6,200
750
750
1,500
2,200
1,400

}--.... --...... -........ -..................... -.-....... .

1,800

Total ....................................•...........................

32,050

;~i~1~i~J~t~;~~

It is recommended that appropriations be asked to pay the above claims.
These people already occupy much of the available lana on this reservation, and have
control of the water. It is absolutely necessary that they should be removed if the
Indians are to be established as agriculturalists.
A special report, giving in detail the character of these improvements, viz, the
buildings, trees, orchards, vineyards, water-ways, &c., together with certified copies of
the surveys which were made under the State laws of Nevada to secure these settlers
in their possessory rights, and a map of the reservation showing tbe situation of each
daim, will be submitted on the completion of the map.
GENERAL RECOJ\IMENDATIONS.

It is recommencledFirst. That the act entitled "An act to vacate and seU the present Indian reservation
iu Utah Territory, and to settle the Indians of said Territory in the Uintah Valley," approved May 5, 1864, ( see U. S. Stats. at Large, vol. 13, p. 63,) be repealed, and that the
lands to which it refers be thrown open to settlement in the usual w~y. (See previous remarks on "The small reservations at San Pete, Corn Creek, Spanish Fork, and Deep
Creek.")
Second. That the boundaries of the Pai-Ute reservation be established as follows:
Beginning at a point on the Colorado River of the West eight miles east of the one
hundred and fourteenth meridian, and continuing from thence dne north to the thirtyseventh parallel of latitude; and continuing from thence due west along said thirtyseventh parallel of latitude to a point twenty miles west of the one hundred and
:fi_fteenth meridian; and continuing from thence due south thirty-five miles; and contmuing from thenee due east thirty-six miles; and continuillg from thence due south
to the center of the channel of the Colorado River of tbe West; and continuing from
thence along said center of the channel of the Colorado River of the West to the point
of beginning. (See previous remarks under the beadings of "Reservations on the Mo'a-pa" ana "Timber.")
Third. That an inspector, together with a competent engineer, employed for this
purpose from the incidental funds of the several reservations, shall visit the reservations at Uintah, Fort Hall, and on tho Malheur reservation, and, in company with the
agent and some of the chiefs and principal mnn of tho tribes belonging on such reservations, shall make a careful examiuation of the tmritory embraced within the reser-

.J:38

REPORT OP THE SECRETARY OF TITE INTERIOR.

vations and dcsigoate certain natural, or if need be artificial, bonndaries for tlrn ame,
and report such action to the Department, to be submitted to Congress for final approval, so that tlle boundaries of such reservations may be accurately established by
la,w. ·when the bouodaries have been thus surveyed it would be well to have the
reservations surveyed and diviued into small tracts and topographical maps made of
them.
Fourth. That the agents for these reservations be authorized to promise the Indians
that one cow will be given to each Indian family settling on these reservations annually for a term of two years subsequent to that in which the first issue of cattle i
made.
Fifth. Also that the agents for these reservations be authorized to promise theIndians that $10,000 will be expended annually on the Mo'-a-pa reservation, $6,00()
annually on the Uintah reservation, $15,000 annually on the Fort Hall reservation,
and $10,000 annually on the Malheur reservation for such a term of years as may be
necessary to give each Indian family a house, to exceed in cost not more than $200;.
but that such cost shall not include the labor bestowed upon the same by the Indian
himself.
Sixth. That should any of these Indians prefer to go to any other of these reservations tllan that to which tlley have been assigned in the foregoing report, or to the
reservation at Wind River, the Secretary of the Interior shall have the authority to
transfer the proper proportion of these appropriations from the account of the reservation to which it bas been specially a,ppropriated, to such reservation as the Indians.
may elect-provided the Secretary of the Interior shall approve of such election.
PAPERS ACCOMPANYING THIS REPORT.
First. A map of the Pi-Ute rese1-vation in Southeastern Nevada.
Second. A section of the "Map of the United States and Territories prepared in the
General Land-Office," with the distticts inhabited by the various tribes embraced in
this report, colored so as to indicate the geographical distribution of the several tribes.
which shoulcl be collected on the reservations.
Third. Report concerning the claims of settlers in the Mo-a-pa Valley, with copies of
surveys, &c., marked A, B, C, and D, ancl photographs numbered 1, 2, 3.
In our letter of in struct,ion, we were directed to consult with Col. H. A. Morrow, commandant at Camp Douglas, in Utah Territory.
While we were at Salt Lake City, completing plans for the operations of the summer,.
Colonel Morrow was confined to bis room by severe &iickness, and his physician thon&ht
H unwise for us to hol<l any consultation with him. but wo availed ourselves of nis
wi e conn cl to the limit of our opportunities.
To many of the citizens of Utah an cl Nevada we are indebted for information, advice,
and assistance, and we are plea ed here to state tJiat wo mot everywhere with the most
h arty co-operation'frorn the better class of people.
Invoking your attention to the facts herein set forth, aucl yo ur con ideration of the
rccomm ndations made,
,Ve arc, with much respect, your obedient ervauts,
J. W. I OWELL,
G. W. I GALL,
Tho Hon. C

Special Coinmis.~ioners.
)Dll
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Claim sur-veyed February 6 and 7, 1872, by C. vV. ·wandell, deputy surveyor of Lincoln
County, State of Nevada, in accordance with the laws of Nevada_, enacted for the purpose of securing possessory rights to Government land not havmg been surveyed by
the General Government.
·
(See accompanying paper marked A, "certified copy of surveys of Isaac Jennings." )
Water-ways.-The greater part of these lands are covered by .irrigating canals, but
only a portion of said canals have been kept in good order; in some places they are partially destroyed, in others totally. More than nine-tenths of this ~an~ h~s been under
cultivation, but one-half of it has been neglected; the other half 1s st1ll m good order,.
and the ditches for irrigating the same are in repair.
Trees.-Several thousand cottonwood-trees have been planted beside the ditches,
being from one to eight years old, ancl from twenty to sixty feet high; thrifty. A small
amount of garden shrubbery; a small amount of hedging set for the purpose of subdi-viding a part of the land into lots.
Vineyards.-Seven plats planted in vineyard, on which are two thousand good grapevines from four to eight years old; fifteen hundred second class of the same age, all(l one
thousand third class, or nearly worthless, of the same age.
Meadow.-Eighteen acres set in lucern, and eight acres partly set.
Buildirigs.-Adobe house on stone foundation~ covered with tules and en.rth. Rooms.
all without ceilings. Rooms have been papered; paper now damaged. Room used as.
post-office, 10 by 14; parlor, 14 by 15; large bed-room, 14 by 15; low bed-room, 12 by
15; dining-room, Hi by 20; kitchen, 16 by 16; pantry, 8 by 14; wash-room, 8 by 14; room
for store, (not covered,) 16 by 18; blacksmith-shop, 16 by 40; the walls are 13 feet
high; substantial floors are common; casings to doors and windows plain; doors.
plain; outside cellar, 12 by 14; stone walls. Hen-house, 18 by 20, rudely built of adobes
and covered with tules. Granary, with two rooms, each 12 by 16, covered with tules;
without floor. Three small adobe stables. Large adobe corral. Sufficient stone
hanled for a second corral.
(See photograph" No. 1."
Estimated value of this claim, $7,500.
CLAIM OF THOS. BELDING, CHANDLER BELDING, AND LEWIS SEABRIGHT
The amount of land within this claim is considerably less than one hundred and
sixty (160) acres to each person, but the value of the cl.aim, in the estimation of the.
commissioners, is in no way affected by the amount of land , as the adjacent lands are
still unoccupied and as the General Government has never yielded the title to any of
the said lands. The value of tho improvements and water-rights only are considered.
Tho buds rncluded within this claim were surveyed by tl1e same officer and at the
same time as those in the claims above, at least such information has been received by
the commission, but no copy of such surveys bas been received. ·
About one hunured (100) acres has been under cultivation; now there are forty ( 40)
acres under cultivation iu good order and with irrigating canals in good repair.
Trees.-Several hundred cottonwood and other trees are set along the canals; they
are from twenty to sixty feet high, good and thrifty. Small amount of well-cultivated
garden-shrubbery. A small amount of hedging set for the purpose of subdividing a
part of the land into lots.
Vineyard.-Twelve hundred grape-vines, four to six years old, in good order; eight
hunc1red second-rate grape-vines; five hunclred third-rate, or n early worthless.
Bllilclings.-Adobe house on stone foundation, covere(l with tules; common floor
windc,w and door frames and doors; rooms without ceilings; walls twelve feet hio-h,
three rooms each , 16 by 16; small low back room use<l. as kitchen. Hen-house. sm"'an
stable. Small corral made of poles.
(See photograph" No. 2.")
Fence.-Thirty-nine panels of two-pole fence. Estimated value of this claim $4,250.
CLAIM OF DANIEL BONELLI.
Land.-One hundred and sixty (160) acres. Surveyed by C. vV. vVandelJ, deputy
county surveyor of Lincoln County, State of Nevada, February 1 and 2, 1872. (See
accompanying paper marked B.)
About on e-fourth of the land bas been prepared for cultivation, and is covered with
irrigating canals. Canals not in good repair.
1'rees.-A small amount of orchard-trees and garden-shrubbery. A good hedge, inclosing ten (10) acres, on two sides of osage oran~e; on one side of osage orange and
cottonwood trees intervening, and on the fourth side of mesquite. Water-ways for ten
(10) acres in good repair.
Vineyarcl.-Four thousand grape-vines, in good order, from two to eight years old.
Two thousand second-rate grape-vines of the same age, and two thousand three hundred ancl fifty third-rate grape-vines of the same age.
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The 1rnmber of these grape-vines wus determined by counting what were believed
to be av rage rows. A greater numuer were claimed. (See accompanying paper
marked C.)
Meadow.-Three and one-half acres well set with lnceru.
Builcling.'f.-Adobe house, stone foundation, covered with tules; no ceilings; walls
thick; twelve feet high; in good order. Front part of house, outside measurement,
15 by 32; divided into two rooms; double fire-place iu partition.
Back building, outside measurement, 17 by 27, divided into two rooms; one :fireplace; floors, doors, and casings for doors and windows, common cellar 12 by 14, seven
feet high, with stone walls.
House said to have cost $1,000.
Small adobe hen-house.
(See Photograph No. 3.)
Estimated value of claim $5,700.
CLAIM OF R. G. PATTERSON AND J. L. LASSELL.

Lcmc1.-Two tracts of land, each of one hundred and sixty acres, claimed by the e
parties; one known as the Mill r>1nch, the other as the Island ranch; not surveyed.
The parties themselves live at the Mill ranch, and the I sland ranch is occupied by
a tenant.
Mill ranch.-The greater part of this land ha,s at one time been under cultivation,
and is covered with inigating canals; but the greater part of these water-ways are not
in good repair.
•
.
About one-half of the land was cultivated during the past year.
Tl'eeB.-'l'rees have been planted extensively along the water-,,rnys, and a grove of
three or four acres bas been started.
Altogether th.ere are from teri to :fifteen thousand trees, from two to six years old,
good and thrifty, chiefly cottonwood, but also several hnndrnu small ash trees.
A few orchard trees, not in good condition.
A mall amount of hedging, in bad order.
Vineyard.-Two thousand grape-vines in fair order; :fifteen hundred in second-rate
order, and ten thonsand, third-rate or nearly worthless.
Meadow.-Six acres well set with lucern; four acres partly set.
Island ranch.-Tbe greater part of this land has been under cultivation at one time,
and was covered by irrigating canals; but those have been neglected, and are in bad
orde1-.
fore than half of the land bas grown up with brush-wood aml weeds.
1reeB.-About two thousand cottonwoou trees, from two to five years old; thrifty.
Vineyard.-One hundred and fifty grape-vines in second-rate order. Three bunched
in third-rate order; nearly ,rnrthless.
Meadow.-Two acres set in lncern.
BtiilclingB.-Mill-house 20 by 24; common frame, inclosetl with rough board ; two
:floors; common basement; room for cleaner; fu-st .floor 11-foot posts; low upper floor
for bolt; frame-work for bolt at present in charuber; building covered with thatched
tul ; family living in mill-house.
Adobe tore-room attached to frame-building 20 by 45; stone foundation; walls
b av:v, bnt low; no floor; tnle antl dirt roof; mill-race, with small flume, in fair order.
}... tuuatccl value of this claim, including both ranches, $6,200.
CLAIM

F WILLIAM ANDERSO

J.

La 11 <1.- ue linndr d and ixty acres not surveyed. Fifteen acre nnder plow, in good
on~ ·r · tw nt_y-fiv_e acre covered with irrio-ating canals; purcha od of R. G. Patter on.
Pr1 r_ to. th ·rr t1on of tbe house, said to have cost $200.
B1L1l<it11{)fl,mall adob house, two rooms; 110 Jloor; roof of toles overed vdth dirt·
b '!.- . n arl. llPW bt~t v ry cheaply built.
E . t1matc<l valn f this claim, 750.

CLAIM OF A GUST R JAME .
land ixty (160) acr s, not surveyed.

Twenty-five acre und•r

. ; nursery of several thonsan<l small cottonwood and
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CLAIM OF ABRAHAM JAMES.

Lancl.-One lmnc1red and sixty (160) acres, said to have been surveyed. No copy of
survey recei ve·d. Purchased from Philander Bell.
·.
.
..
.
(See accompanying paper marked "D ", copy of deed m possess1011 of said Abraham
James.)
Twenty acres under plow and ditches, which are _slightly out oC order; about one
half of the l and has been cnlti vated at some time.
1)·ee8.-Tl1ree hundred cottonwood trees, thrifty; a few small orchard trees and
garden shrubbery.
.
Buildings.-Adobe house, 18 by 24; stone foundat10n, tule roof; floor, doors, and
casings poor.
.
.
.
First adobe granary, 12 by 26; stone foundation, tule roof; adobe bms, good repair.
Second adobe granary, 12 by 14; stone foundation, tnle roof; lumber floor; adobe
bins· in fair order.
Mloue stable 1 18 by 18, tule roof. Small adobe hen-house. Adobe building used as
a threshing-room, 18 by 20; stone foundation, tule roof; adobe floor; good order.
Esti,natcd value of claim, $1,500.
CLAIM OF ROBERT LOGAN.

Land.-One hundred and sixty (160) acres; farm surveyed in the name of William
Stewart, from whom said Robert Logan purchased the claim prior to the tlate of the
executive order establishing the reservation.
'
Thirty-five acres cultivated the past year, now in good order; water-\\'ays for the
same jn good condition; one hundred and ten acres originally under cultivation, but
irrigating canals, for the additional amount above tbirty-five acres, need much repair.
Trees.-A few cottonwood trees; small amount of garden shrubbery.
Vineyarcl.-Two hundred and twenty-five grape-vines, two years old, in fair order.
Meadow .-One and a half acres, well set with lucern.
Biiildings.-House consists of two adobe buildings, ~O by 20, each separated by a
passage-way ten feet wide; buildings and passage-wa,y covered with good roof of tulethatch; good stone foundation; com_mon board floors, window aud door-frames and
doors; all in fair order.
·
Store-room, adobe, 20 by 20; very thick walls; adobe floor; well-built stone foundation; tule roof~ new.
·
Cow-stable and granary, 18 by 40, adobe, co,ered with tules ; stone foundation; well
preserved.
Two other buildings, each 20 by 20, adobe, covered with tules; stone foundation; in
a fair state of preservation.
Estimated value of claim, $2,200.
CLAIM OF JOHN BENNETT, J. H. RATLIFF, AND G. R. A. PERCIVAL.
Laud.-There are four hundred and eighty ( 480) acres claimed by these parties, wbo
Jive together in one house. Not surveyed; :fifty-five acres cultivated the past year, the
same covered by water-ways in good repair; a larger amount of land was cultivated
prior to the a11andonment of it by the former settlers.
Tl'ees.-Eight thousand cottonwood-trees, having one year's growth from setting,
planted along the water-ways; all thrifty .i two hundred larger cottonwoods, three to
four years old.
·
Vineyard.-Two hundred grape-vines, one and two years old, in fair order .
.Meadow.-Two acres well set with lucern.
Bu~lclings.-Small adobe house, 14 by 16, not in good order.
This claim was purchased of Bell & Stewart prior to the iesue of the Executive order
establisbing the reservation.
·
Estimated value of claim, $1,400.
CLAIM OF VOLNEY RECTOR AND PETER L. JOHNSON.

Land.-One hundred and sixty (160) acres claimed. Both parties live in one house;
seven acres under plow and ditch, but main ditch sufficient for a much larger amount or
land; the greater part of the land has at one time been under cultivation, but the original
ditches bave been abandoned, and are in a great part destroyed.
early one-half of the land is a natural meadow.
Tl'ees.-l!'rorn two to three thousand cottonwood-tn.es, planted last spring along the
water-ways; good and thrifty. Overgrown nursery of many hundred cottonwood
trees.
Vineyara.-A few hundred grape-cuttings planted last spring.
Buil<lings.-Honse of adobe, 14 by 20, stone foundation, tule roof; second-rate order.
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Granary, 10 by 12, rough stone. A quantity of stone sufficient for the erection of a
mall hou e hauled on the ground.
E timated value of this claio,, $1,800.
The commissioners after careful inquiry are satisfied that the improvements on the
above claims were made prior to the establishment of the reservation by Executive
ord r, ancl with the expectation, on the part of those who made them, of remaining as
cttlers in the valley.

Claims considerecl of no value.
CLAIM OF JOSEPH A. PARRISH.
One hundred and sixty (160) acres claimed; has plowed seven acres; no other improvements of value. Came into the valley December 27, 1872; was notified by one of
the employes of the agency, when 011 his way to the valley, that it would probably be
set apart as a reservation.
CLAIM OF .JACOB MOON.
One hundrerl and sixty (160) acres claimed. No improvements. Came into the valley
Fclmrn,ry 8, 1873. He also was notified that the valley was intended for a reservation.
CLAIM OF MARTHA C. TUCKER.
(Daughter of Jacob Moon.

See above.)

O:ie hundred and sixty acres claimed. Ten acres plowed; improvements of no 'ralue
CLAIM OF W. A. EARLES.
Ono hnndred and sixty (160) acres claimed; no improvements. Settled in the valley
cluring the month of Jan nary, 1873. States that he paid the Indians $30 for the laD!l.
Remamed on the reservation three weeks, then abandoned his claim.
These claims are considered by the commission to be of no value.
With great respect, yonr obedient servants,
J. W. POWELL,
G. W. INGALLS,
Special Comrnissio11crs.
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Whitt.le and wife r eturned on the 20th, and reportP-u the Modocs williDg a111'1. anxious
to "meet H,iddle and Fairchilds to conclude details" for the proposed meeting. Fairchil<ls was intrusted with ~;he message, and accompanied b~ Riddle and Art.ina (a 1\1.o~oc
woman,) visited the Modoc camp, a <list~nce_of tw:enty m1!es from headqt~arte-rs, with
a" messao-e to Modocs." as follows: '' Fairchilds will talk for the comm1ss10n, what he
agrees to ~e will stancl by. He cann?t tell y~m any terms, but_'will fix a time and pl:1ce
for a council talk, and that no act ot war will be allowed while peace talks are bemg
had no mo,ements of troops will be made. vVe come in good faith to make peace. Our
hea:ts are all for peace." This message was signed by Meacham, Applegate, and Case,
with the approval of General Canby.
. .
Fairchilds and party returned on the 23d, and reported the Modocs as w1llmg and
anxious for peace, bnt bad not arranged for a meeting, because they were "unwilling
to come out of the lava-beds."
·
FAIRCHILDS' PROPOSED iVIEETIXG BETWEE~ THE LA. VA-BEDS. AND HEADQUARTERS.

This proposition was not agreetl to, but a request for Judge Steele, of Yreka, to visit
them was made, and in compliance he was sent for, with the hope on our part that,
from his intimate acquaintance with these people, be might secure the meeting. Judge
Steele arrived at headquarters of commission on the 4th of March, and the board of
comruissioners were called together, now consisting of Applegate, Case, Meacham, and
Judge Roseborough, who had been added at the request of General Canby. Steele
being present, accepted the mission as messenger to arrange for the meeting of commission and the 1\.fodocs, but unwisely was anthorized to offer terms of peace, which
was "a general amnesty to all Modocs on condition of their foll and cornplete surrender
and consent to remove to a distant reservation within the limits of Oregon or California."
Messrs. Roseborough, Case, and Applegate voting in the affirmative, anu Meacham in
the negative.
·
He was further instructed to 1:my to them that "General Canby would make peace
and conclude terms."
·
Messrs. Roseborough, Case and Applegate voting in t-be affirmative, and Meacham in
the negative.
On the 5th of March, in company with Ridrlle and Toby, Faircbilds, and R.H. Atwell as reporter, Jtulge Steele visited the Modoc camp.
Failing to secure a meeting of the commission and Mocloes, made then, under instruction, the proposition above referred to, also stating that General Canby was authorized
to conclude the arrangement for the surrender and r e moval. The propositions were
not well unclerstoocl, and created some discussion among the Modocs.
Captain Jack, speaking for the people, accepted the t erms offered, though protests
and evidences of dissatisfaction were evidently made. Steele bad not, hl•wever, seemed
to have been aware of this fact, for on bis return to headquarters he reported that
"peace was made; they accept." A general feeling of relief followed, couriers were
summoned to bear dispatches, when Fairchilds, who had been with St,eele, declared
that '' there was some mistake, the Modocs have not agreed to surrender and removal."'
The Modoc messengers who had accompanied Steele and party to headquarters were
questioned, when it was discovered that some misunderstanding existed. Steele, however, confident that he was c0rrect, proposed to return to the Modoc camp and settle
the matter beyond question. On Steele's second visit Fairchilds declined going, fearing, as he said, "that the Modocs would feel outraged by Steele's report." Atwell
again accompanied Steele, who, on arrival, or soon thereafter, discovered that a great
mistake had been made in reporting the first visit. The demonstrations were almost
of ~o~tile charact~r. He was ~ccused o~ reportin1; them falsely anc1 working against
their mterests. His long acquarntance with Captam Jack and Scar-Faced Charlie, and ·
consequent friendsliip, saved him and party from assassination; these two men, and
?De or two others, stantling guard over him throughout the night. The folJowing mornrng be averted the peril by proposing to return and bring the commission with him,
and on this promise he was allowed to depart. On his return to headquarters be made
a full report of the visit, stating the facts above referred to, and warniug the commission of the <langer of meeting the Modocs, except on equal t erms and on neutral
ground, and expressing the opinion "that no meeting could be had, no peace could be
made."
The substance of these reports and couclusions were forwar<lec.l to the honorable
Secretary of the Interior, who r eplied as follows:
"WASHINGTON,D. C.,
'' March 5, 1673.
"~ <lo not believe the 1fodocs mean treachery. The mission should pot be a failure.
I thmk I understand their unwillingness to confide in you. Continue negotiations.
Will consult the President, and h ave the War Department confer with General Canby
to-morrow.
"C. DELANO.
"To .A. B. j}feacham, Fairchilds' Ranch, via Yrelca, Cal."
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On the clay following Steele's return from the second visit a dP-legation of Indians from
the Modoc camp arrived. Mary, (sister of Captain Jack,) acting as messenger, proposed that, if General Canby would send wagons to meet them, the Modocs would all
come out and surrender 011 the terms proposed by Steele on the first visit. General
Canby, then actin<T under the authority of the vote of the commissioners transferring
the whole matter to bis care, accepted the proposition and named a day on which the
.final surrender should be consummated. However, before the time appointed, messengers arrived from the lava-beds, asking for further time to arrange for leaving camp,
alleging that they were then burying their dead and could not come at the time
appointed, but would comply at a subsequent period.
General Canby appointed another day, and assured the messengers that unless they
wore faithful to the compact he "-:.Onld take s.teps to compel compliance.
The day before the appointed time, Toby Riddle informed General Can by of intended
treachery on the part of the Modocs, saying "no Modocs come; may be come to steal
teams; they no give up." Her warning was not accredited.
The wagons were sent. Applegate, sanguine of the surrender, resigned and returned
to bis home, believing that" peace was made." Mr. Case, who bad been reli eved at bis own
request, bad also left headquarters. Messages had been sent to the Department at Washington announcing the anticipated result, and the whole country was rejoicing, when,
late on the evening of the appointed day, the wagons sent out by General Canby returned
witbont the Indians. All of which was made known to the Department. Further
negotiations seemed to be hopeless; nevertheless, knowing the anxiety for a peaceable
solution of the troubles, we continned to seek a meeting. Instructions ·were received
from headquarters from the honorable Secretary of the Interior, "to continue negotiations," and further continu1ng the commission, General Canby moved headquarters
to'' Van Bremcns," and with him the commission moved. Soon after Doctor Thomas
was added to the commission, also, L . S. Dyar, United States Indian agent, of Klamath.
!can while a herd of Indian horses had been captured by Major Biddle, notwithstanding the commission had informed the Modocs, through messengers, that no act of war
would be permitted. }'ailing to arrange on satisfactory terms for a council meeting,
tb co1mui!:lsion was notified by General Canby of the intended movement of troops
n ar t the Modoc camp. The movement was made and headquarters again changed,
thi tiru to the foot of the bluff, and within two miles of the Modoc stronghold. On
tho 2d of April the commission, including General Canby, met the Modocs for the first
tim , about midway between the Modoc camp and headquarters. No conclu~ions were
arriv l at, a vere storm coming up compelling adjournment, not, however, until an
UO'r ,ement ha l h en made for the erection of a council-tent.
Ri<ldl and his wife, Toby, expressed the opinion, on our return to camp, that treachery
wa int nd d; but the warning was not respected. On the 4th of April a request was
made by Captain Jack form to meet him and a few ruen at the council-tent. After a
• ~1snlt,i~ion with t~e b~ard I went, accompanied by Judge Roseborough and J . A. Fairclnlc1 ·, 1ddle and bis wife, Toby, as interpreters.
The Modoc chief was accompaniecl by six warriors and the women of his own family.
II ~Jack) r marked that be felt afraid in presence of General Canby and Doctor Thoma ,
aay1ug "bnt uow I can talk." He reviewed the whole question from the beginning,
m ntioningthe Beu Wright treachery; the insults of the Klamath Indians while bis peopl w r on tb reservation; the failure of Captain Knapp, acting agent of Klamath, to
pr t~ct him, and his several removals wbile there, bnt made no complaint of want of
ub 1 t n ; c1 niccl ver killing hors s for food, but insisting that Agent Knapp "had
11 h art for him;" complained that Superintendent Odeneal bad not visited him, and
tba_t cl n al'!:! m . og rs had promised to come again before bringing soldier. ; that
., fa_Jor Ja ·k Oi:t had attacked him before he was up in the morning of ovember 29
1 72 · omrJ:im l al o of th citizens taking part in the batt1e at that time, declaring that
b'.1-cl "no ·1~1~eu b n in the fight, no Indian women and children would have been
kill d, n ·1t1z ns would have been murdered·" sayin<T his yonnO' men had done a o-reat
rong whil in 11ot blood, but that he c.oulcl ~ot cont~ol them a;y more than bad ,~bite
m_ n w r controll d by American law; and feeling that ho could never live in p ac
w1 b th I lamath , but wanted a born
"ju t the same as a white man ou Lo t
iv r, t~
ldi r tak n away and the wa~ would stop."
n . .mg a ur d that, sine blood bad b en spilled on Lost Riv r, he could never
ba.v 1t Ill p a , nnle . th Lo t Riv r murderer were given up for trial, be abandoned
th rec111 . t o far
lns old homo was concern •d saving "I giv up borne· give me
thi lava-bed_; n wllite man will v r want it." Again a' sured that no peac~ could b
1m d r ·ol h r. r mov cl whilo hi people remained in the lava-bed, but wa informed
ha • n w ~0~1 would be giv n him, and provision mad for clothing and uh i tencc.
H wa unw1ll1ng to urrenrl r bi m u who kHl d tho citizen , aying that the O'O\-~nor f r tron ba~ d ma.nd cl tb ir blood, and that the law of Jack on County would
kill h~m · r mark~ng that th~" law was all on one side, wa made by th white mau
for vl!1tn m n, 1 • Vlllg h Ind1au , 11 ut," finally, declarin,,. that b could not contr l_h1 ~ opl and tlrn how nld di with th m if n p ac wa made.
t 111 w·r a"r clto rfurh rm iugsarrang dfora thattim.
0
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Ou the day following, Toby Riddle was sent with a propos~tion to Captain Jack to
surrender with such others as ruight elect to do so. He declmed the terms. On her
return the messenger was warned of the intended treachery, which she reported to the
commissioners and. General Canby. This warning was not treated with the respect
due the informer. Dr. Thomas questioned a Modoc afterward as to the truth of the report, which being denied, and the name of the author demanded, be replied, '' Toby RidcUe." The same party, of whom Dr. Thomas bad made inquiry, was informed by General Gillem," that nnless peace w:1s made very soon the troops would be moved up nearer
the Modoc stronghold, and that one hundred \Varro Spring Indians would be added to
the Armv within a few days." All of which was reported in the Modoc camp.
On the 8th of April a messenger visited the commission, asking for a "peace talk,"
saying that si.x unarmed Modocs were at the council-tent in the -lava-bed anxious to
make peace, and asking the commission to meet them.
The signal-officer at the station overlooking t,he lava-beds reported the" six Indians,
and also in the rocks behind them twenty other Indians, all armed." Treachery was
evident, and no meeting was had; further negotiations appeared useless and unsafe.
On the morning of the 10th of April a delegation from the Modoc camp arrived with
renewed propositions for a meeting. The terms proposed were that, if the " commission, including General Canby and General Gillem, would come next day to the
council-tent, u11armed, to meet a like number of unarmed Modocs, thus proving the
confidence of the commission in the Modocs, "that they (the Modocs) would all come
to headquarters and snrrender on the day following." Dr. Thomas, who was then acting as (temporary) chairman, submitted the propositions to General Canby. After
cons ultation, they decided to accept.
On the fatal morning of Frida,y, April 11, the commission held a meeting, and the
propriety of keeping the appointment was discussed; Dr. Thomas insisting that it
was a duty that must be performed; General Canby saying '' that the importance of
the object in view justified taking some risk;" Commissioners Dyar and Meacham recounting the evidences of premeditated treachery, and giving opinions adverse to the
meeting. The interpreter, Frank Riddle, appeared before the board, and repeated the
warning given by "Toby," bis wife, and saying further, "that if the meeting must be
bad, be wanted to be free from responsibility; that he' bad lived with 'Toby' for
twelve years, and she had never deceived him ; t,hat if the commission went, it should
beanned." However, General Canby an<l. Dr. Thomas insisted that the compact shoulcl
be kept, the General r emarking that from the signal-station a strict watch had been
kept, and "only five Indians, unarmed, were at the council-tent;" and further, that a
"watch would be kept on the council-tent, and in the event of an attack tbc Army
-would come to the, rescue." Preparations were made to keep t)Je compact; General
Canby and Dr. Thomas starting in advance, and on foot, accompanied by Boston
Charlie.
Before leaving tLe camp, as chairman of the commission, I again 'sought to a.v ert the
peril, calling to them, and stating again the warnings and proof of danger, and proposing to take with ns a force sufficient for protection. Both the General and Doctor
objected, saying it would be a" breach of faith."
To the proposition to make ciny pro11iise necessary to avert danger, they each refused
assent to "any promise that could not be kept." They proceeded to the council-tent, followed by Commissioner Dyar, interpreters Riddle and wife, and myself. On arrival it was
evident that we were entrapped, and would be betrayed. Eight armecl, instead of six
unarmed Modocs, were present: Captain Jack, Scbonchiu, Shacknasty Jim, Ellen's Man,
Hooker Jim, Boston Charlie, Bogus Charlie, and Black Jim. Any attempt to signal for
assistance, or to retreat, would have precipitated the assassinat ion.
The council was opened, on the part of the commission, by referring to the proposition made by the Modoc messengers the day before, when the meeting was ao-reed on.
Captain Jack replied "that he wanted the soldiers taken away, and then the w~r woulrl.
stop. He did not want the President to give him anything." About that time an incident occurred that removed all doubt as to the intent,ion of the Modocs: Hooker Jim
secu~iog a horse belonging to the commission, by tying him to a sage-brush, and removrng from the saddle an overcoat, and putting it on, remarking, "I am Meacham
now;" intending it as an insult, that would be resented, thus rnakiug an excuse for a
quarrel. Understanding his design, 1 simply said, "take my bat, too." He replied, in
Mod_oc language, "I will very soon ." ·without further noticing him, as chairman, I
replied to Captain Jack: The Presitlent sent the soldiers here, we did not bring them;
we cannot take them away without his consent; they will not harm you if you arc
peaceable; we want peace, we do not ,Yant war ; we will find a new home for you;
you cann?t live in this lava-bed always; there are many good places for you,
ancl we will together look out a new home. General Canby is the soldier chief, and
be is your friend; he will talk now.
T~ General, seeing tho danger, as declared by Hooker Jim's actions in taking posscsswn of the overcoat, arose an1l said : "The President sent tbc soldiers here, to see
that everything was done riglit; tl.iey are your friends, and will not harm you. I have
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bad much experience with Indians. When a young man, I was sent to remove a tribe
from Florida to a new home west of the Mississippi River, and although they did not like
me well at first, they did after they became acquainterl, and the.v elected me a chief
and gave me a name which meant 'The Indian's Friend.' I was sent to remove
another tribe to a new home, and they also elected me a chief, calling me 1.he
'Tall Man.' . I visited both these tribes years afterward, and they received me,
in a friendly way. I have no doubt that some tirne you Modoc people will receive me
as kindly."
Dr. Thomas spoke next, standing on his knees, and saying, in substance, "I believe the Great Spirit put in the heart of the President to send us here to make
peace. I have known General Can by fourteen years, Mr. Meacham eighteen years,
Mr. Dyar four years. I know all their hearts are good, and I know my own
heart. We want, no more war. The Great Spririt made all men. He made the red
men and white men. He sees a1l our hearts and knows all we do. We are all brothers,
and must Jive in peace together."
Schonehin said, "Take away your soldiers, and then we will go and look for a new
place. We want Hot Creek for a home; take a_w ay tlle soldiers; give us Hot Creek for
a horne; take away the soldiers; give us Hot Creek."
Chairman. Hot Creek belongs to ,Yhite men now; perhaps we cannot get it for you.
Sebo11chin. I have been told we could have it.
Cb airman. Who told you so, Diel Fairchilds or Dorris say you could have it,
chonchin. No; they did not, but Nate Beswick says we can have it.
Chairman. We can see J<.,airchilds and Dorris about it, and if we cannot buy it for you
we will find another home.
Scbouchin, (very much excited :) Take away the soldiers, and give us Hot Creek, or
top talking.
Capt,ain Jack had risen and stepped behind Schonchin and nea,rl.v facing General
Canby, who was nearest the council-tent, with Commissioner Dyar on bis right,
aud about fifteen feet distant. I was on GAneral Canby's left, within three feet,
with Schonchin about the samA di8tance in front of me. Dr. Thomas wa.s on the
left, within three feet, and Boston Charlie facing him, wHh Toby Riddle reclining
on the gronnd between them. Riddle was still on tho left of Dr. Thomas, and
11ear him mack Jim, while Shacknasty Jim, Hooker Jiui, and Bogus Charlie were
behind Boston Cbadie antl Schonchin, and. facing the commission.
While Riddle
was tran lating Schonchin's anp;ry speech, two Modoc warriors. B:1rncho and Slolax, suddenly advanced (from amlrnsh about fifty yards distant and a little to
the l ft of the j1·ont, with rifles under their arms) rapidly towa,rd us.
We all
arose and inquired, "Captain Jack, what does this mean?" wllo, turning suddenly,
facing General Canby and within three or four feet, exclaimed in a very excited
ton , "Ot we kantux-e,'I meaning "all 1·eacly," and drawing from under his coat a
r volver, pointed it at Genernl Canby's head. 'fbe first attempt only exploded the cap;
h , l.towev r, quickly renewed tl.Je assault, tho ball striking him below his left eye.
Her -treated, follow cl by Jack and Ellen's Man, a distance of forty yards, when, falliug
on th rock , I.Jo was :finally killed by a stab from Capta,in Jack and a rifle-shot from
~11 n' Man. DL Thomas was attacked by Boston Charlie, and received the :first shot
m th 1 ft br a8t, but ,vas allowed to retroot a sllort distance, followed b,y Boston ancl
Bogus Charlie, and finally killed by a rifle-shot by Bogns Charlie. Commissioner
Dsnr 11 d, 1rnrsued by Hooker Jiru, but escaped unhurt. RidL1le also ran, followed by
Bla ·k Jiru, but he also ei,caped unhurt Scbonchin failed in bis attempt to assa sinate
m , though s v ral pistol-shots took effect, but not provino- mortal. I fell back a di tao·
f fifty yards, pursued by cboncbin, Shaclrnasty Ji.m, Jfarncllo, and Slolax,
tb Y 1 avrnrr, snpposinp; me to be dead, when Ho ton Charlie returnc<l anu made an
tt ~pt to !!?alp me, but was frustrnted by the strategy of Toby Riddle, shouting
solch r , old1c1· .
Th
ffi rat th ignal-station overlooking the cene at th council-tent gave the
alarm. ' n rnl Gill rn rdercd the several cornpa,ni s to the rescue on double-quick.
b
arriv<'cl too late to save General Canby and Dr. Thoma .
1 ~ b ffi c ' l''3 of t_he Army at Tule Lake Camp outh, a,ud e pecially to those of the
m <11 al orp I am wd b~ d for my recovery.
_
n r p r rng un,1 r article lat of l etter of in trnction of J<.,ebruary 5 1 to a certain
th '< n
whIC:h hav 1 cl to tho dif.Ilcnlties and ho tilitie b etween the fodoc and
. nit cl 'tat tr op: Ir gret_v ry lllnch that no other m ember of tb special com~i • 1 n h, mad a n rn v st1gat1 n or r •port her on. Thi failure to in ve tigate an ·
frorn tli f t, th t th l •t r of instructions and n,ppointm nt of commi ioner did
not r,mp?w .r h 'rn t · mp 1 a l ndaoc , admiui ter oaths, and otherwis <1 u ha.ct ·
a ' r mcll. p n abl 1_1 c ary to a ·complisb a full, com pr h n i ve, and autb n ic, t I
1 ·p r • H 11 • , a. ·buuman f p fal ommis ion to tbe Iodoc
I ·hall submit uch
a ·I nl · as I l~eli Y ·au b rmlmtautiat rl by n co ary proofi wh n r <Jnir d .
. 'l h • 1 1. tr1b _a r n _ffi b t f be !{lamath . Tb y hav c upi. d the onntr.
kt"' 11 a
Lot 1v r Ba. 111, and coYermg portions of tb old ov •rnru nt r ad t
r •on and
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The first difficulty with the emigrants, as they (the Modocs) reported, grew out of
the efforts of the emigrants to recapture horses found in their possession, which they
claimed tlJey bad purchased from the Snake aud Pitt River Indians.
After hostilities began, continued at intervals, during which time many J\fod?cs
were killed and many emigrants were cruelly butchered. Perhaps the most revoltmg
among the many scenes was that of the killing of seventy-five white pe:i:so~s in 185~.
This terrible trao-edy called out a company of volunteers "for the protect10n of emigrants," who, und~r command of llen Wright, of Yreka, Cal., arrived on Tule Lake, at
Bloody Point, the scene of the wholesale butchery above referred to. Failing to engage
the Modocs in a fair battle, proposed a" peace talk,'' which was finally accepted, and
forty-six Modoc warriors responded, and were by him and bis company attacked, and
fort,y-one of them slain. This act of treachery has al ways been remembered by the Modoc
people, and bad much to do in perpetuating the bitter feelings that have since existed,
and doubtless had influence in the late assassination. Ben Wright was received at
Yreka with great demonstrations, bonfires and banquets, and was afterward appointed an Indian agent as a reward for this heroic act of treachery to a trusting people,
and a violation of the sacred rights ef a flag of truce. Had he been held to account
for tliis unauthorized act, it would have done much to secure the confidence of the
Modocs, and other tribes as well. Hostilities continued until 1864, when ex-Superintendent Steele, of California, made a temporary treaty with the several tribes in the
vicinity of Yreka, including the Modocs. In October following, Superintendent Huntington, of Oregon, unrler authority of the General Government, held a treaty-council at
Council Grove, near Fort Klamath, with the Modocs and Klamath Indians, when all
the country claimed by these tribes was ceded to the Government, except so much as
may be embraced within the boundaries of what is known as Klamath reservation,
and described in the second article of said treaty. (See Statutes at Large, vol. 16, page
707.) Schoncbin, as head clJief, (a brother of the Schoncbin who was executed,) Captain Jack, (as Kient-poos:) and other members of the Modoc tribe, signed the treaty in
the presence of witnesses. It is in evidence that the Modocs, includillg Captain Jack,
(or Kient-poos,) in conformity of said treaty, accepted goods and subsistence, and
remained on t!Je new reservation several months, and finally left, returning to the
Modoc country, and ignored the treaty, and refused to return to the reservation until
December, 1869, at wl).ich time be accepteil annuity goods and subsistence; and, under
promise of protection from the taunts and insults of the Klamaths, he again took his
abode on the Klamath reservation, together with the remainder of the tribe, selecting
Modoc Point as the site for a home . . They began to make arrangements for a permanent settlement, and no doubt with bona-jicle intentions to remain. All this was agreed
to, and fairly understood by all parties interested, Klamath and Modoc Indians included.
The former, however, began soon thereafter to taunt the latter with being " strangers,
orpbans, poor men, &c.," clamiing the timber, fish, grass, and water, and in various ways
annoying them. Captain Jack appealed to Captain Knapp, then acting agent, for protection from their insults. Agent Knapp, not fully comprehending bow much was
involved in his action, removed Captain Jack's band of Modocs to a new location,
where they began again to make rails, and prepare logs for building, when the Klamaths, ·emboldened by the success of their first interference, and being in no wise punished, or reprimanded, repeated the insults. Captam Jack again appealed for protection to Agent Knapp, who proposed still another borne for the Modocs. Captain Jack
again sought a resting-place for bis people, and not finding one to bis satisfaction be
called them together, and declared his intention to leave the reservation, which he did,
returning to the Lost River country, where he remained several months, and until
persuaded to return to Klamath reservation, at Yainax station. Unfortunl,\tely be
here employed an Indian doctor to act as a physician, and, under an old Indian law, when
the patient died, be killed, or caused to be killed, the Indian doctor. The reservation
Indians demanded his arrest and punishment. Hefl.ed to the Modoc country, was pursued, but, eluding arrest, he sent messengers proposing a conference. Commissions
were sent to meet him, and a temporary peace secured, on the condition t-hat he would
keep his people away from the settlements, and submit to arrest, if demand should
be made. He insisted then, as be bad pr~viously done, for a home on Lost River.
'fbe commissioner, under instructions from superintendent of Indian affairs, promised
to_ lay the request before the Commissioner at ,vashington, which was done, together
with the reasons for so doiug, also recommen<ling that a small reservation of six miles
square be allowed them at the mouth of Lost River.
No action was ever taken. In the mean time the young menofCaptain Jack's band
became a source of much annoyance to the citizens of the Lost River country, who
petitioned for their nm1oval. Captain Jack and his men sought advice of Judges
Roseborough and Steele, of Yreka. Both these gentlemen advised them not to resist
the authority of the Government, but also promised, as attorneys, to assist them in
getting lands, provided they would dissolve tribal relations. I have sought diligently
as a commissioner for information on this subject, and conclude that nothing further
was ever promised by either Roseborough or Steele. The hope thus begotten may
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have caused the Modocs to trea.t with less respect the officers of the Government, and
made them more insolent toward settlers, but nothing of willful intent can be charged
to teele or Roseborough.
Renewed petitfons for their removal called the attention of Superintendent Ocleneal
to the subject, who, laying the matter before the Commissioner of Indian Affair at
\Vashington, was instructed, under date of April 11, 1872, to have the Modocs removed,
if practicable•, to the same reservation, (meaning Klamath,) and to protect them from
the Klamaths, but that jf they could not be removed or kept on the reservation, to
select and report the boundnries of a new reserve for them .
Of further official correspondence on this subject the commission bas not been officially advised. Superintendent Odeneal was respectfully requested to attend the meeting of the commission, but declined doing so. It is in evidence that Superintendent
Odeneal sent messengers to the Modoc camp on the 26th of November, 1872, to order
them to return to the reservation: and in event of refusal on their part to arrauge for
a meeting with them at Link River, twenty-five miles from the Modoc camp.
They refused compliance ,,ith the order. and also refused to meet Superintendent
Odeneal, at Link River, saying substantially, "that they did not want to see him or
talk with him; that they did not want any white man to tell them what to do; that
their friends and advisers were in Yreka, Cal.; they tell us to stay here, and we intend
to do it; and will not go on the reservation, (meaning Klamath;) that they were tired
of folk, and were done talking." If credit be given to these declarations it would
appear that some parties at Yreka were culpable. Careful investigation discloses
11otlling more than already recited, so far as Roseborough and Steele was concerned,
but would seem to implicate one or two other parties, both of whom are now deceased;
but even then no evidence has been brongllt forth declaring more than sympatlly for
the l\fodocs, which might easily be accounted for on the ground of personal intere t,
clictatiog friendship toward them as the best safeguard for life and property, but nothing that could be construed as advisiug resistance to legal authority, and their statement in regard t9 advisers in Yreka should not be entitled to more credit than Captain
Jack's snbsequent assertions that" no white man bad ever advised him to stay off the
resorvatiou." 'rhis latter declarati0n was made <luring the late trials at Klamath by
the "military commission," at a time when the first proposition made to Superintendent Odeneal's messengers in regard to Yreka a<l vices would have secured the Modocs
th n on trial some consideration.
The only thing said or done by any parties in Yreka,, that bas come well antl1enticated that could have had any influence with the Modocs, in their replies to Odencal'
mes age, is the proposition above referred to as coming from Roseborough and Steele,
to a sist them as attorneys to secure homes when they should have al,:mdonec1 tribal
relation , paid taxes, and made application to become citizens. The high cllaracter
uoth these gentlemen possess for loyalty to the Government and for integrit~,, would
preclude the idea that any wrong was intended.
On r ceiving Captain Jack's insolent reply to his message, Superintendent Odeneal
m~ule a,pplication to the military commander at l!'ort Klamath for a force to "compel
~aid Indians (Moc1ocs) to go upon the Klamath reservation;" reciting the followll!g words from tlle honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs: "You are liereby
<l1r ct <l to remove the Modoc Indians to Klamath reservation, peacably if
;vou pos. ibly can, but forcibly if you must," aml saying: "I transfer the whole
matter_ to your department without a snming to dictate the course yon shall pnr ne in
ex ~utmg_ tbe order aforesaid, trusting, however, that yon may accomplish tbe object
de 1n·cl without the shedding of blood if possible to avoid it."
JI recciv c1 the following reply:
"IIRADQUARTERS FORT KLAMATH, November 2 , 1 72.
~' • m: In c-01~q1liance with your written request of yesterday, I will state that Capt~in ,Ja_ k on w1)l leave this pot allOnt noon to-day, with about thirty men; will be at
Lmk J n- r to-~1ght ancl l l10pe before morning at Captain Jack's camp.
' I am, .-ir Y ·ry r pectfully, your obedient servant,
"JORN GREE T,

" Ir. T. B.
"

"Major First Cavalry, Comrna11di11g Post.

rm. ·r-:.,r,,
111> Ti11tc11dc11t

Indian Affairs."

!nJor ,~ack. on ~rriv <1_ at th Iocloc camp on the morning of the 29th antl obtained
nn rntr•n ·1 w dunng wl!1 ·b h n _cd v ry argument in bi power to induce them to o
on t J{]amath_ r rvat1on _at Yama.·, informing th m that ample provision bad be n
m:ul fi r ·l tlun and ·1~b 1_. t uc _, a ~uing tb m of the folly of resi ·tance to the order
of ~h
ov rum :nt. } mcling h1 fiort unavailing he ordered them to "lay clown
th ir arm-. Tl11 n1 er ~1ad br•cn partially obeyed m~cl pro p els w re hat no eriou
troo bl • would 11. u , until th d ·mancl wag matle of " carfaced harlie to unemkr,
•
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who refused compliance, and Major Jackson ordered an officer to disarm him, who advanced to perform the_ duty with pistol draw_n, when both the. o~cer and Sc~rfaced
Charlie discharged their arms, but so nearly simultaneous that it 1s a matter of doubt
· who really fired the first shot. A general engag~ment ensued_between Major Jackso~'s
forces and the Modocs in the camp on the west side of Lost River, composed of Captam
Jack, Schonchin John, Scarfaced Charlie, and eleven or twelve other warriors with
families.
It should be understood that Lost River, at this point, is a deep stream three hundred feet wide, dividing the Modoc camp.
,
While Captain Jack and other warriors occupied the west hank, Curlyheaded Doctor, Hooker Jim, and nine other warriors, with their families, occupied the east side.
While Major Jackson was taking position around Captain Jack's camp a number of
citizens had also taken a position commanding the camp on the east side, and when
the former became engaged in battle with Captain Jack's band on the west side, the
latter soon engaged in battle with the Curlyheaded Doctor's band on the east s_ide.
The commission has been unable to learn by what authority the citizens referred to
were assembled on the east side of Lost River, on the morning of the 29th of November. It is, however, safe to declare that had no citizens taken part in the battfo, none
would have been subsequently murdered.
,
In reporting the causes that led to the difficulties between the United States troops
and the Modoc Indians, I submitlst. That Captain Jack, being a lineal descendant of " Old Modocus," was ambitious to be recognized as "head chief," and Schonchin being acknowledge!! his superior in office, the former preferred a roving life free from restraint, where his ambition could be gratified. Hence, he was dissatisfied with the treaty of 1864, and left
the reservation agreed on in said treaty council, That through the desire for peace the
settlers occupying the "Modoc country" and the citizens of the adjacent towns had
extended sympathy to him, which he misconstrued into indorsement of his cause and
justification of bis resistance to Federal authority; and that another cause for the
friendship of white citizens for the Modocs grew out of the fact that the Modoc country was divided by the State line of Oregon and California, and since Indian agencies
are supposed to create business, both States were desirous of secm:ing the patronage
thereof. A review of official correspondence between Commissioner of Indian Affairs
and tbe officers and citizens of these two States will develop the fact that unusual
friendship and sympathy was shown the Modocs, prior to the treaty of 1864, and continuously thereafter. But there is no evidence that any responsible party has counseled resistance, though it is certain that the sympathy of citizens and settlers, together
with the ambition to obtaiu homes as "white meu" under the proposition of Steele
and Roseborough, had more or less influence with them. They left the reservation
first in 1864, and r efused to return. The" humane policy" then pursued in the several
efforts to restore them was also misunderstood, and construed into fear and cowardice,
on the part of the Government. The same demonstration of force made by Major Jackson on the 29th of last November, would have secured success in 1865, without shedding blood. In 1869, satisfied that, force would be employed if they resisted, they
went on to Klamath reservation under promises of protection.
2d. Had they been thus protected in their rights as against the insults of the Klamath
Indians they would have remained, and no secoud stampede would have followed; that
the failure to keep the promise of protection impaired the confidence of the Modocs in
subsequent promises.
·
3d. That in 1870 an understanding was had that an effort would be made to obtain a
small reservation for them on Lost River, on condition that they kept the peace. No
action was taken by the Department on this matter. The Modocs, discouraged by the
delay an<l emboldened thereby, became an unbearable annoyance to the settlers an(l
removal or location could not be deferred.
'
4th. A small reservation, as recommended, would have averted all trouble with these
people, and the failure to notify them that no action would be had on the matter was
a blunder.
5th. H~d they been folly apprised of the fact in a way to give them confidence that
no home would be allowed them on Lost River, and an appeal been properly made by
some officer of the Indian Department, they might not have resisted.
6th. Superstitious Ill(Han religion had much to do in causing them to resist.
7th. Want of adaptability of Government agents produces confusion and sometimes
war.
Finally, this war was the result of changing agents and policies too often, and the
abs~uce of well-defined regulations regardiug the relative duties and powers of the
In~ian 3:nd military Departments, the citizens, and Indians. While the "humane
pohcy" 1s the correct one, it ought to be well defined, and then in trusted to men
s~lected on acconnt of .fitness for the work. .No branch of public service more imperatively ,dernauds observance of this rule, and when it shall have been fully recognized
20 I
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and adhered to by appointing men to the care of our Indian population whose hearts
ar in tile work, and wbo understand the duties assigned, and whose term of office der>cnds on faithfully achieved succes , we may hope to hear of Indian wars no more.
Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
A. B. MEACH.AM,
Chairman Special Commission to Mocloc.'3.
Hon. CO:\L\II SIOXER OF IXDI.\N AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C.

C 2.
REPORT OF CAPT. M. U. WILKINSON, UNITED ST.A.TES .A.R:\IY,
SPBCIAL COMMISSIONER FOR REY.IOVING THE MODOCS
INTO TIIE INDIAN TERRITORY.

c.,

WASIII.XGTON, D.
December 12, 1873.
'rn: In accordance with orders from t,be Secretary of War and your instruction
under date of November 4, 1873, I have the honor to report th~tt I have removed the

Modoc Indians from Port McPherson, Nel.Jra&ka, to the Indian Ter.ritory.
pou arrival at Baxter Springs, Kansas, and consulting with Agent H. vV. Jones, it
was considered the wisest plan to locate these Indians, for the winter, at Seneca Station, upon Shawnee land, instead of w~th the Qnapaws.
·
I. Becanse the Qua paws are indolent, their influence not being such as should be had
upon the l\lodocs, whose only hope is in work.
II. It was not thought wise to locate these Indians so near to the town of Baxter
pring , a notorious place for corrupting Indians.
·
III. It was very much to be desired that the Modocs should have the personal supervi. ion of some reliable man until permanently settled upon their own land.
The ewer , in the main, the rea ons why it was decided to buil.d temporary barracks
for tllem at eneca Station. The e barracks are witllin two hundred yards of .A.gent
,Jone 's llou c, are of the simplest kind, and so constructed as not to injure the lumber
for future use.
In this connection I wonld earnestly recommend that, in view of this additional
respon il>ility npon Agent Jone who llas the care of seveu other tribes, his son, Endluy Jon , be appointed at a salary of at lea t fifty dollars per month, as special agent
to th Modoc until they are permanently located. When Agent Jones consented to
plnce thi. tribe at hi own door that be might shield them from certain white , care
for tb •ir aged, and at the earliest po ible moment place their children in school I
Jlromi ·c<l to requ st that be might have t.Lis assistance in the oxtralabor so undertaken.
Jam af:. urcd tbi appointment will receive the cheerful indorscmcnt of uperitnendent
Hong.
Th r wa no other way than to bnild tbe barracks already refcrrecl to, tbe total
cost of :vhich, including the cxpcn. e of hauling bnilc.ling material twenty mile , and
pm ha.-rng a large cook- tovo, was bnt, '524.40. Only three white men were employed,
and they for but one day, as it was ascertained that the Indians worked to better advantap-. without th m. Arriving at Baxter Springs on the Sabbath, the next found
he Indians in cpiartcrs of their own con truction .
.At A«r•11t Jone ' de ir , I respectfull,y urge that land be purchased of tbo hawoee·.
mthc:r than o~· th Quapaw , for tile Modocs, tlrns securing great advantaO'e a t,,,
location, r11ia1tty of land, proximity to school , and greater impul e to work Ao-ent
.Jone fra11ug that tb lazy habits of the Quapaws wonld seriou ly influence the )1odc!c·:. If tb honorable 'ommi ion r of Indian Affairs would approve of the purcba.~
of land from th , 'hawn e and o inform them there is but little doubt of their cheerful ·on~ nt, an<l p rhap they would adopt the l\loclocs, which might be better til_l.
I_ a_1-rn· cl, I! ort 1IcPh •r, on. Tov mber 13; left even ing of the Uth with India_n -.
arnvrng at Ifa.· trr , pring , Kamm , on the 16th; l.Jcld tl.J. m, exc pting the workm!!
11art on' w · k a that plac .
nth ·a~ in th olcl hot 1-bniltling used for them at Baxter, I found them uniformly ol! d1 nt, r acly t work, ch dul in compliance with police r gulation ea h
d. Y Jiro,:mg. OY r and ove_r a(J' in that b
Modoc 011ly r quire j1tst treatment e. cut <1 mth J1rmn .. · and krncln •. , to mak th m a inO'nlarly r liable peopl .
I have tb b nor to b " ry re pectfully, your olJe<licut ervant,
M. '. WILKI T .l
. . A., U. . ~Jedal Commis1Jio11 r.
Hon. ::. P.. ':\TITH,
Co111111iH11io11cr of lndia11 .Jffain1, Tra1Jlti11gio11, D. C.
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D.
REPORI' OF THE COMMISSION TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE
UTE TRIBE OF IND I.A.NS.
PITTSBURGH, October 15, 1873.
Srn. : As chairman and acting member of th~ commissi~n to ";e~otiate with_ the Ute
Indians I have the honor to make the foUowmg report m add1t10n to the bnef telegram s;nt from Denver on the 2~d ultimo, and to transmit herewith the original of the
agreement made with them.
.
.
.
..
A duplicate of the contract was lefb with Ouray, the head chief, to receive add1t10nal
signatures, and when signed will be taken by him to Washington.
Under the appointment of your letter of June 20, 1873, as follows:
"DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
" Washington, D. C., June 20, 1873.
"Sm: I have the honor to inform you that I deem it advisable to renew negotiations
with the Ute Indians for the cession of a portion of their reservation lying in the southwestern part of Colorado Territory.
"To carry out this purpose I have concluded to appoint the Hon. Felix R. Brunot and
the Hon. Nathrin Bishop, members of the board of Indian commissioners, to conduct
the intended negotiations, the authority for which act ion will be found in the act of
Congress, approved April 23, 1872, "authorizing the Secretary of ~be Interior to make
certain negotiations with the Ute Indians in Colorado." (See Stat. at L., 2d sess. 42cl
Con., p. 55.)
"You will please prepare instructions for the guidance of said commissioners in the
duties hereby devolved upon them; and in doing so I suggest that yon consult the instructions delivered -to the comm_issioners last year for a similar purpose.
"'rhe commissioners herein named will be paid their necessary expenses.
"I have already notified the War Department of their contemplated appointment, ancl
have requested that Department to furnish the commissioners, through the proper officer in command, any needed transportation.
"Very respectfully, your ol>edient servant,
"C. DELANO; Secretary.
"To the COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS."
and the letter of the honorable Commissioner of Inuian Affairs, as follows:
"Dl!:PARTMENT OF

0FFICF. OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
"Washington, D. C., July 2, 1873.
"GEi\TLEMEN: An act of Congress approved April 23, 1872, (Stat. at Large, 2d sess. 42d
, Cong., p. 55,) authorizes and empowers the Secretary of the Interior 'to enter foto negotiations with the Ute Indians in Colorado Territory for the extinguishment of their
right to the southern part of a certain reservation made in pursuance of a treaty concluded March 2, 1868, situate in the southwest portion of the said Territory of Colorado,
and report his proceedings under this act of Congress for its consideration. The expense of such negotiation to be paid by the United States, and to be hereafter appropriated.'
"Pursuant to the provisions of the foregoing act, and in compliance with the directions of the bonorable Secretary of the Interior, contained in his letter addressed to
this office July 1, 1872, a commission was appointed, consisting of Governor Edward
M. McCook, of Colorado; John D. Lang, of Maine; and John McDonald, of Missouri, to
visit said Indians and hold a council with them for the purpose indicated. A copy of
their report is inclosed h ere with, from which you will observe that the neo-otiations
failed through the influence of outside parties who had prejndiced the miids of the
Indians to defeat the object of the commission.
"Recent advices, however, received at this office from Agent Adams, indicate a more
favorable disposition on the part of the Indians, and have determined the honorable
Secretary of the Interior to send out a new commission, ancl he has accordingly designated you as such commission by his letter add'.ressed to this Office under date of the
20th ultimo.
"You will therefore proceed to the Los Pinos agency and fix·a time and place for holding the new council. Agents Charles Adams at the Los Pinos agency, and J. S. Littlefield at the White River agency have been notified of your appointment and directed
to afford yon all the assistance in their power in order to secure a full attendance of the
~i1forent bands of Utes interested in the negotiations. Agent Adams has also been
rnstructed to provide the necessary subsistence for the Indians during the council.
The acting a.gent :it the Abiquiu agency in ew Mexico bas also been instructed in the
premises.
THE
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"The objects of your negotiations may be more specifically defined, for your information and rrnidance, as follows :
"1. The re ervation of the Utes referred to in the act of Congress is unnece arily
large, comprising within its limit u pwarcl of fourteen millions of acres of the best agricultural and mineral lands in Colorado.
"2. The number of Indians occupying the same is comparatively small, not exceedin(J',
according to the most reliable data obtainable, more than four or five thousand soul ~.
'' 3. The people of Colorado are anxious to have that portion of the reserve not needed
for Indian purposes thrown open to entry and settlement as public lands of the United
tates, in onler that the agricnltural and mineral resources thereof may be more
thoroughly and rapidly deYeloped.
"It was with these objects in view, arnl with the hope of their early accomplishment,
that Congre s afforded the aforemen ti on eel legislation; and yon are therefore instructed,
in conducting yo11r negotiations with the Utes, to use your most earnest endeavors to induce them to relinquish to the United States the southern portion of their reservation as
at present constituted, to em brace, if possible, the tract lying betw.'len the south boundary
thereof and the thirty-eighth degree of north latitude.
·
"Any arrangement or agreeJUent entered into with the Indians must have the assent
and concurrence of at least a majority of each and every band participating in the council; otherwise it will be futile in its results.
·
"Some of the provisions of the treaty of 1868 with those Indians cannot be carried out,
for the reason that several of the bands claimed to have ueeu parties thereto deny
any connection with the making of the treat,y, and refuse to be governed by its stipulations. To avoid this difficulty in the future every- effort should be made and every
reasonable inducement held out to the Indians to secure unanimity on their part of
approval of any agreement that may be made.
'' In conducting your negotiations for the cession of a portion of the reservation to the
nited States weight should be given to two considerations, viz, the actual value of
the lauds ceded, and foe necessities of the Indians.
"'l'he agreement entered into shoulcl clearly describe the portion of the reservation
ceded and the consideration to be paid therefor, expressed in such form as to admit of
the largest discretion being exercised by the Department in relation to the manner of
inve ting or expending such con ideration for the welfare of the Indians.
"You will endeavor to thoronghly impress upon their minds the fact that any agreement thus entered into will be lnncling only upon its ratification by Congress.
'' I incloso h erewith a copy of the treaty of 1868, by the terms of which said reservation was create<1.
"Yon will submit a detailed report •of your action in the premises, together with
snch r commendations upon the subject as you may deem fit and proper.
"The \Var Departmeut has been notified of your appointment and requested to furnish yon, throurrh the proper officers in command, any needed transportation.
'' Yon will bo allowed yonr necessary expenses while cngageu upon this duty.
"Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
"EDW. P. SMITH,
" Commissioner.
"Hon. F1-:r.L' R. B1rn~oT,
"l'l'eside11t Board Inclian Commissionel's, Cheyenne, Tryo,
"Hon. r'AT!lAX Br.,,noP,
"Bocml I11dicm Cu,nmissiunel'B, New Yorlc City."
I w nt
p nv r, n _ronte to the Los Pinos Ute agency, as soou as my duties a~ a
mrml, •rot the comunssion to t.reat with tho Crow tribe of Indians were completed.
A lJ •nv :r I learn d that Hon. athan Bishop, my colleague, would not be a,ble to join
m •
WJUO' tc? th unavoidable d tention at the Crow agency, the time appointed for
th l te ·ou_uc1l hacl pa. s ·<1, and further delay seem eel ioexpedient. I therefore "°en
n to Lo. P~n~>!i _as oou a pos ibl , accompanied only by Mr. Thomas K. Cree, secretary
arnl Dr. ,J: I l111l1p. , wh ~iad beru ngagecl as pn.llish interpreter.
\Y an1 v l at Lo. P1 nos on the 6th of eptem ber goin ir via South Park ail(1 th
~n~bo l'a'- • Tho De_parlm nt l •tt r informing rue that t1ansportation for the commi.· 1 n wonlcl lw p~ov1Cled at .Fort Garland, was only received on arrival at Lo Pin nray th lwad ·b· f, tho principal chiefs of tbo seven band of Ute , and a large nun·
b r of tbr p opl wrrn ·ncamp cl in Lh vicinity of the aO' ncy ancl the council w a ·mhl1·1lop themorni_ngoftheGtb . Mr.JohnLawrence~ctcd'as pani hint rprel ,
. . Ir ..Jami·: ~ ull. ·rton h •n~ al o pre. nt at the r <Jue t of Ouray. It soon became app
r •n that th
t •, hacl n11apprchendecl the wish s of tbo Government and were mi
t kl!ll _in_ r • •~ucl to th~ir own int rest . They had reccivetl the impr~s ion that
co111m1 1011 wi appo11~t ._,1 to purcha . .o from tbem only the mines already di co\"e
an l th 1: th w1•r' will mg to ·ell ~9'L h the right of way by one road tor ach th
11~, Y al. o ·la1111Nl that th i com nu · ion r who made with them the treaty of 1~ '
11o111t 11 ont th 'o ·hitopa )fountain. a. the eastern line of their re ervation hnt th
110 v tll(' un- ·yor . aid th' line was t,rcl vo miles we t of the agency building in t
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of the same distance east of the agency, as bad been pro_mised at the treaty-. They also
claimed that the commissioners told them the southern hue of the reservat10n was upon
the hio-hland south of the San Juan River, but that now surveyors had marked a line
(the sgutbern line of Colorado) north of the river which they were told was the limit
of their reservation. Both of these lines they desired to have re-instated. in the proposed sub-treaty. The Muaches ll.,nd Cap~tes wa1;1ted to have their ag~ncy continued
at Cimarron, in New Mexico, and to make its contmuance there a cond1t1on of even the
Rale they proposed. None of them were willing to sell any part of the agricultural
lands of the reservation.
Believing that to purchase the existing mines only, would but postpone for a few
months the apprehended collision between the whites and. the Indians, and, consequently, be of little benefit either to them or to the Government, I declined to enter
into such negotiations.
Having no authority ou the suhject of the lines of the reservation, that qnestion was
withdrawn from the council by the promise that the chiefs should visit Washington to
make their representations to the Government in person.
The New Mexico Utes were told that their agency would be removed, but that I
would not say that it should be done at once, and they could send a delegation to
,vashington to state their case to the President, and if the President thought it best to
do so, be would perhaps allow them to remain longer at Cimarron.
The council continued four days, with two days intervening. Such arguments were
used as seemed proper to lead the minds of the Indians to an understanding of the
importance of an early adjustment of the differences between the people of Colorado
and themselves, the fairness of the proposition made on the part of the Government,
and its accordance with their own best interests. No presents were given to influence
them, and no promises were made other than those mentioned in this report and such
as are named in the agreement. Every part of the articles of agreement was carefully
explained, and seemed to be fully discussed and understood by all the Indians.
After I had left the agency, Ooray dictated a letter expressing his satisfaction with
tbe result.
To satisfy some of the Weeminuche band, who feared that their agricultural and
grazing land on the San Miguel might be included within the lines of the ceded country,
Messrs. Cree, Adams, and Dolan, accompanied by six of the cbiefs, went through the
mountain.'3, occupying a week in the journey. It will be seen hy examining the boundaries of the country ceded that H does not include the agricultural and grass lands in
the southern part of the reservation. A portion of the Utes have always lived in New
Mexico; to remove them to the comparatively inhospitable climate of the higher latitude
and greater altitude of the northern part of the reservation would be uujust, and a
needless cruelty.
In conclusion, I respectfully make the following recommendations:
1st. That to prevent intrusion of settlers or herders upon the agency, until such time
as it shall be removed to the Gunnison River or elsewhere-a tract of land extendinO'
from the Cochitopa Mountains on the east to a line six: miles west of the agency builu~
ings, and iu width, from north to south, twelve rniles-t,he agency buildings being in
the center-be added to the Ute reservation.
2d. That the action of Congress upon the contract be solicited as early as possible,
and tha.t, until such action can be had, no persons other than the miners shall be
permittec}. to go upon the Ute reservation as it now exists.
3d. _T~at should Congress ratify the c_ontract, the_ lines should at once be surveyed
and d1strnctly marked, so that both wh1tes and Indians ma,y know them, and tha,t iu
any case, special measures should be adopted to prevent the eucroachmeut of whites
upon the unceded portions of' the reservation.
I respectfully submit herewith:
1st The contract with the Ute. Indians in Colorado, which cedes to the United States
a portion of their reservation.
2d. Letter of Ouray, bead chief of the Utes, and letter inclosing a copy of the same
to the Governor of Colorado.
3d. Narrative of the proceedings of the commission by T. K. Cree, secretary.
4th. Minutes of the council with the Utes.
5th I?terview with Ouray at Cheyenne.
.·
I de ·ire to express the utmost confidence in the friendly disposition of the Ute Indians, ancl commend their h ead chief, Ouray, for his devotion to both the interests of the
Government and of his people. .
To
K. Cree, secretary; _Charles Adams, agent at Los Pinos; Thomas Dolan, agent
from Cimarron, and to the mterpreten;, my thanks are due for the most cordial and
efficient co-operation.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FELIX R. BURNOT,
Special Commissioner.
Hon. C. DELANO,
Sec1'etary of the lnte1'io1·.
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Los Prnos A.GE~CY,

Septembet 13, 1 73.
DEAR rn: You have been to see ns, and we have bad a good time. We want you
should tell Governor Elbert and the people in the Territory that we are well plea ed
and perfectli)" satisfied with everything that bas been done. Perhaps some of the people will not like it because we did not wish to sell some of our valleys and farmingland. We think we had good reasons for not doing so. We expect to occupy it
ourselves before long for farming and stock-raising. A.bout eighty of our tribe are
raising corn and wheat now, and we know not how soon we shall all have to depend on
our elves for our bread. We do not want to sell our valley and farming-land for another
reason. We know if we should the w bites would go ou it right off, build their cabin ,
drive in their stock, which would of course stray on our lands, and then the whites
themselves would crowd upon us till there would be trouble.
We have many friends among the people of this Territory, and want to live at peace
and on good terms with them, and we feel it would be better for all parties for a
mountain-range to be between us. We are perfectly willing to sell our mountainland, and hope the miners will :find heaps of gold and silver; and we have no wi h
to molest them or make them any trouble. We do not want they should go down
into our valleys, however, and kill or scare away our game.
We expect there wi11 be much talk among the people and in the papers about
what we have done, and we hope you will let the people know how we feel about it.
Truly your friend,
OURAY.
Mr BRUNOT.

This letter was forwarded to the governor of the Territory, with the following letter,
both of which were published by tbe Territorial pres~:
"MANITOU, COL.,

Septernbe1· 18, 1873.

"DEAR Sm: I left tlie Los Pinos agency on Saturday the 13th instant, stopping over
Sunday at aguacbe. On Monday morning I received a letter dictated by Ouray, the
bead chief of t.be Utes, after my departure, in which be requests rue to communicate
certain things to the governor and people of Colorado.
"I r grct that pressing engagements prevent me from remaining in Denver long
enonO'h to confer with you in person on the subject.
"I inclo ea copy of the letter ancl suggest its publication.
"The desire of tho Utes to retain the agricultural portion of their country seems
rea onable, and tbe friendly feelings expressed by Ouray toward the miners and the
p ple of Colorado I have reason to believe, are shared not only by all the Utes who
were pre ent at the council, but by the whole tribe. I sincerely hope this friendly
fe ling will be reciprocated by the whites, and that the sensational reports of 'threatened outbreaks of the Utes' will cease, or will be treated by the authorities, and all
good citiz n , with the contempt and discredit they deserve.
"Tllo late negotiations were sunounded by many embarrassments, but I am happy
to tate that, notwithstanding these, a result bas been reacliecl which is beneficial
1,oth t th Territorv of Colorado and to the Indians. A. contract has been made for
th c ion to the· nited tat s of all the mountain-country s1;1pposec1 to contain
m tal. embraced in an area of over 60 by 100 miles.
"Tb _ncompagre Park, the Gunnison and San Miguel Rivers, and the agricultural.
and_ grazing lands on the ·outh end of the present reservation are reserved to the
In<11an , th latter being intended for the future occupancy of the Muache, Capote,
au<l oth r t . n w in ew Mexico.
" Th omn?i· . ion of la t ummer, after failing in its object, proposed to the 'Gte
to 11 th m_1n ,' an~l they, upposing thi to mean only the mine already di covered
and w_or~ d, 1t wa. difficult for many of the Indians to comprehend why the pre ent
c mm1 :ion would not on nt to u gotiate for the e alone.
'· V •ry r . p ctfully, yonr obedient servant,
"FELIX R BRUNOT,

'

o,·. , . TT.

'' .Special Com111issio11c:r.

Er,111-:RT,

' JJc1, 1· r 'ity

'olo. '

AR'fl LE
1 ticlc

OF

' ... ' VE ... 'TIO ... • 1

of a ·onv •n tion rna,1 and ent r c1 into at the Los Pino. aO'enc:v- for the- l.;t
lntlinu : on th e 1:3th cl ay of , 'ept rub ·r, lo7:3, by and between Felix R:Bnrnot 1 com-
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missioner in behalf of the United States, and the chiefs, head-men, and men of tho
Tabequache, Muache, Capote, Weeminuche, Yampa, Grand River, ancl Uintah bands
of Ute Indians, witnesseth: That whereas a treaty was made with the confederated
band of the Ute nation, on the second day of March, A. D.1868, and proclaimed by the
President of the United States on the sixth day of November, 1868, the second article
of which defines by certain lines the limits of a reservation to be owned and occupied
by the Ute Indians; and whereas, by act of Congress approved April 23, 1872, the
Secretary of the Interior was "authorized and empowered to enter into negotiations
with the Ute Indians in Colorado for the extinguishment of their right" to a certain
portion -of said reservation, and a commission was appointed on the 1st clay of July,
1872, fo conduct said negotiations; and whereas, said negotiation having failed, owing
to the refusal of said Indians to relinquish their right to any portion of said reservation,
a new commission was appointed by the Secretary of the Interior by letter of June 2,
1873, to conduct said negoti atiou :
Now, therefore, Felix R. Brunot, commissioner in behalf of the United States, and
the chiefs and people of the Tabequache, Mnacbe, Capote, ·w eerninuche, Yampa, and
Grand River, and Uintah, the confederated bands of the Ute nation, do enter into the
following ag.reement:
ARTICLE

J.

The confederated bands of the Ute nation hereby relinquish to the United States all
right, title, interest, and claim in and to the following-described portion of the reservation heretofore conveyed to them by the United States, viz: Beginning at a point on
the eastern boundary of said reservation fifteen miles due north from the southern
boundary of the Territory of Colorado, and running thence west on a line parallel
with the said southern boundary to a point on said line twenty miles due east of the
western boundary of Colorado Territory; thence north by a line parallel with the said
western boundary to a point ten miles north of the point where said line intersects
the thirty-eighth parallel of north latitude; thence east to the eastern boundary of the
reservation; and thence south along said boundary to the place of beginning: Provided,
That if any part of the Uncompagre Park shall be found to extend south of the north
line of said described country, the same is not intended to be included therein, and is
hereby reserved and retained as a porti9n of the Ute reservation.
ARTICLE

II.

The United States shall permit the Ute Indians to hunt upon said lands so long as
the game lasts, and the Indians are at peace with the white people.
ARTICLE

III.

The United States agree to set apart and hold as a perpetual trust for the Ute Indians
a sum of money1 or its equivalent in bonds, which shall be ~ufficient to produce the
sum of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) per annum, which sum of twenty-five
thousand dollars per annum shall be disbursed or invested at the discretion of the
President, or as be may direct, for the use and benefit of the Ute Indians annually
forever.
ARTICLE

IV.

The United State~ a~ree, so soon as ~be President may deem it necessary or expedient,
to erect prnper bmldrngs and establish an agency for the Weem inuche Muache and
Capote bands of Ute Indians, at some imitable point to be hereafter s~lected o~ the
southern part of the Ute reservation .
ARTICLE

V.

. All the provisions of th~ treaty of 1868, not altered by this agreement, shall continue
m force; and the followrng words from Article II of said treaty, viz : '' The United:
States now solemnly agree that no person except those herein authorized to do so, and
except such officers, agents, and employcs of the Government as may be authorized to
enter. upon Indian reservations in discharge of duties enjoined by law, shall ever be
permitted to pass over, settle upon, or reside in the territory" described in the article
"except as herein otherwise provided," are hereby expressly r e-affi rmed, except so
as they applied to the country herein relinqnishecl.
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ARTICLE VI.

In consideration of the services of Ouray, bead chief of the Ute Nation, be shall
r eceive a salary of one thousand dollars per annum for the lierrn of ten years, or o
long a he shall remain head chief of the Utes and at peace with the United States.
ARTICLE VII.
This agreement is subject to ratification or rejection by the Congress of the United
Stites aud the President.
FELIX R. BRUNOT, [ SEAL.]
Cornmissioner.
Attest: TrrOMAS K. CREE,
Sec1'etary.
JA;-.rn

PruLLIPS,

M. D.,

J OIIN LA WHENCE,

Interp1·eters.
Ouray, his x mark, principal chief.
apivaneri, his x mark, chief of Tabequaches.
Guero, his x mark, chief of Tabegnaches.
Cbavanaux, bis x mark, chief of Tabequaches.
To-sah, his x mark, chief of Tabequaches.
Chavis, his x mark, chief of Capotes.
Coronea, his x mark, chief of Capotes.
Kucbumpias, his x mark, chief of Capotes.
Topaaz, his x mark, chief of Weeminuches.
Maatchick, his x mark, chief of Muaches.
Tavana erika, his x mark, Weeminuche warrior.
Vicente, his x mark, Muache warrior.
Peocb, his x mark, Capote warrior.
Acavut, bis x mark, Capote warrior.
, ium, bi, x mark, Tabequacbe warrior.
Pa iz, his x mark, Weeminuche warrior.
Jo ·6 Maria, bis x mark, chief of Muaches.
Ancato. h, his x mark, chief of Muaches .
•Jnan, his x mark, chief of Muaclies.
John, his x mark, Muache, (son of Kaneatchc.)
Chavez, his x mark, chief of Tabequacbes.
'urecaute, his x mark, chief of Muaches.
Parisio, his x mark, Mnache warrior.
Yanko, bis x mark, chief of Grand River Utes.
Qnatunuc11tz, his x mark, Capote ,varrior.
McCook, bis x mark, Tabcqnacbe warrior.
Buffalo, his x mark, Tabequache warrior.
]>aziuts, his x mark, Capote warrior.
Yalnpc, bis x mark, Muache warrior.
,Jnau Antonio, his x mark, Muache warrior.
Kiko, his x mark, Capote warrior.
, · paya, bis x mark, Tabcoua-cbe warrior.
''atcbnva, bi X mark, w e minucbe warrior.
Ar z, hi , x mark, Tabeqnach warrior.
l'a.·<1nah ~i ~· mark, Yampah warrior.
Brunot. ht x mnrk, Tauegnache warrior.
Ar p, h1 .• • mark, \Vecminuche warrior.
'orntz, hi. x mark, fnache warrior.
T ram up, hi. . mark, Mnacb warrior.
Acom~nnp, bi .. x mark, apote warrior.
' ::d nngt n, ht x mark, bi f of Capotes.
I' ro, hi. X nlc rk, ,ve minnch warrior.
l'azio, l.li .• mark, 'apote warrior.
,Jon ,jo bi x mark, 'apoto warrior.
Aznmpi z, bi · mark, 'apote warrior.
A!lt ]op , h\ x mark, Tab f]llachc warrior.
1~111llar, ht . •· mark, hi f of lnaches.
Alamon, hi · .· mark chi f of Ina.ch .
'ocho, hi· x l!tark, ·bi f of Tabeqnacbc ..
ln· nu ·ntz, ht x mark, Tabe,1uache warrior.
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Tesaquent, his x mark, Muache warrior:
Tavaune, his x mark, Tabequac4e warr10r. .
Muus, his x mark. Muacbe warrior.
Patchnvuutz, ]Ji., x mark, Tabequache warrior.
Ochos Blancos, his x mark, Muache warrior.
Kiratz, his x mark, Tabequache warrior.
\Vapauas, bis x mark, Tabequache warrior.
Martine, bis x mark, Muache warrior.
Manuel, his x mark, Muache warrior.
Samora, his x mark, Muache subchief.
Penaritz, his x mark, Tabequache warrior.
w·aiazitz, bis x mark, Taqequache warrior.
Josie Rapier, his x mark, Muache warrior.
Tesaquitz, bis x mark, Muache warrior.
Taos, his x mark, Muache warrior.
Cuchatoaz, his x mark, Tabequache warrior.
Wauazitziaskitz, his x mark, Tabequache warrior.
, Kewukpo, bis x mark, Mnache warrior.
Christiano, his x mark, Muache warrior.
Anacksiz, his x mark, Tabequache warrior.
Sapuutz, his x mark, Tabequache warrior.
Japarka, his x mark, Tabequache wanior.
Waukoro, his x mark, Tabeqnache warrior.
Beture, his x mark, Tabeqnache warrior.
Cimarron, bis x mark, Muache warrior.
vVanuponika, his x mark, Tabequacbe warrior.
Lovo, his x mark, chief of Tabequaches.
Colorado, bis x mark, chief of Tabequaches.
Cabresa Negro, bis x mark, Muacbe warrior.
Wentz, his x mark, Tabequacbe warrior.
Trueba, his x rnark, Tabequacbe warrior.
Ator, bis x mark, 'l'abequacbe warrior.
Sapitoawick, bis x mark, Tabequacbe warrior.
Joe, hifl x mark, Muacbe warrior.
Tug, his x mark, Tabequacbe wa.rrior.
Nehantro, his x mark, Tabequacbe warrior.
Juan Martine, his x mark, Muacbe subchief.
Ripis, bis x mark, Muache warrior.
Zigah, his x mark, Tabequache warrior.
Wetoyora, bis x mark, Tabeqnache warrior.
Kamoev, his x mark, Tabequachl:l warrior.
Avoa, bis x mark, Tabequache warrior.
Sbavanakoviut, his mark, Tabequacbe warrior.
Zanovarap, his x mark, Tabequache wrrrior.
Noawakit, his x mark, Tabequache warrior.
Zariwap, his x mark, Tabequacbe warrior.
Ucanar, his x mark, Tabequache warrior.
Comanche, his x mark, Tabequacbe warrior.
Otois, bis x mark, Tabequache warrior.
Katznpin, his -x: mark, Tabequache warrior.
Tamawitchi, his x mark, Tabequache warrior.
Kutzaporutz, his x mark, Tabequache warrior.
Wais, his x mark, Tabequacbe warrior.
Sepeis, his x mark, Muacbe warrior.
Waponikatz, his x mark, Tabequache warrior.
Zaparitzas, his x mark, Tabeq_uache warrior.
Kutza Comanche, Tabequn.che warrior.
Nijeatz, his x mark, Tabequache warrior.
Izazab, his x mark, Tabequache.
Charley, bis x mark, Tabequache.
Apantoa, his x mark, Tabequacbe.
Natnao, his x mark, Tabequache.
Aka, bis x mark, Tabequache.
Tamajo, his x mark, Tabequache.
Koapuitz, his x mark, Tabequache.
Onarupe, his x mark, Tabequache.
Ziab, his x mark, Tabequache.
Guatanar, his x mark, Tabequache.
Poeriika, his x mark, Tabequache.
Akaiock, his x mark, Tabequache.

457

458

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY O:P THE INTERIOR.
Regi , lJis x mark, Tabequaclie.
Poevis, his x mark, Tabeq uache.
PoYociat, bis x mark, Tauequache.
TabeguaclJeut, his x mark, Tabequacbe.
Urso, his x mark, Tabequache.
Kerenomes, his x mark, Tabequacbe.
Acatewicb, his x mark, Tabequacbe.
Ancatara, his x mark, Tabequache.
Bapter, his x mark, Tabequache.
AtzcaYi, bis x mark, Tabequache.
Atzu, his x mark, Tabequacbe.
P auais, his x mark, Tabeqnache.
Capotavet, his x mark, Tabequache .

. We, th e undersigned, were present at the signing of tbe articles of agreement with
the Ute Indians, and are hereby witnesses to their marks.
THOMAS K. CREE,
Secretary Special Ute Cornmission.

CHARLES ADAMS,
United States lnclian Agent.

OTTO MEARS.
THOMAS A. DOLAN,
STEPHEN A. DOLE.
Kamuck, bis x mark.
Liok, his x mark, Muache.
Teputzeit, his x mark.
Lupuget, his x mark.
Ponitz, his x mark.
Lagavavuner, his x mark.
vVaziap, his x mark.
Povva, bis x mark.
Tamserik, his x mark.
Moupitiz, his x mark.
Acavit, his x mark.
Larewich , his x mark.
Uncanante, his x mark, chief of Uncompagre-Tabequacbe.
Wap-sop, his x mark, of Uncompagre-Tabequaclle.
Paganachuckchuck, bis mark, C. Tabequache.
No-art, his x mark, Tabequache.
Kane-atcbe, hiH x mark, chief of Muacbe.
To-mo-aset, his x mark, Mnacbc.
One-a-ra-nicb, his x mark, Muacbe.
Siarcb-a-kitz, his x mark, Tabequacbe.
o-a-miugen-qua-a-boa,, his x mark, Tabcquacbe.
To-sa-set-to-be-qua, his x mark, Tabequache.
We-sue, bis x mark, Tabequache.
T -sen-par-kin-a-quet, bis x mark, Tabequache.
Tuc-a-wa-be-quet, bis x mark, Tabequacbe.
, ab-acb-cboue, his x mark, Tn,bequache.
lCa-ton-a-wac, his x mark, Tab quachc.
M v -ga-ritz, bis x mark, Tabequacbe.
Tup-a-so-a, his x mark, Tabequacbe.
, 'o-wa-wick, bis x mark, Tabequache.
for-a-to, bi x mark, 'l'abequache.
al-ma cuch, his x mark, Tabequache.
Tu-np- -na-ritz, his x mark, Tttbequacbe.
fa-v -t , his x mark, Tabequache.
Ta.b re, hi. x mark, Tabequacbe.
Po-ka-ne-t , hi x mark, Tabequacbe.
e- r- u -it, lli x mark, Tabec1 uache.
Tn-gn-op, bi x mark, Tab quacbe.
ap1 , bi .- mar]-, Tabequache.
P -wa-ra, his x mark, chief of \V emiuuches.
\Va h-cup, bis x mark, \V minuch .
na- u-acb, hi x mark, W eminuch s.
'a-Y - · n-a b, bi x mark,\ eminucbe. .
1 r-ca-p - acb, bi x mark,\: eminucbcs.
A-wa-re• tz, bi x mark, \Y eminucbe .
• -ta-<111-0 -am, hi x mark, \Ve minuchcs.
• n- -nrtz, bi x mark, \Y eminuche .
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Mo-ar-ta-witz, his x mark, Weeminuches.
Wa-wa-ta-ey, bis x mark, Weeminuches.
Su-apb, his x mark, vVeeminuches subchief.
Jose-Marie, Weeminuches subcbief.
Ou-a-sent, Uncompagre-Tabequacbe.
Si-vich, Uncompagre-Tabequache.
Si-vich-arcb, Uncompagre-Tabequache.
Aua-ra-u, bis x mark, Muache.
Marromara, his x mark, Muache.
Su-er-up, bis x mark, Muache.
To-coo, his x mark, Muache.
Na-co-varts, bis x mark.
U-par-ca-ra-ritz, his x mark.
Opo-par-its, his x mark.
Ou-a-siz, his x mark, Tabequache.
Pe-ro-re, his x mark, Tabequache.
Et-o-oke, his x mark, Tabequache.
'fa-be-roner, his x mark, Tabequache.
Pah-sone, his x mark, Tabeqnache.
Te-ra-ma-tu-ke, his x mark, Taoequache.
To-si-ach, his x mark, Tabequache.
Ca-va-rnp, his x mark, Tabequache.
Tu-vah, his x mark, Tabequache.
Oue-a-zurts, his x mark, Tabeqnacbe.
Sacb-e-wee, his x mark, Tabequacbe.
Ar-racb, his x mark, Tabequache.
Ar-rup, his x mark, Tabequache.
Peach-sup, his x mark, Tabequache.
Sa-a-wip, his x mark, Tabequache.
Ou-a-curitz, his x mark, Tabequac1e.
Ava-su-ip, his x mark, 'fabequacbe.
Na-na-witz, his x mark, Tabequache.
Wa-ri-ti-zi, his x mark, Tabequache.
Le-ap-ou-an-en, his x mark, Tabequache.
Wap-pah-pi, his x mark, Tabequache.
vVe-na-quts, his x mark, Tabequacbe.
No-acb-a-itz, his x mark, Tabequache.
Con-a-ra-kuch, his x mark, Tabeqnache.
So-va-ner, bis x mark, Tabequacbe.
Oui-nach-e-vi-ach, his x mark, Tabequache.
Archue, his x mark, Tabequache.
Armacos, his x mark, Tabequache.
Oa-ra-ech, liis x mark, Tabequache.
Cap-chu-ma-cbar-kitz, his x mark, Tabequache.
Ki-itz, his x mark, Tabequache.
Per-e-que, bis x mark, Tabequacbe.
U-ch-ca-mir, Lis x mark, Tabequache.
U-ch-ca-poo-ritz, his x mark, Tabequache.
Uch-a-litb, his x mark, Tabequache.
To-ko-mantz, his x mark, Tabequache, subchief.
Ko-chup-a-sitz, his x mark, Ta,bequacbe, subchief.
Ar-ca-va-requa, his x mark, Tabequache, subchief.
We-ga-va-requa, his x mark, Tabequacbe, subchief.
Sha-va-qua-to-ark, his x mark, Tabequache, subchief.
We-ga-va, bis x mark, Tabequacbe, subchief.
Sea-rach, his x mark, Tabequache, subchief.
So-o-mo-qnitz, his x mark, Ta,b equacbe, subchief.
Pearcb, his x mark, Tabequache, subchief.
Co-pab-rum. bis x mark, Tabequache, subchief.
'far-tach, bis x mark, Tabequache, subchief.
Woh-cbich-a-ark, his x mark, Tabequache, subcbief.
Gueco-mu-cbick, his x mark, Tabequache, subchief.
Ar-pa-cbitz, his x mark, Tabequache, subchief.
Yer-putz, his x mark, 'rabequache.
Un-no-wart, his x mark.
Sute-qu-ertz, bis x mark, Tabequache, subchief.
Pas-ques, his x mark, Tabeq uache, subchief.
Jose-Raphael, bis x mark, 1'abequache, subchief.
Raphael, his x mark, TabequachA, snbchief.
Spur-ce, his x mark, Tabequache, subchief.
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Ta-r-ab-wah, his x mark, Tabequache, subcbief.
Ka-qua-ualJ, his x mark, Tabequache, su~chief.
Oe-bo-atz, his x mark, Tabequache, suuch1ef.
Aca-une, bis x mark, Tabequache, subchief.

We the undersirrned, were present at the signing of the articles or agreement with
the Ute Indians, a~d are hereby witnesses to their marks.
THOMAS K. CREE,
Secrefctry Spe<Yial Ute Commission.
CHARLES ADAMS,
Unitecl States Indian Agent.
OTTO MEARS.
THOMAS A. DOLAN.
STEPHEN A DOLE.
Carwarnco, bis x mark.
Obatah, his x mark.
Martine, bis x mark.
Jose, bis x mark.
Nacosebu, his x mark.
Canhear, bis x mark.
Mopucb, bis x mark.
\Varwadab, his x mark.
Yahtanab, his x mark.
Mocatacber bis x mark.
Cenponougb, bis x mark.
Coucbewatak, bis x mark.
Tabpowata, bis x mark.
Pnu-go-se, bis x mark.
Sevaro, his x mark.
Torreon, bis x mark.
Ignaceo, his x mark.
Juan-Ancho, bis x mark.
Cuna pecbe, his x mark.
Powincba, his x mark.
Towiar, bis x mark.
Cabazon, bis x mark.
Waehoup, bis x mark.
Arvaocb, bis x mark.
Otocora, J1is x mark.
Pecquougb, his x mark.
Ouiceager, his x mark.
Ojos-blancos, bis x mark.
Muecete, bis x mark.
Caehapuro, his x mark.
Navacartia, his x mark.
Maroon, bis x mark.
'arvoweava, his x mark.
Caeeta, bis x mark.
Ouaveroeb, bis x mark.
1 valho, bis x mark.
P toboun, bis x mark.
Weeba, bis x mark.
wopia, his x mark.
Qnincb, his x mark.
v to, hi x mark.
Y aneer, Lis x mark.
'ar wicb, bi x mark.
, ra-bu-tom, his x mark.
th

,v ,the U? :1 r igned, were present at the signing of the
tc fod1au , and are hereby witnesses to their marks.

articles of agreement with
THOMAS A. DOLA1 .
T. D. BR

.

M. V. STEVE
.i.

~

.

·al'rntirc of the proceedings of the Commission to negotiate with the Ute Inclians in Colorail ·

11 At t~w. ?ncln i n of the ~ucce sful negotiation with the Crow Indian , in fontana
u.
h. l • Brunot, peC1al commissioner to negotiate with the Ute Indian , accom-
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panied by Thomas K. Cree, as secretary, arrived at Cheyenne, Wyo,., August; 25.
We were here met by James Phillips, M. D., of Washington, who had been engaged as
Spanish interpreter.
We bad expected to be met at this place by some employe of the central superintendency, having in charge" Friday," the son of Ouray, head chief of the Ute Indians,
who has. been a captive among the Arapahoes for some ten years. The importance of his
return to the tribe by the commission at this time is shown by the accompanying report of the interview with Ouray, at Cheyenne, which bad been fowarded by us to the
Interior Department, under date of June 24th. Instructions had been sent by the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs "to spare no trouble or reasonable expense in securing
the young man," and we had requested by letter that he be held in readiness to sen,d
to Denver early in August. We learned on arriving there, August 27, that the agent
of the Arapahoes had started from the Arapahoe camp on the 18th of August, expecting
to reach Fort Scott, the , nearest railroad station, on the 26th. vVe waited till the 1st
. of September, when, receiving no further intelligence in regard to him, we started for
the Ute agency, at Los Pinos.
After a drive of two hundred miles we reached the agency, on the evening of the 5th
of September.
It had been contemplated to bold the council about the 20th of August, and instructions had been sent to the agents at White River and Denver and the superintendent
in New Mexico to have the Indians from the several Ute agencies assemble at Los
Pinos prior to that date, but the negotiations with the Crow Indians having been
more protracted than we had anticipated, the Indians were detained some three weeks
waiting for us.
On our arrival we found about one thousand Indians at the agency, including all the
representative men of the Ta-be-quache band, all the Muache and Capote bands, in
charge of Thomas Dolan, subagent at Cimarron, seven representatives of the Weeminuche, and one each from the Denver and White River bands.
From information received prior to reaching the agency, we were led to suppose the
negotiations would be attended with but little serious difficulty, but on arriving we
found little to encourage us in hoping for a successful termination.
We found the Indians had been much dissatisfied at our lon g delay. The telegram
changing the date of the council, and accounting for our non-arrival, having failed to
reach the agency.
Ouray was greatly disappointed at the failure to bring his son Friday with us. He
had said in the interview at Cheyenne, "The Government is strong enough to get my
boy if it wished to do so, and if it shows an interest in me, and a desire to do what I
wish, I will do what I can in carrying out the wishes of the Government in regard to
the negotiations."
We met one surveying party, acting under the authority of the surveyor-general of
the 1'erritory, ·s ectionizing for settlement the country within a short distance of the
agency buildings, on which the Indians were camped waiting for the council, and
which the Indians claim is a portion of their reservation.
A military surveying party, acting under instruction from the military authorities
of the Department, had been engaged in surveying and making observations upon the
reservation, much to the annoyance of the Indians, who could not understand the
object of such survey. The officer in charge had informed the Indians that the eastern
line of their reservation was some twenty miles west of the Cochitopa range, which
they have al ways claimed as their eastern boundary, and that the agency buildings
(which at the time 'of their location were supposed to be upon the reservation) were
some twelve miles east of the reservation line.
One division of Professor Hayden's exploring party had spent some time upon their
reservation, making surveys and taking observations, which excited the suspicions of
the Indians; and the substance of letters from the newspaper correspondents accompanying the expedition, expressing views very offensive to the Indians, was known to
them.
Parties of miners had repeatedly endeavored to pass by the agency and enter th~
reservation at places where the Indian s were not willing they should go; and some of
the miners with whom the Indians came into contact said "the Government was away
east in the States, and hacl no power in the mines; it could not protect the Indians;
and that they did not care whether they sold the mines or not, they were going to
stay."
The President had issued an order to eject the miners and other unauthorized persons from the reservation under the following article of the treaty of 1868 :
"The United tates now solemnly agree that no person except these herein authorize 1 so to do, and except such officers, agents, and employes of the Governmeut as may
be authorized to euter upon Indian reservations in discharge of duties enjoined by law,
shall ever be permitted to pass over, settle upon, or reside iu the territory described in
tbi article, except as hertin otherwise provided."
The execution of this order had been suspended; anll this gave color to the state-
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ment of the miners, and led them to believe tbat the Government would take no action
iu r gard to their presence upon the reservation if the Indians persisted in their refu al
to sell. The fact that for two years the presence of miners upon the reservation in
considerable numbers was well known, and that the frequent complaints of the Indians
were disregarded, led them to distrust the promises of the Government,
The southern boundary line of the reservation was also a considerable distance north
of tbe natural boundary line which the Indians assert was given them at the time of
the treaty of 1868; and that the mistake was not theirs is probable, from the fact that
an actual survey located in New Mexico, some distance below the northern doundary
line, towns that had been, prior to it, claimed as being in Colorado.
The annuity goods which the commission had hoped to have distributed during the
council, which bad been shipped from New York June 1, and which they bad specially
requested should be at the agency, two hundred miles from the railroad, by August 1,
had not arrived. Ten thousand dollars' worth of presents bought for distribution by
the commission of 1872, and which bad failed to reach the agency until after that commission had left, bad all been distributed, except such articles as were useless and not
valued bv the Indians.
The commission have reason to think that persons in New Mexico, whose interest it
was to retain a portion of the Utes in that Territory, and whose influence was used
against the success of the negotiation last year, endeavored to prejudice the Indians,
prior to their coming to the council, against it this year, and induced them to insist,
as a condition of any agreement made, upon provisions which it would be impossible
for the commission to concede, or, if granted, would inure to the benefit of the parties
interested.
The negotiations of 1872 bad brought prominently before the minds of the Indians
all the objections to a sale, and they failed to realize any advantage it would be to
them.
After their refusal last year to negotiate for the region sought to be purchased, the
commission asked them to sell only the mines. The Indians understood this as referring to the mines that were then actually worked, and to include none of the surroundjng country. These only they were now willing to sell. The Indians seem to have
kept their own counsel in regard to the matter, and no one knew what they proposed
to do. Mr. Adams, the agent, while inferring they were willing to make some arrangement, informed us that he did not know what they proposed to do, and was much surprised at their proposal when made in council. L etters had been received from various influential gentlemen recommending different parties as desirable ones to be present
during the council, but profiting by the experience of the council of last year, and a
knowledge of the usual manner of conducting Indian negotiat,ions, the commission had
requested that all unauthorized persons should be excluded from the agency during
the council.
The only ~uvantages we bad in the negotiation were the oft-tested friendship of the
tes for the whites and their earnest d~sire to do all that would, in their opinion, tend
to perpetuate and strengthen a reciprocal feeling by the whites for them, and the fact
that not a single white person was present during the conucil except those connected
with the commission or the agency.
The council convened on Saturday, September 6, and was continued on Monday.
The real business of the commission received but little attention on these days, as
~h Indians in i ted upon bringing up questions in which they felt a more direct
rnt r t, .uch as their eastern and southern boundary-lines, in r egard to both of which
th Y P rs1 tently asserted the Government bad not kept f1:1,ith with them. The bands
at 'I rra, Maria and Cimarron, in New Mexico, insisted upon remainino- there for the
)?I' · ent, x_pre ing, however, a willingness to come upon the reser;'ation at some
lu~nr pcnocl, when the lands they now occupy shall ue necued by the whites, and
w1 b ~ _ome pr~mi e before they would even consider the business proposed by the
omm1 ion .. With these, and othe1· outside questions, we could only assure them that
w bad not.lnn"' to do, but would carry their words to the Great J!'ather and he could
do wlrnt b thought wa right about tbem.
'
. n 1 n day, owing to the ab ence of an interpreter selected by the Indians, no coun11 was h lcl · but tbe subject was fully discussed in all its bearings by the Indian
amon tb m lve .
W dn • <la · .t110 co1;mcil ao-ain a sembled, and a cleat and explicit statement wa
ma l of th w1 ·he of the Gov rnment, and the advantages to be deri vecl by tbe Indian
from an .a c ~tance ?f ~h pr po ition of the commi ion were fully stated. The Indi~u, r. plH'cl. with?- d1 tmct counter proposition, which bad been foreshadowed in the
1n>t rnt rv1 '~ with th m, d claring th ir intentions and willino-neRs to sell only the
imn t_h n b in worked, _lliug nothing lmt the tops of the ruou;tains and includio"
non. 1 th vall y . The miner wer to builcl no house and not to m~ke the minin"
1· ·gion ~ P rmao ,n . plac of r ic1 nc ; but to come out ~ach fall returninO' again iu
1w p~11.1_g. } or t~• pnrpo e th y would permit the u e of a single road in enteri~g
,m<l l• ,n 111' th mm . Tln arrang m nt they thought, and urgecl upon the comm1 -
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sion, was in accord with the proposition of the commission of 1872, aud were mnch
surprised on being informed that their proposition could not even be entertained by
th~ preseut commission.
. .
.
.
.
. .
Thursday the proposition of the comm1ss10n was agam made m detail, g1vmg them
the boundaries of the proposed purchases, the price to be paid for it, and. manner of
payment, proposing a new agency upon the sonthe~n par_t of the res_erv~t10n _for the
sout,hern Utes, and re-affirming the treaty of 1868, rncludmg the section m which the
Government agreed to prevent the intrusion of unauthorized whites upon the reserv~tion. lt was also proposed that if this negotiation was successful a party of the Indians might visit Washington and lay before the Commissioner of Indian Affairs the subjects they bad brought up in council, and which the commission conld not decide for
them. rrhey listened to all with great attention, and earnestly discussed the subject for
several hours among themselves.
It was soon apparent that a large majority of the Indians really favored the proposition; but a small minority were very persistent in opposing it; and finding they were
not likely to reach an early conclusion the formal council was adjourned.
The Indians continued to discuss the matter fully in council among themselves.
On Friday morning many of the chiefa came expressing a willingness to sign the
paper containing the proposition made to them.
On Saturday morning, September 13, Ouray, the bead chief, and all the principal
men came and expressed their desire to sign the articles of agreement, provided, after
doing so, a delegation of chiefs, representing the various bands, should visit the country sold, and if they found it was all mountains and mining country, and contained no
farming land then the agreement should stand and be signed by the others; if not,
then the agreement wonld fail as lacking the assent of the necessary three-fourths of
the tribe.
This question with regard to the farming country , was one of tbs most serious
the commission bad to meet. It had been asserted by one of the W eeminuche delegates that some forty of the band be represented were farming upon the part which it
was proposed that they should sell, and the chiefs said, "We will soon need all the
farming land on our reservatio:n, as the time is not far distant when the Utes will have
to give up hunting, and take to farming and stock-raising as the whites do."
That they should want a large territory is not to be wondered at. It is claimed by
intelligent stock-men that it requires of avtirage Colorado land five acres to support
one sheep, and fifty acres"for a horse or cow, and every large stock-raiser in the Territory bolds to the necessity for and bis right to from five to ten thousand acres of public land as a stock-range. The Utes have already about six thousand horses and many
cattle and sheep.
The only portion of their reservation fit for farming land is along the southern
boundary, below the mountain-ranges; a strip along the San Miguel River, on the
southwestern boundary; and the Uncompagre Park, and a small portion of the Gunnison, the central part being all a mass of mountains, containing no valleys of any
size, and the western central part, as we are informed, being rocky, with the rivercourses through deep cafi.ons. The northern part is largely volcanic debris, producing
neither grass, vegetation, nor game, and lying at such an altitude as to be shut in from
intercourse with the outside world by ice and snow most of the year. Even the pres~nt agency at Los Pi nos lies at so high an altitude as to he visited by frost every month
m the year, effectually preventing the raising of any kind of produce. During the
winter months interconrse is kept up with Saguache, the nearest post-office, with uncertainty and danger.
·
In accordance with the agreement made with the Indians, the secretary of the commission, accompanied by Mr. Charles Adams, agent at · Los Pi nos, Mr. Thomas Dolan,
subagent at Tierra Maria, and Sapivaneri and Gnaro, chiefs of the Tabequaches, Curecante and Corutz, chiefs of the Muaches, .Asumpitz, subchief, and Conejo, son of Sobeta, principal chief of the Capotes, and Antelope, an Indian boy, started to inspect
the country cedetl. Leaving the agency we traveled in a southweetern direction.
After crossing a range of the Uncompagre Mountains, twelve thousand five hundred
feet above sea-level at the point of crossing, the party camped on the south fork of the
Gunnison 'Ri ver, in what is known as the Lake mining region. There is no farming
and very little grazing land in this section; bntthere is a fine chain of high mountains
which are said to be rich in minerals, and in which several leads have been located.
Cro sing another range e()_ually high, we struck a fork of the Rio Grande, following it
to the head of Antelope Park, where, turning off to the north, we crossed a high divide,
and struck the main body of the Rio Grande, which we followed to its head, crossing
the range, at an altitude of thirteen thousand feet, to the head-waters of the Animas,
along which, with its tributaries, is situated the celebrated San Juan mining country.
';Ve visited all the mines that have been at all developed. The Indians evinced much
rnterest in tbe examination of their value. We saw but one mine that bas been tested
sufficiently to get much return from it. This one, it is stated, was stocked hy a company at• '500,000, although a legal title could not be made to the land on which it was
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located. The company have erected a mill, and spent in it, and in developing their
mine, some 75,000, and it is said the yiel<.l is about $1,000 in gold per day. The ag nt
of this company.informed us that they had now en route for the mines a fifteen-stamp
mill, with which they could produce $25,000 per week in golcl. The vein is eighteen
inches thick, and it yields, it is claimed, from one to four thousand dollars per ton.
Ono of the Indians, while in this mine, broke off a piece of rock, weighing about a
-pound, which he crushed in a hand-mortar, getting from it, with his indifferent handling, about one dollar's worth of gold.
Since the purchase of the mining country the owners of the mine claim it to l)e
worth double what it was worth before. At another vein, which has only been pro pecteu, we found among the debris indications of free gold in every piece of rock.
Other veins are said to yield as high as $8,000 in gold per ton. It is claimed the silverveins are much more valuable than the gold leads. We were informed that one lead
is six feet wide, and that another yields pay-ore in a vein forty feet wide, and indication of the precious metal sufficient to justify a claim for three hundred feet wide.
Some five hundred to six hundred leads have been located, and about two hundred and
fifty to three hundred miners were in the country at the time of our visit. The country
is not only rich iu gold and silver, but there are large deposits of copper, iron, lead,
and coal.
On a rumor that the country had been bought, fifty persons starteu to locate townlots, in what they .claim will be the great smelting and re.fining center of' the mining
region.
Tbis region is the greatest aggregation of high mountain peaks and ranges in the
country, and, after visiting it, all other mountain scenery is completely dwarfed.
Having gone as far as the Indians desired, and having ascertained, as far as we
could, that very little, jf any, farming country was in the land sold, we returned to
the agency. After hearing the report of the chiefs, the remainder of' the Indians at
tho agency all signed the articles of convention, and a copy was sent to the White
River, Denver, Cimarron, and Tierra Maria agencies, to be signed by all the Indians
at those places. But one Indian, the Weeminuche before alluded to, opposed the ale
and refu ed to ign the articles of' convention. Subsequently he desired to sign it, but
the band to which he belouged would not permit him to do so.
Tho country ceded contains about four million acres, and is unquestionably rich in
mineral d 'no its.
On the conclusion of tho present successful negotiation, tne commission authorized
uray and ad legation of his people to carry the articles of convention to the Great
Path r, aL Washington.
.
Th outbern portion of the reservation, which is well watered and fertile, was retain d more particularly as a reservation for the Weeminucbe, Capote, ancl Muache
IndianEt, ·with the view of having an agency locate<l. there for them, and in the expect'.1tio;1 of bav.ing t~em settle upon it at an early day, their present temporary agencie
10
w Mex1eo bemg e'lually disadvantageous to the Indians and the Government .
. 'om of _the e Indians being averse to leaving t lrnir present place of living, permis. 1011 was <1 1veu each band to send a delegation to ·washiogton to present the matter to
the Com mis ioner of Indian Affairs.
At.th coun~il with the Utes, representatives of two branches of the Apache, livin rr
and mtcrmarr! d with the Ute_s, presented their case to the commis ion, an<l. it w,
cl· m ·<1 xp ch nt to permit them to accompany their friends to Washington. They
ha~· been onlered to join other branches of the Apaches, which they are :wer e to
domg.
Tho ii llow~ng 1 tt r of General Alexander, commandant at Fort Garlan<l., who i~
conv r,aut with the facts, fully states the case and is corroborated by the taterneut
of th In liau :
'
'" FORT GARLA~D, COLO., SeJ)fernber 5, 1 i2.
' . m: In 01npliance with your request, I have tho honor to furui h you with the follow111~ n1 ,m rancla:
'' Wheiro-)Ion<lo,_cbi _f of one band oftl10 Jicarilla Apache , wants the Government to
· t apart a r H ' rvat1on m .i: orthw t rn w :Mexico on a stre11m called the Rio Pu oco.
(or hun lf and his band, on isting of one hnnclrc<l'lodge , or about ix bnnclre<l oul,-,
rn on! •r that, t~cy may ttl ~hero P.ermanently and till tbe soil. Thi~ tract ~· no
. c upt cl hy ,lll~ on h , and 1s cont1guons to tho pre en t te r ervat1011. " herro
1. • au nn I of
nray, tho principal chief of the tes, and hi band are intermarri l
:1th t!1 . t . ,. a.1111 h ~tY many of their habits and customs. They tber fore <1 •. ir' to
11Y w1thrn YI ·1trn~ cU t3:u c of tho
tes. Whcrro has almt~•s beeu perfectly peaceahl
~nd ha al wa~·.-, "1th at w of his people, cnlti vatccl little farm . Tuey al o arc exp
11! th. 1na~11Jactur of artbenwm , and ,et wl.Iat D('C ~ ari •s th .y want by th e ale
of th,:1r a~t1 ·l to th .. Iexica,~ . Th y havo nev r bad any aunuiti from th b ·o,· mm 11 • \ h rr , ay tbat all lH. ban<l ar anxiou to give up their r vino- lif < 11(1 t·
I· down to , ~ri ·nltm· . \Vherro al.
ngg .t that the re ervation b ma<l' lar!?'
nou •h to accou11uoclatc th baud of Jicarilla Apaches now liviurr with the )Ina h
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Utes at the Cimarron, whenever they choose to change their mode oflife . . Tbes_e Jicarilla Apaches should not be confounded with the Southern Apaehes, as their halnts and
mode of life are entirely different. The former hav:e _property, horses, nrnle_s, lodges,
blankets, sheep, &c., while the lat ter have nothing, hvmg upon gr:1ss-seed, wild frmts,
and bunting. I am inforrirnd that the Jicarilla Apaches _at ~he Cu~arron are ordered
to be sent to the Apaclle reservation at Fort Stanton. 1 thmk th1s would be a great
mistnke, as they are really not the same people as the Coyotero and other bands of
Apaches on that reservation.
"It appears to me that forming this settlement of industrious Indians, so closely connected with the Utes, in the immediate viciuity, would gradually induce them to
adopt tllese peaceful occupations in preference t,o their present nomadic life, particularly as game gets ~carce. It i_s the first instance in my kn~w;edge o~· wild Indian~ in
astatf' of peace askrng such a favor of the Government, and 1t IS certarnly enconragmg,
in v ,ew of a peaceful solntion of this quest.ion.
I have ruade these statements as brief as possible. Should you desire more particular h1formation, I will be glad to furnish any in my power.
"I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
·
"A. J. ALEXANDER,
" Major and But. Brig. General .U. S. A .
" Hon. FELIX R. BRUNOT,
'' Chairman of the Board of Indian Commissioners."
Respectfully submitted.
Hon.

FELIX

R.

'1'HOMAS K. CREE,
&cretary

BRUNOT,

Chairman Special Ute Comrni&sion.

Minntes of the counci.l held with the Ute Indian s, al Los Pinos Agency, Colorado, September
6-12, 1873.

T!Je special commissioner, under appointment by t!Je lionorable Secretary of the
Interior, to negotiate with t!Je Ute Indians, in accordance with the act of Congress
approved April 2:1, 1872, acco mpanied by Thomas K. Cree, as secretary of the commission, and Dr. James Phillips, as Spanish interpreter, arrived at Los Piuos agency September 5, 1873.
On Saturday, September 6, Mr. Brunot bad a con,ersation with Ouray in regard to
the time for holding the council. It was decid ed to meet at 2 p. m. the same afternoon.
He explained the reason for his delay at arriving at the agency, it having been understood t,!Jat the council would be held about the mirldle of August, at which time the
Indians bad gathered at the agency. He then told Oura.y of the effort he had been
making to secure the return of Ouray's son, and read tlle letter of Superintendent
Hoag, stating that Agent Miles had gone to the Arapahoe camp the 18t,h of August
to get t!Je boy, aud word was expected from him every day in regard to him. He
told him that he bad waited at Colorado Springs fonr days, ex pecting to bear that
the boy had arrived at the ra:lroad, in wbieb case he would have waited for him
and brought him along; that be bad left word at the station. that if the agent
arrived there with the boy, lrn should bring him right over, and he Loped he would be
here in a few days. But if the boy would not come with the ageut, then he would
stop as we went back, and see him, and that Ouray should also go with us if he wished.
On ray then detailed the particulars of the boy's capture, the facts in the main corresponding with t,he information gotten by Agent Da,niels from the Arapahoe chief, Friday, and establishing the fact that the Ute boy called Friday, now with the Southern
Arapahoes, and whom he had endeavored to bring with him, was the son of Ouray.
First dcty.

SEPTEMBER 6, 1873.
Council convened at 2 p. m.
There were present Hon. Felix R. Brunot, commissioner to negotiate with the Utes,
an d Thomas K. Cree, secretary; Dr. Jam es Philli s, of'\Vashington, as Spanish interpreter on the part of the commist'lion, and John Lawrence and James Fullerton, as
Spanish interpreters on the part oft.he Tndians, aml Ouray, the chief, as Ute interpreter, and Ch~,rles A,lams, agent at Los Pinos, and Thomas Dolan, subagent at Tierra
Maria, and the following Indian chiefs:
.
TABEQUACRES.-Oura,v, Lovo, Sapiovaneri, Cocho, Cbavanan x, Guero, Colorado,
Tosah, Chaves.
30 I
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M ·Ac1rns.-Anratosh, Samora, Curecante, Aiguillar, .Jose Maria, Mantchick.
UAPOTE .-Pesinte, Aigua, Chinne, Kanea, Chavis, 'l'apoat, (son of Soueta,) Coronea,
Topaatz, Acumpaziah.
\VEEMINUCHEs.-Purasitz, Venao, Prazit, Pa-si-ut, Pan~dnip, Terreapton.
D:KNVEH.-Yanko.
APACIIE .-Gnero Modo, Aijove. .
The White River band had been represelltec1 h,v Dongl:u,, Sac-wiocb Ungachief, Laritz, Ancatoras, bnt prior to the council the delegation rt-1tnrned tu their ageucy, leaYiug
one of their number to represe11t them.
.
In opening the council, Mr. Bninot said :
Whenever we hold a council with the Indians, we kno,Y the Great Spirit sees n, aml
knows our hearts, and we want to ask him to make our hearts all right, and clirect u.
in tbis council. We usually do so when ·we hold a great couucil aruong the white . I
want you all to stand up while I talk to the Great Spirit.
Mr. Brunot then led in prayer, all reverently staudiug. Ouray interpreted the substance of the prayer to bis pe')ple.
Mr. Brunot then said:
Wben I came last year to see the Utes, there was a, commission here from the Presideut to talk to you abont some business. You were very busy with that coromi ion
and bad a long- talk with them. Yon did not agree with the commission. I did not
then come to talk about the business of the commission, but came from the President
to talk about ome other matters. You did not know I was coming, and did not unuerstand my business, so I thought it best not to bold a council and talk with you about
the business on which I bad come. After the council I had a little talk with Ouray,
and I told him one thing t,bat I wanted-that the President bad been told the
tes bad killed a man. I said I did not think the Utes, who were the friend of the
whites, had don e it, and I wanted Omay to find out who it was. Onray did find out.
and sent me word who it was. He said the Utes were all opposed to the men who committed the crime. I was glad to find the Utes were always to be the friends of tbe
wl1ites, and were to be depended on. I told the President that no one must feel bad
becau e the Utes did not agree with the commission, and I thought the President ought
to send away from the reservation the whites who were upon it, and the I re ident
made an order to send the miners off the reservation. After the order was issued. the
President beard that the Utes were willing to sell the part of the reservation ou which
the miners were. He thought if he sent the soldiers and put the miners off the re ervation, it might make trouble between them and tbe Utt:s; and if the tes wanted
to ell that piece of country on which the miner were, it was better to hear what the
Utcs bad to say before driving the miners off. If the Utes wanted to ell that place,
it wa of no use to make trouble between them ancl the miners. Tbe Secretary of th •
Int rior has sent me the follov.'ing letter. lt is the same as if the President had written it:
"DEPARTnfENT OF TIIE DTTEIUOR,

" Washington, July 14, 1 73.
"DEAil m: During your negotiations with the Utes for the relinquishment of a portion of their re ervation, I bave the honor to re(]_ne t that you e.·plain to therr~ ful!Y
the rea on, which. induced th Government to suspend its order i ue<l la t prmg for
thp, xpnl ion of white settlers now within their re ervation. Th order for thi expul. ion was i . ned at the instance of this Department, and would have b en exe~ute~ a~
on ·e but for the following circumstances : The Pre ident was informed that tbetr ch1et.
, nray, bad xpreseec1 a willino-ness to 11cgotiate for the sale of a portion of the re rv~t1~n, an1l b de m cl it b st to await the result of the council in regard to uc~ n crot1at1on, l)ecanse if th Ut · shall conclnde to sell a portion of their re ervation, 1t woul1l
lw ~ n :Nll
hard ·hip to drive out tl1 ·whit , wbo would at once desire to return ~
the1~ ionn1•r ot ·upation . 'l'o drive them out thus, would needl ly increa · t~e1r
mmty t~ th· Tt • . Tb Pr•sident, tber tore, in uspeuclin<T the order, had the welta
a_nd lw. rnt r • ts of the t •S before hiw, as well a that of the settlers. 'l'he, u P •n·
1
~ ~11 ofth rd •r of removal only await th r nlt of then gotiation , and bould t,h Y
fail, I haY no doubt the Pr !:!ident will renew the ord r for the r moval of tbe whit •
"With my ·0~1grntulati us to Ouray and.other chiefs of the Ute , ancl with th' hop
tha_t ·our m·got1at1on m: y re ult favonLbly and be productive of peace and _be p ,1wnty of th Tt1· , a w ·11 a of the white citizen , I hn,ve the bonor to be, with gr
l •. p •ct
"Yonr oh ·d i nt rvant,
"C. DEL ... · ,
" ecrelary of the Jut riur.

"Hon. FLI,L' 1. BRr.·m
.. l'n11id ,,,t of lite ipccial ('ommi&11ign lo 11c9oliat , irilh the
"Ill

tes of olorado, • ·c. ·

nt and a, k d m to ome ancl 1• th
te and talk ,vitb yon. H a k tl
u lw l 1ww l did not waut your land for my , lf', and that I wa. a fritmd of
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In<lians, and he thought you knew that I was your friend. I s11icl to him I won~ll come
and see Ouray and the Utes, and talk to them about what I thought was for ~be1r good.
Then he sent word to Ouray and the agents that I would come. He sent this letter to
me ordering me to come.
. .
.
.
The letter of the honorable Commiss10ner of Indian Affairs was then read to them.
Now, I have come to talk to you about that business. I want to tell you, as rour
friend, that I t,hink you are wise, because you have thought about the matter smce
last summer. It is not for me to tell you what to do, but for you to say what you
would like to do about this matter. You see the condition of affairs just as well as I
do. You have many wise men among you; and ron have a wise chief. You know a
wise man looks ahead and knows the future. It 1s much better sometimes to do what
does not please us just now, if we think it will b~ best for our children. I think t~at
is what you have been thinking about, and that is why you sent word yon would hke
me to come and see you. Before I say anything more on the subject I want to hear
from the U tes.
CHAVANAUX. Those lines the surveyors are running on the reservation are not according to the treaty. The mountains were the boundary of our reservation, ( on the east,)
and we want to know what treaty has been made that gave ,them the privilege of coming in and running these lines in our lands.
Mr. BRUNOT. So you want me to tell you about it.
CH.AV.AN.AUX. We would like to know.
Mr. BRUNOT. The treaty tells the lines of the reservation . I bacl nothing to do with
making the treaty. The way the whites have of telling lines by the compass, yon cannot understand, and when the treatv was made the lines were named, but it was not
put on the land; when they came t'o locate the agency they thought it was on the
reservation.
OURAY. It was on the reservation. I was interpreter and knew what the borindarylines were.
Mr. BRUNOT. The lines they are running is only to see whether the lines are where
you thought they were or not. I do not kno'\\r anything about these surveyors.
,
OonAY. They are measuring, and whenever they find a mine they take a little piece
more of our country. They are running new lines all the time.
Mr. BRUNOT. I am sorry to hear it, aqd if I make any agreement I want the lines to
be well understood. I think the people of the Territory are running some of these
lines, and if they are not right the President will not have them for the lines.
OURAY. The line they have run they say is twelve miles west from here, and it is
not right. The liu e is not correct as they make it.
Mr. BRUNOT. I have nothing to do with these men, and I am sorry they are here.
CHAVANAUX. How is it you do not know about this 'f
M.r. BRUNOT. I left Washington more than three months ago, and have not beard
much from there since. I do not think this survey came from Washington. I think it
came_from Denver. When I go to Washington I will :find out all about it, and I will
tell the President what the Utes say. Mr. Adams tells me they did not make any lines;
they only made observations, and when the line is run it may be very different.
OURAY. If they made observations the line will probably be where they say. I
interpreted it to the Otes when the treaty was made, that the line would be from the
Rio Grande to the bead of the mountain. vVe understood it so until the present time.
'fhe rivers that run t,o the east from the mountain-range we understood were off the
reservation; those that run west ·were on it. In regard to Washington Gulch and
others, where they are mining, they are on the reservation as we understand it. The
miners have come in an<l have not been disturbeu by the Utes. The mines in the
monntaius are very important; they are surrounded by the Utes, and the miners will
gradually settle clown upon the Ute lands in the valley.
Mr. BRUNOT. Do the mines extend on both sides of the mountains 'f
OURAY. All the rivers have very :fine farming-lands along them, on the Rio Platte
and Animas, and San Miguel Rivers. The India,ns farm and have crops now; and on
all the rivers that come ont on this side of the mountains the Utes farm; they have
corn there that is ripe now.
Mr. ~RU ·oT. I see the difficul-ty about the matter. I saw it before I came here, and
I saw 1t last summer-the difficult,y of separating the mineral from the farming land.
I see the di~culty aH well as you do, and I feel the importance of it more than you do.
The reason is, I see the time will come when the Utes will have to raise herds of horses
an~ cattle, and will have to farm, and do just as the whites do. It may be a good
while and it may not be so long-we cannot tell-but when the time comes to raise
crops and cattle, yon can only use a certain amount of the l~ud. If you were to say
to rue to-~ay that you would sell all the land that was good for farmins·, I would say it
was no~ right, you ought not to do it; but if, in order to get a line tbat takes in the
mountai_ns, you have to put in a piece that has some good farming-lands on it, if
enough 1 left for you, I woul,1 think it was good. If I had oeen all through your
country as you have, I wonlcl know what was n, good line; but as I ha Ye not, I do not
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kuow exactly abont the lines. I want yon to say ,,hat would be a goocl line; if ~·on
do not kuow jn tat once, J·ou ca.u think about, it. There may be some land aero the
line t,hat yon <lo not want to sell, but to keep that might spoil all, and it might b
better to Jet it go.
ornetimes, rn order to do a grea.t thing tlia,t we want to do, it i ·
nt'Ct', sary to do a little thing we do not want to do. It is for you to deci<le. In
order to sell a piece of your laud to the Government that you want to sell, it may be
nece !lar.v t,o sell a little piece you would rather keep; tha.t is for you to think a.bout.
OcR.\Y. What bave yo n to say in regard to the Apaches f Some of their chiefs are
pre8ent, and want to hear what you have to say to them. The governor wants to take
thelll tlowu south wiLb the Mescalero Apaches; they do uot waut to go. This one
•pok1-1 la t ~'ear.
Gmrno .Muoo, (Apache.) Some years ago some of the governors of New Mexico gave
us a refierv:ttion on Mu<ldy River, about Abiqttiu. We want to keep it, anrl uot go
down with the Jicarilla Apaches. "\\.,.e want the land that was given us. We know
bow to farm, and only want land to farm on. We do not ask for anything else. After
the land was given to us, some Mexicans came and took the land. We told them that
was om land, bnt they said they would keep it, aud they did.
Mr. l11tUNOT. An inspector bas gone down there, and I tbiuk he will inquire about
yo11r lands, aud when I go to Washington I will bear about it. I have uo instruction
about it.
Gu1mo Muno. We wanted yoi.1 to know what we had to say ftn<l to inqnire into it.
Mr. B1rn.NOT. I am glad to bear your words; they are all put down, and I will inquire
iut.o it, a11cl it will be attended to.
Gumw :MuDo. We only ask for our land. We can work. We are not frieuds of those
Apaches in the 80uth. vVe do not like any people that fight, aud do uot waut to go
with them.
Mr. B1W.NOT. vVoulcl you like to come with the Utes, and would the Utes like the ApachrR to come?
Gu1mo MuDo. We like to visit the Utes, hut wonld rather stay where we a.re. We
poke to Governor McCook about it last, year, and he sai<l be wo11lrl tell the President
about it. He probably never told the President wbat vrn said abont tlie matter. It
was wrong if Governor McCook did not tell jt, And we w,wt yon to promise us yon
will tell it, alld to give-rue a promise in writing tbat, I may show when I go back to
my people.
Mr. BRUKOT. If I tell a man I will 110 a thing, and he does not believe it, I do not care;
when I a.y it, it is t.be same as if I wrote it.
GuERO MuDO. In regard to tbe agents in New Moxico, they have 110 powPr; they are
changing all the tirne, and the agents are of little account, a111l I want ;yonr letter to
bow the people that I am trying to do 1:,omtehing.
Mr. BRU;';'OT. You will hear al.JOut it from Washington.
OURAY. The other one is an Apache of anot,her uaDd from Ciw,11To11; he wants to
know what the Goveromeut iut,ends to do about them.
Mr. Bit N T. The iaspector that went down a few d:iys ag-o will report iu "\Yasbing•
ton, itnd I will not know till I get there. We will seud a lettur from Wasbiugtoll t o
'nno Mudo.
G 1mo M DO. Are yon certain a letter will come; will they not steal it ou the road ~

Mr. BHUNOT. I do not know; maybe they will.
' EHO M oo. It may he like some tuiugs that arc sent to Ouray; he 11 e,·er get.
tbt'm. lt migbt be so with my letter; it llligbt uever get to we.
fr. BR "NOT. If I bad come to the Utes in the ol<l way, wa11ti1Jg to got your laud\ I
woulcl have barl a lot of people all about talki11g in ~,our ears. Maybe I would haY
~acl a mau t give one a horse, aJJother a gnn, to get them to talk tho way I want d.
,· m~1etim s tr •ati s ar made that way; when thoy wallt you to do what is good for the
wlnt man, but bad for the Indian, t.bat is the way t.l1ey come. I do not come that way.
I tell you I am your friend, a111l if I conlrl help it I would not llave the Gov rnmeut do
aoythin.,. that wa. not goocl for you. When I talk to the white men or the red m en, I
waut
talk in nch a way tl.Jat I will never be a8hamed to meet them. "l.Jatenr I
·av th ' ' 'r •at pirit" bears, aud if it is uot ri<Tht I will be puni8hed boreaft r for it
I have aid this becim e I want ~ ou to uude1~tand that, I collle a your friend, and I
wi~11t you to ~o what I think i for your good, and wa11t yon to toll orn,jn t what y n
1lrn1~ al ut 1t, _and we ~ill try and tix it up in a way that " ·ill be goo,l for all.
In tb1 wa~· I th_rnk ~ w_1ll com_e to an agreement that will bo good for all. I w,
to
an tb ·r tnb ot In1ha.ns this SUiurner, au<l. I saw that whit men hatl goo" upon
thc·ir land , a.ud bad found mine aud were niiuiog on their land, and other m 11 w 1
<:amp ·<l r ady t ~o on. If I bad been strong enongb I wouhl havo b eu willin(l' ◄1
ri • tbcn1 all into th river, for they had uo bn1:,ine s there· uni I Ra\Y so rnauy wauc
r np n th o Janel, that 1f t.ho Pretlident wa~ to eucl t,ho '. oldiers au<l drive th(im o
001 ot th m woulcl do thing-1 agai11 t the Indian · and bring on a war with th m. I
· ' had mc:u wn · th •r who" oulcl cl that, and what wonl<l lta•'o hccn tlw ou. qu u
aw • me of tho. 111 ·o were had m •11, an,! won Id hrinp; on tl1i s tn111hle to f! •t b:
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npon tb.e Iudiau'H lan<l. I knew if they <lid t,hi,;, the con.seque~1C~ wonld be that tribe
of Intlians wonlcl be dri veu on the bad lands above tlie M1ssoun R1 ver, aud they would
not get anything for their good htncl. The war wou1<1. be made au excuse to get the
land for nothing. I was sure it was good fo~'. these Indians before any trouble cam<: to
get paid for their land, so I told them the Pres1de~t kne~v these people we~e th_ere takmg
tht'ir minerals, and he was willing to pa,y them for their land, and as t~e1r fn«:nd I tolcl
them to t,ake pay for it. keepiug enough to live npou. At fi!'st t~rny dul not like to sel1
their land a.nd@ee the whites U'O on it; they said they and their children were born therl3 ,_
and they ~lid not waut to lmt~,e it. I thought, I would feel the same way 1 but I kuew-·
it was better to let that piece of land go and get paid fo_r it, than to h3:ve trouble com~and get nothing for it. They thonght a,bout it some t1m«:, and saw 1t was best, a,n~
they agreed to sell it and take a large sum of money,.the mterest to be used for then"·
benefit forewir, and they still have euongh of land t() live on and hunt on.
OURAY. I do not like the interest part of that agreemeut. I would rather have the
money in a hank.
•
Mr. BRUNOT. About thirty years ago the Cherokees s< Jd their land and came _west of
the Mississippi, and the Government a,greed to make a 11ote and give them the mterest
ever.v year; and now they have tbe interest pajd tLem every year. With part
of the interest they keep up their schools and their government. The sam/3 w~1s
done with some other Iodiarn, nearly one hundred years ago, and they get money
every year for the interest. A nation might lose its lands, but if the· Government
promised to pay them interest, they would always get it. These Indians I made
the agreement wit.h have plenty of lanrl for themselves and tbeir children, and,
besides, the iuterest every year will be paid them in things they need. Your case is a
little like tliat. It may be there are no,ne of those bad men upon your land who woukl
make t,ronble; you know bett,er than I do about that. Still, it looks to me as if the
very best thing t,hat can be done, if you can spare these mountains, is to sell them, and
to Lave sometl.Jing coming in every year. If you do not think so now, some day you
will remember what I told you about it,.and I think you will make up your minds some
da,y, whether yon sell it or not, that what I told you was right. Last summer the commission asked me to say something. I told you I did not come about their business,
but as tb.ey asked me if I would say something, I said then jnst what I thought, just
as I am saying now. I did not go round about it at all. I said just what I thought.
Perhaps you ct1d not understand me at that time.
OURAY. We understood yon then and we understand yon now.
Mr. BRUNOT. I was told I had offended you because I talked so plain. You mnst not
be offended at plain talk, for I say what I mean.
OURAY. There are many that understand what you say, and we are not offonded at
plain talk.
Mr. BRUNOT. If you have any thing to st1.y, I will hear you now, or we can meet Monday morning a,t 10 o'clock.
.
CHAVANAUX. All you say about what you done with the other Indians is a11 right.
When I was in Wa!:lhington the treat,y put the line on the top of the mountains and
not where tbe,line is put now. The President heard it, and knows where it was. That is
.w~at I cannot understand-why tlie line is put whne they now say it is. That is why
1t 1s bard to make tl.Jis contract; the lines have been cban<Ted
and it is baJ. fa.ith on
0
the part of the Government.
OURAY. All the Otes understand the lines, and it is as we say. The lines in rt~o-ard
t? the mines do n?t amonn_t to anything; it is cbangiug them all the time-taki~g a,
ht~le ~ow an<l a ltttle aga_10-tbat ~nakes trouble. Yon sa,id you do uot know anytbrng rn regard to tllese lrnes a~1d 1t rrnty be the same in regard to lines you nrnke.
There are many men talk about 1t tons; they sa,y they are going to have the lines as
they want, wbether the Utes like it ur not. It is common talk· everybody tells it to
the UteH. The miners care very little about the Government,' and do not ohey the
laws. Tiley say they do not ca.re abont the Government. It is a long way off in the
States, and they say the man who comes to make the trea,ty will o-o otf to the States
audit will al; be as they want it. With you it is different; yon ~alk in the uame of
th~ Great Spmt; . we understand that, and. think it right and ought to ha.ve great
weight. ~ome people. <lo not work on one side or the other, but so they can fill theit·
pockets with m<;>11ey_, 1t does ??t make any difference what they say. If I could talk
Jn~t ~8 I see fit, 1t nng~t be chfl:e1:ent, Lnt ~ talk for the Indians as yon <lo foi· the com~1s81011. I must tnlk for both sides, (as mterpreter,) aud give the . nitttt,er consiclerat100. \Ve are not prepared to talk now, but day after to-morrow yon will l.Jear from us.

, 'ccond day.-JIIonday, SPpternber 8, 187:3.
Council convened at 12 o'clock. Opened with prayer by Mr. Brunot.
Mr. Bn _~OT said: I <lo not think I need say the same thiugs over that I saiu Sa.tnrday. I thrnk yon all rcrn e111ber th em. But there are other thin~s I onght to say, so
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that some of the Indians from New Mexico will learn how the,y a,re sitnatecl. Yon see
everywhere bow the whites are spreading over the couut,ry. In New Mexico there are
gettin(Y' to be man,f Americans ancl Mexicans where t.lie Indians live. Some people
down there want the Indians to stay at Tierra Maria and Cimarron, but many want
them to go away. Perhaps there are some people there who sell th}ngs to the Government for the Indians, and some who trade with the Indians aud make money out of
them. 'rbat kind of people who make money out of tbe Irrdians want th(?ll\- to stay
there. I do not know but the Indians know about it, but I know ther~ are many peo!)le coming in, and many more wishing to come. They think the land belongs to the
whites; evei-ywbere the whites are taking up the good land there. There are so
many there now that there is not much land left for the Indians, and it is getting worse and worse all the time, and soon all the laud will be taken up, and there
will be none left for the Indians to live upon. The President knows all this, and that
is why be wauts the Utes from New Mexico to come upon their r eservation, where there
is a good place for them to stay. I want the Utes from New Mexico to unuerstand
thi . Very soon the President will have to make an order to put them on some place for
themselves, and there is no good place there now that the whit,es do not claim. I want
to tell them this as their friend-that they ought to join with the other Utes, and select
some place on the reservation as their borne. Perhaps they do not like to bear this.
I do not like to sa,y anything to any of the Indians that is disagreeable for them to
bca,r. It makes my heart feel sorry to say anything tha,t they do not wish to hear, but
the Great .Spirit tells me I must always speak tlle truth when I am talking to the Utes,
or the whites, or anybody; whether they like it or not, I must speak the truth. Sometime when a man hears anything he does not like, he thinks about it, and, if it is true,
after a while he comes to like it. That is the way I think it will be with the Ut,es from
New Mexico. Tbey will think about it and find it is good, and I hope they will take
rny advice. vVe brtve met here to-day to settle up the matter we talked about Saturday, in regard to these mount.ains. Let us talk about that and. nothing else till it is
s ttlcd.
OURAY. It is better to sottle in regard to moving the Mna,cbes. They do not want to
leave where they n,re in New Mexico.
fr. BRUNOT. I have told them what comes to me from Washington, and I have told
th •m what I think would be good for them; that it would be good for them to have a
place for themselves on the lower part of the reservation, where they would be away
from the whites and have a place for themselves. If they pick out a good place where
th y can rai e corn and where they would like to live, I will ask the President to give
them an agency there. I think the President will do it. I think the best way would
b , if we make a bargain with all the Utes in regard to the mountains, that we put in
the same paper that the Southern Utes, the Capotes, Muaches, and Weeminuches shall
have an agency on the reservation there. I think it would be good to put in the paper
that there sb_ail be an age~cy ou the lower part of the reservation, another one here or
on the Gunm ou, or the Uncompagre, or where the Indians say, not on the Uncompagr or the Gunnison, if the Indians do not want it, but where they want it.
0 RAY. There is uo d.ifficulty in regard to us; we want tlle agency below somewhere.
:Mr. Adam know where, bnt the difficulty is with the Southern Utes. ·
fr. Bn XuT. I presume the Southern Utes want to be on the lower part of the reservn,tion. I ltav told them what I think would be good for them . 1 kuow it is good for
th m, and I want them to have a home where thev cannot be distnrhcd. If they would
ratb r com here, it is good, but if they would rather have an ageucy in the southern
:part of _the re crrntion, I think the President wonld establish one there for t,hem. It
l V<'l' ' unportan~ for them to make up their minds in regard to it, and I want them ~o
hav a plac wh1 ·h they can always have for their children ancl their children's cb1l<lr ~· 'fh Y know, them elv s. that where they are now the whites claim and say it i
tbc1r land,_a.nd after a little ·w hile there will be so many whites there that they cannot
, tay. I tb)ok they know very well tllat when a m,1n sees the storm comintJ' it is bett r to t fix cl r f'!- :ly for it, aud the sooner he gets protected against it the better. . o,
now, wb •~1 th r 1 • a good ·hauce to get a O'OOd home it is better to settle it. I thmk
I ~1av a1cl al~ I 11 ed ay auont it. Yon have sense, and know what is best. One
tbrng m~r , I forgot· perhaps th
tcs from ew Mexico think if they come on th_e
r rv~t1 n that, they annot hunt the buffalo; that is a, mistake. I think the Pr . 1den will 1 them go to hunt the buffalo while they bellave tllems Ive , and wh1l••
th<'r ar bntfa]o t bunt.
't·m~ '.\.'TE . \
want our agency on th Dry Cimarron.
~RAY. _Tb
on_th rn ~11dian:i s. y there are bnt few white about t.be Dry imarron,
ncl f r httl wh1l th 1r a,g ncy ~honlcl ue located there, and wbeu the white ""
dtl dab n th 01, th l1 th .v will como 11po11 th r sel'vati n. You hearcl them talk
la· • r and th y a.y tb e .tm now. P,u't of the 'imarron i bon<Ybt; they don't
.,
van to tay on it, but fnrtbcr off.
•fr. Bit ·oT. I d not think b Pre. i1l 'lit will allo\Y th, m to stay in T w Mesic
lon•r.
ll tb1: tim , wit ·n th ·r are wl11L · pl'opl u aho11t, wlw11 a11yti1i1w bad i do '
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whether it is <1oue by wliites or Iudians, tbfl In~1ians are blamed with it. Suppose
t here are some farm en; living about where the Indians are; suppqsfl they 3:re good me??
and a bad wllite man comes fLlong, and takes some horses and gets off with them_; 1£
nobody sees him, then the people all think the Indians took them. Suppose a Mexican
does something bad, the whjtes think it is the Indians. If a Cheyenne or Arapah~e
comes and takes stock the whites think it is the Indians who live near them. That 1s
why, when Indians an~l whites live together, there is trouble a_mong '.'~em. The Presideut knows that the Utes are the white man's friends, and he 1s the friend of the Utes,
and he wants to have the Utes so situated that these troubles will not come. With
some Indians, when the President thinks it is best for them to do anything he wishes,
he sends his soldiers and makes them do it, but with some Indians, iusteacl of sending
the solcliers to make them do it, he sends some one whom he knows is their friend to
tell them what he wants, and so he has sent me to tell the Utes what is best for them,
and what he wants them to do. I have told the New Mexican Utes what I am sure
would be good for them, and I think it would be good to put it in the paper, if we •
make a paper, abont the mountains. But if they think they know better, and do not
want to put it in the paper, I think they had bet,ter pick oue or two good men, and let
t hem go with Onra,y to Washington, and tell the President what they think. about
it; but that need not interfere with the IJargain about these mountains, aud this matter about the monntains had better be settled now.
JosE l\LuuA. I think, as Curecante said, our agency had better be on the Dry
-Cimauon.
Mr. BRUNOT. I want to remind the New l\Iexico Utes of the treaty of 1868. I bad
nothing to do with nrnkiug it, but it is pnt into my hands with tlle names of the Indi.ans signed to it. The third article in it says-OURAY. I understand it, but they are cutting off our lines, and they are not according to onr agreement.
Mr. BRUNOT. Do the New Mexican Utes nnderstl'}nd what I say? I want them to
.see their treaty. It was wade in 1808, rive years ago, and according to this, the Utes
in New Mexico a.greed to give np all claim to any land outside of the reservation.
What I want them to know is, that all these five years the President has been kind in
permit.ting them to skty just where they wanted to, and it seems to me the President
has been kin<1 in not makiug them do what tlle treaty says. That is the way it looks
·t o a friend who did not make the treaty; and now, when the President thinks it is
good for them to come on the reservation, they ought to listen to him.
The names
that are Hignecl to tl1e treaty I will get Mr. Adams to read, so that we will know what
chiefs signed the treaty. Do you wish to hear them?
[A protracted discn:,sion followed; those who signed the treaty o1jccted to the reading of their na,mes; Ouray insisting on having t,he names read; tho Southern Utes
specially objecting, the Tabeqnaches taking the part of Ouray; the southern Indians
saying the treaty was a bad paper for tllem, and wanting to throw it out and make
a new one.]
Mr. BRU.:"\'0T. Yon men are all brothers. Yon belong to the same people. What is
good for one is good for all. You should all try and help each other, and when a friend
talks to you about what h_e thrnks is ~ood for all of yon, you shonld all listen and all
think about it, and see what is best for all. There may be some things that some of
you do not like, bnt then if it is good for all the rest they ought to give it up for the
~er.era! good. Perlrnps th_ere i~ something I think is not good fo~ me, but if it is good
for everybody else I subrmt to 1t. I kno,v I cannot have everythrng my way, if everybody else thiuks differently. So it is all over the world; each must give up a little for
what is good for all. Sometimes, when men are all trying to come to one mind, it is
difficult, and takes a little time, but if they try to agree, and when they see what is
good fo1· t,he grea,test rnnnlJers, then they agree to it. Now, we have talked about this
tl'eaty. I told you the President was kind in permitting a portion of the Utes to do
w~at they had agree~ n_ot t~ do. T~ey agreed to come on the resenra~ion, and he permitted them to rema,m rn New Mexico. P~rhaps some of the Utes did not like that
tr~aty, _uut if the chiefs agreed to it and signed their names to it, they ought to snbmit to 1t. I want to know which of the chiefs signed that paper; it does not make
much diffe~·ence now, because the paper is all there; but I want to know the name~
an_d am_ g~rng ~o have them reatl, aud if we make another paper, it will ha,ve some
th~ngs rn 1t I will want everyuody to understand; and if we make it we will have the
cluefo aud everybody else sign it, and that is why I waut all the bands to ao-ree
to do
0
the same thing.
·
Mr. Adams then read all the names si,rned to the treaty.
Mr. BttUNOT. ~efore the treaty of lt36d was made, in 18~3, five years before, there was
~nother treaty w1tu tue 'l'abeqnachw,;. That treaty said there was to be money o-iveu
for ten years; t~at ten years is douo this year ·; this is the last year for paying the
~0~1ey that was 10 that treat,y; bnt the money and goods promised in this tre,1ty (1868)
1s fot· twenty-five years more. Because the first tre,tty rnns out with this year is
~ nothcr good rea~on why I think it is good for the Utes to sell the mountains and have
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, ometbing come to them for them. The New Mexican Utes do not come mnch into
the e monntaius a11chlo not care much auout them; the other Utes that live np here
care much about them; but I think if both kinds of Utes do wlrnt hi good for all,
they will agree to sell the mountains, and tbe New Mexican Utcs and those that
Jive here will all get the benefit, and that is the most important matter for you to
think abont now. You know that it makes no difference to me aboni; these mountain . I do not want anything that is in them; I Lave all I want a long way off. It
i8 not for me or any wLite friends of mine that I am talking to you about this matter.
It is because I know it is good for the Utes to do this; and that it will be good
for your children after you, and now is the best time for you to do it. Suppo ewe
talk about little things in stead of this great matter, until the time is passed and I have
to go away; and then, if tronhle comes between the Utes and th e miuers, if it begins
before the year ends, what will happen-where will it end f It will be too late then to
settle it so that the Utes and their children will have goods and snch thing as they
• need come from it forever. There are many whites in thi8 country wit,h whom I hav e
talked who are fri ends of the Utes; they tell rue they like the Utes; bntthereare ba<l pt',0ple who have 110 mtorest in the country, who try to make troul>le with them. I know
what those bad people think about it. If they could get trouble up with the Utes, ancl
, oldiers bacl to be sent in to settle the trouble, the Ut,es would be killed, and the,v conhl
then get both the mountains and the farms that belong to you. That is what l>acl
people think; perhaps it may be so, perhaps not; bnt what is the nse of taking any
chances like tho e, when, if you sell the mountains, you can ha,e something for your, elves and your children for all time. This treaty gives the Ut~H $30,000 per year for
twenty-five years longer. Now, in twent,y-five years, perhaps Ourny, Cnricante, and
the older chiefs rnay be deacl a11d gone. I may be dead and gone, but still some of these
yonncr men and t ho ch ildren will be living, and some o.t them will Lave little chiklren;
but when the twenty-five year have passed the money will be gone, and they will
have none.
nppose we let that treaty stand just as it is for twenty-five years, and
yon agree to sell a piece of this reservation, taking in all the e mountains where th&
miners are goiug, ancl the President agrees to pay for that land $25,000 every year; not
for ten years or twenty-five years only, but forever, ~ts long as the country lasts, so tlu~t
your children and all the Utes that come after them will have something after th1
treaty i ouded, and forever after. lt would begin after the treaty was approved by
Congr , and would go on forever. I want to know if there is a single Ute here who
doei; not know in hi heart that it would be good for you; I am sure it would; I know
that wonld be good for the Utes. If I did not think it wonlcl be good for you, I would
not be here to talk about it. I do not want yon to sell the lands at the lower part of
the rP, •rvation, the farming-land . I want you to keep tho, e lauds, o that the Iudiao
who like to be in a warm country in the south, can have a good place. I do not want
you to soU the good hi.,n<l8 on the Gnnnison; I want those wllo live there to have a good
place. I do not want you to 1:<ell the farruing-lanll in the Uucompagre Park. I wa.ot
th Indians who go thero to have a good place. But what, I think it is crood for you to
ll, is th l:J,nd that lies between the good Janel on the south ancl the Uucompa,crre Par~.
H you arc afraid , ome day somebody ruigl1t say you have no right to go through their
bnd, you an keep a stri µ of say ten miles wide on the west side, l ading from one pa.rt
to tb oth ' r, or may be twent.y miles. I think you understand what I t,hiuk i good
for yon; bnt, I know I am not telling yon what man y white people want me to tell you.
Many white p opl wonlcl vant me to say to you, yon onght to ·ell the good farminglands on tho i;outh, aucl some would want me to ask you to sell the Gunni on, and ome
wonl<l ,~:wt nw to ask yon to ,•el~ the Uncompagre. I wonld not ask you to do any _of
the 'thing~, b cami I k11ow ~L t11n will come when the Utcs will want land to rn1.e
. to ·k, a,i th whit pPopl (lo, an<l yon u111t;t hi:i.ve that couutry for it. Bnt I do aclvi ·e
you to <1·1_1 ti~ monntaiu country; it will l,o better for you to c.lo ,o, aml you will never
h orry ior It.
'nu :,\. ··1 !'· It wonl<l l> w ·ll for n . to hav onr agency on the Dry Cimarron. I
am talking for tlrn. onth 'ru lnclian ,, aocl I ca.n talk to t,he Pr siclent about it. What
wronµ- ·an we do, or wha,t wrong ha.ve w 1lou , tba.t we should not stay th en~
)fr. I H • ·o'I . You mu. t t11Hkr1:1tau 1 tliat I want to do what i8 croocl for the Ute , and
if I make :w agr:em ·ut I want it al o to be one that Congr ss will agree to.
up1' " I wa. to ]lll 111to thP agr enHmt what Cnricante wants, an,1 ou1e little thing omcb ly •l. want.. I ould put it in-it would not mak any cliffer n •e to me; but ougre wonlc1 no ap- to it all(l the agre1•m nt wonld b e at an end . For thi rea on I
mu. t 111< l an agrc 'Ill nt as goocl a l can for tho t.e , but it mu ·t he one that I tliiuk
' n r •. • will :~J>prove. \ b •11 I ku w my If that t,he overnment at \Va bin(Tton
want. th Indian. t,ol av n, p!ac in wbichth ywantt stay,ifipntitinapapurt~a
th Y w r ·to. tay,
11 •r ,. mwh not :\,!Tr•e to it.
Bnt this I •an a,rree to, and I tbmk
i. "ill , nit 'nri ·ant tis ~ • w )1Pxi ·o 7t ·, an,1 all tli
te. : If "~ mnk a, uar1rain
hall bar
Jor he mouutam ·01111 r ·. 1 will a~n• to. a.v in the paper th 'outh rn Ut
an ng •nc·. · 011 th ont lwrn part of th n• r rvation a .. 0011 a!; th Pre. icl •n .-ha ll . a·
or he 111 to rro th ·u~. Tlw11, if w • rnake that iwn·<'lll nt, 'nricante 1·:w o-o with Our
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to see tbe Prc1:;ideut. He can ask the President to let thern ·stay in New Mexico a little
lono-er au<l the Presideut can do as he wau t.s about it.
S~M~RA. Iu t,he Cimarron tht>re are bnt few t,;ett,lers, and it is not necessary to have
a contract to permit us to stay there, but only permission to reruaiu there while it is
sparsel.v settled.
.
.
·
Mr. BRUNOT. What Samora says is very good; but If we put m the contract that
when they come awa? from there they shall have an agency on the reservation, It will
be better. But we will say nothing about Cimarron in the contract; but when you
go to Washington and tell the President what you tell me, if be says you can stay there
a little while longer, it is all right.
.
.
OURAY. I tell Curicante t,bat yon cannot make an agreement to gwe an agency at
Cimarron, for Congress might not approve of it; but if he thinks they ought to stay
there, that he should go to Washingtou and tell this to tlrn President, and be can let
them stay if he wishes.
Mr. BtrnNOT. Yes, tlmt is lwst; bnt it mm,t not interfere with the ba.rgain we make.
Here is I\fautchick; I would like to know what he thinks of it. • Does he not think my
pLau is a good one '?
·
OURAY. They are talking about the bnsiness of the Muaches, and we tell Curicante
that he bad better go to Washington aml have it attended to.
Mr. BRUNOT. I suppose the Utes have been talking the matter over, the Muacbesand
all the rest. It is. ju.st the same as it, is in Congress. When a matter comes up they
talk about it. Each says what he thinks about it, and then they take a vote; and
·when they take a vot,e, p~\'.baps it shows a great many agree to the proposition; and
if there are more in favor of it than are opposed to it, the smaller t,;ide gives it up, and
all agree to it, and it becomes a law; and even if some do not like it, they agree to it
because the ruajorit,y want it,. '£bat is the way it ought to be among the Utes. You
all have the same interest; you are all brothers; ten or a, dozen ought not to stop what
is gootl for all the reRt. After it has been talked over, all ought to agree to the same
thing. I hope the Utes will corue to the Rame mind, just as t,hey do in Congress, and
the few wbo do not like 'twill give up to the greater number; that is the seusiblea.nd
true way to do. I think yon all uuclerst,and the matter. Ent yon have not told me
what is the-opinion of the majority. I want to know what the large unmber think, as
well as what the few think.
OURAY. The lmsiness with the Muacbes is what is stopping it.
Mr. BRUNOT. I hav"' told the Utet,; what I think is right abont that, in order that the
futnre may lie taken care of, and that they may have an agency at a future time. I
will put in the paper that they may have another agency on the lower portion of the reservation. I will not put it in the paper that tba,t agency is to be
made to-day, or next year; bnt I will say that the agency shall be made whenever the President thiuks it best to put it there. The New Mexico Utes will send
their men to Washington, and they will tell the President they want to stay a while
at Cimarron. They will tell the Presi<lent there are few whites there; that they
are doiug no harm, and would like to stay there a- few years longer. If the President
says they can stay there longer, it is all right. There will be nothing i" the paper to
interfere with it; but if he will not let them sta_v there, I c,annot help it. I want to
tell you now very seriously, if you go to Washin~tou to ask the President to let you
stay at the Cim11,rron, and you say to him, "We prevented tlte Utes doing what is
good for them," he will sa,v to yon, ''Goto the reservation, or I will send m ,y soldiers
and make you go." But look at the other side, aud see how much better, if the New
Mexico Ute-s join with tile other Utes, and do what is gootl for all the tribe, and
then go and tell the Prmndent, '' vVe have done what is gootl for all the Utes, and
we would like to stay in New Mexico for a while longer," would he not be more
likely to grant yonr re']_u est 1I Everybody knows that would be the best way. Curicante knows that would lie the best way. If we cau all agree about this, that woul<l
be for the go<?d of the whole Ute trib~. Then, whoever goes to Washington can say,
"We are tryrng to do what the President wants; but we w,1nt to stay on the Cimarron; there are but few whites there; bnt whtin the whites come there, then we will
go to the reservation.'' The President would be more likely to grant the request. I
want to tell what happened to me before I came here. The President aske<l me to go
and tell some of the t:\ioux: Indians that they must move their ageucy. \Vherl I went
there we bad a council. I told t~em they ought to move their ageney, because it was
by the river, and bad whites brought whisky to them, ·and did them harm. Tbe first
thing they said was, "If you give us so many guns, and flonr, and things the white
men have, we will move the agency; but we will not do it witllont you <lo." What
did I say to them f I said the Prnsiclent has plenty of gnns; bnt they have unllets in
them for those who do wrong. When the President and Congress witnt their white
friends to do what is right, tlley tell them, an<l they do it, because Congress knows
what i best for them; and it is the same way with you. I said to the Sionx:, '' You
pretetHl to be the frieucls of the President., and if you do uot move the ag-ency he will
1>end his soldiers ai,d make you do it; a,1ul now the council is arljonrned." The next
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morniug they came anrl said, "We will do what yon say; we will move up there, an<l
will trnst to the President to do what is best for ns." And in two or three days they
were moving, and they have gone now. It was very short work. But I do not come
and talk that way to you. I do not say anything about guns and soldiers . . I t~lk to
yon as one friend talks to another. I do not talk to yon like I do to men who will not
iisten to reason. I know yon listen, and I think you will decide it is all right. I talk
t,o you as I would to my best white friends, because I know you are my friends; an_d
all good white people know the Utes are their friends, and they want to do what i
good for the Utes. I think you see what is the best. I think the Southern Utes will
see it is bftst to settle this matter, and then go to the President and tell him about the
Cimarron, anrl maybe be will do what they wish; and whatever a majority of the
Ute agree upon, that will be right. If you want to talk about it among yourselves,
talk:; if you wa,ut to talk to me about it, I will hear what you have to say; but do
not let this question about a few Utes staying a few years on the Cimarron interfere
with this question, that is for the good of all the Utes for all time. I would like every
Ute man that wanted to do what was not bad to have his own way. I woulcl be glad
if I could do just what I wanted to all the time; but I cannot. Often I have to give
up what I think is hest, on account of the opinion of other people. So it is with every
man, whether a white man or a red man. So it is wit,h some of the men here. They
do not like to give up their opinion; but they tliink it best to give up for the good uf
all. I have not yet found out what you all think; perhaps I wi11 find ont that more of ·
tho Utes -will say, as they did last year, "We do not want to sell this country." Maybe not; but I want to know what a majority think about it.
OURAY. 'l'bis is what all say: Curicante and all the camp will go to Cimarron;
then they will go and see the President, and if the President allows them to st::iy, then
it is all right, and if the President orders them to come t,o the reservation, it is all
right. This is the opinion of all.
Mr. BRUN0'l'. Do I understand that they drop the question, and after the council
they will go and see the President, and do as be decide~ '?
OURAY. The Indians that belong thern will go back, but puricante will go from
here to Washington to see the President.
Mr. BRUNOT. It is important that I undP-rstancl it. I do not want to make a mistake.
Shall I understand the New Mexico Utes agree to what the other Utes do, and then
Curicante and the others will go to see the President; or do they mean to go away
and leave the matter of the land unsettled 1
OURAY. Sliow us on the map where the mines are.
(Mr. Brunot then showed them on the map the liues of the reservation aml the new
lines be proposed to make.)
0 RAY. The southern line is not as we agreed to. We agree to let the mines go.
Mr. BRU OT. We had better say nothing about the southern line. That is one of
the things you have to tell the President a.bout.
RAY. 'l'he New Mexico Indians claim the part in New Mexico-all below the river
an Juan.
Mr. lJ_RU OT. I propose to leave fifteen or twenty miles above the Colorado linfl, o
th re w1U still be a country there for them. (He then explained, with the map, fully
what h proposed to do.)
RAY. We are willing to se11 only the mountaius where the miners are, and not to
11 au~ f the_ vall~y~. (.A. full discussion o,·er the map followed, the Indian freely
XJ r 111g their op1mon.)
·
.
T. Maybe these mountains are not just rip;ht on the map; the white men
fr. BR
w •r 11 there.
R Y. Th min s we will sell, but the·Weeminucbes want the southern boundarv. fi .· cl. Tl~ mountains ar Jarge ancl the Rio Grande ri es in them. .A.re there any
111111
on h ·1cl n nr the ~in Miguel River f
fr. Bit N T. 'fhe r a on I want to put that part iu is, there may be miues ther
nn<l th u h r ·would be tLe sn.rne trouble again. I do not know anythinoabout the
0
· nntr_y.
.
RA:· Tb mountains with mines we will sell, but thoso -where the mine are not
m we will no , ell.
Ir. Bn N • I <lid not com to please the miner · hnt what I want is to save the
te fr mall ronl I with th min r .
'
HAY. Tak th bearl of the Rio 'rande a.nd its t;ibutarie
and the stream that
run n th ther id of h monntai1rn, w will not sell. •
'
i lr. BR '.'<T. Y u will have to decide on some line that will show where the miner:can go.
' H \ Y.
h h acl · of th tr am that rnn into th Rio ran cl will be th b und .
T_hf ·011 ra ·t W_' mak , , copy f i mu8t be in_ the J..iaocls of the agent ne in th~
h, !Hl. of ~h b1 f and on you titke to the Preinrlent. We ,vill uot sell ou the an
~1 1~11 ·l., ~l~ ~-,, m~1 t b p . ts pu in tlrnt th rniu r cannot pa. s .
• Ir. 1,nt i: 1. \\ mu.t un<l ·r taud ·a ·b otJi ·r h •tt •r or our falk will J., fi r n thin~.
T
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If tlic Utes ::;ell a portiuu of tlleir couutry, the price is rcgitlatcd uy the quantity they
sell.
OuR.\Y. We have no interest in selling any of it.
.
)Ir. BRU~0T. If you thiuk it is not your interest to sell it, you must not sell any of 1t.
QURAY. We want to sell the portion around the head of t,he Rio Grande, aud we
want security that the miners will not go any further.
Mr. BRUX0T. I could not make any agreement for a little piece of country where the
miners only are now.
OURAY. The piece of larnl we offer to sell is not so small; it is large. 'rhe mountains are loug, and where the miuers are we will :sell to the edge of the mouutains, and
none of the bottom-lands.
Mr. BRUNOT. The difficulty in snch a contract is, there will always be quarreling as
to where the lines are, an<l t.here will be more trouble than there is now.
OURAY. It must be measured, and the lines all marked so all c::.n see them.
Mr. BRUNOT. It would take five years and one hundred men to do that. ·what I
thi nk is, that the Utes had better sell all the mountain country. Suppose I were to
make a, contract for where the miners a.re now, it wonld take all the Utes and one thousand soldiers to stand around it to see that the miners did not go to the other mountains, and instead of stoppiug the trouble it would make it worse. The monntaius
west of it, the miners would be hunting mines in. Suppose there are no mines in the
part west, and suppose the Utes make a bargain for it.
OUR.\.Y. vVe cannot do what yon want.
Mr. BRUNOT. But I want yon to hear what I have to say. Suppose you sdl the mountains, and if there is no go1'1 in them, then it would be ~L heneti t to yon. The Utes get
the pay for them aud the Americans would stay awa,y. But suppose there are mines
t hiwe, it will not stop the trouble; we could not keep the .people away.
Ou1u Y. w·hy cannot yon stop them ; is uot the Government strong enough to keep
its agreements with us '?
Mr. BRUNOT. What Ouray S'f.Lj'S is reasonable. I-would like to stop them; but Ouray
knows it is hard to do.
OURAY. In regard to the mountains around the mines, we do not say anything, but
to take in so much laud we will not agree to it. We know wllat the Government has
to do by the treaty, and we know how you are talking about the trouble. You are a
commissioner on the part of the Government; we are on our own part. If you do not
want to buy or we do not want to sell, it is all right. The whites can go and take the
gold and come out again. We do not want them to build houses there.
Mr. BRUNOT. I told you I would not have come if I had not wanted to benefit the
Utes. I wanted to befriend you. I do not think I would be doing what was good for
the Utes if I did what Ouray wants. It need not prevent the contract from being
made, but I will not ma,ke it. I will tell the President, and he may send somebody
el~e, and they may buy just wha,t the Utes want to sell now, and ~n another year they
w11l find the miners as bad somewhere else, and then they may send somebody else.
You understand why I will not agree to it. But it is all right if you do not make an
agreement with me; it will not make any difference; I will try and have you protected as well as I ca,n. I will do as I did before. I will ask the President to drive
the miners away as I did last fall, but a thousand other men will tell the President to
let them alone. Perhaps he will do as I say, perhaps not.
·
OURAY. That is all impossible. The whites are not my brothers; they can do as they
please.
Mr. BRUNOT. I want you to think about this a little more. Last fall yon said you
woul~ not sell any of your land. I thought you were right in not wanting to sell the
~armrng-lands, but you have now decided you ought to sell some of it. If you think a
~1ttle longer, y~m may see the mountains are of no use to you, -and you may decide it
1s hest to provide for your children and sell them.
The council hero adjourned.

Thlrcl day-Tuesday, September 9.
Owing to the absence of botl.J interpreters, no council was held to-c1a.y.

lt'oiirih cla!J- Wednesday, Se_,.rJtember 10.
After waiting- till twoo'clock for the return of either of the interpreten, council couvene_cl, with Do~tor Phillips as Spanish interpreter.
'
Pnor to opcmu,r the council, the Iudia11s spent two bonrs in cousultation amou(T
0
tl1eu11,1•lves, Ouray explaining hy the map the proposed Jin •s.
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At fonr o'clock p. m., iu opening the council,
Mr. Bn NOT said: There were some Iudiaus traveling once w1tq their tents aiul aU
they hacl. They came to a river; it looked high aud (bngerons; some thong-ht it wa
dangnons to cro s, others thonght not. They did not know what they bad better
do about it. Then they decided to call npon the Great Spirit to help them. They gut
their praying men 011 the ba,nk of the river, and they all went over safely. That is
what tbe Iu<lians said; they crossed over and all was right with them. I am going to
a k the Great, pirit to help us, and perhaps we may all come to one mind about thi .
Mr. Brnnot then led in prayer.
:i\Ir. Brnnot then said this letter of the Commissioner tol<l me to come and make
a bargain with the Utes for all 'tbe country sonth of the thirty-eightb degree,
(showing it on the map.) When I come and know how things are, I would rather
the Utes honld keep some of t,he country on the sonth, (showing it on the map, )
because I thiuk it is good for them. As the friend of the Utes, I have made some
marks to show the be t thing I can do for them that I think Congress will approve.
If I thongbt Congress woul(l agree to it, aud I thought it was good for you, I would
mark the lines just where yon waut them. If I were to do that it would not be of
any a e. Cougres$ would· not a.gree to it, and it would be ju t as it was before I
came here. I have made the lines in the very best place that I can for the Utes that
Congr ss will agree to. lf yon agree to that, I will be glad, because I think it will be
good for you and good for eve1·ybody. It is for you to i,ay what we shall do. If you
agree to that, I think it will be all right; if you do not agree to it, it will be all
right o far a I am concerned, for it will not be my fault. I came and did the be t I
could for yon. It is your coU11try, and you can do just as you please about it. I am
sure that if you agree to make the contract I have offered, it will be good for you:
and whether you do it or not I am all the same your frieud, and I hope you and the
white will always be friends. Wlrn,tever happens hereafter, I arn willing to sta,nd by
the words I have said, and if yon let me go away in a day or two, you cannot
blame me or the President, for ho has done all that he could. He has sent me to clo
what i ri~ht, and to settle the qnestion about these mountains. lf the spring come ,
and tlrn nnuers come in crowds and want to go into all parts of the reservation, it may
then be too late to settle the q_nestion in a friendly way. Sometimes war begins when
nobody wants it, because some b~td people do something they ought not. When the
war begn,n b tween the people in the Norc,h and in the South, nobody wanted it, but
bad p opl brought it on; good people did not want it, but bad people brought it on,
and good p ople had to suffer. It was the same way wit,h the poor fellows on the we ter!1 coa ·t; some bad people began the trouble, and see where it enc.led with the Modocs.
After tb trouble began, good people everywhere tried to stop it, but it was then too
late, and it could uot be topped uutil now all of them are gone. Captain Jack wa
not a bad man :1t the beginning, but bad men brought the trouble on, aud. good men
could not stop 1t.
0 RAY. We believe that.
Mr. BH i OT. I am talking abont this becan. e I am sorry in my heart that such thin~
com ., bnt there are bacl men a11d tlrny bring abont such thing-s, aud men wu ·t be a.
rar f_ul a th y can, and make very effort to prevent such things. Yon all know how
careful you are to do no harm, t,hat these bacl meu cannot have any rea on to do wrong
to ~•on. Altliot~gh you do that •bich is right, your agent and your frie_ud.s )rn,ve to
deft>rlll yon ag:unst the8e men. fo spite of all the friends of the Indian rn this conntry can cl?, and they say the Indiaus are good, ba,d men are trying to bring about
. ronhl' with y~n. , 'ome men ay, L et t,his matter go on; let it alone and it will ~x
•t. Pl~; tl.wr will be trouble with th Ute and theu we will get all tlrnir couutry for
11otl1111g. P<';hap. it 1?1ay bE' so aud perhaps not, but this I know, it is better t? make
:i ~oml ha,rg_:uu, of wbwh yonr children will get the benefit, than to take :10y n k .. I
think that 1s •ood. ns , and that is the talk of one fri ))(l to anotl.Jcr. If the wb1tf·
P op! go into ~be mountain it is ri~llt that you should get p,ty for them. If yon
· ell th' nwnntallls the way I point out, and the Government agrees to pay yon ::25,00t•
per y~ar fl· long a you and )·our d.esce uclants live, it will always be good. Whell tlla
hargarn 1 wade and if th •re i uo gold there, and th white people do not wan to
ta~• th r , yon ha.v th n e of the monutain jnst the 1:mm , ancl the pay for them too.
In • om<• PU;t of tll n~onntain., I <lo not kuow whether the white people wonld ta· ~1r
1!ot. hn t I 1 •ar tlwy will wau t to go tb re; but if they do not stay th re you g •t JI' ul
for it i~ll th . am . If you ell a uig piece of conn try, I cau pay more for it tha.11 if you
_Pll a, ht,tl J>•
• , orn plac !i th ·y will go in aud 1:1crape the ground· they will not
llllcl au gold and th 11 th y will go away.
. 'HAY. For that rea:ou your •<111ire a htrge piece, and if they clo n t want it tb •
will f!.O away.
- Ir. Bit • · T. or the l rcr pi c I can ofii•r a large sum. La t yp,ar th com mi. ioo
h· t '"a h •r ~ told m th y w •r •oing to offer for ,tll b low th li ue of :3 , ( bown 011
tlw m: J> ) and. wonlcl pa.,v yon fort II y ar but little mor each yt>:ir thau I now offer
0 Jla · ac-11 \<•ar for ·\'1•r. The 'o\·ernm('ll , cli<l not tell me wh~i.t to offer to the ·
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I kuow what the commission last vear proposed to offer, but because the Government
did uot tell me, I offer yon the largest amouut that I think the Gov_ernruent will agree to
.pay. That wonld be $25,001) per year, every year, forever. Besides that, I say that
when the President thinks it is time, he will put an agency on the southern part of t~e
reservat,ion, and tilat will cost more money. The building _of houses and wh_at 1s
wanted for an agency will not come out of the $25,000; that 1s the . offer; that 1s the
best I think Congress will agree to; if you agree to it, I will be very glad, aud we will
make out a paper with it all in it. We will make three copies; one for me to take
to the President, one for Ouray, and one for the agent to keep, and all who agree
to it will put their names to the paper. Ouray or some other chief-:1 would have to go
-and see the Indians who are not here, and get their names to the paper. Then Onray
will bring that paper to Washington, and one each of the Mauches, Capotes, and Weeminuches are to go with him, and they can tell the President_that they want to stay
on the Cimarron, and one of the Apaches could go, too, and tell the President what
they want. I think you can understand that is all tlrnt I can offtff, and I want you to
say yes or no to-day. I want yon to tell me this evening what you will do. We have
talked it all over. You want to go to your camps, and I want to go to my home, a long
way off, as soon as I can.
(011ray here talked to his people for some time. A discussion followed as to the lines,
the Indians saying some were farming inside the proposed lines.)
Mr. BRUNOT. If any Indians are now cultivating the soil in any part of the reservat ion, I will put it in the paper if you wish that tlrny shall not be disturbed. I kuow
very well that this arrangement will put you to some inconvenience, but that is why
we offer a large sum of money. We have to look at things as they are aud we must
g ive up little things to accomplish great ones. You sell the country, and get a good
price for it. The privilege of going across the couutry will not be taken from you.
Yon can travel by all the roads.
OUHAY. It is a large piece of country. We want the lines smaller, (making lines on
the map taking iD: only where the miners now are.)
Mr. BRUNOT. As I said before, I would like to fix it. I see and understand what
you would lik , and I would like to fix it that way if I thought it would be agreed to by
Congress. I want to do all I can for you. If I would do that, I will tell you what
would happen. The report would go out, and everybody would say the Utes have sold
their country, and the white people would come in crowrls. Next winter the paper
wou ld go before Congress, and Congress would say no. That is not what he should
have done; he should have Lought all of these mountains. Congress would not agree to
it, and the country would be so full of people we wonld never put them out, and the
resnlt would be, instead of helping the Otes, I would be only bringing on trouble, and
rather than hnrt yon Ly what I do, I would prefer to go home and do nothing.
OuR.\Y. There is plenty of game in the mountains. The majority are opposed to it.
I am in favor of it, hnt it does not amount to auytiliug.
Mr. BRUNOT. I understancl Ouray to sa,y the Utes are not willing to make the bargain
with the lin es I have pointed out. I could make a paper show ing the lines you seem
to be in favor of. Then the miners would come in there; not ouly those who break
the laws, but those who do right; all would come in and tile mountains wonld be
filled with miners. Congress wonlcl not decide about the paper till next spring, and
by that time the miners woulcl l>e saying, "We want to go farther;" and a thousand
people in Colorado would say I did not uo right; and Congress would say tlie law they
pasRed told me about buying all this country;· and Congress would not agree to what
I die\; :i,ncl when th~y look at the paper they would say they did not agree to it; and
it would turn out, instead of having done something good for the Utes, the ·country
would be foll of miners and no bargain at all. Now, the way the matter stands, I have
made tile best offer that I can for the good of the Utes that Congress will agree to. I
will have to sha,ke handi, and go home, and leave the Largain with the Utes, or somebody else to make.
OURAY. We uo not wish to sell the p:i,rt below, and we want tbe line farther east.
Mr. BRUNOT. I ilave done the best I can for you; it is all over, and we part good
friends; a,ud wo may as well adjourn the council. I understand what you wi1nt. I
have done what I think is best for you; it does not snit you, and I think we bad better adjonm the council. We have had a long talk for notiling, but I guess it is all
right. Perhaps there is Romething you do not know. I would say in the paper you
co nld hunt in the part sold as long as there is any game in it. But I see you do not
wiRb to agree to my proposition, aud we will now close the council.
Tbe council here adjonrne<l.

Fifth duy-Thu1·sday, September 11.
Thero was no conucil held to-day, but the commission waited, expecting the Indians
v. uulll decide to enter iuto tho arlicles of con vent1ou, it l.Jeiug their OJ>inion that a
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large proportion of the Utes were in favor of so doing, the principal men of tlie Taheqnaclw (Ouray' men) ha·dng expressed themselves as favorable to it. During the
clay th following articles of convention were prepared as embodying the views of the
com mi, sio11 a to what onght to be do11e:
ARTICLES OF CONVENTION.

Articles of a convention made and entered into at the Los Pinos agc•ncy for the "Cte
Iudian,, 011 the 13th day of September, 1873, by and between Felix R. Brunot, commi ioner in behalf of the United States, and the chiefs, head-men, and men of the ,
Tabequache, Muache, Capote, Weeminuche, Yampa, Grand River, and Uintah bands of
the Ute Indians, witnesseth: That whereas a treaty was made with the confederated
hand of the Ute Nation on tbe second day of March, A. D. 1868, and proclaimed by
the President of the UnHed States on the sixth day of November, 1868, the second
article of which defines by certain lines the limits of a reservation to be owned and
occupied by the Ute Indians; and whereas, by act of Congress approved April 23, 1 ,2.
the ecretary of the Interior was " authorized and empowered to enter into negotiations with the Ute Indians in Colorado for the extinguishment of their right" to a certain portion of said reservation, and a commission was appointed on the first da,y of
,July, 1 72, to condnct 1:1aid negotiations; and whereas said negotiations having failed,
owing to the refusal of said Indians to relinquish their right to any portion of said
reservation, a new commission was appointed by the Secretary of the Interior by letter of June 2, 1873, to conduct said negotiation:
ow, therefore, Felix R. Brunot, commissioner in behalf of the United States, and
the chiefs and people of the Tabequache, Muache, Capote, \,Veeminuche, Yampa, Grancl
H.iver, :ind intah, the confederated bands of the Ute N::ttion. do enter into the followi ug agr erncut:
·
ARTICLE I.
The confederated bands of the Ute Nation hereby relinquish to the United tate
all right, title, interest, and claim in and to·the following-describerl. portion of the r
ervation heretofore conveyed to them by the United States, viz: Beginning at a point
on the eastern boundary of said reservation, fifteen miles due north from the southern
b~undary of the Territory of Colom.do, and running thence west on a line parallel
with the aid southern boundary to a point on said line twenty miles due ea t of the
western boundary of Colorado Territory; thence north by a line parallel with the aid
western boundary to a point ten miles north of the point where said line inter ect
the_3 th paraHel of north latitude; thence east to the eastern boundary of the re. ervat10n, and thence south along said boundary to the plaee of beginning: Prorided.
1:'hat if any pnrt of the Uncompagre Park shail he found to extend south of the 001th
line of aid described country, the same is not intended to he included therein, and i
hereby res rved and retained as n, portion of the Ute reservation.
ARTICLE

II.

The United States shall permit the Ute Indians to bnnt upon said lant1s so long a
tho O'ame lasts and the Indian are at peace with the white people.
ARTICLE

III.

_Th .,.n itecl, tate. agree to set ap:ut and hold as a perpetual trnst for the "C"te Iuclmn , a nm of money, or its equivalent in bonds, which shall be sufficient to produce
t_ho nm of twenty-five thousand dollars(. ·25,000) per annum; which um of twentyf1Vc thousand dollars per annum shall be disbursed or invested at the discretion of th
?r
icl ut, or as be ruay direct, for the use and benefit of the Ute Indians, annnall~·
forev •r.
ARTICLE IV .
. Tb
nitNl • tat es ag~ee! o oon a the President mny deem it nece sa.ry or expeclt •nt, t r' · proper buildmgs and stabli h an aO'ency for the \Ve minnche, Mnacb •
aud 'apot hand of the to Indian s, at some sui tal>le point to be hereaft r elc t I
on th outb ·ru part of th re crvation.
AnTICLE

V.

. All th pr vi ion· of th_ tr aty of 1 68 not altered. by- this agr em nt hall conti_nu
m for· ; and. th following w rcls from article two of aid. trt'aty, viz: ' The ·1.11t
• ~at· n w ol mnly agr e tllat no p r ons except those herein authorized to do .
1
• ·tp
ll<'h offi · r , agent , and mp]oycs of tlie Gov rnm eut a may be authorized
ut •r upon lndiau r crvatious i11 discbarcre of duti s eujuincd by iaw, hnll n:r
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permitted to pass over, settle upon, or reside in the territory" described in the article,
"except as herein otherwise provided," are hereby expressly re-affirmed, except so far
as they applied to the country herein relinquished.
ARTICLE

VI.

In consideration of the services of Ouray, head chief of the Ute Nation, he shall
receive a salary o( one thonsanc1 dollars per annum for the term of ten years, or so long
as he shall remain head chief of the Utes and at peace with the United States.
ARTICLE

VII.

This agreement is subject to ratification or rejection by the C1 ng~·ess of tlrn Unitetl
States and the President.

Sixth day-F1·iday, September 12.
Many of the chiefs expressed themselves as willing to sign the articles of agreeme11t,
but it was thought best to wait until the head chief signed. it. The Iudia1.s couni:.:eled
in regard to it all day.

Serenth day-Satitrday, September 13.
Ouray and all the p1incipal men came and expressed a willingness to sign the articles
of convention, provided after doing so some of the r!3presentative men of the different
bands, accompanied by the secretary of toe commission, should visit the country sold,
a11d, if it proved to be mining and not farming land, then all the Indians should sign
it; if the reverse was the case, then the agreement should be inoperative as lacking
the assent of the necessary three-fourths of the tribe. The articles of convention were
then signed by all the Indians present-being the chiefs and head-men of all the bands
who bad. been represented in the council.
THOMAS K. CREE,
Secretary Special Ute Commission.

INTERVIEW WITH OURAY, CHIEF o :F TUE UTES .
.. CHEYENNE, WYO., June 24.
A dispatch was received from Charles Adams, agent of the Ute Indians at Los Pinos
reservation, Colorado, sayiug that Ouray, head chief of the Utes, was at Denver and
desired to see Mr. Brunot. We telegraphed him to come up.
JUNE 25.
Agent Adams and Ouray arrived at noon. The object of Oura,y's visit was to bear
what prospect there was of the recovery of his son, a young man who had been captnred by the Sioux in a battle between them and the Utes on the Republican River, in
Kansas, some ten years ago; since when he had not been able to hear anything of the
boy, except that he learned from a Mexican woman, who bad lived among the Sioux,
that the captive boy was still alive.
•
On the visit of Mr. Brunot to the Ute agency, in 1872, Ouray bad asked that an effort
should be made to find him and restore him to his tribe. Subsequently we ascertained
that the boy had been captured or passed into the bands of the Northern Arapahoes on
the North Platte, and after several years had gotten among the Southern Arapahoes.
Before introducing the ohject of the visit, Mr. Brunot referred to a conversation he
had had with Ouray at liis agency, in which Ouray promised that he would find out
the murderers of Miller-agent of the Navajoes-who had been killed by his Indians
some months previously.
·
Mr. BRUNOT said. I am glad you found out about the men who killelf Agent Miller.
OURAY. We killed one, the other escaped to the Moquis Pueblo village. They were
'-'Veeminuche Utes; the main hand were up in Utah; these two had strayed behind;
they followed Agent Miller and killed him to get his mules. They wore out all summer,
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and were afraid to como in, and wore almost starved. They eat up both the mule
heforo we found them . I was sorry the one was killed; I wanted to bring him in and
give him up to the ar.rent to be punished. We followed the other one but could not
catch biru. If be ev~r comes back we will get him and br1 ng him to the agent.
Mr. BRUNOT then explained to Ouray that when he was at the agency an officer with
solrl iers was then buot,inµ: the mnr<lerers; and aft,er Ouray had pro111ised to find them,
the officer ar.rree,l, if Mr. Brunot would write him a lPtter and ask hirn to do so, to go
back anrl let Ouray find the Indians who bad committed the mnrder.
OuHAY said at tbat time noue of the Utes knew who bad killed Mr. Miller.
Mr. BRUNOT then told him of the efforts he bad been making to find bis boy; told
him be bad been among tb.e Sioux and had beard where the boy was, and hoped t~at
he would be able to get him and take him to the Utes.
OUHA y said the Government is stron~, and can do what it wants; if the Government
will do what it can for me and get my boy, I will do what I can fur the Governmentm
regard to onr lanfls.
·
Mr. BHUNOT. We are t,rying to do what we can abont the boy. If the Utes had a boy
among th em that we wanted, the Otes would hirlo him away. We have to be very careful. The Arapahoes may run him a1Yay; we must be careful. We want to get your
boy borne; and whatever can be done to get him we will do. It matters not how much
mono~' it costs, or how much trouble it is, we will do all we can to get h im, and we want
to do what is right aod kind for the lnuians. When I saw you some of the Indian
talkecl bad, but I kuew they did not kuow any better, and I thought some day they
would find ont, what was right, and they will find out that the PresiJent is their friend
and wants to do right. How soon do you waut to have a council about your land Y
Mr. ADAMS. Ouray said it would be best for yon to come and talk with them, and Ji!\
proposed wu 1-1l10uld come to Clrnyenne and talk with yon. Last fall they opposed the
remontl of their agency; now they want it moved fifty miles wei:;t. I have to run two
eRtablisluue11ts; one for our cattle and one for the agoncy. By putting the agency at
GnnniHon Hiver, we could do awa,y with one of them. It is a lower and warmer country, aoct conl<l be cultivated. We aro farming at the herding camp now. The Indian
cam p i 0111.v one day's rid e from tho proposed new itgency site. Now the fodiaos cannot come to the agency in wi u ter at, ull.
Mr. Bn NOT. I tbiuk if the agency is ruoved it ought to be put where it will not
hnvo to be moved again.
OURAY. We do not care abont the mountains, but the Uncompn.gre country we will
not sdl. If we sell the mountains we fear the whites will bring stock into the ncompagr country, an<l then trouble will begin again. If a line could be made, and
all the whites kept inside of H, ':"e wonld sell the ruining region. At pr~sent, the
Colorado people Olll, want the mrncs. \Ve wallt to kuow tllat our couutry will be kept

for ns.
'
Mr. BRUXOT. Personally I <lo not care about yo11r selling, and woul<l not have gonl'

last ~•ear, ouly I w ot to see that, no i11j11st,ice was dono t,Le Indian s. I thought when I
was there ~-ou llad better li sten to tLe c01umi1:,sionen;, au<l thus save trouble. I have
u~ fancy f?r t,~e miners who go whore they have uo right to go. Have there beeu more
Inln l"l:I g'OJDO' 111'

fr. ADA I . YPs. Ouray krC'ps his peop]c awayfi-0111 them.
Mr. B1rnN0T. I asked the Prosit1euL to make an order to dri vc 1.hc miners out. The
Pr id nt h ·ard Ouray bad changed his mind aud would sell the rnines, so it ,wa
thon~ht be8t to stop the execntion of the order for a wbih~.
Mr. Al>AMH. O11ray doe not know tho order was countcrurnnde<1 .
fr. B!llJ, ' OT. We went to tb • Sl.ioshones last year; they have mines in their country.
The' h~td the country wa of no use to them, and they sold it, and now the miner are
th 1r fnrmlt:1. Tlwy wauted to be paid in cattle; they aro to gcL them, o many each
:r•·ar. Tli1•y arc all very much pleased about it. I was to 1-,ee tho • ioux two years a"'o.
a11d th Y ball their agency on the bank of the riYer. I told them it was a bad placethey wonl'1 have trouble with the whiLes. I want.cd thcru to be put it in a good pla
w~er. th Gov rnment would proteet them. Th e_y would not do so then, but I went
tl11 tun to them and they saiu th 'Y would pnt it where I wanted, as they now aw
v. hat I told th m wa ' trn . I want the Sioux to promise not to come o,or the railroad.
I do uot want th m to fi •ht with tho tes, or aoybo<ly else.
ru~. I woulcl like to c you com down thero, but no one from the Territory o
r~m_ie w1 h .ron. Everybody from the Territory is intere tcd in buyino- my count~.
I 1 • b t you ·om down au<l k ep the matter quiet aud not 1 •t tho people of the
'
Tf-rr1tory kuow of it.
Mr. B1i · T. Tbey wrot meal tt r from ,vashiugton, and a~kod who I wanted t
~o. I wrot~ and ~old ~Li m if they 1; nt anybou_y thcn.i they had better aeu<l tho~ who
r '.~ no~ h; 1_0 th fe_n1tory. I told them if I was to go and bold a council I did no
ant, u~ of th whites who were there b •fore to be 1> •rmiLtcd to come. They en m
n li•rt r • 1Hl tolcl nrn th r wa a man 11a1nr,l Po,Yl'll wlto thrr tho1wht, wa a good
1111111 t<> uo-what do yon thi11!. of him?
'
·
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OURAY. I would not object if Mr. Powell suits you, but I do not wish any one who
lives in the Territory to come.
·
Mr. BRUNOT, He is the explorer, and does not belong to the Territory.
OuR,\Y. I would not object to him.
·
Mr. BRUNOT. Do you think a council could be held and the whites kept away?
Mr. ADAMS. I think so. Ouray has given orders to his men to keep away from the
miners. I heanl some of the parties who were at the council last year would be back
again. '
.
Mr. BRUNOT. I -asked that none should come unless invited by the c0mmission. I
said that if Ouray wanted me to go, and the President asked me, if I could do any
good to Ouray's people I would go. I said I would not go unless Ouray sent word that
it would be of some use for me to come.
Mr. ADAMS. You would want to see all the Ute Indjans we can get to attend?
Mr. BRUNOT, I would want to see all the Indians who can be got together.
OURAY. Where are you going now? ·
Mr. BRUNOT. To see the Crows. How long before you could get your people together,
and when would be the best time for me to come f
OURAY. How long will you be at the Crows? You know-bow soon you could get to
the Ute agency. In August the Utes will be hunting, but the captains can come in.
Mr. BRUNOT. If a treaty is made it is necessary three-fourths of the people agree
to it.
OURAY. I will talk with them and do what I can.
Mr. BRUNOT. It used to be just what the chief said; but this treaty is different; it
says three-fourths of the adult male Indians, and I want the treaty carried out. From
now till August we wm try and get Ouray's boy; and, if we can, we will take him
with us. If we cannot get him, then Ouray must not be too sorry ; we will still try
and get him. I hope we will get him then.
OURAY. Bring the boy if you can; if you cannot I will be sorry.
Mr. BRUNOT. We will do the best we can. Your boy talks English.
OURAY. A brother of Friday's captured the boy; he died, and Friday took the boy.
Mr. BRUNOT. 'l'he boy's name is Friday?
· OURAY, Several years ago, when the Arapahoes came to Denver, I heard there was a
Ute boy called Friday; but I never could see him.
Mr. BRUNOT. They kept him away?
OURAY. I heard two or three years ago from a Mexican woman that the boy was
alive. I would not know him.
Mr. BRUNOT. When Ouray looked for the boy at Denver the Arapahoes kept him
away, and we want to get him before they hide him now. I think you had better not
tell your people the boy is coming, for if he does not, they will think something is
wrong.
·
OURAY. I understand. I want to see the boy. The Utes understand you now. They
have learned that you have worked good for other Indians before, and we think you
will work g;ood for us. I will tell them what you say, and they w·ill know you are our
friend.
H.espectfnlly submitted.
THOMAS K. CREE,
Secretary.

E.
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE
CROW TRIBE OF INDIANS.
. Sm: We have the honor to report that under our appointment as special commiss10~ers _to negotiate with the Crow tribe of Indians, contained in your letter of May 1,
1 73,

VIZ :

L etter of the honorable Secretary of the Interior.

"DEPARTlliENT OF THE INTERIOR,
'' Waskington, D. C., May 14, 1873,
."Sm: _I have re_ceived your letter of the 21st ultimo, recommending the appointment
of a special comm1s~ion to visit the Crow tribe of Indians with a view of negotiatinO'
an agreement with the chiefa and head-men of said tribe of Indians in the 'l'erritory of
Montana for the surrender of their r e ervation in said Territory, or of such part thereof
as may be consistent with tho welfare of said Indians, as provided by the act of March
3, 1 73.
·
31 I
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"Iu com pliance with said recommendation, I hereby appoint Hon. F . R. Brunot, of the
boarcl of Indian commissioners, "Col. E. C. Kemble, of New York, and ff. E. Alvord, of
Vfrgiuia to constitute said commission, for the purpose mtmed by you.
'' .Mes ~·s. Kemble and Alvord will be allowed compensati0n at the rateof$8 per day,
in addition to their actual and necessary expenses, while engaged in the performance
of this duty. Mr. Brunot will be allowed only bis actual expenses.
"Yon will he pleased to prepare instructions for the guidance of said commission, a.
draught of which you will submit to this Department for its approval.
"Very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
"C. DELANO,
"Secretary.
"Tbe COMl\nSSIOXEn Ol<' lxDIAN AFFAIRS."
an<1 the instructions of the honorable Comrnisstoner of Indian Affairs contaiued in !<he
following letter:

Lefler of the hono1'able Commissfo11er of Indian .A:ff'airs.
" DEPARTMENT OF THl~ lNTEHIOR,
" OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

" Wash'ington, D. C., May 31, 1873.
"Sm: By the terms of an act of Congress approved March 3, 1873, it is provided:
'That the Secretary of the Interior be, and lte is hereby, authorized to negotiate with
the cbiefa and head-men of tltc Crow tribe of Indians in the Territory of Montana for
the surrender of their reservation iu said Territory, or of such part thereof as may be
consistent with the welfare of said Indians: Provided, That any such negotiation shall
leave the remainder of said reservation in compact form and in good locality for farming purposes, having within it a sufficiency of good land for farming, and a sufficiency
for water and timl)er; and if there is upon such reservation a locality where fishing
could be valuable to the Indians, to include the same, if practicable; and the Secretary
ba]l report his action, in pursuance of this act, to Congress, at the next session thereof,
for its confirmation or rejection.'
"Pursuant to the provisions of the foregoing act, and in compliance with the p.irection contained in let,ter of the honorable Secretary of the Interior, under date of the
14th instant, yon are informed that a special commission has been appointed, consi ting of your olf, a chairman, in conjnnction with "Col. E. C. Kemble, of New York, an rl
JI. E. Alvord, of Virginia, to visit tlle Crow tribe of Indians and negotiate an agreerneat with them to the end that the objects of saicl act may be affected.
"Yon will proceed to the Crow agency, and, after consultation with the United SLate80' nt for the tribe, will assemble the Indians in open council, at some point on the re ·rvatiou deemed most desirable for the purpose, and explain to them the purport ancl
obj ct of the act of March 3, 1873, and of your visit.
"Tbe Crow reserve was established pursuant to the treaty with tltem concluded May
7, 1 6 , an i it. bounded as follows: 'Commencing where the 107th degree of longitude
w t of Greenwich crosses the south boundary of Montana Territory; thence nor~h
al?ng Raicl 107th meridian to the mid-channel of the Yellowstone River; thence up saul
m1d-chaunol of the Yellowstone, to the point where it crosses the said southern boundary of Montana, being the 45th degree of north latitude; aml thence east along aid
para11,1 of latitude to the place of beginning.'
"• u_ ? an . xteut of_territory being greatly in excess of the quantity required for t_he
n
1ti . of the Indians, and the northern bonndary thereof, throughout its entlfe
~ I)gth ~ rng in close proximity to the proposed line of the Northern Pacific Railro~d.
1t 1 dr 1rable that the Indians hould relinqui h to the Government at least a portion
th r of, and con ent to confine themselves within more circumscribed limits.
"It i with thi end primarily iu view that you should conduct yom negotiation
nnd r th f, r going appoiutment.
' ou will xplam to the Indians that it is the desire of the Government that they
sh uld a opt agr~cnltural and pa toral pur uit to the encl that they may in time b · ll'! lf- u, t:unrng and pro perous, and that in order to encourage them in the cult1vat10n of n h pursuit all pos ible aicl will be afforded them in the way of stock and
an-ri nltnral implement .
•'hou_ld Y u tind th_ m willing to relinqui h upon rasonable terms any portion of their
r . rvat10n t tb
01t d tat , you will cause written articles of ao-reement to tha
t·tl
b pr par cl and duly igned by the chiefs and head-mea of tho tribe, and by
1·0. h m mh r f the ommi ion.
' nch aO'reement must clearly describe the portion f
the r · rv~t1on d d and tho c n icleration to be paid therefor expressed in uch form
• . a lm1t of_ !b Iar:ge di cr>ti !1 b ing exercised by the D~partment in relati~n
tlu manner ol rnv t100- r xpeodmg. uch con icleration for the welfare of the Iud1au- .
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"Portions of the reservation are very mountainous, and uudoubtedly rich in minerals
of different kinds. Many mining claims are now being worked by white settlers on
the reserve and as reported by the agent, some of them were located before the
country wa~ set ~.part as a reser~e for the Crows, and the miners in consequence claim
priority of right. In view of these facts the agent _h as also h_eretofore r_ecom~ended
that the Crows should be induced to cede that portion of thell' reservation lymg between the waters of the Big Horn and Yellowstone R.ivers, as the only way in which
satisfactory adjustment can be made of the difficulties that will otherwise inevitably
arise between the miners and the Indians. You will, however, in negotiating with the
Indians, he governed by your own judgment as to the portion most desirable for them
to cede, taking due care that the portion retained by them shall be of a character
best adapted to their necessities, with the end in view of their eventually becoming an
agricultural and pastoral people.
"Care should also be exercised, in negotiating any agreement, that the portion of the
reservation retained by the Indians for their use and occupancy shall be in compact
form and in good locality for a,g ricultural purposes, due regard being paid to the quantity of tillable land within its limits, as well as the sufficiency of the supply of water
and timber. Also, if practicable, to include such .fisheries as may be of value to the
Indians as a means of furnishing them with supplies of food.
"It must also be clearly understood that any agreement made with the Indians will
be of validity only upon its ratification by Congress, and this fact should be impressed
at every opportunity thoroughly and forcibly upon t,he minds of the Indians, in order
that no misunderstanding relative thereto may exist on their part.
"Another matter to which you will give your attention is the contemplated change
in the location of the Crow agency. The present location thereof is understood to be
highly unfavorable and unsatisfactory to the Indians, being remote from timller, and
having an insufficient quantity of good agricultural land in its vicinity, as well as
beirog greatly exposed to high winds.
·
"You will consult with Superintendent ·wright and Agent Pease in relation to this
matter, and will obtain all the inforron,tion in your power as to the roost suitable point
for looating such. agency, and report your views concerning the same to this office.
.
"The duties enjoined upon you in the foregoing instructions will be entered upon immediately after the completion of tho duties assigned you as chairman of the special
commission to visit and negotiate ·with tbe Northen1 Sioux, parties to the tNaty
of 1868.
"You will bo allowed your actual necessary expenses while engaged in the performance of the duti es assiguetl yon, vouchers for which, when practicable, should be
obtained and submi-ttecl to this office with your account.
'' You will submit a detailed report of your proceedings at the earliest day practicable,
accompanied by such form of written agreement as may have been entered into with
the Indians.
·
"Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
"EDW'D P. SMITH,
"Cornrnissio;.i
"Hon. :FELIX R. BRUNOT,
" Chairman Bpecial Commission, Pittsburgh, Pei."
tlte special commission to negotiate a treaty with the Crow Indians have the honor to
make the following report:
In accordance with the instrnctions of the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Felix R. Brunot, chairman of tho commission, accompanied by Thomas K. Cree, secre~
tary, arrived at Bozeman, July 7, 1873. Arrangements were at once made to gather
all the Crow Indians at the agency for a council.
On the 29th of July, General E. Whittlesey and Dr. James Wright, members of the
commission, arrived at , Bozemau. The next day a conference of the commission was
held. The chairman read to the commission the letter of the honorable Secretary of
tho Interior, of <late May 14; the letter of the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
of date May 31; report of Agent Pease, of date April 30; and t,he treaty made with
tho Crows at Fort Laramie, May 7, 1868.
July 31 we drove to the Crow agency, found that the main body of Indians had nob
yet arrived, but some thirty chiefa and head-men, representing the Mountain and River
Crows, bad been sent forward to meet the commission.
.
The next morning we bad a conference with them, Blackfoot, the second chief of the
)fol!ntain Crows, being tlte spokesman. He informed ns that the maiu body of the
Indians were encamped some distance from the agency, and could not arrive before ·the
th or ~0th o~· Augnst. Ho :tc_count~cl for their delay in gettin~ to the agency, after
the arrival of the messen~_er m tl.te1r cam~, by t_he fact that tn~y h_ad been fighting
a large war-party of tl.te B10nx, who were followrng them, necess1tatmg great care in
the moving of tho women, children, and camp-eqnipago•; to the prevalence of sickness
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from ,~hich many had died, and to the high stage of water, which delayed them considerably, as there was great danger in crossing the swollen streams. He told the
commi sion that the party would return to the camp the following day, anll would
come back with it to the agency as expeditiously as possible. A full report of thi
conference will be found in the accompanying documents.
The main body of the River Crows left Benton in good season to reach the agency,
but, as we were informed, when some four days on their journey were stopped by parties interested in keeping them in the vicinity of the trading-posts on the Missouri
River.
The main camp arrived at the agency August 8. The erysipelas was prevailing
among them in a contagious form; many had died from it, and Iron Bull and Blackfoot,
the two principal chiefs, were both sick. Long Horse, the third chief and most prominent warrior, was in mourning for the death of his brother, who had been killed a few
days before in the encounter with the Sioux.
The issue of provisions prevented the holding of a council the next day, the Indians
giving as a reason for not wishing to come into council the sickness of Iron Bull and
Blackfoot.
The council convened on the 11th of August. There were present, in addition to the
members of the commission, General Sweitzer, commandant of J:<"'ort Ellis, Dr. Lightfoot,
U. S. .A.., Captain 'l'yler and Lieutenant Rowe, of Company F, Second Cavalry, Major
Pease, agent for the Crows, Nelson Story, esq., of Bozeman, Charles Hoffman, trader,
several of the employes of the agency; and, of the Indians, Iron Bull, Blackfoot, and all
the principal chiefs, and a large number of Indians representing both branches of the
Crow tribe.
,
In opening the conncil the chairman expressed the regret he bad felt at not meeting:
the Crows on a former visit, and the pleasure it gave himself and the other members of
the commission to meet them at the present tirne. We then rea,d and explained to the
Indians the treaty made by tllem at Fort Lararuie in J 868, tlle act of Congress of March
3, 1873, und er which the commission was appointed, and tho letter of instructions of the
honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
We dwelt upon the fact of the miners in large numbers b eing on the reservation;
of the recent discovery of gold and silver mines; and of the danger of trouble unles
the Indians were willing to sell a portion of their reservation, which was of little use
to them, and accepting io payment a satisfactory sum of money that should be expended for their beuefi.t.
W referred to the probability of the Northern Pacific Railroad coming along the Yellowstone, l\nd that it might come upon their reservation; and we explained the nece ·
sity for a new location for the agency buildings, and offered to go with the agent and
the ln<lians and select a new location for it. The council lasted four days. A full report of it will be found iu the accompanying documents.
On th fifth day of tho council, finding the Indians were not likely soon to come to
an agreement, for the purpose of inducing an immediate decision, we formally clo ed
the council.
Early the next morning all the chiefs and bead-men came and expressed a desire to
1:1ign tilo agreement. After ascertaining that they fully understood the articles of conv~ution, tho cLairman sa;id, "You have come to tell us that you agree to the exchange
f your pr sent reservation on the Yellowstone for Judith's Basin, and wish to agree to
th paper."
lrou Bull, Blackfoot, and all the chiefs aid, "Yes, we all a<Yrce to it."
Th Inc!ia,r!s h8'.ving express cl an unwillingness tu touch tile pen in making their
mark, thrnkmg 1t wa "bad luck" to do so, the chairman said, "We wish you all to
0111
one at a tim , a~d ay 'yes' or 'uo' to the paper. We wisll you to briug in all
th otl.J rH, and th y will ·ay 'y s' or 'no ' and then none who say 'yes' can afterward
ay ' w dicl not a rr e to it.'"
'
Th _'bi f. t?ougbt if t~ Y. agr cl to it, it wa nfficient, a all the tribe would abide
b)~ th · 1r cl ·1 1011, b~t w 10 1 t •d that all should approve or di approve of it.
.
h Y th n cam forward, and as ach said "yes 11 his name was sianed to the article~
of ·on\' nti n.
'
..
~l! agr. cl t it, xc pt on head-rna,u named "Crazy," who refu ed to expr
an
Ol)llllOll 1th r Wey .
. Ea ·h, a. h_ ai(l" ' . , 'a: k_ d that they might be p rmittccl to eat buffalo for a lo_n"
tun', .t wh1 :h th onmn 10n •r r pon<l•cl "yes,' as tho Indian . hook hand w1 b
tb_cm, r . p ct1_v ·ly.
th r a_ le cl for guns aud horses ; many a ked that Agent P
mrgh h !' ta~n <l. To c 11 of th ·ir r <111 • t the commi .·ioner an wer d hat there
wa 1_1oth1ng 111 th pap ·r al.ion!, th . tbinrr,, and that, th y only ·aid ' ye ' to wb
va 1n tho aur •mr.nt, lm told th •m wh u til yonJJg men w •ut to Wahington th •
co1t1<1 talk t . th
r at F~~be1:' abont, giving th m what t,h y wi h cl.
.
.
. l _h · IH'C •. rt · for th' rat1flcat1011 1,y 'ongr
of th articles of convention 1t ~
,n, ·ult t haYo th 111 under tancl · but it was explained to th m a fully a · p(I •1 IJI

INDIAN AFFAIRS.

485

during the council. We made no promises to the Indians othe~ than those contai~ed
ju the articles of convention, and no conference in regard to .it was held by us . with.
the chiefs, or other Indians, except in public council.
The sessions of the council were all well attended, all the chiefs and bead-men, and
many Indian men and women, being present at every session; and we have every
reason to think the action of the council meets with the almost unanimous approval
of the Indians 11arty to it.
.
The River Grows will, we doubt not, approve of the action of those representrn_g
them, as they have always lived in the section of country now set apart as their
reservation.
In accordance with the desire expressed by all the Indians in council and elsewhere,
we authorized Agent Pease to take to Washington eight Indians, chiefs and others, representing both the Mountain and River Crows, to be accompanied by one .i nterpreter.
We were the more willing to take this action, for the reason that no member of the
Crow tribe has ever been East, and their iclea of "thew bite man's" power and civilization is very meager. Their steady friendship for the whites, whom they _bave always
had every reason to suppose inferior to them in number and power, we thought also
merited some return. The trip to the East will, we doubt not, prove of lasting benefit
to the tribe.
The request made during and after the council, for a present of horses, we did not
feel at liberty to accede to, yet we have no hesitation in recommending that . such a
present be made. At the time of making their former treaties, they have always been
given horses, a present they prize above all others. In view of the advantages that
will accrue to the Government from the arrangement entered into, and the fact that,
while attending upon the sessions of the council, a large number of their horses were
stolen, as well as in return for the friendship they have always exhibited for the whites,
we would respectfully recommend that they be presented with one horse for each lodge
or family. It is presumed that funds appropriated for beneficial purposes for the
Crow tribe of Indians are available for this purpose.
We would call special attention to the last clause of the articles of convention, in
which it is agreed upon the part of the commissioners that," pending action by Congress, the United States sliall prevent all further encroachment upon the present
reservation of th e Crow tribe/' and re~ectfully recommend that instructions 0e sent
the agent to prevent all whites from passing over, settling upon, or residing in said
territory, except such as are specially exempted by the treaty of 1868, and such others
af:! are now engaged in mining in Emigrant Gulch; that he be directed to prevent all
exploring parties or individuals from entering upon the reservation, and that any one
engage~ . in hunting or trapping for game be arrested and turned over tq the civil
authorities.
Wo also respectfully recommend that, pending the action of Congress, the section of
country described in the first article of the articles of convention be, by order of the
President, withdrawn from market, and that it be declared not to be open for, or
subj ect to, entry under the homestead or pre-emption laws. There a.re at present no
settlers in any portion of this country, and this recommendation is made to prevent
any such entering upon it, pending action by Congress. In case Congress should
ratify the action of this commission, we would further r espectfully recommend that
agents of tribes, other than the Crows, be directed, as far as possible, to prevent them
from hunting in Judith's Basin.
That Congress be requested to define the penalty for wolling or killing game by
means of poison in the section of country contiguous to the proposed reservation,
as described in article fourth of the articles of convention.
That an appropriation be asked for the erection of a,g ency buildings, in accordance
with the provisions of the treaty of 1868, aud that a commission be appointed by the
hon orable Secretary of the Interior to locate the agency at a suitable place in the
Judith Basin, as far south as is practicable, keeping in view the necessity for wood,
water, grass, and a sufficient body of tillable l and susceptible of easy irrigation, and
not so elevated as to render crops uncertain.
Very re pectfnlly submitted.
FELIX R. BRUNOT,
R. WHITTLESEY,
JAMES WRIGHT,
Comrnissionera.
THOMA· K. CRF.E,

Secl'etary.
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S111Jplementary 1·eport by the chairman of the commission.
PITTSilURGII, November rn, 1873.
Iu addition to the report of the Crow commission, prepared by the secretary
under the direction of my colleagues ·when en route from the agency, aud already in
your bands, I ha-ve the honor to si1bmit a lirief explanation of the reasons in:flueucing
the commission in their negotiat.ions.
The official instructions seemed to contemplate mainly the purchMie of the western
portion of the reserve, but your lotter to the chairman was understood to leave a wider
discretion with t.he commission.
We found that the p.rincipal region already occ11pied u;r the miners was along Emigrant
Gulch, extendiug thirty or forty rniles eastwardly into the mountains .from the western
border of the reserve, and upou Clarke's Fork of the Yellowstone River, and that the
prospectors were gradually extending their operations, and could not long be prevented from overrunning the entire mountain r egion bounded by Clarke's Fork and
the Yellowstone River. The Indians claimed the country aronnd the beads of Clarke's
Fork and the east uranches of the Yellowstone in Wyomiug Territory; and, although
not upon the reserve, it was impossible to convince them that it had not been originally
included. \Ve also found that the tcpographical features of the country were such a
to admit of no dividing-line, west of Pryor's Creek, wllich would be satisfactory either
to the commission or the Indians; or which would not, if adopted, become, very soon,
tl.Jc can e of serions misunderstanding and contention between the whites and Indian .
The portion of the reserve which lies cast of Clarke's :Fork, and includes Pryor's
reek, i8 witliin the limiti;i of the country claimed by the Sioux as their b~ntinggrounds. It is constantly frequented by them in large bands ror the purpose of :fighting- the Crows, and is the battle-ground upon which the two tribes often meet.
'l'he Sioux largely outnumber t,be Crows, and have even extended their raids against
ibem to the present agency. To remove this frieudly tribe to so close a proximity to
their powerful enemies would be wrong, and would involve the necessity of a military
fort, aucl a, consicleraule force for their protection, which would be costly and inexpedient.
The commission furth er consiclered that the Northerd Pacific Railroad wonlcl be
located for three hundred miles along the pr~eut reservation, and one or more Toad
alr at1y projected from the southward would pass through it, and that the valley_ of
the Yellowstone, and the valleys of the many tine streams emptying into tbe south side
of that river, affording some of the choicest lands in the 'West for cultivation an<l
stock, ,vould, when thus renderetl access ibl e to the whites, be irrepressibly demanl1ed
for their u c, and make the removal of the Crow Indians a necessity.
~o anticipate this necessity while there yet remained unoccupied a more retired di ~net of country suitable to their needs, and which could be given to them, seemed of
rncalculablP- importance to the future welfare of the Indians. Postponement of the
lection of a proper location for a few years would probably leave no place for them
but the cold ancl arid region north of the Missouri River. On the other side, it wa
con idcrecl that the peaceablo release of the fine body of land included in the Crow
r rv , already partially occupied, and the possession of which must soon seem a nee s~ ity, antl_ th avoidance of future possiule controversy arid bloodshed between the
wlut s a.ncl it prop r owners, was of the greatest importance to the Government.
Tb Judith Ba ·in, lying out of the present and prospective line of migration, surround d l>y ab lt of mountains and barren lands destitute of valuable ores to attract
th ir cupidity, and r ]atively inacces ilJle to the whites, yet pos essing within it elf
tb n '' ary r quisite for farming-land, grass, wood, an'd water-and not too large
fi r th futme n ds of the Indians, seemed peculiarly adapted for the purpose of a
r . rvat1on.
'l'he u17: of money agr etl to be invested for the Iuclians is av .ry moderate price for
tb .<1na7:t1ty of laud t_b yr linqnisb. Probably a larger snm than the intere t oft.he
C, p1tal lnnd. l woulcl rn any v nt b required to be expended annually for their mamt nan . until th y lJ ome self-supporting. Hence the ratification of the contract
wonlcl ~nv _lv no a~lditional xp nditnr on the part of the Government.
I ) 11' m b half _of m.. ]f and colleagne., to express onr ouligatioos to Col. ~- B.
• w 1tz r. ·ommandrng Fort Elli., for facilitic fnrni bed and etrfoi nt co-operat10n:
aud .to b1111. lf and to all th oftic •rs of the fort for many per onal courte ·ie and act nt1 n.· ·. al o t
n F. D. P •ase and t,he employes of the agency for th eir zealou
co-op ra I n.
•'
I ·. p, tfully nhmitted.
:Fl~LIX R. BRU ~OT,
Chairnwn of Commi11, i01.
Hon. '. Di:u.·
•'l'crttary of the l11lcrior.
IR:
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Articles of convention made and concluded on the sixteenth day of August, in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred ancl seventy-three, at the Crow agency, in
the Territory of Montana, by and between Felix R. Brunot, E. Whittlesey, and James
Wrirrbt commissioners in behalf of the United States, and the chiefs, head-men, and
rnen"'representing the tribe of Crow Indians, and constitnting a majority of the adult
male Indians belonging to said tribe.
Whereas a treaty was made and concluded at Fort Laramie, Dak., on the seventh
day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hnnJred and sixty-eight, by
and between commissioners, on the part of the United States, and the chiefs and headmen of and representing the Crow Indians, they being duly authorized to act in the
premises;
And whereas by an act of Congress, approved March 3, 1873, it is provided, :, That
the Secretary of the Interior be, and be is hereby, authorized to negotiate with the
chiefs and head-men of the Crow tribe of Indians in the Territory of Montana for the
surrender of their reservation in said Territory, or of snch. part thereof as may be consistent with the welfare of said Indians: Provicled, That any snch negotiation shall
leave the remainder of said reservation in compact form, and in good locality for farming purposes, having within it a sufficiency of good land for farming, and a sufficiency
for water and timber; and if there is upon said reservation a locality where fishing
could be valuable to the Indians, to include the same if practicable; and the Secretary
shall report bis action, in pursuance of this act, to Congress at the next session thereof,
for its confirmation or rejection;"
Aud whereas, in pursuance of said act of Congress, commissioners were appointed
by the Secretary of the Interior to conduct the negotiation therein contemplated·:
The said commissioners on the part of the United States, and the chiefs, bead-men,
and men, constituting a majority of the adult males of the Crow tribe of Indians, in
behalf of their tribe, do solemnly make and enter ii;ito foe following agreement, subject to the confirmation or rejection of the Congress of the United States, at the next
session thereof:
·
ARTICLE I.
The United States agrees that the following district of country, to wit: commencing
at a point on the Missouri River opposite to the mouth of Shankin Creek; thence up
said creek to its head, and thence along the summit of the divide between the waters
of Arrow and Judith Rivers, and the waters entering the Missouri River, to a point
opposite to the divide between the head-waters of the Judith River and the waters of
the Muscle-Shell River; thence along said divide to the Snowy Mountains, and along
the summit of said Snowy Mountains, in a northeasterly direction, to a point nearest
to the divide between the waters which run easterly to the Muscle-Sbe11 River and the
waters running to the Judith River; thence nortbwarclly along said divide to the
divide between the head-waters of Arnell's Creek and the head-waters of Dog River,
and along said divide to the Missouri River; thence up the middle of said river to the
pla?e of beginning, (the said boundaries being intended to inclnde all the country
dramed by the Judith River, Arrow River, and Dog River,) shall be, and the same is,
set apart for the absolute and undisturbed use and occupation of the Indians herein
named, and for such other friendly tribes, or individual Indians, as, from time to time,
they may be willing, with the consent of the United States, to admit among them.
And the United States now solemnly agrees that no person, except those herein designated and authorized so to do, and except such officers, agents, and employes of the Gover~D?cnt as may be authorized to enter upon Indian reservations in discharge of duties
e;1Jomed by law, shall ever be permitted to pass over, settle upon, or reside in the terntory described in this article for the use of said Indians; and the United States agrees
to erect the agency and other buildings, and execute-all the stipulations of the treaty
of :Fort Laramie, (the said stipulatious being h~reb.v re-affirmed,) within the limits
herein described, in lieu of upon the south side of the Yellowstone River.
ARTICLE

II.

Tb~ United States agrees to set apart the sum of one million of dollars, and to hold the
same m trust for the sole use and benefit of the Crow tribe of Indians, the principal to
b~ hel~ in perpetuity, and the interest thereof to be expended, or re-invt,stecl at the
d1scrct10n of the President of the United States, annoally, for the benefit of said tribe.
ARTICLE III.
It is mntnall.v agreed b etween the United States and the Crow Indians that the

sec?ncl article of the treaty made at Fort Laramie, between the commissiouers of the
Umted States and the Crow tribe of Indians, be, and the same is, abrogated by this
agreem~nt; and the said Indians hereby cede to the United States all their right, title,
and c!a1m to the tract of country de criberl in the said second article, to wit: "Commencrng where the lOith degree of longitude west of Greeuwich crosses the sonth
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boundary of Montana Territory; thence north along said 107th meridian to the mid
channol of the Yellowstone River; thence up said mid-channel of the Yellowstone to
the point where it crosses the said southern boundary of Montana, being the 45th
degree of north latitude; and thence east along said parallel of latitude to the place
of beginning," and which is conveyed to them therein, except the right to hunt upon
said lands so 'long as they may remain unoccupied, and as game may be found thereon
and peace continues between the whites and Indians.
ARTICLE IV.
The United States agrees to suppress, so far as possible, by the imposition of pains
and penalties, the practice of wolfing, or killing game by means of poison, within the
limits of the following district of country, viz: Beginning at the month of the MuscleShell; thence up the said river to the North Fork, and up the North Fork to its source;
thence northward along the summit of the Little Belt and Highwood Mountains to the
bead of Deep Creek; theMe down said creek to the Missouri River, and along the
margin of said river to the place of beginning.
It is expressly understood between the commissioners and the Indians, parties
thereto, that this agreement is subject to the ratification or rejection of the Congress
of the United States at its next session, and that, pending the action of Congress, the
United States shall prevent all further encroachments npon the present reservation of
the Crow tribe.
FELIX R. BRUNOT,
E. WHITTLESEY,
JAMES S. WRIGHT,
Cornrnissioners in behalf of the United States.
Attest:
TnOMA S K. CHEE, Secretary.
h is

PIERRE

+ Sn,nrn,

murk.
his

frrcu

+

BOYER,

ma rk

Interpreters.
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Curley, Asli-ish-isb-e.
The Ridge, E. Nak-he-sasb . •
Big Horse, Te-le-si-cle-is--ash.
Calf in the mouth, Nak-pak-a-e.
Old Mountain Tail, A-mak-ha-viss-isb.
1;3ear in the water, Me-mum-ak-hiss-is-e-isb.
One Feather, Masb-u-a-mo-te.
The Mix, Ma-isb-isb.
Bell Rock, Mit-a-wosb.
New Lodge, As-bi-bash.
The Rings, Sbe-da-nat-sik.
Well Bull, Te-si do-po-mo.
The Shaven, Bish-i-isb.
The one who hunts his debt, Ash-e-te-si-Oisb.
One who hears good, Ma-in-ke-ku-te-sit-sine.
The Burnt, Osh-Nisb.
Bear Robe, Acb-je- it-se-is.
The River, A-ash-ish.
Big Forehead, Ak-hi-es-asb.
The one who knows the bull, Te-se-do-pe-e-a-te-sa.
Big Kettle, Bi-re-ke-hi-tasb.
Chief Wolf, No-it-a-ma-te-sets.
The Leg, Te-tu-se-pe.
The man who sits in the middle of the ground, A-ive-ku-a-ta-misb.
Blinkey, Bish-te-ba-mo-te-te.
One who sees all over the land, A-we-ko-to-e-ka.
Bull all tbe time, Te-si-doss-ko-te-so-te.
Plenty of bear, A-che-pil-se-a-hush.
Rides behind a man on horseback, Ma-me-ri-ke-isb.
Bird off the ground, Ma-pe-she-ri.
Charge through the camp, Ash-e-ri-i-a-was-sash.
The old Bear, Ak-hi-pit-se-u-ke-hi-ke-ish.
Crazy Wolf, Te-se-te-man-ache.
The Plume, Te-se-do-pie-shu.she-ish.
Old Alligator, Bo-ru-ke-he-sa-cha-ri-isb.
Bob-tail Bear, Ak-hi-pilse-u-ke-hi-ke-isl.t.
Pole Cat Look behind, Te-spit-te-sash.
Wolf Bow, Te-sets-sha-tak-he.
The Sioux that runs fast, Ak-man-ash-u-pe-yeu-hu-she.
Little Soldier. The one who hunts his enemy.
Bull Rock. Pretty Lodge. Herd the Horses.
Three Wolf. Stray Horse.
We, the undersigned~ were present at and witnessed the assent of the Crow chiefs,
head-men, and men of the Crow tribe of Indians, whose names are attached thereto.
THOMAS K. CREE,
Secretary Special Crow Conim,ission.
C. W. HOFFMAN.
R. W. CROSS.
I. M. CASTNER.
F. GIESDORF.
F. D. PE.ASE,
Agent for Crow Indi'1-ns.
The undersigned were present at the council with the Crow Indians, and witnessed
the proceediugs. The agreement was carefnlly explained, and was fully understood
and assented to by the IndiaD;s.
GEO. L. TYLER,
Captain, Second United States Cm:alry.
CHARLES F. ROE,
Lieutenant, Secood United States Cavalry.
We, the undersigned, members of the Crow tribe of Inuians, were not at the agency
at the time of the council, but, after having the articles of convention fully explained
to us, do hereby give our assent to the same.
The Deaf.
Kill the Chief.
Burnt Arm.
Crooked Face.
Plenty Elkhorses.
Buffalo Calf.
Brown Beaver.
Little Face.
Boy ChiP-f, Taboo.
Small Pony.
S lit Ear.
The Buffalo.
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Small Boy.
White Bull.
The Ser(l'eant.
The Blind.
Chief Dull.
The Bravo.
Eats a horse.
Medicine Cllicken.
Long Hour.
Crow Head.
.Arm in bis neck.
, mall Bear.
White Otter.
School Teacher.
vVbite Calf.
Bull on top of the monutain.
Big Pond .
The Magpi e.
l'rett.y Bird.
Tlle Gooscuerry.
Musk Rat.
hoots well.
Young one in the moutl.J.
, itting Weasel.
Pretty Robe.
}'our Chiefs.
harp blade sword.
The Deer.
Cloudy Forehead.
The Knife.
Black Face.
Long Fing ·rs.
Bliml Horse.
Flying Eagle.
alf Woman.
Pretty Bull.
Black Dog.
The Winking Eye.
Young Horse.
w d side.
Pr ·tty prisoner.
Kill the Ch:ef.

Plenty Elkhorses.
Boy Chief, Taboo.
Tlle Buffalo.
Bad Snow.
Old Cloud.
Yellow I! ender.
The Swan.
Pretty Side.
Yellow Bull.
Sharp Nose.
Crooked Nose.
The Coat.
Bear From Below.
The Hair.
The Weasel.
Two Tails.
Pounded Meat.
Sister to Crazy.
The Dumb.
The Pipe.
Yellow Horse.
Tiger Woman.
Iron Neck.
Medicine Rock.
Th e Shell.
Splendid Leg.
White Head.
Old Saddle.
The River Bnll Woman.
Shell-in-the-Year.
Good Beard.
Little Whetstone.
Otter that knows.
Bird ·w oman.
Old Blackbird.
Wllite Dog.
Pretty Gun.
Plenty bead gear.
Two L ances.
Small Bull.
Tho mack Bird.
Fat Elk.

Green Meadow.
Old Kettle.
Tall Pine.
Diving Otter.
Friendly Beaver.
Jack Sheppard.
The Throat.
l!'lat Back.
Black Foot's Son.
The Red.
The Twin .
Yellow Top.
Raw-Hide.
Plenty Head.
Little Wolf.
Rotten Tail.
Red Fox.
The Ouion.
Half Yellow Face.
Dog Eye.
Afraid-of-his Eyes.
Little Son.
Yellow Tobacco.
Iron Necklace.
Small Wolf.
Grny H ead.
Yellow Head.
Pretty Eagle.
No Heart.
Red Beard.
Blue Moccasin.
Young Wolf.
No Hand.
The Otter.
Show bis Face.
Dirty Head.
Takes the Shield.
Two Hours.
The Blind Bull.
White Swan.
Hides-his-Face.

We, iho undersigned, members of the Crow tribe of Indians, who were at the agency
during the ·itting of tho council, but were not present when the articles of convention
w r a ntod to, hereby give our assent to them.

his

Witn .·. : PrnRHE

+

Crane in the Sky.
Big o e.
Yellow L ep;gings.
M:auntain Pocket.
Old Cloud.
Old K ttle.
Rd Face.
B ar H ead.
B1ackHead.
, hak -bis-Tail.
Poor Elk.
Rip; Ball.
11 Tig r.
'l'h Island.
ld ,. fan.

Picket Pin.
Old Tobacco.
Hole-in-the-Forehead.
Crazy Head.
Iron Feather.
Reel Fox.
Bird in the Neck.
The Buffalo.
Medicine Rock.
Crooked Eye.
Pretty Bear.
Old Liar.
Kills Qnick.
t:lmart Boy, Great lluuter.

ru ... •1,;, Int rprctcr.

runrk.

I · rtify on honor tba th aho,· naw1

1-l

w r appended a. stat d.

F. D. PEA 'E.

.,
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Narrative of the proceedings of the special commission.

Hon. Felix R. Brunot, chairman of th e special commis::;ion to negotiate with the. Crow
tribe of Indians, under act of Congress of March 3, 1873, accompanied by Thomas IL
Cree, as secretary, arrived at Bozeman, July 7.
.
.
Arranrred with Ao-ent Pense to have the Mountain and Rtver Crows brought to the
agency fs soon as p~ssibl e.
·
.
July 28.-General E. Whittlesey, of Washington, and Dr. James Wright, late supeqntendent of Indian affairs for Montana, members of the commission, ttrrived at Bozeman.
August 30. A conference of the commission was held at Fort Ellis. The chairman
read the letter of the honorable Secretary of the Interior, dated May 14, authorizing the
commission, and the letter of the honorable Commissioner of Indian Aff~irs, of May 29,
g_iving instructions for the guidance of the commission in its negotiation with the
crows. Also, the treaty at Fort Laramie, made with the Crows May 7, 1868. The
commission had a free conference in regard to the oujects sought to be attained.
Having learned that the parties sent out for the Mountain Crow Indians, after thirtythree days' absence, bad fonnd them, and had reported that they were en route for the
agency, and that a portion of the River Crows had already arrived, the commission
decided to leave for the agency the next day.
July 30.-Left for the Crow agency. Arrived at 9.30 p . m. Blackfoot and a few
of the p1incipal men who bad come in from the camp were waiting to see the commission .
Aug. 1.-Tbis morning some twenty of the prominent chiefs, under Blackfoot, called
to pay a formal visit to the commissioners. They came in singing a song of welcome
"to the commissioners from the Great Father," and, after shaking hands and embracing the great white chiefs, the following conversation occurred:
.
Mr. BlWNOT. We are very glad to see you. ,Ve have been waiting for some time at
Bozeman. We want to see all the Crows. The Great Father sent us and told us to talk
with all of yon. We want to know wh ere your camp is, and when all will be in. ,
BLACKFOOT. They are camped on the Yellowstone, at the mouth of Alder Creek,
about forty miles away.
Mr. 13RUNOT. How many days is tbat away 1
BLACKFOOT. We can't tell bow man_y nights; six or seven, perhaps.
Mr. Bnu~oT. That is a long time for us to wait.
BLACKFOOT'. Our horses arc poor; it is warm weather, and the horses have given out;
all the streams are high and bard to cross; they sent us men ahead to meet yon.
Last summer you came and sent to see the tribe, but before we got here yon had gone.
This time I came ahead bccanse I wanted to see you.
Mr. BRUNOT. If they come as soon as they can we will wait. Can the camp be here
in five nights 01
BLACKFOOT. I do not think they can get here so soon . Do not be in a hurry; we
want to see you. 'l'he streams are high, and our horses poor, but we will come as soon
as possible.
Mr. BRUNOT. I waited a long time for you last summer, and the Great Father was
sorry you did not come. It is a long journey from Wasbingtou; it would take six
months on a horse to go there, and now that we are here we want to see you, and if
the camp comes as fast as it can we will wait.
BLACKFOOT. To-morrow I will go to the camp, and bring them as soon as I can. We
do not know how long it will take, but we will bring them as soon as we can; we
did tell them that you were in a hurry.
Mr. BRUNOT. That is well.
BLACKFOOT. You Lave sent for us; we had not gotten ·s kins enough, and were not
through our bunt, but we came at once.
Mr. BRUNOT. How many lodges have you f
_BLACKFOOT. We do not know bow many; there are about 400 lodges, but some are
River Crows, Bannocks, and Nez Perces.
Mr. BRUNOT. Where did you meet the Sioux f
BLACKFOOT. Across Prior's Creek, about twenty miles, at the foot of Prior'sMountain,
we met the Cheyennes and Sioux. They ,vere coming this way ; they were a big
party. The most of them did not come to fight, but a small party met and fought us,
and we killed one of the Sioux. From there we went after them. We had plenty of
am munition and were friends of the white men, and we followed them down the Big
Horn . There is a large varty at Fort Smith; when they found we were coming they
went back. The Big Horn was too high for us to cross, or we would have followed
them and driven them from the couutry. On vVarm Spring Creek, across the Big
Horn, we tougbt and whipped them, but could not get over the river after them. The
Crow 1:101d1ers wanted to cross, but the camp could not go ,vithout danger of drowning
some of onr people and po11ies, bnt we sent scouts, and they brougl1t back horses taken
from the ionx camp. Tl.l e Sioux camp was between the Big Horn and Little
Horn; we sent six of om men; they brongbt twelve Sioux horses. When they came
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back ;e sent two more. They found a Sioux out hunting; they killed aurl calpecl
him and got his horse; when they came back they found us camped at rompey's
Pillar.
.
Three Nez Perces went out from there and took five horses and mules from the Sioux.
We sent two more men; the Sioux camp was at the mouth of the Little Horn; it was
a big camp; :five rows of tepees. They got some horses, and shot into the Sioux tent .
From Pompey's Pillar we came to Prior Creek, and there Boyer (the messenger) found
us. He came through near the Sioux camp, and just afterward we Lad the fight with
the Sioux-just at the mouth of Prior Creek. The party was so la.rge they came right
up to our camp and attacked us. The big -valley on Prior's Creek was full of Sioux
Indians. Boyer will tell you the same. The white men who were with us took their
guns and went out with us. to fight the Sioux. Another party went from Prior Creek
after the Sioux. When we came to the Stinking Water three of them had been killed.
We knew you great white men who were comiug from the" Great Father" to see us
would bear whether we whipped or not. We began to fight when the -su11 got up; we
fought them till noon, when the Sioux began to run; we followed them to Fly Creek,
nearly sixty miles.
The Sioux must lrnve good white-men friends on the Platte and Missouri. They
~et guns and ammunition; they are better armed than we are ; they have Winchester,
Henry, and Spencer rifles and needle-guns. vVe took some of these guns from those
we killed; we took two Henry rifles and one needle-gun; they threw away their
blankets and saddles, and we got a number of them; they threw away their ammunition. Their outfit was better than ours. '\Ve got needle, Spencer, and Winchester
catridges, and powder and balls from them. The Great Father does not kuow that
the Sioux get these arms and ammunition, and then they kill white men with them.
The Crows do not kill whito men ; the arms and ammunitio11 we get is to hunt with,
and defend ourselves and our white friends wit-b.
When the fight was over we intended to go to Heart Monutain, where buffalo were
plenty, and get skins for our lodges, but we did not go then.
We came here to shake hands with you; and we want you to think well of the Crows.
We mean to do right, and we will listen to what you say to us. We watit you to know
how tho Sioux trouble us. There are many Sioux, uut we are not afraid of them. They
want to come on onr land, but we intend to keep them off. I love you and hold on to
your ~1and, but the Sioux we want to fight. We will stay here to-day, and to-morrow
wo will go to the camp. Too many of us cannot leave the camp at one time for fear
of the ioux. Even at the agency we watch for the Sioux. We brought a good many
guns with us, and the camp is short that many. The Sioux want to get our country.
but we will not let them hav-e it.
Mr. BRUNOT. The Great Father does not give the Sioux any guns. I do not know
where t!Jey get them. We know the Crows are our friends; that is the reason we come
here; and we want you always to continue our friends; what we say is for your goo<l.
I have to go to see the Utes after I leav-e hero. T!Je Ute chief met me on the way. He
h~arcl what the Great Father wanted them to do, ancl they are going to do it; and o
with nearly all the Indians, they are going to clo as the President wishes them.
After awhile, if the Sioux do not do as the President wants, he will make them do
it. Since the President's war is over he bas plenty of soldiers, apd he fotends_ to
make everybody-red men, white men, and black men-do what is right. He is gorn"
to make them all do it, whether they want it or not; but he docs not think the Crow
want any soldier , for they are his friends and will do what is right.
Is Long Ilor e with the camp 'I I saw him last year.
BLA 1n·ooT. Yes; bis brother was killed in the fight.
1r. Bn .- T. '\Ve came in a wagon, and conld not carry any presents with us, but
wo w:int on to hav-e dinner with u . How many chiefs are here 1
BLA KF OT. Twenty-two Mountain-Crow men, and nine River Crows.
Ir. BR NOT. We want the Mountain Crows to-day, and the River Crow to-111~1Tow.
Bu in· T. The Riv r Crows belong to me, anu I want you to treat us all alike.
1r. BR N T. 'l'bis is our dinner, and w w:.nt you all to come to-day.
Bu KF T. r th re any cattle above the cafiou on th river 'I
Ir. Bn ,.- T. e ; I saw them ther . Tho e cattle are on the wrong ide of the
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Mr. BRU:NOT. I want the Crows to have the best country, and I want to know where
it is. I do not want any of your country for myself.
BLACKFOOT. I am going tq, tell you, but _we are not ready yet. Vye have land we
like very :i;uuch and we will tell you about 1t when our people come rn.
.
Mr. BRUNOT.' Some places the white men are in already; other places they are gomg
in· and we want to find a good place that we can keep alwa,y s fur the Crows.
.
BLACKFOOT. Do not be too fast; wait till all are here. When the rest come m we
will tell you our mind.
.
.
.
Mr. BRUNOT. You will come for dmner, and then you will go and brmg the camp.
AuG. 8.-The Indians arrived to-day.· They had been detained by fights with the
Sioux tind by sickness in the camp, quite a number having died while en route for the
a<Yency · Iron Bull and Blackfoot, the two principal chiefs being sick; and Long Horse,
a~ imp~rtant chief, being in mourning for his brother, who was killed by the Sio_u x.
Arrangements were made for a council to-morrow.
AUG. 9.-Provisions were issued to-day, taking from 10 o'clock till 5, after which the
Indians declined to come into council on account of the chiefs being sick and the hour
too late.
Respectfully submitted.
THOMAS K. CREE, Secretary.
To the SPECIAL CROW Co;\'.I!VIISSION.
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CROW AGENCY, MONT.ANA TERRITORY,

August 11, 1873.
A council was held with the Crow India;ns this morning. There were present Hon.
Felix R. Brunot, chairman of the board of Indian commissioners; General E. ·Whittlesey, of Washington, and James Wright, late superintendent of Indian affairs for Montana, as a Bpecial commission under act of Congress of March 3, 1873, to negotiate with
the Crow Indians, with Thomas K. Cree as secretary. There were present, by invitation of the commission, General Sweitzer, commandant at Fort Ellis; Captain Tyler,
and Lieutenaut Rowe, of Company F, Second Cavalry; Dr. Lightfoot, surgeon U. S. A.;
Major Pease, agent for the Crows; Nelson Story, esq., of Bozeman, Charles Hoftinan, esq.,
and Mr. Cross, traders; several of the employ es of the agency, and the following Indian
chiefs and subchiefs:
Of the Mounta,in Crows-Iron Bull, Blackfoot, Thin Belly, Bear Wolf Show-his-face,
Goocl Heart, Shot-in-the-jaw, Crazy, Bear-in-the-water, BnlJ-goes-hunting, Crane-in-tbesky, Crazy Sister-in-law, Crazy-bead, Long Horse, Old Crow, White Calf, Red Side,
Onion, White Month, Bird-in-the-neck, Spotted Tail, Poor Elk, Little Iron, Chief Bt1ll,
Old Dog, Bell-rock, Along-the-ridge.
River Crows-Little Soldier, Wolf's Bow, Hunts-his-enemy, Boiling Leggin, White
Rock, Black Bull, Cranberry, Bear-head, Poor Assinaboine, and many others.
In opening the council Mr. Brunot said:
.
Before we talk about business I want General Whittlesey to ask the Great Spirit t o ·
look iuto our .hearts and make them all good.
General Whittlesey led in prayer, askiug that God would guide the commission and
the Indians in the deliberations of the council, and lead each right.
Mr. BRUNOT said: I am glad to meet all my friends here now. I was sorry I conlu not
see yo u wheu I came here last summer. I came then to hear what you had to say
about yourselves, and to talk to you of what I thought was good for you. I have now
come again, and am very glad to see you. My heart is good to you, and I hope you are
?,11 well to-day, [many had been sick. J The Great Father sent some words t.o you when
I started to come, and he sent these two gentlemen with me to see you. He told us
there was a new general at Fort Ellis, and be also has come to see yo_u. Another man,
Mr. Cree, comes with us to write down all that is said by the white men and the Indians. I want you to speak wise words, because they will go to the Great Father. These
gentlemen are all glad to see you, and they wish me tell you so. The Great Father
has heard many things from this country; some tell him one thino-, some another. I
see with my own eyes many things I will tell him when I go back~ I know he thinks
the Crows are all his friends, and he wishes to do what is good for you; and when he
told us to come and tell the Crows what he thinks is best for you, itis because he cares
for yon. I want you to know that every word I say to you comes from my heart. I
w~•uld n?t say a bad thing fo1;· my own child, nor would I for you, and all I say you
will see is true. The Great Father knows that the Crow Indians made a treaty at
l!,ort Laramie. I was not there, nor the Great Father, but he sent commissioners there
an_d some of your chief's were there; but the treaty is printed, and he gave us thi~
prmted paper. It sa.ys, "This is tlle treaty made at Fort L aramie." I hold it in my band•
it has some chiefs' names signed to it. The names are: Pretty Bull, Wolf Bow, Moun~
tain Tail, Blackfoot, White Horse, Poor Elk, Shot-in-the-jaw, White Forehead, Pounded
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Meat, Bircl-iu-tbe-neck, and The Swan. These are the names of the cbiefa that igned the
paper. That treaty says where the Crow land is to be. I think it is a good country.
It i along thi river about seventy-five miles aboYe the agency, and then goes toward
where the un rises until it crosses the Big Horn, and goes half way between it and
the month of the Rose-bnd River, about twelve miles this side of Porcupine Creek.
Tllis i what the treaty and the map say. That is the country that belongs to you forver, or until yon wish to sell it. Now, the countr.v across the river, where yon go to
hunt buffalo, the treaty says, you can go to while the buffalo are there; but when the
game is gone away from there that is all to be white man's laud. The Great Father has
heard that the country southwest of here is not of mnch use to the Crows, and that
the whites are going into it. I haYe seen some of it along the river, and I think it is
very good; but some of it is very rocky and mountainous. It is good only for people
who wi h to hunt gold. I have seen white people going past the reservation to Clark'
Fork; I am sorry to see them going there. I do not want to see white people go upon
Indian land so long as it belongs to the Indians and they want to keep it. The Great
Father at Wa Lingtou does not want ·whites to go upon land that belongs to the Indians. He has heard that the whites have gone there, and he thought, to prevent any
more trouble, that the best thing for tbe Indians to do was to sell that land. So lat
winter when the Great Father's council came together al'ld heard about these white
people being on the Indians' land, they passed a law to send out men to ask you
wbotber you would sell these lands. This Jaw says" That t.hc ecretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized to negotiate
with tl•e chiefs and heacl-men of the Crow tribe of Indians in the Territory of Montana,
for the snrrendor of their reservation in sa id Territory, or of such part thereof as may
be con i tent with the welfare of said Indians: Provided, That any such negotiatiou
Rball lcavc tlJe remainder of saitl reservation in compact form and in good locality for
farmino- :purposes, having within it a sufficiency of good land for farming and a sufficiency fo1· ·w ater and timber; a,ncl if there is upon such reservation a locality where
fishiug could be valnable to the Iudians, to include the same if practicable; and the
,' cretary shall report his action in pursuance of this act of Congress at the next session
thereof, for it, cou:firmation or r •jection."
lfo says the men mnst not buy anything from the Indians if it is not good for you
t? sell it. The Indians must keep plenty of land for themselves and their c hildren to
l1v on. The land they keep must be good for them to farm an<l must have a good
plac for an a<rency, and it mu t be good for them. That is one thing the Great Father
told u to say to tbc Crows, ancl it is for you to think about. This treaty, after awhile,
·om s to an end. You always have tlte land, but in thirty years the annnity ~ood
·top. It says all who stay upon the reservation must be fed for four years. I am
S?rry His uot lon~cr, but that is what the treaty says. Suppose tbe white men co•twue to come into tlJe mines; they get too numerous, and after awhile there may be
troul.Jl b •tw en them and the Indians. I l10pe twh.c trouble will never come. I want, a
long as I liv , if I cboQse to come here, to have the Crows take me by the band and
know_I am their friend. \Vl1cn ma11y men think one wa,y and many think another
way, it iH best to talk it over and see if all wiil not come to think alike. I think tbi
iH bei-,t. The Crows do uot care abont digging in the mines. It would not be gooc~ for
you to_ do ;o. If yon can sell to the Great Father the piece of land that has tho mme
11pon !t, he will put away the money and for it send u efnl thii1gs to you every year.
That_ JH what I want JOU to think about. The Great Father is making an iron road
that 1H ·oming along tbc river. 1t will make it very easy to bring things to the Crow ·
ai11l tl1<' p\ople who live in this onntry.
'ometimes tbe Great Father send tho good ·
to ~IJ<' Iu~1!ans; th y start th min the, pring, but tltey do not get here until the next
i;pnug.. l h ~: ought to corn b for yon go upon your fall bunt, that you may have
<·v r):thrn~ with yon. When tho railroad i done the good will come quick. Perhap
l1 will m_ak th railroad ou tb oth r sido of the river, perhaps on this side; I do uot
kno, ,~·lu ·h . 'l'~i. si1l is Crow land. Yon can say whetber yo1t want it on your laud or
not. ) ou an_ tllluk about that. If yon ell a part of your la.nd you must have a better
pl:t · than th1H fo an n ncy. W want to help yon pick out the place. You will tllink
ah~n that, too_. I hav I-laid nougb; no,, I want to bear you talk.
• e, <·ral Indians h re. ·am forward ancl pr sentecl lmff:do-rob s, nud tw·o preseot~<l
pl<·dg · , c·u ·h r pr 1:utin, a hor · to tile members of the como1i sion. Tbe com mt i 11 ·r: 11emn~r ·<l a a c ptincr th pre. ent , but w r a nr d that tb(I Indian woulcl
ll(J OllPrHl • l if th yr fui; cl. Th• commi ·ion r th n ace pted them but afterward
gav ~h ·m away t n dy Inclian ·.
'
Ir. B1t ·. ·oT. I ha.ve b rn t ;cc many tribe of Indian . I go to s e them becau. e I
o do _th m ~o cl.
om_ pla .. tbe men, to h w that they ar my fril•nd hrin~
DJ
'!n thtu' wh1 ·h th y w1. h to g1v m . I always . tell them I do not come tog •t
an l!ing_ fr m th m; that I hav pl nty my lf, and I do not want to take anythin!!
ha I f u · to th 01 • and now th 'row hav
me aucl to ·how that your h ·art a1 •
•ood to 11; yon l1avr gfr n 11. th<'!-io rou .·. I hav le' yon'c10 ·o bccan e 1t i your way
· n 1 I <1 not waut to <lo auythi11g bnt wl1at i. killCl and right.
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BLACKFOOT. When we see our friends we give presents to each other.
My father
comes and sees me; he gives me something and I take it. We give yon something and
yon ought to take it.
.
.
.
Mr. BRUNor. A long time ago, when men wanted to get anythmg from the Ind1~ns
they brou<rl'lt a crreat many presents. It was because they wanted to get somethmgaway fro~ them~ If I come to the Crows aud briug y~u a lot of presents you will_ thi~k
I want to get something away from you. (To the whites: We prefer th.a.t what 1s sa1d.
should go to the Indians through the interpreter, and we do not want .others who talk
their language to talk with them about what is said.)
.
OLD Cnow; I give you a present. We want you to take the sickness away from us.
BLACK.FOOT. You call the Great Spirit Jesus in your language; we call him in the
Crow langua.g e E-so-we-wat-se. I am _going to light the l!ipe and talk to th~ ~reat
Spirit. (He lighted the pipe, and, lookmg up re-.;rerently, smd :) "The Great Spmt has
made the red man and the white man, and sees all before Him to-day. · Have pity upon
us! May the white man and the Indian speak truth to each other to-day. The sun
that looks down upon us to-day, and gives us light and beat, sees that our hearts are
nue, and that what we do is good for the poor red man. The moon, that shines on us
in the night-time, will see us prospet and do well. The earth, on which we walk, from
which 'We come, and which we Jove as our mother-which we love as our country-we
ask thee to see that we do that which is good for us and onr children. This tobacco
comes from the whites; we mix it with bark from the Indian trees and burn it
together before Thee, O Great Spirit! So m:ty our hearts and the hearts of the white
men go out together to 'fhee and be made good and right."
As he invoked the Great Spirit, the earth, &c., the pipe was reverently held in the
Elirection of each, and, after this, was presented to the commissioners and then to the
chiefs to smokl~, after which ceremony Blackfoot said:
.
BLACKii'OOT. I am going to have a long talk with you. My Great Father sen!; our
friends to see us. We see each other; that is good. Yon came here last summer; we
were sent for to see you. We were back of the mountains when we heard of you, but
high waters and the mountains prevented our coming. You said you did not see us,.
and you were sorry for it. We could not come any faster. This summer we .yere on
this side, near the Yellowstone, where we were getting skins to make lodges. Jn the
fall the traders will want our robes. w·e will then go over the Yellowstone to Judith's.
Basin to bunt. Since I was a boy I recollect that is what the Crows al ways did. When
the Crows meet a friend they always give him something; so we do with you. You
say yon have a book that tells about the Great Spirit. We always give the Great Spirit
something. I think that is good. We see the sun, we give him something; and the
moon and the earth, we give them something. We beg them to take pity on us. The
sun and moon look at ns, and the ground gives us food. You come and see us, and that
is wby we give you something. We are men like each other; our religion is difforent
from yours.
The old folks ·are dying off; then who will own the land V I went to Fort Laramie;
the old Indians signed the treaty. We ca.me back to the camp and told the young
men, and they said we had clone wrong and they did not want to have anything to
do with it. They said, "We love the Great Father, and hold on to the hands of our
white friend. All the other Indian tribes fight the whites; we do not do so. vVe love
the whites, and we want thern to leave us a big country."
All the other Indians go and talk with the Great Father; you take them to Washington; they are bad; they hide th eir hearts; but they talk good to the Great Father,
and you do more for them than for us. This I want to tell you; yesterday you spoke
to us and we listened to you. If you wish to have peace with all the Indians get them
all together and make peace with them. Then I will make peace with them, too.
The Great Spirit made these mountains antl rivers for us, and all this land. We
wer~ told so, and when we go down the river hunting for food we come back here
agarn . We cross over to the other river, and we think it is good. Many years aero the
buffalo_ got sick and d_ied, and Mr. Maldron gave us annuity goods, and since the; they
ha".'e given us somethmg every year. Tbe guns you gave us we do not point at the
whltes. We do not shoot our white friends. We are true wheu we look in your face.
O_n our hands is no white man's blood. When you give us arms to go and .fight the
S10ux we fight them to keep our lands from them. When we raise our camp and go
for buffalo some white men go with us; they see what we are doing; they see that we
Jump over the places that are bloody. On the other side of the river below, there are
pl~nty of buffalo; on the mountains are plenty of elk and black-tail deer; and whitetail deer are plenty at the foot of the mountain. All the streams are foll of beaver.
In the_Yellowstone River the whites catch trout; there are plenty of them. The white
men give us food; we know nothing abo ut it. Do not be in a hurry; when ,ve are
poor, we will tell you of it. At Laramie we went to see the commissioners. Now commi1;1sioners come to see us, and we listen to what you say. The commissioners told us
at La.ramie if we remained good friends of the whites we would be taken care of for
forty years. Since we ruacle that treaty it is only fiv e years. You are in a hurry to
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quit giviug u foocl. I am a ~·oung man yet; my teeth :1re all ~ood. TljeY. t?ld us at
Laramie we would get food till we were old, and our children after us. This 1s not the
pla e for the ao-ency, on this point of rocks. We would like to know who built the
acrency here. 1'hey told us they would give us our food. They promised to send a
g~od agent and good traders, and if they were not good they would be taken away.
Pea e never treated us wrong; the young men and the children he always treated
i o-ht; all that was sent for us he gave us; he was not a thief; be treated us well, and
w~ do not want him to go away from us. On Sheep Mountaiu white men come; they
are my friends; ·they marry Crow women, they have children with them; the men talk
Crow. When we come from hunting we get off at their doors, and they give us something to eat. We like it. We raised Shane, [the interpreter;] he was a boy when he
came here. You ask us -what we have to say, and that is what we tell you. Here is
the doctor; when our people are sick he <loctors them. He has two children by a Crow
woman; we like him. Here are our traders; when we go hunting they give us ammunition; they gave me a revolver to kill buffalo. We do not know anything about
Cross, [anew trader; J we do not know his face. We want the soldiers at Ellis to take
the part of the Crows. When they come here to see the giving of annuity goods we
give them robes to take with them, and when they hear bad talk about the Crows we
want them to speak well of us. When we camp liere somo of the whites run off with
our horses into the mountains. Wo know about it, but we do uot say anything. We
have a strong heart, as :firm as a rock, and we say nothing about it, but yon want to
hear what we have to say anu I tell you. In Gallatin Valley the Cheyennes, Arapahoe :
and ioux made a raid and the people blamed the Crows with it. We want t-hem to
quit speaking bad about us. On tlie Missouri River the whites have married into all
t,he different Indian tribes; their brothers-in-law, the white men, come here and steal
our horses. \Ve follow them and :find who have them. Some of the Crows went to
the Misso uri River and got some Crow horses. 'l'b e white people sent word they were
their horses, and we sent them all back. ,ve claim our horses, but they are no,
brought back.
Wll n we t up onr lodge-poles, one reaches to the Ye1lowstone; the other i ou
White Riv r; another one goes to Wind River ; the other lodges on the Bridger
Mountains. 'l'hi i our land, and so we told the commissioners at Fort Laraoiie; but
all kind of white people come over it, aud we tell yon of it, though we say notlling to
th m. On this ide of the Yellow tone there is a fake; about it are buffalo. It i a
ricll e nntry; the whites are on it; they are stealing· our quartz; it is ours, but we
say nolhincr to tltem. The whites steal a great deal of our money. \Ve do uot want
them to go into our country. ,ve wouk1 like needle-guns to get game and :fight tht
,'i ux; thi. wo tell.yon.
Mr. Bn NOT. Blackfoot say b.e wants the soldi ers to sp~ak well of the Crow . I
will tell him wliat took place last summer. When I came here, white men in the
Gallatin Valley told me the rows harl killed two whito men, and took th ir hor es.
I clid not 1 elieve it, uut I want d to ftnd out. I went to the soldiern and asked them
about it.; th y said it was not the Crows. So the soldiers did speak for the Crow~.
aud as long as the Crows do ·well the soldiers are tlteir friends. Afterward I foun<l
out who killed the men and took the horses; it was Arapahoes and Cheyenne . I
wrot tL letter to tell the governor who it was. I think he will pnt it in the new paper , Ull(l everybody will know that it was not tlio Crows. Blackfoot says the
wliit _pcopl ar dio-ging in th mountains, taking a"·ay your gol<l. I know that
my lf; I aw them go th re. I told th m it was not ricrht. Tile Great Father ha:
h •~ml about it; and he has aicl the Crows ha.d better let the people have the gold.
an~ ho will pay yon for the laud. The Crows have done well. You have not hurt th
wh~t P •oplo ":ho are on the r rvation and iu tho mines, and you tell us you are the
vb1t • man fn nt1s. The Great Fatlier does not want any of these whites to hurt th
row_.• ~fo ay f; r u to tell th 'rows t!Jat if you l ,t the white people have the land
h • will g1v ~·ou thing yon 11 d for m:my years. I have been looking abont over
Y ur T ', t·rrnbou. I see you do not go much where the min 'Sare. I think it would
b goo l_for _yon to let tbe wliit people have the land, and the Great Father for ma :
• ~1. will g1v .y~u what yon n
d for your elves and your children. I do not wa. t
tl11. on ac ·01111t, . f h p opl who :no n your land, bot I think it will be good 1 r
·ou ancl ·om· lul~r n. It i your land, a,ncl yon can do what you plea e with it. If
'?i;1 r:an to k p it, I bav nothing to ay, but I think it would be good for you t
0

Bia ldi ot r.icl h w 1?t to Larami , ana, wb n be came back, the young men !lid
n t n~r ·' t wba h aul. I 11 not waut that to occur again. Whatever the chi
clc, I wa~1 th young m<;n to know all ahont it, and to agree to it, and then no .
·au , y 1~ wa. ":X'Oll r. 1 u mu t think about thi , and be ur yon are rio-ht. It 1•
vou_r hu me.· · it ·on rn ' OU atHl you 11111 t do what you think j be t. If y
cl· ·ulc to ell th Janel from ()larks Fork t tlie Y llow ton we
talk about" b
th· '1 at 1' atbcr mu crjy you for it. Ir yon clo not want t~ s 11 o ruucb you ca
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some other line. That you will think about yourselves, and will ten me what you
think.
BLACKFOOT. I <lo not want whites to go to Heart Mountain.
Mt. BRU.NOT. The npper part of Clark's Fork is not on the reservation.
BLACKFOOT. I do not care so much about the part on t,he Yellowstone and in the
mountains but above, in the valley, it, is good. I am going to tell you I treat my
friends go~d. When you speak to me I say, yes! yes! Along the Muscle-Shell a1;1d
Teton Monnt,ains is Judith Basin. Many men go into that country wolfing; they kill
game. We thou{l'ht, when we saw them, that white men are giving us food; when
we have to buy ~hat we want, they will be ashamed when they see us. When we
have a friend we take him to our tepes. We give him a robe to cover himself. ·when
we meet a wolfer, if he is poor, we give him a pair of pauts and moccasins, or a blanket.
We shake hands with him, and send him away a.11 right. We would like them to qnit
wolfing; there are getting to be too many of them, and we want them to quit. (The
commissioners examined the map.) What have you decided about on the map!
Mr. BHUNOT. vVe were looking at the map to see where was a good line, if the Crows
decided to sell the mountain part of their reservation. Some people think it would be
best to se11 from the mouth of Clark'i,; Fork up to the Yellowstone; ot,hers think it
would be best uot to sell so much, but to take some other line this sirle of that; but it
is for yon to make up your mind how much you will sell, or whether you will sell any.
It is yonr land; you can do as you please about it.
We have told you what the Great Fat.her wants you to do. I have told you I tbiuk
it would be good to let the miners have the mountains where they are, and where they
are going, aud for the Great Father to pay you. I think it would be bett,t:ir for you
and your children; bnt, if yon do not think as I do, it is all right.
BEAR-WOLF. These are old men, (t,he chiefs.) vVe are young men; we are jnst grown
up; we do not want to sell any land.
!RON-BULL. You are my friends.
Here he was interrupted by the arrival of a mourning people. Long-Neck, whose
brother was killed in a recent fight with the Sioux, with his squaw, came in weeping; _
he placed his hands on t,he head of each commissioner and sung a mourning song, all
the Indians looking solemn, and some weeping.
LONG-NECK. My brother is killed by the Sioux; I want to revenge myself. I come
to ask you to give me good luck.
After the mourning party had gone Iron-Bnll said: We are tired. I will say a few
words and quit talking for to-clay. Look all around us! There is no w.hite man's
blood; we do not set our feet upon his blood. When you gave us flour did we ask for
it f Did we ever ask for sugar or been What made you give it to us, We never
asked yon to give us pants and stockings. You have not a8ked me to say what I am
now going to ask you. I have asked why food is given us, and I was told we were getting food because we were friends of the whites. We like the food; do not quit giving
it to us when four years are up. · Here is our agency; we were looking for a white man
to take charge of it. We know Pease's face. All the people, old men, young men,
women, and children know Pease. If you put anybody else here as agent we will not
feel like living here any more. We do not want Story and Hoffman, our traders, to go
away. There is a tall man in the store called Cross; he makes bad faces to us; he is
a bard man; we do not know him. I am not a fool. I am the Iron Bull. I love all
white men. The Sioux, Cheyennes, and Arapahoes do not like the whites; if you do
not know it, I tell you so. The whites have no horses on the Sweet-Wa.ter or in the
Gallatin Valley; and over to the Missouri River a11 their horses are in the Sioux· camp.
All about they have killed white men and scalped them. If you like us, do not give
the Sioux any ammunition or guns. Do what I ask you. Let people keep their cattle
on the other side of the Yellowstone. The whites would like to move on our·land; do
not be in a hurry . Here is a good place to farm, and there is wood on the mountaius.
You saw that man ,Yho came here and cried. The Sioux killed bis brother,just as they
woul<l you or me. Have pity on us and take the sickness away from the Crow camp.
When ·we raise camp we will go for bnffalo ; we will make a medicine lodge near the
la~e. If we come back and nothing happens, we will be glad to see you. When we
raise camp we want you to give us ammunition to defend our camp. A long time i:tgo
a peace commission sent for me to tho Yellowstone. I went with Shane, (the interpreter;) they gave me blankets. · I could blow through them, and they went to pieces; .
they p;ave us nothing that was good . I asked them to do something for us. The.y said
"_Yes," but they have dene nothing for us. There are plenty of buffalo yet. The soldiers went clown the other side of tlie Yellowstone; we said nothing because we loved
them. WI.Jen there is no game for us to eat, then we will come and tell you about it.
Mr. BRU:N"OT. One thing I want yon all to understand. You say yon want Mr. Pease
for age?t· You know his face and like him; so do I, and I think the Great Father
likes him, too. The Great Fa,ther, wh~n be has bis men, he puts them where be wants
them to go; he puts them where he pleases. General Baker was over at Fort Ellis;
the Great Father took him away and sent another man there. When I came here I
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knew Major Pease was hero; these gentlemen knew Pease was here, and that i · all e
know auont it. If the Great Father wants to take him away you must tbiuk it· all
right.
fajor Pease is your friend and will always be so. If tl.rn Great Father end
anyhocly else, that is for him to do as be wishes. He did not tell me anything about i
But if tbe Great Father sen ds a new agent or trader, yon must try them and ee if
they are good. If a man comes who does not do right, tell the Great Father, and he
will seud another man. We have nothing to do with it,. You are all tired, and yon
,vant to t,Llk among yourselves about what has been said, and I t,hink we had better
stop. \Ye will meet to-morrow and have otber thiugs to say, an<.l we want you to talk
alJout it 11nd tell us what you have to say.
Low HORN, (takiug Pease and putting his arms about him.) We love him, and
wunt to keep him. We all love him, and want him to remain with the Crows.
1r. BtWNOT. When I talk to the Crows I mean all-the River aud Mountain Crowboth. I think if a man bas a falllily it is good for all of t hem to lJe togetber, and not
divided np. I thiuk the River Crows ought to stay with the others; you ought all to
1> one family. I thonght all the River Crows would be here, but some have not come.
I hope yon will all be friends together. We are ver.v sorry for your -people who are
ick, and for those who mourn. \Ve ca,nnot help it. The Great Spirit does everything:
but we will ask the Great Spirit to take the sickness away, aud I hope he will make
you well. That is all we will say to-day. To-morrow morning, at nine o'clock, we
will meet in council. What you have said has been put on paper, and will go to the
(,reat Fatller. Tllere are some things I do not speak of, because I do not know abon
them, but all I do say is true. I will take your words to the Great 1!'11,ther, and he will
do a he pleases. I waut you to t.;;i,lk among yourselves, aud tell us to-morrow wha
yon will do about your land. When I carue away from Washington I did not brino- •
any preseuts, because I thought if I came to tbe Crows bringing a lot of present you
would think I would take ad vanta,ge of you. But now that we are here and see yon
wo think we would like to give you something. We have to do th best we can. Wt
hav• a few blankets we wish to give you. We give them to you to show you that \"t
arc your friends, the same a yon sbowed ns when yon brought the robes to us.
Fifty blru1kets were theu distributed among the e!Jiefs aud bea<l.-men; after wh ich
th council adjourned.
·

Second day.
A(;Gl" T 12, 1 i 3.

T_he council con v nec1 at two o'clock. Blackfoot made a long speech to bis_ pe~ple
telling 1,h m of the number of whites that are coming into t heir country and going ID
J11clitb'1; Ba in, eating the game, and their stock eating the grass on which the buffalo
and antelop , tbe Io<iian food, feeu.
The council opened with prayer by General Whittlesey.
.
Ir. Bn 'OT. I do not wish to sa.v tbo same things I <lid yesterday. I thrnk yo
h Hrd them all, ancl bav t,bought of them, an<l are ready to sar sometbio<Y in re•1 ard
to the bu iu s of which we talked. We have been thinking about, it, an<l o have yon.
'ow you have 8omething to say about it, and we are ready to li ten. The bu_ int •
ah_ont the land i yours more than it is anybody else's. If a man ha a great thmi?
think about ho do not mind little things; if be ~es the sun, and can look at th
~ do • _not waut to look at a lit,tle camp-tire. Some other time ho will ~ook at th
lttt] tl11ugs; ·o now we will talk of the great matter, and some other time we
talk of th lit,tl things.
Br,., KFOOT. What mon say one to the other is good. Look at me. I am a big m
I, h'.n: · a big b art, an<l what I say i true. The white have b en digging gold
~•, nngrant 'nl ·h fort u year . Perhap the white ruen think tile Crow do not knowtt hut~" ~lo know 11 ab ut it. AuoYo Emigrant Gulch 1 bear the white b~,·e fo
otlu:r <i1i;"'tng.. I lov t!Jc Great Father aud I love my white frieucl . I will talk
you .. The white be ve b • , 11 t aling onr' property. We are men, and know of it,
w will , me ch y a. k for the pay for our 0-01<1 that the white men took from n •
11, _'cl t g up _th . Y !low too , and cro
to the lake, an<l go through t? Heart )f
t,un 011 th
t1~k1110- Water. 'lbat wa , our country. Thi ummer wo mtend to,.
lf ar .Mo1111tam to g t kin for our lodg . One time on Big Rocky (Ro bnd).
,camp m ta wao-on and whit m n with it. Four chi fs went and book hand
th whit men. Th whit m 11 pulled ont their revolver and hot on of the
·b icf an<l kill<· 1 him, ucl bot anoth r who got w 11. Wb n w b ar<l of thi we cri •
, thotwht much about it, an<l th ·n tri d to forget it bccau e th whit
fri Del,
I
~Ir. BH 'XOT. Wb n wa that?
1 '-·' ' Kl' T. \\'h n ; ·n •ral, nlly fir t am into th ountry to fight the ioux. ( 1 ~Vy <1'? no~_un<l' tn.n~ you about tl.J ountry. W, under tood II art 1 unt in_
trnkrn~ 1 tv r w~:r _in tb, ' row r . rva.tion, but yon ay it i no . Abov ~he
ht·y have be ·n d1 1m1n"' irol l · now the white want to takn Hear fouutam, n
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do not unclerstand it. From Emigrant Gulch on this side we do not want to sell; above
it we will sell you. We go to Judith Basin iu the winter and locate on the creeks.
The buffalo and antelope are ours. The whites kill them and put poison on t.hem to
hill wolves; they kill our horses wit~ their poison. We say it _is all right, becaus~ we
love the white man and hold on to bis bands. We are now tellrng you what we thrnk.
Dr. Hunter went down the river to the ·w arm Spring and loca,ted himself down there.
I want yon to bear and believe what I say. When we go for buffalo we find trappers
hunting all over our country and men going everywhere on it. They think w_e do not
know of it, but we do. White men who have married our women are stoppmg here
for the Crows. When we kill our enemy, one who is hostile to everybody, the whites
ought to be glad. Along time ago young White Bear, an Indian brave, and awl.Jiteman,his
friend, went together to fight t.he Sioux. They fought side by side. The white man was
killed. Diel the red man rnn away 1 No; he fought by the side of his white friend; and
avenged his death. They fought hand in hand; and so they died. The bones of the
Feel man and white are now mingled together. That shows we are friends of the white
man; and as the reel man and white man died, hand in hand, so ought we to live.
Right close to the agency this year Dr. Frost, a white man, and two Crow women
were killed l>y the Sioux. The white man and the red women died together. That is
why we want to war against the Sioux. Tbe white men did not avenge the death of
the wl.Jite man, but we avenged the death of both the white and the red people. ·we
think, when we died together as friends, we ought to live together as friends. We say,
yes, yes, to what you say, and we wish to do what is best for both whites and Indians.
What we we-re told at Laramie I have in my heart. They told us to look out a white
mau with a good heart for our agent. We have fonnd him. Here be is in Pease. He
does not drink whisky; he likes us. He does not offer us whisky, and we like him.
Pease never made any Indians mad at him; the children all like him; he is kiud to all
ofus. What we ask you to do is to permit, him to stay, and then we will listen to w1lat you
say. You come to hear what we have to say. I tell you, up above, on the river, the
whites are digging gold. You can buy that conntry for the whites. We do not hide
anythi'ng; we are men. From Emigrant Gulch to the Forks you can have; below it
you cannot. I am a man, and that is what I say. We do not want a railroad alongside of the river. What do you think about it 7 We do not want Pease to go away.
Wen.ever bun a white man, and we can always look in the white man's face and shake
bauds with him. The Nez Perces Indians made peace with us, and they like us. The
Bannock Indians shake hands with us, but they do badly. You should talk to them.
When we went to Laramie the commissioners asked us to make peace with the Snakes.
We did so and love them; we know and like Wash-a-kie, and we made peace with him.
If you count the Crows there are fourteen hundred men. We would like you to g-ive us
guns enough for them, and plenty of horses, and to give us food for all time, as long as
there are Crows, and that is what we want for our piece of land.
CRAZY Srsnm-IN-LAW, (a chief.) We do not want Pease to go away. My boy does
not want him to go away. He gives you a horse (to the commission) to keep Pease
here. (He gave the commissioner a stick as a pledge represent,ing a horse.)
Mount:o~in Chief's daughter and Crazy Sister-in-Law's little daughter presented
robes, sa,ying, "We want Pease to stay with the Crow tribe." All the children gathered
about Major Pease to bold on to him.
'l'be council here adjourned unceremoniously, after wbichWurrE Mounr said, "Blackfoot did wrong in 8euding everybody away from the
oouncil. I do not feel right abont it. I thonght the counc'il was going to be a good
one. \.Ve cannot help it, but we do uot like it."
Other Iudians came forward and said they had nothiug to do with breaking up the
council. Plenty of others wislied to talk, but Blackfoot did it all.
Conncil re-assembled at five o'clock. Iron Bull, head-chief, being sick, did not
retnrn.
Mr. BRUNOT. Do any of yon want to talk 1
BLACKFOOT. You asked us to come back and now we want to hear what you have to
say.
Mr. BRUNOT. We are glad to see the chiefs back, but we would like to see more of
the young men, aud hope more will come. I want to talk a little about what Blackfoot said, and about some other things. I want to talk as I always do, true and
straight. I don't want my words to be like the winds that go off and are never seen
again. I want them to go into your ears and into your hearts, and if you do not hear
them now, some day you may be sorry for it. I want you to remember all I say, and
some day you will say, that white man told us the truth. When a man sees the whirlwind coming, does he tell it to stop f No! He gets out of the way; he cannot stop it.
,!i- wise man looks ahead; he sees what is coming and he gets roady for it. I see what
JS coming over this country.
I know what is good for the Indians, and I want you to
know it, too. I have been on the Platte, and on Wind River, and on the Missouri, and
away to the ocean, and what do I see V You do not see it, but I do. I see the white
man's towns coming further au<l further; they are almost here. A few years ago,
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where these towns now are, t,h ere were buffalo. Tbe buffalo nsed to be on the Platte.
a th ey are now on the Big Horn and Powder River. They are all gone now. Why are
they so plenty here still t They ha,ve been driYen from there and hwe come up here.
Tbe ionx cannot find any buffalo on the Platte, so they come up north to hunt them.
If the Crows went to the Platte and the Republican, they would not fiud any huffal
there. They have come up here. Auel when they are killed off here, th ey will be all
gone everywhere. Buffalo are the Indi an's bread, but they are going away, and soon
will be all gone, and the frfonds of tbe Indians want them, by that time, to have something else. We want you to have lands that you can keep, so that you will have
plenty to eat; we want you to teach your children so that they may live on white
man's food. These Indians who have eaten white man's food know it is good. When
you went to Fort Laramie you made a treaty with the white men. I was not there.
but here is the paper that t ells me what the treaty was. It says, "The Crows shall
have a piece of land always." It is for yon and your children. That piece of laml wa
marked on these maps. Some of you think it was larger than it is. I do not know
who told you that. lt was wrong; it was a mistake. If the Crows think the laud inot large enongb, I am sorry; but I see how hard it is to keep this piece of lan<l. for
3·ou. 'ome of it bas the gold mountains on it. I see wherever gold mountains are.
there white meu go. They ought not to come here for it; it is not their land. The
Great Father does not want them to come on the Crow laud, but he is a long way off:
be cannot see wi1h his own eyes into the gulches and mountains. He bas heard about
the gold mountains and the people in them. He bas also beard that the Crows do not
go into t,he mountains much, anu be thinks if the whites go into the Crow mountn.in.,
the Government ougb t to pay you for tbe lands. If the land goes away from you, b.v
. men going her~, there, and everywhere, after a while it is all gone and yon have
nothing for it, llllt if you sell the land and let the people go into it, and the Great
FaH1er pays you for it, year after year, you will get things you need, and have th em
always. You will get them aft.er the buffalo are all gone. The Great Father is 111aki nu
the railroad. It is like tbe whirlwind. I cannot stop it; nobody can. I might as well
try to stop the Yellowstone with my hand. I cannot do it. The Sioux thongbt they
bad stopped the Great Father's soldiers last summer. The Great Father told tbe oldiers when they went there, if they met tbe Sioux and they made trouble, to corn
back, till they could talk about it, and now there are more soldiers coming this way
than all the Sioux warriors number, and th ey are g;oing to pnt a war-house on the borller of the Sioux country, at the mouth of Powder River. You have not seen many of
the Great Father's soldiers here; very few. But away to the east there are many thousands of them.
·
Now, about this laud. I told you the Great Father wants to give you pay for it, and
have you sell the mountains at this end of your reservation. It belongs to the Cro"· ,
aud the Great Father does uot want it to be taken away without your getting pay for
it. Blackfoot talked about selli11g a little piece at the npper end. Suppose we were
to ay that will do; we will pay for that little piece; it would do no good. Here an:
mountains that people are going into now, and the same trouble would come agaia.
Is not that sof I want to tell you another thing about the treaty, aml I want you to
know tbat it is not I who say this, but it is what the treat.y says. I am going to tell
you what the paper says. The Urows have for their laud, always what is marked on
th!s map, ( ·bowing the bonuds of the resnvation on the map.) Here i Crazy Moun•
tam on the River; h ere is .Judith Basin; h ere the MisRouri . The treaty say tbi i,
thelan<loftbeCrow for ver,(rnarkingrescrvation.) Th niti-aysaslonga tberear
any 1.,nffalo, and a lon()' as the white m n are not here (in Judith Bai,in) with farmth Y may n-o there and bunt. , 'o on Tongne River and Powder River; yon can ~·l
ther . Bla -~foot ays white p ople are going into Jntlith Bas in. The tr aty doe w
ay that ,,h1te dare_ not go th •re, b1tt tbe treaty ays Iudians and whites both can-.
~b ·n•. In'" •r ,va m Jn<.litb Bil in, but I have beard of it, and I have heard that 1
J a h<·ttn country than tbi ; that it is good for gm., s, and that there i plentr o
wat ·r wocd, and_ ga1!1e. I know th railroad i not going t.b r e, but that it 1 comm~
along hn<'. l thmk 1f th C:row fodians coulcl have Judith 13a8in in tead of tbb.
_tLat tlu y ,\ uld own it, and c uld ·ome utaucl lrnnthn<', itwonl<l. b good. Tb way i
J 1:ow the
row , th whit' m n, and any oth r Indians can go there, bnt orb Jud,:.n.· tunnot ·c 1:11 bn wit_bont th p nn1ssion or the Crow, ; lint if the row h
that for, n•,·<'natiou, th wb1tPa clar, not O'O there at all antl oth r Indian could u
g th ·1 with ut th
row. p<'miittl'<l th m to dos . B~1t the row could come b
nnd t1111t a Ion a th r ir; gamr. That couutry th re is not a large a thi couurry
hc-r' lm~ th
onntry a!l arouu(l it yon could go t all the :am ; but, b can: t
; u1 fry 1. no o la1g if yon go tb r )-on ongl1t to bav omo pay for the diflcr u
1 l P tn u1 · HJ th •~·owa-" c1. · to lJ · frd fonr year. ; om bo ly told the 'row it ,...-n. fi
~ ·nr.· i I hat wa a m1 take· it was not tn1 . TJ1i j th la t y ar, but I do not
!t to. tnp. I want tha th y hall bav plenty to at. Tho Gr at Father at W
1~. ton_" ant. tb. m to baY plr11ty t
at, but ev ry fonr y ar th y bav a new
1 ,ill• 1 at \\ 11!-hm t n · p rlrnp .· · m other man may be r at Fath r ome day.
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be may not want yon to have these t~ings. I hope yS)n will always have them until
you learn to make them like the white men; but I ~annot tell; a new Great Father
may be a different kind of a man. Now you can fix 1t so that 1t does not make an_y
difference vd.10 the Great Father is, but you can al ways have plenty. You can do it
this way: if you like J 11dith Basin, and want it for a reservation, we can go and say to
the Great Father it is smaller than this reservation, and for t,hat reason you ought
to have something always every year, in pla~e of th~ big piece of country ~hich y~u
sell. We can ask him to give the Crows Judith Basrn, and, beca1_1se you give up this
reservation, to give you food anrl things yoLl need, so that you will never want. We
can ask him to g1ve you this, the interest of a million dollars, and everr year you
would get fifty thousand dollars in food and such things as you need ; that 1s what we
would ask the Great Father to do, and we thjnk he would do it, but we do not know
whether he would do it or not; he might think it too much, but if he thinks it is too
much, and does not agree to it, it would be all the same as it is now. I have told you
much that I think, and what I tell you is what I think is the best thing that could be
done for you. These gentlemen with me all think the same way. I do not thinK: I am
wrong, and I know that I will not be afraid to meet the Crows anywhere, here or rn the
spirit-land, for what I have done is for your good and all I tell you is true and comes
from my heart.
BLACKFOOT. What you have s~tid we have listened to and we think it is true. At
Lammie the treaty was made. We did not feel right. We bad made a long journey and
were tired and sick. They gave us some horses. They thought they were doing a
big thing, and making us a big present. But the horses were wild like the antelope.
We caught them with the lasso. They jumped and kicked; we held on tight to them,
but they got away from us; we were sick hunting them, and when we got home nearly
all of theru were go:ie. The commissioners told me that we should have plenty of food
given us for fort,y years. They were big men who talked with us; they were not
drunk when they told us. We were men and heard them, and so it ought to be written in the treaty. I told the commissioners at Laramie that I had seen the Sioux commit a great massacre; tliey killed many white men. But the Sioux are still there and ·
still kill white men. When you whip the Sioux come and tell us of it. You are afraid
of the Sioux. Two years ago I went with the soldiers; they were very brave; they
were going through the Sioux country to Powder River and Tongue River. We got
to Prior Creek, just below here in the Crow country. I wanted to go ahead into the
Sioux country, but the soldiers got scared and turned back. I was there and so were
others who are here; they know what I say is true. The soldiers said they were going
to Tongue River, but they got frightened at the Sioux and turned back. 'l'be soldiers
were tlie whirlwind; they went toward the Sioux country, but the whirlwind turned
back. Last summer the soldiers went to Prior Creek again ; again they said they
were going through the Sioux country, but they saw a few Sioux; they were afr~id of
them; they got scared and turned np to the Muscle-Shell, and went back again: again
the whirl wiud was going through the Sioux country, but again the whirl wind turned
back. We are not the whirlwind, but we go to the Sioux; we go into their conntry;
we meet them aud fight, bnt we do not turn back; but we are not the whirlwind.
You say the railroad is coming up the Yellowstone; that is like the whirlwind and
cannot .be turned !Jack. I do uot think it vdll come. The Sioux are on the way and
you are afraid of them; they will tum the whirl wind back. If you whip the Sioux,
and get them out of its way, the railroad may come, and I will sa,y nothing.
We were born on this side of the Yellowstone and were raised here. It is good
land. There is plenty of good land here. 'l'imher and grass and water are plenty,
and tb_ere is m_uch game iu the mountains. You talk about Judith Basin, and say you
are go mg to give us plenty to eat. We do not want to exchange our land. You are
my frieud. If we were to go to the white man's country and bloody it as they do our country, yon wonld not like it. For many years I have known the whites. You have a biolieart, but it is not so with the white men who come into my country. Some of the~
never sucked their mother's _breasts. I think they were raised like the buffalo, and
sucked a buffalo cow for their mother. They have no hearts. I was not raised in that
way; ! am a man. I was raised aud sucked milk from my mother's breast. There is
no white man's blood on our hands, and I am not ashamed to shake hands with vou.
What I say is true. I am yonr frie11d. Tile sun sees me aml h ears what I say. 'The
Great Spirit hears roe and know!'! it is trne. Did I ask these white men to come here
and crowd me¥ Buffalo robes are my money; we have some buffalo left yet. If I o-o
to the buffalo country and bring no roucs back, the traders will not look at me; th~y
won't ~e gfad to see me anrl shake l1ands with me, and say "How," "How," as they
would 1f I had plent) I think yon had better leave Pease with us as be was before.
If yo u put anybody else here, very soon th ey ·w ill kick me in the face with their foot.
A~l the men who have Crow women, we don't want them sent away. They are my
fnends and I want them to live as I do .
. Mr. BR NOT. About Pease I have nothing to say. I told you I liked him; and I
like other good men who do right to the Indians. The Great Father does as he pleases
7
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about these things, so I have nothing more to say about it. But as to what I said
about Judith Basin. I know every man cannot think alike. Blackfoot in some thing
does not think just as I do. He says what he thinks; I say what I think; both are
men. What difference if we do not think alike in everything¥ We can be friends.
I am not afraid to sa,y what I know is right; so Blackfoot says what he thinks
is right, and I like it. The Great Father sent me to talk to the Sioux; they asked for
guns to fight the Crows. I said they could not have them. I was not afraid of Sioux
soldiers; so now I would not be afraid of my friends, the Crows. If I am not afraid to
speak to enemies, I am not afrai<l to speak my mind to my friends. I want yo_u to
know, and you clo know, that what I say is true, and that it is for your good, so you
will think and talk about it, and, perhaps, after awhile, you will think I was right.
uppose you think I made a mistake; you are still my friends; you are the white man's
friend all the same. Bnt you must talk about these things and see if they arc not
good. What have I been waiting for f Because I like you anc1 want to do something
for yon. I have staicl a long time ; we have had two days' talk ; we talked of things
that were in the past and of things that are now. Ent this matter of the laud is the
most important thing; if we get it fixed we can settle the little things afterward.
'l'he agency buildings were lmrned up; they ought to be bnilt somewhere else very
soon, and they ought to be built ancl iu a good place where the stake will be down
strong; where there is plenty of wood and water ancl good farming-land, and where
the Indians can stay in the winter without having their heads blown off by the wind.
You want it where you can stay. Suppose the question of the fand is settled; then we
can locate the agency. If you decide to go to Judith Basin, we will put the agency 011
some of the streams there in a good place. Snppose you do not want to go there; then
the agency must be put on some creek here. I am afraid if the stake is put down here
it will not be a strong stake in the ground, but if it were pnt at Judith Basin, I think it
would be, but it is for you to know what is best. You need not talk: till you think
about it. I think I can stay till to-morrow night, aD(l I will hear all yon want to say
by that time. I think you can decide about these things, so we ca,n take your words
to the Great Father; so we can pnt it in a paper; 1.,nt I do not know; we will see.
Wou.-'s Bow. We have been talking to each other a long time. You have said what
you have to say. If you want my land that is over here, (above,) I tell you we will
se11 it to yon. We asked you for :fifteen hnndred guns of all kinds for the mines; we
want them right away in ten days. If you want to build a new agency, go to the foot
of the canon on thiR side of tbe land we give yon. We will go for bn:ffalo, and when we
come back we will find the new buildings there. We told the peace commissioner
at Laramie we would hold on the white man's hands always. It was put on paper
there; we have a, copy, and I will show it to you. We said to one another then, we
would never point our gnus at each other as lon~ as we were Crows. The Sionx tight
the whites; they wanted to g'ive us mules and 11orses to help them fight the white,
bnt we wonld not. We have fonght the Sioux, and have left many good men on the
battle-fields. When I go for buffalo, the Sionx fight rue for my laud. I will continue
to fight tbem. If tbe soldiers go to fight my enemy, the Sioux, they do not go far;
they turn back close to here. We went to figlit them this summer; they were as well
armed as we wer . We want you to tell tho Great Fa,ther the Sioux have more gun~
than thoy onght to have, and he ought not to give them any more.
Mr. B_R , T. The Great Father does not give them auy gnns. I am afraid the Sioux
g }t their armr; from the same kind of people who give whisky to the River Crow. I
got up to ay that we have been here a luug time. I have talked a great deal, and o
ha.v you, and we bac1 b tter think about it a little. We I.Jave some tobacco we want
to gi_v ,,~n, ~ncl ':'' want you all to cowe to-morrow morning.
Aft ·r cl1stnbnting 8<HI1 e tobacco the council adjonrned.

Third clay.
AU GUST

]3, 1 i3.

INDIAN AFFAIRS.

503

Laramie. Yesterday I told you some of the things I r~~~,i~ it: To-day l will tell ;ou
a<1ain becanse Blackfoot asks me to do so. It reads, I his 1s a treaty made at r ort
L~ra~ie on the 7th of May 1868 between the peace commission and the chiefs and
head-me~ of the Crow Tribe of Indians." Article first says, "There shall al ways be
peace between the Crows and the Government. If bad men, the whites or a1!y other
people, do wrong to the Crows, they must tell t,he agei~t, and the Great F':"tner. will
have them punished. If bad men among the Crows kill or harm the white men or
t.ake their property, they are to bring them to the agent and have them punished."
BLACKFOOT. Who made this treaty f
.
Mr. BRUNOT. I will read their names: Generals Harney, Sherman, Augur, and others.
This copy that Show-his face has was made by Captain Burt at Fort Smith, and it is a
copy of the one the peace commission made. The one I h~ve is just the same.
The second article says the United States agrees that this country shall be set apart
for the occupation of the Crows and other friendly Indians, whom they wish to have
and whom the United States consents shall occupy it. The country begins ·where the
one hundred and seventh degree of longitude crosses the southern boundary of Montana; then up in a straio-ht line to the Yellowstone; then following it till it crosses
the southern boundary of Montana; and thence in a straight line east to the place of
beginning. Th 's country is for the Crows and the people who are sent to live with the
Crows. Then it says after that time the Crows give up all right to any part of the
United States except this part embraced in the reservation.
.
The third article says, because the Crows gave up the ot.her country the Umted
States agrees to build, on Otter Creek, a warehouse, a honse for an agent, doctor,
carpenter, miller, blacksmith, and engineer, and when the children of the Crows are
sent to school, a man sha.U be sent to teach them; and, a school-house shall be built;
a11d when it is time to do so, the United States is to build a saw-mill, grist-mill, anti
shi ngle-mill.
·
Article fourth sa;ys, the Crows agree, when a house for the agent and other buildings
are lmilt, that they will make the res~rvation their home al ways, and they shall not
settle anywhere else; but as long as there is peace between the Crows aud the whites
they may hunt buffalo where there are any and where there are not too many whites.
Article £ft,h says, the agent shall live among the Crows, and listen to their complaints, and do as the treaty says. If the Crows or the whites do anything wrong, the
agent is to send word to the Great Father about it; and what the Great Father decides
is right, that the agent shall do.
Article sixth says, if any of the Crows, or any one whom the Government and the
Crows allow to live wit,h them, wish to farm, the agent shall help them; and if any
Indian selects a piece of land for a farm it E>hall be entered in a book, anrl it shall
always be his, and he can get a paper from the agent to say that is his. The Great
Father may, at any time, survey the land, and mark it out in patches, to show what
each one owns. The United States may make laws to show what kind of title · the
Indian people shall have.
BLACKFOOT. It is all lies; we do not want to hear any more. Wrap it up and throw
it all away. \Ve will not have that treaty.
Mr. BRUNOT. Yon bad better hear it all and know what you are to get. (At this
point there was much excitement among the Indians, many of them declaring they
woultl hear no more. After waiting a few minutes Mr. Brunot insisted upon silence,
and said:) Yon asked me to read the treaty. I am go,ing to tell you all that is in it.
It goes on to say that all treaties made before this one are gone, but from the time of
this treaty, the United States agree to send to the Crows the followiug articles: For
each male Indian over fourteen yeal's of agt', a suit of good woolen clothes ; for each
woman over twelve years of age a flannel skirt, or goods to make it, some calico, or
twelve yards of cotton domestic; and for the boys ;tnd girls younger than fourteen and
twelve years, flannel and cotton goods to make each one a snit; and it says, so that
the _Great Father can send these things, the agent shall each year send word how many
!nd1ans there are to get them. This is to he done for thirty years. That is your annu1 ty goods.
In addition to this, the Great Father is to send mouey to the agent to use
for the.benefit of the Indians at the agency-not to· give the money to them, but to
i;pend it for their benefit and make them comfortable a,ncl happy. If t,he Indians do
not want the clothing, they are to tell the agent what they do \Vant; and if the Great
Father thinks it is good for them he will send them what they want, instead of the
clot.bing, but the agent must send to the Great Father word what they want, and the
Great Father runst give permission to do so, before any cuange can be made. l!'or fear
some one might not give all their goodi; to the Indians, s .>me officer must come and see
that the.y get them. The U:ni ted ~tates agree to sen,1 an agent, physician, engineer,
blacksmith, carpenter, and farmer, and to pay t,beru while they are here. It says the
Crows mu t have food for four years.
I did not make this treaty. ·1 see that, although the Crows may have macle a mistake about the land, the treaty is good for them. The Great Fa,r,her lives a long way
off; he i trying to keep his part of the treat,y; bnt I told yon he could not see into
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the gulches and all these places, and he cannot come from ·washington with all the
goods that are sent. One man cannot always tell what is being done a great way off,
but he ·wants to do the best he ca,u for you, and wants you to do the best you can for
him. You know the goods last year and year before were better than you got before.
The reason is, men are trying to get what is right for you. I want you to understand
it and Unow that there are bad white men, just as there are bad Indians. A uad white
man steals your horse; it is not the Great :Father, nor is he to blame for it. If a bad
Crow takes a horse I do not blame it on Blackfoot ·; but if a white man take a
Crow horse the agent finds it out and tries to have the man punished. Sometimes be
runs away. So it is with the Indians. The chiefs do not want bad Indians to do wrong;
neither does the Great Father want bad whites to do wrong to you. Now, .we all understand about the treaty, and we will put it away and say nothing more about it.
After you have been thiuking about it, you may decide that Judith Basin is a good
place.to keep always. If you do you can then come here and hunt, just as yon do there
now. The difference is, now you own this, and hunt and stay over there; but if you
sell tltis, you would own over there, and could come and bunt here. I have talked a
long time, but it is your fault, not mine. You asked me to tell you what was in the
treaty. When I told you some of it you wanted me to stop. That is not right. If you
want to know what is in a man, you want to know all about him; so it is with this
paper, and when you have beard it all it is not so bad for the Crows.
BLACKFOOT. We wanted to know just what was in that treaty, and my friend has
told us. I have said before that we are friends, and that we like each other; yet we
have different thoughts in our hearts. The first time I went to Fort Laramie and met
the peace commissioners, what each said to the other, we said" Yes, yes." The second
time we went, we signed the treaty; but neither of us, my white friends nor the Indian
chiefs, said ,:Yes, yes," to what is ip that treaty. What we said to them, and what
they sai<l to us, was" Good." ·we said "Yes, yes," to it; but it is not in the treaty.
Shane was there the first time, ancl what he interpreted to us are not· the words that
are in the treaty. The first time we went, we did not sign the treaty; we only
said" Yes, yes," to eacli other. The Indian way of making a treaty is to light a pipe,
and the Indians and their white friends smoke it. When we were in council at Laramie, we asked whether we might eat the buffalo for a_long time. They said yes.
That is not in the treaty. We tol<l them we wanted a big country. They said we
l1ould have it; and that is not in tbe treaty. They promised us plenty of good , and
food for forty years-plenty for all the Crows to eat; but that is not in the treaty.
Listen 1.o what I say. We asked, '' Shall we and our children get food for forty years?"
They said" Yes;" but it is not that way in the treaty. They told us when we got a
good man for agent he should stay with us; but it is not so iu the treaty. We a ked
that the white man's road along Powder River be abandoned, aucl that the grass be
permittell to grow in it. They said" Yes, yes;" but it is not in the treaty. The la~d
that we used to own we do not think of taking pay for. We used to own the land lil
tho Mucl River Valley. These old Crows you see here were born tLere. We owned
Ior
Creek, the tin king Water, and Heart's Monntains. Many of tltese Indian
were born there. So we owned the country about Powder River aud Touo-ne River,
and many of our young men were horn there. So we owned the mouth of Mu cle1,h 11, and 'razy Mountain, and Jndith Basin; many of our chil<lren ,vere born there.
'.'ow told th commi sioners. They aid" Yes, yes;" but tltere is not,hing about it
m the trraty. \Ve told th m there were many bad Indians, but that we wonld bold
on to th• l1and of tbe white man, and wonhl love each other. '\-Ve told them the
PiPgans, th
ioux, and other t,rihes ha\·e killed wltite men. ·we to1cl them the white
wc•rr. afrai,l of them. I asked them to look at u ; that we had 110 arm , an<l they
i,.honlrl not 1,p afraid of th
rows. Tb<'y 1,ai<l "Ye yes·" but it is uot o written in
t~ trNtty. Tb tr aty, you say, lia hought all on~·· ]a;d, except on this hle of thP
11v r.
Ancl what do we get for it. I am a. hamed about it. \Ve sell our land and
what <1~> we f't for it! W gt-'t a pair of stockings, ancl when w pnt tll m on they
go to J>H·c·e. . 'rtwy grt some olcl shirt , an<l ha,Ye. thPm wa8h ecl, and o-ive them to u :
w pu th m on and Otll' <'I hows "O right through them. Tit y encl n , tin kettle ; ~• •
fO to~ t wat r to car_ry o our lo<lgN! ; vrn <lip the water np, I.mt it nll ruu out agarn .
Iba 1. wba w · "f't for onr ]and. \Vby do thcv not sHnd u annuity croods? \\ e rro
to_ tb lrnffa}o <'~rnntrr an<l rr t . kin:; ; oi.1r wi v • clr . . th m, ancl we
them to our
fn •n<l.. \\
1ve mmr pr ' Pnts to onr whitP friencls than all th annnit.v o-o d we
get ar worth.
ncl thi. i what we g t for onr land ,·. \Vbat croo,1 ar given u · ar
110 b •tt pr than"<' gi\'C' tlw whit . , and I clo not , , what wr ar gctLillO' for our land •
\Y trl<l tb ·ommi .. ion at Larami• that the ,'ionx w r iu our ot11ftrv on Tongue
!1h·er. :rh ,'iun:· ancl th e 'row. ar at war; ~·et I w ut into thr ,"ionx-c~mp alo~
1 b Y otl •r d to gn·r. u. two bnn,ln·d and . ixty bor . and mu]
all taken from whit
men if w wonld join th ·01 • bnt wr r fn. !'Cl to do o. The:r took m by th arm an<l
n ke l 111 • to ta · with th<'lll and light thr whit .- · bnt I p111l <1 loo ·e from tb m aud
mnlrl no rlo o. I tolcl th• ommi . ion that I wa. a. k .d to hold th " ·hit with my
l 17 h; n 1 • n,1 th 'ioux with m~· rigb hand; but uow I rr, y my right baud to b

gi~·
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wLit,es, anrl wonld hold on to them; tb~y sairl. "Yes, ~res." Dut uone of this is in the
treaty. We told them we had plenty of fish and game; and when they got scarce we
wonl<.l tell them, and ask help from ther;n.
,
.
.
.
They said "Will you sell the Powder River country, Jad1th Dasrn, and Wrnd River
countryP '1 told them no; but that is not in the treaty. Wlrnn Major Camp came
here as ao·ent
we gave him a present of a la,r 0 e nurn ber of robes to send to the Great
0
Father. We' never beard that the Great F~ther got tho8e robes; we would like to
hear al,out them. The Crow tribe want Major Pease to remain with us as our agent.
Some of the young men want him to take them to see the Great Father at Washington.
You ask us to tell yon what we want. We want Mexican blankets, elk-teeth, beads,
eagle-feathers, and panther and otter skins. We like fine horses and needle-guns;
these things are to us what money is to you.
Mr. BRUNOT. I told you last night I could not stay much longer. I would like to
stay a rnont,h, and then I might want to stay longer. I would like to stay and tal_k ~o
you, and hear you talk. Our hearts are close toget,her. You know.what I have said ~s
true. Sometimes we know a thing is good, yet we want, to keep 1t away from us; 1t
troubles us. A man has a horse which he likes; somebody offers him something for it
that is better; at first be does not want .to part wit.h the horse; he thinks of it, and
finds be gets something bette~ for it; then he will let it go. Just so abo,ut this land;
The place on which we were horn and raised we think is all the good p1ace there is.
Those tbat were born on Wind River thought that 110 other place was as good; those
who were- boru down on the Ydlowstone tuought no p1ace was as good as that. 'rhe
same meu have been here a while; nqw they think this is better. You have this reservation; you think it a good place to live on; and you go to Judith Basin to hunt.
Yon are right; this is a good place, an'd you do 11ot like to t.bink abor1t making a change.
It belongs to yon, and you can do as yon p lease about it. If you listen and do as I
want, I think it is good. 1f you do not think it is good, I will still say you can
do as you please about it. It is like a man who does not want to let his liorse go
till he tbinks about it; when he thinks about it and finds it is better to do so, he lets
it go. The man thinks about it till he gets his miud made up. It ought to be the
same way about this business. You should think about it and talk about it. Do not
put it away out of yonr mind until you are sure you are going to do right. Do not put.
it off till you find the commission is goue and all onr words are lost. ·when we come
together again you can come and tell us what yon think about this business. If you
11ut it off till some other time it may be too la,te. The treaty says the white men,
the Crows, and other IuJians can go to Judith Basin. lf the Crows wanted to live in
Gallatin Valley they could not do it. The white men are there; so, if the white men are in
Judith Basin, the Great Father cannot let the Crows live there; it will be too late after
the white men are there. The whites are uot there now; and before it is too late I
would like the Crows to think about it and decide. But do not forget you can do just
as you like best. Yon are men, and can make up your own minus; and what I tell yon
is because I :1m your friend, and want you to have good houses and plenty to live on.
If a mau was to tell me to come and get some of the Crow land for myself, I would
want to strike him to the ground. I do not want anything you have, nor do I come to
get things for other meu. I come because the Great Spirit tells we it is right to do
good to the reu men. What I say is from the heart, and the time will come when yon
will remember my words. I will say nothing more now. ' I want you to come a.nd
talk about the· matter, and I will take your words to tb~ Great Father. After that I
will tell yon somethiug in regard to what Blackfoot said about goiug to ·washington.
I want to tell you about tbat after the other things are settled.
BJGAit-\VOLl?, What we say and agree to, we say" YeR, yes," to, ou both sides. Blackfoot went to Fort Laramie. They talked with each other; they said'' Yes, yes.' 7 But
~hen he camo back we did not agree to what hall been done. We want to go to ·washrngton and ·ee tue Great J<'ather. The chiefs are here, and we want to holtl ou to our
lands. Yon bring a treaty; it is full of lies. The words that have gone to the Great
J?atber have al ways been lies. India,ns that fight the whites, the whites al ways do
what they want. If yon take ns to Wasbiugtou we will slrn,ke hauds with our friends .
The Great Father will talk good to ns. I want no bad lnck on the way. The old meu
ar_e here; you i:;ee them; so are the J'ouog ruon. It is us who own the laud, and we
will have our sa,y about it. We waut yon to give us the means to go to Washington.
The council lrnre adjourned.
•
Fonrth day.
14, 1873.
'1'!10 clliefs, how-

AUG UST

Owing to the protracted rain no general council was held to-tlay.
ever, were gathered iu coun<.:il, contiuuing all the 11iftcrnoon.
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Fifth day.

AUGUST 15, 1 i3.
Council convened at twel-ve o'clock. Blackfoot made a long speech to his people
being frequently interrupted by the other Indians.
Council opened with prayer by Geneml Whittlesey; after which three hours were
given the Indians in which to discuss among themselves the propositions in the articles of agreement.
Council re-assembled at three o·'clock.
Mr. BRUNOT. When we ceased talking in the council it was raining, and we said we
had talked a good while and now it was time to think some and make up our minds.
That was what I told you, and the chiefs said H was. good to tbiuk about it. I told
you to make up your minds, and whatever yon said, so it should be. If you decided
not to sell this place, then we know the Crows do not want to sell it; but I told you
what I tbought was good for you to do. I asked yon to think and see if you could not
do that. The next day it rained so mnch t,bat we did uot come together again. I think
the rains came so that yon would have a longer bme to think and decide what you
would do. The rain comes on the gronn<l ; tlien the sun comes and makes the ground
warm, and makes the grain grow for food for your ponies :rncl the buffalo. So to· day
the sun is bright and beautiful; and I hope that the Cro,v ' hearts are good, and that
they will decide to do what is good for themselves. ·whatever you do I hope it is for
a, long time and for your good. We talked three days, and now this is the last day to
talk, and whatever js done must all be don e t,bis evening, so tbat we ma? go in tbe
morning. What I said was put_jn a paper; :rn«1 if yon have decided to go to .Judith
Basin, we will put our names to the paper, and yon will pnt yonr names to it,, and we
will take it to the Great Father at Wa8bi1igtou. Bnt if yon have decided the other
way, we will tear up the paper, shake hands, arnl lie frjends all 1he same. Now we
want to know what you have made up yonr minds to do.
BLACKFOOT. We bave ueen meeti11g white men before. Whenever we met them we
had soructhing to say .to them. vVe met you, and you tohl us what was written dow_n
yon would take to the Great Father. We haYe talked three da.ys, aud my tongue 1s
uot tired .
Mr. Brunot tben explained tho provi ions of the articles of agreert1ent in a generftl
:way, and sai<l.: If you wish, tbe paper will be read; then you can put your names to
1t or not, as you wish.
BLA 1u· T. On tbi · side of tbe river and on the other side is onr country. If you
do not know anything about it, I will tell you about it, for I was raised here. You
mark all onr country, the streams anrl monnta.ins, an<l I would like to tell you about
it; and what I say I want you to take to your heart. You make ns think a great deal
to-day. I am ~t man, and am talking to yon. All the Indian tribes have not strong
arms and brave hearts like we have; they are not so brave. We love you and shake
ltaod with you, (taking Mr. Brunot's band.) We have g-one to Judith Basin a great
<leal, and you wish us to take it for a reservation. All kinds of men go there; trapp rs and bunters go t here poisoning game. The Sioux Indians, Crees, Santees, Mandan , A iueboines, Gros Ventres, Piegans, Pen d'Oreilles, Platbeads, the Mountain
Crows, tb River Crows, Banna ks, Snakes, and Nez Perce Indians and white people,
all go tb r . You wish us to take the Judith Basin for a reservation. All these Inclian wm come, and we wm likely quarrel; that is what we tbi11k about it. Judith
Ba in is a mall ba ·in; a great many people go there; we all go there to eat 1.mffalo.
I liav told ou about the ioux ,Yben they come to tight us. We go a long way from
our amp. All Indian are not as trong as we are; they give up and run off. If you
hav two dorr, if they go to fight, and you catch them and pull apart, wbeu you lt>t
th rn _1~0 th .Y fight again.
o it i wit,h the ioux and Crows. Yon tell me the railro_ad 1s c_01u1og 11p the Y llow tone. If you move this place away from here, the ionx
will b 11~ a whirlwind; tbt:ly will come a.11 l fight the whites; that 1s true a I tell you.
Along Pnor Mountain is tbe Crow trail. vVe Ji.ten to you, and what I tell yon i true.
'lh Y. ung "! n do not care what tbe,r do. W want ·orne of th m to 0'0 to\ a bingt n w_1th MaJ r_l' a , ancl what th y say th re wm be all right. I will tell you what
w , ill lo; n 1th 'r of us will live forever; in time both of us will die. We will 11
tb 11ar~ of ur r rvation containing th mountains from Clark's Fork, b low th
~nouutain , ~u<~ b val! ys we will not •11. The 'row young m n wrn go to,, hrngt n ~11d fix 1 up and ome back and tPll ns abont H. We will
11 tlie rang ef
rno1111ta111 toH act Ionntainancl 'lark Futlc Th yonnO'm nwill ellitat\Yah111gt n and th will ~Y. to th
r at Father at Washington, that h 'row bav a
_tr _ng hear. and ar w1llmg to · ·JI h<'ir land. When you ny thi and nive u pl nty
!0~1t w w1llta_lkab ~1ttb r•Mt ify uwn.nttobnyit. Tbo.cmountaiu ar full of
rnm · • The whit . think w clou't know about th miocA bnt we lo. "\Ve will U
011 i l>~g ·01mtry all tb ruonntai11 . i: w tc·ll u wbitt yo~ are goin<T to criv for our
mountain. . W wan pl •nt. for tlwm.
m I talking ri11ht
Th young m n tbiok
Ia!J1 t:lk1ngn,ht. Evr,r n hr i tr.\intrt gtplnt. Tb railroa1i coroiorr.
1
I
no 111·1 • ~ ·t.
n talk about Ju 1ith a iu. I hav h ard , bon it. I ant t
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se~ what yon will give for the_ mountai1;1s; then we will t:1lk about the rest of our land.
You think you have peace with the S10ux; I do not thmk yo~ have. You wa~t to
shake bands with them. We want to know whether you are gomg to fight the Sioux
or not· we want to know. We will see what the young men will do at Washing~on;
if they hear what is good, we will do it .. 'l'he rail~oa~ will not be here for ~ome time,
and before that we will be part of the time on ~his_side and part of the t1_me on _the
other side of the river. In the Gallatin Valley, 1f you sell a house and a little piece
of ground, you get paid for it,. I know tha~ is t~e whi_te .man's way of doing. The
white men arc all around us. On the other side of the nver all those streams belong
to the Crows. When the Sioux come there, we can run them off into the river. We
are friends· when our friends get horses stolen, we 5 ive them some. Many of our
horses are ;tolen here; four of my horses are gone now; last night some horses were
stolen. The Sioux took them along the mountains. On the other side of the gap, there
are plenty of houses full of everything. In Gallatin Valley are plenty of cartridges;
the Crows have none. If the Sioux come, I do not know what we shall fight them with.
See all these old women! They have no clothiug; the young men have no good bla,1;1kets. We would like the Nez Perces, when they raise camp, to come here; they die
with the Crows; they help to fight the Sioux. The last commission told us we coul<l
eat buffalo a long time. While we are here, the Flathead Indians take our horses. I
would like you to take our part anrl stop them.
Mr. BRUNOT. We talked a'bout .the horses this morning with Mfljor Pease; he is
going to send aud get them; and the troops will take the horses if they fiud where they
are, and they will bring th em back.
BLACKFOOT. We did not know you bad talked about it,. vVe would like you to say
"yes" to what we said. At Laramie we said, yes! bnt not to what is in the treaty.
Mr. BRUNOT. Tell Blackfoot every man is not like every other man. I was listeniug, and I heard all be said, and it went into my heart. If a man bears something that
makes him sorry, be looks sorry; if be thinks he is going to hear what is good, and he
does not bear it, he looks sorry. I heard all he said; and when he got through, it was
time for me to say something. Somebody took some horses. I heard it, and talked
with Major Pease, and be is going to send for them; he is going to send to Port Shaw,
and if they find the horses, they will ask the soldiers to get them back. You have an
agent to look ~fter such things, and he does the best he can. So, Major Pease is going
to try and get them back. They have one of our horses, too ; I guess you did not know
that. (This seemed to amuse them very much.) Now we will talk about the treaty;
it is far more important than a few horses. The paper that we have made about
Judith's Basin, I think we bad better read; then you will know what I think is good
for you. Then I will tell you what I think of your proposition. The miners were at
Emigrant Gulch long ngo; some are on Clark's Fork. The Great Father knows that;
be could send the soldiers and make them go away, but suppose he should do that,
what would happen 1 Some of these men would get mad at the Crows about it, and
would do something· wrong; and perhaps they would get others to help them, and perhaps the Crows would go after them, and somebody might get killed; perhaps a white
man, perhaps an Indian. If somebody got hurt, his friends would want revenge; soon
we would be quarreling. I do not want it to be so, nor does the Great Father want it.
The Great Pather says he does not want the Indians' land taken, nor does he want
trouble; so be sends us to see whether you will take money for what the white men
are doina-; and find a place for the Crows where there is no gold for people to run
after. If Blackfoot has a good American horse, and I have a horse that is not so good,
~ come aud say we will trade, and he will say I do not want to trade; he thinks about
1t _and _says, "my horse is better and you must give me something more;" if I say," I
will give you something more," then we make the trade. So with this country ; I say
to you, you have a big country, and some of these people are on it; yon like the country; I show you another conutry; you go to it; yon like it; I say if you like that
country, go there, and let the white people have this country, and we will give you so
much. You get all the annuity goods and all that is in the other treaty 1 but you get
them at Judith Basin instead of here. You live in this country now and hunt over
there; if you listen to me, you will live over there and come here and hunt as much
~s yon please. Then, every year as long as you and your children live, you have money
from the Great Father to buy what you want. Every year the Great Father asks the
agent what do the Crows want this year? The agent asks the Crows and the Great
Father sends the things; that is the way it is in the paper. 'l'hat is how it will be, if
we all say, '' yes," and put our names to t,he paper. The reason why I do not think
Bl_ackfoot's l?ropos~tion is good, is this: if the Crows keep the valley and sell the mountarn, the whites will want all the time to go through your country; your horses will
not be safe. If yon want wood it is nearly aU in the mountain. You sell even the
water-courses wit,h them ; it would not be good to sell that and keep this ; do you not
see tbatf The white men in the mountains wonld be glad if I agreed to what you
propose. If I cared only for them, I might agree to it, but I care for the Indians a1td
c3:nnot agree to it. I do not think that wonld be good for a.ny of us, for trouble
might come. If you cut off all above Clark's Pork, I wohld carry the pr0position to
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the Great Father, and be would give money for H, but I do not think that would beso
good a· to ell this place and take the other; you would not @;Ct as much for it. Blackfoot a ke<l me about the Sioux; some of them live on the Platte and on the Missouri;
they are holding the white man's band, and they do not come up to fight the Crow ,
but there arc some who are not holding the white man's hand. But the Great Father
has sent bis troops, and two boats have C.)me to the month of Powder Riv-er and the
ol<liers are building a war-house there. They are there now; you will soon hear of
their beiug there. In regard to going to Washington, I have something to tell you
about it, but it is best not to talk of that until we have settled about the land. I
think some of you ought to go to see the Great Father, and I want some of you to go,
and I want you to come and see me at the same time. You will see the other gentlemen who are here, and you will have a nice time and be much pleased. Yon cant.ell
the Great Father what we say" yes" to, with your own mouths. I want Major Pease
to go with you. All I am afraid of is when you come back, all the Crows will want to
go. Now I want you to take a vote and see whether you will agree to what we offer.
The sun is going down, and what we do ruust be done soon. If you agree to what we
offer, I will go away glad, for I think it is good. I have seen you a week, and I li~e
you, and I want nothing but good for you, and I will always tbink of you, and will
think for your good. I will do all I can for you, and whatever is right for the Great
l!,ather to send youi I will ask him to send; these gentlemen think the same. T!rn
Crows want some horses; we will ask the Great Father to sl:lnd you some, but we will
not put Hin the paper, for the paper is for all time. The horses would be soon gone;
hut what i in the paper for you to get lasts always; you get them eyery year. I will
rea<l what is jn the paper.
The articles of convention were then reau as follows:

A1·tioles of convention 'made and concluded on the 16th day of .lugust, in the year of ow· Lord
one thousancl eight hundl'ed and seventy-three, at the Crow agency, in the Territory of M0rt·
tana, by ancl between Felix B. Brunot, E. Whittlesey, James Wright, commissioners in behalf of the United States, and the chiefs 1 head-men, and men representing the tribe of Orow
lndimrn, and constituting a majority of the adult male Indicins belonging to said tribe.
Wh rear; a tr aty was made and concluded at Fort Laramie, Dakota Territory, ou
t~1e venth cla.y of May, iu th year of our Lord one thou and eight hundred and sixtyJO'ht, uy aud b tween commi iouer on the part of the United State , and the cbiefi
~n<l h •ad-m~n of and representing tlle ()row Iudians, the~, being duly authorized to act
JU tu pr '111180 i
And whcrca l>Y an act of Congrc , apprpved March 3, 1873, it is provided: "That
ib~ . er tary of tlle Interior be, and he i hereby authorized to negotiate with tbo
chi •'8 an :l J1 ad-men of the Crow tribe of Iudian , in the Territory of. Montana, for the
urre1~d •r of tlteirreservatiou in ·aid Territory, or of such part thereof as may be con i tn t ,v1th tho welfare of aid Indians: Provided, That any such n gotiation shall leave
th remainclor of said re· rvation in compact form, anu iu good locality for farmitJcr
purpo · •s, having witlliu it a sufiici ucy of good land for farming and a sufficiency for
wat r ancl timl> r, and iftb re is upon said reservation a locality whore fishing could
he valuahl to th Iudians, to inclncle th same if practicable; and the Secretary shall
~- port h ii, action, in pur uancc of thi act of Congres , at the next e ion thereof, fo1
1t confirmation or rejection;"
A11<l wh r•u., in pur uance of said act ofConrrre , commi sionerswereappointed by
tl1~• ,'ecrc•t~I)'. of the Interior to ·onduct the n gotiations therein contemplated, tho
aHl ·omm_1. .·1011 r on the part of the United tates, anu the chief., h ad-men, and
rnc•n '!>11.·t_1t11ting a majority of th a,lnlt males of the Crow tribe of Indian , in bellalf
of tl! •1r t1_1lw, clo sol mnly mak and cuter into th following agreement, subject to !he
c:011hrn_1 al1011 or rej ction of the Collgre · of tbe Unitecl ~;tatcs, at the uext e 100
th ,r ·of.
HT! ' L!: 1. Th• rnit"d , tat . agr o that the following cfo1trict of country, to wit:
omrn ·1w11,~_at a point on the Mi ·souri Ii, er opposite to the mouth of 'bankiu Creek;
th · 11 c: up a1_d 'rrek to it. hcacl, and then c alourr tho ummit of the diviue uetwe•n
tlw ~ntfrr. oi _ rrow aucl Judith l iv rs, and the waters ent ring th
ii . ouri Riv r, to
a point oppo 1tc• to the cliviclP h •tw,c>n tl.10 heacl-wat rs of the Judith River ancl the
wat r of tlw Iu. cle-, IH'll 1 ivc·r; tllcnce along i,ai<l <livid to the, nowy lountaiu.1
a11!l along the 111nmit_ <>!' the ·aicl , ·nowy fountain in a northea t rl.v dir ction, to a
1
) 0111
JH•are L to thr <l1n,le h •tw • n thew, ter wbicll run a t rly to tbe Mu. cl - h II
H_iv_<•r ancl thr. .w:1t r runnin~ to the Jrnlith Riv r; thence northwa.rdly along . aid
chnd to th • chv,d • 1 Pbv<• •11 th• h ~acl-water. of Armell' 'r k and the b ad-wat ·
of_I "~- I iv r an!l alo1w ai<l clivid • to th Mi. onri Riv r; th nc up tbe middl ot
• irl Pl\·1·r to thP J~la ·1· of heginning--th aid bounclari being int ml ·d t include
: 11 tlw rot~ntry hawed l,_y b ,Judith Piv •r, Arrow River, and Dog Riv r- ball be aud
tlw. lllP 1. • Pt apar for th ab olute and undi tmb d u e aucl occupation of tho
l!uha11 I} 'l'l'lll 11,111 d, and for n ·h oth r fri nclly trib , or individual Indian
from
11111 ' to 11111 • they may l, willing, with th• con nt of th
nited , tate , to a<ltni
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among tbem; and the United ~tates now solemnly agree that no P~;soi;i.s except those
herein designated and authorized so to do, :1nd except such offic~rs, agents, _and
employes of the Government as may be authorized to enter ~pon Indian reservations
in discharo-e of duties enjoined by law, shall ever be perrmtt,ed to pass over, settle
upon, or r~side in the territory described ·in this article_fo~ t_he use of said Indians;
and the United States agree to erect the agency and other bmldmgs, and execute all the
stipulations of the treaty of Fort La.ramie (the sai:1 stipulations being hereby re-affirmed) within the limits herein described, in lieu of upon the south side of the Yellowstone River.
ART. 2. Th e United States agree to set apart the sum of one million of do1lars, and
to hold the same in trust for t,be sole use aud benefit of the Crow tribe of Indians, the
principal to be held in perpetuity, and the interest thereof to be expenc!.ed or re-invested,
at the discretion of the Preside11t of the United States, annually, for the benefit of
said tribe.
ART 3. It is mutually agreed between the United States and the Crow Indians, that
the second article of the treatv made at Fort Laramie between the commissioners of
the United States and the 'Crow tribe of Indians Le, and the same is, abrognted by
this agreement, ancl the saitl Indians cede to the United States all their right, and
title, and claim, to the tract ofcountry described in the said second article, to wit: "Com. mencing where the 107th degree of longitnde west of Greenwich crosses the south
boundary of Montana Territory; thence north along said 107th meridian to the midchannel of the Yellowstone River; thence up said mid-channel of the Yellowstone to
the point where it crosses the said southern boundary of Montana, being the 45th
degree of north latitude; and thence east along said parallel of latitude tot.lie place of
beginning," ancl which is conveyed to them t,herein, except the right to bunt upon
said lands so long as they may remain unoccupied, and as game may be found thereon,
and peace continues between the whites and Indians.
ART. 4. The United States agree to suppress, so far as possiblf'., by the imposition of
pains and penalties, the practice of wolfing, or killing game by means of poison, within
the limits of the following district of country, viz: beginning at the mouth of the
Muscle-Shell River; thence up the said river to the North Fork, and up the North Fork to
its source; thence north ward along the summit of the Little Belt and High wood
Mountains to the head of Deep Creek; thence down said creek to the Missouri River,
and along the margin of said river to the place of beginning.
It is expressly understood between the commissioners and the Indians, parties thereto, that t!Jis agreement is subject to the ratification or rejection of the Congress of the
United. States at its next session, and that, pending the action of Congress, the United
States sllall prevent all further encroachments upon the present reservation of tlle Crow
tribe.
'l'he articles were carefully explained until they were fully un<l.erstood by the Indians.
TrrIN B ELLY. I say let them have the larnl.
LO:NG HORSE. We will give yon this land for what yon say. This side of the river
belongs to us; we will sell it. These are our chiefs. We have waite<l for Iron Bull
and Blackfoot to say they will sell the land ; they don't say so, but the young men now
say to sell it. I am going to come here to llunt. Do uot let wolfers come here. These
young men are chiefs and want to go to Washington to see the Great Father; let
them go .
. lnoN BULL. ·'rake the names of those who will sell; they will not touch the pen to
sign tbe paper; they think it is tad luck; they will come up and sa,y "yes," "yes."
BLACKFOOT. We smoke together; we talk through the pipe. As I told you, we are
friends. The young men say they will sell and we agree to it. We want all on the
other side of tlle river away up to Jnclith Basin. It is a small country.
Mr. BRUNOT. The Great Father sent me; and I do what he says if I think it is good
for those I am talking to. What I thought was good I pnt in the paper.
_BLACKFOOT. You ought not to give the Sioux guns aud ammunition; you should
wipe them all ont; you should throw a bad disease on them.
Mr. BRUNOT. Tbe Great Father did not tell me to talk about the Sioux. I have told
you what is in this paper. Now we wan.tall who agree to this to come and say "yes,"
so that after it is all over, nobody can say it is the fault of somebody else. I will put
m_y name to it and I will never be afraid to say that I think this is good for the Crows.
If you don't waut to agree to this paper you will say so, and there will be none of it.
I want all of you to say "yes," and theu we will know it is all rio·ht. We will call the
names. a~d if )~Ou don't want to say '' yes," don't say it. If mo~e say "yes 1' than say
"no," 1t 1s goou.
MA ' Y faDI\NS. It is too small a country in the Judith Basin. vVe want from the
Yellowstone to tho Missouri.
.
OLD CRow. If we take Judith Basin we can shoot from one line of our country to the
other line.
IRON HULL. We want to move over there, Lut we want all the other side of the river·
that is wbat we want,, and we tell you so.
'
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Mr. BRUNOT. I don't say" yes." I want to talk to the young men. You say you
want a,ll the country the other side of the river; that is a bigger country than this. If
I would give it, I would have to say, "What will yon give for the d ifference ¥" Some
people will talk that way. Most of the country over the river white people cannot
live on, aud never will live on. Why did I not put that in with the Judith Basin!
That would make your land as big as t,his. If I went to the Great Father and said,
"I gave the Crows all the other side of the river for this," he would say, "Why did
you do tbat1" If I said" I promised to give the Crows, every year, food and clothing besides,'' be would say, "That will not do." It is no use to tell him that. But if
I say," I gave the Crows a smaller piece of land and they give you a bigger piece of
1and, you must give them goods every year," he will say, "That is all right." If I put
in the bad land, that will make it as big as this reservation, and it would do you no
good except to bunt on, and you can hunt there anyhow.
BLACKFOOT. The Crow country is a big country, and we ,w ill give it for the couutry
on the other side of the river. What I tell you is good for both sides; and we want,
besides, what you told us you would give us. This is our country, and what we give
is worth more than all the other side of the river. Yol. want to give us a little bole;
we want a big country; you gave the Sioux a big country, and the Crows are a big
tribe and want a big country. While Blackfoot was speaking a woman came forward
to speak.
'l'IIE ONE wrro GOES RIGHT STRAIGHT ALONG. I am a, woman and ought not to speak
in council, but I waut to speak of the first council on Horse Creek. My brother went
to the States aud ne'ver came back. You want to givens a little territory, and we
clon't want it. The whites killed my brother, for he never came back, and you never
paid me anything for him. Another time we were on the Little Horn; we lived in a
'big grass lodge, and a white man poisoned my other brother, aud be died. You bought
our land before, and gaYe us kettles that would not hold water. We want all the
other side of the river fro1p the mouth of the Yellowstone. I want my son to have a
Lig country; you offered us a little country and I don't want it.
LD CROW. Tongue River, Rosebud, Powder River, and Big Horn are foll of wood.
In Judith Basin is no wood for a camp.
MR. BRUNOT. I am afraid some oue ba,s Leen talking to yon who is not a Crow, and
you have his ideas. If I wore a Nez Perce, I might say to you do not take Judith Babin; if I were a Blar.kfoot, I would say do not take it; if I were an Assineboiue, Piegan,
or Bannock, I would say to you do not take Judith Basin; if I wore a Wolfer, I woul<l
~ay <lo not take Judith Basin; and what is the reason 1 All these people can now go
lll there; if it belonged to the Crows, they could not. May be some of this kind of peo•
ple hav been talking to you; if any of these people advise you not to take it, you can
1,i! th r a on. I tol~ you the second day why I wanted you to have Judith Ba~in.
?w, I tell ~•on acconlmg to the treaty, the white men, the Wolfers, and other Indian
tnbe ·~n go there the same as the Crows. These men are going in there, more ~nd
m~r of tb 'ill, every day. If you pnt off, for a year or two, getting it, so many white
will b_ tber , that you can not get it. That was one reason I was desirous you should
have 1t uow. It is not a big country; I know that is a small country. The time wa
when all the country from the Missouri River to the mountains had no white people:
now tb ~·e are a great many. Blackfoot spoke about the Sioux; there were a great
rnany 1oux; they roamed on the plains, on the Platte, and the Republican, as they
pl a eel. They went and fought the Utes, they went as far as they pleased. The ~io·
was and Coll!anches were all over that country once. The whites said they were gorn
t ma~ a rmlroad, and all these Indians said as a few Sioux do now, they would D?t
hav lt. If you go clown there now you will see not one railroad only, but many ra1lr acl , and wb u your young men go to Washington, they will go ten times as fast
a, bor
·an go. That railroad was made· the , ioux could not top it; what could
th Y do' Th y could go ~o the white mai;'s cabin, where be slept, :wd kill _him, b~t
th Y cl 11 t go there to do 1t now, and the rea on was they did not take the white mau,
haod tb / 1 i tho. 'reat Father sent them away to the Larren lands on the Arkan as.
and h ~ ux_ will be pushed I do not know where. The Great Father doe not waot
.
rv ?1 fri •nds o. Tbe Great Spirit t lls us we are of one blood, and mu t do wb~t
1· g
cl f r th red m n who hold our hand as we would for our children, and that 1,
tb_• way I i l ~ the row . And that is ~hy I come here. Now I have come and
aid wha I t.bwk i ri ght. I have giv n the Great Father's me ao-e. The Great Fa·
th r want to t v troubl . II is willing to pay you for the mountains the white peopl bav 1. ? goin foto. I told you there wa a good place wh re you can tay fore r nd it I a g-ood pla for you to go to. I hav told you bow the buffalo bav
l f
h r ?untrP and bow th y will go from tbi . When the buffalo i gone, if yo
ta ' b r. till _th o y u ·an only live on a pi ce of thi country. You can only b~n
n tb
ll r Hl a l n a th re are any buffalo. Your ponie can range on the l_ell w t ~. , an
h y can ran up to the Judith, but you cannot cover it all over with
111
:onr ' l~g ·
au y ur lo 'lg, don't cover it all over is no rea on why you cannot
11110
n it. 'l'bi
la i your home; it doe not keep you from hunting wher you
pl ·a · If you tak J uditb Ba in for your home, it is the · ame thing, only that i..o your
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home. Yon know tlrnt is a better place than this to stay both summer and winter;
you stay there now lono·er
than anywliere else. If your agency was there it would be
0
better and you could c ome to this country to hunt. You Ray you want all the other
side of the river for your reservat ion; that is not what the Great Father tells me to say.
I cannot give yon that, because the Great Father will say the paper is not good. I
thought you bad made up your minds to say yes to what we offered, but you say yon
· want something else. I have said all I have to say about that propos~tion. W ~ offer
land, aud we offer money every year for food and for the goods you need. I am going
away, and that is the end of it now .. But I wiil always think about the Crows ~s
friends, and I hope whatever you do will be good for you. I do not know that I will
ever see you again. You will remember my words, and some day you will know what
I said ·was good for you, and all I said was trne. I want some of the chiefs to go and
see the Great Father. Suppose I was to die as I go to the Great Father; nobody would
think the Crows killed me. Because tlrnre was a Crow man went a long way and died
on his way home, that is not becanse the white men did bad; it was because they gave
him so many good things to eat; but these young men most not eat so much. Now
we will shake hands and stop the council, and it is all over, -but we are better friends
than when we first saw each other. But if the chiefs want to come yet and agree to
the paper, they can come.
.
BEAR-WOLF. We want yon to ho1t1 on a while. I want to go with Pease and see the
Great Father and talk with him. vVe ,,vaut to go and see how it is. You claim all on
the other side of the river and give us a small piece of land. We want to go and see
about jt; we want Bravo and Shirley and Major Pease to go with us. We offer to give
you a big country and a rich country; we love our Great Father, that is why we offer
to give it to him. You want to give us a little country where there are no mines.
'l'he council here adjourned. ·After the council, Iron Bull, Long Horse, and Shot-inthe-jaw, expressed themselves as favorable to making the exchange, Thin Belly ha Ying
expressed the same desire in the council. Iron Bull, Long Horse, and Thin Belly are
three of the principal chicf8, Blackfoot being the only priucipal chief not expressing
a willingness to agree to it.
Sixth clay.

AUGUST 16, 1873.

In the morning all the chiefs ttud youug head-men came and expressed a desire to
sign tbe agreement.
Mr. BRUNOT, after ascertaining that they fully understood it, said: You wish to tell
me that you agree to the exchange for Judith Basiu, as it is iu the paper.
ALL TUE CHIEFS. Yes; we all agree to it.
Mr. BRU~OT. I want you all to come, one at a time, and say '' yes." Bring all the
,others, and they will say "yes ; '' and then none can say we did not do it.
I1-t0N BULL. lf all the chiefs say "yes," that is enough.
Mr. BRUNOT. It is better the others should sav so too.
They then came forward, ope at a time, and·said "yes." In signing, all expressed
the wish that they might ue perm itted to eat buffalo as long as there was any; others
.asked that they should have horses; others asked for guns ; and many asked that
.Agent Pease should be retained. To all of these the explanation was fully given that
the paper did not· promise any of t,hese things; but they were told that when they
went to see the Great Father they could talk to him about giving them what they
wanted.
All who were present, being all the chiefs and head-men, ( except one,) came forward
.and, fully understanding the articles of convention, asseuLe<l to them, each saying
"yes."
At twelve o'clock we left the agency for Bozeman.
Respectfully suumitted,
THOMAS K. CREE,
Secretary.
To the SPECIAL CRow Co:mnstiION.

F.
REPORT OF T. 0 . .TONES AND JOH:N' M. MILIKrN, SPECIAL
COMMISSIONERS TO NEGOTIArrE WITH THE CREEK INDIANS FUR THE CESSION OF A PORTION OF THEIR
RESEH,V ATION.
'To the Hon. COLUMBUS DI<jL.\~O,
Secretary of the Department of the Interior:
Srn: The undersigned, commissioners appointed by you to negotiate with the Creek
Indians for the cession of a portion of their reservation, occupied by friendly Indians,
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nn<ler the act of Congress approved March 3, 187:3, beg leave respectfully to ubruit the
following report of their proceedingR:
In pursnance of an agreeme11t as to the time of meeting, the u111lersigned met at the
office of Cent,ral Snperintenc.Ient Enoch Hong, in the city of Lawrence: iu the 8tate of
Kansas, on Monday, the 20th of October, ultimo. On the following day we left for
Okmulkee, in the Creek territory, where we arrived on Wednesday, the 22d.
The national council of 1,he Muskokee Nation had been in session some weeks, and
wa making preparations for an early adjournment. Having- been advised that the
council bad appoiLted a comm ission composed of nine members to confer with us in
reference to the subject-matter of our mission, we availed ourselves of the earliest
moment practical>le to meet mid commiiision. Accordingly, on the morning of the 2:3d,
we met tlle committee a,ppointed by the Creek council.
After our commission bad folly stated the purpose cf onr visit ancl had expressecl
what we understood to he the wishes of our Government as to the desirabieuess ancl
importanco of an early and satisfactory acljnstment of the question involved in the
case before us, and bad made special ioqniry as to the character and extent of the territory occupied by the Seminoles within the limits of the Creek conntry, the committee on the part of the Mnskokee Nation informed us that the powers delegated to them
were re:' tricted; that they were acting under special instructions from the council,
and thE>renpon proceeded to read to us the resolution under whicll said commission was
con, titntc<l. The resolutions are as follows:
"Be.it resol1,ed by the ricitional council of the M11skokee KaUon, That the said commission of nine be, and are hereby, prohilJit,ed from the salB of tue strip of lu.nd in tbe
()reek coHnt.ry, now occupied by the Seminoles and Sacs-Foxes.
"Ancl be it j'al'lhel' resolv,d, That in the eveut that the. Seminoles residing on said
strip of land de ire to remain and become a part of the Creek people, according to the
pro vi ion of tbe treaty of August 7, 1856, tho.t the said comm issioners on the part of the
()reek ation are fully authorized to make such arrangements as will secure this en<l
with th commiAAioners on the part of the Un ited States."
Having no authority to act in the contingency named in the second resolution, we
dicl. not ·uter into any discus ion upon the question of the Seminoles becoming citizen
of the Creek ation, und r the provisions of said treaty; as tbc positive prohibitory
t ·nns of tlle first r t:!Olntion made it useless for us to present any consicleration as to
itb r tl.10 duty or expediency of the proposed cession, we informed the Creek commissioners that, unle s the couucil could be indnced to reconsider its resolution imposing
the re tricti n, th duty i11trusted to us must be recrardecl as at an end, and req_ueste<l
1,h committee to comnnrnicate thi to tlle conncil, ;ith such suggestions as they might
r prop<•r to add as to the propriet.y of a fnrtller consideration of the subject.
ur vi w , a expre1:1 ed to the Creek committee, w re very promptly communin.t <1 to th hon of wanior , one branch of the national comicil, and we were soon
invit d to appear b fore said body. We were kiudly received and invited to present
th views of our Government in reference to the question concerniog which we
w r mpow re<l to ncgotittte. Your comruis ion urged tue importance of an early
and quitable acljustment of the difficulty which bad occurred. vVe exµres ed our
h ·li _f that there hacl b en no intentional wrong perpctra,ted by either the Creek , the
, ' mmol • , or th Government of tho United , tate : that it was an unfortunate difficulty in which all parti s were involved, and that onr Government, influenced by no
lJi.. h r:on idcrntions, wi hed to int rpose, to see that substantial ju. tice was 1loue to
all pai lie. , , o that no conflict of an thority l.10uld arise, and that no disturbance might
~ provok('<l, wbi ·h , ilonlll 1 acl to very 1li. astrons re ult,. Other point were pres1~1gl ur ·<I, 1 n.cling to bow that the pro110 ·ed ces ion could clo uo possibl harm to
1tll •r the p<•cn111ary or oth r int •rC' ·ts of the Creek IJ11t that on the contrary, it woultl
1,•av th~ 'ree~ trea ·1ny from t 'mporary oml>arra~sment,, at;tl wonld unite the Creek ·
and '"m.1110) . . in the bond of an enduring f•llowship. \Ve concluded our talk with the
hon c ?f , arr1or by rr p ctfully a:king th m to recorn;idei: the action of their body,
for
h 1\h1ch they ha.cl prohibited their com-miLtee from entering into n,uy neO'otiation
0
th al of< part of tb •ir trnitorr.
Th con, i<kra.tion whi ·h W<'r' snbruitt d to the bou e of warriors wcr recPived
nb. eqnently, iu our unre. erv d and tri utlly
~vith at l a t ~10 irnli at.i n of di fayor.
111 n conr c with the ch, fa of th
nation and with the meml>cr of both branche of
th c•onncil we availed. ur elv •, of oppJrtnnitie offer d to nrgc nch argnm nt a
r; ·111r ·cl to n. and ~vbtch w rrirarded a. couclu ive a to the clnty and xpedi nc '
ot th' propmwd c . !On. In ottr frrqn nt co1wer:;a.tions upon the nl>j ect, an<l in nd_·avonn•,. to a c<:rtarn clrally the inftn llCE'S which had indnc d th a tion of th council, ,, P. (01111.cl th a t th prin ·ipal ·hif'f of th nation, the Hon. 'a.muel hicot , had cli ,-u ·1~ Ill l11 .- r c: n t me:. a "" to t be conuc;il the q u stion of makin(T sale of any portion
of th · ir tnnt.ory to the _nit cl'. 'ta.t . . D •sirous of obtaining the fulle t information
npon. tb ~1h.1cct we obta.incd 01 m ag for p ru al, a copy of which, o far a relat
t tl11 . nh,1 · ·t ~\- h r with r •tnru, mark <l A.
Ilanng ·. atn1n ·cl th m .. a,. , ao<l tb r being no inc1ication of action by tbe coun-
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cil, after threA days had elapsed we requested an informal meeting with the Creek committee for free consultation, which was held in the executive chamber in presence of
the Chief Chicote. Here in a friendly way we referred to the points taken in the message, and replied to them with imch arguments and suggestions as seemed proper un(ler the circumstances.
On the morning of the same day Chief Chicote, with the second chief, Micco Hulkee,
accompanied by an interpreter, called upon us for a friendly conference, and manifested a good deal of anxiety to maintain friBndly relations with our Government. He
intimated that his people were opposed to a cession of lands; stated that they had been
divided and their peace disturbed by internal coptroversies, and that he feared, now
they were becoming united, to disturb them with this question.
We inquired of him if he did not expect, in cases of breaches of the peace in the territory now claimed by the Creeks and occupied by the Seminoles, that conflicts of jurisdiction might arise endangering the peace of the tribes f He admitted that there
might be such danger, and agreed with us that the sooner the controver1;y was settled
the better. We called his attention to the fact that he was informed of the pending
of the bill in Congress under which our commission was appointed, and the purpose it
was hoped that it might accomplish; that his delegates were in Washington City and
intimated no objections, nor did the Government learn that any opposition existed
until the arrival of our commission here. To this the chief answered that the Creeks
were like a sick man trying to recover, careful and timid in action. In this con versation we were strongly impressed with the conviction that the chief had become satisfied that the adjustment proposed by the Government would have to be made. While
we dissent from the points made by the chief in his message, we are free to say that
we believe that he was prompted by no unkind or unfriendly feelings toward our Government or its officers. We found him in all things fair and honorable, and entirely
willing to afford us all the facilities we desired in seeking information, and in having
unreserved communication with the national council.
Notwithstanding the honorable bearing of the principal chief and his exemption
from ill-feeling in reference to this question, it is proper for us to say that several
things have occurred which manifestly had an unfavorable influence upon the chief
and the temper of a large number of the Creek Nation. Doubtless, no intentional disrespect to the Creek authorities was meant, and yet matters were frequently referred
to in our conversations as haviug produced unfavorable impressions. One point
referred to was the refusal of the Seminoles to meet the Creeks at Okmulkee, to negotiate a basis of settlement in regard to that portion of the Creek domain oc<mpied by
~he Seminoles. Entertaining the opinion that "the question was one of such grave
importance to their people, and involved, as they thought, questions which they had
no power to control or determine," the Seminoles declined to accept the invitation of
the Creeks. Another frritating incident was the erection of a Seminole agency building
on the disputed territory, against the request of the Creek chief to have the work on
said building" postponed until the question at issue between the Seminoles and the
Creeks sboufd be a<ljnsted.'' A third matter of complaint was the letter of the Hon.
l?. A. Walker, Commisi.ioner of Indian Affairs, dated on the 18th of April, 1872, directed
to F. S. Lyon, esq., United States Indian agent. This communication, a copy of which
marked B is herewith forwarded, directs the Indian agent "to inform the Creek
authorities that unt.il the question of the Seminole district shall have been settled by
the Department the Seminoles must not be interfered with."
However important it was in the judgment of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
that the peremptory order referred to should be issued, it was nevertheless unfavorable
~n it_s influence upon the minds of the Creek people; and doubtless to some extent it
rnclrned the minds of many against granting the reasonable request which the United
States Government is making in behalf of the Seminoles. We refer to these topics to
account in part for the very decided disinclination which we found t.o exist, when we
i:irs~ arrived at the Creek capital, to treat for the sale of any portion of the ()reek
terntory.
Fi_odiog it difficult to ascert ain with accuracy the wishes and the condition of the
Semrnoles, '.1ncl the width of the strip of land in controversy, and the precise location
of the emmole people on the Creek soil, and also to remove the objection urged by
the Creeks that the Seminoles were nnwilling to meet them in consultation, we decided
to send a communication to the chief of the Seminoles requesting them to come to
O_kmulkee, o that we might confer with ,them in reference to the general subject in
d1 pnte. Accordingly, on Friday, the 24th, Chief Chicote very promptly furnished a
mes enger to convey our communicat.ion to the Seminole chiefa.
The _re ponse of the Seminoles to our message was received on the 26th, in which
the chief: ay that " it is fully understood between the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
and the eminole Nation that the matter r ests wholly between the Creeks and the
-quited States Government." They then add: "We have, however, appointed a council to meet on Monday mornfog, the 27th instant, to confer on the subject, and the
r~sults of its action will be immediately made known to you e'ther by:)etter or delegation."
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Haying received no official answer from the nntional conncil to our request, that
they woul,L reconsider t,heir instructions to their committee, 011 Mouday morning,
the 27t,h, we determined to make to the council a written communication, which,
after con. ultatiou with Chief Chicote, was presented to the council by the Hon.
Pleasant Porter, one of the leading members of the house of warriors. 'l'he following
i a copy of our communication:
" To the national council of the Mu11lcokee Nat-ion now in session :
"The undersigned, United States commissioners, beg leave to call the attent,ion of
your honorable body to the fact that, at our first meeting with the commission al)poiuted by the national council, upon learning tbe purport, of the instruct.ions under
which they acted, we informed them that the only power we had was to negotiate for
.a ces8iou of the land covered by the possession of the Seminoles; and as your corumis. ion was prohibited from t.reating with us on tbat subject, our mission was at_ an end
unles. ilrn nat,ional conncil would modify their instruction. We requested tne commission to communicate this to the council, which was immediately done. The United
tatni commission was afterward notified that the Cree~ council would hear any other
ob ·ervations we might see proper to submit. Accordingly, on t,he same da,y, we app are<l b fore the council and submitted a brief statement of our views on the subject
of our mis ion, and the importance of an early disposition of it. And we respectfully
reque ·t,ed that the llational council should take action ::i.t their earliest convenience
and uotify us of the result. Four days have since elapsed and we have no response.
Iu view of the possible contingency of the failure of the negotiation we are authorized to 111ake, we sent a message to the Seminole chiefs, requesting their presence here
for com,ultation in regard to thE>< wishes and views of thoir people in the premises.
Tlley have answered that the settlement of the mattc~r 'rests wholly between the
Creek :rL tion and the United St.ate& Government;' that they will, however, hold a
conncil on the subject tliis morning and advise us of the result. In the mean time we
beg that yon will excuse us for urging upon your attention the importance of an early
and ·ati factory dispo ition of the matter we are instructed t,o adjust.
"We are deeply impre sed with tbe belief that a failure i&likely to result iu disagreeaule con equences, which may involve two frieudly tribes that are closely allied in
l>l od in rious complications. We are not willing to leave the matter in this situatio~, l1ccau o we know the importance and the necest:iity of all these tribes beiug
u01ted for mutual protection against the machinations of those who are urging mea ·
ur tha are believed to be seriously prejudicial to your interests. We believe tbat if
you d chne to sell the lands now occupied by the Seminoles to be used as homes by
th m aorion con.flicts growing out of contending claims of jmisdiction must aris~,
nnl , the 'eminoles will agree to give up their impro...-emouts and abandon their
homes .
." You t 1~ u 1,bat you are unable to see why they will not give up their separate
tribal r l_at1ou and submit to your laws. We are equally unable to understand w~y
all the tribes that have been so long sett,led in tbis great Indian territory cannot umte
nn<l r one gen ral government. No doubt it would be rrreatly to your interest in all
1· pect to form such a union and establish such a, go;'ernment.
We ::i,re compelled,
liow v r, to take thing a we find theru.
"W can _h~rdly thiuk that yon are ignorant of the fact that if adherence to your
pr nt po 1t1on wern po ible it would end in driving the Seminoles from their home .
\
r P at the qu stion, is this desirable 1 If it were possible for you to force it, what
would h don ~'Vith_ the improv men ts made by them in good faith 1 Ar~ the_y to l?e
l •i. on Y or 011 without compensation 1 Although you are not re pon 1ble for their
1, mg th_ r , a an hooe t people do you propo e to take po8se sion of the e impro:em nt '' 1t_hout compeo ation
These are questions which must be w t iu the coo,tmg ncy ,Yln ·h you
w to cont mplat .
" nd_ r tanding that the eminoles were placed in the po se ion of the e land br
n~l d tat . antborities, you will appreciate the anxiety of the Government_on
11hJr ·_t, ~nd w11l under tand that, while it i di po ed to do ju tice to all part1 ,
unwtlhn t~ s th
ruinol !i comp ll d to leave their home . You will therofor
that a ah factory an{l early ttlem nt of this qu tioo i ex:.tremely de irable
to pr r
th cordial nd friendly feeling existing b tween your nation and the
01t cl tat , nthoriti .
' \\ . th r t r r p tfull a k that the national council withont d lay will carefully
rl' ·~n.·1d r th qu ti n wh th r, under all the circum tanc , it i not lJ t for their
11, ti n au!l tlw prar of tho trib
to 11 for the b nefi:; of tLe eminole tho trip of
land n , ot·c·upi ·cl hy th tn.
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To the foregoing communication on the evening of the e~suing day we received the
following answer:
"OKMULKEE, CoLo., October 28, 1873.
·" To the honorable commissioners, Enoch Hoag, Superintendent of Indian Affairs, T. C. Jones,
and John M~ Millikin:
"GENTLEMEN: Your communication of the 27th instant, relative to the adjustment of
the complication engendered by the settlement of Seminoles on Creek territory, has
been carefully considered, and we deem it proper to respectfully reply that we feel
tha~ we can very reasonably hope that our adherence to our ·present position, not to
cede any land, will not impair the cordial and friendly relations now existing between
the authorities of the United States and the Creek Nation. We cannot understand
why our anxious desire to bold that which is our own, guaranteed to us by solemn
treaty stipulations, could possibly endanger the good feeling now existing betwee1;1 us
and the United States Government. We ba've complied with the demand of the United
States and ceded to her the west half of our entire domain for the settlement of
friendlytribes thereon. The Seminoles purchased of the United States a portion of
this ceded territory, and if the United States Government, contrary to her promises,
located the Seminoles on our reserved territory instead of that purchased by them,
and have held them there and encouraged them to make improvemen,t s thereon, we
-cannot clearly see, by the ordinary mode of reasoning, why we should be held account.able for the difficulties arising out of the course pursued by the United States Government. Inasmuch as we have been kept out of the use of this part of our domain for
a period of seven (7) years, and taking it into consideration that the materials with
which said improvements have been made were our property, these improvements
would not more than compensate us therefor. We feel that these improvements can
be possessed by us without the violation of any principles of honesty, and if the
United States Government is unwilling to remove the Seminoles and locate them upon
lands set apart by treaty stipulations for their benefit and occupancy, we have no
power by which we can force the measure. The land is ours. Your own survey shows
it. Your Government officially tells us that it is· ours. You tell us it is ours in your
communication. Our only desire is to possess that which is ours. Can you with
justice withhold it~ Can you, moved by a spirit of justice, intimate that we should be
held accountable for your Government's wrongs to the Seminoles f We think and
hope not.
"In adhering to our present position, not to cede any portion of our domain, we conscientiously believe that we are pursuing thA best interest of our nation. If we are
forced from our position we will be divested of a valuable portion of our domain, and
{as usual in Indian land cessions) will be but poorly compensated therefor. If the Seminoles are removed to the lands set apart for them by the United States Government
they lose no territory.
"You expressed fears that conflict of jurisdiction would engender disagreeable conse,quences and serious complica,tions. This we doubt not, if we were to attempt to extend jurisdiction over the Seminoles now residing. in our territory. But as we have
been prohibited so to do by the United States ahthorities, we have quietly acquiesced
.and restricted such operations, supposing the Government of the United States desired
us so to do temporarily, until she cvnld remove the Seminoles or engraft them with the
Creeks. We still have no serious desire to extend jurisdiction over that part of our
domain occupied by the Seminoles, if the United States Government will within a •
reasonable time r emove the Seminoles, thus avoiding any confl.i~t of jurisdiction of
which you seem fearful. We have ever shown an anxious desire of cultivating and
preserving friendly relations among the Indian nations and tribes, fully appreciating
the necessity of unity of feeling and concert of action on the part of the Indians, in
orde~ to combat the dangers which are constantly threatening them, upon which you
mamfest so much anxiety. In view of all the circumstances connected with the mat-ter, we are still unwilling to cede the territory in question. Trusting that the United
.States Government will not set aside our claim to be justly dealt with, we claim its
protection and friendship."
The foregoing was duly signed by the presiding officers of both brancMs of the
national council.
After we had made our first communication to the council, on the 27th of October,
we deemed it not improper to address an informal note to Chief Chicote. It was onl:y
fotended to be suggestive to him, and was written whho11.t any expectation that it
would be presented to the national council for their consideration.
The chief, however, anxious that full and free communication with the council sl10uld.
be enjoyed by the United States commissioners, deemed it proper to send our note to
that branch of their government, that it might be duly considered. The following is
a copy of onr letter to the chief:
•
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"01<MULKEE, October 28, 1873.
"Sm : The undersigned, commissioners for the United States under the act of Congre
approved March 3, 1873, entitled 'An act to authorize the Secretary of the Interior t-0
negotiate with the Creek Indians for the cession of a portion of their reservation occupied by friendly Indians,' beg leave respectfully to call yon.r attention to the fact that
negotiations of the character we are authorized to make are al ways conducted with
difficulty with a body so large as your national council, especially in the latlier days
of a session, when so much other business is claiming special attention.
"We therefore beg the privilege of suggesting whether it woulu not be wise to appoint a commission, with full power for and on behalf of your nation, to negotiate
with commissioners acting for the United States, for the cession of the lands in sa.id act
referred to, for the purposes therein mentioned, on the basis of an exchange for other
lands to be conveyed to the Creek Nation, or other fair and adequate consideration,
and for the final settlement of your reservation as provided in said act of Congress.
"The fact that little or no progress has been made in the negotiation during the many
days we bave labored here, and our desire to return to our famiJ.ies, we trust will be a
sufficient apology for our troubling the chief executive with this communication.
"Very respectfully, your obedient servants,
"T. C. JONES,
"JOHN M. MILLIKIN.
"Hon. SAMUEL CHICOTE,
"Principal Chief of the Muskokee Nation.'' .

The foregoing letter to Chief Chicote having been communicated to the council 3:nd
referred to the committee on foreign affairs, the council returned to us the followmg
answer:
"OKMULJmE, CREEK NATION,
October 29, 1873.
"To the Hon. Commissioners, T. c. JONES and JOHN M. MILLIKIN:
"GE TLE""IEN: Your communication of date to the executive, in which you proposed
au xchange of other lands for those occupied by the Seminoles, has been carefully
considered. We, after con8idering all the circumstances connected with the matter,
cannot s e that such an exchange would give a practical solution of the problem. We
und rstand that the lands proposed for exchange are those which were set apart for
the eminoles, by the United States Government, and, as a part of the Seminoles are
n_ow re iding in the territory, the same troubles that now exist must necessarily contmue. If we were to exchange we could not well extend our jurisdiction over that
part of our domain, as there will be another o-overnment between us and that part of
our territory.
b
''"In view of these circumstances we most respectfully decline your proposition to
exchange. "
.
Th . foregoing was duly authenticated by the officer of both branche of the national
conn 11.
It will readily be perceived that onr letter to the chief was not clearly underst-Ood
by th council. We ugge ted that tb~ Creek ation appoint a commis ion with, jull
1~01 er ton gotiatefol the cession of the lands, in said act referred to, on the basis of ex9hange
for th 1: laud, , or other fair and adequate considel'ation. The exchange of lands did n~t
n
s arily r fer to the lands of which the above lett r p ak .
either wa the ba 1
f_ r n gotiation limit d to an exchange of lands. Any other fair and adequate consideration could b com th basis for an equitable adjustment of the pending difficulty.
nth . m rninO' of th 29th, having reluctant,ly come to the conclu ion that w conl_d
a omplt ~1 110 valuab1 r• ult by remaiuing longer, we d emed it prop r to u~m1t
th f: 11 wm r an w rt the communication r ceived from th council on the pr v1ou
V Olllg:

" OKM LirnE,

October 29, 1 73.
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"We do not question your sincerity in asserting that the cessi~n would b~ prejudicial
to your interests, but we are confident nevertheless that, accordmg ~o theJ~dgment of
those best informed in the American agriculture, whether stock-growmg or tillage, such
a, cession for the purpose proposed, in view of your extensive domain and sparse population, would be regarded as highly a,lvantageous.
·
.
''We had therefore expected, as doubtless _the Govern~ent did when the act of Congress was passed and the commissson appomted under 1t, you would generously agree
'to the method pr~posed to avoid drivino- your brethren from their homes. We need
hardly tell you how deeply we deplore your refusal. Occupyiug the position of impartial observers and contemplating all the circumst3:nces, W!3 are constrained t? say
that we fear that the general judgment of your best friends will be that a comp!1ance
with the request of the Government would not have been an unreasonable thmg to
-expect.
"As to your views in regard to the improvements made by these people under so m~ny
•hardships, we have to say that the suggestion of loss on your part, on account of bemg
deprived of the use of these lands, in view of the tens of thousands of acres of un-occnpied and unused lands of corresponding quality in all parts of your territory, seems
to us wholly untenable. And as to the materials nsed in the construction of improvements, when we consider the abundance of these materials and the little care ta~en
for their protection and preservation, we can hardly believe that the Creek Nation
would seriously think of basiug a claim upon it.
"It would be exceedingly g ratifying to us if in returning rom what now seems a
fruitless mission, we could entertain the hope that your nation would reconsider its
position, and would co-operate with the Government in settling an important question
i n which the Seminoles, the Creek Nation, and the United States are seriously involved.
"Very sincerely, your friends and well-wishers,
" T. C. JONES,
"JOHN M. MILLIKIN."
0

After the foregoing was forwardecl to the council, and we were preparing to leave,
the chief called and reqnested us to remain a day or two longer, intimati.ng that a
more favorable action might be antic ipated, our last communication with a message
from the chief urging action having been read in the council.
Deeming it wise to remain as long as there was any hope of accomplishing the
object of our mission, we determined to comply with the chief's request.
On the afternoon of the same day, Thomas Cloud arrived from the council of the
Seminoles, giving us the information that a committee had been appointed by the
.SeminoleEi, of which committee he was a member, to meet us on the ensuing Saturday,
the 1st day of November. He had been sent forward to give us the earliest notice of
the doings of the Seminoles in council. We availed ourselves of the presence of said
,Cloud, and of another very intelligent Seminole named Fusharjo, to learn to what
extent the Seminoles were occupying territory lying east of the dividing-line, to
,obtaining information as to the part of the country they occupied, and to :finding out
the wishes of the Seminoles as to a removal, and as to their becoming subjects of
Creek authority.
On Tbur!lday, the 30th, we were advised that the house of warriors, after a very
;able ancl exciting debate, had passed by a strong majority a resolution authorizing the
appointment of a committee with full power to negotiate for the cession of the contested lands.
The resolution was sent to the house of kings, where an adjournment was carried
before a vote could be taken .. This proved unfortunate,. as it afforded the_demagognes
( found here, alas! as well as m the States) an opportumty to canYass their forces, and
by appeal to the Indian prejuclice against selling la,nd, to organize an opposition,
which, upon a final vote, on the next day defeated the resolution, thus putting an end
to the negotiation.
Having, therefore, no power to accomplish the object of our mission, and havinooerived from Thomas Cloud and Fusbaijo all the information that we bad expected t~
obtain from an interview with the Seminole chiefs, we determined to take our departure from Okmulkee. As the council had adjonrned, and the metobers were leaving
for their homes, there seemed to be no reason why we should remain to meet the Seminole committee, which was expected to arrive on the next day. We acldressed to them
a letter, stating the adjournment of the co uncil and the nselessness of our longer stay
:tt Okmnlkee, and returned our thankA to them for their compliance with our request.
We forwarded onr letter by T.boma Clo11d, one of the members of said committee.
After making the foregoing detailed statement of our proceedings as commissioners
with the Qreek authorities, it will not be out of place for us to give a brief statement
of such facts as come to our knowledge, having immediate connection with the quest10n we bad hoped to be able to settle in conformity with the instructions of our ·
Government.
·
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1 t. The strip of land in dispute is between eight and nine miles i11 width an
about thirty miles long, and contains between 155,000 and 170,000 acres.
2. Most of the Seminoles resi<le east of the established line, there being only two
mall villages containing between one hundred and sixty and two hundred inhabitants on the west side of said line.
3. A line running east and west, dividing both tracts into two equal parts, would
leave nearly all of the Seminoles in the south half.
4. There are not more than from two to four Creek families residing among the
Seminoles.
5. The Seminoles are unwilling to surrender their possessions, or under any circnmtances to come under Cre~k authority. We are reliably informed that on these point
is entire unanimity of opinion.
6. The Seminoles are desirous of retaining possession of all the lands in question as
well tho e lying west of the line as those claimed by the Creeks. They were located
on the disputed terrifory by Mr. George Reynolds under the superintendency of Mr~
Wortham.
The position and purposes of the Creeks, aside from what is embodied in their official
proceedings, are as follows:
1. While insisting that they have been patient and forbearing with the Seminole ,.
and submissive to the rather bard requirements of the United States authorities, they
claim that they own, and are entitled to the possession of, all the lancl lying east of the
established line, and that they have a clear right to exercise exclusive jurisdiction over
the same.
2. Heretofore they havfl not exercised their authority over the lands occupied by the
Seminoles lying east of said line. In the future the chief, in answer to an inquiry, told
us he wonld not claim that cases arising between Seminoles shall be subject to Creek
authority. Cases arising between Seminoles and Creeks, or between Creeks, he claim
sh:ill hereafter be adjudicated under Creek authority.
The Creeks are entirely willing that the Seil1inoles shall retain their possession ,
provided they will acknowledge Creek authority, and live in submission to its require moo~
·
Notwithstanding our failure to accomplish the object of our mission, we are not
without hope that, on the whole, the termination of the negotiation, as above detailed
may in the encl prove bene1icial. The effeot of the discussion bas certainly been most
favorable. When we arrived at Okmulkee the sentiment in all quarters was nnanimou ly against the cession. When we left, it was with the more iutelligent and influential immensely the other way.
If .the resolution to authorize the appointment of commissioners had pas ed, it i
probable that, with the pressurn recently so strong against the cession, that the commi ioner would not have been willing to accept a price that would have been a.ti factory to the Government. Time will greatly modify opinions in regard to importan
que tion b arinO' upon the compensation the United States ought to pay.. We think
we hav convinced the Creeks that the Government did not wish to interfere with
their policy in regard to the cession of territory, and that the sales in question beinat a bran ·h of their own t.ribe, now engaged iu developing the great agricultural r our e of the Indian Territory upon their border, and thereby contributing to their
pr sp rity, tl1e adjustment propo ed was not only reasonable in itself, but one tba
would r n]t in decid d advantage ancl profit to the Creek Nation.
All f which i re pectfnlly submitted.
T. C. JONES,
J OR M. MlLLIKL ,
Commissioners.
YE:\IBER 10, 1873,
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the treat\' the Seminoles were found to be occupying aud living on Creek soil, and\
even aftei-' the estauli:,;bment of the boundary line by the United States survey, and
according to the express terms of the treaty, and with f~ll knowledge of the facts, ~he
Seminoles continued to make improvements, and the United States Government, _with
the same knowledo·e of the fact,s and treaty stipulations, has eauseu the uew Setmnol~
. .
. .
.
.
agency buildings t~ be erected on Creek_ soil."
The national council, in October last, rnstrucfod the prmmpal chrnf t~ ~ommum_cat~
with the Seminole authorities and invite them to Okmnlkee to negotiate a basis of
settlement, in regard to that por~ion of our domain their p_eople were ~>cc?p_ying. The
following is a part of the resolution passed by the last nat10ual couueil directly touching the Seminole question:
.
.
.
.
,
"And be it further resolved, That, m order to arrive at such a basis of settlement, theprincipal chief of the Creek Nation is hereby instructed and fully empowered to proceed upon ne~otiations with the United States 1:"ut!1,orities_.
.
. .
"And be itjiirther resolved, That, should the prmcipal chiefs and Semrnole authorities
arrive at a satisfactory basis of settlement, he is hereby authorized to instruct a delegation to adjnst this question with the Government of the United States after the ,
manner agreed upon with the Seminoles."
I appointed the 12th day of November, 1872, as a time for a conference at this place p
The Seminole authorities did not see proper to meet us at the time and place proposed;
but I received a communication from the chief's that they ·declined "because the
question at issue was one of such great importance to their people, and involved, as.
they believed, questions which they had no power to control or determine." Subsequently the Seminoles appointed a delegation to go to Washington City, and make·
known their wishes to the United States Government. Tht1s this impurta\nt mattet
remains unsettled and in the same positiou that it did at the last session of th·e
naitional council.
'
·
On the 9th of May last I addressed a communication to Major E. R. Ro'bert's, United
States agent for the Creeks, informing him of the pr~parations bei~g t:rrnd'e to ete·ct
the agency buildings for the Seminoles, on Creek soil, and requested hhn,,. ai8 the ,a;gent
• of the Creeks, to have building of the agency postroned, until the question at issu'e
between the Seminoles and Creeks should be adjusted. In reply Major Roberts ·sta1tes,
as follows, relative to the occupancy of a portion of tlie Creek soil by the Seminoles,
tribe of Indians: "I have the pleasure to state that, under act of Congress approved
March 3, the honorable Secretary of ~he Interior has appointed a commission, consisting of three members, to visit and negotiate with the Creeks for the cession to the
Unjted States of such portion of their country as n:1ay have been set apart in
accordance with treaty stipulation for the use of Seminoles, &c., found to be east of the
line separating the lant:ls from the Creek reservation."
I also received a letter from Ho·n. Enoch Hoag, superintendent of Indian affairs, in which he states that he was in receipt of a letter from one of the commissioners
appointed to negotiate with the Creeks for the purchase of a strip cut off from the
Seminole reserve by a recent survey. Mr. Hoag states that the commissioners in behalf
of the United States were T. C. Jones, of Ohio, John M. Millikin, and himself, and
proposed an early day in July last as the time to enter into negotiations. I replied to
Hon. E. Hoag, in a communication dated June 16, last, that I could not name a day
earlier than the first Tuesday in October, at which time the national council met, and
which alone had jurisdiction in the matter of negotiations with the United States commissioners. Now at this time the presence of the United States commissioners is expected for the object as indicated in act of Congress approved 3d March last, and I
respectfully recommend that your honorable body take action providing for a sp·e cial
commission to meet and confer with the United States commissioners, giving them foll
power to negotiate under snch jnstructions as your wisdom and a proper rega·r d for
onr honor as a nation, and the best interests of our people and their prosperi•t y will
suggest.
•
In connection with this subject it is not inappropriate to remind you that many
years ago the Muskokees lived east of the great Mississippi River, the father bf waters,
and were the undispnt,ed possessors of a vast territory, whose extent, compared with
our present limited domain, makes the latter appear insignificant. But our p~ople
1bade treaties with the United States Government, until they became dispossess'ed of all
tho e grand possessions, and then emigrated to the far West in the hope of secnring
peaceful ancl permanent homes; but since coming here they have continued to make
treaties with the United States Government, and in 1856 parted with a !atrge Ifortion
of their new domain; again, in 1866, they sold to the United States one-half df tfiij
then Creek territory, and now the United States again wishes us to sell them a, cbusld~rable portion of our alread.r too greatly reduced domain.
It is trne the Creek domain as it now is may appear a considerable territory on the
map, ancl exhibit an area larger than the needs of our population if closely fatmed
in cer als an<l other fi~l<l cropH; but we know a large portion of it is monntainous aud
swampy, nnfit for any va.lnal>le pnrpose except as grazing gronnd, and for that pur-
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po e our entire territory to-day is not too large when the marked increa e in stock
raising is con i<lered. If the improvement in this iodm;try continues, and there i every
reason to believe it will, in a few years our people will find their domain too mall,
and if we sell the country now occupied by the Seminoles, the young and rising generation of Creeks may find themselves restricted in territory, and debarred from the
pursuit of a livelihood in the manner which is most agreeable to their natural instinc
and habits of life. Such being my convictions I would respectfully su bruit that, in the
ne~otiations with the United States commissioners, it would be unwise on our part to
relmquish the strip of land sought of us to be ceded. If the SeminoJes prefer to remain where they are, rather than there should be a further disintegration of our territory, let them remain in the homes they have made on Creek soil and submit themselves to the jurisdiction of the Creek government. 'fhe Creeks and Seminoles are a.
people of one language and the same,blood. There are many Creeks living among the
Seminoles, and many Seminoles among t.he Creeks; and if the proposed arrangement
could be perfocted it would be bard to discover ·w hereuy either would be injured.

DEPARTMENT 01•' THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Washington City, April 18, 1872.
Sm: This Office is in receipt of a communication-from Agent Breiner, under date of
the 2d instant, transmitting one from the chief of the Seminole Indians, setting forth
that the Creeks bad informed the Seminoles that, according to the recent survey, the
latter are upon the lands of the former, and can only remain there by becoming subject
to the Creek laws. That No-case-yau-holer Judy, of the Wewoka district, has, in obeclience to instructions received from the chiefs of the Creeks, notified them that they
must conform to the requirements of the Creek laws, &c., and adding that, in consequence of such interference in their affairs, they are greatly alarmed.
In view of th(:J foregoing you are instructed to inform the Creek authorities that, until
the question of the Seminole district shall have been settled by the Department, the
Seminoles must not be interfered with.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. A. WALKER,
Cornmissioner.
F. . LYON" , Esq., United Slates Ind'ian Agent, present.

G.
I EPORT OF E. P. GOODWIN, J . .A. CAMPBELL, .AND S. R. HOSMER, SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS TO INVESTIGATE F.AUT
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'-1y Dr. Daniels, Io<liau agent for the Northern Arapahoes, Sioux, a1;1d Cbey~nnes, we
arranged for a weetiug on the 30th of July at Red Cloud 3:gency with cer~am ~rapahoes, said to have beeu in the party fired upon, as also with such of their chiefs as
oonld be induced to be present.
.
.
.
On our arrival at tlie agency we found, m~ch to our disapporn~ment, that_ Dr. Damels
was absent; t,hat none of the Arapahoes said to be couce~ned rn . the affair ha~ been
notified or were within reach. We were compelled accordmgly to be content with the
second-hand statements made to some of the Arapaho chiefs, more particularly
Plenty Bear and Black Bear's son, (known as Black Whiteman,) by members of the ·
party on their return.
·
The names of the whites engaged in the affray, copies of all the evidence taken, and
statements made, are herewith submitted to the Department.
Passing to the results of the investigation, it appears beyond doubt that the Indians
concerned were not Utes, as at :first supposed, but Arapahoes. The party of whites
who did the shooting undoubtedly believed the Indians to be Utes. But the admission of the Arapahoes that they were the party, their grief for the loss of their dead,
and their demand for the return of the ponies and guns lost, and for compensation. to
be made to the relations of the Indians killed, would seem to be .decisive.
And with this agrees the statement of Agent Littlefield that the Utes knew nothing
definitely of the :fight; that none of their number were either killed or missing, and
that no feelings of resentment or hostility bad been aroused among them.
It is the conviction of the commission that the affair was very nearl.v what it would
appear to have been from the sworn statements of tbe Rawlins party. The version.
given by the Arapahoes differs materially from the8e, as was to be expected. B11t
neither their account of the movements of the Indians prior to the fight nor their explallation of the fighting was satisfactory, while their proverbjal disregard for truth even
in matters of trifling importance, according to tl.teir agent, makes their statements of
little worth compared with the sworn and agreeing testimony of the whites.
The truth would seem to be that a party of Arapahoes, made up largely of young
braves, eager to win <li8tinction, took the war-path for a raid upon their traditional enemies, the Crows; that, hearing while on their way that there had been a recent fight
with the Crows by a party of Arapahoes and Cheyennes, they concluded that it would
not be wise to make t,he attack proposed, and decided to attack the Utes instead; that.
they turned their course to the south for that purpose, and crossed the railroad ten or
twelve miles west of Rawlins; that some of their party captured two horses belonging in Rawlins while out at pasture; that two of their number concealed in the sagebrush near the road, the rest being in advance and on the bluffs or hills to the south,
espied a young man coming with a four-mule team; that they concluded suddenly to
capture the team, and accordingly fired upon and wounded the boy in the foot ; that
he returned the fire, and hastening back to Rawlins gave the alarm, whereupon a
party of ten, headed by the sheriff of the county, started immediately in pursuit; that
tbey supposed the Indians to be Utes and followed them, not with the intention of
making an attack upon them, but of ascertaining who they were, that they might inform the agent and urge upon him the necessity of keeping the Indians in his care
upon their reservation; that, on overtaking them, or rather heading them off, the
n_ext morning, the Indians claimed to be Utes; that the whites recognized and posit ively identified two horses as belonging to citizens of Rawlins; that they insh,ted on
the surrender of the horses, and upon the Indians refusing to give them up they insisted upon their return with them to Rawlins t meet the agent of the Utes then expected there; that the Indians declared they would not go; that they denied also the
shoo~ing of the boy, charging it upon the Arapahoes; that while the whites were
seeking to persuade them to return to Ra_wlins the Indians suddenly drew their pistols
an~ :firing behind them as tlley rode, spurred their horses into tile bushes; that the
whites returned the fire, killed and mortally wounded four of their number, captured
.:;]even horses and one Winchester rifle, and came back to Rawlins; that the Indians
b uried two of their dead where the fight occurred, aud two on their way back; that
t hey abandoned the proposed exp~ditio!1 against the Utes, and immediately returned,
not to the agency, bnt to the Indians fartller north, and t,hat they now claim the surrender of the lost liorses aud gun, and also that presents be given to the relatives of
those.killed in the fight.
.
As 1s shown by the evidimce, tl.le investigation sought to ascertain exactly bow the
trouble originated, and precisely who were the aggressors. The result is, in the judg!"°ent of the commission, that the whites do not appear to be blameworthy. Their ev!dence was positive au<l agreP ing that no old grudges existed which they were anxious to avenge; that there llad heeu no difficulties with either Utes or Arapahoes clue
to recent gambling or horse•racing: tha·t the members of the part,y were not intoxicated when the fight occurred, and that there was no liquor with the party; that there
was n? ill will from any cause felt toward the Indians, but that, on the contrary, a consultat.ion was held befo re corning up with tbe Indians 1 wherein it was agreed that they
would not attack them unless themselves attacked; that the Indians fired the first
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hot , and they returned the fire in self-defense; and furthermore did not pursue the
Indians after tbey took to fli(Tht..
.
The commi ion are therefure of the opinion that the tronble was wholly tlue to a .
war expedition growing- out of an ancient feud between the Arapahoes and the Ute ,
which xpe<litiou was in direct violation of tbe treaty ratified by the Northern Ara,paboe aod Cheyennes in 1868, whereby they bound themselves not to cross the Platte
nor p:o beyond the limits of their reservation, bunting excursions alone excepted.
It i therefore the judgment of the commission, that no just claim can be set up on the
part of the Iudiaus, either for the return of the captured property or for damages incurred by the fip:ht. And the commission find it difficult to see how such claim can
be entertained without putting a virtual preminm on the very elements of willful lawlessne s which it is the prime object of all Indian treaties to repress.
At the same time the commission readily perceives that, with reference to future
dealing , it llla,y be deemed politic by the Department to conciliate the Indi,1ns by the
re toration of the captured horses. Bnt it is felt that this should only be done coupled
with the emphatic declaration by the Department, tllat the Indians bad justly forfeited
all claim to the property; and they should further be made to understand, that the
Government cannot be expected to keep its pledges wllile they break theirs; and thatr
thertifore, with every violation of their agreements, they mnst expect not only the censure of the Government, but the penalty which sucb violation entails.
As to the best means to prevent such collisions in the future, concerning which
it is made the duty of the commission to report, the commission desire to express themselves with great diffidence. They feel that such a question goes to the root of thewhole Indian -policy, and that to have clear and clecisi ve opinio11s. and to be sure that
theso are wisely settled, where so many and so delicate questions are involved as is. the
ca e respecting the relations of whites and India,ns on our frontiers, is no easy thing~
Nevertheless tile investigation made by them has developed and deepened in the
minds of the commissioners certain convictions which they venture to express for the
con ideratiou of the Department.
Pirst, then, it appears to the commission that it would be a helpful step in the management of Indian affairs to have the various reservations surveyed at the earliest
practicable day, and their boundaries and limitations thoroughly and permanently
e tabli bed o far as may be practicable; it is greatly to be desired that such boundari
should be the natural ones of monntain , streams, divides, and the like. Th
Indian :fiuds great di:fficnlty in gett.ing ri~bt, notions of imaginary lines of latitude and
longitude. The consequence is, t,hait be is easily betrayed. into violations of treaty
tip_nlations, both a respects inva ion of thn territory of the whites and that of other
Indian ; and naturally out of such disregard of lines and boundaries, sooner or lat&,
trouble comes.
~- Anotb r and fruitful source of" irritation" is the practice of issning passes or perm1ts wh reby Indians, individually or in smtLll parties, are allowed to go beyond the
limit of th ir re ervations.
'nch p rmit are always liable to abu e by oiforing temptations to thievishne ,
predatory forays amono- ~he whites which provoke retaliation and excite bad blood
and imil r raids coupled with more hostile intent upon other Indian . And the fact
g t_ bow that in many if not in a mAjority of instances, Indian nature i not proof
arra1~ t th temptation held out, nor white nature proof against the prejudice arou ed
aucl m ·on qu n e utbr u.k ocenr.
'.].'h_
!l r. l t l_ing along the frontier i, strongly agai11st the syAtem, au<l your omnu ·10n 1 •l Ct!rtam tllat it is productive of more mischief than good and should be
dn•Mny.

3. You_r mmi sion venture farther, and raise the qnestion wh ther it would not be a
gr_ at gam to o hap the policy of the Department a to prohibit at an early day all
ro1_11g l> ·on~l th bounds of their r s rvat,ions by the Indians for wbatev r purpo •
b1 wonl<l lilt rt l' , w a.re aware, with the huntin(J' privileo-es now enjoyed, and
' · nl<~ b n . _b , with nt doubt, tr nnou ly opposed by the v1riou tribes enjoyina: n h 1mm1~111 1 . . But th r
an be little debate as to the valne of nch a probilliti n
rn pr v ntiog- th olli ion which noel r tl.Je pre oat order of thinrrs continuall occur.
'1hr ugh tb op _ning of the Pa ·iti Railroad, with its connection , the hnntin ..gr u?cl . f th Ind1~n: bav: b_ n thrown open to ettlers ancl immigrat.ion i rapi~ll:t
p unn 'JO. Tb 11:nun -d1 tn ts al o, which bord r the r servations, are rapidl. hll~ng up·_ th : . ul ! t~a.t h_ hnotin xp diti nsoftheindian find, on th 011e baud,
!n r a !n d1ffi ult1_ m th 1r path a r p ct the cnrinrr of game, and on the otht>r
rn ·r>a Ill~ t _mp a I n t~ _run off t k, pillag , and c mmit depr dation rrenerally_:
and th lik libo
f lh, 1 n and tr ubl with th settl rs and other white. i ob 1_u 1y". ry_mn·h n~rn dl th_multipli clopportumti affordedofprocuriu,,liquor
lll lnlgrng_ in •amblio , b r
r •mer,, nd other vie to which the Indian i pron an rl
u f 'In ·b aim
in vitnbly mi ·bi f and oft n bl d h d m .
} llr hermo:' i i . lJ
·l > r poli ·y of th Gov rnm nt, a witn .. cl in , 11 tr a~i
1 h h Ind1un , to m<ln . th ni, :t th arli t po-. ibl <lay, to gi,, up th ir rov1n
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and predatory habits, and, instead of relying upon the al ways uncertain supply of game,
to become cnlt,ivators of the soil with permanent homes, and thus gradually, under the
influence of labor-schools and other appliances of Christianity, cease to be a savage,
and become a civilized people.
Obviously, this is the only way in wb1cb, apart fo_>~ utter exterminati?n, a complete
end of Indian troubles can ever be hoped for; and this mvolves the necessity of a surrender, at some time, by the Indians, of the present privilege _of hunting beyon<;t the limits.
of their reservations. It seems therefore to your comm1ss10n that the t~·ue mterest~ of
both whites and Indians unpemtively demand that the policy of confinmg th~ Indu~,ns
to their reservations be steadily and strenuously urged; and whenever di~cult1~s
should occur in the application of such policy, as they doubtless would, e~peCially m
its initiation, it would seem to your commission better to secure its estabhshme?,t by
increasing the amount of annuities or of supplies granted than to take the risk of p1llage
and bloodshed inseparable from the present system. And if the expense of such a policy were deemed ):>y any an objection thereto, it ought to be sufficient answer to say
that by the witness of experience, it is vastly cheaper to feed the Indians than to fight
them. So the honor of the Government must be maintained and the beneficent ends
it proposes, as respects both whites and Indians, be realized. The avoidance of collisions is cheap at any price.
4. But the most prolific cause of trouble remains to be not.eel. It is the fact, attested by
our conferences and witnessed to by both Indian agents and officers of the Army who
have had most acquaintance with the tribes, that there is neither any organic unity
among them, nor \l.ny recognized permanent and responsible headship. The Indian
chiefs, certainly-among the Sioux, Cheyennes, arid Arapahoes, with whom we had more
particularly to do, are the braves, who, by their prowess and daring, have won renown
a.nd made themselves leaders by a kind of popular accbim. They are, however,
clothed with no authority, have no control over their respective tribes other than their
per1,onal influence, and hence can only lead and act for them to the extent of their ability to persnade the Indians to accept their views. At any time a rival may arise, and,
either L>y his eloqnence or his rleeds, wrest away the chieftainship and become the
chosen leader of the people. The consequence is that the tribal headships are incessantly changing, and hence what has been agreed to under one chief is repudiated under another, or sometimes part of a tribe will cling to one chief and abide by his counsel, and part adhere to another, and thus two authorities come 1,o exist, each supreme
in its sphere, and yet in direct antagonism as upon such a question as that of peace OP
war.

Naturally enongh the Indian transfers this notion of obligation into his dealings with
the Government, and accordingly t,hinks himself freed from the compacts entered into
by his chiefs whenever these change their opinions, as they so often do, or whenever
other chiefs with differing views get the people's ear and usurp their place. Further,
because of the lack of anything like tribal unity and hence of tribal responsibility, they
deem tllemselves not bound by the engagements of their chiefs unless they personally
concur in the desirableness of what is done.
In illustration of such notions, the commission found that the Arapahoes interviewed
by them did not consider themselves bound by the treaty of 1868, mostly because they
had not personally agreed thereto, and partly because :mother set of chiefs, who had
no~ ~een parties to the treaty, had, since its ratification, come into power. And that
th1s 1s the prevalent Indian notion of obligation, would appear from the fact that no
demand for the surrender of Indians known to have committed depredations or outrages upon the whites can be enforced anywhere upon the frontier. Your commission
have been repeatedly assured, alike by the officers of the Territory of Wyoming and
t~ose of military posts situated therein, that they are powerless to secure the apprehension of such wrong-doers, although tlieir delivery by the Indians upon demand by the
proper authorities is one of the first provisions of every treaty.
_So long as such ideas obtain, jt must be obviously impossible to ratify treaties that
will b~ of any avail. Iudeed, it is more than doubtful whether, among all the numerous .tribes or bauds throughout this region, a single treaty is to-day regar<led by the
ln~1ans snp_po~ed to be obligated ~hereby as of binding force in all its stipulations:
while they ms1st stout.ly upon the full measure of all the pledges entered into by the
Gover?-~ent,.th~y seem to tbink themselves privilegecl to be their own judges of the
~ood faith to which they are held. And thus it happens that, in the main, the only
force ~f these co~pacts with the various tribes is with those who are either in sympathy with the obJects they propose, or who have discernment enono-h to see that
conformity to the treaty is tlieir only sure means of securing the besto:als of the Gov&rnment.
.
In this st'.'1-te of tµings, something more is needed to insure peace than a reliance on
the good fa1th of the Indians in carrying out the provisions of the treaties made with
them. As iu the case of the Rawlins tight, or the more recent massacre of two white
women in the Sweet Water countl'y, in j nst so far as they dare, the Indians will follow
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eral de Trobria.ud, of Fort Steele; General Bn~fotd, of. Fort Russell; and General
Smith, of Fort Laramie, with the offi?ers of ~heir respective com_mands_, for v:alu~blf?
assistance rendered,·and many courtesies received, while engaged m the mvest1gat1.o n.
We have the honor to be, very respectfully,
·
EDWARD P. GOODWIN,
J. A. CAMPBELL,
S. R. HOSMER,
Special Cornmissioners.
CHEYENE, WYo., ..d.ugust 9, 1873.

H.
REPORT OF J. P. C. SHANKS, T. W. BENNET, AND H. W. REED,
SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS TO INVESTIGATE THE CONDITION OF THE INDIANS IN IDAHO AND ADJACENT TERRlTORIES.

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH,
November 17, 1873.
'l'o the Hon. EDWAHD P. SMITH, Commissioner of Indian Affairs :
The undersigned, special commission appointed by the inclosed,letter of instructions
of July 1, 1873, make this their general report touching the condition of Indian affairs
in Idaho Territory, and such adjacent territory as is mainly connected therewith in
considering the subject.
This general report is in addition to the special report and agreement relative to the
Indians interested in and connected with the Fort Hall reservation, and agency in
Idaho, of this date; and in addition to the commission's other special report, of even
date herewith, touching the tribes known as Okinakanes, Lakes, Colvilles, San Poels,
Spokanes, Ca.lispells, Kootena.ys, Pend d'Oreilles, and Camr d' Alenes, and their reservations.
Treating upon the general subject of the troubles between whites and Indians, the
commission has, by either one or more of its members, visited the Indians at Fort Hall,
Camas Prairie, Nez Perce, and the tribes named above, and also .the chiefs and headmen of the mixed Shoshones, Bannacks, and Sheep-Eaters, and made diligent inquiry
as to the bands under small chiefs roaming through the country.
The Indians complain of the whites because of encroachments on their farming lands,
bunting and fishing grounds. Worthless white men associate with bad Indian women,
prostituting them, and leaving such women and their children a burden upon the
Indians. However, this is seriously condemned by the white people generally, and is
not so much practiced as heretofore. It is a source of great complaint among the Colvilles of Washington Territory, and Nez Perces of Idaho. The sale to and use ofintoxicating liquors by the Indians is bitterly complained of by the chiefs, and has received
the severest censure from citizens at every point. The courts have, in Idaho, made it
especially dangerous to violate the intercourse laws. There are four persons in the
penitentiary of Boise, at this time, on sentence for this offense, and others under·arrest
on several similar charges. The United States courts of Washington Territory have
been vigilant in this matter also, and the common practice of giving liquors to Indians to drive bargains, will be prohibited, so far as possible, there hereafter. The
a$'ents at Fort Hall, Nez Perces, and Colvilles are also active in preventing this evil.
'fne people are demanding a prohibition of the sale of liquors to Indians.
Some misunderstandings occur between whites and Indians on acconnt of pasturing
stock. What is known as ranchmen, object to have the inferior bands of stock owneil
by Indians to mix with tbefr herds and bands. This is one evidence of the necessitv
of putting Indians with their stock on reservations and prohibiting white men from
int rfering with them there. To this the people are favorably inclined.
Wemustnotforget that[inl the political organization into States and Territories of all
our western country and its settlement by white people in such numbers as to make
Indian wars impossible, bas had a salutary effect on Indians and ·on that class of bad
white men who always infest, and curse a frontier country, and by their bad conduct
embarrass good settlers and excite hostilities amt)ng Indians. The people have power
~o enforce good order now, and are demanding it from all parties; this is the best secm·1ty for peace, and has done much to call the attention of the Indians to the necessity of
abandoning the chase and a resort to permanent homes and to agriculture.
The worst trouble between the whites and Indians in Idaho, and the one that the
whites seem most unwilling to overlook, is the annoyance occasioned by roving bands
of Indians, generally Shoshones and Bannacks, and who, under the provisions of th~
treaty of July 3, 1868, belong, and should have permanent homes upon, the Fort Hall
1·eservation, but who go about the country, ostensibly hunting on unoccupied public

526

REPORT OP TUE SECRETARY OP THE INTERIOR.

527

INDIAN AFFAIRS.

"By the cornm1ssio11:
.
"Question. Do you want schools and school-houses on the Wlol,llowa reservat10n,
"Answer by JOSEPH. No; we do not want schools or school-houses on the Wallowa
.reservation.
"Question. Why do you not want schools?
"Answer. They will teach us to have churches.
,: Question. Do yon not want churches,
"Answer. No; we do not want churches.
" Question. Why do you not want churches,
"Answer. They will teach us to quarrel about God, as the Catholics and Protestants
,<lo on the Nez Perces reservation, and at other places. We do not waut to learn that.
We may quarrel with men sometimes about things on this earth, but we nevt,r quarrel
.about God. We do not want to learn that."
One cause of complaint made by the Nez Perce Indians, is what they understand to
be a great fraud practiced on them through their former agent, Sells, in the matter of fencing on the reservation. The commission examined the fences put up under the Sells contract, and state that it can onlv be characterized as a most scandalous fraud. It is
a post-and-board fence. The posts are not well set. Much of the lumber is deficient
in width and length. The posts are not dressed, the lumber laps at any joint where it
may chance to meet, whether on the posts or between them, and the boards are not
jointed on the posts where they meet; they are lapped .and fastened generally with
one nail, so that they are falling down rapidly. The lumber was cut on the reservation; the contract price of the fence was very high, and the fencing done in places
of no value to any one, for the reason that water cannot be had for irrigation. The
Government cannot be a party to such frauds on the people who intrust it with their
property. The5e people never raised their hands against the Government, but al ways
defended the whites against other Indians.
The commission recommend that the marital relation of Indians and the marriage or
cohabitation of white men with fodia,n wornen; the liabilities of Indians for debts
contracted by them; the descent of property aruong them; their admission in court a&
witnesses, and snob ot,h er matters as may be necessary to their prope;r protection and
preparation for civilized life, should be the subject for careful legislation by Congress.
And the commission especially recommend that criminal law be extended over the
Indians, making them liable and punishable as white citizens are for similar offenses.
The murders and other crimes and rnisdemeanors committed by them on their own race
are fearfully common, and need prompt punishment from a power that they respect
and fear.
.
And it is further recommended that every white employe on reservations be compelled to have continually in his service one or more Indian apprentices at work in
charge on the reservation, to employ only married men upon the reservation as agents,
farmers, millers, &c., and to make their employment conditional upon their removing
their families to, and remaining with them on tbe reservation. The pFesence of white
women and white children a.mong the Indians is necessary to the best interests of the .
whites and Indians. The schools on the reservations to be kept open as continuailly
as possible. The reservation schools should be free to children of agents and their
employes.
Every agent should be compelled to repor-t officially the respective violations of the
l~w by Indians under his charge against Indians or whit.es, and of whites against Indians.
All of wbich is most ~espectfully submitted.
,JOHN P. C. SHANKS,
T. W. BENNET.
HENRY W. REED,
Com,missioners.

J.
REPORT OF .T. P. C. SHANKS, T. W. BENNET, AND Il. W.
REED, SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS TO INVESTIGATE AND
REPORT UPON INDIAN AFFAlRS I~ THE TERRrrOHY OF
IDAHO, AND TERRITOH,IES ADJA0E~I' THERETO.
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAII,

November 17, 1873.
To the Hon. co~IMISSlONER 01!' INDIAN AFFAIRS :
. The special commission, consisting of J.P. C. Shanks, T. W, Bennet, and H. W. Reed
directed by you under the attached instructions of July 1, 18n, while inspecting
matters connected with the Nes Perce reservation at Lap way, on tho Clear Water River,
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Idaho Territory, received from General Milroy, su perinten dent of Indian affairs for Washington Territory, the inclosed letter bearing date July 31, 1873; and on the 3d day
of August, l 73, General Milroy came w. person to Lewiston, Idaho, at the mouth of
the Clear \Vater River, to meet the commission for the purpose of securing its attend ance at the Colville agency, Washington Territory. Having been instructed by you to
examine the condition of Indian affairs in the Territory of Idaho, and report thereon ,
and believing that the Calispells, Pend d'Oreilles, Kootenays, and Spokanes, wl10 inhabit tlie northern portion of Idaho, would be interested in a council to be held at or
near Colville, and interested in a reservation that had been set off iucluding the Colville Valley, and which reservation had been changed to the west side of the Columbia River, by the action of interested white men; and, insomuch as we were instructed
to a certain and report the causes of complaint by the Indians against white people,
and of white people against the Indians, the P-ommission deemed it proper to send one
of its number with General Milroy to examine and report the facts, so far as he could,
touching the matters of complaint, and accordingly sent J.P. C. ShanHs of the commission on that duty.
The commission herewith incloses bis report made to them, together with a record
of the council held with the Indians interested, who were present, and make both the
record of the councils and the report of Mr. J. P. C. Shanks part of this report to you,
and a k your attention to both, as showing the condition of our Indian affairs along the
line of British America, and to the great. injustice done to these peaceable Indians by
the int~rested action of white men; and especially to the conduct of their ex-agent,
Park Winan , in procuring a change of reservation through selfish motives; and to
the more important fact that the reservation, as now located, is in a frigid aud high
latitude, where farming is impossible, while the lines of the reservation cut the Indian off from the Columbia River, and remove them from the Spokane River, the only
ource from which they could procure a livelihood by fishing, game being nearly exban ted; so that [they are] without fish or game, aud in a locality where farming isimpo ible, as proven by white men who have settled on the new reservation and abandoned the country on account of frost, &c.
The act of compelling these Indians to go to the reservation west of the Columbia
Riv r i either to annihilate them or make them a perpetual tax on the Government;
wl1ile th y are industrious and desire to make their own living by work.
Tb ommi ion recommends to the Government that these Indians be permitted to
remain wb re now ituated, for the reasons set forth in General Shanks' report to the
commi i n, h rewith filed as stated; and that the boundaries thereof be as follow :
ll ginning at a point in the channel of the Columbia H.iver, opposite the mouth of
'Kinakan Riv r; thence up the center of the channel of the Columbia River to a point
oppo it the month of the pokane River; thence up the center of the channel of the
pokan Riv r to the mouth of Hangman or Lotah Creek; thence np the center of
Hangman or Lotah Creek to the line dividing Washington and Idaho Territorie , a.
r · 11 ly snrv yed; thence outb on said line to the top of the ridge between Hangman
or L tab r ek and Pme Creek; thence ea terly along the summit of said ridge to a
point wbicl1 i five miles in a direct line east of said territorial line; thence in a direct
lin north to the dividincr-line between the United States and Briti h Columbia;
th n w t alon~ aid line to the O'Kinakane River ; thence down the center of the
cbanu l of aid Kinakane Riv r to the place of beginning.
That tbi r ervation ball 1, a permanent re, ervation-a home for the followincr
tri lws an l nch part of th se trib s a may be proper, nam ly : Creur d'Alene , pp •r
and L w r, pokan , ali p 11 , Pend d'Oreillcs, Kootenays, Lake , Colvilles, San Poel
... I tbow, and 'Kinakanea; t n in all.
r ,f ·r u
to 'eneral hank's report to the commi ion will explain thi matt r
mor . in l •tail.
. Tb omni~. i n is inform cl of the following facts: By an order from the Commi. 1011 •r of Incllau Affair ,
d neal, then superint ndeot of Indian affair of Oregon, and
.J. _B. font ith, Indian acr nt at the ez Perce re ervation, were directed to negotiate
v1th th ' Ill' D'Al ne , and t s t ff a re ervation for them.
clcu •al c1icl not go to <' th
Indians, bnt it is stated that he made a report to the
•partm •n t fr m information r c •iv eel of D. P. Thomp on, but without counciling with
J. H. .:lout itb.
·11c1 r_tb in tru tio1_1 to th ommi i n to vi it th Indian in Idaho, bank and
B ·mi t, 1ll c mpauy with J. B. font itb, ag nt, m tin council th
ceur D'Alen at
Ila111,,rn1'. nor L tab 'r <'k on th 29th day of J nly, 1 7:3, and entered into a writt n agr m n with th• ' _ur Al n •, for a r rvation, ·on,lition <l that it should b approved
h · ' n · · . ' b1 agi·•em n i m th ball(ls of J.B. Mont ith, and perhap ba b cu
r ·p ,rt ,(1 t ·011.
Th ·ommi i ~ lid not c1 ir to gob yood its authorit in thi matt r, and only
.JO~n _l dr... I nt '! h a .. h r.
•m d t b c n c ity f, r it at th time. But th com1m 1011 aft ran 1nv ' t1gatwn f th wliol
nhject, now r •om m n<l that th agrr
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ment entered into with the Cruur cl'Alenes be not confirmed, but that the reservation
recommeuded by the commission for the nine tribes, including the Canu d' Alenes, be
adopted.
All of which is most respectfully submitted.
JOHN P. C. SB:ANKS,
T. W. BENNET,

HENRY W. REED,
Commission.

COLVILLE, STEVENS COUNTY, V\7ASH.,

. .A:ugust 14, 1873.
Hon. T. W. BE~NET and H. W. REED,
Gentlernen of the Special Commission :
I left Lewiston, Idaho, at the mouth of the Clear Water River, as you are aware, on
the 3d day of August, 1873, by steamer down Snake River, accompanied by General
Milroy, the superintendent of Indian affairs, for Washing~on Territory, and lanc~ed
at the mouth of the Pelluce River, where we met John A. Simms, agent at the Colville
ageucy.
From the mouth of the Pelluce we proceeded by wagon to Fort Col viJle, in Stevens
County, in Colville Valley, Washington Territory, where we arrived on the 7th of A~gust, 1873, and on the following day proceeded to the Kettle Falls, on tlle Colum!>1a
H.iver, and, crossing that river, passed up Kettle River and the Sue-Whock to a pomt
near the line of British Columbia, and returning from this point by the Columbia held
a council, August 12, with the following tribes in general council-held at the old
British trading post, about one mile above the Kettle Falls: The Colvilles, Lakes, San
Poels, O'Kinakane, upper .a nd lower Spokanes, and Calispells. The following are the
facts as I found them :
1. All these people are pea·c eable, quiet, and industrious, and express a loyalty to the
United States Government, as simple, confiding, and fait,hful as childTen.
2. They are divided into Catholics and ]?rotestants; the majority of the latter being
Presbyterians; and are very zealous in their faith respectively. In the aggregate the
Catholics largely outnumber the Protestants.
3. Their agent, John A. Simms, is a Catholic, and the Indians, irrespective of faith,
have confidence in his integrity, and speak well of him.
4. They all, as irrespective of religious faith, condemn their ex-agent, who immediately preceded Simms, one Park Winans, a merchant of Colville. .
5. All these Iudians desire a permanent reservation, schools, churches, &c.
6. They generally libor either o_n farms of their own, of whi.ch the1:e are a considerable nnmber, or for others, which is the general rule. Many who had farms before
the recent influx of whites have sold their farms to whites, and uow work by the day
for a living.
.
7. The whites have encroached on the Indians very much, and are continuing to do
so.
8. In these encroachments their late agent, P. Winans, was a principal and participant, and still coutinues to b.e their exponent and principal operator. He was a partner in a tradiug-house dealing with the Indians, while agent, from which whisky was
given to secure bargains in furs, which is the principal t.rade in that locality. And
when the reservation was set off east of the Columuh RivtJr, he coucealed that fact
from the Indians, and busied himself to have it changen to the cold, dry hicrhlancls
west of that river, where white men have abandoned the couutry after trial, and failed
to farm owing to frosts and other difficulties in the way.
9. The reservation has been, by interested, and in many cases unscrupulous men, relocated from east to west of the Col nm bia River; and from the ad vantages of the
salmon fisheries on the Spokane and Columbia to west of the Columbia, only coming
to the west bank of that stream, and that without any privilege of fishing in that river,
literally robbing the Indians of their country and their food.
.
10. There are numbers of white settlers in the Colville Valley, where the Indians now
are, the Indians not· having been removed west of the Columbia under the late unjust assignment of reservation, and I hope never will.
11. These whites are tlle same persons who procured the change of reservation, and are
not entitled to any sympathy, as they obtained an unjust ordei· against the Indians, knowing that the new reservation was unfit for habitation, a11cl, avoiding it themselves, procured an order that gave them the Indians' homes, and drove the Indians where they
would not reside themselves.
12. These Indian tribes are now Rituated adjacent to each other, and have been so
since time immemorial.
13. These tribes speak the same language, the same as spoken by the Flatheads and
Creur d' Alen es . .
34 I
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14. The Kootenays, who were not in tbe conncil but wbo reside in Northeast Wa hiu1rton, r orth Idaho, and Northwest Montana, speak the same language, and should 1.,e
iuclndecl with these tribe..
15. Tb e tribes desire reservations together, beginning as follows: At a point in the
channel of the Colnmbia River opposite the month of the O'Kinakane River; thence
up·the center of the channel of the Colnml>ia River to a point opposite the mouth of
the polrnne River; thence up the ceTiter of the channel of tbe Spokane River to
the mouth of Hangman or Lotah Creek; thence up center of Hangman or Lotah
Creek to the line dividing Washington ancl Idaho Territories, as recently surveyed:
thence south on said line to the top of the ridge between Hangman or Lotah Creek and
Pine Creek; thence easterly along tlrn summit of said ridge to a point which is fhe
miles in a direct line east of said territorial line; thence in a direct line north to the
<1ividiug- line between the United States and British Columbia; thence west along said
line to the O'KinakaneRiver; thence down the centre of thechaunelof said O'Kinakane
River to the place of beginning.
16. The e Ind inn tribes propose snrren<lering their title to all the country south and
en ·t of the country as named. This gives the United States all that beautiful conntry
along Pine Creek, and from the Pelluce to the proposed line which you have seen, ancl
whi hi mor valuable than all they desire to retain.
17. Th y ask no money or clothing; all they wish is that their homes be secured to
th m.
1 . They ay if the United States bas money to give let it be given to the whites for
their improvements. The Indians ,vill make their living if protected in their home .
19. Tb country they wish to retain is, withtheexceptionoftbeColvilleanuBangman'
Cr ek Vall ys, monntainous aud poor, except small spots, but the fishing is good, aud
it i their cl1erisbed homes and much desired by them.
20. It wonl l be expensive, troublesome, dishonorable1 and wicked to drive these people
a,ya,y from their homes, where they have lived from tm1e immemorial, to give place to
cunning m n who have supplanted them, and procmed t.h e action of the Government
nrrail1 t them.
:ll. on of tllese Indians have been in hostility to the Government at any time, exc pt tho pokancs and Co ur cl' Aleues, and they only were when they defeated Steptoe,
ancl Wl'l' in turn conquered by General Wright.
2~. Th
people geuera1ly dre ·s as white people do, and are anxions to improve in
ag~·1 ·ul tural punmits. They ask for nothing but their.homes, and for these they plead a
Jnl<lr •n.
Tbcr' 11a been no treaty with tl1ese tribes for whom this reservation is propo eel,
an~l. tlH•i_r title to nll tile country from Steptoe's Bute to tile Flathead country ancl
l311t1 h lrn ', and to the ierra ;revada to Snake and Pelluce Rivers i theirs yet. All
this ii,; to her linqni bed by them, except tbat included in the propos cl reservation.
I ~Pft •uer~l Milroy, at Colville, on the 14th day of August, 1873, preparing ~o
car ,fn ll,r c-·a.nnne that part of the new r eservation lying w st of the Kettle Rivflr, tlu
,_r fit_, lyrng b tween Kettle and Colnmbia Rivers, having been examined by Mr.
!11~· .v, 'uum , ~ncl myself, as stated abov . General Milroy will make repor~ to the
lutlian Dcpartm ut of bis further investigations, to which I respect.folly a k teutiou.
Th• 'olvill arr ucy is one difficult to manage for the rea on that it i not on a
r:, <'rva_ ion. The r servation was changed from east to ,,est of the Colnmb' River hy
l'..x ' ·utt~' o_nl r, but the Indians, and consequently a,rrency, remained a t of tbe
'olu 111hia. I 1,· 'r at olville, within the limits of the reservation a ju ·t et off. Tbi
l ·an th' a~ nt uo controlling pow rover bad white men who may wro er or intri crne
with_ th lu<lian s, other than such as the courts cau g ive 'under tb'e ilnr~our e la.~"'·
l ·:n 111 ~_th ag ·nt or court no pow r to preveut the a ociation of bad bite men with
th~· Iuclian n11cler bit~ charge.
Ih<' h ·tt '1' la.. f whit p opl see and feel the ffect of this con itfon of thing ,
aucl ha,·' pok •n tom of it quite fr ly.
, th . A'<·n 'ral o~rncil hel<l near K ttle Fall , 011 August 12, 1 73, iA.ntoine, chief of
th' . lville.,, l> along for bi p ople who r etlide in the Colville Vrtlley and arountl
•,~l\' ill' and ~h • old trading po t wll re the conncil was held, aid, (amoog other
thtu • of d '•p mt r t,) t
n ral 1ilroy, Acrent imms :wd my elf '' We want you to
!:tk · our part: ~h · liquor i . omiug up to our kn ee ; ,~ tie onr p' opl up for clrinklll". l>ut tb ·"hit•· do not ti up or puni b th ir p ople for
lling liquor to Indian .
I_ wi h ' u wh ·om fr m Wa biugton would take our part and top thi
llio"
l1q11 r
11.·. '
.\uoth r r 11ncl of •ri u. omplaint i th pro titution of their women byhacl whit
m ·11 uncl •r th pl a of mamarr . Th o whit, men take the a.dvantarr f th <liffl'r·
n ·' _l f:~w • ·11 .th . marri "". r m ni s of whit p ople and th impl volunt.u.r
a ?ciation ,~·b1 h 1•• b Incl1an_ form of marriag , a11d whil the poor Indian woman
h h •v, ·. • b I man1 1 t a whit man, h tr at it in th ]irrht of ohabitati n onlf
·h hc..hr ak off_ a .":ill, oft n abandoning both worn ' ll and cbildr n wi~b im·
mu .'
1• 111 11, aul\\tlb "l'O · rnd1il•r•ucc. Th pe che · oftb cbicfi atth council mllt:~·
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plain fnlly the conditio1;1 of ~bings in this regard around_ Colyille during Park Winau's
agency. Agent Simms is dom~ all he ~an to 1~rev_ent th1R evil, '.'1nd ha~ done 1:11uch.
Judo·e Lewis United States JUqO'e ot that district, has set his foot m unmistakable
earnest on thes~ offenses and thosg who sell and give liqnor to Indians, and t,he good
effect, is very perceptible .. A numbe~ have rec~ntly ~arried their sq~rnws (with whoru.
they bad families) to avoid prosecut10n. Antome, chief of the Colv1lles, when speakiiw at t,be council in presence of the Indians, and of many whites who bad collected
tb~re, touching wrongs inflicted on Indian women by white men, said, "I want you to
take pity on ns and help us; bad white men have taken twenty of our squaws from
us, aud when they have borne children to them, the white men take all the property
and leave the squaws and children. They leave no prop_erty_ or food for the sqna:w,
mother, or cliilclren, !mt leave them on us, so we must ma1~1tam the mother an_d ra.1se
tbe children. When I want to get my daughter or my s1st,e r from these white men
they will not let me have her, and when I then ask them to marry our women wh m
tbey took, they would refuse to marry them, but would keep t,hem in sin ; what shall
we <lo f We want ;vour help. I am raising plenty of white men's children, white men
whom I am looking in t,he face now. (Then addressing himself to Winan's former agent;
Sherwood, vVinan's farmer, while a.gent, who bas a sgnDw.in adultery and two children ;
and Dr. Perkins, who bas a deaf and dumb squaw in adultery and three children; and
Slllith, who wanted the ::igency, who has a squaw in adultery and two children, and
other squaw men present, Antoine said:) "White men I am talking to you of your
actions ; I am raising your children on my poor food, my roots and berries and fish and
rotten salmon, (rotten salmon being those found dead along the river,) and when I
have raised them these white men demand them and take them. I am poor, and this
is very hard."
The Indians complained that Wii;ians,p~rmitted some bad fodian women to keep places
of ill-fame at Col ville, near his place of business, and that he did not try to prevent it,
but that Agent Simms at once prevented it when he arrived. Numbers of white men
stated to me the same facts ; and Winans did not deny any of these and other charges
made by these Indians, in his presence at the council, against his admi n istratiou; and,
though privilege was given to Winans and other whites, as will appear by the records
_of the council, to speak in reply to the severe charges made against them by the Indians, (and which charges were confirmed by white citizens,) they all declined. General
Milroy said to the whites present, "Insomuch as the charges are made in your presence,
perhaps you shoulrl answer in the presence of the Indians;" but they declined,. sayiQg
they would put any statements they wished to· make to t11e Government in writing.
This will prevent the Indians from seeing or confronting them, and that is the d.e sire
of these men.
In relation to the removal of the reservation from east to west of the Columbia River,
the Indians charged Park Winans-arid in this they arc sustained by the whites, and by
his own confession-that when the order setting off the first reservation reached Winans,
their ageut then, he concealed the fact from them until he could and did manipulate
the change.
.
.
Taking Winans's acts, snrroundings, and associations, and it proves him to have been
an unworthy agent and dishonorable man. He is charged by white people with having sold Indian goods from his store, and by paying his individual deuts out of Indian
supplies .
. Some o_f those who, with Park Winans, labored to c~ange the _reservation, are acting
m bad faith to the Government, as well as to the Indians ; for rnstance, a Mrs. Myer·s
wrote to the President, pleading for her home as though she had no protection, and as
though she was a sufferer. This letter was referred to Commissioner of Indian Affairs
and answered to her by him. This letter I saw in the bands of her husband (for sh~
has a bnsbaud.) The facts are these: Myers and bis wife reside on one hundred and
sixty acres of land in what was tlle reservation, and which they aided to 0hange, (I
have been on the place;) while Myers has possession of another 160-acre tract, iucludding the old Hudson Bay mill property; so the wife claims one, and the husband the
other. Snch are the fraudulent actions of these pnrsuers of the Indians of ColvHle
Valley. I have seen Myers, his wife and home, and had his own explanation as to tb_e
two claims. Mrs. Myers is a white woman, and he a white man.
The records of the councils bel<l. at Kettle Falls, Stevens County, Washington Terri- •
tory, and at the Spokane bridge, July 12, 13, 14, 1873, are herewith presented, and
made part of t,his report.
·
All of which is respectfully submitted.
JOHN P. C. SHANKS,
Special Comrn'issioner. _
OVEMBER 11, 1872.
NOTE.-My attention was called to thf? discrepancy between the laws of q.reat Britain
aml those of ~ho United States, toncbi11g tllu sale of intoxicating liquors to Indians.
General '11lroy, soperinten uent of Indian affairs forWushington Territory; Judge
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Lewi , of Walla-vValla, and whdse district includes Stevens County, in which lies Colvill Valley; Mr. Simms, Indian agent at Colville, and other white persons, anclsorue
Iu,liau also, request the attention of the Government. to this subject.
Bt'iti h Iudiaus are British subjects, and it is claimeil. that our restricted statute
will uot reach the sale of liquor to a British subject, and, hence, sales to these barn
been permitted, which furnishes an excuse for selling to any who claim to be British
snbjects. The British law prohibits selling or giving liquor to any North American
Indian, and our statutes should be made similar to it iu this respect.
Respectfully submitted.
JOHN P. C. SHANKS,

Special Commissioner.
NOVEMBER

11, 1873.

K.
REPORT OF J.P. C. SHANKS, B. R. COWAN, .AND CHAS. MARSH,
SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS TO DETERMINE THE BOUND.ARIES OF THE NEW RESERVATION .AT ROUND V .ALLEY,
0.AL.

to boundary
v ry monntainou , the
,..,
rtiou is well timbered with pine timber f
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excellent size and quality for manufacturing into lumber. There is also excellent pasturage for horses, cattle, and sheep, which for several years has been used 1,,y squatters
who have no legal rights t,hereon.
.
..
The Indians there bave experience as berders, bemg employed by the citizens for
tbat purpose, and it would be well to encourage them to engage in sheep and cattle
raising.
. .
.
.
The area of mountainous country embraced w1thm the proposed boundaries will
afford ample rano-e and excellent pasturage during the entire year for at least thirty
thousand bead ol'sheep, besides all the cattle and horses which can be properly managed by the agent. If well stocked and ca:red for the agency could be made self-sustaining in a very few years.
.
..
We submit herewith a schedule of appraisement of the improvements owned by mt1zens and located upon the new reservation, marked A. Some parties have probably
acquired rights to lands within the reservation by pre-emption or homestead settlement. If 8Uch rights exist, measure8 shoul~ be t:1ken for their extingui_shment by p~yment to the parties of such amounts as their claims may be worth. Still other parties
have patents for lands embraced in the reservation, all of whom are willing to sell to
the Government.
·
Our instructions were silent in reference to lands claimed in the new reserv~tion,
and also as to the lands south of the southern bimndary qf the reservation; but we
nevertheless respectfully su bruit some suggestions relative to the latter class, based upon
our actual examination of them.
That portion of the lands south of the reservation which lie within the valley, is, for
the mo8t part, of the very best quality of farming-lands, upon a gre~t portion of which
excellent crops were growing at the time of our visit.
•
They are fully eqnal to the average quality of the valley farming-lands of California
and are for the most part claimeu by settlers. The settlers haYe not entered upon them
upon any pretended homestead or pre-emption claims, but simply have laid clai1ns to
all the lands they wanted for farms in the valley.
·
·
These olaims range in extent from 45 acres up to 880 acres, the last amount being
the largest claimed lJy any single individual. A firm of two brothers, one of whom
re8ides in the State of Nevada, claim 1,680 acres, while a number of persons claim 640
acres each.
The posRessory titles to these claims are recognized as property by the State of California, and the same are liste.d for taxatio:q. . We procured from the assessor of .Mendocino County the official appraisement of the propP.rty in Roµnd Valley, ~ c_o py of
which is herewith submitted, marked B. It will be observed that the greater portion of these lands are appraised by the county assessor at $10 per acre, for the possessory title simply. This would not be an excessive apprais.e ment if the parties had the
fee-simple of the land, a,nd 1 in fact, few of the sett,lers thereon would sell their claim
at the price named, some of them asking $20 per acre, to our perRorial knowledge.
Again, while settlers are restricted to 80 and 160 acres of l::tncl under the pre-emption
and homestead laws, we found parties there claiming to hold 640 and even 880 acres,
and threatening all persons who attempted to sett.le upon any port-ion of their claims.
The schedule will show the names of all parties whose claims are above the amounts
allowed to be entered. In fact this class of settlers have no more legal right to the
propert,y they claim, (and even had the valley been open to settlement they wonld only
have been allowed to enter 160 acres each,) than the settlers upon the lands in tbe '
present reservation. Bt)t under the law the lattet class of settlers must leave the
lands upon which they have been livin~, receiving pay only for the improvements, and
must remove from the valley entirely, unless some arrangement can be made for them
to enter npon the excess of land improperly claimed by the former class. Under the
existing law it is not at the di8cretion of any officer to ·make any discrimination; but
it is respectfully suggested, if practicable, that the attentio)l of Congress be iuvite'd to
the subject, in order that the settlers who will be ousted from the lands in the rei,;ervation may be afforded the opportunity to purchase lands in the valley, without the
boundaries of the reservation, before any of said lands are offered for sale to persons
who were not actual residents of the valley at the date of the passage of the act of
March 3, 1873.
'fhe area of good land in the valley is ample to furnish farms to all the residents,
and we deem it but equitable that some arrangemont as we suggest be made. As we
have before said, the lands are as good as the average of valley farming-lands in the
State of California.
The law puts the minimum price for such lands at $1.25 per a.ere, below which they
cannot be sold. Does that limitation hnply the right of the Secretary of the Interior
to name a higher price for these lands¥ We think not. We have shown that they are
worth from four to eight times as wuch, and that they cannot be bought from th/3 pres~
ent claimants at a much higher figure. Some of this value has been created by the
occupn,nts, and consists in improvements of houses, fences, and tilled fields. For this
a,ppreciatiou of the property the Government does not expect to be remuuerated.
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Dednctiug, however, the proper percentage, say, from one-half to three-fourths, would
re,lnce the lands to $5 and $2.!'i0 per acre.
Upon this baeis, and after carefully examining the quality of the land, we take the
liuerty to submit for your consideration the following appraisement:
ections 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 29, 30, of township 22 north,
range 12 west, 8,960 acres, at $5 -----· ______ ·---·· ·-·· __________ ·-··-· $44, '00 00
East half sectiou 1, section 12, east half section 13, east half section 24,
township 23 north, range 13 west, 1,600 acres, at $5 ....... _.... . . . . . . . .
8,000 00
West half section 13, west half section 24, township 23 north, ra.nge 13
west, 640 acres, at $2.50 ..••••.. __ ...•.••...• _..•..•... __ . .••••.. _....
1, 600 00
Amounting in all to 11, 200 . . • • . . • . . • . . . • • • . . • • . . . • • • . • . . . • . . . • • • . . . . . . $54,400 00
This makes an aggregate of $54,400 of the value of the lands in the valley without
the resenation, hut embraced within the boundary of the old reservation. By reference to the schedule of the appraisement of improvements upon the present reservation,
it will be seen that.the aggregate value thereof is $32,669.78. In addition to this, certain claims by pre-emption, homestead, and purchase, will have to be extingnishe<l,
which will require a,t least $20,000 more, which will absorb the amount realized if the
ahove appraisement should be authorized. ·
.
If our scaling of the lands to be sold should be adopted, the amount received fr0m
that sonrce will be sufficient to pay for all improvements a,ppraised, and for the claims,
heretofore alluded to, of homestead and pre-emption settlers aml purchasers, and for
the expeuses of the commission. Unless authority is given to appraise these lauds at
·omething near their true value, the proceeds of tlieir sale will not he sufficient to pay
for the improvements we have a,ppraised, and the appropriat.ion of at least thirty thouand dollars will be needed in addition to the proceeds of sales, to carry out the proviion of the present act.
We ther •fore re pectfnlly suggest that Congress be requested to so amend the act of
March 3, 1 73, as to authorize t,be Secretary of the Interior to cause the lands south of
th outhern boundary of the reservation, as established by said act, to be apprai ed
a11cl offer cl for sale, giving preference to the settlers thereon at the <late of tile passage
of ai(l act, ancl allowing them a r~a,sonab1e time in which to make proof and payment
for their land . With regard to tlie lands not so taken by present settlers, preference
· h uld l,e given to those who occupy laflds within the boundary of the said re ervation, wb 1:1honld also be allowed a reasonable time to make entry and payrueut before
th r idne f the iands are thrown open to general sale.
We al o sugrre t that all perf;ons, whether 1:1ettlers or not, pnrchasi.ng any of said land ,
shall b restricted to 160 acres.
We r p ctfully submit a projet of a Jaw, embodying the suggest.ions made above.
'l'h 'tatc of California has sold a certain portion of the lands within tile new re ervation a swamp-lands, and the purchasers are claiming under certificate· from the
t,tt laud-offices. Tho elands, however, have not been cou:finned to the State by the
nit •cl tat Government as swamp-lands, and we re pectfully repre. ent that they
ar not in any ense of t.ho term swamp-lands, aud should not therefore be coutirrned
to tli
tate as such. Th references above to claims u:pou lands iu the reservation
do not allude to these swamp-lanus.
JOHN P. C. HANK
B. R. COWA

L.

RED CL 1:n AGENCY, WYO., May 9, 1 ,3.
with hi tructious contained in your 1 tt r of March 27, "er
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Agent Daniels had previously been using his best endeavors te gain their friendship .
aud briner t,lrnm under the control of the Government.
On co!i'ipleting our arrangem~nts wor_d was _sent to all the camps requesting the
chiefs and head-men to meet us m council at this place on the 9th.
Ou the day appointed we f~und repres_entati':es frol!1 about four or five lrnn~red
lodO'es in council. They were mformed of the wishes of the Government as contarned
in ;our letter of instructions.
'hey expressed themselves very glad to hear from .their Great Father, but they were
not prepared to accede fully to his request. Their people did not want the Northern
Pacific Railroad built, and they did not want any white men in the country. Tile
trader was the only white man they wanted to see, and they wanted the Great Father
to allow him to sell guns and ammunition. They said they would take the words of
the Great Father back with them to their people, and talk it over, and when they
agree to let the Great Father know.
The principal men in the council were Red Thunder, a chief; Thin Soup, Ashes, Little Chief, and Hump Rib, head soldiers of Oncpapas, Minneconjoux, and No Bow
bands of Teton Sioux.
Owing to the limited time allowed one of the commissioners, Black Moon, No Neck,
and Lame Antelope, chiefs in these bands, had not arrived. In closing the council
your commissioners impressed upon the minds of the Indiaus the importance of stopping the raids of their young -men upon our borders, and the great advantages they
wou ld secure by remembering the words of their Great Father. With apparent good
feeling on the part of all the council then closed. •
Your commission does not see the way open to prosecute the work further at present.
Tlrny feel no hesitancy in assuring the Department that there will be no combined resi tance to the construction of the Northern Pacific Railroad. The Indians neither
have ammunition nor subsistence to undertake any general war, neither do they manifest any such spirit in council.
Small raiding parties will doubtless visit the Northern Pacific Road, and perhaps the
border settlements.
It is probable that a majority of the Indians with whom we counciled will remain in
the vicinity of this agency, and in view of the scarcity of buffalo in the Sioux country it is believed that all northern hostile Sioux will ultimately be compelled to come
to the different agencies for subsistence.
·
Very respectfully, your obedient servants,
JOHN P. WILLIAMSON,
J. W. DANIELS,
Comrnissioners.
Hon. EDWARD P. SMITH,
.
Coniuiissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

_M.
REPORT OF T. C. JONES, SPEOIAL UOMMISSIONER TO APPRAISE LANDS BELONGING TO THE KANSAS OR KAW
RESERVATIO.N IN KANSAS.
DELAWARE, Omo, September 16, 187::3.
_Sm: Having sent a telegram from Emporia, Kans., annoqncing my purpose to return
w1t,hout proceeding to make the appraisement of the Kaw lands in that State, and
mailed from Saint Louis a brief note, stating the reasons, I now submit a more formal
report.
·
On the 25th ultimo, when preparing to leave for Kansas, I received a telegram frout
the honorable Commissioner of In<liau Affairs, from Chicao-o, directing a stay of all
proceedings until I should Lear from him at Washington. After a delay of a few days
I was notifl_ed to see Superintendent Hoag befo1·e proceeding with the work, in obedience to which I left on September 1st for the city of Lawrence, where, before seein«)'
Mr. Hoag, I had conversations with several well-informed gentlemen as to the cha;
acter and location of the Kaw lands, and the price at whichsirnilarlands were sellin;:,.
&c. Construing the dispatches from the Department to mean t,hat the appraiseme1~t
should not be proceeded with, if I, after consultation with Mr. Hoa,v, should <leem
it inexpedient, I had a conference wHh that gentleman and a Mr. M~11len, who bad
been c~nnectecl with Indian work at the Kaw mission. I became satisfied that the only
complarnt as to the work of the fo1 mer · commission was that the price fixed for the
sale of the laud was too high. There was, so far as I could. learn, no controversy as to
1
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the claims of settlers as finally determined upon [by] the report of Government agent,
so that it appeared to me nothing was necessary now to be done but to fix the price at
which the land should be sold. After further reflection I became satisfied that eYen
thi wa not necessary, anrl so telegraphed the Dep:1rtment, and received, September
8th, a cli..,patch giving the opinion of the honorable Secretary of the Interior, that a no
sales could be made without new appraisement, we should proceed with the work
according to instructions, which reqnired ns to go over all the work of the former commis ion de noro. This I became satisfied we should not have time to do before we
sl10nlu l>e stopped by cold weat,her. But deeming it best to go on the ground and look
further il,to the matter, I wrote my associates, Robley and Campbell, to meet me at
Council Grove, sending telegram to the Department as to amount of work required,
and a king if we were to investigate all the claims of settlers, and what provision had
been made for expenses, the answer to be sent to Council Grove. Arriving at thi
place, I fonnd Mr. Edwards first named as commissioner, (in whose place Campbell
bad been subsequently appointed,) ready and anxious tn enter upon the work. I
received answer to last dispatch that the claims of settlers were to be investigated,
and that no funds were available for expenses until lands were sold. The same evening, Mr. Campbell, who bad been :uamed as commissioner, arrived in accordance with
the notice received from me to enter upon bis duties. After -examining the maps and
plats of the lands, I rode out in different directions so as to get an idea of the
character and locations of the lands away from the Neosho Valley, through which
w bad pas eel on the Missouri, Kansas, and Texas Railroad from east to west.
The whole tract, induding the trust and diminished reserve lands, is nearly 22
miles quarc, of which a small portion bas been deeded, leaving subject to sale, under
the act of 1 72, about 218,000 acres of the richest and most beautifully located lands
in the· tate of Kansas, the whole being underlaid with an excellent quality of mag11e ian lime-stone, which crops out on the slopes of the elevations, reminding one
strongly of the l>lue-grass re~ions of Kentucky.
,
Tb bottoms of the Neosho River on this r-eserve are more extensive than those
of any ·tream I ever saw, and of the richest and best quality, there being scarcely auy
w t land there. The uplands, except the small portions on the bluffs where the limeton i, een on the surface, are as fertile ~s the splendid uplands of our Miami Valley,
and mor uuiformly so. I formed tho opinion, from the appearance -and characteri tic of this oil, and from the crops that in some places were growing upon them, that
th ey were qual to any uplauds I had ever seen for the production of grass, grain, or
fruit.
'l'h upply of timber and water is better than upon any lands I saw in Kansas, and
I b Ii ve g nerally admitted to be as good as any to be found there, and the natural
drainage furnL bed by the streams and elevations renders the location not only very
b antifnl, but I should suppose exceedingly healthy. The village of Council Grove,
with a population of over 700, where the best qnality of coal is now about being
min <1, i ituated near the center of these lands. The railway and Neosho River p,
through the tract from east to west, with numerous smaller streams entering from
ith r id , such as Big John, Rock Creek, Little John, &c. Besides these, spring
i _ ning out of the side-bills and valleys are for this country very common. The thrifty
Ytllag of Am rica, with a population of al>out 500, a large ch ese-factory, &c., is near
tho •a. t 'rn border, while only eight miles further ea t we have the flourishing town
of_ 'mporia, with 2,500 people at last census, now eleven cbnrcbe , five stores, &c.,
with a mo t xc 11 nt country population around it.
ow what, under the e circamtan
sh nlcl this magnificent t.ract of land be worth T It is poken of tbroucrh the
wh 1 tat a th be t, or among the very best, in Kan a . It is a long way off, it i
trn , but th railroad faciliti '8 are good, and cattle which sell here as bicrh
now a , ~.50
0
P r 10 I> nn~l ,_ ar ·hipped t~ b)cago at '110 per car.
Tb ·omu11 10n put th d1mim heu res rve lands at only 3.8 ¼per acr , av ra 11 ,
and th tru. t Janel. at only '2.2 per acre, makiug a general average of the whole of
I . than 2. 1 er acr .
':!'11 b
f th bottom-lands along the railroad with wat rand timber are put at.
~ •·11 P r
re, • n<l om fi w pi •ce nearly all timber, at '12 to l5 per ncre, whil th
uph ud • r
1, , 1.10, , ·1. ,
c. If th
lands are not worth th e price th re
mu.th! •
<Id al of la1;1d in Kan a that i worth ab olutely nothing; and a nenr
a. I ot1_ld 1 arn, all tho rail way lands of anything like similar quality ar held at larg •Ir
hwh r 11g11r .
'p • ·nlat ~ (in which i includ <l one or more of the railway ) are anxiou fi r a
~o,wr appr:u •111 nt, und r which th y bop , with the y t m of making bid at Wn hrngton t . get on tr l_of all tb
ln.nd , and it i surpri ing what a. pre ur th y nr
able:
hruw to b ar 111 fayor f th ir int r . t .
~t i imp~. ib_l th~ nny it11p rtial m, n who is n judge of lancl can fail to
, nf r
a tnll . ·am111at1 n o1 all th fact., that th apprai m ut of ]a. t y nr i a, fair and ju
on • A~<l I h<' that! hall b pa_nlon d fi r rep a ting that tlt •r i no uou t of t!J
lau<l b •111 tak u up, if au ag ucy 1 e tabli hell ou the p t for tll ir puroba , th
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expense of which the Indians can well afford to :pay. This plan, too, with a reasonable
credit for two-thirds of the purchase-money, on m1;erest, deeds to be made on full payment would be exceedingly satisfactory to the people, as it would encourage sales to
actu~l settlers. For these reasons, I was of the opinion that a re-appraisernent was
not only unnecessary, but would involve a large expense, which ought not, in justice,
to be imposed upon these Indians.
But I should have hesitated before interposing my opinions if there had been time
to make the appraisement, and we bad been furnished with means to complete it. To
have made an examination of each 160 of the 218,000 acreA and take testimony in
regard to the claims and improvements of _ove~ 200 claims of settlers, w<?uld h~ve
taken four or five months' labor, most of the tune m the :field, under tent at mght, with
two wagons, chain-carriers, surveyors, &c.
'l'he former commissioners were engaged over four months in this way, and I am satisfied they worked most faithfully and did their work as well as men could. Mr.
Edward P. Ellis, who seemed quite anxious to go on, being a member of the senate,
said he coul<l not devote so much time to the work. Under the circumstances I thought
it best to return without organizing the commission, it being obvious that the work
could not be completed this fall.
Of course it is to the interest of all parties to have these lands disposed of as soon
as possible, nnd this, as suggested in my note from Saint Louis, can be best accomplished by an amendment of the law, so as to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to establish an agency for their sale in Kansas, upon the basis of the appraisement
already made. This is the opinion of every man with whom I conversed in Kansas,
having experience in such matters. In no other way can the Government dispose of
these lauds so rapidly, at fair prices, and to actual settlers; and it seems to me, an
effort ought to be made to save to those who shall become occupiers of tbese·magnificent lands the large profits which the speculators hope to realize from handling
them.
All which is respectfully submitted. ·
T. C. JONES.
Spel'ial Conunissionm·.
Hon. EDWARD P. SMITH,
Commissioner Ind'ian A.ffai'rs, Washington, D. C.

N.
REPORT OF H. M. ATKINSON AND T. G. WILLIAMS, SPECIAL
COMMISSIONERS TO VISIT THE KIOKAPUOS IN MEXICO,
WITH THE VIEW OF INDUCING THEM TO COME A~D
RE.MAIN IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY.
WASHINGTON, D. c., October 8, 1873.
Hon. E. P. SMITH, •
Cornmissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.:
Sm: Pursmtnt to your instructions of March 31, 1873, we reached "Fort Duncan, Tex.,
on the Rio Grande River, on the 30th of April. From the best information obtainable
we expected that th~ governor of the Mexican State of Coahuila would shortly arrive at
Piedras Negras, a Mexican town just opposite Fort Duncan, and as it was essential to
secure his advice and co-operation in our work, we awaited his arrival ; also, in order
to procure and fit out such vehicles and animals as would be needed for traveling in
that country, where no pn blic means of transportation could be obtained.
On the 8th of May we crossed the Rio Grande. As the governor had not come to the
frontier, we proceeded on to Saltillo, the capital of Coahuila, about three hundred and
fifty miles distant. We deemed it uselesA to go first to where the Kickapoos, Pottawatomies, R.ud other roving bands of Indians, Lipans and Mescaleros, were reported
to be encamped, because they were all, by a recent treaty or agreement wit)} Governor
Cepeda of Coahuila, under bis direct protection and supervision.
On the_ 15th of May we arrh·ed at Saltillo. The next day, there being no American
commermal agent or consul in that city, John C. O'Sullivan, jr., esq., a prominent merchant, kindly accompanied and introduced us to Governor Cepeda.
Wo presented oar credentials and explained our instructions relative to the removal
of the Kickapoo and other Indians from the frontier of Mexico back to their proper
reservations in the United States. We requested his active co-operation in effecting
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our commissions and instructions, and urged the advantages to them of an immediate
move to their United States reservation. The Mexican commissioner indorsed our
statements 3,nd told them it was the desire of l>oth governments that they should go,
that they ,~ould be protected, and iu _all respects better off. Th~ Indians, through their
chiefs, said in reply that they had JUSt bee1_1 attacked by Umted States troops from
Texas; that in passing through that State m 1864 (the party who -at that time went
from Kansas to Mexico,) tliey had been attacked undeservedly; that early in May
they heard we were coming to induce them to retnrn to the United States, and that
then they had held a council, and a large number of them liad decided to return
with us, if their reasonable demands for supplies were complied with by our GoYernment; but since that council their people had been killed, women and children captured
by Unite<l States troops; that therefore, until the ·captives ,vere restored, they would
not listen to our offers; but, if they were returned they would forget about those who
were killed, and would return with us, as both governments desired H. - On the following day we met and again renewed our efforts. vVe asked the chiefs to go with us to
the Texas border where they could be assured of the safety of the captives, a.ncl that
if they would cross over on their way to their reservation the prisoners would be restored to them. After several talks it was finally agreed that one of the principal
chiefs, Che-quan-ka-ko, should accompany us to see about the captives. Upon arriving
at San Antonio, Tex., on 13th June, to which place the prisoners had been taken, we
had the honor of communicating with you by telegraph, and requested that the Indian
captives should be put under our charge. Our iutention was not to release them, or
to return them to Mexico, bnt with proper precautions take them back near the border,
and holding them on the limits of Texas, induce the Indians to cross over, and proceed at once to their reservation. We felt assnred that .as soon as the Indians were
convincecl of the safety of their women and children, and could be made satisfied that
we were acting in good faith for their good, they would consent to move. We found it
difficult to answer their oft.en repeated question as to bow it was that at the yery time
we, as commissioners of the United States Government, were iu Mexico to treat with
them, that the United States soldiers should have gone into Mexico to attack, kill, and
capture their pPor,le. We read to them what General MacKenzie had written to us;
that he was following a trail of Lipan Indians, and that it led to the Kickapoo camp:,
and that they liad received a blow intended more particularly for the Lipans, who had
jnst been depredating in Texas.
That attack, so ndmirably executed by General MacKenzie, evidently somewhat delayed our negotiations, but doubtless its results contributed largely to our final success,
by exbibit.ing the power of the United States even outside of our country, a.D_d proving
to tbe Indians that Mexico could no longer afford them a safe harbor after their raids
into Texas.
Our request concerning the captives- not having been granted, on the 23d June we
left San Antonio aud returned to Zaragoza, Mexico, about thirty miles from Piedras
Negras; arrived there 28th June. From that time up to the 14t,h July was employed in
again getting together the scattered bands of Kickapoos and Pottawatornies, numbering about 800, and also in sending word to the Lipans and Mescaleros, numbering in
all about 2,000, to meet us in council at Rcmolino, some thirty miles northwest from
Z~ra~oza. On the 14th July a council was held. We a~ain set forth the objeet of our
nuss1on, and the reasons why they should move. Only one Mescalero chief wae present, and left abruptly before the council was over, and, stealing a Mexican's horse,
departed. None of the Lipans or Mescaleros again appeared in council, although
they had said that they would like to go with us to the United States. Future efforts
with them might be more successful.
_In the councils held at Remoliuo all of the Pottawatomies, and a large part of tb.e
Kiclrnpoos, consented to go to their reservation. They required, however, that we
should first furnish them with sul>sistence, clothing, an other supplieA, and some
pack-~ules and horses for transportation on their journey, and that these things should
be delivered to them at their camp at Remolino. Their object10n to receiving supplies
on the Texas side of the Rio Grande was ,because of their fear of attack from the
!exans. They also asked us not to accompany them on their march, saying that their
intended route wonld be west and north of all the settlements in Texas; that they
wo~lcl pass ~brough the Comanche and Kiow;:i, country; that if these Indians saw
white men with them they would be unfriendly and might attack; that if anythinO'
should happen to us before reaching the reservation, the United States Government
would bold them responsible. After carefnl deliberation upon all the circumstances
of th_e_case, we determined to take the risk and respousibility of complying with their
cond1t10ns. The result to be attained, if they kept faith with us, was fully worth
the risk. If our mission failed, feelings of revenge and desire for retaliation, encour'agecl l>y bad Mexican citizens, would have led forthwith to the devastation of the
whole Texan fro?tier, and ultimate complications with Mexico; and, again, we had
no other. alternative bnt to abruptly break off all negotiations and return home with·out havrng acoomplislled anything or comply with their request and thereby settle
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the question as to whether it was ·possible to succeed in moving them by peaceable
means. Our interpreter assured us that ther would act in good faith and return to
the United States. We therefore concluded to concede to their demands, fully understanding the possibility of their deceiving us after they had received the supplie .
We accordingly procured the requisite supplies in Mexico and in San Antouio, Tex.,
and had them delivered at Remolino. We were told by the alcalde at Zaragoza that
efforts would probably be made by bands of Mexican robbers to capture the supplytrain en route for Piedras Negras to Remolino. We therefore made application, by courier and telegraph, to the Mexican government to permit us to take along a United
States military escort. This was refused, bnt permission was given for us to have an
armed escort of citizens.
·
The custom-house officials at Piedras Negras demanded payment of duties on the
supplies for the Indians. The amoLmt levied was over $7,000 in gold. We represented
to those officers that our mission was appoiuted by the United States Government, at
the· suggestion of the Mexican government, and was one effecting the interests of both
republic ; that the goods taken in by us were solely for the Indians then about to
move; that we felt sure the government of Mexico could not properly, and would not,
levy duties upon such supplies as could not be procured in that part of Mexico. The
question was referred to the city of Mexico, and a reply received that all supplies intended for consumption of the Iudians, during the time occupied in reaching the frontier, and previous to crossing the Rio Grande, should pass free of duty. This reply waa
interpreted by the Peidras Negras officials to except only a part of what we bad to
deliver at Remolino, leaYing a balance of over $4,000 gold to be paid by us. We refnsed to pay this, believing that the case was not fully understood, and again referred
the matter to Mexico, and also to our Government, for future adjustment. We al o
refused to give the bond required, but furnished them with a list of the articles taken
into Mexico by us. A permit to pass the goods was then given.
On the 26th August the goods were delivered to the Indians, only to those who hacl
consented to start. The Indians themselves would uot permit any who remained to
share with them.
On the 28th August the movement was commenced toward the Rio Grande. A
near as we could esti~ate about four hundred, includio cr warriors, women, and children, starte , con istin~ of all the Pottawatomies and a 1arge part of the Kickapoo..
We furnished Michael '1 homas, our Iudian interpreter, who went along with the Indians, with letters showing the character and object of the movement. At our reqne t,
G_eneral Auger, commanding the department of Texas, issued orders to the troops of
Ins command not to molest the Indians on their march through his department.
At the time we have the honor to submit this report the Indians are en ronte along the
ea tern border of tho Llano Estacado toward the western part of the Indian Territory.
~ne band of Kicknpoos, numbering all told about 280, remained in Mexico, and ha\'e
srnce gone down near Parras, in the southwestern part of Coahnila. We believe that
th e, too, will rejoin their tribe as soon as they are assured of the safe arr.iva,1 of tho e
who have started to t,he United States. We very respectfully snggest, and reque t,
that we may be allowed to take two or three of the chiefs after their arrival in Kan a
ba. k with 11s to Mexico, and get all the rest to return to their reservation. Three of
th warrior· accompanied us by railroad from Texas, one we left at Fort Gibson, with
th aptiv , and the other two we took to the Kansas reservation.
wing tQ th fact that our operations were in a foreign country, where only coin
could b us d, and where all supplies are scarce and dear, and that considerable ex11
)) ' :
hncl t? b_ incurred i~ trav_eling, also in collecting together and sub i ti~g the
In han wb1le 1D consultation with us, the amount at first placed to our credit wa
o n ·bnusted.
Ju r ply to o_u~ ~cconc1 r qni ition for fonds, we received notice from you that on llt_h
An~ tar qm 1tJ?n bad een made on th Treasury for amount required; upon tb1
n tic to tb r w1th tbe promise contained in our instructio;:H~ that fund would be
pr_ mpt_l furni b d to _carry out our work, we incurred certain obligation for the u~pli : g1y n to tbe Indian , and made promises to them of additional gift upon their
arnval 1n Kan a .
. u t~ 1th ~ pt mber, two <lays after reaching San Antonio, your telegram wa rec n· d rnformmrr u that the comptroller had decido<l not to approve said requi ition,
n 1 th_a th . un •xp nd cl balance of tLe appropriation for "collecting, ub i tin , and
r m v111 I 1 k P. . and other roving bandt:1 of Indians from Mexico," had lap cd, and
hat_ r - ppr pr~ation by_ Congr
would be nee s ary b fore further funds could I
furn, b 1. Tb1 11~format1 n left u inn, mo t embarra ing itoation. We b'-d mad
pm:cb. _- of npph and ~ n of tran portation, a.ud not b ing able to ro et th
bllgati n_, and mor part1c~larly the probability of not beincr able to keep our wonl
~o th Incl1, n , wa ndanff ring th whole r ult of our mi ion. \Vear now n t ouly
rn 1 ng r fl ing th u c ful frnit f our wbol umm r' work 1 but a o what i
f '" n rav r i11:1p rta_n , iacurdng th ho tility for all tim to come of tb, Kicka
nnrl Pc ta ~·atoru1 Iod1 n , au<l, by not being able to ke p our promi e to th m, ca
1
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them forever after to dist.rust all negotiations with our Government, and perhaps leading
tu a second Modoc-like war upon the fr.on tier of Texas. These consequences can be bes.t
obviated hy the prompt and faithful fulfi.11ment of•our pledges, and if, in your jud!-{ment,
no funds can be famished to us forthwith, we most earnestly request that Congress be
urged to appropriate, at an early day, such an amount as you may deem requisite to
complete the service we have so far advanced.
From personal observation and reliable information obtained in Mexico and on the
Texas frontier, we beg leave to express the opinion that what we have already accom~
plished has added very lar~ely to the "!ealt·h of the country, in t~e enhance~ value_ of
the vast and splendid grazrng and agricultural lands of Western rexas, whwh, owmg
to the presence of these Indians on ,the Mexican border, were shunned by settlers .ancl
emigrants to Texas. Moreover, removing the· Indiaris takes away the mask or pretext
bitllertu used by Mexican cattle-thieves and marauders. Now further raids into Texas
cari be cha.rged directly to the lawless frontier-citizens of Mexico.
.
We would state that much kind and valuable aid was extended to us in promoting
oar public duties by Gen. C. C. Augur, commanding Department of Texas, and Gen.
R. S. Mackenzie, commanding that district along the Rio Grande, and by Col. W. R.
Shafter, commanding Fort Duncan, also. by ·wmiam Schuchardt, esq., United States
commercial agent at Picdras Negras. Cbe-quan-ka-ko, the chief of the Pottawatomies,
and Michael Thomas, the Iudian interpreter, served most faithfully and contributed
largely to our success. During the whole time Governor Victoriano Cepeda, of Coahnila, and the Mexican commissioner, Senor Antonio Montero, were unremitting in theii>
efforts to help us, and by thL~ judicious exercise of their authority gave us most important assistance.
For a detailed statement of all of our expenditures, please see the accompaying
vouchers, a''>stracts, and account-current.
We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servants,
HENRY M. ATKINSON,
THOMAS G. WILLIAMS,
Special United States Indian Cominissioner8.
Hon. EDw. P. SMITH,
Commissioner of Indian .A '(fairs.

1.
NEW YORK INDIAN AGENCY,

Forrestville, N. Y., October 25, ·1873.
Sm: In submitting my fourth annual report, I have the honor to state the present
population of the Indians 011 the eight reservations in the N0w York agency at 5,141,
being au h1erease over last year of 71; and their wealth in indi ridnal property a,t
$~41,85'5, not including farms and farm-buildings. Nineteen thousand seven hundred
aud tbirty-seven acres of land are under cultivation by the Indians. There are 1,576
lu?ian children between the ages of 5 and ~l years residing on these reservations. Of
this nt:1mber 1,221 have attended school some portion of the school-year ending September 30, 187:-3. Twenty-eight schools have been taught on an average of 32 weeks
each, and the Bchool-registers, as kept by the several teachers, show an average daily
att~ndance of 811 Indian children 1 being an increase of daily attendance over the pre- ·
ceding year of 103, and over the achool-year ending September 30, 1871, of 179. Eleven
of the teachers employed in the~e schools some portion of the school-year were Indians,
and succeeded well. These schools,.except one, are embraced under the free-school
s~stem of the State of New York, and have been sustained during the year at an expern;e
of$ ,6-17.47, of which the Indians have contributed $611.
I report an increase of population on all the reservations during the -year except
Tuscarora. On this reservation there is a decrease of thirty-nine, owing to great mortality among children by measleB.
I have to report the first murder committed by Indians in this agency for several
years .. It recently occurred on the Tonawanda reservation, and the persons implic~ted 10 the crime were intoxicated. The Indians are quite as free from the Yiolation
of the criminal laws as any like portion of the white population of the State.
Generally the year has been a prosperous one among the Indians in this agency. At
no former period has the evidence of their advancement in wealth and civilization
been more satisfactory, as will appear from the statistical returns of farming and education herewith transmitted.
':1,'bo enecas of the Tonawanda band, residing on tbe Tonawanda reservation, appropriated '4,500 from their trust fuud interest, for the construction and maintenance of a
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manual-labor school on such reservat.ion; also the snm of $1,600, from the same funrl ,
for the purchase of improvements of individual Indians ou eighty acres of laud , to be
used in connection with the school.
The tate of New York also appropriated $4,500 for the like purpose, but owing to
defects in the laws making th e appropriations, the comptroller of the State refused to
pay over the money, antl, in June last, the acts making the appropriations were
amended to meet his objections. The title to this reservation is vested in such comptroller in trust for the Senecas of the Tonawanda band, and in a letter, under date of
the 21st instant: he signified bis willingness to convey the land for the purposes of the
school, and to pay over the funds appropriated.
The trn tees of the school, appointed nuder the law, have recently qualified, and
have appointed an early day to select the eighty- acres of land; and it is hoped that
the work of erecting the necessary buildings will now be speedily pressed to completion.
The chiefs of this band have manifested. a very commendable degree of public spirit
in appropriating from the annuities of these Irnliaus such large snms for their education and civilization. This appears quite remarkable in view of the poverty of mo t
oft-he Indians of the band.
It is confidently anticipated that the proposed manual-labor school will, under judicious management, be of great and permanent benefit to these people.
In your communication to me under date of the 11th ultimo yon inquire, in speaking of the Indians in this agency, "whether they are not prepared for citizenship, and
whether steps should not be taken to bring them in condition with other people of
New York," adding, "your long acqnaintance with them and their affairs will enable
you to make suggestions which will be of value to this office."
Iu endeavoring to answer your inquiries I respectfully state that over one-half of
the Indians in this agency reside upon the Alleghany and Cattaraugus reservation .
The Ogden Company, or its assigns, claim what has been termed the pre-emption right
to the e two reservations 1 together with whatever right, title, and interest the Commonw a.1th of Ma sachusetts conveyed to Robert Morris by deeds dated May 11, 1791.
· It i und rstoocl that the Ogden Company claim that this is a.n absolute title in fotl
imple, subj ect to the possessory right of the Indians so long only as they actually occupy the re rvations as a tribe. On the part of the Indians it is claimed, on ,\'hat
seem better authority, that they own the fee to these lands by their own ori"'inal
titl , and that the Ogden Company bas only the ri ght to pnrcha e whenever th_cy
choo ·e to ell. 'o early as 1 47 the State of New York passed a judicious law, proVICl·
inn- for tho allotment of these lands among the Indian s, but they have been ad verso to
nch allotm nt , fearing that tl1e same might prove an entering wedge to di po .
them, as stated in my last annual report. The claim of the Ogden Company i at lea t
a clouu upon the title of the Senecas to these re ervation s, and I am sati tied it i a
riou imp c1iment to their advancement in civilization. It produces au un ettlcd
feeling a to th title of their lands, and prevents them from makjng ir:n provemcut..
Lov of property and home being with them, as with others, among the chief inccntiv s to industry, the present state of things tends to make them shiftless and improridc~t, a11d i an obstacle in the way of th eir becoming citiz •ns. With this difficulty
bviated Is e no reason why measnres might not be properly institu ted at an earl~·
day to mak the Indians of New York citizens, in case provi ion should be made to
prot t th m from improvidently selling or encumbering their lands for a period ay of
a.1Jon twenty year .
I in ·lo.- the amrnal report of the trustees of tl10 Thomas A ylnm for orphan and
d .-titut Iucliau cbildr n 011 the Cattaraugns rcservati n. This inst,itution continnr
llll<l •r mot xccll •nt nranao- ment, and is doing a practical work of great value for th
nc1i:u_, i11 thi: ag ncy. .A will bes en from the in closed report, the 'ociet_y of Friend
at Pl11lacl •lphra ·ontiuue their humane offi es in ai<l ofthii; a ylnm. I respe tfully rrcomm ·ud h • ·outinuanfl of the annual appropriation by the Government for it upport.
I am, v ry re pectfully, your obedient servant,
D. HERM.A.r,
.dge11t.

II n. E. . ':mTir,
Commibsioner of Inclian Affairs.
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The Ot.tawas and Chippewas of Michigan.
.
Tile Chippewas of Saginaw, Swan Creek, and Black River.
The Chippewas of Lake Superior.
Tbe Pottawatomies of Huron.
OTTAWAS AND CHIPPEWAS OF MICHIGAN.

This is by far the most numerous tribe, numberin_g about six_ th?usand, their general
location bein o- in the northern part of the lower penmsula of M1eh1gan.
In 1855 the~e were set apart from the public domain about twenty-seven townships
of land in different places as reservations, within which the members of this tril>e
were to make selection of land; those that were heads of families eighty acres, and
single persons twenty-one years of 3:ge forty acre~ each, and for which ~electio_ns t,he
United States Government was to issue and deliver to them patents rn fee simple;
after which the remaining unselected land in these reservations· was' to be restored to
market.
In 1864 Hon. D. C. Leach, then the Indian agent of this State, reported to the
Department the selections of land made by the Indians, but for some reasons the
report was recommitted to his successor, Maj. James W. Long, for reconsideration and
perfecting. This report being made, it was supposed to contain the names _a nd selections of all that were entitled to land under the treaty of 18551 and patents were
issued and forwarded to me for delivery in 1872. Upon the delivery of these patents,
·which t.ook place in July, l8i2, I found a large number of the Indians holding certiti~
cates of their selections of land that had been given to them by Agent Leach in 1864,
but for whom I had no corresponding patent. The number thns omitted, and for
whom no patents had been issued,· amounted to three hundred and seventeen, as
ascertained afterward by careful examination by myself, assisted by special commis•
sioner Maj. John J. Knox.
These facts being brought to the notice of the Hon. Secretary of the Interior,
orders were given for a careful examination of these ca~es, and a report of the same,
at the earliest practicable period.
-A large number of these persons living on the islands in Lake Michigan, and there
being no means of visiLing them in the winter season, I was obligea. to defer my vis~t
to them until the opening of navigation.
On the 16th of ·Ma.y, 1873, in connection with Special Commissioner Knox, we commenced our labors, and continued them until we had visited all their reservations aud
made a complete list of all such as had been previously omitted in the official report,
the number amounting to three hundred and seventeen. These were duly reported,
with th eir selections of land, and recommended for patents. This gaYe great satisfaction to all the tribe; as it was feared by them that they would be deprived of tbei~
selections of lall(l upon which many of them had made their homes for years, and had
some Ya.luable improvements.

a

HOMESTEADS.

By au act of Congress, signed by the President June 10, 1872, entitled "An act for
the restorn.tion to market of certain lands in Michigan," it was provided that those of
this tribe who bad arrived at twenty-one years of age since the formation of the
treaty in 1855, (and for whom no provisions had been made in the treaty in reo-ard to
lan(l,) should, upon the certificate of the Indian agent, be allowed six months' time in
which to locate homesteads on the reservations nnderthe general homestead law. Alaro·e
number availed themselves of this ~ene.rous provision, entered their homesteads ha~e
gone on to them, and have displayed commendable zeal in making improvements.
I have great hope in the final success of this generous and wise arrrangement in their
behalf.
CHIPPEWAS OF SAGINAW, SWAN CREEK, AND BLACK RIVER.

Of this trib e there are about fifteen hundred, and in the matter of civilization it is
in advance of the others of the agency. The reasons for this, to my mind, are two:
In the first place they are located in their reservation away from the waters, and are,
~herefore, fr?e from the dernora1_izatio~ usually connected with dependence upon fishrn~, and obliged to procure thell' subsistence from husbandry. This bas a tendency to
cultivate in them habits of industry and frugality. In 1855 there were set apart for
them as a perpetual reservation six .adjoining townships of land in the county of
Isabella. Some of this land was heavily timbered with pine, but the most of it is excellent farming land and favorably located, so that eventually such as have ma.de
selections of farming lands mu t uecome well off with suitable industry.
;
'l'be. other cause of their greater advancement in civilization is in the fact that they
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are better provided with moral and educational instrumentalities. Their educational
food, as proyided in the treaty of 1855, still remains unexhausted, aud conseque_ntly
we are maintaining four schools among them; and furthermore they are almost umversally Protestants in religion, and enjoy the benefit of t,his type of Christianity which has no
fears of light and liberty. Not long since I spent a Sabbath with them, and labored and
worshipped with them in two different settlements. In one neighborhood there wa a.
re pectable church well :filled. In the orchestra_ was a choir of ~oung singers with a
cabinet organ, played by one of the young Indians. Several pieces were sung, and
some were recited, all in the English language. With these natural and circumstantial
ad vantages, therefore, enjoyed by this tribe, they have outstripped the others in progress and civilization.
THE CHIPPEWAS OF LAKE SUPERIOR.

This tribe is located in the county of Houghton, on the upper peninsula of Michigan
Their reservation (three townships) is favorably located about L'Anse Bay, and furni shes
them excellent fisheries and farming laud. 'rwo schools are maintained, and the Catholic and Methodist Churches each have a mission among them . The tribe nurn bers about
thirteen hundred, and still receives annuities in goods and money. The past year has
been one of marked material prosperity with them.
POTTAWATOMIES O1r HURON.

This is but a small band of about 60 in number, located in Calhoun County; receive
$400 annuity money, and subsist by gardening and basket-making.
AGENCY OFFICE.

In the month of April last, by permission of the Hon. Secretary of the Interior,
the office of this agency was removed from the city of Detroit to the city of Lansing,
the capital of the State of Michigan, it being much more central and convenient to the
business of the agency.
PROGRESS IN CIYILIZATION.

The chief design of the Government in its policy toward the Indians being their elevation froru a state of barbarism to that of civilization, it is a matter of profound interest as to whether or not the beneficent methods employed for this work are succeeding.
An intelligent comparison of the past and present condition of the Iudians of this
tate, covering the time ofonly one generation, reveals the fact that a great advancement
has been made. Now they almost universally wear the dress of citizens; they live in
hou s; they discard polio-amy; they engage in husbandry; some become mechanic :
many of them become sailors; the younger ones speak in many instances the Engli h
language. In religions matters Paganism aud conjuring have been almost univer ally
auaudoned, and the Christian religion adopted; and furthe1·more, for the amount oflabor
:xpended_upon the'!1 by the schools and churches in a language foreign to the Indian , ~nd
after makmg a charitable allowance for the perversity of human nature, and rememberrng
the t rrible temptations to evil thrown upon them by a class of unscrupulou white
usually found in the neighborhood of the Indian settlements, I conclude that there are
uo ,ju t o-roundsfor complaint or hopelessness in the condition of the Indians of Michigan.
I_t ~as l, n my eJ:?-deavor ~o co-operate heartily twith the religions ao-encie for the
hftm of th Ind~an up mto a state of intelli_gence, industry, and piety.
'l'h '_ru~ traffic 1s the greate t source of difficulty and degradation. During the p
ar 1t 1~fiuence. and fleets have been uncommonly di astrous, owing to the fac
thatu wlt~ ofra1lroad havebrou•rhttbewhitesanclindian moregencrallytogetber.
Tbeu _to , m ca s of pro ecution under the Unitecl States law again t elling li!Juor
t Io<11~ns w hav found it difficult to enforce the law on account of the plea that
th In lia.n bad b come citizen , they are entit.led to no special claims to protection.
R , p ctfully,
.
GEO. I. BETT ,
IT n.

EDWARD

•

Unitecl StateB Indian Agent.

;\IlTJT,

'ommu,sione1' of lnclian AffairB, WaBhington, D. C.

3.

U '!TED

EAR
1
••

1

Lrr>IAN A.OEXCY

m nth m
f wbicb time h
b :1 con urned in p•cial d ·
and th ln , nn11al r por f m • pr clece or wa O full and com pl t that Ii
• <ld ·d xcept iuforwation contaiu~d in the table of statistic herewith incl

w •n w nnd hr
,

TATE

Green Bay, WiB., eptem"be1· 3 , L,:l.
m: Th annual r port of thi. ag ncy will b bri f a I bave b n lJ r only

IKDIA~ AFFAIRS.

545

This agency includes the Stockbridgeand_Mnnsee tribes, the Oneidas_andMenomonees.
A few of the Menomonees, most of the One1_das, an<l all of the Stockbridge~ ~nd ~unsees
speak English, and all, except a small portion of the Menomonees, wea:i; c1t1zens clothing and live in houses.
.
.
,
The number of Oneidas now living upon their reservation is 1,279. During the past
thirty years this tribe, instead of diminishing, h~s rncreas~d ~etween three and f?ur
hundred by the excess of births over deatbs. The1~ reservation 1s o_nly ~bout ten miles
from Green Bay, and contains 60,800 acres, of whrnh a large portion 1s well watered
and fertile. Most of the families cultivate land and keep cattle, and there are many
large, well-tilled farms among them.
The past vear· one man bas raised 500 bushels of wheat, 550 of corn, 300 of potatoes
and 1 000 of oats; and owns 9 horses and 22 cattle. Anot,her raised 148 bushels of wheat,
500 of corn, and 600 of oats; and owns 10 borses and 25 cattle. Still, many of the tribe
have no e11terprise or economy, and live contentedly in tlrnir huts, tilling their patches
of beans and maize.
Services have been regularly held in their two churches. Rev. E. A. Goodnough, rector of the Episcopal church, has been teaching and preaching among this people for
twenty years, and bis experience shows that tlie Iudian is capable of advancement in
all respects, although the apparent frnits of his labors have been hardly sufficient to
keep alive his enthusiasm. Rev. S. W. Ford, pastor of the Methodist church, and
teacher of one of the scliools, has recently returned to this charge after an absence of
about twenty years.
The two schools have had a total attendance of 175 pupils, with an average of 73.
There are on the reservation 608 children bet,ween the ages of six and sixteen, and I
hope to be able to recommend some plan by which the work of education may be carried on more vigorously.
·
A mortality list inclosed herewith shows 35 deaths from such diseases as are prevalent among the whites of this climate. Seven deaths resulted from srnap-pox, of which· ·
there were some fifty cases. The disease was arrested by vaccinations performed by
Rev. Mr. Ford, mission teacher. For medical attendance they are dependent upon the
physicians of Green Bay and De Pere, at an expense of from six to eight dollars a visit.
It seems to me that their community of 1,279 ought to have a physician.
Daniel Bread, for many years the leading chief of this tribe, died in July at the
age of 73.
The dissensions with reference to individuals cutting and selling timber, and the
status in the tribe of those called "homeless Indians," who came to the reservation
later than the others, continues to exist without any apparent prospect of settlement,
unless the Department takes up these questions and disposes of them.
·
Under the provisions of an act of Congress of 1871, relating to the Stock bridges and
Monsees, two rolls were made, one containing the names of those who wish to leave
the tribe and become citizens of the United States, the other the names of those who
wish to continue as a tribe. Of the former there are 131, and of the latter, 110. Owing
to conflicting views and wishes these rolls have not received the signature of the superintendent of the allotment, or the approval of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. On
account of questions arising under other provisions of the act referred to, the proceeds
of one and a balftownsbips of land sold in Jannary, 1873, have not been divided, and
the tribe is now in a very unsettled condition. It is to be hoped that the recommendations of the special Indian commissioner who bas recently visited this tribe are such
as will lead to a settlement of existing difficulties.
A school has been taught with fair success by Rev. J. Slingerland, a Presbyterian
clergyman, and a member of the tribe, who bas also acted as the pastor of their
church. These educational and religious influences have been very much neutralized
by the qnarrels in the tribe.
Certain parties who bad purchased the pine on a certain tract of the unsold
portion of the reservation have committed trespasses to the amount of about seven
lrnndred thousand feet, worth four or five dollars a thousand, against some of whom
criminal proceedings have been commenced in the United States court, I hope
that neither the social standing· nor political inflnence of these men will shield
them from deserved punishment. If white men can be taught that it is a crime to
steal timber from Indians, the value of their property will be increased, the work of
agents made easier, and the cause of morality promoted.
The Menomonees are the largest of the three tribes in this agency. Their last annuity-roll contains 1,4 0. Their reser,ation is about fifty miles from Green Bay, and contains 230,400 acres. During the past year these Indians have built for themselves several new block-houses, and some progress bas been made in agriculture. Their houses,
however, have not been located in accordance with any system. I suggest that their
re en·ation be carefully urveyed and platted, and some plan adopted whereby each
family may have a sufficient quantity of good land without interference from others.
The members of this tribe are gradually becoming accustomed to labor. Dnring 1,ho
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year they have cultivated considerable more land than ever before, made :fifty ton, of
maple-sugar, cut 550 tons of hay on their marshes, and done a large part of the work
of cutting and )_}utting into the river 2,500,000 feet of _pine timber, besides working some
in other lumber-camps.
.
The productions of the farm ha ve been 200 bushels of potatoes, 12 tons of bay, and
450 bushels of oats. At the mill 7,280 bushels of grain have been ground, and 217,200
feet of lumber sawed. The blacksmith reports that he has shod 169 horses and 39 oxen;
repaired 65 wagons, 93 guns, 27 traps, 5 stoves, 9 axes, 11 bells, 79 sleds, 84 grub-hoes,
17 pitchforks, and 13 plows; mended 59 chains; made 53 stove-rods, 140 spears, 31
clevises, 27 binges, ~n knives, 78 needles, 73 chain-books, 15 weclges, 15 clasps and
staples, 14 pan-handles, 10 cant-books, 8 swamp-hooks, 107 cold sheets, 18 sap-gauges,
3\:l rakes, 106 trammel-chains, 9 shovels, 3 trowels, 8 sled-raves, 11 drag-teeth, and 75
heel-wedges; ironed26whifiletrees, 11 neck-yokes, 19 sleds, 12 cutters, 13 wagon-tongues,
7 wagon-boxes, and 5 ox-yokes; and baled 10 kettles.
The school of Alex. Grig'non bas been continued without much encouragement for its
teacher or the friends of the Indian. The school at Keshena having bnt few pupils, a
school-building and a dwelling-house for teachers were built in the hard-wood timberland where many of the tribe bad settled. Since January last Mr. and Mrs. J . \V.
Stryker have been teaching tbe few pupils they could induce to attend, sometimes
forty and sometimes two. The boys prefer playing ball outside of the school-house to
studying in ide, and Mr. Stryker's unusual enthrn,iasm has failed to excite in them any
great desire for learning. Scarcely any in this triLe, except some of the young men,
talk English, which makes the labor of study, as well as of instruction, tedious. They
can learn, however, if they try. One lad in five months learned to read intelligibly in
the second reader. A system of compulsory edueation seems to be needed. I hope th e
way will soon be clear for the establishment of a boardin·g-school. I bave talked with
the chiefs about it, and they appear to be in favor of using some of their pine money
for this purpose. ·
The only purely religious work among them has been done by the Romanists, who
now have a priest at Kesbena.
My 1wed cc sor cut about 2,500,000 feet of pine logs last winter, and alt.hough be
labor cl under disadvantages, because of his employing Indians, of his limited experi nc in lum b ring, aud of opposition from unfriendly outsiders, anrl although tbe price
of log i unnsually low this season, yet he cleared for the triLe much more than the
sam class of timber bas old at on the stump.
The pin of the Menornonees would yield abont a million dollars if it could bedi. po · •d of at it r eal value. If the interest of such a sum could be used for educational
and aariculLural purposes, the work of their civilization could be pushed rapidly forward.
I mu t add a word upon the threadbare subject of intemperance among the Indian .
Every 'atnrday gallons of the vilest stuff are swa.Howed by these people. Some seller
have been puni bed, but the business is still bri1-1k. I ha,ve been here long enough to
see the vil, lmt hardly dare venture suggestions as to its remedy. I do hope, howev 1:, that ~he Department will give agents full opportunity to try expedients, and will
be lib ral m the use of fuud that are available for this object.
Very re1;pectfully,
THOS. N. CHAE,
United ~tales Indian Agent.
Hou. E. P., MITH,
Commissioner of Indian .Affairs.
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goods aud money before Oe-tober 1. The enrollment, but just completed, gives the
followiug result:
ENROLLMENT.

Men.

White Earth...... . . . . . . . . - - - . - - - - - -- - - - - · - - - · ·
Otter Tail Pillagers ............. - ................ .
Gull Lake bands .......................... - ... - .
White Oak Point .............................. - Mille Lac ...•.................. - ...... - - .. - - . - - .
Snake River ................................... .
Leech Lake Pillagers .................... - ...... .
Pembina ..........................•.............

HH

Women: Children.

Total.

252

601
485
72"

22
349
'.::!07
125
505

t:!7

188
150
30
242
169
. 76
574
113

196

5Hf
263
1'547
396'

1,217

1,542

1,878

4,637

11:3
20
17~
134
62
468

222

763

SUMMARY.

Mississippians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 209 agafnst 2, 139 in 1872.
Pillager and Lake Winnebagoshish ..................... 2, 042 agai_nst 2, 0~8 ~n 1872. ·
Pembina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
396 agamst 547 m 1872.
The excess of 137 of last year is owing to my dropping 150 half-breed Pembinas from
the annuity roll.
The Pillager, Otter Tails, the Gull Lakes, and 147 of the Pembina band were paid with
the White Earth Indians at the agency; the Mille Lacs at Soul's Camp, on Rum River 1
249 Pembinas at Pembina on the 26th ultimo. The Pillagers and White Oak Point Indians received their annuities upon their respective reservations. Prom a perusal of the
annualreportof1871-'72, lam unable to discovflr any remarkable change in the condition of any of these 4,627 Indians, with the exception of such as reside upon White
Earth reservation.
OTTER TAILS.

The Pillager Otter Tails, 500 in number, a powerful and most promising people, stand
pleading for :1dmission to this ·reservation, and for assistance from Government enabling them to adopt the habits and enjoy the blessings of civilized life. Tliey have
indicated their preference for a township 20 miles southeast of this agency, where there
is abundance of water, pine and oak timber, and excellent prairie soilfor cultivation.
The pa.per which I had the honor of sending the Department upon this subject expresses the desirableness of removing this ill used people, who, from a clerical error in the
ori~inal summons, were, it is said, not represented in the grand council in Washington,
a.net as a consequence are to-day without any reservation or civil protection. I have ·
listened to their earnest pleading for houses and lands, for school and church privileges,
and under all the circnmstances of the case I cannot but believe that an appropriation
of at lea~t $25,U00 will be secured in their behalf at the present session of Congress.
GULL LAKES.

This band probably numbers 300 members. One hundred of them were located by
my predecessor in comfortal>le homes upon this reservation. The rest of them repeatedly disappointed his reasonable expectations for their removal. The houses built
for them have in part stood unoccupied, exposed to destruction by fire, the responsibility resting back upon such as failed to •fulfill their promise to remove hither.
Recently I have removed 75 more of them, and shall be obliged to subsist them until
next spriug.
PEMBI~A.

· In accordauce with a regulation made by the Department and the White Earth Indians, a township has been assigned to the Pembina band of Mississippi Indians upon
the Wild Rice River on this reservation, 17 miles northwest of this agency. The entire band was duly notified that the annual payment would be made this year at this
township. Their extreme poverty and destitution, the gre13,t distance which they
would be obliged to travel, from 150 to 300 miles, a,nd the evil influence of men who
h ope to be benefited by their being paid at Pembina, prevented them from coming,
with the exceptions of such as lived at Grand Forks and at other points not distant
from the proposed place of payment. The balance were paid at Pembina the 26th ultimo. The Turtle Mountain band have virtually abandoned that distant field to the
Sioux, and live, as do the others, upon forbidden soil, without hope. There is neither
hunting nor fishing in the vicinity of Pembina, and I would earnestly entreat the Department to secure thAir early removal to White Earth. By prompt action they may
be saved to themselves and to the world. If neglected, their ruin is inevitable. ·~ .. -!
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LEECH LAKE,

By far the larger cla s upon any reservation is that of tbe Pillager and Lake Winnebago bi h bands located about Leech Lake. They are the most restless, turbulent, auc1
d perate of any Indians in ti.le State. During the entire summer they have been kep
ju a tate of excitement by representatious made to them by outside parties to th e
effect that they were being defrauded in the sale of their timber. Disappointed politician and envious speculators have been active in stirring up strife among them.
Whiskey-drinking frequently leads to homicide, and creates the necessity of sending
troops among them several times each year, always at payment time. The reservation 7
except in insignificant measure, is entirely unadapted to grazing or tillage. The only
natural mode of life among them is that which they have followed for generations. It
i expen ive caring for the few who are most given to habits of industry. The thr e
thou and dollars (. 3,000) appropriation is inadequate to meet the demands for a boardino-- cbool. Not more than twenty pupils can be educated for that sum in a school
in which everything is furnished by the Government. It is exceedingly difficult, with
so mall a sum, to secme the services of competent instructors for such a position. The
form r incumbent bas recently resigned, and his place bas been filled by another, both
of whom are gentlemen of worth, but destined to be discouraged by the smallness of
the cbool, wbich i owing almost solely to the meagerness of the appropriation.
The Government has done a most wise and beneficent deed in converting their u elo timber into available funds for the improvement of the people. Already bas the
needed aw-mill and corn-mill been erected, and several yoke of oxen, with wagons, have
been purcha ed by funds from this sale, to be given to the most deserving. But it i
idle, even with the aid of this large annual funcl, to hope for any great and permanent
improvement among them, without first providing them with lands suitable for tillage
and pasturage, allowing them to retain intact their present reservation for the purpo e of bunti11g, :fishing, and sugar-making. There should also be secured for them
six town hips located upon the eastern boundary of White Earth reservation, running
igbt en (1 ) miles from southeastern corner of said reservation due east, and twelve
(12) mil due north from the same southeast corner, and bounded in pa.rt by Meneken
River, a tributary to Crow Wing River. This would furnish them with excellent water, abundance of timber and wood, aud one of the finest agricultural districts in the
world. Abandon Leech Lake as a c nter of operations and transfer the agency buildi og t b agricultural born ; open a corumunication•direct with the North Pacifie
Railroad at Hobart or Detroit, a di tance of twenty-five miles, and thus save to the
Gov mm nt it large tran portatiou bills. Build for every family who will come a
good hou and break up and fonc two acres for every householder. Thu their tribal
r<>lation would be brok n up, th better part removed from the contaminating influ nc s of th more vicious on , , an opportunity for self-improvement actnally and
for the fir t time secured for th m, while they would all be brought within thirty (:JO)
mile of tb ag nt' home, and tw ,nty-five miles from the mills at vVhite Earth, and
th xample of the best fodians iu the uate.
MILLE LAC,

...othing what ver i. being clone to improve the condition of that portion of ~fill
La· Incliami still re iding in the vicinity of the lake bearing that name. No ()]as, of
~nclian und r my charge appear more manly and noble than these. I am profouudl,
m1pre eel with the moral obligation of the Government to adopt immediate mea ur
J~r thc·ir du ·ation and civilization. Th y hold their present territory by the mo
JN·blf' tc•nnr . Their br thr n upon tbi r e ervation would most cordially welcoru
t!1<'m a11cl ther w~ulcl oon tak th •ir place among- th foremo t in every good work.
1 h<•.c1f'grN• of th ll'_pr nt '110 ·nre to the evil influences of white men i yearly be0111111g more al, rm1no-.
'l h · , 'nnk • l iver bnncl have no r e, r ation.
WruTE-OAK POL· T.

Th e• ·e Ii 'liR ippi han<11-1 cnn care ly be aid to livo anywhere. ~fore tbau en~n
hntHlrPcl ·oul an• Ir.ft wholl~· without u onragem nt or aid, exc pt the annuity good
an<l 1~1011c·y. 'lhc·y liYe_in _wiutn in pro.·imity to lnmb r camp,, and in nmmer h1!n
:111,1 fr I! , an<~ a t their hv away . ...... o . cboo1, no miA:ionary, not ev n a blacksmt h
to n ·pa11: t!1 •1r gm~ · , ncl tra11.· i. fnrni. h d th em. Th ir gi·eat removal from the agenc.
r,•,uln it 1mpra · 1 ·ahl P to clo much for tb m.
\Vith yu·o~i •r 1·fio rt tJ1 ·~· c·onl<l h in lar~ part inclnc c1 to remove to Whit Earth, or
11pon n port10n f tl, h 1ul prop d t r the agri ultural di trict of the PillaO'er .
i

WHITE EARTU.

T)1i i. t~1~ Cf•!1t r of opnatiou . I!P.rr. if anywh rP, i. heing olved the prohlem
T1uhnn <·1~1lt,:at1011. : PH •n h11wln•cl r<' icl upon thi'l one million of acre , exclu ire
who )Ul\.'P. bnt rec ntly arriv •d.
th .. P1•1nh111a. 11 1111 ,nil Lak
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The employes are Congregationalists, but the reli,!!,'ious supervision is that of the
Episcopal and Roman Catholic Churches. The former hav~ a church of more tha~ one
hundred members, fifty of whom have been coufirmed dnn~g the present _year, w~t!l a
native pastor and an English-speaking rector. The Romamsts represent tifty f3:m1hes,
the larger part of whom are of mixed blood, and will erect a house of worship next
summer.
HOSPITAL.

By the munificence of a Christian woman, a friend of the Episcop~l Churc~, a beautiful hospital is nearly ready for occupancy; an incalculable blessmg to this people.
The resident physician will be in attendance dai_ly; and the In~ian~ have. :1lready
indicated their appreciation of the institution by generously contnbutmg for 1t~ s_upport of the products of their farms. · From the report of the Government phys1c1an,
which is herewith transmitted, we learn that the prevailing diseases are caused principally by ignorance of domestic indnstry, uncleanliness_, and social vices. The year
past has been one of unusual healthfulness.
SCHOQLS.

During the major part of the year there have been two schools for young children
and the boarding-school, averaging forty pupils. The boys are taught agriculture by
<Jultivating the school-farm, and the girls domestic industry by being required daily to
assist in household affairs. The time has fully come for au iucrease of the appropriations for school purposes. The accommodations are now fully occupied, and many will
be. obliged to seek elsewhere for such privileges. NotLing can be more encouraging to
the friends of humanity than to witness this revival of interest among the Indians of
this reservation. Already have I thrown open another school-room for those most
arl.vanced in speaking English, and I look to the Government for a small appropriation
of $1,000 additional to enable me to meet the growing interest in learning. An evening school_bas been in operation during the greater part of the year, and another will
be commenced soon for the winter months.
Bnt for the timely aid of the American Missionary Association, our boarding-school
()OUld not have been supported by the governmental appropriation. The employes
are supporting a small school of their own, as they cannot properly patronize the
Indian school, and the citizens of the reservation are petitioning for the organization
of a school-district.
INDUSTRIAL HALL.

There bas been erected an inclus ~rial ball40 by 25 feet, for the purpose of teaching the
art of weaving rush es and other material, of basket-making and other kinds of handiwork, to the women. An appropriation of $1,000 bas been wisely made for our use in.
this department.
MILLS.

The steam saw-mill, ,Yith its planer and its shingle and lath machines, has been in
full blast durin g the entire season, requiring twenty-four men, nearly all of whom are Indians. Six hundred and eighty-five thousand feet of lumber have beeo. manufactured,
nearly the whole of which .llas been used for building purposes. Thirteen hundred
dollars were paid to Indians for drawing logs and lumber. Seventy-five dollars' worth
of l~mber bas been given, upon an average, to every chief. The progress of the people rn agriculture has created tbfl necessity for a grist-mill, and one has been erected,
and is now in suecessful operatfon: propelled by the engine which drives the saw-mill.
FARMING

ThE> principal occupation upon this reserve is that of cultivating the soil. The Indians
are rapidly becoruing farmers. From the report of the farmer, it appears t,hat there
have lleen raised not less than 2,000 bushels of wheat, 6,000 bushels ·of oats, 500 bushels
of corn, 10,000 bushels of potatoes, 13,000 bush els of turnips, and quantities of onions,
beets, and other garden vegetables. One hundred gardens have been under cultivation.
Eig-ht hun~red tons of hay were stacked. Th ere are 500 head of cattle, 40 horses, 40
yoke workrng cattle, and as mao.y wagons. Thirteen 'yoke of oxen have been issued this
year: 10 ponies, 12 cows, several double wagons, yokes and chains, 12 new barrows, 11
,sleds~ and a large a~ount of farniing tools, as hoes, forks, scythes, aucl spades.
Tb1 most ausorbmg of all material interests upon the reservation en Oo-ao·es
all parties
0
aud affects all relatious. It greatly increases the work of the
BLACKSMITH

An e timalile half-breed, married to an Indian woman, b as been at work learning the
trade, 3:ll_ ~lie year, iu tl..te expectation of soon con.imenciug busines1> here upon his own
respon 1l.,1ltty. To keep 40 wagons, as many plows arnl harrows, a mowing-machine, a
~ea per, a thresher, y okes a~d cb::iins for forty_yoke of cattle, in a word, to make and repair
for so many who are un killed m labor, has mcreased the labor an<l the ex pense of this
department five-fold in a siugle year.
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CARPENTER.

imilar has been tho effect upon the work of the carpenter. So urgent have been
claim of the people for houses and household furniture, for farming tools, wagon , and
the many necessary things made of wood, that it bas been· absolutely necessary t-0
employ skilled workmen to a considerable extent.
.
From the report of the cal'penter we learn that the number of coffins made ince
January, I 72, have been 36; tables, 48; bedsteads, 28; cupboards, 42; chests, 30 1
lounges_, 7, and 40 houses.
CONCLUSION.

It is evident that the trne policy of the Government should be one of concentration 1
to bring all the Indians under my charge, with the exception of the Leech Lake Pillagers, upon White Earth reservatiou, locating the Pembinas on Wild H.ice River, a
township 17 miles northwest of the agency; the Otter Tails upon the southeast corner
township, 20 miles from the agency; the Gull Lake and Mille Lac bands into the
jmmediate vicinity of the agency, where the first installment of those Mississippians
are already located; placing the L eech Lake Indians, so manyof them as are disposed
favorably, upon an agricultural district adjoining White Earth reservation on the ea t,
(6 towuship ,) allowing them to retain their present reserve for fishing, bunting, and
sugar-making purposes, changiug the location of the agency buildings of Leech Lake
to this new territory, thus bringing the people within 25 miles of the Northern
Pacific railroad and within 30 miles of the central office ; allowing the White
Oak Point Indians to take a separate township upon the reservation or to merge their
forces with those of the Pillagers and White Earth people.
Thus the expen e of doing the business will bP. vastly diminished, the one agent can
ea ily give his personal attention to every separate iuterest, and the light received by
each will but reflect and intensify the light of all the rest.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. DOUGLASS,
Unitecl States I1ulian Agent, JiFhite Earth, M·i1111e.sota.
Hon. E. P. WTTT,
'ornmi11sione1' of Indian .djfairs, Washington, D. C.
5.
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Jation from the Great Spirit, te1ling them "that the men must not work auy more, bnt
they must hunt, trap, and fish and the squaws must do the work, as in the days of the~r
fathers;" and in spite of all I could say or do, the greater part of them removed their
wigwams over the river into their village, and soon started on a deer-hun~ ~n.t o the
northwestern part of Iowa and into Nebraska. I have learned that the mechcme-men
are in the habit of pretending to receive revelations frorµ the Great Spirit, that they
may the more successfully carry out their nefarious purposes. :Regarding it as proper,
the agent bas issued an order prohibiting the pro'clamation of any of these pretended
revelations in future that would interfere with the industry and good order of the Indians under my care. Some few, and especially several of the yo.u ng men, have labored
under the direction of the farmer during the spring and summer with zeal and a good
degree of regularity. Several hundred panels of post-and-rail fence have been put up
during the spring and summer. We design having all their lands here put under fence
by the expiration of another year.
Quite a goodly number worked in the harvest-fields of their whHe neighbors during
both bay and wheat harvest, rendering satisfactory service. They altogether earned
about $1,000 during the last harvest. This to me seems hopeful. The statistical returns
of farming for the year ending August 31, 1873, which I herewith transmit, show the
wealth of these Indians in individual property to be over $12,000, not including lands.
They haVfi over three hundred ponies at this time. Too many of these ponies are a
detriment to the Indians. I am urging them to sell off eome of tlleir ponies and buy
cat.tle and sheep.
With regard to their civilization and christianization, I think some perceptible progress has been made during the past year. The younger ones are gradually adopting
the habits of the whites. A few have recei·✓ed regular instruction in reading and writing during the part of the year that they have been at home, and they have made commendable progress. The farmer bas assisted when at leisure.
I have held ont-door religious services for their benefit on the Lord's day, but what
religions impressions are being made we must leave to future development to unfold.
We greatly need a suitable building for school and religious purposes. I may here say
that I am more than ever convinced that but little can be done in the way of educating and christianizing these Indians wit,hout a suitable building in which to collect
them daily in order to impart instruction to them, If an appropriation sufficient to
erect a suitable building could be secured, I have the means at command to carry
forward missionary labors without any further cost to the Government.
The farmer erected a small board house during the summer, that answers the threefold purpose of a tool-house, shop, and office. This is the only house now on the Indian
lands here.
I recently visited tbe Pottawatomie Indians residing at StAam-Boat Rock, Marshall
9ounty, Iowa. They are only a small band, numbering about :~0souls. They are farmrng lands, I believe, successf'nlly, which they have rented of their white neighbors. They
desire to locate on lands adjacent to the Indians under my care, that they may enjoy
~be benefits of onr mission here. There are several bands of Winnebago Indians prowl1~g around, who are almost a constant annoyance to my Indians, committing depredat10ns on their property and stealing their ponies whenever opportunity affords. I
have~ therefore, thought it beAt to forbid them ruingling with the Indians under my
care rn future.
I~ conclusion, allow me to say that although the results of my labors are not what I
des1.red they should be, yet I am safe in saying that at least something has been done
clurmg the past year in the way of civilizing and christianizing tlle Indians under my
care. God bless the efforts !
·
Yours, respectfully,
A. R. HOMBERT,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. E. P. SMITH,
Cont-missioner of Indian A.ffairs.

6.
OF!?ICE OF UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENT,

Red Lake, Minn ., Decembe1· 2, 1873.
In compliance with your circular letter received two days since, I herewith
trarn:1mit my report.
Upon my arrival at this place, August 13, 1873, I found t,hings in rather a demoralized
state, with accounts unsettled for several months, and it required a vast amount of
labor to get them into good working order, but, have succeeded in making good progress with the new bnildings, althongh nearly all the lumber was boards, and the
aw-mill was out of repair and few logs in the mill-yard; but by considerable attention we have made the mill do good servfoe, so that now we have three dwelling'IR:
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house woll under way, so that we expect to occupy them this winter, and a schoolhon e nearlv fini hed on the outside.
Tlrn Indians seem ready and anxious to adopt the habits of civilization, and are callincr for toves and cooking utensils, and seem desirous of trying to raise wheat and
other grains, offering to clear land and take care of the crop, if they can be furnished
the seed.
The crops of corn and potatoes have exceeded those of any previous year, and their
houses have been rendered more comfortable, the work being done mostly by themselves, the materials only furnished by the Government.
The time has come with the Indians here that with proper aid and encouragement,
and with judicious exp~nditure of money, they can be rendered self-supporting, and
a large outlay to accomplish this would be true economy.
I therefore earnestly recommend some extensive repairR on the saw and grist mill,
which is at present in a very inefficient condition. A new dam is needed, as the old
one is very weak and insecure. A new mill, or the present one thoroughly repaired
and supplied with a good turbine wheel, would give sufficient power to do all the work
required at this agency, at a total cost not to exceed :five thousand dollars.
I would r commend the building of a good steam-tug on Red Lake, as it is greatly
ne cled in transporting bay, grain, lumber, and building-material to and from the opposite ide of the lake, which is inaccessible at present, and renders it very difficult to
do anything for the Indians on the other side of the lake.
The educational work has been carried on apparently with good success, with an attendance or from twenty to thirty pupils, who have made fair progress. We greatly need a
boarding-house for the pupils,;i.n order to secure punctual attendance; and an appropriation for building and furnishing such a house is absolutely needed. The probable
cost of building and furnishing the same for the accommodation of thirty pupils
would Le twenty-five hundred dollars, and one thousand dollars would be needed, in
addition to the amount pledg-ed by the Indians from their lumber-fund, (which is one
thousand dollars per annum,) to pay the contingeut expenses the first year.
Very re pectfully, your obedient servant,
R. M. PRATT,
United States Special Indian Agent.
Hon. E. P. mTrr,
Comniissione1· of I.idian Affairs, Washington, D. C.
1

7.
OFFICE OF

N ORTJigRN SUPimINTENDENCY,
UPERI ' TE DENT OF INDIAN AF.FAIRS,

Omaha, Neb., Ninlhrnonth 27, 1 73.
RE Pt~CTED Hrn~m: The Indians of the orthern Superintendency have during the
pa t y ar mad a,· s,iti factury progress in civilization as the circu1Ustaoce by which
th y w re urrounded would perwit, aud the advancemeut of each tribe has been rapid
or low, in proporLion as it officers could command and control the influences operating
upon th tril, ',
o In<lian of the superint ndency has been accn ed of the murder of a white man,
and but ou • ·a e of assault upon a white man duriug the year has officially come to
m . kuow~ dg . 'l'h is wa · of a trivial nature, and occune<l on the res •rvatiou, and in
l f n ·e of prop •rty al,out L •iug toleu from the Iudian by the white man.
A TEE

IOUX.

The •'an_tce ioux have <1ui tly and commendably given tb ir at.tent.ion to agricnl11ral an~l wtlu. trial pur uitl:!. They are yearly becomiug more self-reliant aud ·elfnppor 1ug.
_ uring t_he priug a ontract was 1·t for the hniMing of a fram hou. e for an indu. tnn:I boarcl111 ,_ ·huol , plau 11 cl for th accommodation of twenty scholar. of a h ex.
th 1r tya ·ht·1'. aucl <·ar -tak ' l' . 'aid buildiu,tr i uow rapidly approacl.ling completion.
ancl "'!11 ?~ r acl • for pu]>ila during th 1ir1,t autumn muuth, but as y •t uo provi. ion i
matl • for 1t. • upport or th alari ~ of it ol'ficen; .
. matron appoint,(1 and paid by th ·o ·i ty of Fri u,1 , ba faborecl in thi trihe
cl11ru_1g th~ y ·ar. JI~r clnty lia. b en to vi it the ante women and girl. iu th ir h:,me .
:111d rn trn ·t llPm in hon. clwld lnti •., a11tl iu tb fittiu" al.l(l waki1w of .rarment .
Ht•l' , ·rvi · • bav 111' ·n of Yalu t th· tril) .
n
n
WINN EB.\GOE,· .

' la: ,nnn !ha_gol'. bav · nmcle rapid adv:rn em nt <luring the year. Th y hav till d
m1>r · ground than ·v •r L ·for· hav • cultivated it killfully au<l w •11, au<l r ap d
1<w II t ifu 1 ha n · 1· t.
'l h approp1iatio11 from th ·ir iuve t cl fon<l, for a pnrpo. o of improvement ha be n
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expended for an industrial boarding-sc~ool hou3e, fifty ~ welling-~ouses, miles of
fenci11g, and guautitie~ of_ s~ock, an~ a~Ticultural labor-saving_ ruachrnery; the latter
of which, bavmg been JUd1c10usly d1stnbute~ among_ the m?st mdustnous _and worthy
members of the tribe, bas produced a great rnterest m agricultural purs111ts throughout the tribe, and these Indians are now rnakiug more extensive preparations for the
agricultural labors of another year than ever before.
.
.
The WinnebaO'oes have unanlmously assented to the removal to thelf reservation
of that portion ~f the tribe still remaining in Wisconsin, but as all their timber-land
is allotted in severalty, and as the 'Wisconsin Indians have ·been dwelling in timber,
they ask that timber-land adjoining their reservation may be purchased of the Omah~s,
with Winnebago funds, and the Wisconsin Indians placed t~ereon, under the special
care ot a sub-agent.
Their request is a proper one, and meet-s my approval, excepting that I would recommend that the purchase proposed should iuclude sufficient prairie-land adjoining ~o
make farms for the Wisconsin Winneba,goes, which should be allotted to t~em m
severalty, when, with proper encouragement, and the example of the reservat10n IJ?,dians, there is little doubt that the 1uore industrious among them will soon turn their
attention to agriculture.
The Winnebago agency farmer, who is a half-blood Indian, has shown more efficien~y
and given better satisfaction in his department t,han any white man who has filled it
for years. It is encouraging to be able to state that several hundred Winnebago men
assisted the farmers in acljoining counties during the late harvest in gathering their
grain-crops, and proved themselves efficient and satisfactory workmen.
'l'he Winnebagoes have three flourishing day-schools, and the industrial boardingschool house, intend ed to accommodate forty pupils of each sex, will be ready for occupation this autumn. 'l'he situation of this school is similar to the Santee industrial school.
I would respectfully snggest that ample provision he ma,de for the payment of the salaries
of proper officers for the Sau tee and Winnebago inilustrial boarding-schools, from the fund
"support of schools not otherwise provided for," or other available funds, during the
remainder of the present fiscal year, in order that the schools may be organized soon
after the completion of the buildilJlgs, and that provision be made iu the next Indian appropriation bill for a liberal support of said schools.
Under the provisions of the third article of the treaty made March 8, 1865, with the
Winnebagoes, the Government agrees to break and fence one hundred acres of prairieland for each band of the tribe, the number of bands at that time being fourteen.
By reference to Agent White's report for tlle year 18i2, it appea'rs that the whole
number of acres broken on the reservation, when he took charge of. it in the spring
of 1869, was but six hundred.
.
•
I therefore would respectfully urge upon the Department that an appropriation of
$2,400, or $3 per acre, for breaking the remaining eight hundred acres due these Indians, and also a sufficient sum for making five miles of fencing to in close the same,
be asked for at the next session of Congress.
The Winneba,goes are a striking example of what can be accomplished iu a com- .
paratively short space of tirne in the way of civilizing and cbristianizing Indians,
when a pro'per influence is exerted over the tribe, and a sufficiency of m eaus are at
command for the needful expenditures. By reference to Agent White's report, it will
be seen that rapid improvement ha::; been made by the tribe duriug the lat:it four
yearA.
At the time of his t-aking charge they were a rt'bellious, turbulent people, with chiefs
adverse to the adoption of civilized habits aud customs, aod but few imJ:lrovements
Lad been made on the rese1·vation. Now this beautiful tract of country hi dotted over
with substantially bnilt cottages, which have been built upon farms that have been allott_ed in severalty, These farmers own their wc:1gons, horses, harn ess, and furnit,ure of
thelf houses, dress in civilized costume, raise crops and take them to warket for sale.
Surely they are on the high road to civilization.
OMAHAS.

~be ?mahas haven?~ made.much advance in civilization during the year. This is
owrng_ m part to the failure of the proposed sale of 50,000 acres of land, the proceeds
of which were to be used for purposes of improvement.
With additional legislation to complete said sale, or the sale of a portion of their
l~nd to the Winnehagoes, as desired by the latter, and the proceeds therefrom judiciously expeuded for purposes of agricultural advancement only, the Ornahas will probably awaken to the importance of increased attention to this subject.
They are de:ficient ~u labor-saving agricultural machinery, but appear to have a desire
to extend thell' farnun~ labors, when proper implements are at their command.
Thr~e day-schools have been in successful operation on this agency, and a building
for a fourth day-school has been completed dnring the year.
The Omaha are at present absent from their reservatiou upon a buffa lo hunt in the
southern part of tho tate, and their choo]s and farms are neglected in conseq nence of
such absouce.
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PAWNEES,

The Pawnees' mill-dam and race-way were ruined by an overflow in the Beaver
River, during the summer. This has occurred so frequently that it is now concluded
to abandon the attempt to use water as a motive-power for the mill, and apply windpower instead. After personal inspection of windmills now in successful operation,
the late agency-miller has made a report to the agent, which is so satisfactory that
the agent has made an estimate for funds to apply such power to the mill. As soon as
these are received the mill will be put in operation, and as it is near a well-settled
conntry, its income will materially assist in the support of the tribe.
A village matron is now laboring among the females of this tribe, and her services are
of great value As a rule; the men of the Indian tribes under my care are very much in ad
vance of the women in point of civilization; hence the importance of sending an earnest,
untiriug, conscientious woman to lift the women of the tribe slowly but surely from their
de~raded life in the Indian village. I earnestly recommend that this appropriation for
vi11age matron be continued.
A deficiency of 4,800 acres of land bas been discovered in the Pawnee reservation.
A the tribe has now more land than is necessary for its wants, it is hoped that provision
will be niade by Congress for a proper compensation to the triiJe for ::ia,i d laud, to be
expended for purposes of agricultural improvement.
A party of Pawnee buffalo-bunters, numberi!Jg' abont 250 men, 100 women, and 50
children, or 400 in all, with the permission of the Commission er of Indian Affairs,
, uvcriutendent of Indian affairs, and their agent, aud under tbe special care of a
white man appointed for that purpose, left the reservation on the 3d day of July, for
the purpose of hunting in the valley of the Republican .
Their bnnt was successful, and they were returning to the reservation with the meat
and kins of about 800 buffaloes, when, on the 5th clay of August, they were surprised
and attackf'd by 600 Sioux belongiug to the OgalJalla and Brule bands, the former at
the time nuder the charge and care of Special Subagent Antoine Janis, and the latter
of pecial ubagent Estis.
o complete was the surprise that Sky-Chief, iii command of the Pawnees, was
kill d wbile skinning a bu:ffa,lo. Most of the Pawnee men were bunting straggling
bu fralo, and tho women were in the act of striking tents for the day's journey. While
in tbi · con Htiou, the Pawnee were attacked and twenty men, thirty-nine women, and
te11 children, Hixt,y-nine in all, were killed, eleven wounded, some of them severely,
an<l l v n captured. The captives wore afterwards delivered up at Jnlesburgh, Neb.,
aud return d to their homes. In this massacre the Pawnees lost over one hundred
hor . , mo t of tneir ·addles and arms, and all the proceeds of the bunt.
With a view of avoiding future trouble with the Sioux, seven prominent Pawnee
b.icfi, with tbe Unite<l tates interpreter for tile tribe, on the 17th clay of July last,
with th com:i ot of their agent, called upon the military authorities at Fort McPherson,
and a k d th m to send out and invite Sioux chiefs to meet them in council, there or
at on:1e point de igoatcd, for the purpose of arrangiug a permanent peace between
th tribe .
oder these circum ta.nces, I respectfully a k that measnres be taken by•the Departin nt to obtain through Congres
compen1;ation to the Paw11ees for :1Jl their lo .
s11Hta.i11 c1 in tb aid rnn , acre, as well as reparation for their los e 1,J, the Sioux during
the pa. t two years, and protection from them in the fnture.
OTTOE ,

ttol' and Mi . onrias have r considered their former action, and now accept
the provii;ion of th a t of Congr s approvecl June 10, 1 72, providing for the ~le
of ou -half of tbrir re ·rnitiou, and the improvement of their condition npoo theremarni~g portion. Tb ir ·hool bas b en well attend d, and i now in a flourishing coo~it1 n. Tb pro~n• . of this tribe ha been much retrLrded for waut of fund , and 10
· n <pl nc of th ·ir un ettl d condition.
'lh

,A
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IOWAS,

The Iowas hav e made very satisfactory progress in civiliz·ation, and their condition
is probably in advance of any tribe in the_ superin~endency.
.
.
One great cause ?f th~s improvement 1s, I ?eheve, the at!'e~1t10n ~b_ich has been
given to the elevat10n ?f _th~ 'Yomen of ~h~. t~1be. I1;1.my op1mon t~1s .is the foundation of succe s in chnstiamzmg and mv1hzmg Indians, and no tribe can be muc~
advanced in either until the men are taught to respect the women and share the1r
burdens, and thus relieve them from their present slavish condition, and assist t.hem
in assuming and maintaining a proper sp_here in _t~e tribe. An_other cause of advancement is the proficiency they have_ m::tde m acgumng the Enghs~ la_ngu_age: . .
The Iowa Industrial Home bmldmg has been enlarged. This n~st1tut1on 1s ve1:y
popular with the Indiansi and the most promising children of the tnbe are sent to rt
for care and education. With a continuance of its present support and management,
it must necessariiy become a great means of elevating the tribe.
I recommend for it tliat liberal support which it so justly deserves.
BUFFALO HUNTS,

Buffalo hunts or their substitute, beef-rations, are at present indispensable for tb,e
snbsistence of tlie Pawnees and Ottoes, and nearly so for the Omahas. There are many
objections to the hunt, and in my opinion if the Government will substitute for .i t a
beef-ration, it will promote the welfare of the Indian tribes who are now allowed under treaty stipulations to continue the hunt.
.
Tlie presence of Indians on the border outside of their reservations is a source of
anxiety to the isolated settler, and the progress of the ,Indian hunters between the
reservation and hunting-ground gives occasion for much difficulty between the whites
and Indians. The crops of the Indians also suffer by their absence, and the schools
are interfered with by their practice of taking their children with them on the bunt.
For these and ot,her reasons I believe it will be better for the Government, white
settlers, and Indians, if arrangements are made as soon as possible by which the
Pawnees, Ottoes, and Omahas will receive from the Government beef-rations in lieu
of any privileges they may now have under treaty stipulations of hunting buffalo
outside of their reservation.
I believe it wonld be impossible for the Pawnees and Ottoes to subsist at present,
deprived of the privilege of the hunt, without such substitute. But as a permanent
beef-ration would be a hinderance to proper energy toward progress in support, such
ration should b e gradually rednced in quantity as the tribe becomes self-sustaining,
which would soon be the case in the tribe named, with removal of present retarding
causes.
ANNUITIES,

AH of the tribes in this s uperintendency, except the Santees, receive a money annuity.
Thi is paid to individual Indians, and is often expended in· such a manner that no
lasting benefit is realize<l. by the Indi:m.
In my opinion the progress made by the tribes in civilization would be materially
accelerated, if all the annuity money ,which is now paid to the Iudians in this State
could be placed at the disposal of the agent of the tribe, to be used as compensation
for labor performed by Indians, and for the purchase of necessary stock and implements with which to cultivate the ground.
In this connect~on I would also suggest that there is no greater incentive to labor
am0ng these Indians than the consciousness of individual ownership of the soi}. I,
therefore, earnestly trust that by suitable legislative action during the next session of
Congress, provision w ill be made for the allotment of the reservations in severalty to
beads of fami1_ies of ,each tribe, wbe:e such allotment has not already taken place, and
al o f?r the d1spos1t1on of the annmty funds as above proposed. In this way the industrious woul~ ue encouraged and rewarded, and the idle compelJed to labor, in order that they might procure the necessary subsistence witl.t which to sustain life.
POPULATION,

I St~bjoin a ~able of popnlation of the different tribes in the Northern Superintendency
showmg the rncrease or <l.ecrease in each tribe dmiug the last year:
'
Tribe,

:Male. Female. Total. Increase. Decrease~

505
917
antee Sioux--·-··--·· ·---· ·--· ·-···· ·---·· 412
Winnebago·-····_·-······-·-- ______ ·----· .. _ 740
782 1,522
Oruabas. ___ .... ___ •. ____ .. ~. __ ..... __ . . . . . . . . . 4 6
515 1, 001
Pawnees ... _. __ •... ___ ...... _. _.... __ . _.. ___ .1, 032 1,344 2,376
Ottoes and Mis ourfas. __ . __ . _ . _... __ ...... ___ _ 218
229
447
acs an d Foxes of Missouri. .. _.. ____ .... _. .. .
46
49
95
221
107
I_o was ·-·--· ...... -··· ··--·· ----·· .... ----··. 114

82
32

48
71

17
7
4,.
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CONCLUDL,G REMARKS.

My observation and experience during the past two years in this work amorJO' the
Indians of 1 ebraska puts at rest all doubts in my mind respecting the pos ibility of
civilizing Indians.
,
Three of the tribes of this State, viz, the Santees, Winnebagoes, and Iowas, haYe
made a rapid progress in this direction as could be expected under the circumstance :
and I do not hesitate to say, that if the same liberal support is granted to them in the
future, and the same guarded care is extended with respect to the appointment of
agents and employes who are sent among them-every one of whom should be a
missiunary in the true sense of the word-that the time is not far distant when the~e
tribes will become useful, industrious, self-supporting citizens, and fitted to exerci ·
the elective franchise with at least as muchjudgment as many of the whites who now
,enjoy that privilege.
With respect to the remaining tribes in this State, who have m::ule less progre · , I
am contideut that, with the necessary funds to compeusate the Iuclians for their labor,
the same good results would follow.
It is impossible in the very nature of things to change the habits and thoughts of a
whole people in a year, or even in several years; the old cannot be expected to make
great changes -in their mode of life. It is only from the minds of the young and ri ''ing generation that we can hope to eradicate the plants of superstition and ignorance
which now so darkly shadow the intellect, and to plant there instead the seeds of virtue, knowledge,and truth. Whatever is thus accomplished must be done through patience, per everance, and forbearance, keeping in view the divine injunction, "Whatsoever ye would that men should (lo unto you, do ye even so uuto them."
Very respectfully, thy friend,
BARCLAY WHITE,
Snperi·ntenclen.t Indian Affairs.
Hon. EDWARD P. SMITH
Cormni1Jsio11er Indian AjJ'airs, Washington, D. C.

8.
SANTEE AGENCY, NEBRASKA,

Ni·nthmonth 9th, 1873.
RE PE XJm FnmND: I herewith re ·pectfully submit this my third annual report:
I tbiok I an truthfully tsay that each year ruarks an advancement in the condition
of these Iudiao .
Th health of the tribe i irnprovin~ some, but there are retarding causes which will
require year to overcol]le, one of which is syphilis, in its varied forms, and not unfr~quently terminating in scrnfolous consumption.
The Indian have received a fresh impetus to engage in farming operations since the
honorable Commi sioner's visit here, and his officially notifying tllem that their ubsistenc would be discontinued after this present fiscal year.
o far, with few exceptions, th y neither complain llOr seem di couraged, but accept it ver.v cheerfully, expres ing th ir determination to sbOVI' by their efforts that they intend to make a livin ".
I haye "'rave doubts, however, about the propriety of discontinuing altogether their
ub 1 t ence. I wonld sugge t that the flour ration be continued for one year longer.
f ~ _tlli r ason: Many of them will not have enough ground broken to commence
r~t rng w~eat the first year. It need not be issued regularly, but might be left discre~10~ary with the ag nt, to be giveu to the able-bodied ones for actual labor perform
m heu f money, and the ol<l, iufi.rru, and sick to be cared for as ·they are now. Cn1 • mething of this kiud is done, I am satisfied that there will be considerable uffi riug, Hp· ·ially among the latter class.
Tht, pru,t · a on, lik the one previou , has been remarkably good; plenty of rain
k P _crop gr wing uicely, although it was too wet early in the spring, retar<l io _
plan ing to ome xt nt 011 the bottom-land and durin"' the 1' June rise" of the lfi .....
on~·i om f th elands w re so badly overflowed that io a few place the crop Wt:
e?tu- ly d troyed . Th micrrat ry gra shopper threatened the crops at two differea~
t11n • •. Th_ y ca1;11~ ov r in the , ixthmonth, and again in the Eighthruonth, but di
not altgbt m utlic1ent numbers to do any particular harm, although large cloud
t~i>tn pa ·
ov rat each time. For a full statistical account of vhe farming oper 10n ·, I refi·r b e t the farm r' r port.
1:'b m~urnal-labor cbo_ l-~nildin~ i progr srng sati factorily, with a fair prop
f 1 • l rn r • mpl t d w1 h10 the tlille c ntracted for.
For th purpo of carr in
n hi in itution, (manual-lab r cbool ) includio.,
ho:~r l of holar , alary and 1 oard of mploye. , about h ·um of "·6 000 will b •
1 ir · , ~f tb r ar n fund, a,ppli ·able for this purpo , I w uld r
p ctfolly ngl!
h" prnpn t · of obtaioiug the afor aid mount to be us d for that purpo e, b lit:,·io_
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that; when the Government takes into consideration that hitherto the Sautees have
been educated almost if not entirely, by benevolent aid and missionary enterprise, it
will become apparent' that su~h an ap_propriation is _b~t a simple act of jus~ice.
The mis ionary schools are m a satisfactory cond1t10n. The accompanymg reportg;
will show the number of scholars, average attendance, number of teachers, &c.
.
The grist-mill has been running pretty constantly, except a brief time in midwinter
and a short time in the spring, when the dam was impaired by heavy spring freshets.
The saw-mill was operated up to about the middle of Fourthmonthi when the,
great snow-storm came and demolished the building. It was also ascertained by inspection that the boiler could no longer be used with safety. It has been replaced
with a new one, and is now in running order.
·
There have been thirty additional log-houses put up this summer, mostly by Indian,
labor.
·
The carpenter and bis apprentices are kept busy making door and window frames,.
cupboards, benches, tables, and chests, repairing machinery, &c. The object is to fur-•
nish each house with a cupboard, table, and chest. There a.re about half of them thus
furnished.
The blacksmith and his apprentices :find plenty tu do shoeing horses in winter and
repairing machinery in summer.
·
The physician complains of the lack of hospital accommodations. A few hundred
dollars would supply the necessity.
Hoping and trusting that the Government will continue its bountiful care over this
tribe a little longer, not in a degree to spoil them, only to render material aid in completing a work which is promising so fair to produce good results,
Very respectfully, thy friend,
JOSEPH WEBSTER,
Unitecl States Indian ..lgent..
BARCLAY WHITE,

.

Si,perintenclent Inclicin Affairs, Omaha.

9.
WINNEBAGO AGENCY, NEBRASKA,

Eighthmonth 21, 187::t
MY DEAR FATHER:

lt is very gratifyi11g to me, in presenting my ·fifth annual report of the condition of
affairs on the Winnebago reservation, to be able to record the great advancement of
the tribe in civilization during the past four years. In order the more readily to show
what has been accomplished during that time, I have arranged the following statistical information to ex.hi bit the relative conditions of these Indians in 1869 and 1873:
1869.
11373.
Population ... - - .............. _____ . _____ . _. __ .. ____ ... __ . ___ ..
1, 343
1, 445
Wealth in individual property ... ·-· .... _..... _..... ____ .. ____ .
$20,000 $100,000.
Number of schools ... _............•. ___ ............. _..........
2
3
Number of scholars eurolled .......... __ .... ··---· .... .... .....
135
225
Land cultivated by Indians (acres) ...... _...... ___ ... ___ . ___ ...
300
1,500
Frame houses occupied by Indians. ____ .. ___ ... _•... ____ . _.. __ ..
23
75
Log houses occnpied by Indians._~_ . ____ .... __ .. _. __ .. ___ ....•..... _.. __ .
40Wheat raised (number of acres).·---· ______ ...... -···..........
10
600
Wheat raised (number of bm;hels) . _. ________ .. _. _-· .. ". ____ ...
200
9,000
Corn raised (number of acres) __ ...•. _. _. ______ .• __ ... _...... _.
300
800
Oats raised (number of acres) .. __ .•. ___ .. __ .... _•...... __ ... ___ . _. __ ... _.
50.
Potatoes raised (number of acres) .... ···---··---····-··---·____
2
50
Hogs owned .... __ .... _... _ .. _.... _•.•. _•....... __ ... ___ .... _. _.. _.... __ .
500
Chickens owned .. ___ ... _-··. ____ .··-·-· .. _. _________ ... ___ ....•·..... _--·
1,000
American horses owned ........ ···--··-·· .......... ·---····--·· .... ______
40
Ponies owned . _..... _.. __ ... _...... _.. _.... __ ... ___ .. _... ___ ..
411
900
Wagons and sets of harness owned ........ ····-··----· ... ----··
3
100F encing (number of miles) ........ ···--• ......•..• ·----····-·-2
25

This improvement, though extending through the whole period, bas been greatest
dlll'ing the pa t year, when :fifty frame houses were constructed, and the Indians nearly
doubled the amount of their tillage.
•
The general health of the tribe has been good, and there has been a small natural
increa e in the population during the year. There are now, according to a recent census, 1,522 Winnebagoes on the reservation. Seventy-seven of these have recently.
moved from Wi consin, and expect to make this their permanent home.

558

REPORT OF THE SECRET.A.RY OJ<' THE I l'ERIOR.
FARMING.

The farming operations have been superintended the pa t year by Alexander Pa"'er
.an Indian, wbo bas been more efficient :1nd has wrought better re ults than any whi •
man who bas preceded him as farmer for the Winnebagoes since m., acquaiutauce with
the affairs of the trilJe. It is the duty of the farruer to look after the crop cultivated
by Indians, see tbat they farm properly, and to instruct them, when nece ·ary, in the
use of tools; also to plant and till what land has been broken on the Indian allotments, and fa not needed by the owners for the use of their families. This he doe for
the benefit of the tribe i.n common ; and the Indian workmen who are employed for
the purpose are paid at the rate of $1.50 per day out of fonds belonging to the tribe.
In this way 300 acres have been farmed the present season, to wit: 220 acres in wheat.
which bas been harvested and stacked, aud will probably yield 20 bushels to the acre:
40 acres in oats-these were injured to some extent by grasshoppers-and 40 acres in
corn, which promises well.
The ualance of the farming has been done by Imlians, on their own account, and
.compares favorably with that of their white neighbors. Seed-wlleat, potatoes, corn,
beans, peas, and onion-sets were purchased with tribal funds, in sufficient quantitie~
to meet all necessary demands of those Indians who wished to farm.
It bas been the custom, pri0r to this year, for the agent to paytheindiansforbreakiog and fencing their own land. This was fouud necessary in order to induce many of
them to make a beginning, they preferring to work for others where they received immediate pay, rather than for themselves and wait for returns they were uncertai n
.about. .A.fter having.the ground broken and fenced, and tbe seed furnished, they were
willing to plant and take care of their crops, and with the exception of a fow who
were very late about sowing their wheat, and had it destroyed by grasshoppers, they
have been rewarded with a bountiful harvest. As this is the first crop of wheat man y
of them have raised, the receipts will be such, we hope, as to eucourage them to extend
their farming operations.
.
ELECTIONS,

The aunnal election for twelve chiefs at the beginning of the second quarter pa d
off qnietly, nearly all the Indian men on the reservation participating in it. Seven
chiefs of the previous year were re-elected.
A cen us of the tribe was taken a few days after the election, when, a near
practicable, ever) member was required to be present, and to name the chief in who e
band they wi bed to be enrolled. The chiefs were then arranged on the roll, and numbered according to the size of their bands. The first chief receives an annual salary
of '150, and each of tl:ie others $100. Each chief is allowed to select a policeman from
hi band, who receives the same amount of salary as the chief.
7

FINANCES.

An error was made in the last Indian appropriation bill by wbicb the Winnebago
will be d prived of the use of $5,000 the present year, which amount i ju tly dn
them a intere t on their trust funds; thi , together with the balance of last year'
appropriation on band at the end of the fiscal year, which, according to a late deci ion
of th First Comptroller of the Treasury, must be deposited to the credit of the nit
tat , will gr atly reduce the amount of funds to which this tribe is entitled, and
which ~r n ed din making improvements the present year.
Th 1 n of b ef-rations to the Winnebagoes, which bas been continued for many
.. ars, ~nd bas co t the tribe from $10,000 to $20,000 per year, was abandoned on the
11r ~ f y nthmonth la t. The funds thus saved will probably be need d to uppor
an. rndu trial l oarcling-school, for which a fine brick building, t•> cost, ·15,3 .70, i now
1) mg . r t <1. This will be ready to open about the fir t of Eleventbmonth next.
and 1 mt n d to accommodate eighty scholars.
EDUCATIO TAL.
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The plan of issuing crackers, at the noon rec~ss, to each scholar in attendance :i,t the
schools has been adopted with great satisfaction to the scholars. It was previously
the cu tom to issue weekly rations of fl.our, for regular atte~dance, to the parents of
the scholars.
WISCONSIN WINNEBAGOES.
As it seems to be the settled purpose of the Government to m?ve the Wisconsin ":in- ,
nebagoes, numbering 1,000, to this re~e~·vation, I w:ould respectfully urge th~ ~e.cess1ty,
before such a step is taken, of prov1dmg more . t11nber-land f?r them adJ01~mg the
present reservation. The amount of timber o~ned bf the tr!be at present 1s bar~ly
s ufficient for the use of the NEJbraska branch of the tribe unt1l th~y plant au~ r~1se
timber on their farms; this they should be encouraged to do immediately, 1>y offermg
them premiums for successful tree-culture.
MINNESOTA WINNEBAGOES.
Wlien the Winnebao-os were removed from Minnesota in 1863, about 160 member's
of the tribe who wer:; mostly half-breeds, remained; these have since, in accord-ance
with an act' of Congress, been naturalized, and paid their proP.ort~on of the trust-fonds .
belonging to the tribe, amounting at that time, a,; the Wrsc~nsm Wrnnebagoes were
not considered a part of the tribe, to over $800 per head. The honorable Secre_tary of
the Interior bas recently decided that the Wisconsin branch of the trib~ are entitled to ·
and will· hereafter receive their proportion of the interest on the Wmnebago trustfunds.
Several of these naturalized Indians, who have disposed of all their money, have
ince moved to this reservation, and no doubt look forward to being again admitted
into membership with the tribe. I have carefnlly avoided showing them favors, aind
have, as far as possible, discouraged their remaining here.
Very respectfully, thy son,
HOW ARD WHITE,
United States Inrlian Arwnt.
BARCLAY WIITTE,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Ornaha, Nebr.

10.
OMAHA AGENCY, NEBR.,

Eighthmonth 29, 1873.
RE PECTED FRIEND: I herewith submit my fifth annual report of the affairs of the
Omaha Agency, as follows :
Since my report last year an effort bas been made to carry out the provisions of the
act of Congress for the sale of a portion of the Omaha reservation, amounting in the
aggregate to nearly 50,000 acres. Unfortunately, however, for the prosperity of these
Indians, only a small portion of the tract offered for sale was disposed of, owing, it is
presumed, to the minimum rate fixed by Congress ($2.50 per acre) being too high to
meet the views of those desiring to make investments. The want of success in consummating this Aale is more to be regretted on acconnt of the discouraging tendency it has
upon the efforts of the Indians to subsist by agricultural pursuits. Many who are disposed to be industrious among them have not the teams, plows, and other necessary
appliances for prosperous farming; neither have they the means for purchasing stock, .
which in this country is the most profitable branch of husbandry.
.
As the sale of these surplus lands is the pdncipal hope of securing means for the permanent improvement of the farms allotted to the Omahas in severalty, it seems very
desirable that additional legislation by Congress should be secured so as to effect that
object.
Since it has been decided by the Indian Department to remove the Wisconsin Winnehagoes to the reservation adjoining that of the Omahas, a proposition has been made by
the Apecial commissioner appointed to tbe duty of superintending the said removal to
purcha e from the Omaha tribe, for the benefit of the Winnebagoes, now being removed, a strip of land two miles in width, lying along the south boundary of
the Winnebago reservation, and extending westward from the Missouri River about
ten miles, to where the Winnebago reserve widens out from four to eight miles in
width, embracing about 12,000 acres. This proposition has been sanctioned by the
Commis ioner of Indian Affairs, and the price offered for the said tract is at the rate
of , '2.50 per aero. The substance of this proposition has been submitted to the chiefs
and head-men of the Omaha tribe, who are now out on the hnnt, and a reply through
the sub-agent or care-taker sent out with them has been received to the effect that
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they are averse to selling any more land to the Winnebagoes, for the reason that tb
fatter have beeu addicted to stealing their ponies and other property, for which they
have been unable to obtain suitable redress ; but if these wrongs can be satisfactorily
settled, and a recurrence of them prevented in future, they will consider the proposition and report their decision on their return from the hunt; but they have already
decided not to sell any more of their reservation unless they are allowed to go to
Wahington and confer with their Great Father themselYes.
EDUCATION.

A very commendable interest is still manifested by the Omahas upon the subject of

the education of their children. Three schools have been well supported throughout
the year until the time of vacation, which occurs while the Indians are absent on the
hunt. The number of children enrolled is 110, with an average attendance of 75 at the
three schools.
A new school-house and dwelling-house for a teacher have just been completed, and
arrangements are now being made for opening an additional school at that place, which,
with the other schools, will afford facilities for the education of all the children in the
tribe. It is very gratifying to report the continued success of these day-schools, and
the rapid progress of the Indian children in their studies. The establishment of an
industrial school at some future time, when sufficient means are at the disposal of the
tribe, would add greatly-to the benefits to be secured to the rising generation.
The reports of two of the teachers are herewith submitted; but no report of the daycbool at the mission has been received, the teacher of that school having left the reservation since the commencement of vacation.
FARMING OPERATIONS.

I regret to report that in this department success has not, in some respects, been so
good a last year. Many of the Indians who have not teams and plows at their dispoal have failed to get the usual amount of ground plowed for their corn-crop, for the
r ason that no funds were at the disposal of the agent to pay other Indians possessing
the nece sary facilities for plowing, as has been the practice heretofore.
It ba b en cu tomary for a portion of the annuity money of the tribe to be set apart,
with the consent of the chiefs and head-men, to meet these contino-encies; but, owing
to the meddlesome interference of certain designing individuals, the chiefs have been
induced to object to the usual appropriations for this branch of their business, with the
re ult a above stated. About 180 acres were sown in wheat this year, and a good
rop ha been harvested, notwithstanding some injury by grasshoppers. Potatoe
plaut d by the Indians have also been depredatecl upon, to some extent, in the same
way; but in many cases a good yield will be obtained. The season has been very
favorable for grass, and a good supply of hay is now being put up for winter use.
To nm up the prospects in this department, notwithstanding some unfavorable
featnr s, there eems to be a-round for hope that the coming winter may be passed
wi tbont material uffering ou the part of the Indians, particularly if the hunt should
prove u ·ce ful.
TOCK AND FARMING-IMPLEMENTS.

Tb cattle own cl by the Omahas are now in fine condition and rapidly increasing;
auc~ it i only. to b reO'r tted tbat they are too poor at present to add materially to

th ·1r ·touk of ho~ ,. cow , c., by purchase. In respect to wagons, plows, harness, &:c,,
th ar v r deficient, and great embarrassment in agricultural pursuits necessarily
r ·nlt8 th r from.
Tb Yow? a larg number of ponies, which are oflitt.le use except in the bunt; and
wh n that 1, n1.Hmclonc:c1 ~bi h of n ~e ity it soon will be, they mu t be dispo ed of, and
th pro ·e ·cl n c1 to .iurDJ h th 'ill with teams adapted to the purposes of agriculture.
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to stimnlate them to present exer tion in adapting themselves to new modes of procuri1w snbsiste11ce. Tliere is also an urgent ueed of add1tio11al legislation to protect
them J.'rom tlte encmacltments of those or their own race, as well as occasional depredatious upou their timber :11~d oth er rn·~per_ty, by white s~ttlers contig·uous_to theie reservar iou. The Omahas coutrnnc to marntarn the most fnendly relat10ns with the Governm ent, and are at peace with all the Iudiau tribes.
.
.
As far as heard from they have not been molestetl by the S10ux or other depredatrng
bands of Indians whil e on the hunt, though the recent attack upon the Pawnees has
l ed to some apprebension on their account.
·
The health of the Indians on the reservation is generally good. By a recent census
the popnla.tion of this tribe is fonn<l to be 1,001; an increase of 32 over last year.
Very respectfully, thy friend,
E. PAINTER,
United States Indian Agent.
BARCLAY WHITE,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, Omciha, Neb?'.

11.
PAWNEE AGENCY, GE~OA, NEBR.,

Ninthmonth 20, 1873.
RESPECTED FnrnND: In presenting my first annual report of the condition of tllis
age ucy, I can only speak of my personal experience during the few months I have been
iu cli arge, viz, since t,he 10th of first-mouth l ast. At that time the Pawn ees were jnst
retnruin g from their winter hunt. Til ey had caught but, few buffalo, an d were a ttacked by tLe Sioux, who killed oue ill!'tll aud captured over one bundrecl of t,heir bes t
horses. Beiu g thus deprived of their accustomed and needful amount of subsistence,
ou a,pplication, $3,000 was placed at my d isposal to procnre prov is ions, n early a ll of
which was expended in the purchase of flour, beef, and otller necessities for their
relief.
'
In the spring, as soon as the state of the weat.her would p ermit, the new mill-race
,vas pushed towarrl completion, and the prospect seemed fair of soon l1aving our mill
at work; but abo ut the first of the Fifthmonth beavy rnius and a very destl'Llcti ve fresh et
succeeded the great snow-s torm which visited this r eg ion, and completely destroyed
the lab()l'S of the past year, leaving the water-power of the mill in a state of hopel ess
rn iu. A similar loss from the <lestrnctive elements was felt in a wide reg ion of conutry
around us, aud in the view of all competent observers it was beyond the power of lrnman skill or foresight to prevent. Wiud power h:ts since been s ngges ted, and after
considerable at,tentiou to tlie subject, from the successful experiments aud tests of others, I feel q ni te favorable to its applica,tion. A safo, reliable, a ud inexpensive motive
power to keep in repair is a desideratum, and a good mill is oue·of the greatest ueeds
of the agency.
The con tin ned spring rains in this rei ion retarded all planting-labor, and some of
the Iudiau fields aucl patches were too wet to be plant,ed in season ; but their corn has
;yie1c1ec1 an average crop, aucl tbey have cultivated various ot,her edible plants. From
the ag-ency farm we have just threshed 1,100 bushels of oats, 312 bushels of rye, and
760 lmsbels of wheat. The oat crop was wuch injured by the grassltoppers, and the
potato crop will be very light owing to the raYages of the potato bug and drought.
Our heaviest crop is corn aud the yie ld promises fair; aud a stock of hay , thought to
he ample to last through the season, has been securely housed or stacked. I trust by
the end of the calendar year we ca,n show that the mannn,1-labor school depends as
mnch npou the farm as the farm depenus upon the school-fond, not excepting the expeusc of harvestiug and threshing the crop. I see 110 good reason why the farm should
not be self-snstaiuing and at the same time aid the school an cl other departments of
the ag~ncy materiall,v_ in the ca,rtiug of s~pplie~, pr~vision, an~ fne l. Being twentytwo miles from the railroad and nearly eight rmles from tho t101ber-tract, ruuch t ime
aud expeuse are necessarily involved in transportation .
O11e uew day-school has been erected near the Incliau villages, and this, as well as
the otller <lay-school, is now in s uccessful operation . The whole number of scholars at
tbe e two schools is 70; and the average a~tendance <luring the past year has been 55.
The rrnwna,1-labor school, nnuer the preseut corps of employcs, is making satisfactory
progress. TYventy additional pnpils luwe recently been added thereto. The only
death in the school during the year is that of one !Joy, who recently died of co nsumption . ·The wbole number of schola,rs is now 70, of whom 16 are girls. The number of
children in all the school is 140.
Various needful repairs L.ave been made upon the agency buildings, within our limi-
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ted means for this purpose. A wooc1-shed has been bnilt at the mannal-fabor school,
aud a room bas been attached to the new cla,v-school hon e, which iH n ed by the v1l- •
lao- matron for a lannclry, and also for temporary hospital pnrpose . This <loe n,,t
interfere with the scllool, aud is fonnd to be a very convenient and n efnl arrangement.
The censn of the tribe, just completed, shows the aggreiato 111rn1ber to be 2,:Hti, Yiz,
556 meu, 68 women, and 952 children, a sliglit (lecrease from last year's report, but
probably without much change in numbers. Some of the Iu<lians, I think, begin to
ee tbe n<'cessity of depending more npon their own labor for ~L living an<l le npon
the buffalo hunt, which has proved so uncertain and umeliaule. Even their annuity,
both of money and goods, as t,imely and useful as it often seems to he in providing fur
their immediate wants and comforts, no doubt often tends to paralyze the true incentive to labor.
The squaws are nearly all industrious and do "°hat they can in their own way to
cnltivate their corn, ueans, and squashes, and assist in procnring- fuel and b::iy; but
ome of the meu will not labor until driven to it by steru 11 ecessit.y, as long a the
Government ,vill feed a,nd clothe them. Many of tue young men, however, are anxion
to work for compensation, and labor well nud er a little instrnctiou, as I hav e seen in
gathering onr harvest and at other kinds of work, l.111t we have no fond with which to
pay them, ancl no means a,t command or plan cleYelope<l to make their labor remnnerati ve or elf-su taining to the agency. I trust this difficulty ma.yin time be met, but
they now n eed something more than mere kind advice to go to work for tl.iernselvt's.
In a s nming the habits of civilized life they feel helpless, a,ncl while they rnay ee
others reaping the rewards of their lab<irs in ga,thering p le ntifol crops, they feel like
initiates in a new life, and iu their generosity to their friends many will a,llow the
idlers to eat ont aud virtually rob them of the frnits of theid1a,nl-earned toil. Tueri.. is
an n,bnndancc of undeveloped muscle i 11 the tribe, which I hope will yet be brouglit into
active and beneficial use even thongh the process be gradual. The i;ale of their land,
now n.bout to be tlirown upon tho market, I hop e, will al ·o a.fforcl s01110 111oaus of relief
to enable them to leave their present villages and erect dwelling upon tlrnir. eparate
allotments. Some of th e young men who l eave the sg hool find e mploym ent as apprentice. iu t,he different mechanical departments or as farm bauds, but the cutire number
of this clas is small, and vacancies are not frecpient.
There is a great difficulty to prevent those who might make mechanics or laborer
nnd r proper incentives from relapsing iuto idleness an<l uomauic habits or re-contracting t.be filthy customs of their Yillage life.
A portion of tl.ie tribe are us ing their agrienltnral impl ements, snch a plow .
wagons, mowin.g machines, -and hay-rakes more than heretofore, and ai(le(l by their
fa.L'lll in Lructor they h ~1ve "'~tthered more hay thau usual.
All are now bn1:1tl.v cngatrecl
in cookino- au<l drying their corn for winter use. A vast roolll for improvement is left.
a,nd ome mfty grow weary at the app~trent tardiness of the work, hut manv thiu•r
hav to be considered to avoid ha t.v concln ion , and it is rather enconrn~ing to. e
vitl 11c of progr ss even in its rudest and mo;;t elementary forllls, e pP-cially when wt
have to contend with superstition, and where tbe tendency i~ to view 1,he way of
civiliz c1 lifo a an unwelcome innovation upon traditional a,11<l ti111e-honored custom .
Th• great drawback to improve ment, by way of removal. from their mud lo<lg's to
· •p;trat allotment , is the fea,r of tl.ieir hereditary euelllios, the ionx. T!Jeir \JWil
intt>ntion , as well as t.bose of the Governmenl1, are thn thwarted, and a di. po itiou
i . form d t? barter away their wagons aud many ot,her nsefnl articles, which, when
1l1~covc•rerl rn time, I luwe succeed •cl in checking. We now sta mp their iro1t aU<l tiuwarr• a11cl I hr.we forbidden all traders, by written notice , from receiving it.
hont the first of eventhmonth some :300 of the tribe were permitte(l to go on th
~11111n11•r. hnnt, a1Hl w re pl:icccl n11<1er the cbrirgo of a wbite man, who bad pPcii l
mstrnct•~ms to yir•,·ent their making any annoyance to the white t:lettler or ·howiu"
an.v Im. t1l cl 'monstra.tion to those of tlieir own race.
Aft r i nc c ·fnl hunt over a month on the wa,ters of the Republican, in the onthw • tPrn pa~t of tho tate, in wliiclt th y cauglit several lrnudred hnffalo, ancl had th
m , tan l lm1e ar ·folly driel and packetl, and were about tor •tnru home with ov r
tlir · hnndr ·d hor <', ~·ell laden, they were suddenly attacked by a large war party If
ga,lh Ila. :wcl Brnl
1onx. The I awuees macl e a Abort 'taud to re i t the atta ·k
Im tlH· ,·1•rpowt•1ing numher of their nemies can ·ed them to flee to avoid beilw, 11r;0111Hle 1, l aving al_l tb •ir n1 at, rob• , sacldl , and proYisi011s strewn npon tho gr7.nnd.
_flu: wr~m:n ancl ·l11lclr n not having o goocl a cbanc to cap suffered mo tin tll
IIHl1 ·r1rnmat • , 1:in rhtrr which ens1H~<l a. thev were overta,ken. A. near a· we c: n
I,·, rn h): nb. :'llll'nt inv stig-ation, both lrnr a1irl on the ground, there w re tWt'll y
Ill •11, tl11rty-u1n • women, ancl t •n ·hildr n kill cl, making sixty-nine in all.
bou
tl 11 ;.,; ti ~\· re wonncl cl brought liome, ancl are gnulually recoverin•r. Elev u worn
an~! c·htldrPu who w r ·aptur rl h~• th , ionx have ·inc IJeeu recov r d ancl .;nm
·h_il 1lr ·n thought to b ·apt11rP<l arc• y t mi.. ing. It i hoped that tring nt nwa: nr '
. nil lw nclopte<l to nalil tbi. pc•ac •able trib , tlrn robb ,1 ·o rep at clly both of Ii
,rnrl pr P •tty, to Le amply r UJuneratcd for all their lo ses from the annuitie of th
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who have nearly always been the aggressors, without jnst canse, in these thieving
raids a 11 d inhuman massacres. Jn all other respects I foel well plea,secl to report a
favorable and harmonious state of affairs at the agency.
Very respectfully,
WM. BURGESS,
United ,:,tates Indian Agent.
BAHCLAY WmTE,

Superintendent Inclian .Affairs, Omaha, Nebr.

12.
GREAT NEMAHA AGENCY,

Nohart, Nebr., Ninthrnonth 1, 1873.
RESPECTED FRIEND: I herewith submit my fifth annual report of affairs within this
agency for the year ending Eig-hthmonth 31, 1873.
The Iowas have evinced an increased disposition to work, and since the date of my
last report many of them have extended the area of their farms, and nearly a ll of them
have diligeutly attended to their 0rops. The weather during the past summer has been
ver,v dry and unfavorable, yet their corn and other crops will compare well with those
of the ir white ueighbors generally. It is said hy many that throughout this section
of country corn will not average more than half a crop, and yet I think it safe to
estiwate that the corn-fields of the Indians will yield from thirty to forty bushels to
the acre. 'l'he amount of prodnce raised is shown in the accompanying statistics of
farrniug.
.
·
The stock belonging to this tribe bas been well cared for during the past year. Hay
and corn were pleutiful thrnngh the co1<1 weather of last winter, and spring found tlwir
oxen and horses in good order and ready for work. At present the Iowas are actively
eugaged iu securing hay~ au<l they have already harvested a much greater quautity
than during a uy fortner year.
Perba.ps no evidence of their progress is more encouraging than the almost universal desire amoug them to possess aud live in hou ses. Their carpenter is kept steadily
at work, and several new houses, either finished or partly finished, attest bis efficiency.
Tl1e school bas been properly maintained during the school-year, a nd the attendance
and progress of the pupils has been very satisfactory. The industrial home, estnblil'llled in eonnection with the school for the board and industrial traiuing of a portion
of itf:l pnpils, is au institut-ion that deserves a.mple support and main tenance. It bas
heretofore lab ored under the disadvantage of inad equate buildings, bnt the recent erection of a fra,rne addition, 18 hy 33 feet, and a slight enlargement of the old building,
have remedit>d that evil, and now, wit,h increased facilities for accomplishing its purpose, its usefoluess has increased proportionately.
Si 11 ce my last. report the ::,anit.ary colH1ition of the Iowas has been comparatively good.
The Society of Friends have contiuued to furnish us with the means wherewitli to
admiuist,er to the sick, aud they barn also clothed the infirm and indigent. Ou the
whole, so far a8 the Iowas are co ncerned, there it1. much to encourage, although evil infltw.nces aronu<l st.ill lead them to intemperance and its attendant evils, which is a drawback much to lie regretted.
Tile Sa.cs and Foxes of Missouri have made little if any progress dnring the year.
Drawing as they <lo a very large annuity in money, and having neither school nor employes among them, it is not strange tlrnt they continue as idle and intemperate us
ev~r. They d~sire to remove to a new home as soon as possible, but have not yet ascert:.unecl where 1t shall he.
A visit on the rmrt of their chiefs and myself to the Osage tribe, and a council with
its chiefa, resulted in exti11guisl.Ji11g all prospects of a purchase of territol"y from them,
and tliey now desirn to buy a home in the Indian T e rritor.y of their kindred tribe, the
Sacs an d Foxes of Mississippi. Unfortuna,tely the enactment of Congress enabling the
sale of Lheir lauds was made to apply only to that portion lying in the State of Nebraska,
and until a snpplemeut,ary act including und er its provisions their ln.nds in Kansas can
be obtained, I fear there is little prospect of either a sale or the ir removal.
With the sanction of the Indian Department I conducted tbe chiefs of this tribe to
·washington, D. C., shortly after they had assented to the provisions of the law 10nchiug t!Je tsale of their land, and they there formally reqnested that the proceeds of 01wh;1.lf of their entire ref:lervation should lie in vested for educational and other beneficial
purposes. It is bopHd that this request will be complied with.
Iu conclusion I will only say that in the present unsettled condition of the Sacs
and Foxes of Missouri, their early removal is ev idently important. 'l'he urgent neces1:lity of a snpplewental act to enable the sale of their lands in Kansas demands actiou,
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a,u<l delay in the sale of their lands, and consequent delay in their remova,l, must coutiuu them in an unsettled and uusatisfactory condition.
With respect, thy frieud,
TI-IOS. LIGHTFOOT,

Unitecl Slat~s lnclian Agent.
BARCLA y WIIITE,

Sllperintenilent of Indian .d.jfairs, Omaha, Nebr.

13.
OTOE AGENCY, Ninthmonth 4, l 73.
ESTEEMED FRIEND: In submitting this, my first a,unual report of the condition of
Iudian affairs on the Ottoe reserve, I shall not be able to make it as full and compreSi\ c of the work being done within the past year as might be desired, from the fact
tllat mv connection ,Yith the ngencybeg-,11, 1,nly with the second quarter of the present
calendar year, a,nd hence can but commence with the condition in which I received it
~t that time.
After. reporting at thy office, on the 19t,h of Fourth month last, I came~ directly to
tl.ii place, and received from former agent A. L. Green all the books, papers and
other articles of property then shown as belonging to t.l1is office; the recept,ion of
which was duly acknowledged. On the 23d instant ,vas h eld a formal council with
the lndiaus, in which I was presented to the leadiug characters of the tribe, and at the
same time witne sed the closiug ceremonies of my predecessor in office, takiog lea\·e
of his charge.
At the time of my corning ll.rnong them I found a consi<1erabl e portion of the Indinn ,
in a state of perfect, npat.l.1y as relates to any illoa of iwprovewent, and at the fir,,t
rngnln.r council I held with them the burde n of their desire, a,s expressed, w:u; to sell
out their entire re ·ervation n.nd "seek a new home." I listened to their earnest ex}ll'l•ssion with intercst, bnt without giving an opinion, told them I had beard what
tli1·y had sai<l, wonl<l gh·e tlie subjeet dim consideration, n,nd help t,h e m do what I
tl1ought woul<l be to tl1cir best iuterest. Upon subsequen t, investigation I wa sati ·fi1•d, how ever, that the desire to remoye wa,s by 110 mean a universal one; tba,t it wa ·
<'llkrtained prineip:tlly by a cla ·s wllo wautcd a wider range of co1111try, not circnms ·rilled hy white sdt.le1ne11ts, iu which to continne 1,he pursuit of their old Iudia.11 en tolll,, nucl thaL it s11nply meant opposition to civiliza,tion.
Th •s, uei 11g rnling members in the tribe, otherl:l feared the loss of popularity b.v expr •1•mio11 , 01· ·ven a ·t,ions toward improvement, tllatshowed a contrary sentiment. Hence
th!',r w 'l' ', a11d, as I was assm·cd, bad ucen for some time, in an unseLtlcd aiid dis. a.t,isfie<l
on<litiou, t •1Hling ratl1er towHrd retrogression thau aclvancemeut, and tha,t this feeling
was lwi,w conti1111ally fomente<l by a ela ·s of scheming white moo, who were rlesir911
of getting po, se.- ion of th Judian 'lauds. I all:lo became satis!ie<1 that the seutimrnt
of the tribe, if nn111crically •xprcssc<1, wonlc1 l..,e largely iu favor of remaiuing wllen·
tlwy ar ', and which seuti1uc11t has siucc been gaiuiug strength to a very noticeable
ext<•nt.
At a scco11d n•gnlar council, beld the 25th of .Fifthmonth, I hronght the nhjPrt
of tlwir i; itua.tion fairly heforc them, :l!ld pointc•d out what I thongbt their best plan
to :ulopt tclliug them tlrnt t,lle,v conld not long re111aiu as they now are, that they mu. t
do 0111\'thing, ,LIH1 that if th1• present ofli cials of the tribe conlcl not, act so as to <lo
h11,-,i1w . .-, w • wo11l1l han to have tbos that conlc1. A timo was given them to <lelih<'l':ll•· 11po11 it ,u11oug themsdv•s, wbeu the nuanimous expression wa to accept the
prnvi. ion. of an act of Uo11g-re s approved Jnne 10, 1 72, providing for the sale of a
JI 11·tioa of tlwir land, antl till' proceeds to be applie<l to the improvem eut of their coudition . 'J he co11ncil do. <!tl 111Hl ·r . trong manifestation of tlJo be t of feeling, aucl [
am ~ratifi1·cl that trnth permits 11w to state the same ha coutinned to this writing.
\Yhat l~a<l fo1 ·n11:il;v Ul'l'll ft•11 .,,fl an,1 ·nltivate<l as 1110 agency farm I found neglect d
n,l th,· f •ne' •11t1rt>ly c1e. troyt>d. Owing to tho latP11 ess of tbe season, the uu ettled
con,lition
th, tl'ilw, the ab..;encc of agricnltural appliances, and the need of fn111l
npplieahlt: tltPr •to, I di,l not d11Pm 1t a<lvisalJle to attl'mpt rcfenciu<r for cultivation
thi :n·ar, h11 nrgc<l the l1ulia:1. to 11. e " ·hat means th .Y bad and onltiYat all they
1•01dd in onl<'r to provide as far as po.-sihl o ~L wintn's .-nb.-i ·teuce. They nearly all
pl,\ll l('(l 11101'(! or)!·· of ('()I'll, hean.; potatoes, au<l p11Ul)>kiu8, an ;igcrregat 'ofprobabh·
.,,, a<'rt , , nm_. tl,v 111_ he ~·n•t•k: 1, ·1111., whern tli1·y co111<1 •asily protect ~heir pa,.tcb : fo'.lll
th• dcpr ·dat1011s of J_m111e :u_11l ·at t 11•. Th y ar uow :dwn t pr pannrr tliell' corn tor
tu tun· 11: '. 1fa11,v of tlH·m will_hav • pl nt_y of that ki11<1 of foocl, but owing to th<> 1111f· vor:ihl •nt:s. o th e ·, a~on tb .. 1r ·mp.· as it who!•, arc uot goocl aud tbev mu t know
•rat . ci n·it~· lwfor• th· r<"tnn1 of anotlu·r. a on.
'
•
Th1'_' tli l not go on tlwir s11111n1t·r hnnt, a· ba.- h(;'r tofore lwcn their cnstom which I
r ~•ml a a t ·p ",titw<l in th' riid1t <lhectio11, thnt will re, nlt 10th •ir a<1va.nta"e; for
l hou"h th· liuut may bav •l'ain ·tl for th •m a t mporary supply of meat,
thi-
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wonld 11:we been more than counterbalancerl by the loss of their crops through neglect,
bt:sides t,be demoralizin" effeet of their nnrest,raiue<l actions on the e.s:treme froutier.
I am led to reganl the "'1rnnt, us a g-rea.t obstacle in the way of their ci viliza,tion, and
think it.s n eces::;ity may be effoctna,lly obviat,ed by the P.Stal>lishment ~fa he\d ~f c~ttle
of:-mfficient size to fnrnish the trilJe ,L com,ta.ut snppl_y of meat, aml be w1thm it.self
sel f-s11staining. This I b elieve to be entirely prnct,icable, with no other ontlay than
that reqnired to sta.rt the herd. A small portion of the grass t,hat is annuall,y lrnrne<l
on the reserve will do the rest, aud allow the herd, if properly managed, to increa::;e
yearly in value.
No instance of violence of any d<:'script,ion, nor cases of intemperance from liqnor,
have come und er my noti c11, although I ltave learned, indirectly, that some cases ha,ve
occnrrecl in Marysville, Kaus., where the Indians have gone to t,racle, throngh the
instigation of nnprincipl ed white men, in which so:ne have heen indnced to drink.
I found on my al'r ival here hut two emplnyc-, ou the reserve, an interpreter and
blacksmith. These I h1-we retn.i11ecl, on their form er salaries, aucl have since employed
a teacher for t,be 1,cbool, which constitntes all tbat are at present engaged. Severnl
more are much neede(l in order to aclYa.oce these Indians in the customs of civilizerl
life to a degree commensurnte wit,h public anticipation and to the satisfaction of onr
own desires; but there being no means applicable to the purpose noue conld be emJ_Jloyed, aurl until these Heeds can l)e snpplied, t,he work of irnprnvement iu many important respects must renrniu in a state of comparative stagnation. I neverth eless
consider that to be able to strike and move in t,be several direct.ions of needed improvement at 't,he present time as highly illlportant, iuasmncb as where there is not a.ctive
ail van cement there is actna.l retrocession, or a.t Lest a state of letlrnrg,y, fostering tbei r
old lnclian customs, consnming their means of snste11:10ce, exposing them to u11favornble inilnences, and daily rendering them poorer, less confi<lent, and harder to reclaim.
It, is bored that the sale of a portiou of their l::1.nd, to whicb they have consented, will
supply the needed fuJ1ds, and could a small advance ou said sale be obtained it woulll
e11able the work to progress at oHce.
Permission having been granted for a, portion of the chiefs to visit Wasbingtou, in
order to arrange for the a.ppropriation of the proceetls of their la.o<ls to b e sold, tba,t
event is looke1l forward to with scarcely greater interest by th<1 I1Hlians thernselves, in
a.u1icipatiun of the trip, than by those who hav e at, heart tue future welfare of these
oft-injnred wards of onr Government. It will iu all probaLilit.y d ecide the qnesticn
whether they shall IJecorne a, self-snpporting and prosperous p~ople in this t,heir presfrnt
allotte(l home, or be allowed to roam on a wider domain :ts wild Imlians still; fiually,
under all probabilities, to become extinct umler the coercive arm of Government. A
decisive policy on the part of the Commissioner and other officials tlrnt ad vise with the
delegation that, may visit Washington, favorable to theit· retention on this reserve, will
at once se t,tle the qnestjon that has tended so mnch to nnsettle them for the last two
yea.rs; it will relieve the great suspense under which they have labored, and IJe
hig·lily satisfactory to most of the triba.
In my first conncil with them t.hey object.eel to a contintrnnce of school, but in the
secon<l on e, above alln<led to, they also reconsi1leretl t,he:,,e ohjectious, and unanimously
consentccl for it to go on. The clay-school was therefore startetl at once, and bas been
cont,inuetl to this time with bnt li 1 tie int~rrnption, ancl I may sa,v with rnarke<l improvement in most important respect.s, bnt b eing sitnat.ed in t,he l11<lian village, it is, more
?r less, intcrrnpt.ed by tribal infl.nences, renchiring it less sa tisfactory t,han it woulrl lrn
1f more fa,vorably located . The scbool-bnil11ing neecls repairing iu order to make it.
comfo rtabl e for wint er, or even co nvenient for s nmrn er.
Most of t,he chil1lren lt ave been clothed by douations from the Society of Friends,
an<l mnch otl.J e r clothing distributed that was fnrnish ed from the same sonrce, hut
most of the men sti 11 appear clad in their characteristic lodiau costnme. Most of them
also li ve in mLrtl1-c;v;e<l wi~wa111s a11d canvas lod~es. A few fram e houses are on t.he
reserve, but tli 'Y are insufliGieut, with but simple board-siding to keep out the winter
blasts.
o prevai ling cpi1lemic lrns affecte,l the bP-alth of the tribe since I came here, thoucrh
~liel'~ has been ?On~icl er.-tblc sickness for the past two months, mostl_y complaints ar~mg frolll mahtr1al m:flnenccs ancl unwholesome food. No medical attenrla11ce nor h<i8pita1 accom modation s arc provic1 e<l on the reserve. Some medicines aud a, few sanitnry
Hnrp li t>H have been fnrnishecl hy don,1,t.io11s from the Society of Frien<ls, which we are
n~lh·<l npou to administer ma11y times daily. Several deaths have occurred, which,
w1t,h 01w exGept.ion, were confined t,o quit,e small children.
ThH Ottoes have lrn<l nnm eron s visitors from other t.rilJes, and have largely retnrrn cl
t heir vh,itu. A few lmve obtained perrni. sion, and been fnmish<Hl passes to go, bnt
tht>y lmve gern•rnlly gone withont my knowledge, a practice that, I do not consicln
·01Hlncive to their genera l good, lrnt not seeincr how to prevent it,Ihave not deemed it
h<•'4t, to agitate it., except, in an achiRory wa.,v. n
The age11cy-lmildiugs, iucludiug tb.e mill aud smith-shop, I found in a poor state of
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repair, and a yet have made but little improvements. It will require t,be expenditure
of several hundred dollars to make them efficient and reasonably comfortable.
Before closing this report, aln~ady more lengthy than I had intended, I wish to ar
that although there is much to discourage in the Indian service at this place, yet tht:re
is also much to encourage, and with snfficieut means to ruake them comfortaule, and to
1urni h them the necessary appliances for success in the various directions of needed
improvement, I feel confidently hopeful as to the result.
Very respectfully, thy friend,

JESSE W. GRIEST,
United States Indian Agent.
Jhncr,AY Wn1TE,

Snperintende11t of Indian Affairs, Omaha, Nebr.

14.
LA wnENCE, KANS.,

October 1, 1873.

RE 'PECTED FRIEND: In transmitting my fifth a1rnual report on the condition of the

Iudians under my charge, it is gratifyiug to lie aule to state that all the triues, as sucl1,
have remained at peace during the past year, and, with the exception of the colllparati vely small number who roam upon the plains, are continuing to advauce in indnstrial
pur nit and iu the education of their youth, aud are makiug comruen<lable progre ·::;
toward a higher degree Qf civilization .
The trib s re -ident in tlle Indian T erritory and Kansas number about 75,000. Fourti ftus of ~he e are conRiderably advanced ju the hauits and comforts of tlleir Anglo- axon
11 ighuors, many of them having comfort,aule homes, a,ud ueiug lllembers of Chri8tiau
•hnrch , with liberal provisious for the education of their cl.iildreu. Severn] of tlle
larg r trib are subject to written laws and ·w ell-organized government, and with
warrantable security iu the permanency of their possessions would rapidly advance in
nil the avenues leading to higher mornl and Christian attainmeuts.
Tb r maining tribes, nulllbering 15,000, embrace the Kiowas, Comanches, .Apach e,
h y rm , Arapahoes, Kaws, and Osages. The most of tllcse still wear the J1oma<li c
·ostnm , aud p nd mueh of their time on the plains in procuring necessary nppli e:
of food, rob anu fnrs.
0110 of these last-named tribes, exce pt t,be Kaws and Osage;;,
h:ive inv t d funds on wllich to rely for support and aifl in their advancement, and
th(•s two '.'ccptecl tribes are begiuuing to turn their attention to indu trial au<l ettl<·<l pm nits.
•
I r garcl the cllool education of the Indian children as of tlle highest importanrr
in mea, ur adopted for their improvement, and have as i<luo11sly labored to promote
thi., so far a. means have b<>en provided. The schools have bee11 prospero u ·, an<l th
rn11nber of c hildren in attP1Hlanco ha s increased, while the inter st manifested uy adults
iu th clncational work bas vidently also deepened. An unremitting pro-ecution of
thi bran 11 of th service will t n<l to reduce the many Indian dialects, anc1 ultimately
uh. ·titnt our own langnage. Thi res nlt alone will greatly facilitate civilization. .
I woulcl r pcctfn lJy ref 'r for cletailcd in formation of the tribes to the r eports o1 the1 r
1-e p ctiv agPnts, an<l will only allude to such iuterests as require the atteution aud
: ·tiou of the Department.
KI KAPOOS.

J>OTTAWAT )HE •

progr s.
om<' of tlwir
Jin . l>een o,crcnt!H',
n nr provi<lec1 lur.
w ·11 provitl ·<l.with ugriculturnl impleru •ut and ar
elf- uppo1tiug.

Tl!'' rr f•n·ntion

ottawatomi' a,r, making comm n,1:tbl

l 1·11 1l11w 11w11 ha,· hnl'tofore oppo P<l ('(lncation, bnt.th~ir oppmiition
11 111 1 tlt1',\' 11nw li:iv1• a fln11ri . hill!! rwhool in which thirty-fonr c·h : l<lr
lh ·y u1 • al.
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The Pottawatomie treaty provides for the enrollment and classification of the tribe,
so as to tlt-1termine the umnb.er who desired to IJecome citizens, and the number who
desired to bold their possessious in common. The report of the commissioner appointt-d
for thiR service represents the entire Pottawatomie Nation to consist of 2,180 pen,onRi
of whom 1,400 elected to become citizens, and 780 t,o hold their possessions in co111111ou.
There was, however, iu the StateofvVisconsin a considerable nnmberofthe Potawattomie
Nation who were not included in the enrollmtmt. They now desire to return to th e
tribe, and I recommend that provision be made for their removal. The reservat.ion is
ample, and the tribe is willing to receive them. lo their present location in Wisconsin they have no lands and no provisions for the education of their children.
·J{AWS.

The improvement of this tribe has been greatly retarded by the constant expectation
of being removed to the Indian Territory for three years past. They reaclied their new
home about midsummer, a nd, of course, could raise no crops this season. '\Nith proper
subsistence and necessary aid in other respects I hope they will IJe able, by next spring,
to enter upon a new and progressive experience.
•
Their lands in Kansas were thrown upon the market at a time of financial depression.,
and I learn that only a small portion was sold. Tliat these ]ands were IJot too highly
appraised is evident from the fact tbat cash offers were made for the same by different parties aggregating about the same amount as that of tlrn aggregate appraisals.
If thfl · appra.isemeut should be reduced, sales ·would still.not be affected <luriug t,he
present finaucial disturuance, and so the end would not be reached. It is exceedingly
important that these Indians should secure the full value of the laud, to em1ble the.m to
pay for their new reservation, tosathr(y their debts, to bnild bbuses, open farms, provide
for the education of their children, and make them generally independent of support by
the Government. It would not be wise, therefore, to force their lands into market
under any circumstances. I apprehend that they will sell und er the present appraisement as fast as the proceeds wi ll be required, if provision can be made for time,
with interest on one-half or two-thirds their value. If approved by the Bureau I recommend such provhiions.
SACS AND FOXES.

The Sacs and Foxes are doing better than in any previous year. They have suffered
severely in their farming interests by the drought the present season, although they
bad planted a larger area than usual. In imitation of thefr Creek ueighbors, they are
entering npou t.he raising of stock. The bnildi11g for school purposes will soon be
completed, and their children will then feel the benefit of the ample educational provision of their treaty.
A portion of the tribe numbering six or eight lbdges became exi led from the tri!Je
several years ago, and are now located in Tama County, Iowa. Since their location
there some Pottawatomies, Winnebagoes, aud dissolute cit,izens have amalga111ate<l
with t~1em until they number npwanl of three hnndred. They have purchased about
four hundred acres of laud-the t.itle vesting in t.be United Stat.PS-on which a few of
them rn.ise some produce, lrnt insufficient for their support. They snhsist mainly as
vagrant beggars, and would he amenable i,o State law ou t.his acconut if they were
citi~ens .. The Government long ago established a wise provision that fragments of
Indian t~1bes should forfeit their shares of aunuities while absent from their propP.r
re_servat10ns. An unfortunate exception was inserted in the Indian appropriation l>ill
of 186c:!, by which these Iowa Sacs and Foxes are allowed to receive their proportion of
annuities so long as they remain peaceable and have the consent of tbe State of Iowa
to remain within its limits. This exceptional provision bas been continued from year
to year, and while the money thus withdrawn might have benefited them had they
?een with the tribe in the Territory, its effect in their present location has been to
mcrease ~heir habit of vagrancy. Believing that they will not improve under their
present mrcnmstances, I recommend the suspension by CongreRs of their annuities
while off their reservation, and that they be removed, with auother remnant of the
tribe in Karnms, t.o th eir proper home in the Inditw Territory. I believe also that the
best, interestR of the Sacs an<l Foxes of the Missonri now in Nebra.sk:1 woul<l be promoted by a union with the triue under consideration in this paraaraph. The reservation is ample for all, as they would number in the aggregate le;s than one thousand,
and the services of two agents could be dispensed with.
I cannot i.oo earnestly urge the provision· of funds necessary to continue an<l render
adequate the educational work among the absentee Shawuees who are attached to
this agency, and whose influence over the tribes of the plains is decidedly salutary.
MIAMIES,

nder a law of the last session of Cr:mgresR the Miami lands have been appraised
pr paratory for sale, aud most, of the trilie have co11federated with the Peorias in the
Indiau Territory. The fow wl.10 have elected to remaiu in Kansas as citizens are
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rno,-tly wllite, or nearly so, and well qualified for citizenship. I recommend tbr enrlr
e.·ecntion of the Jaw concerning the sa,Je of their laufls, and the consolidation of th eir
fnncls with those of the Peorias, anrl that congressional net ion be t,aken to tramifrr the
fonds of tho. e applicants from the Incliarn1 Miarnics and Weas residing with the Peoria:,
that tbeir homes with the latt er may be legalized.
SIIAWNEES .

AR the Shawnees, except the Black Bob band, have become consolicla,tecl "·ith the
Cherokees, I desire to ca.ll attention to tile necessity of legislation for the sale of their
vnlnnble lands near Kansas City, which are occnpied by white m en, none of whom
have legal titles. The Indians have been crowded out of their reservation by the.se
iutrnders, and, dishearteued aud poverty-stricken, the.v have sought homes as beggars,
some among- the Eastern Sha,wuees, some with the Cherokfes, :.tllll otbers witb th e
al>se11tce Sbawnees. If their lands "·ere soltl at a fair price tbe whole Black Bob
bnn<l migbt be ga.t.berncl with the Eastern Shawnees, wbo have snfficent land for them,
speak the same laugnage, and wonld welcome them to tl1eir reservation. I earnestly
rec:0111111oud that all rnegal sales of any portioll of these la11fl s be set aside, a.11<1 that
pmvis ion for appraisernent and sale, for cash, to tliti highest hicld er, of the entire reserv:ttion, be made at as early a lln.y as practicable, by a l aw similar in its provisions to
that pa ·sed. by the last Congress for the ale of the la.nds of tlle Miamies of Karnsas.
CllEYENNE8 AND ARAPAIIOES.

Grl'at exertions have been mad e by Agent Miles to restrain tho roving <lisposit.io~ of
tlws(• Indian , nrnl to prevent nllia11ces for hostile pnrposes " ·itlJ other tril>e8 oftbe pla111s.
P1·ace has lwen presrrvccl, and they have romniDt\cl mos t ly on their reservation. Un!'ortn11n I ely rhey have bef'11 oxposrcl to in:flnences t encling to prndnce clistrnst of the pro1111srs
of the Government. Earl,v in last spr i1J g a smn ll war party of Cbeyeni1es left their rf'servation, wit,bont tho k11owledge of the ag-ent, nnd went into New Mexico to tight their
n cmics, the Ute-;. Wl1ile returning they W tH'O surprised by Uniterl :States soldiers
an,1 sevcrnl of them killed and wo1111ded. On the day of their retnrn witb the news
of t hPir lo .. to th, Cheyenne camps, in th e \YCStern portion of tbe resc rvatiou, the
whole t1 ilrn wa.· in a state of demoralizc\t ion from whi1:1ky l>rong11t to t,IJem uy citizens
of Ka11sas. On 1he following rlay 1 while tho chiefs were in council wirh a snu-agcnt,
four of a 1mrvey ing part.y, a fo'l'V miles away, were killed, probauly by drnnkeu rclat,ivrs of t,h ' hcyennes who ha<l l)ecu killed in New Mexico. The chiefa were not c:ompli<·ate<l in this nnfortnnate affair, and co1Hlctn11 it. They were, however, much di plP:tSP<l with the snrvey a11<l subdiv ision of their reservation, for which there was no
provision i11 tlt 'ir treaty, an<l of which t,hey bacl no official notice. To them it fores_h:11lowc•<l :L l'O]ll'tition of t,he old policy of forcing t,hom from their bnrls and co111pelJ111g- them to scrk 11ew born s. In a<lclition to t,ho lm,s of t,heir men in New Mexico, th e
pn•spuc; of surv y01s 011 their oil, n11d their <krnornlizatio11 by whisky, 1.lieJ' l1ad jn t
n•epivc<l i11for111n.tion from the ArapahoeH on th eir retnru from Washington t,hat t'lle
Gov ·m 111e11t, with<>11t tlwir knowledge an<l consent, bail assigned to the former tril.Je
the n1ost <11· irahlc portion of the rn P.rvatiou ownotl by the two tribes in colllt110n.
1'n<1<'~· the
a<herse anrl initati11g inflnc11cc it has r<'()nircd mnch Yigilance aud
<·xc:rt1011 on the part of the agent to preserve friP1Hll~• relatio11s with the Government.
Tl11s ha, 0111,r been acc·omplish1~rl by rrpcatccl visits to their distantcrtmps l,y t.lic agent,
" ·h,_,s< pr<>sPnco itmo11g them lrns tenrl cd to di s pel tlil'ir frars a11rl dissipato their jeal011 ws. For th first time a proper del eg-ation hnl'l eonse11terl to ,·isit Wa. hington. that
tl11·ir res •rva.tion i11tnrestl'l may b settled, auu that a, union way be made with the
.!o rth t·rn Cb y unc ancl Arapahoes.
Q APAW AGENCY •

. The_ CYP~~l t_ribcs onAtitnting thi. ag1•11c.v are continning to progress in tlie right
<11rt·1·r 1011. I he11·, c·hooltt a11<1 f'anni 11g opPra tio11s an' snccPHSfll I, aucl a con ti nnou s u c of
tlll' 1J11•a11 now ·111ploye<l for their lwnl'fit off1•1·s a, most hop1}fnl prospPct ofpen11a11e11t
good n· nlt . TIH•, P l11clia11s are mostly iu a. •011clitiou of protrress which is highly faYorahl · to, n ·c ·.- ful effort for their improv lll ent.
"'
OSA ,i,: .

. Tlw eviclrn <' of in<lnPtrial pro~1·fs. npon th e Grcnt and Littl Oi-iage r en·ntion
1111"<' la t Y ar arf' v<•r~· <l(•ci,lNl. Hesicl •s tho crcc·tion hy the a./.!cnt of bnilcling. fnr
a:.wn_r·_y :wcl · ·l~ool p11_rpo. 1·. aw-mill, &c., v •ry ma11y of th, Inclin, s hav , pl1t rail.
a11rl 11wlo.·c•rl with tlw1r owu haucl . 11lat'i of gron11<l, which they ba.vc cnltiva.f<•d th•
p:t t nmmt·t·. Thr.-1' fr-11 PS , r<' Wf'll rn;ulf' a.11<1 vc•ry r •<lttahl to th, In<liau . a· the
rt• ·n it of_t lu•ir fin,:, r._tfortij a~ fa~111i11g. I <l ee m it i111j>0rta11t, that tht'ir ampl • fond h •
1"1 1 11 to In l1·r thf'1r 11ul11. tnal 111tf'r •, t.- anrl to ('(111(•,~tn tlwi1· children instca,1 of lwin~
p~n .,.,\ in their own lt:incl.. 1 lu·,v ar<• nnahle to direct tlw prop r nsn of mont•~· to 11111 ·h
I

1• 11 1, aJH\

wonlcl

l)p

~.r<•;ttl_y cle111oralizr<l by l'('CC i\'illg- it, nn<l, at the A:tllt{' tillt('

hc(•Plll

th t~hj • · }'t <lN:!!ptw11 h~· !111J>rin ·ipl_('(] pn_rti<''I. 'l'(rn wi. l,!11:tnliau.-hip of tlw ;11\'rnm 11 <luung tlJ tr truu. 1t10uary p •noel will be of 1Ucalcula.blc importance to th w.
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WICHITAS AND AFFILIATED BANDS.

I wonld aO'ain call attention to the great importance of these Indians, on account of
tlieir iufl11e17ce upon the wild tribe~. ~fheir location is exceediug)y f~v<'.rn,ble for secnr-.
iiw their ai1l to thr-i Government m Its endetLvors tu preveut 1msclnef on the part of
th~ Che,yennl'S, Kiowas, an<l Comauches .. Thi!> proxim)ty _to the wil~ tribes ha~ someti1ues resn1tt•<1 iu the loss of the crops raised by t;be W1ch1tas, bnt tlns trouble 1s coustantly diminishing, a11d I believe that a liberal po!icy, persistently pursnec~ toward
it:-i wards at this agency, will greatly promote the obJects of the Govern~neut rn rer\ard
to the triues in tha,t vicinity. I therefore cordially recomnieud a coutrnuauce of the
ai1l hith erto fnrnish ed, and which has alreacly _yielded such desiral>le results. PennaIJcnt security to their lauds has l>eeu repeatedly recommended, and should be no lo11ger
postponed.
KIOWAS, COMANCHES, AND APACill•:S.

The interests of the Kiowas, Comanches, and Apaches have been managecl nnc1er
very uufavol'able circnmst.auces. The Kiowas were assured last r1,utnmn uy t,he Government that their imprisoned chief would be returned to them in tlw. ;;pring, on co~dition that the tribe remained at peace on their resern1,tion. The fulfillmeut of these
collditious was acknowledged in Thirdmouth, n,ud prelirui11ar.v steps intrngurated
looking to a faithful execntion of Government pfoclges. The excited condition of the
co1rnt,ry, growing ont of t,he massacre of Genernl Ca.uby by the Mot1ocs. iud11ce1l postponement of fnrt,her a,ction in their case nntil the 4th of the present month, wl1en
S,ttanta, and Big Tree ,,ere returned to their tribe, and confidence measurably restored.
· Although no raiding can be clearly charged against the Kio,v:.1,s, and1nnch less than
that of nny precedillg year against the Comanclws, a,ncl having the assura,nce that the
11,ost, illfl.uential men of both t,ribes are pledged to loyalty and peace, yet it is necessary to employ several pen;oos of proper qnalilicatiou to remain in the camps of said
lll<lians to restrain th eir roving habits, aud iuduce their cousent t,o settlement. on perrnan cnt bomes.
Tbe most promin ent obstacle to the a<1vancernent of the Inc1ians in genera.1 civilizatio11 is the uncertainty of retaining 1 heir lands. Tbe constant pressnre of the pnblic
Jircss, in<lucing emigrM.ion into the Iurliau Territory, tbe persiste11cy of rnilrnad iuterests to procnre the extiugnishment of Indian titles in saiu la11ds, aro very diseournging
fo the Indians. Renewed .efforts on the pa.rt of these migratory and eorporat(~ int.1,rn!-lts
will ue mado at r,lie approaching- session of Congress, aud should btl as prornpt,ly met
li.v t,h e eqnitahlc and moral power of t.lie people. This territory is the only n-'sti11gp lace for the Incliaus therein, all(l if ope(led for the ingress of cit,iz1~ns it will resnlt in
tlit, externiinati,rn of the Indiaiis, a.nu the inauguration of consequent evils which can110t ue eouutenance<l b\· a Ch1'i8tian nation.
Very respectfully,

ENOCH HOAG,
Superintenclent Indian .cl.ffairs.

Hon. E. P. S:1nTr-r,
Commissioner Inclian .Affairs, Washington, D. C.

15.
KAW INDIAN AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,

Ninthrnonth 1, 1873.
I snhmit h erewith my fonrth annnal report for the Kansas agPncy.
ThP. prosecntion of tbc work of appraising the laucls helouging- to this tribe in the
Stut,e of Kans1.1s was pm;hed forward last, fol l t.o cornpldiion, ancl a. report snbmit,ted to
:lie Inrlia.11 Dep~rt.mcut ?TI the 28th_of Twd~·t,hrnontlJ, 1872, which ,vas a.ccepted, an<l,
111 nccor<lance with t.be bill for the disposal of the buds, they were a,1 vertiscd for 1,ale
the past spring, bnt for varions reRso11s only a s mall portion was sol!1. Among tbem
the deprcs8ed state of the money market; also, the short time which the ]ancl1,
\\·ere offen~d for sale c1id not admit of persons coming from a c1ist:wce, u1n.king t heir
se]<,ctions, and getting their bids to Washington in ti111e; an<l, b.: an order of the hon orable Sfcrctary of tb e Interior, th:1t, a,pprnisement has been set asi,le, an,l a 110w one
ordernd. I regret very much that the D epartrnen t Lel ieved this step necessary, as it
will elder tho sale of tho laud another year, and, conseqiuently, retard the work of
in1nrovements on their new re ervation.
'i'ho school was kt>pt np dnriup: last fall, winter, and spriug, with a larger nverage
t.l1n.11 any previous nine mouths since my connection with the tribe. The progresH of
the chil clr 11 was all we cmilcl ask, and rnany of them gave eviclence by their daily life
that th e.v had received a knowl edg-e of the plan of salvation, nni1 were living np t.o it.
'fho Iudians bad r,romisecl, ou their removal, to leave their children in school iu Ka.n-
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sa until suitable buildings could be erected for them here. But, as tbe time drew
11igh to start, their affection for them overcame their better judgment, an<l t,hey decided to take them aloDg. Conseqnently the school was closed tlrn l:-u,t of Fifthmouth,
1 ·73, except Saulrn,t,h-school, which bas been kept up at this place. Bnt few of the follblood Iudian children attend, having wor ,1 out their citizen clothes and being
a hamed to come in their Indian costume. The tribe left their old reservatiou in Kansas on the 4th of Sixthmonth, and arrived here on the 21st without the loss of one member, and witlwnt having had any difficulty with the whites or among themselves.
'fbey have been well sat,isfied thus far with the change, and, if not annoyed by other
ancl wilder tribes, and funds can be had, will make more rapid strides in civilization
than th ey did in Kansas, but it must be in proportion to the fnDds received to aid them.
in purchasing stock, implements of husbandry, seeds, &c. Both children and adults
expres great aDxiety to hav6 suitable mission and school Luildingr; erected as early as
practicable, and they are certainly suffering great loss for waut of them. A few temporary cabins have heen erected for the use of employes of the comwissary stores, blacksmith shop, &c., and about 200 acres of prairie broken on the reservation, but, unfortnnat.ely, the Indian~ did not arrive in •time to plant but a snrnll portion of it. About
150 tons of hay have beeu put np fnr the use of the agency stock ancl for the Indian
horses. The health of the tribe has been better since their removal than it was in
Kansas, although a few deaths have occurred, and I earnestly recommend that a physician be employed at a stipulated salary to reside among these Indians.
Very respectfully submitted.
MARLON STUBBS,
United States Indian Agent.
ENOCII HOAG,

;S11pel'i11te11de11t of Inclian Affairs.

16.
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tbe people who speak Engfo1h vernacularly have been greatly benefite~1 by_ the public
schoolf:l, the full-blood Cherokees have received lmt little benefit. Their c~1ldreu ha:·e
learned to ispell, read, alld writ,e tlle Englisll words a,nd sent,ences__ rnechamcally, _while
tlwy know not the meaning of these words _and sentences .. To this_ great def~ct rn the
Clwrokee s:vstem of education I have repeatedly called tlie1r attent1011 and pomted ont
a remedy effective a,nd entirely witbiu tbri.·each of the nation and easy of applicat_ion.
I have zealously nrged its adoptiou, but as yet wit.bout sncess. My recomm endat.1<:'ns
have not met with the approval of those in aut,liority, and hence the old parrot-like
system is contiuued with this large and iutf\resting class of Cherokef\S, As _a consequence the interest in education among them has fallen off, and the schools which have
depended on them for support are very lightly attended, and the advancement made
by the pnpils small indeed. This is by no means owing to any inferiority in the i11f:ellects of this particular class. In natural capacity they will compare favorably with
any other children, either bere or elsewhere. The failure is attributable altog~th~r to
tlle lack of a proper ruethod of instruction, energetica.Ily and iutelligently earned mto
effect.
I have urged persistently a plan something Vike the following:
1st. Have a work prepared for the purpose of teaching the English langt~a,g e to
Cherokees, to adults as well as to the children, throngh the medium of their own
language as written in t,he Sequoyah characters. Such work should be prepared on
tlle conversational or Ollendorff methods.
The lessons should begin with a few simple words, and be so constructed as to impress their meaning firmly on the mind of tlrn learner, and also to give him practice in
tLe use of these words in the structure of seuteuces. Other words should IJe added
gra,dually, and used in such a wa.v that their meaning and use will be thoroughly
learned as the pupil progresses. The lessons should thns advance until a work is prepared, containit1g all the corumon words <ff the English lallguage, and a sufficient
nnrnber of exercises given to enable tlrn pupil to attain a thorough knowledge of their
use in ordinary conversation . An exercise in spelling should form a part of each leRson. A ca,refully prepared glossary should be appended to the work. By this the pupil
could readil.v refer to the meaning of any word contained iu the lessons.
2d. As introductory to this work~ and for the use of the smaller children, I have
recommended the preparation of an illustrated primer, prepared as follows:
I. To contain the English and Cherokee alpbalJets; also a imfilcient nnmber of exercises to familiarize the pupil with the forms and sounds of the characters.
II. Select an object, for instance a horse, make a picture of it; under that pictnre
print in large letters its name, horse, and the same in Cherokee. Select son;1e gnalit.y
which can f\asily IJe represented to the eye, as that of IJlackness; make a black pict,nre
to represent it, print under it the word IJlack, alld its equivalent in Cherokee. Then
make a pictnre of a black horse ancl print under it the words IJlack horse, and their
eqni valent iu Cherokee. Tllen take other colors, picture t!Jem and associate them
with the olJject in like manuer. Then make the pictnre of a poor horse and print nuder it the words poor horse, and their equivalent in Cherokee. In the same way pieture a fat horse, and small horse, a large horse, &c., giviug expression to the ideas in
botb lauguages . Then take objt>cts common ly nsed ,, ith the horse, such as saddle,
bricllt>, wugou,' plow, &c. Use tlrnse words in carefully-prepared exercises as the lessons advance.
Take other ol>jects; treat them in tlle sa.me way; nse a few verbR, prononns, &c., as
required, until a sufficieut number of exercises are prepared to furnish the pnpil with
a_small stock of English won1s, and familiarize him with tbeir use through bis previons knowledge of the Cherokee. The extent to which this method of illustratfon
will be carried, and the excellency of tlie exercises connected wit.h it, must depeud on
the skill and judgment of the party wllo prepares the work. It sboulr1, hmvever. be
carried ouly to a limited extent, and for more complete instruction the learner should
depellcl on tile more complete work already propose<l.
.~cl. P1~im~ry l~ssons should be prel:'ared on arithmetic, geog~aphy, and histor.y, and
punted rn English on one page aud m Cherokee ou the opposite page. For pnmary
les ons in gramnmr the work proposed will be H,mple.
4th. A ~i1~1ited _system of normal_ inst.~·nctioo sl1ould be i~trodnced, adapted especia lly
to th e trarnrng of teachers for the full C.:berokee schools. Ji or this pnrpose snch teachers
should_ IJe, c~ect_ed a's alre~dy und~rsta,url tbe Cher:okee language, aud lrnve an English
edncat1011. Tlns normal 111struct10n should coutrnne for a sllort time each term. It
should be directed to training the teachers in the use of tho books already proposed,
a11d to fit them to teach the Euglish language &c., to pupils who do not speak it verriacularly.
5tb. L ectnres should be delivered in every part of the nation, in both English and
Che_roke~", to aromie the p,1opl~ to _a sense of the fa.c~ that it is absolntel.v necessary that
t,heir children honld lea.1·u E11gl1sh-s!Jould learn it thoroughly, correctly, and immediately. In tha.t portion of the lectnre delivered in the Cherokee Jaogna(J'e, instruction
should IJe gi veu as to rnauner of using tho IJooks al.Juve proposed, so ~s to secure a
7
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knowlNlge of the English. By this means a large number of adults who read Chero k1·e well wonlcl l>e euauled to acquire knowledo·e enouo·h of the Eu•rlish to be of great
PrYice to thew. They have great desire to 1iarn, and without clo~il>t woulcl eagerly
111-iP ttll Hnch means if placed withiu their reach.
Tho importance of skilled labor. uf
i11d11 try, ecouorny, a.nu the va,lue of t,ime, and the intimate relations wl.Jiuh etlucatiun
suHtains to all these, ::;honld be made prnmiuent, in sncb lectures.
Snell is an ontli11B of t,he means for the promot.ion of edncfttion which I have urged
hi liebalf of the full ChProkees. Bnt my plans and suggestiou do not meet with fasor
at tlie bancls of ti.lose in authority, whose &irnJJle acquieseence would be sufficient to
pnt tbelll into eftieient, 01wmtiou at au early day wit,l.10ut labor or effort on their part.
O,d11g- to this fact there is but little probal>ility of tl1e 0arly adoption of such refor111atory measures in their etlncational system, although the meaus at command are
an_1 ple, and tlle plan propo;;ed is inexpeusi ve as com pared to l>oardi ng-sebools and other
11H•tlwds. For t,hcse more expensive methods the fonds are not sufficient.
For that portion of t,he Delawares aud Shawnees, Creeks, and Natchez, who do not
siwak E11glish, some special efforts should also be made to ~ive tliem a knowledge of
the E11glisb. As ench of these classes is coniparatively sm::ill iu nuwl>er, and as different a pliances wonlcl l>e necessary for each class, the question as to the !Jest mean s of
1-<l11cating them is oue far more difti.cnlt of solntion. A portion of the Creeks and
ratcbcz, however, speak Cherokee aud can ue reached in the urn,uner al.love indicated.
111 (•use i;ome, nch plnn as that I have propose,1 for the Cherokees should l>e adopted
1,.,. the Creek authorities for their owu people, the 1.Jooks necessary for the few Crnek '
wo hnve here conlcl l.lti easily obtained from tbe Creek Nation. By the same mean s.
ah,o, most of tl.ie Natchez could l>e reached, as t!.Jt·y also o·euerall.v speak ()reek. But
as yet I have no plan fully rnatmed in my owu mind as specially adaptetl to meet
the wants of these dctaclwd port.ions of this uatiou.
I recommend that th e educational interests of the Indian be placed nuder the st1perYiHion of the Co111ruissioncr of Eclncation; that. provision be UJade l,y U,mgre · · for
1ho appointrn e nt of such snl>onlinates as may be necessary to imwgnrate a,11<l carry
i11to effect efficient rueasnrcs to promote the work of education a,mo1w the Indian-·.
Thll duties of Indian age nts are in some cases so diversiJietl aud arduous, that it i ·
i1npos,.iulc for them to give the neccs ·a.ry atteutiou to the work of ed11ca,tiou. Yet,
thi .-; is withont <lonl>t the most import.,tnt work connected with tlJe civiliz,ttion of the
l 11dia,11s. A well-devised sche1ne for Llw co-operation of the Bnreau of Etlucat.iou witll
the local managers of the wol'k in t,hc several tril>es or nat.ious wonld result i11 gi\'i11g
for great ·r ctlici ncy thau ha , liitherto l>eeu attaiue<.L to the educational inbtituliuu
a?nong these trihc:s.
'l'lwr bavo been in operation dnring the past ye:.ir sixty (60) common schools. The. e
<·h'.)()l have l>een tanght hy 26 mal<1 t,eu.clwr:s an<l :14 female. Of tll e e, 12 !Jase been
wli1te and 4 native Ch.ernkc s. There ]save bceu in at,tc1Hlance on tbe e ·cbouls ·e,·c11t1•1·n h11nc1rc<l antl thirty -t hree (l,n3,) OU !Joys aud 93:J girls. Three of the ·e i:-chool ·
11:1,·<J l> ''11 for the exclnsive use of t,lw freedme11. Tllc8e statistics are foruisl.ie<l l>y the
ki11tlnc s of Col. 0. P. Brewer, snperi11tc11tleut of pnl>lic schools.
CIIEHOJ(Jm OJU'IIAN A 'YLUM,

B<'siclPs th common school and the seminary, t,he Cherokees have, <1nring the whol
y1·:1r liacl in operation a 1110Ht cxeelle11t and eflicieut orpha,11 asylnm. The sneces ,11th
whic·h this in .. ti t,11lion has been eaniP1l on is iu the hi11·Liest degrne creditable to tho e
"ho hav' hacl it in <·har~e. Tl.l e he1okees l1av iJ ':'en J'e111arlrnl>ly fortunate iu the
flPh-dim! of princ·ipal, tPachcrs, a11d 1nHtrou. Together they co11stitnte a mo t elticieut
l,a1 111 of workers. Th e principnl, Rev. \V. A. JJ1111ca11, is a, 'h •rokee, a is also 0111· of
the· ka ·hcrH, Mr. . , ·. , · \'])h •nH; uoth wern •ducat •d entirely jn t,hi nation. ~Ir.
G1·"rg1· ~!a, on tlH· otli 'l' t(•ach •r, is a native of tbe state of Maiue. Mr . Kate A. Calch,
tlu· 111at1on 1·01111•s fro111 tho state of Delawar •.
Tiu· fn11cls for tlw support of this institntioll eom1ist of 15 per cont. of the intt•rt
~\1,11nall_v a1·('1'nin~ 011 tllC' 'hc>rok<·o inves t,t,11 fotld:-J. Thi , tho11gh not a · yd ·11tli ci •ut
i_or all tlwy11rpo!<P, of tltt- a.·ylum, i. in reasing with every allclitiou to tb Cheroke
fo11d.·. It is al:;o th i11!1•11tio11 to •onu •ct with this asylnm a large fanu a11d Rollie -hop,
!h:L the: hoy.' lllit.Y Jparn Lobo farn1oni :uul mcelrnnie. . If in doing this pr.oper eco1111111y
J:,; 11 1•cl Ill th <'x1w1HliL11r of f1111cls, a,ncl the farm a11cl sl11,p::1 :Lr, earrit>cl on with 11t·r:?\.
aud_ c·1·011oll1 , tlwr • will bl' ample m 'll.ll to ·11p1,ort aud cdueatc all tlle orphan· in th
11at1on.
It i · the clp ir of th
h •rnk i. to mn,lrn their nsylnm n, mo<ld in. titntion of ic
ki11~l i to lll:tke it a. pln ·<• whPn' lb unfo1t11nate ·liilclr·u, wl10111 ;ocl ha d prinll of
tl11·1r 1~at11ral gnarclian , b1·lon~i1w to n,ny a.net all trilw1:1 of fo1li ttnH ·an find a. h11111
: ucl c11.1 11 y the ·a.re ancl instn11:tio11 oft •a. ·hrr. and trnanlian who am a.t 1me kind .IUl
) 11q1:i1hizi1w and fulls conqH't •nt to clii;charg<·
•ir d11ti · .
. .
.
1 rP.r-om1rn•1Hl 1 ha.t th·
·rn1uP11t n·11Cl1·r to th, 'heroki>c. PVNY facility po 1bl
1
for ·:11T.~ in~ on I hi. nobll. :111cl lmm:11w pnrpo.·c · that Jll('a, nrc.
takl'll to i111lm
l 1 ·r t1 th·. · wb hav au orphan futlll to uuit tb •ir m •au with thu of: th~ Ch rok
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in builclinrr np an orphan asylum which shall afford ample ac~ommoclation and instrnct,ion t'nr all their orphans; that where triues have no 1-nch fn1~tl the Go,,ernlllell~ ~ake
their fri1-rndless childreu a nd bring them to this asyluru, aud defray the expent,;e of tue:r
iustrnet.ion and 8t1pport at fixed rates, to lrn agreed np_on by ~be Cherok~es at!d tlie
Government. B.)' this lll eans :yon could gather many children from the wd_d tn~es of
the plains and the Rocky Mouutaius and place them here amo~g the_ mo_st I?tell1ge11t
Indians of the coutiuent. Iu fact, you could place them here rn au rnst1t~1t1~>11 v~here
th eir opportunities for improvement would be equal to_those afforded hf s~rrular 1~:-;t1tnt.ious in the States. They would still be among Iudians and have t lrnu rnstrnct1011s
from persons of their own race, and yet frol!1 pen;ons co~plet~ly civiliz_ed.
I herewith inclose tbe report of the snpenntendeut. :Brom 1t yon will see that the
asylum has now in attendance, as pupils, 43 boys and 47 girls; ninety iu a ll. Tile
course of study is all that can reasonably be desired in such an institution.
AGRICULTURE.

The industrial interests of the country a.re advancing gradually; stock-raising continnes to be the chief and most remunerative occupation of the people.
The Cherokees are each vear ta.kino· more aud more interest iu frnH cultnre. The
number who have this year set out ~rcbards is vastly grenter tlJan in any previous
year. The desire for orchards is increasing, au~ the faci~iti es for obtain~11g choice
trees are «reat,er than hitherto. Th e very low price at which the best grafced appletrees can ~1ow be h ad, will most certainly soon fill the nation with this frnit . .
.
The culture of cotton has been commenced in the southern part of the nat,1011 with
very encourao-iriosuccess. There are a few large cottou-growers, l,nt n10st of it is
0
beiug grown °by srnall farrrers. This season there is a prospect, of Yery fiue cotton
crops. This will bring money into the co1111trj, as no other crop will. I look at t,he
continued culture of cotton as a souree of permanent prosperity to the people. I shttll
do all in my power to encourage this urauch of industry, and to exten<l it arno11g t,he
J)eople as far north as the climate will admit of its profitable cnlture. It furuishes
that which has long been g reat,ly needed-a commodity from wliich the farlllers can
realize in cash a quick 1w,vard for their labors. Stock-rai sing, with r1ll its advauta,gp,s,
requires t.he fanuer to wait t0o long for the reward of his toil;to be depended on as
pri11eipal occupation of a people as poor as are the Cherokees.
One of tlie greatest necessities of the Cherokee couut.ry is a more diversified industry.
There is too great a port.ion of the people enga,ged in agrienltnral pursuits. If uy
auy means a great unmuer could be induced to take up the various mechaoical trades,
aurl thcrel>y fornish a borne m~rket for farm prorl nets, and in return fnroish the farrner
with improved implernentH, the aggregate prodnctious wonld be increased, while t.he
nullll>er of people engaged in farming- wonld b e dirninish ecl. Tims, I thi11k, th e people
wonl<l be stimu)aterl to greater indnst,ry, and far greater prospnity would result.
I refer to the statistical table herewith famished for a more particular statement of
the prodncts of the country.
BOUNTIES AND PENSIONS.

Claims for bounties and pensions for the Cherokee soldiers and their heirs are at
last in a fair way to be fiually disposed of, und er the provisions of the late acts of Congress.
· T he labor of making these claims, which ,vas thrown on the agent, has been very
great, and has seriously interfored with the proper discharge of t.he agent's duties in
other respeets. Tlrny will, however, soon l>e completed. I beg leave to recommend
that some action be taken to Jllodify to some extent, in the case of Indian soldiers the
Jaws and t.be rnlings with reference to deserters. My reasons for this recornmentb{tion
are ~ho following:
·
First. Ma11y of the Indian soldiers are marked as deserters unjustly.
Second. Owing to the fa,ct t,ha.t they spoke a different language from the officers who
k_ept th~ rolls,. ma:Jy of them. were <lee~ed guilty of a technical violation of regulat10ns with refereuce to <lesert10n, when rn fact no r:;uch desertion was intended.
Third. Many when sick or wonndetl had inerauical>le prejudices against being treated
by the surgeons of the Army, and were tnkcn away at their own request to be treated
by Indian doctors, and had no idea of being regarded as deserters.
Fourth. Many of them. when broken down or t aken sick on the ma;ch, fell out of
ranks aud were marked <leserters. Some of them died of this sickness. Others upon
r:covny, roporte<l to their companies, and served faithfully to the end of th~ war.
1 et many of both these classes a.re borne on the rolls as deserters.
:F'ifth. ~ome of those who, npou coming back to their companies, fonnd that they bad
1J~·,n d~opped as d~serter , wont back to t~e hills, joined independent companies, ancl
d1tl effec1,1ve service for the Government rn sconring the country, reportinO'the move!uent ' of the confe<lerate army, and in repelling marauding bands of the ene;1y. These
md pC11clent cornr~nies acted under the general supervision of the Army ofticers, and
received ammumt10n from them. Many who had unjustly been placed on the roll as
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cl
rter , together with Borne who bad real1y deserted, came back at the call of the
Prt' ·ident and served to the end of the war, and very properly have received honorable
<lii,cbarge .
.
Ju view of these focts, I think both justice and expediency demand thattbey recerve
the benefits of the bonnties a11cl pen , ions provided by Cougress. In further eupport
of the e recomu1e1:da,t,ions I refer to the cl eci8 ion of the Supreme Court of the United
tat in the case of United Stat.es, appellants, vs. 'rhomas H . Kelly. Decision renclt>re<l nt the December term of 187~.
I ueg leave to cull speci11l 0,tter1tion to the opinion of the Judge-Advocate-General,
whic!J Chief JnsticeChase, in delivering that decision, quoted as follows:
"Tue honoraule discharge of the deserter was a formal, final judgment, passed by the
Government upon the entire military record of the soldier, and au authoritative decla~R.tio11 uy it t,hat he had left the 1uilitary service iu a status of houor. That as snch 1t
clispen etl altogether with the impposed 11 ecessity that the soldier must obtain bounty
by re111ovnl by order of the charge of <lescrtiou from the roll!-!, and amounted of it elf
to t,he removal of any charge or imptdiweut in the way of bis receiving uount~·''
CRIME.

It lrnH been repeatedly cbargc<l that crime has greatly increase.cl in the Cherok~e
con11tr,v within tbepustfow years. This charge, I am cornpelleu to admit, is trne. It 1s
also trnc tllat the represelltatious of this increase of crim e have been ex:-iggcrated and
di 'tol'tec1. The di 'turum1ce- which occnrred at Coody 1s Bluff on the electiou day in
A11g11 't ll1-1s been grrntly misrepreseuted. It, was the oceasion of telegrnphic dis]Httclws l''l)re~e11ting the political parties of this nat.ion as arrayed in action and
nrn1ed hostility to each ot,h er. The facts in the case are that a set of bad men made
a wuutou at.tack OU one Jorclnn Jolll'l1CJ'Cake, a Delaware citizen. Their victim flt:id into
tlrn room where the votin g was iu prngreHs. Tile rnffians followecl hi-m into the room
flri11g pistol:s and m a king other demoustrations of violenee. The sherifPs force, who are
the em,todians of peace, did not interfere; tl1e votiug stopped; t,he jndges aud clerks
of ch•ction fled. No one, however, was killed. Journ eyeake escaped unhurt. Tue
,jn<lg'H an<l chn-ks of el~ction aft.erwarll got together and opened the pulls, and soon
after clmicd toe election. The d espenuloes then went to tl1e houses of Lwo peaceable
citize ll s, clest.royed fnrnitnro, 1.Jroke windows, aucl committed other depredation . But
the: men nre nrnm ·tai 11 ed 1.Jy a11y political party; none regret t,b e occnrrence more than
them •muen1 of the party to whi ·h the e men belong. 'l'ltcy were so ,n after a.rrested
uy a party of eitiiens an <l tnrned over to tbe sheriff. A part of them are now awaitin~ trial for tbe c crimes lwfore the Clrnrokee eo nrt, while others are in jail at li'oft
, '1uith, Ark., :twaitiug trial before the United States diistriet court for the we tern
di. ·trict of Arka,n a', on charge of other crimes previously comrnit,te<l. None ,vill defe11cl tl1t•msdn•s except, i11 a legal way uefure the severi-11 conrts where their cases are
to u1· tri d. This is auont all there is of t,he great war among the Cherokee , reported
hy teh,gruph nnd published t.hrnngbont the coun try . Alt,lwngh tlJis and other caRes
hav1! h1·c·11 exaggerated, yet thcfaeHemnins tbut cri111 e bus in ereu sed, that we are com·
pdl<•1l t<! d 'plor • ,t g reat •r in ec nrity of li fe a nd property. Thi s state of things re ult
largely fro111 the •. i tencc of orga,niz ecl cliques an<l 1mrtics, sa. itl to be pledged to dcfeud
•a ·h m<•tnlwr whe11 arraigned for tlH v iolation of l aw.
Iustan .C' bave oc ·nrre<I ,,·uere th ba st of cr im es hav(1 gone unpuni ·bed, apparcutl~· "" lllg to th· operation of sncb purties. \.Vitllesses have he •n i11tilllicla.ted, others
hav' lll'cn mu off o that th1·ir tl'i,;timo11y could not be outai11e<1. Truth ha· IJ en np1m•.-. <'<l. 011 th witnes. -stancl. Pnrticnlar friends of the •ri111i11al hav been placNl ou
thl' ,111111•.· to tr)· th •111.
'asc have oc· ·nn·ecl wher 11w11 h ave ueeu afraid to tt, tify
11~: 1i11 ·t: or •v"n. to chnrg1' crirn, on, those \\' ho are mot-tt cl •:trly guilty. Thi ha o •.
eurri·tl 111 thf' 1111cl t of a, p op] of wi<l<'•:pread intelli.rcn •e, where the great ma ' of
tit' p1•11pl1· n·tt<I 1t11<l writ rith r in h11gli h or Cheroke~ where se hools filJ toe land and
la1·••<: :11Hl aet1 • chnrchc ,;.·Lt. How to remecly this state of affair , I can hardly ay.
NITEI>

TATE

CO 'H.T.

my_n•por~ of In. t YNll' I r<' ·ommendecl that Congres

stablish a court of the
!11t1·rl , tat<' for th1· lllrlia.11 Tnritory, in accorcla11ce wit,h tlw treati with th nuiou
nh · '?n<·lucl ·din 1 W. I th •11 urged th following r•a ons iu support oftbat recomnw11dat1oll:
i nitf'cl ,·tnt<'. di. trkt conrt for the westrrn di.trict of Arkan n had
1 t . l'llllt th
Jll'o~·1·1l iL M to I gr ·ut ·xteu nu im1tnw1cut for the oppr s. iou of the people of tbi

t

I!1

11at1011.

~,I. 'I hu th op •r~tiou ?f thP. T, nit<'cl , tnte. clep11ty•r11ar hals connect cl with . ·u
·011rt \'1•n• th o · ·:i , 1 n. ~>f gr 'llt ·om plain among th, ltt•rok
; that tbt, hcrok
ri•g:ml1:rl tlw111 n. ''X(•1·c·1. mg n 11 111·p (l and or,pn· · iv nnthority; that tbt•y oft •11 ar11: t,·,l 111110c ·n 111pu an<l cltaggt•<l th 111 to Port
mith, Arie, ht•for, nit d , L1
• 11 1 · 1·omt on tlP 1uo fli111 y pr •t ·xt. Th •y w r, r •q nir 'lltO gi" bnil iu a stra11
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city, tbe ]:wgnage of which they did not understand, or in default of such bail were
iropri:-onecl.
.
·
h
:1<1. That, tbe laws of the United States to regulate trade and rntercourse with t e
Indians and the provisions of tren.t,ie~ wit.h said It_1dians co1;1fli~t wit,h each other. I
referrerl to cases of great wrong growrng out of this Rtate of thrng-s. I uow say that
ti.Jis state of things exists, t,hough during the past year there_have not oc?n_rred aH ma~1ycases of :fh1grant wrong as previously, owing prol,ahly to mcr~ased v1g1lance of tue
Department of Justice at Washington, and the constant ~ornpl_amts_oJ the p~ople, and
to a cba1we in some of the officials. Bnt the urgeut, necessity Eit1ll exists and 1s 111creasing daily for the creation of a conrt of t,he United States in the Indian Territory. I
therefore renew my recommen<lation of_last year, ~hat sue~ con~'t, li~ created by Congress at its next session i11 acc~1rd:1n?~ with t~rn Indw,11,, treat!es of 18(~~- I would, ??Wever, change my recomme11<lat10n of its loca!,10n from Fort G1liimn to Iah~equah. lal~lequab I regard as a location eminently smtn.ble for_snch court. The Cher?kee c~p1tol there is a uuilding finely Miapted to its use. It 1s a larg,e and comri:10d10~1s brick
bnilcling, with many rooms for offices, &c. Its use no donbt conl<1 ue outarned from the
council for such purpose until a building for the special use of such court could be
erected.
The council at its coming session will donhtless authorize the erection of a large and
strong jail. The use of t,his conlrl also be obtaiue~ until 011e can he built for the_exclnRive use of the court. Tahleqnall is a.lso pre-ern1uently a healthful place. It 1s very
finely watered:
fo couu ection with this matter I again recommelld that a can~ful revision ue made
of the United States la,vs to rt"gnbte trade and intercourse with the lucliuus. 'l'hey
were enacted mostly in 18:34, have ueen bnt sliglit.Jy amended since. In the mean
tirne the five principal natious in this Territory and some other tribes have rapidly
aclvanced iu civilization. Their conclit.ion is now greatly chauged, and these laws have
become in ·many rm,pects very unsuitable to tlwir preseut condition. Other tribes are
still largely uncivilized. Tbis great 1liversit,y in the condition of the various tribes
demands that correspvndiug distiuctions be made in tl1e laws applicable to them. It
must he apparent to all r eilt>cting persons, that laws suit.l:!,ble for .the govemment of
Kiowas, Comanches, au<l. Apaches would l,e very unsuitable fur the goverument of Cherokees, Choctaws, &c. Ag:1iu, there is now no trilmual whereci vil snit can be tried between
citizens of the United States arnl In<lians, or even where citizens of the Uuited Stat.es
are the onlJ' parties, if the canse of action arises iu the Indian TerritorJ'· There are
also 111 any crimes of which the United Srates court at present takes no cognizance. I
therefore urge t.he estauli hmeur,at Tahl eq uah of a court with sufficieut powers to meet
all the necessitil:'s of the con 11try. The most important thing of all is to have tbe offices
ofjnuge, district attorney, and marshal filled by men of such high probit,y that they
will uuder uo circuw1:1tauces prost.itnte their offices to oppress the people.
TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT.

· As the scheme for the organization of a territorial government for the Iodian Territory i:,t ill continnei:, to be agitated by tLe press throughout r.he States, a coutinued
anxiet,v exists relative tberet,o amoug the Cllerokee people. Of the oppol:lition to snch
territorial government I spoke ~tt longtll in my last annual report. (Set-1 report of Com~
missiouer of Inclia11 Affain; for 1872, page 2:36.) During the past year th ere has been
bnt, lit.tle moclificatio11 of that oppositio11. Tl..le great ma,ss of the people of every class
regard tbe orgauizatiou of a t,erritorial government with aullorreuce. Quite a stro n<,.
rn!uority are iu favor of tlrn Ocmulgee constitution , as passed uy the graud couucil c:}
tn~es w_llic_h asse111bl ed some t"'.o Y<:ars ~go at, OcLDnlgee .. 13nt th_e majority are opposed
to 1t, pnnc1pally, perlrnps, for fear 1t will lead to otl1er rnnovat10us, and finally uring
auont a territorial government. Even the minority fasoring the adoption of that
constitntion in its ori~iua.l form are oppose(! to it with the modifications and amend~
ments recommended by the President in his message submitting said constitution to
Congress for ratification. The masses are also opposed to having their lands snrveyed
ancl allott,e<l iu severalty. Tneir reasons for such opposition are fat. The fear that the transfer of title from the nation to individuals might be constrned as weakening said title, alld snch coustruction rn1gbt be forced upon them.
2d. Tliat, if the title to lands were ~ested in iuclividnals, the iguora.nt aud improvi ~
dent arnoug them would soon sell t,heir landl:l, consume t.he proceeds, and impoverish
the111selve and their farni lief!, and their posterity ever afte r be rendered landless a11rl
~omelt"ss; that, in case tlley were unrestricted as to part.ies to whom they conld sell
1t would prove the means of introducing a white population which would soon over~
rnn the Cherokees; that, in case theJ' were p ermittt>d to Hell only to citizens of the
Cberokee at.ion, their market would be so restricted as to greatly dirui1Jish the mar~
ket-value of their lands.
:3d. In view of the existence of charters to railroa1l companies, grnntino- them
alternates ctions of the Indians' lands whe~ever the Indian title is extingui;hcd, 80
arranged tliat one company gets the odd sect10ns and the other the even sections, they
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fear to ,li::;t,urb their title as at present sih1ated, lest it be construed as involving such
ext i11~niHlrnient of title to a part of tlleir lands, aud thuH the couditi011al grants macle
to ntilroa<ls l.Je pnt into effect. This would entail great Joss m their landed iuteresr .
· Tit ''J' lHt\·e an i 1: HtinctiYe prej11dice against Sl-!Ct,ion,ziug Janel, coustu.JJt.ly associatiug it
with u territolial goverulllellt, and tlle iutrouuctiou of a white population to overwhclrn.
There are, lrnwever, so me points on which the Cherokees dPsire legislation by Congress. The tinst a,U(l most impnrtaut act which tLey desire is the nuconditioual repeal
of all acts granting lands ju tbe Iudian conntry to railroad companies, to take effect
wht'n ti.Jc ludian title is ex:t,ing-uished. These grants tlrn Cherokees regard as nujn . t
all(} 11nwarrnnter1. TLey hold that the land was and is theirs, bought and paid for, and
held l.Jy patent, and t!Jat tlie Government Lad neit;hcr moral nor legal right to give
away, conditioually or ot!Jerwise. They. therefore. demand the imu1ediate arnl unconditional repeal oftlw laws making such grants. Should a diilicult.y arise, growing ont
of tile repea l of these conditional Jand-grnnts, the Cherokees demand that tbe Government settle tbat difficnlty witll the railroatl coLnpanies in such a manner as in no way
to jeopardize or compromise the interests of the fotliaus. Tliey claim that these conditional land-grants were Dla<le wit,hont their conseut, and contrary to their will, and
that it is the dnt.v of the Government to r elieve them ent.irely of any complications
that may arise ont of the courli t.ion of affairs 1.Jrougbt auout l.Jy these condit.ional landgrnnts. They also desire s nch l<•.gislat iou as will secnre to the Clierokees the paymen t
at an early day of a fair price for al I lands west of the 96° \Ye8t lougi tnfle, npon whi ch the
Cherokees h:we agreed t,I.Je United States may set,tlc otller In<li-ans. The first step
toward 0 ·et,ting tbe C!Jerolrnes to cousent to tbe a!lotmeut of their lands in severalt.,·,
or to the adopt,ion of t,he Ocmn1gee corn,titution, or other cbang-e iu tbeir government,
is tbe repeal of all actH_ granting their lands to any parties whatever. TLis I regard
as a necessary condition; without this they will searcely con icler the question of
allotlll e nt or change i.n t!Jeir government.
I bave the houor t,o be, very respectfnlly, yom obc<lient servant,

JOHN B. JONES,
TJnitecl States .A ge11 t for Cherokees.

Ilon. E. P. SMITTT,

Comr11is1Sioner Inclian -4.ffafrs.

17.

U.S. I NDIAN

AGENCY JrO R CHOCTAWS AND CHICICA8AWS,

Bo9gy Depot, C. N., October 20, 1 73.
Sir: In compliance witb yonr instrnction s, I submit th following a the annual re·
por1 oft b coudi1 ion of the Choctaw nn<l Chickasaw India us for tho year 1873.
B<•cn.111;e of tile large extent or territory occnpied by these natious-1.Jeing about thre1•
linn<ltt>cl miles aRt and west b;y ou e hnn<lretl and twenty north and south-it has taken
rno1·t\ time and Ja,hor than I expected to obtaiu the ioclosed statis tics. This is tLe rea011 of the la te <late of my report:
. I ha,P fonnc1, as my e:,;tiniate shows, that the 11,monnt and ldud of prodncts are qnitc
cl1tlcn•11t, from those r eported last year. The growth of cotton, wheat, barley, an d oat ·
has larg1·ly incrc'a8ed. These nations bave mnch more wealth auc1 am ma,kiug more
prog~•ps:,; in agriculture tban they bave li Prnt.ofore !wen accredited ,yith. Th<',Y are
op1·11111g n<•w farmR, hnilcling thonsancls of rod:,; of fence, arnl preparing in 0\'ery w:nto <'Xh•1Hl tlH'ir ag-ricnHnrc. They are not limitoll, a. formerly, to the crop of corn
bnt an• uow rai . i11g cotton, wheat, barley, oats, &c., with good sncces .
. .
Th ·r<' has not been mnch chan<rc in their edncatioun.l systems or opporlinn1t1 ~.
hrrc arc senral more schools in ach nation than rPportecl l,t. t y ':tr. The progre ·~
of th<> p1111il8 ha8 b ·en in accorrlance with the character of t,he teacher . Tho teacller:-;
arc· .·,:l1·c• tprl h,r thP offi ·ns of the nafions in all tho schools except pencer Acar1 emy
and I'\· IIopr• l<'Pmalc, Pmiuary of the Cbocta,w r ,ttion . A lar(Te p;trt of the t ache
of the otlll·r sc hool.· ar · unlit for thei r positions. The fnncls appropriated by th Chi cka , w • ion are s11fl) ·ient to support goocl sc110ols, hnt through incomp e t<>nc.,· of
many of th' 11':H'hf'r. I s progr . 8 is ma.cl, than slwnld be. Tho fnnc1s of the Choctaw
' :iti01_1 Al'<' not o lar1re · hnt, mn h of theirs used in :,;npport of ueicrhborhoocl . c~iool
1101 .• l1ltlP goor1, h ·c·:111 . e tlwy ha.vr. poor t<>aclwr:,. A mnjority of the officer appowtc
01· PlPdPrl to talw c:h,trgo of he . chool8 a11rl so!Pct th o t o:u: h L
·rs a.re incompeteut for th
lntif' of ~lu•ir om <'., and h nee poor tca.ch e r. nncl poor 1,cbonls. If there w<>re few r
r•lw >I . '·1th c lm·at •cl tC'a ·hPr~ i;c1cc·tN1 for in ta,nc , hy som mis. ionary board. or
0 !h••r c·ompr.t n
anthority, thero wonlcl be mnch more moral religiou and <In ·
t1011al prn~n• in tlH· e natiom,.
~ luch c i. ati faction ba~ 1J 1l ~x pre . ed by the hocfaw Tation because the con·
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tractors with the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railway Company have been cutting
ties and timber and shipping them out of the Territory ~ithout any auth~rity or
license from the nation. Individuals of the nation would claim to own a certam tract
of timber land, and sell the timuer to these contractors which really belonge~ to the
nation. A few individuals would thus receive the pay that should have gone mto the
treasury of the nation. The railroad company claims that it has, by its charter and
the treaty of 1866, the right to purchase and use ties and timber necessary to build its
road; and as the Choctaw Nation did not provide a .way to purchase the same, therefore the railroad company purchased, as best it could, of individuals of the nation.
Although such matters create dissatisfaction wit,h the major_ity of the. nation, yet they
peaceably await the action of the railroad company to settle any claims for ties or
timber whicfa by mutual consent were not claimed by or paid to individuals, and
which I expect the railroad company will soon settle.
The peaceable character and law abiding disposition of these people I think must excel that of most Indian tribes. They seem as ready to have their private difference
adjusted by their courts as do the ~hite people, and they treat with the utmost respect all the wishes and commands of the Unitecl States Government. Their laws-are
few and not generally well executed, yet in most cases they respect each others rights.
I have been very much pleased with the religious interest manifested by them,
especially by the Choctaws. They attend religious meetings, and seem anxious to .
know the truth, and many of them, members of churches, appear to be living Christian
lives.
Some of the freedmen are improving farms and accumulating property. They seem
very well satisfied iu all respects, except the uncertainty of their right to vote and
the want of any educational opportunities for them. The honorable Secretary of the
Interior decided that they clea,rly had a right to vote, but the disposition of the Chickasaws and C.:boctaws has been to oppose it, and the freedmen have therefore not voted
for fear of offending them. The freedmen seem very anxious to have school privileges,
and say they will furnish school buildings if by any means teachers and books can be
obtained for them.
As I stated in my last monthly report, I hope some provision will be made to meet
this want. I wish the Choctaw and Chickasaw people could see that it was for their
interest to educate these freedmen and thus prevent crime and secure the general
welfare of society.
The subject of surveying the lands of the Choctaw Nation, and having them allotted
to mem bers of the nation, has occupied their miuds more than any other subject
since my arrival here. A large :numbei· of these people are in favor of this measure.
I believe all the Chickasaws are in favor of it. Some of the Choctaw leaders have
represented to the lf?SS enlightend part of the nation that they will lose the title to
their lands if they are surveyed and allotted. They also represent that there would
be no protection given them against the occupation of their lands by the whites when
they are surveyed. They forget the assurances given them in the treaty of 1866, and
remember only that they had to leave Mississippi ag-ainst the wishes of some of them.
I think the number is increasing who favor dividing their lands; and I hope it may be
done very soon, and in accordance with some plan approved by themselves. Many
difficulties arise because the title is in the nation, but in a certain sense claimed by
individuals thereof, and ( as in the matter of the ties herein before mentioned) the individual takes advantage of any want of action by the nation. If the lands were owned in
severalty by the members of the nations, each would jealously guard his rights, and
all would unite in protecting individual interests against intruding whites. Besides
each would be stimulated by the other in increasing and making his property valuable
and drawing from it all the profits he could. Thus the nations would be enriched in
proportion as the members were thriving, and religious and educational advantages
would come to them through the means of their wealth.
·
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. PARSONS,
United States Indian .Agent.
Hon. EDWARD P. SMITH,.
Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

18.
CREEK AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,

September 30, 1873.
Sm: In compliance with the duty imposed upon me as United States agent for the
Creek Indians, I have the honor to submit herewith my report of affairs at the Creek
agency for the year ending September 30, 1873.
37 I
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I a urned cl1arge of this agency on the 1st day of May, of the present year, relie,in<T my c,flicient predecessor, F. 8. Lyon, esq., who for more than two years bad labored
faithfully for the best intere ts of tl1e Government and tbe welfare of the Creek people, ev •n to the sanrifice of his own interests, both socially and pecuniarily.
I found the re idence of the agent to consist of an old worm-eaten log-house with
two rooms, neither of which were latherl or plastered, corresponding (to draw it mild)
with those inhal>ited by the poorest farmers in Posey County, Indiana. This building
is tSitnated in the center of a com-field, with no trees or shrub berry of any kind around
it to relieve the barrenness of the prospect, or to furnish shade during the intense heat of
summer.
I receiYed very valuable assistance from Major S. G. Vore in regard to the condition
of affair at the agency. Major Vore bas been in this country aruong the Creeks and
adjoining tribes for the last twenty-seven years, and is a walking encyclopedia of Indian hi tory, and I desire to express my thanks for information and assistance. I
fon11d the Creeks divided into two factions by reason of political differences, which bad
existed ince the late war, and which, at one time, bad nearly culminated in bloodsh ,d and civil strife. A special comrrdstSion appointed by the Hoo. Secretary of the
Interior having investigated the causes of these differences and made tbeir report to
the Interior Department, a decision was pending.
Di covering signs of agitation among tbese two parties, which was being fanned on
on side by irresponsible white men, I called the attention of the Department to the
fact, and urgently req nested that the decision above referred to be at once promulgated, which was promptly acted on, and the Checote or administration party recogniz d a th ruling power, and to whom allegiance was clue; which decision was widely
di semiuatcd by me, arnl its purport and meaning fully explained. It bad a mo t
happy ·fleet. 'l'be di affected or Sands party at once accepted the situation, and sent
th ir r 'pre entatives to the nation's council, and came in and took part uo<ler the regular government ; thus forevel' setting at rest these unfortunate difficulties which
bav can ·eu this people so much trouble and expeuse.
GE EUAL CONDITION OF THE CREEKS.

Th g ncral condition of the Creeks financially is much improved since the last annual r<~port from this agency, an increased number of acres being under cultivation,
ancl a la1•1r r amount of tock being rnised. There are now about thirty-one thousand
acr
f rr u11d tilled, (out of 3:215,469 acres, the number contained in the reserve,)
on whi ·b bave be n rai eel 500,000 lmshels of corn, 100,000 bushels of wheat, 75,000
bu, h ,J of p tatoes, ancl about 5,000 bm,hels of other vegetables. They own about
15,000 b ad of hor es, 3G,OOO bead of cattle, and 10,000 head of hogs.
Th gr •ate t ob tacle that eems to lie in the way of a more e.xtensiYe cultivation of
th oil, , ncl the raising of stock, which l1as and will continue to be their mean of
liv libo <1, i the want of an example for them to follow in tliese pursuits. If the Go,·rnm nt could rnn a model farm on the section ofland which it has reserved by treaty
on whi h to r ct new agency l.mil<lings, which farm could be carried on without the
xp •11ditme of one dollar by the Government, outside of the amount required to tock
it with m d rn farm imp] •ment , tlie les ons taught and the example given by thi
ot rpri o would b of more mat rial advantage to the Creeks than anything that
oul 1 b thonght of, and would place them in a condition to compete with the white
farmer, with whom they will evid ntly soon have to come in contact.
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nual expense of nearly $10,000, are located in different parts of their e:o~ntry. The
school-buildings are simply log hovels, without proper or even passable s1ttrngs, desks,
or other furnitnre, and but few of them are furnished with maps, globes, blackboards,
or other aids found in the poorest schools outside the Territory among whi_tes or ~l.acks.
There is a manifest need of some system of books among these schools entirely d1fterent
from those now in use, and also of a much superior class of teachers than now employed.
The majority of the adult Creeks cannot speak English, and their children, with
o-reat difficulty, learn to read and write English, and even then without comprehending the meaning of it. Save a few hours in the school-room, all their association and
conversation is with those who cannot speak English, and is a fatal barrier to progress
in their studies.
The amount of money now expended by the Creeks for these neighborhood schools is
simply a waste; and I would earnestly recommend that the Government insist on a
radical change in the entire system of education among these schools. Among
the most important changes made should be the establishment of a normal school, •
for the purpose of furnishing teachers thoroughly trained, and permitting only
the graduates of such an institution to teach in their schools. In the mean time, or
until the normal school could fnrnish these teachers, the necessity should be met by
those who are intrusted with the management of the school-funds, by rernovip.g the
present incompetent teachers throughout the nation, and supplying their places with
efficient, capable teachers from the States.
This subject, I conceive, should receive from the Government, in its capacity as
guardian, the most careful consideration, as, in my judgment, advancement in civilization by these people can be obtained only through the school-room.
TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT.

In view of the probable erection of a territorial government over this territory, I
deem it proper to give my views on this subject, and the light in which it is looked at
by the great majority of the Creek people. It is apparent to every intelligent man
that there is a need of some laws that will apply to all in the Territory. The establishment of United States courts is an imperative necessity. The intercourse laws should
be overhauled and amended so as to meet present demands, and the question of jurisdiction clearly settled.
As the signs of the times Heern to indicate the erection of a territorial government over
this country, it is but right to say that the people of the nation are almost unanimously
opposed to the measure, because they look upon it as only the first move to deprive
them of their last resting-place; a move that will open upon their defenceless heads
a flood of evil that will only cease when the last of their race have disappeared; a move
that will fill their beautiful and fruitful country with white men who will be too numerous to be removed, ancl then the Government will pay them for their lands at the rate
of thirty cents per acre. These are their fears and their reasons for opposing the measure, ancl no arguments or assurances can make them think differently. They claim, also,
the rights guaranteed to them by treaty where they are assured that no such government shall be erected over them without their consent.
If Congress does pass these laws making this country a Territory of the United States,
great care should be taken to throw around the Indhm such safeguards and protections
as will prevent the disposal of their lands to speculators, or the overrunning of their
country by white settlers, t,hus realizing their worst fears. But our Government, with
an almost illimitable supply of other lands, will not permit these to be realized.
With a stable government to protect them; with United States courts among them
to deal out justice to all; with missionaries and schools working among them, they
will soon take their stand, dignified by labor, and enobled by learning, among our free
people, the peers of all.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. R. ROBERTS,
United States Indian Agent.

Hon. ED,YARD P. SMITH,
Conirnissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

]9.
SEMINOLE AGENCY, Septembe;r 1, 1873.
SIR: Since my last annual report the Seminoles have uniformly sustained their former repntati~u for morality, steady and peaceable habits, industry, and success in their
agricultural operations. There is an evident improvement among them in everything
pertaining to a higher status of civilization; and with proper management there seems
to be no reason why they should not, in a few years, attain that condition of civiliza-
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tion and moral and intellectual comprehension of duty and responsibility which would
qualify them for becoming honored and worthy citizens of the Uuited States; an nd for
the accomplisllmentof wllich every effort of both chnrcll and state should be steadily pot
forth. But tbe consummation of this desirable condition of this people will be retarded
in the ratio of the increase of a white population among them, embracing, as it doe 1
many individuals whose conduct is not sustained by the laws of any civilized country.
Many of the whites seek a residence among the Indians, where there is no law to restrain them in tlrn gratification of their evil passions; whose manner of living show
that they have no conception of responsibility to the Father of us all for their violation
of laws, human and di vine, and whose teachings, by precept and example, are demoralizing even "to tho noble red man" in a state of nature.
In order to make the efforts to civilize and christianize the Indians successfnl in the
shortest time and with the least expense, none should be permitted to live among them
whose priuciples are not in accord with these designs. Penalties should be attached
to laws of Congress, prohibitiug whites from liviug among the Indians unless by permi ion, and enforced when violated. An act of prohibition without a penalty is of no
practical account.
The e men ha,ve produced and are still producing troubles and dissensions among
the Indi~u1s, and are endeavoring, and with a measure of success, to alienate them from
thos who are most interested iu their temporal and spiritual welfare. Their example
. and teachiugs are in direct opposition to the humane and Christian policy of the Governm ent. It would not, I think, be cousi<lered a usurpation of authority, nor as dictating to conscience, to prohibit the entrance of such men, and their consequent practice of evil, by statntcs and penalties, since it is the purpose of the Government to regain
the confidence of tile Indiaus by a generous and honorable intercourse with them, thus
acquiring access to their better natures.
Notwit llstanding the unsettled state of affairs connected with the present reservation,
they have made some enlargement of tlrnir fields and improvements in their hon e and
other bui!clingR,, and have planted a greater area i11 corn, potatoes, and rice, than in
form r years; bnt, ou account of the cnlti. vation of the crops being preveotecl in the
early part of the season by the wet weather, more perhaps than of the drought in the latter part, the yield will not be more than half as large as it was last year, or not more
tba,n half a crop. Tho rice crop will be very small.
.
It i. •vid •nt from the anxiety of the Seminoles to obtain work, their willingne s
and their adaptability to various kiu<ls of work, t,hat, lrnd they the induce1nent of a
pro. p<'ct of remunerative pric for their labor, or of securing a market for the pro<luct of th oil, they would labor sLill more diligently and succe fully a agricnltnri ·ts. IL il:l tho prospect of realizing so mething more than is merely n ece imry to
suataiu lifo that er ates iudu try, and stimnlates and brino-s into activity the oergie
ancl in ventive faculties that lie cloruia,nt in races of mon who have never had any
motive to labor, boyoncl the necessity of satisfying their pre ent wants.
ioce tho agency building was commenced, tho 10th of July, some cli ati, faction
lias beeu prn<lt1c d, becanse all who rnac1e application clicl not obtain employment, and
those wuo clid outain it appear sorry that their lauor is abont ended ther •, the lrnilding beiu " now nearly fini sh d. To say that "the Indiaus won't work, aucl c:m't be
ivilize<l any more than the wild buffalo of the plain s," is equivalent to ~~ying that
11 ~ not made of the same blood as tho re t of the human family, with hand not only
de 1gnc(1 for, but so nicely and ad111ir:1l>ly adapt d to la,bor, ancl witll au intellect
capa!>lc of cultivation and expansion, nabliug him to comprehend tll benefit and
blef!. lllg attending tho high r attainments of civilization, and their superiority to
•u tom and manners approaching thos of the lower order of animal . Many of them
ha"'. • a k •cu •r p rception, and a higher appreciation of the clnti s of civilized Ji£ ancl it
:riptm:al r:c1ni ~' "!11ents, than some of tl~o e who would degrade them to th onditioo
o1 man 111 111. or1gmal £ rm, a a .. um •<l rn the Darwinian tlleory.
Tll , anitary condition of tlrn eminoles bas been very good dnring the pa t year:
ancl, although on or two valuable 111 n died during my ab eoce la t wint r there
ha.v h(•«:u E·w r death than in peevious year . Mnch suffering from di a '0 and protra ·t 11 illnc · ~ia. b en pr vent •cl through the means furnish cl by th Dep, rtment:
ancl, although I m?r aQ. th labor :incl cnre of th agent, it i till a ource of pl •a ore
to know !ha~ good 1 h mg accomph hed for them tllrongll thi m an .
Y nr <11. n L chool bave b en in succ ssfnl operation during the la t y ar · and
altb ugh th a_ t ndaoc_e bas not_ b n as good as in former
ar , th r ha. been no
ab~t ·m •11 of mtt•~e t m clucat1 n on tbe part of cith •r par nts or biltlren ; bu .
v nty of th p t wint r, ancl oth •r can e that could not b obvia ed
owin r t th'
. h. 1rnml n in • t. nclat1c' d_nrino- th wint r wa very small. The com in
ion
1 1, to 1,_, !~op cl will op a with hrightcr pro. p ct. for tll
eminol childr n.
.
'I h · 1111_ 1_011 ·h ol wa u. p ncl cl on th 1. t of Mar h, on account f th r i<Tn, 1
f tlu. 1111 • 1onary R v . .J. R. l am. a,,, ncl will prohahly not b r nm tl the omin!!
mbarra . ed stat of th Pr byt rian Board of For i_
Y • r, lll ·on • 1n nee of th
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Missions, from which all the funds f9r defraying the expenses of the mission and school
were derived. But in place of this, I hope to be able to start a school at the agency,
which will answer all the purposes of a mission school; for which I have enga,ged a teacher
possessing all the qualifications requisite to make _a first-cla~s mis~ionary teacher,
mainly throuo-h the efforts of the Seminoles, a room 1s now berng bmlt, 20 by 30 feet
in size, as a b~sement to the church, for school pur_poses, and will be. ready for occupancy in about on_e month. This is one of ~he most 1mporta~t _enterpnses eve~· undertaken by the Semmoles, and I trust there will be no lack of spmt and energy displayed
until it is completed.
The Seminoles still protest against any form of terri~oria_l governm_ent, en3:cte_d _by
Congress, that would in any of its departments, leg1slat1ve, ~xecut1ve, or Jud1mal,
include citizens of the United States. They maintain that their people are not yet
prepared by education, nor by a desire to abandon their ancient form. of government,
to submit to any authority but that of their own people; t_hat to force upon them 3'.ny
form of government with which they are wholly unacquarnted would be destructive
to the prospect they have of ultimately becoming fitted for citizenship of the U1;1ited
States; and that the result would be equally injurious to their hopes if the territory
were to be opened to white settlement.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY BREINER,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. EDWARD P. SMITH, Cornmissione1·.

20.
QUAPAW AGENCY, IND.

T., Ninthrnonth 15, 1873.

ENOCH HOAG,

Superintendent Inclian Affairs:
In accordance with instructions of the Department I present herewith my annual
report of the condition of this agency. The progress of the various tri lies under my
care during the past year has been good, though perhaps not so rapid as I could have
wished.
All the tribes have worked well in farming this season, but owing to the very dry
weather and the ravages of the chinch-bugs their crops are cut short, not over half a
crop on an avera,ge. Still all, except possibly the Qnapaws, will have a sufficient
amount of grain for home consumption, and possibly some to spare.
Considerabl6 additions have been made to the amount of land in cultivation by all
the tribes; though, owing to some extent to the limited numbers able to work in some
of them, the additional amount improved bas been small. The Eastern Shawnees in
particular have but a very small number of able-bodied men in their tribe.
The" Black Bob" Shawnees, who are living on the reservation of the al>ove-named
tribe, are not making very rapid progress in farming; partly, I believe, in consequence
of the uncertainty of their condition, not knowing whether they will ever be enabled to
acquire :1 right to their homes, and partly owing to the shiftless and demoralized habits contracted during their wandering and homeless lives. Quite a number of their
children have been induced to attend the Seneca, Shawnee, and Wyandotte mission
school, where their progress and conduct bas been such as to lead to the hope that the
rising generation, at least, of the "Black Bobs" will be useful and honorable people.
It is important that the necessary legislation may be had to sell the reserve of this
people in Kansas at an early day, so that they may be enabled to get a permanent
home. The Eastern Shawnees, though not actively opposed to education, were on the
first opening of their school very averse to placing their children in it; but by the
exercise of much care and persuasion I have at length induced nearly all the children
of proper age to attend, and many of the parents are much interested in the progress
their children are making.
The Senecas from being, with a few exceptions, at the time of making my last annual report, bitterly opposed to schools, are now, except a small portion of one band,
decidedly favorable, and, I believe, on the approach of winter, quite a large addition
to the already respectitble number of their children at,tending school will avail themselves of the present good opportunities for acquiring an education . They have been
tolerably successful in their fanning the present season.
The Wyandotts have had a year of prosperity and have made considerable improvements in their farms and bnilclings. '!'hey have kept the greater portion of their children in school most of the time during the past year, and they liave made good progress.

582

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

The Ottawas have continued to do well. Their farms have been well cultivated.
Their school has also been well attended, and has given good satisfaction. Great lo
will resLtlt to the cause of education and civilization in this tribe if. for lack of means.
we hall be compelled to close this school. The confederated Peorias, &c., h ave broken
out and prepared for cultivation a large additional amount of land this season. The
Miamies wbo are confederating with them have also done well for the first season in
the country. A trip across this reservation plainly answers the question, "Is the Indian susceptible of civilization f'' in the affirmative. The improvem ents they have
made in the last three yearn and their continued efforts show plainly that, with proper
encouragement, much can be accomplished.
Th e Quapaws are, I believe, gaining. Some additions were made to their area of
land in cultivation this spring; and many of them show a diepositiou to do more than
ever before. Their school is in a very encouraging condition. The greater portion of
the children of a suitaule age to attend school do so, although they do not yet fully
appreciate the importance of regul arity and punctuality. This, I think, can be overcome with care. With all our discouragement the present average is better than those
best acquainted with them hoped for. They have a much larger reserve than is needed
for their use, or they can ever put in cultivation. I think much greater benefit would
accrne to them if at least half of their land s could be disposed of to some other tribe,
and the money they would bring used in improving the remainder. The efforts and
labors of A. C. an d E. H. Tuttle, in chargti of Qm1paw mission, have been of great
benefit both to the children and adults of the tribe.
I wish, as soon as practicable, to have buildings erected and a mission school opened
for the ben efit of the confederated Peorias and Miamies. The present day-school
among the Peorias gives good satisfaction and is accomplishing a good work; but I
believe that more can be reached and a more permanent impression made by means of
a boarding scllool than in ar1y other manner.
Dming t,he past season I have bad farms opened at each of the missions in thi
agency. That at the Quapaw mission was fenced by money appropriated by the chiefs
from funds belonging to the tribe. I paid for the plowing out of the" civilization fund."
I got a portion of it plowed very early and had about sixty acres planted in corn, beans,
pnmpkins, and various other kinds of garden vegetables. Notwithstanding the. unpropitious season audits being" sod ," qnite a valuable crop bas been raised. The school
has b en supplied with vegetables a ll summer, and a considerable amount will be left
over for winter use.
In pursuanr1· of an agreement made with the Ottawas that they should fence forty
acres for a rni :-, ion farm, providing tlie Government wonld do the plowing, I had the
breaking do111,, bui.; the tribe failed to get the fencing completed. About ft vo acres ha Ye
been cultivat d tllis season, and have produced quite a supply of vegetables, &c., for
the nse of the school. I hope to have an fenced in time for a crop next year.
The Wym1dotte council donated a sufficient amount of their national funds to pay
for£ ncing 160 acres for a mission farm at the Seneca, Shawnee, and Wyandott school.
I had eighty acre plowed this summer, bnt owing to the dry weather and some other
adv rs circumstances the crop will amount to bnt very littfo. I had not expected
v rs mnch from tho sod crop as it seldom amounts to much except under the mo t
favorabl e , nrronnc1ings. Still enough has been done the present seasou to show that
rn the fnture much of the expense of carrying on the schools can be met by the prod11cts of th farm , if we can be furnished sufiicient means to properly stock them. A
goo1l up ply of milk cow in particular would be of great profit; hogs, also, will pay well .
. Th agenry lmiWings at t,his place are very old, aud afford a very iuadequat~ protect1011 f~o111 th weath r auring the wintn; and, in ummer, owing to their faulty cootrnctrn11, an, nucomfortably warm. It is es ential to the h ealth and comfort of th
ag o and !11 family that an appropriation should be made for the speedy construction
of more n1tahle hnildings for th r sid n e and office of the agent.
Alth ongh tl1cr bas be n con ic1erable diminution in the amount of drnnkenne
arn~ng the~ ln11i~rns, y t th <lifilcnltics which exist in enforcing the pre ent law
~grun
_<>ll11!g wl111-1key to th m by tl;i citizens of the towns along the border rende
1 w~ll mgh _1rnpo,,.·ihle to obtain a conviction for this offense; y t I believe the public
. nt1m cnt of th b tt r cla s of citizen i improving rapidly. I have, after long conmu cl 11011 . _, 11 ~ d cl in g tting two of the. w rst ca e in Baxter prin . placed
nnd r bond for th 1r app aran eat tbe n xt term of the United State court at Topeka.
I bo11 bat thrit· onviction will r sult iu fricrhtening otllers en<Tao· din the nefariou
b
e, b
traffi .·o tl,at tlw.~ wm abandon it.
ry r . p ctfnJJy,
IT. w. JO TE '
Unitecl talcs lnclian ..lgc11t.
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21.
SAC AND

Fox

AGENCY,

Ninthrnonth, 1st, 1873.

I herewith submit my first annual report of the Sac and Fox Indians under my
charge.
.
.
Numbering about five hnndred, they are locatecl on one of the most beautiful
reservations in the Indian Territory, amply sufficient in ex.tent to accommodate all the
detached bands of the tribe in the Yarions portions of the country. It is claimed, upon
pretty goocl authority, that about two hundred of these Indians, under ~o-ko-ho-ko,
a disaffected chief~ still remain as 1,clgrants in the Stat,e of Kansas, bemg excluded
by treaty provision from participating in the annuities of the tribe while away from
their reservation. Also a few lodges stillremain in Iowa, confederated with straggling
bands of Winnebagoes and Pottawatomies, and although the Sac and Fox portion of
this confederation cannot number more than eighty souls they are allowed, under this
arrangement, to draw annuities from the common tribal fund for about three hundred
persons.
That portion of the tribe who have removed to the reservation, and are under my
charge, are prospering in their agricultural and eclneatioual interests. A mission
school and boarding-house, provided for in treaty, httve been erected and are ready for
use, and competent teachers have been secured to take charg·e of the children who
manifest a disposition to avail themselves of the opportunity of education.
The number of our fields have been increased and their area enlarged during the
year, and these Indians are now encouraged in the belief that they are settled upon a
a permanent home, to which they invite for settlement the straggling bands of the
tribe now wandering elsewhere, and particularly that portion confederated, as above
stated, with the Winnebagoes and Pot,tawatomies in Iowa, who are, without benefit to
themselves and to the detriment of the people of that State, drawing quite too large
a proportion of the annuities of the t,ribe, and making up their scanty subsistence by
a regular system of begging from door to door, among their white neighbors resident
in Iowa.
The Absentee Shawnees under my charge are in a prosperons condition. They number nearly seven hundred. They all live in houses provided by themselves, and
generally have cultivateu farms. They subsist themselves, with the oversight of the
agent and some assistance by way of agricultural implements, &c. Their educational
interests require attention. A good school, established at the expense of the Government, is well supported and is flonrishing; bnt the house and facilities are entirely insufficient to relieve their necessities. I would recommenrl that $7,000 b e appropriated
by Congress for the erection of suitable buildings for a mission school for these deserving people, and that $5,000 annually, for a brief period, be appropriated for the sn pport
of the same. The effects of an institution of this kind established among a p eople who
appreciate the need of education and will improve every facility afforded them, who
have no annuities, no assistance provided by treaty, cannot be overestimated upon the
wilcl t1·ibes who surround thern. They are peaceagle, loyal, aud indnstrion s, and a liberal
outlay on the part of the Government for their education is bnt just, and is but a short
avenue to the civilization of the wild tribes above, mentioned, antl will be found to be
strict economy in the management of Indians.
Very respectfully,
JOHN H. PICKERING,
United States Indian .dgent.
EN0CII HOAG,

Superintendent Indian Affa'irs, Laim·ence, Kans.

22.
ERTEEMED FRIEND : My

OSAGE AGENCY, I. T., Ninthmonth, 1873.
fourth annnal report ,of the Neosba agency is herewith sub-

mitted.
My ~tatistical account of the populat~on of the Osages taken from tbe spring enroll!Ilent 1s 2,823. Last year the number given was 3,U06, yet I believe the tribe is cm tbe
mcrease, the true number being about 3,500. It is almost impossible to obtain a correct census.
Early rn the current year a delegation of the Kaw Indian s, with commissioners
Stanley and Spray, visited the Osages with a view of selecting their future home in
t~is reservation 1 as p~ovicled in Osage treaty ofThirdmonth, 1872. The requisite arnonnt
of hmd was chosen from the northwest, corner of this reservation and the boundaries
determined by the commission rs .
. Having bee~ to much expense and trouble in procuring a good machine for thrnshmg and cleamng the crop of wheat harvested by the Osages, from the fifty acres sown
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ju their former reservation, I was ruucb nonplussed to :find. that a Cherokee named
Jo eph Bennett had taken possession of the crop and was tbreshing and wasting it. I
notified him to desist and quit the premises, but he refused to do so, claiming the improvements and crop under Cherokee law, which provides tltar "intruclers" sballloo ·e
their crops and improvements. Tbe occupation of the Cherokee country by the Osages
for a sbort time by mistake, yet by authority of t,be United States Government, certainly should not place tberu in position of intruders. I trust the Department will
instruct the commissioners who are to appraise the Osage improvements, as provided
in treaty of Thirdmontb, 1R72, to ascertain the probable amount of wht=1at audits value
taken by tbis Cherokee, a11d alww the Osages a credit for tbe amount on the lands purchased from the Cherokees.
Thy invitation to the goYernor and cbiefs to visit thee at Lawrence, was regarded by
those who had participated in depredations on persons and property on the plains as a
trap to get them into pri son . The governor and some other leading men could not be
induced to go; :fifteen chiefs and beau-men consented. This their first ride on the cars,
three <lays' stay in the city of Lawrence, visiting the schools, shops, and other places
of interest, the plain and emphatic talk they bad from their superintendent in reference to depredations on the plains, the encouragemen t they received for good conduct,
made so deep an impression upon their minds that they are now the principal leaders
in their uands in favor of civilization.
As the reservation is large and very broken, not admitting of dense settlement, I
have made five divisions of it, viz:
Names of divisions.

Agency . ____ .. ____ .. - ___ .. _____ . ____ .. _____ . - _- - .. - - - - - - - - Bird Creek. _____ . ____ .. ____ .. ___ ... _________ .. ___ .. ______ . _
Hominy··---··----··----··----·-··· ____ ·-···--··---··-----·
Salt Creek ....... __ ... ___ .. ____ .. _____ . ____ .. ____ .. ______ . _.
Little O ages. _____ ·---···----··----··----···--·----·.·----·

Population.

400
350

1,000
1,000
750

No. of acres
planted.

225
345
200
300
1,120

Each division is in cbargA of an· efficient farmer and assistants, who reside at a station most central ·and con veuient for the Indians in bis care, where are kept oxen,
plows, wagon and other farruing implements for general use in that division.
Th e agent visits each station as often as practicable to see how the work is progressing and advise with farmer ancl chief:::1 }1S to their necessities and futt1re operations.
This method bas worked admirably, brin ging all the Indians to some extent under the
in:flueuce of the agent. 'J'b ese divisions are being provided with necessary dwellings
for th employcs at th e stat.ion s, no1rn of which are nearer the agency than fifteen
mile , and ome of them nre fifty milPs from each other.
Immediately after the payme nt in T enthmo nth the tribe went on their winter hunt,
ex pt those who had llO poni es and a few who staid on the reservation to try and ac<Jnir civilized habits. To these I agreed to pay $2.50 per huudred for rails split by
them and laid up in a gond st.akecl au<l ri<lered fence inclosing prairie suitable for cultivatiion, I promi : :1 i1w to break all they would tbus inclose for tl.Jeir own use. It wa
nee ary to pay them in order that th ey could obtain means to support their familie ,
oth rwi it w ulcl have been nece sary to issue rations, to them, which would have
:I troyed all incentive to labor. :B ifty-eight blanket Indians accepted and went to
work ory the abov proposition, splitting and laying np in fence about eighty-one thouRan l ra1l11, tb u npporting their families and acquiring skill in labor; bnt what i still
u tlPl' th y bav' now a spot of gronncl th y call'' borne," which they prize very highly,
a.ucl bav n~ thonght of again returning to the chase.
I wa <1mt lat in the pring when the focli ans returned from their winter hunt.
~lmost ,, ry family then select d a claim and de ired to have prairie broken for farming purpose. . Although I pnrchas d s veral more breaking-team and bir <l other to
hr ,ak an 1 pl w, I wa.s nnable to me t their urgent d mands. At lea t eleven hundred
~. r '._ lrn_v~ \J :-n hrokc:n and eight bnnclrcd acr s plowe<l for them. There are about
,).3 fam1h, in th t!·1he; of th · 209 have IJOW plowed land from one up to eighty
n ·r · c·ach · th, re_m:t111cl ·r houlcl h imilarly provided for next spring. The corn an<l
;' •g,•tnbl ~ rop th1 s a:011 far xceecls that grown by tbe O ages in any form r y ar.
_rh ~o~· rn r, arnl, 0111 · of th h(J,\cl-men who have been very con ervative, now find·
111~ tbP1r p opl almost unanimou ly iu favor of farminO' are advocating the ame in
conn ii an<l in privatc,.
n•
Th •r • ar ab!111 wp]v thon an l ponies in the tribe, and a proposition to xobanrrc
.o.m of tl~em fo1 , to k-cattl<' i favorably nt •rtain <1 by tlJose cle. irin<,. to quit a roYiu
Iif.,. J ur11irr th xtr m c·olcl of' th pa. t ,vinter many of the Indian offer d a O'f at
flpa) fr?tn pn<'_nm nia! can. d uy their canty clothing and their en tom of ,v ari11g
m :c·~ in . win h during th w t w , th r, are . car ly any prot ction to the£ t bu ,
b)• h •111~ ·on tantJ~, w t, f'ngP1Hl1·r pnlm nary di. a e . I hav a ur cl th ervic of
: oocl_ hoPmakPr, and , numl, r f th m .1re now w ar iug boot and hoe , be demand
£ r wlu ·h far ·c ] th upply.
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The large number of Osages 3:n_d their ~~attered c~ndition wh~n. on the res~rvatiou
make it impossible for one physician to v1s1t all the sICk and adm1rnster tu their wants.
A young half-breed of fair education. and intel_ligence is n<;>w studying medicine _w~th
the physician, and renders good servICe as assistant 3:nd rn~erpreter. The phy_swrnn
furnishes his own conveyance and forage. Most of his patients are twenty miles or
more from the agency in different directions, rendering his lab~rs very oner?us. The
increasing demand for his practice can only be met by the erect10n of a hoFJp1tal at the
agency. I inclose his views on that subject.
The labor in the blacksmith-shop so increased that it became necessary to put up an
additional forge, which has been in constant use; _two of the workmen are Osa~es .. One
or more wheelwrights (Osages) h3:ve been busily employed ~he _greater part of the .
season. The services of the gunsmith (an Osage) have proved rnd1spensable.
.
The saw-mill was put in operation in the latter part of Thirdmonth, and has smce
been running almost constantly in order to supply the native lumber requir~d in the
agency buildings, and by the Osages for finishing t?eir log houses, and makmg _ru~e
furniture for them. Excepting the sawyer and engmeer the labor at the saw-mill 1s
performed by blanket Osages. The machinery is of the best quality, and the building,
41 by 70 feet, is a substantial frame structure with stone -foundation. The grist-mill
machinery has been purchased, but the building bas not yet been erected. ~ substantial and commodious barn with stone basement for stables has been built for
agency use. The other agency buildings are being put up by contract. The agent's,
physician's, and blacksmith's dwellings, the warehouse and blacksmith-shop are all
inclosed, but none of them yet completed. About half of the work is done on the
church and school-house. The last-named buildings are of good quality of sandstone,
an inexhaustible supply of which is easily obtained at the agency.
Sabbath-schools, evening schools for spelling, and meetings for worship have been
carefully fostered and attended by most of the employes and some of the Indians.
Last Sabbath fifty-four persons took part in the scriptural exercises, forty-five recited
texts, and about one hundred attended religious service. The moral tone at the agency
will compare favorably with the most refined neighborhoods in the States. Every employe is expected to perform missionary work. · Among them are found ministers, elders or deacons, and active lay members of various religious denominations. Thirtythree Osage children have been in attendance at the Catholic school at Osage Mission,
Kansas. The boarding-school building at the agency will soon be in readiness for
pupils.
.
A superstitious custom prevails among the Osages of taking the life of an enemy ·
soon after the death of a friend or relative, founded on the belief that the spirit of the
departed cannot rest until a sacrifice has been made for them. A son of one of the
head-men of the tribe went in mourning on account of the death of bis wife, aud led
a party of young men to the plains seeking for a victim. They met Es-ad-da-ua, chief
of the Wichita Indians, hunting buffalo, near the salt plains. They professed to be-:
lieve be was designed by the Great Spirit for them, killed and scalped him, then returned to the reservation, when the customary scalp-dance was had, then the mourn..1
ing ceased.
The information soon came to this office of the murder of the distinguished chief,
which was supposed by his people to have been done by the Osages. The Osages, fearing the consequence of this rash act of their young men, and apprehending an attack
from the Plains Indians, collected together for defense, thus greatly impeding the operations of those who were endeavoring to put in crops. The chiefs and leading men
severely condemned the act, and sent a letter to the Wichitas, offering satisfaction.
A delegation of thirty-eight Wichitas visited this agency soon after, and accepted from
the Osages money, ponies, blankets, guns, &c., to the amount of :fifteen hundred dolla;rs, as compensation and satisfaction. One of a similar mourning party soon after
killed a white man on the plains, but was also mortally wounded himself. This cust?m. bas, with the Indi~ns, all the sacredness of a religi_ons duty, and I apprehend more
v1ct1ms have been sacrificed by them than was heretofore supposed. Information can
now be had, through the employes at the different stations and confidential Indians, of
the forming of those parties, which require several days' ceremony to perfect, and, by
persuasion, gifts, and threats, all of them have since been broken up. The usual
amount of depredations by the Osages on persons and property have not been committed on the plains this summer, which can be largely attributed to the presence of B. K.
:Wetberill in their camps and on their lines of travel; a part of his duties being to keep
mformed of the location of the different bands while they are on the hunt, ·and investigate any depredations they may commit, so that remuneration may 1le promptly paid
by the guilty party, and to make them feel that the eye of the Government is constantly upon them.
The Osa~es returned from their summer hunt prematurely some weeks since, on account of one of their men being attacked and severely wounded by a small party of
AI:apahoe&; his horse was killed. They are waiting to hear from the chiefs of that
tribe whether the act is condemned or not, and are willing that friendly relations
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should still exi t if satisfaction is offered; otherwise they propose to retaliate. I have
no doubt the difficulty can be peacefully adjusted.
The Osages regard the recent valuation of their reservation at seventy cents per acre
as a plaiu violatiou of the promises of the Government which guaranteed to them a
home in the Indian Territory on lands that should not cost them more than fifty cents
per acre. I presume this will not be questioned by any citizen who attended the various councils held with Osages by the Indian commissioners on that 8object; but, aside
from obligations plain and implied, the land would certainly not be valued above fifty
cents per acre by competent persons after seeing it.
At the payment in Sixthmonth two prominent Cherokees, C. N. Vann and W. P.
Adair, were in the camps of the Osages for several days, counseling them to sign an
order on the honorable Secretary of the Interior for the sum of three hundred and
thirty thousand dollars as payment of a claim for alleged services rendered the Osages
in procuring the defeat of the treaty made by the Osages with the L. L. & G.
Railroad Company; also for procuring the passage of the act whereby the Kansas
Osage lands were taken in trust by the Government to sell at one dollar and twentyfive cents per acre. Those who have a right to know attribute the defeat and success
of these two measures to other agencies. The treaty was withdrawn from the Senate
by the President upon the report of the superintendent of the Central Superintendency
after a council with the Osages on the subject. The act referred to was a part of the Indian
appropriation bill, passed July 15, 1870, having the approval of the President, his board
of Indian commis ioners, Secretary of the Interior, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the
chairmen of the Senate and House Committees on Indian Affairs, and all of the leading
men in Congress, aud all the philanthropic and earnest friends of the Indians, because
it was an act ofjnstice, plain ancl uncovered, requiring no corrupting influence to make
for it hopeful and constant supporters.
I interviewed these Cherokees to ascertain the nature of their services. Not obtaining
the d sirecl information, I requested them to desist importuning the Osages, interfering with the business of the chiefs at the agency, and give me an opportunity to investigate their claim, and, if it was just, I bad no doubt the Government would authorize
the payment of it. This was met with a1;. implied threat in that if I would let them
alone they would let rue alone. I openly advised the chiefs in council not to sign any
agre ment nor commit themselves to any amount until the officers of the Government
could ascertain whether these Cherokees bad performed any services for them. or not.
everal of the chiefs refrained from counseling with them afterward; but through
:p rsua iv influences, that were generally believed in camp to be improper, several
chiefs w r induced to sign such an order, after the Cherokees bad reduced the sum to
two hundred aud thirty thousand dollars. No member of the Little Osage tribe of any
po ition signed th order, thus preventing the document having any binding force on
the tribes. A half-bre d of known integrity bas left on file in my office an affirmation
stating that fnlly one-half of the names affixed to the paper were not present, and many
of th m bav siuce informed me, after hearing th~ir names bad been attached, that they
had not authorized any one to do so, and it was done against their will.
Aft r these Cb roke s bad left the agency, the half-breeds proceeded to get up a remon strance whi h the masses of the tribe appear to have si~ned, including all the
head-men of the Little Osages and most of the smaller chiefs ot' the Great O ages. At
a ubsequ nt council b ld about the 25th ultimo, Watianka, the leading spirit favoring
th paym nt of the Cherokee claim, informed me that he under,;tood the sum to be
two thou and thr hnndr l dollars instead of two hundred and thirty thousand dollar , and dcsir d those who had not sign d the order to sign the remonstrance and prevent the paym nt of tho claim. At that,, foar out of the six principal chiefs of the
band i rning, did . ign a revocation of their or<l.er, and requested the Departm nt to
antb r~z th ir snperintendent and agent of the Cherokee and O age~ to investigate
th . la1m of those 'h roke for service , and pay what they deemed jn t and right;
w~1 ·h requ
I hope will be regarded, such being the cool and unhia ed wi h of the
tnb

p ctfully,

n

I. T. GIBSON, .Age1it.
upfl'intend nt Indian Affairs.
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~r,u•cnE AGE cY, INDIAN TERRIT RY,

Eighthmonth 30 1 -3,
with the Department requir m nt , I ubmit m_y
arily fractionc 1, as I b ve onl. been i 11 b rCYe of tb1.
1 h r late in the Thirdmonth, and took barge the 1 t of th
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Fourthmonth. Durin()'the first month of my administration I had a great many visits
or special calls from the Indians, ~,nxious to ~ecome acqua_inte~ with ~heir ne~ father,
which afforded rue the opportnmty of formrng and cult1vatmg_ th~ir acquamt~nce.
Many of them were also drawl) hither, expecting_s..Q.QJJ.j;o meet they:_kmdred a~d fr1~s
wen eld as prisoners in Texas, -wnose re1.ease had been promised them, provided they
complied with certain requirements made of them by the Department, which they professed to have fn lly done; henc~ [ they J felt t~at they ~ad a ~ight ~~ expect their friends,
but had to wait far beyond the time set, the K10was bemg still waitrng. The Qua-ha-da
Comanc women were fortunately not u~State control, b ·-ng !_i-eli by th~ mi]i~~..Y,
and their detent10n beyond the time se'i; or rern
woufuseem to liave een unavoidable, as transportation was scarce, a.pd just at the time of their being en route an
abundance of rain fell, causing the streams to overflow their ban_ks and v~ry much
impede the travel; t.heir release -w:_as..a
t three months after the t!~e proIIllse_d,...and_
though much of it could be accounted for from unavoidable causes, still the anxiety_ of
£he Indians to see their friends made them very restless, and filled them with
surprise. On the 10th day of j _x thmonth, the train, in charge of Cal>~• Robert
MacClermont, arrived at the agency, having one hundred women and children on
'"'board, wlio were received by me, and on the following day turned over to their ,friends
at the close of a very pleasant and satisfactory council. Captain ~acClermo1;t
deserves kind remembrance in this report for the faithful and t nergetic manner m
which he discharged the duty imposed upon him. The l{iQwas have not been as
fortunate as their red brothers in receiving their friends, but through the long
months of spring and summer !rn,Y-.e ad to wait and quietly nurse the fe~lingfiJ)f sus~nse which one disappointment after another would: crea;te-;-,md- amid- it all, tlitmgh
asWfld as the wildest, as a tribe, still, the better-disposed have been able to hold in
check or p erfect control the more evil, and I may truthfully inscribe here that, notwithstanding the seeming failure on the part of the Government to make good its
solemn promises to its wild red children, they have not failed on their p~o make
good in eve_&.y particular all the requirements of-them, and to-day eserve the commendation of the world for their benavior m tlie face-of so much and such gross disappointment as has been heaped upon them.
Notwithstanding the season was much advanced when I came, I had plowing and
planting done for a number of Comanches and two Apaches; had their fields substantially fenced; and had not the season been so dry they would have had a very good
yield of corn. Some of the Comanches went the :nselves into the field and worked,
while others were better satisfied to send their wives to represent them. The Apaches
were very attentive, working themselves with the hoe. Apache John, a chief, is especiaily deserving of mention; be worked hard, had all the weeds hoed out, and, in addition to his corn, has a fine crop of watermelons, some of which he has brought mn as
a present. It was a very nice sight to see one who a few months ago was regarded as
a wild and dangerous man drive up in his wagon (I had given him one) and unload
from it a number of fine -melons of his own cultivation and ra.ising. Truly his case
affords encouragement for others, and gives renewed hope to the philanthropist that the
day is corning when the wild red man of the plains shall become civilized and a tiller
of the soil or follower of other industrious pursuits. The Delawares have very good
crops; their loca,lity has been more favored with rain; they are much further advanced
in civilization than either of the other tribes of this agency ; thefr number is but few.
A large nnm ber of the Comanches, a few of the Apaches and Kiowas, have become
~nxions for farms or fields next year, and I feel encouraged to believe our list of
~ farmers will be largely increased with the next year.
"vYhen I took charge, I told the Indians in council that I had come among them as
,_Jlieir friend, and desired us to live together as friends. As a proof of my confidence in
them, I 4ad the_ soldiers .wJ.loll! I found on duty removed, and relied upon them to conduct themselves in a peaceable and friendly manner; told them with their help we
?ould make this a peaceable country to live in. I desired them to abstain from raidmg or stealing. The chiefs promised me assistance; said if their young men would
not listen, but ran off and stole horses, they would bring in to me all they brought
back, and I could restore them to their owners. A shw-t time a o I reminded the
~omanches of their promise-told them I had heardsome of their young men aabeen
_!__Il Texas and brought back a number of horses. , Within two wee'.Ks from the time I
SJ?o1rn to
em, fifty-two head of horses and mules were e u:ereu o me asnaving
'b~en stolen from T exas since I came in charge as agent. I did not make any threats
of stopping rations, or anything of the kind; simply reminded them oi their promises,
and appealecl to their better natures with thevefy atisfactory result referred to.
T~e present condition of the Indians is very hopeful. I do not think any very large
~odies have gone raiding thus far this season. Small parties of Comanches have raided
mto Texas, an d some of them have been reported as gone to Mexico. The Kiowas, I
am s:1tisfied, have none of them raided any, but have remained on the reservation
awaiting the retnrn of their people. The Apaches, too, have remained quiet; they
seem very anxious to settle down and become farmers. Their situation at present is
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unfortunate in being divided-part at the Cheyenne ancl Arapahoe agency and part
at this. Being all one tribe and kindred, they should all be at one agency.
The situation and location of this agency are bad. The ag8£!.£YJ)ffice and _commis_saries are oo--the-m:!:tl::tltry_reservation, and one and three-fO"l!ff.ns mil.esffoffithe shops,
mill, and farm. Water hasTo1ieli:'auled from Bluff Creek, a distance of one mile. It
would be much pleasanter were all the affairs of the agency situated more together.
We are also in need of many conveniences and necessaries, such as a bakery and
hospital.
Our boarding-sch.ool closed the last of Sixthmonth with a very satisfactory examination, commendable alike to teachers and scholars.
homas C. Batty has not been very successful in keeping up a school organi,rn,tion
I among the Kiowas, though much encouraged to believe he will get them to allow a
ll'~]J.lar school this fall ancl winter. Thotlgh not permitted by circumstances to teach
their children in regular school during the summer, he bas accomplished a grel3,t deal
of good among them, exerting an influence for good which is very perceptible upon
those with whom he is most intimately associated. Among the_ many difficulties of the
country ou the frontier, as we are, the peddling .of whisky by unprinciple~ is one
of the greatest. Horse-stealing also causes us a greataeal of trouble; being so near
the Texas border, it affords an opportunity to quickly get beyond our jurisdiction.
Another great trouble we have to contend with is to get witn.~ to g_g__0 Fort Smith
to appear in a case ; the expense is several~dollars more than tliefees ; hence many
parties who, under ordinary circumstances, would give information by which culprits
might be apprehended and brought to justice, decline to do so for fear of having to go
to Fort Smith as a witness. By special police I have apprehen.d ~q._a,~ted some
whisky parties, wasting upon the ground almost a barrel of very poor Texas whiskey;
have also recovered a number of Indian horses, and restored them to their owners.
Altogether I may say our prospects for the future are very encouraging, and I firmly
believe if good faith is kept with these people, that the day will come when they will
cease to be a burden to the Government, will become self-sustaining-with the spear
turned into the pruning-hook, the art of war no longer learned, and the sweet name of
J_ us spoken and loved by many, the elevating and redeeming influences of civilization exert its power among them, their nomadic lives be changed to that of tlrn settled
husbandman, with pleasant associations around.
Iu closing this hastily-written ancl imperfect report, I desire to return my sincere
thank to the superintendent and his chief clerk, Cyrus Beede, for the very great
a i tance they have rendered me, in the trying times through which I have bad to
pa , Neither would I be unmindful of the debt of gratitude I owe to Him, who bas
~ept m~ as in the hollow of His hand, guiding me by His Spirit, to whom be everlastrng praise.
Respectfully,
J. M. HAWORTH,
United States Indian Agent, Kiowas and Cornanckes.
ENOCII HOAG,

Superintendent Iridian Affairs, Lawrence, Kans.

24.
UPPER ARKANSAS AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,

Ninthmonth 1, 1873.
FRIEND : In compliance with instructions ancl the regulations of the
lndi n Departm nt, I submit the following as my second annual report of the Indian
nnd r my charg , to wit :
~ PECTED

TRE ARAI'All E ,

ill rank fir t i ad pting the way , manner , and customs of the whit "
remain u as a tribe peaceable and friendly, although some of their
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young men have shown a disposition to be impudent and saucy when mingling with
employes and other white men in the vicinity of the agency.
.
The main villao-es of this tribe were located duriug the forepart of last wmter on the
Cimarron River tnd its branches, small streams extending up into the southern portion of Kansas where the buffalo were plenty. Here they were visited by hordes of
dissolute whit~ men, who engaged quite extensiYely in th_e whisky _traffic, and ~o
such proportions did this trade swell that I was compelled, m early wmter, to obtam
assistance from Gen. Jno. R. Brooke, commanding Camp Supply, to arrest and remove
not less than thirty white men; and quite a number of ranches- were captured, and
some fonr hundred gallons of whisky and other spirituous liquors were destroyed;
and soon after, at my earnest solicitation, the whole tribe removed on to the reservation, and quite a profitable winter's bunt ensued.
Early in the Fonrthmonth the Arapahoes began to arrive at the agency, and by the
15th the whole tribe were gathered within a mile of the agency, and began prep3'.rations for their big medicine, which was afterward held on the North Fork, three miles
east of the agency, in Fifthmonth.
·
On the first of Fourth'month, 1873, Jno. F. Williams, agency blacksmith, left the vicinity of Camp Supply with Powder Face, an Arapahoe chief, and seven young men of
his band, as witnesses summoned to appear before the grand jury of the judicial district
of KaLsas, then in session at Topeka, Kans., and through his untiring efforts quite a
number of the aforesaid whisky peddlers •were bound over for trial at the next term
of court. But as this matter was fully reported in my monthly report for J<'ifthmonth,
1873, I deem it unn ecessary to speak of it further here.
After some time spent in endeavoring to induce the Arapahoes to select sites for
farms without success, I bad the large agency field, situated east of the agency,
plowed up and divided up into small sections, and to ea.ch band a small lot was assigned as a corn-field and melon-patch, but with indifferent success. (For full particulars, see statistical report of farming, hereto attached.)
The Arapahoes remained at the agency until the latter part of the Seventhmonth,
when the main villages, under" Left Hand" and "Powder Face," left on their fall hunt;
the remainder of the tribe followed about the 10th of Eighthmontb. I visited them
in camp n ear Supply on the 25th ultimo, and by frequent tntercourse hope to avoid
last year's experience in the whisky traffic.
THE CHEYENNES.

In this tribe not much change has taken place for the better except that, as a tribe,
they have remained friendly and, most of the time, have remained on the reservation,
having only visited the agency from time to time to obtain rntioos and annuity-goods.
"Big Jake," '' Whirlwind," "Little Roue," "Ma-nino-ake," "Big Horne," "Red
Moon," and perhaps two-thirds of the tribe, visited the agency in Sixthmonth and
staid ab-out a month, but they soon grew tired of the locality and moved off up the
Canadian River.
Only one depredation can be traced to this tribe during the past year, and that
rel ates to the killing of the four surveyors on the Cimarron River, on th e 19th day
of Thirdmonth last, which occurred the next day after the introduction of a barrel of
whisky into their camps, and while fifteen .hundred Indians were drunk, and, no doubt,
was partly in revenge for the death of some Cheyennes that were killed up on the
Canadia.n River by so me United States soldiers. I apprehend that if I had b een able
to notify the Indians of this agency of the presence and intentions of the survey party
in time, and had been furnished th e police force asked for in my laAt annual report so
as to keep improper characters out of the country, the above killing would not h~ve
occurred.
It is mnch regretted by all, ·a nd by none more so than the chfofs and head-men of
the Cheyenne tribe. They are at present encamped on the Wolf River, southeast of
Camp Supply, in the neighborhood of the "Antelope Hills." I visited them on the 20th
ultimo at their vill~g:es, :1nd while p eace and hospitality abounded I was pained to see
traces. of ardent spm_ts rn ca!llp, a11d _was sorry_to learn that whisky in considerable
quant1t1es has made 1ts way mto their camps from toward New Mexico by Mexican
trading "outfits."
The nomadic habits of this tribe of Indians is an effectual bar to their civilization.
ANNUITIES.

Owing to some mismanagement in the shipment of the annuity-goods for the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, they did not reach the agency in time to do the Indians much
good, many of them not receiving them until late in the spring.
They consisted of the usual articles and were issued to Arapahoes, at their urgent
request, in bulk, while to the Cheyennes the same method as reported last year was
ad).iere<.1 to. I _would s~y in thi ?onnection ~hat the calico was very much damaged by
bemg so long m transit, and berng stored rn leaky store-houses. I also desire to ac-
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knowledge the receipt of a box of goods for our mission-school, from the Women'
Aid 8ociety, iu Philadelphia, Pa., containing many articles essentially necessary for the
school, which are not furnished by Government.
SCHOOLS.

The progress of our school has been very good. We have not the past year been
able to secure the attendance of any Cheyenne children, so that our school is mainly
compo eel of Arapahoes and half-breed Arapahoes. During the time when the tribe
was located at the a,O'ency we were full to the utmost capacity, sometimes as high a
seventy scholars bei~g present; but as the bands leave the agency the children go with
them, and having no restraining power we are compelled to abide in the patience and
watch the school clay by day d wiodle away, until at the present time but &ixteen scholars are left. Those who have attended have made commendable progress, and we have
faith that in the end our efforts will be crowned with success. For further information
see statistical report on education and Superintendent Trueblood's report, herewith
in closed.
INDIAN FARMING.

We have made some little progress in the way of farming. "Big Mouth,"" Yellow
Hor e," "Tall Bear" and some minor chiefs have made a beginning-some ten small
patches of ground being planted and tilled by Arapahoes, comprising about sixty acre
in all. The work was but imperfectly clone, and the drought and grasshoppers have
materially lessened the results; but we feel encouraged to believe that the attempt,
small as it is, is but the beginning of greater efforts in the future.
We have broken no new ground except about ten acres broken and fenced separately
for Big Mouth, the remainder of our Indian farmers being located in the large agency
:fiold that is situated about one mile east of the agency.
We have raised about 150 acres of corn for the agency; 95 acres more were planted,
but the drought and grasshoppers have effectually destroyed it. Of the 150 acres reported,
we can expect uut little over half a crop.
Thirty acres of oats were sown in early spring, but dry cold weather coming on, the
seed rotted, and the ground was replowed and planted in corn.
IMPROVEMENTS.

\,Vo have added some improvements to agency-buildings since last report. We have
Ji11islwd the mi ·sion-building, and erected a commodio us drug-store and a consultatiou-rou111 for the phy ician-a builuing that wo have needed very much heretofore. We
l.utv in addition erected a house for Big Mouth, and another for" John Chalk," an
Arnpuhoe brave, wbo has t.aken the lead of his trib~ in manual labor. Having worked
faithfully at the agency the past two years, and seemed deserving of sowe special
attention, it is my intention to fence him a small farm adjoining his house, and give
him some cows in the srring, should he still hold out faithful, and evince a dispo itiou to do for himself. We have also remodeled most of the buildings for employe ,
lathing and pla tering tho rooms, aud putting in good cellars with permanent stone

wall.

ur f; ~cos hav~? _en to renew the past spring, as the immense herds of ponies that
are k l?t. m the v1c1111ty of the agency make it extremely difficut to keep good feuce .
In addition to ~he forngoing, a small farm of ten acres bas been fenced for Big Month,
and a sub tautial stockade corral and pig-pen built adjoining his house; also a well
dug.

SANITARY.

.
hot, dry weather experienced .in this country the pa t Slll:'1-1ckne and a number of deaths have been recorded. I would agam
r P tfully urge th nece sity there is for a substantial hospital-building at this
g n '.
.Fr m forth r a (Jnaintance with this people I am satisfied that much of their superti iou · ' 1!1 _cliciu '. practice are dying out; and giving way to faith in the white
dic1u • I rnclo c report of physician for fnrthcr information on this subject.
CIVIL LAW.

in regard to civil law amon •
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I would respectfully call the attention ~f the Departm~nt to th~s subject, and ask
that proper legislation be had in the prem1~es. I also desire to ag3:m urge.the Department to furnish me in some way with a police force, to operate aga~nst Indian outlaws,
white horse-thieves and whisky-peddlers. The descent on the wh1sky-rauches on the
frontier of Kansas iast winter, elsewhere referred to in this report, has_ inspired t~e
denizens of that section with a wholesome dread of consequences that 1s salutary m
the extreme, and must be maintained.
CONCLUSION.

My further acquaintance with these Indians emboldens me to say that the progress
made during the past year in the avenues of civilization are encouraging, a~d leads me
to the expression of my firm belief of the ultimate success of the peaceful pohcy. Work
of this nature must necessarily be very slow, and requires at times deep and abounding faith, and an entire reliance on Him who doeth all things well.
We must first gain their confidence; and, in order to do this, they must know by our
acts that we are interested in their affairs, and then they will be more ready to accept
good couusels. To this end, it has been my practice to visit them in their distant
camps to couusel with them on various subjects, in order that they may become better
acquainted with me and I with them.
.
Please accept my grateful acknowledgments for assistance and kind co-operation
extended to we while conducting my official intercourse.
Respectfully,
·
JNO. D. MILES,
United States Indian Agent, Cheyennes and Arrapahoes.
ENOCH Ho.rn, Superintendent Indian Affairs.

25.
WICHITA AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,

Ninth-month 1, 1873.
As required by iIJ.~sructions from the Indian Department, I herewith
submit my fourth annual report.
Although this is my fourth annual report, I have been officially connected with the
agency bnt about three years, my commission being dated Eighthmonth 21, 1870. The
autumn of that year being one of unusual rains and freshets, but little could be done
during the time toward commencing business for the new agency. Some provision,
however, was made of a temporary nature, during the fall and winter, for the protection of animals and property, and preparation was made for an agency-house ; but
our work was not fairly under way till the following spring. It will be recollected
that there were no improvements of any kind on the reservation; in consequence of
which my family and all th'e employes, when they reached the settlements of these
Indians, were exposed to great hardships during a cold and unusually stormy winter.
The Caddoes, Delawares, and Ionies were all living in ordinary skin or canvass
lodges or rude wigwams covered with mats or gr~ss; the Wichitas and kindred bands
having built grass houses, in their own peculiar way, were more comfortably protected.
During the three years mentioned, ending Sixthmonth 30, 1873, there ha~ been
expended by the agent, in improvements made for bettering the condition of these
Indians, the sum oi' eighty-one thousand two hundred and eighty dollars an,d sixty-two
cents ($81,280.62) of the appropriations made by Cougress for " colonizing and supporting Wichitas,n or au average of twenty-seven thousand and ninety-three dollars
and fifty-four cents ($27,093.54) per annum.
It would be impracticable to enumerate all the improvements that have been made
upon the reservation and exhibit the various articles purchased for carrying on the
affairs of the agency here, but the mills with their fixtures, the farm implements, and
tools for the use of the different m~chanical branches which have been necessary for
our advancement, the shops with their equipments, the stock of animals necessarily
procured, and many other things, in addition to the buildings and other improvements,
are in good condition and still represent the greater part of their original value.
The Indian houses now on the reservation, built of logs or lumber furnished them
from the saw-mill, number over sixty, and other improvements have been extensively
made in the way of fencing in pieces of land, some of which amount to large fields of
ten, fifteen, and twenty acres, and, in one or two instances, fifty acres are thus inclosed
and the land is under cultivation. The fields have mostly been fenced by the Indians
themselves; but generally the ground has been broken at Government expense. In
ruany cases the Indians have been assisted in building their houses, and a large amount
of lumber has been furnished to them for doors, door and window-frames, floors and
DEAR :FRIEND:
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other pmposes, and shiugles have been sawed for them for roofing. Ctipboar<ls, table 1
bedst •ad ', benches ancl other articles for fornishing their houses are constantly in denrnnd, and large numbers of them have been made at our workshops.
In comparing the amount expended with what bas been accomplished, I think it
will appear that the sum is a small one, when we consider that our situation is so remote from ra.ilroads or other means of transportation and travel, except by roadwagons, and that we are among uncivilized people.
During tbe year there have been extensive additions made to the machinery at the
mill, and a lathe has been introduced, by which turning can be done for bedsteads
and other furniture required at the schools or for Indians, and the work can be done
neatly and expeditiously. A commodious building has a lso been erected for a blacksmith shop and wheelwright shop, with adjoining rooms for farm-implements, &c., and
also for articles needing repairs.
The boarding-school house, referred to in my last report, was ready for scholars in
the early spring, having been :finished in a neat and substantial manner, and bas given
general satisfaction to the Indians. 'l'hey met in c0uncil at the time of opening, and
encouraged the children and one another to make the best possible use of the advantages thus offered them for obtaining a good education. The transfer of the scholars to
the new uuildings occurred on the 28th of Thirdmonth, and the school continued its se eions until the 27th of Sixthmonth, when it was suspended for vacation dnring the hot
weather. E or a more detailed account of the condition of the school, and the progress
made by the scholars, I would refer to the report of Alfred .J. Standing, principal, herewith.
A day-school was opened on the 14th of Firstmonth, and continued without interruption n11til it, closec1 for vacation, at the time mentioned for the closeoftheboar<ling-school.
Meals are furnished to the scholars at this school, but they lodge at their catnp. It
is de, trable that lodgings should be provided at this sehool; also, that the moral in:flnence of a family may l.Je thrown around the wild and uncultivated offspring of uncultivated parents, by which they may be weaned from the habits of a savage lifo and
turned to those of virtue and usefulness. For further information in relation to this
cliool I woul<l refer to tho report of the teacher, WiJliam J. Hinshaw, herewith.
To tlte clliklren we are to look for that improvement which will prepare the Indians
to tak ' a place among civilized and Christianized communities, which may, and doubt) •ss will l> urougb.t about, if the labor now being prosecuted should be perseveringly
conti1111 <l.
Tli Indian of this agency are not only wining but anxious to have their children
dncat ·d; and the children :,;how an eagerness to learn such branches as are taught in
our clwols, that will compa,r·e favorably with the children of any people. These rerual'k do not apply, perhaps, to all the bands in their full force 1 yet the disposition
bowu by all encourages to perseverance; and if Christian workers, workers who e
h art and sympathies are resigned to the Indians' best interest, who c1,re qualified for
the service, can be obtained, aud those thus qualified, who are now in the service, can
be r taiued, there is JlO donbt of the success.
From a census recently ta,ken with great care and much labor, in which service I
had he assista11ce of A . .J. Standing, I ,f ind the Indians belonging to the reservation
nnruhcr a follows, to wit:
.
addo • , 401; Wichitas, 300; Wacoes, 140; Ta-wacauies, 125; Keechies, 106; Delawar ·s, (H; Iouie , 50, and Peoetetbka Comanches, 345. 'l'otal 1,528.
The value of stock-taising is well understood by some of these bands, and the Cadclo ~ud D~la.wares have been gradually introducing and raising cattle, and they now
be v_ 1u tb n· berd 1,3 6 head; and they and the Ionies have 11700 head of hogs. The e
In<11au have b en ·omewhat discouraged in their efforts to raise cattle, from the circ1.:m lane· tha_ som~ of_ t_be stock has been killed by those belouging to the wilder
trilJ
liut I tl11nk this chfficulty hasvory muchdiminishfld of late andlbave heard of
nod pt datiou of the kind for some time.
'
Tb v i ·hita, ag n y, being situated immediately between those of the Kiowa and
. ornnch · aud _the Chey •nues a,nd Arapahoes, the Indians from both are frequent vi ·
1tor b •r •, pec1ally tbost} of the Kiowa a(reocy and the Arapahoes from that of the
b · ,_n!1 •; . _I !10 nufreqnently i. sue ration~ to these Indians, always, however, in mall
1uaut1t1 •. "'tnng~h mtound r tandtllatitistorelievetheirpresentwants. omeof
th m at tuu · . 1 Wve a ~eal at ou~ tables. I have been induced to do this, partly f~rthe
pu~o •of cult1v;itin fn nclly £, lmg with these savages, and at times from nece 1tyto
rehe e hnu , r. ~. ~ have alwa~• been careful to do it in such a way as to prevent vi it for
th pnrpo · o~ b mg ~·d mc1:•Iy, and from the long intervals between the visit made by
b_ am' purt1 e. ,a11d oth r circnm tances, I am convinced that this is not the ca. e. The
nld Iri liau ar • all fri nclly wit,lt th affiliated bands ancl there have been time when
b
ould he app~·oacb d throu b thi agency, whil~ it was difficult to reach them in
an.\ othn' _ay.
f l_at , however. tb y have b en accessible through their own a"'cncy
~JU ,tlwy _till
cca 10nally .come rn h •r , ancl I have not thought it be, t to di conr !!
it.
h tun has not alnve l for withdrawing a liberal support from the affiliated
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bands, who, beiug in a transition st~te, their progr~ss for. self-support is slow; but I
have always taken every opportu01ty that bas offered, smce I have been connected
with them, to impress upon them the importance of providing• for their own 1mpport,
and to inform them that it is not the intention of the Government to feed and provide for them perma nently, but, that in a few years, this support would be wit,hdrawn.
Many of the Indians uuderstand this, and are making preparations accordingly.
Hereafter I would recommend that the usual supply of "annuity goods" (clothing ,
&c.) be witlidrawn, and the funds now used for their purchase expended in procuring
farm-implements, and improving and iucreasing their stock of cattle.
About the 6t,h of Fifthrnonth, Es-sad-a-wa, head-chief of the Wichita band, was murdered by a band of Osages. He bad oMained a pass from the agent to hunt buffalo,
and gone to the plains with some of his men for this purpose. In the chase he became
separated from his men, and falling in with a small party of Osages, after exchanging
salutationti, apparently friendly, they killed him without any known provocation.
The Wichitas were thrown into a high state of excitement when the information
reached their village, and preparations were about to be made for retali_ation. Th0
sympathies of the whole affiliated bands were enlisted in a genei·a.l banding together
for a war ag~inst the Osages, and in a few days they had the offer of the assistance of
the Kiowas and Comanches of the Kiowa agency, and the Indians of the agency for _
the Cheyennes and Arap·:i,hoes. But word of the murder was brought to the agency as
soon as it was known, and a council was called in which a rnore moderate course was
urged, when it was concluded to endeavor to settle the matter by negotiation, and a
demand for the murderer. Shortly after, a letter was received from the Osages, speaking in strong condemnation of the murder of Es-sad-a-wa, which they alleged had been
committed by a band of lawless men of the tribe, and asking for au interview with
the Wichitas, by which they hoped to satisfy them, as far as possible. Thereupon, the
Wichitas, after a good deal of discnssion, in council, concluded to appoint a delegation
to proceed to the Osage agency, and accordingly about thirty of their head and representative men were selected for this purpose. In accordance with their appointment,
they met the Osages at their camp, in council, and made known the condition upon
which they hop ed to have the difficulty settled. Several days were occupied in counseling together, and the Osages not being willing to give np the parties guilty of the
murder, but offering to pay to the Wichitas a snm of money and turn over so1fle ponits
and goods, a settlement was finally made in this way, an understanding being had
that in ease a similar deed should be committed the gnilty men should be given up.
Altl.10ugh this settlement was not in accordauce with what would appear justice
among civilize<] communities, yet it shows a great change in the disposition of tlrn Indians of the affiliated bands, which naturally demand life for life; and the great forbearance shown by them on the occasion of such an event-the unprovoked murder of
a beloved and highly influential chief-leads to the remark that an Indian may become
susceptible of the refined feeling which will draw him to say, '' Let us have peace."
The summer has been a, very dry one here, and the crops have suffered greatly,
particularly the corn; all of which that was planted early will be almost an entire
failure.
During the year good health bas generally prevailed upon the reservation, both with
the Indians and others.
Tbat t,bere has been some advancement in tlfe right direction by the Indians belonging to this agency, I believe is mauifest 1 and with the fostering care of the Governme1;1t and earnest, self-sacrificing labors of those to ,vboru their immediate care may
be rntrusted, with the blessing of Divine Providence, they doubtless will continue to
improve aud eventually become a useful people.
Very respectfully,
JONA. RICHARDS,
United States Indian Agent.
ENOCII HOAG,

Superinteudent Indian Affairs, Lawtence, Kans.

26.
SISSETON SIOUX INDIAN AGENCY,

Lake Travel'se Rcsen,ation, Dak., September 20, 1873.
Sm: In compliance with the regulationsof the Department, I have the honor to suhmit_the followi!lg annual report of the affairs at this agency, and the condition of the
Indians belongrng thereto :
·
·
·
Notwithstanding the severity of the last winter season, and the general prevalence
of the me~les the past summ~r, the general health of the Sisseton an<l Wahpeton ba.ncls
of Sioux of my charge has been good, and through a kind providence the number of
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death. has been less than usnal among so many so much exposed. (See report A, Dr.
Georo-e H. Harves, herewith transmitted.)
It ha pleased Di vine Providence to bless the labors of those who have cultivated tbe
soil, and to reward them with good crops this season, and lJaving completed our flouring-mill aud manufactured their wheat into flour for their use, a very great impetus I.las
been given thereby to the cultivation of wheat on this reservation.
The increase of the number of milch cows with calves, and also work-oxen, wagon ,
and plows this season, bas awakened a deep interest among this people in raising stock
a,i; well as more grain for their own use. Of the fifty cows and calves issued to them
tl.iis spri ng, I have beard of only two or three who have killed the calves, and the e
were claimed to have been killed for the sick. For statisticts relative to the results of
attempts at farming of these Indians, I would respectfully refer you to "statistical return of farming," herewith transmitted.
POPULATION.

Th re are now enrolled at this agency : males over 21 years, 339; females over 21
years, 501; males over 12 and under 21 years, 111; females over 12 au<l under 21 year ,
112; males under 12 years, 238 ; females under 1~ years, 239. Total population, 1,540,
repre entiog two bands of Sioux, viz, Sisseton and Wahpeton.
'I his increase of the number enrolled is mainly in consequence of the success had in
inducing the Big Stone Lake baud of Sisseton and Wahpeton Sioux, who for years past
occa ioned so much trouble along the border of Minnesota, to come on this reservation
and ettle, and conform to the conditions of the treaty of 18G7, and thereby avail themsel ve of the benefits thereof. They number, old and young, sixty-two. They are wild,
and, a yet, unaccustomecl to work, and therefore are no help to those already struggling
for improvement.
Th ere is still another band, known as the Wabey Indians, with Big Eagle Feather as
th i r chief. These are mostly Sisseton and Wahpeton Sioux, and properly belong here,
bnt they are qnite wild and shy of all our attempts to induce them to settle and cultivate farms for themselves. Tltey annoy our working Indians very much with regular
visit,, diwcing, feasting, and begging after the old fashion of the Dakotas forty years
ago. Th y wonlcl like a share of the pr<>visions of the treaty uncler which this people
at wod<iug, lmt they :tborninate the conditions on which aicl and encouragement are
giv n. Tb re are, also, relatives of our Indians out yet beyond the line of our northw •:t IJOuu<lary, in the British Dominions, awaiting time and opportunity to come in
and join this people in their march to civilization ancl labor for a competency in life
I am happy to be able to report progress on the part of a very large number of our
uroll •cl luclian at this agency. It is true that some are yet attached to their old cu tom ancl habits, and retn.in many of their old notions and idea , auu probably will
bold on to tbern-some of them until they die; but t,hese, only like stnbs of old tree
drift cl down and dragging along with the current, show how much faster the main
urT •nt moves on.
Iu r •ganl to the physical and material interests of this people, there are evidence of
progre i;-more cleanly, neat, and respectable in their persons, dress, and in their
hou 'NI; and tbero is a growioo- demand for soap, shears, combs, chairs, tubs, bedstead ,
di hei; knives and forks, beds aud bedding, cook-stoves aud parlor-sto ves, as well
aa l, tt r houaes and homes.
EDUCATION,

Tb r ha b en a marked increase of interest in the education of their children, and
b n · . all yes are looking to tl10 contemplated new school-houses with hope, and
. P ·ially t . the manual-ln.lJ01· school-house, near this agency, now in process of er ct1011 . th 1~1arn part of which, at loaat, we hope to have corupletod iu time to occupy th
'Ollllllg w111ter.
1n th s ·h ol. fanght hy John L. Hodo-man, .Andrew Hunter, and Mrs. J. B. Benville
at th ng ncy, Long Hollow, and Ascension, respectively, the children have made comm ndalil progr , an<~ we ar , from these beginnings, encouraged to renew onr efib
n,ud n!arK . o~r plan m thi department as tl.ie hope of this people. The school a
,,o dw1ll
~ 1011 ha be u taught by Mr. W. K. Morris, now und r be patrona"' of
th A. I . . 1'. :L, and bas be n w 11 attended and frano-bt with good re·ult. Th
c·hool at_ Flanclr~an, a.k., ~~ong tlie an tee Sioux, taught by Philander A. Vanni
ba bf' n mt r t111~ an 1 at,1 factory to that p ople.
In r ~nrct to oc1al lif~ I am happy to b able to report advancement amoo,., th'
pPoplr..
lygamy and bigamy ar at av ry great di couut. ome have rece11tJ,y p
awa.,: th wom f!, whom they ha l for y :trs unlawfully k pt in th ir familie and b ,·
J>.rond cl for th 11· upp rt and that f th ir hildren. 0 hers who, ouly a fi w mont
111 ~.(•: hon.
d of their v111rality f wiv , 11 w expre. th ir r o-re that th y ar> .
1 'no11 ·d •. and f~r l okmg alJou tli •m to, e how they may est rid them elYe oft ~
r ·ate
f all hrndrauc s to their progre · .
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Chieftainships are having a r,a pid downward tendency am~ng us, and_ the whole people
are fast ripeni11g for sel_f-~overnment, and, among other thrnss, elective franc~1s.es as
amoug their highest privileges. L'.1'w and order are called for by a large maJonty of
tliese ban<ls, and lei;t they should, m the absence of some good and wholesome laws
securing to them protection of life a1;1d propert~, fa~l a prey to the lawless and lazy,. a
code of laws frow the Department of the Inter10r 1s most earnestly recommended, m
accordance with the teuth article of the treaty of 1867.
Old frequent and protracted councils are now below par with our old and wise
men. ' Altogether we have reason for devout ~ratit~de to God for the degree of pe3:,ce,
tranquility and harmony that now characterrne this people. All are now workrng
industriously, cutting aud hauling their hay, repairing up their houses and barns for
the winter during the week and resting on the 8abbath, and the larger maJority regularly attendiug religious worship on the Sabbath-day, according to the Divine commandment, and all of them, now, cheerfully conceding the right of every one to worship
God according to the dictates of his own, and not another's, conscience. In view of
this state of things at this agency, we may well exclaim, "Behold what God hath
wrought." And here I have ouly to add that your late visit, and that of the honorable
Secretary, C. Delano, to this agency had much to do with bringing about this favorable
cliange in the state of affairs as herein reported. Such vii;ilis from the Department,
frequently made are recommended.
·
With regard to my outpost at Flandreau, Dak., and the Santee Sioux in that
settle1uent, I have to report that the supply of clothing delivered to them last l?ebruary, and the oxen and wagons, plows, hoes, scythes, &c., delivered in June last,
were very gratefully received by that noble baud of natives, wl10, through faith, have
escaped the pollutions and thrnlldom of tribal and annuity arrangements, and are
struggling against poverty and want with a heroism and zeal truly commendable.
The i,;chool taught there by Mr. Philander A. Vannice is in a flourishing condition, and
cannot fail to have a salutary effect among that people, so long as that devoted, excellent youug rnau has charge of it and gives his advic.e and instruction to that people.
I have to recommend that they receive aid again in the supply of oxen, wagons, and
plows for the rnmaining half of those who have settled in that region. Such agricultural implementi;, with teams, will promote their interesti; better than food and clothing,
and yet, for one or two years at least, they might be aided to great advantage to them
1
aud with honor to our great and good Government.
Such illustrations of the power of the Goi;-pel to save man, and such examples of the
iufluence of Cliristian eivilization, are worth working for and looking after.
Witb thankfulness for the past and present evidences of the advancement of this
people, we enter anew upon the to ils and cares incident to the work for the new year
uefore us, with the confident expectation that [ only] with the continued Di vine presence
and blessing we shall not live and labor among tllis people in vain for their highest
civilization and ultimate evangelization.
Very respecfully, your obedient servant,

M. N. AD.A.MS,
United States Indian Agent.

Hon. EDWARD P. SMITH,
Conirnis1.1ioner of Incl'ian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

27.
DEVIL'S LAKE RESERVATION,

Fort Totten Agency, Dale., September 15, 1873.
Sm: In compliance with the requirements of the Indian Department, I have the
honor to report the condition of the people under my charge .
.This year has been au eventful oue for them, as the :first step toward pt:,rmanent civilization has been taken by the lmilding of a manual-labor school-house, with arrangements consummated to have it placed in charge of Rev. Sisters of Charity; and.
~he receipt of thirty ox-teams complete, which have been distributed among the more
mdustrions Indiarn:i, mu8t tend to make their efforts in labor a success; and the school
will .give the start toward a better state of things for the rising generation. In connect10n wit,h the school a mission will be established for religious instruction on a more
permanent l.Jasis than heretofore, and must dispel the darkuess of their superstitution.
Although many adults have learned the necessity of· labor and seem desirous of establishing farrus, and in many instances their success bas been remarkable, still they are
,,•edded to their traditions and are superstitiously afraid of inuovations. The "medicine da,nces" and" singing doctcrrs" keep their superstition alive through foar of sickness aud death if disobedient, and the belief in the power of these medicine-men to
haYe punil:1hed backsliders from their teaching, [together] with the practice of polyg-
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amy, are deplorable obstacles in the way of Christianizing this generation. But I
hope still, tl.lro11gh the teaching of good men, good influence, anu example, they
will be brought to break asunder these bonds of superstitious slavery. Grea .
allowance will have to be made for the slow progress in the accession of the population to thii; reservation by bringing in from the wandering hordes of ti.le Sionx the
still many Sissetons among them, who hesitate on account of the necessity of laborin rr
for tlieir own support ancl improvement; the old and infirm, of course, are taken £are of,
which is so different from the old system of giving in common. It seems unfortunate
that the policy existing at the Sisseton Agency and here does not become general; for
liow much easier would then be the work; and although the ruajority here are in favor
of it, now that it has been tested, and do 1;;i ve to the agent all their assistance to carry
it out, still it is found difficult to have all conform. Aud when a trial is made, after
t,beir coru is grown and gathered, many go back to their old haunts, but often return
again, with renewed promises to remain. The constant visits of the more lawle
lrn,nc.1s, by their dances and ad vice, destroy the result of much good example, and have
demoralized tho e whom it was thougbt were permanent,ly changed. It is known o.c
young men who have been laboring for more than a year as white men, performing all
labors req aired of them, to leave everything, resume their Indian costume, and disappear from the reservation under this fofluence. This season more than nsnal have
been tbe visits of the roving bands of Yauktonais Sioux," Cut Heads," ancl this reservation was made the road to the buffalo range north, and not by their usual route, prnbably
owing to the large number of troops on duty along that way.
Tbe Chippewas also, under the plea of peace-making, or rather cementing a peace
alr ady estal>lislrnd, have several times visited this agency. One band of over 80 souls
c~tllle from Red Lake, Minn., anotlJer came from North Pembina, Leyond the national
line, Dominion of Canada, all wirh the same ostensible object, peace; bnt reaJly to get
hor es. Tbey have taken from here over thirty homes-given to them-or exchanged
for bead-work, aud their fancy clothing, traHsforrning many a yonng- fellow, in coat
a~iu pantaloous, into a painted savage. They all come here in a starving coDfliton,
aud have wade sad inroads on the subsisteuce depended upon for the u e of tbi
r servatiou. Refening to the Chippewas, while it js a maLter of congratulation that
peace i established between tl.lem and the Sioux of this reservation, still I would
respectfully suggest that it would be better if tlH'se con tant interchan~e of civilitie
be aboli shed. They have to pa s t,hrougb a conn try settled by" whites" in their goings
to and fro, ,,b.ich a.Jways crea,tes fear a1.11oug the settlers. And as tho visits are made
at a time in our short summer· season which iuterferes materially with our htbors, thi ·
year it was illlpossil>le to get our u ·ual laboring fodians to work for over two month :
all on that account, anu wllich reuc.1cred the eugaging of several employe iu a11l1ition,
to enable us to fini h the buildings commenced, makiDg bay, barvestiDg graiu, &c. 1
be ides tlte gi viog away of what goods had been earned.
A w ck ago the agent heanl 1bcre was a movement on foot for a number 01
the e pcoplo to ruako a return visit to these Chippewas, and at the tim of the
di ·trilmtion of goods and money to the Chippewas.
A council was called by
him, and by showing these Sioux that such a, visit was impracticable at thi
tirn , ford •pendence was placed in them to haul what fionr and goods were still at the
railr ad to th(l agency, with .the teams given tliem, ground to break, &c., and that
wintel' would overtake them with nuthi11g finished, be endeavored to prevent it.
Finally, to top tbi movement, they bad to be told that a" telegram" wonld be sent to
th ir 'Gr•at Fathtlr," who wouldc.loul>tless order them to be ent back from the hippewa country. 'fb day after tbecouncil wa hall, aud tile pronli e given to remain~ t home.
th omm,iudi11 • tlicer of Fort Totten received a telegram sent by ex pre s from Jame
town, ale, fill ortbern Paci1ic Railroad, coming from Grand Forks ou the road to
l •<I L~k ', tating tha~ the people there were very mnch alarmed, having h ard from
th
hipp wa1-J ou th •1r return homo that a body of , iou x would pass that place on a
r •turn ,·i it to the 'hippewas, and, in consequ nee, troops were bad from Peru bina
f r th •ir p_n~te tiou. If tile e people were kept strictly on their r . ervation, uni.
th,_. . 1 ·1t w r made by permi ion and the Iudiau in charge of some r p n1bl , bit man, I b•lieve it would IJe best; for every time the Chippewa , in tb
la t w y ar. bu.ve vi ited this ag ncy, it ha been fe::i,r tl that some tronbl would be
bad b trag ling Mi ouri Indian , more or le· alway her , killiotr sou,e of them, and
tb •r uy r•kiucll th fia.m of war with two-fold fierceness a the writer ha kno ·
t )), th ·a , s•v ral time in day gone by.
'
'1 h nunil>er of Indian on thi r • rvation was, on the :fir t day of Angn. la,
1 0-20 · tb,·r havo l> n ov 'r 1 200 at tim tui nmnwr and wo t of th m d clar
th ·ir int nti n of r mai11iu"' uer ; other have l ft to 'r torn a11ain. Th Iud' ,
h• ·, cultivu.t ·d o t r 10 l aer . of c rn a.nd ~0 a -r s of potato
and all bav , m
"ar~l 11 • , •vcoty-fiv are living in hon e and the la.r11er 'prop rtion dr
·lllt u1 •11.
•n d d •ul of damage ha b •en clone to th er p tbi . ar a_
h)· th
hopp r bnt when par d the yi Id ha IJ<' n abundaut.
ppr im
h ' l will be 3,00U Lu h ·l of corn and 2,400 bul)h •l of potatoes. Turnip
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garden vegetables, except squash, were destroye~ by this, insect ];)e~t. T~ey, themselves. have cut and secured about 200 tons of bay. 'Ihe rece1vmg of ox-teams
tlistrilmted among them has been an incentive toward better _things. ~ighty tons
of subsistence, &c., so far have been hanled by them from rm Iroad station, Jamestown, Dak., to agency, a distance _of 85_ miles. There_ has been harvested and secured,.
in seven large stacks, w~eat, wbwh will proba,bly pel!'I 590 bushels from th_e ,seed of
35 bushels. A portion will be kept for seed, to be d1stnbnte9- among the Iudrnns who
may have land prepared, and the remainder will be gronnd for general use. One hundred and sixty tons of bay has been secured by employes, with Indians, for the general
use of agency.
The building operations were retarded this last spring by the high-water rendering
transportation very difficult, and it required some time to prepare for making brick a,n d
burning lime, &,}Ro making machines for moulding, &n. But the success in the quality
of brick and lime compensates for the trouble and expense incurred. The manual
labor school-house is 40 by 60 feet, two stories high. The brickwork is nearly all finished, and, I trust, it will be inclosed by the end of this month, and iinisbed this fall,
as well as the repairs on the old buildings at the old post, turned over permanently
lly order of honorable Secretary of War to Indian Department. Early next spring an
agency building will there be erected, at but little cost comparatively, as the material,
much of it, will be on hand. It is contemplated to get out a large lot of saw-logs at;
once, preparatory to making lumber and shingles for buildings now in course of erection,
and to be erected, as well as for use of Indians, especially shingles, intending to cover all
their log-buildings with them, instead of the ordinary ground covering now in use.
Hence,it will be necessary to employ two more laborers than the regular number now employed. The employes working at buildings will be discharged as soon as their extra work
is finished or winter sets in. The services of the brickruaker not being now required he
has been discharged, as will be the masons, when the school-house is plastered.
The agreement made with the Sisseton and ·wahpeton Sioux, last year, and amended by
Congress la,st winter, for certain lands owned by them, as recognized by their treaty of
1867, was ratified by these Indians on May 19 last, but not without much difficulty;
not on account of not wishing these amendments to be made, for they cared nothing
about them, as the money to be paid had not been affected thereby, but from the opposition
raised by the lazy a nd worthless among these people, who preferred having everything
turned over in common, on the ground that the goods sent were for payment of lands,
and not, as heretofore, simply a civilization fond, a,ppropriated as Congress might deem
proper. Tho intention was an opposition to the laboring part,y, and to break up, if
possible, the arrangement about to be consummated. They were supported in this by
a large number of" Cut-head" Yanctonai Sioux, who urged their right also t,o these
lands from a former residence, but as they are uow recipients of the national bounty
on another reservation their claims are doubtless unfounded. For a time, however,
the discussion was stormy and threatening. Much credit is due, however, to Messrs.
Adams and Smith, iny co-commissioners, for its successful termination, especially .the
latter, for his pat.ieuce and judgment throughout the whole-surprising, as this was
bis first introduction to Indians; and also Mr. Faribault, whose knowledge of Indians
a ided us greatly in consummating this matter, he having acted as interpreter throughout. I would also add a tribute to the cool determination and fearless conduct of
Teo-wash-tay, head chief, in carrying through this ratification for the benefit of bis
people in the face of the threats from the opposition. H e determined to have this
money expended to advance the interests of labor and civilization, as well as for the
impport of the infirm and old who arc not able to work. It is,difficult, often dishearten ing, to an agent in bis work of trying to do awa,y wit,h the prejudices existing for
ages among a people as egotistical as the American savage, brought up to know no
restrai_nt, train ed to the. chase for bis support, and to war-oftentimes as a religious
n~cess1ty, or as a duty. Under such circumstances, as I said before, the difficulty is
disheartening, especially as be views his teachers as belonging to the race who brouo-l1t
him to this necessity of manual labor for support. R easoning thus, it is not stra;ge
that the work is one of difficulty; but, under Providence, it cau be accomplislied.
Tb~y can be tauglit that even manual labor will be a blessing to them, but it requires
patience, kin~lness, and justice, as well as firmness, and my thirty-five years' experience
~mong the Sioux tells me much can be accomplished. They are susceptible of moral
improvement, have native intelligence, giving them quick perceptions, far above what
o~e would suppose a wild, untutored people could possess. By kind attention, I have
tried to make the many · wand ering bands who visited this ao-ency understand that
their " Great Father" is tlieir true fri end; am1 1ave taken oc~asion to explain to a11
the advantages which would accrue to them by ~ettling clown on a reservation aud
following the more certain pursuits of farmers or stock-raisers, protected by the Government, than by clinging to their present precarious mode of existence, with so often
eulferi_ng, and I flatter myself with some good result .
. A_garn,. I would respectfully urge the necessity of this reservation being Aurveyec1 and
d1v1d d mto quarter-sections, as provided by the treaty made in Washington with these
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people February 19, 1867. They are settled too close to each other, and it is an evil alrea<ly
felt in regard to the future ownership of fields now cultivated. At first, owing to the
fear from incursions made by war-parties of Chippewas and Mandans, &c., they did
for mutual security. But as that dread no longer exists, and with their pr0sent advantages, they feel the necessity of enlarging their fi.eld8; but unfortunately all wish
to possess the lion's share of what has been held in common. Bnt if once snrveyed
they would soon seek to take possession of the more desirable homesteads, and the
wish to raise stock, pigs, chickens, &c., would assist in requiring this desirable separation of jnterests to be made.
In conclusion, I would also respectfully ask, at the request of the principal men of
the reservation, that they be allowed to visit their" Great Father" in Washington.
It was urged in council last fall, and also this spring before the commissioners, at the
time these people ceded certain lands to the United States, and they were promised
that an effort would be made. If the request would b e granted, I think it might be
productive of much good. So many parties have been lately called there, that they
feel slighted, especially as they have tried to improve their people, and obey instructions.
I have the honor, sir, to be, very respectfully, your obedient ,s ervant,
WM. H. FORBES,
Unitecl States Indian .Agent.
Hon. E. P. SMITH,
Conimission8'r of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

28.
GRAND RIVER INDIAN AGENCY,

Stctnding Bock, Dakota, Septernber 27, 1873.
Sm: In compliance with the requirements of the Department, I have the honor to
submit the following as my a1mual report:
On the 9th of June last, I relieved my predecessor, J.C. O'Connor, and entered upon
the discharp;e of my dnties. I found all the warehouses to be in a dilapidated condition, aud entirely nnfitfor the reception of supplies, and set about repairing them; but,
on receipt of a dispatch from the Department, stating that the agency was to be
r emoved to Standing Rock, I discontinned the repairs, and proceeded at once to sel ect
a new site for the agency. I selected this place as in my opinion the best adapted for
an agency. It is situated on high table-land, about seventy-five miles above Grand
Ri er, by water; the river is nanow and deep, and, with a good landing, is acces ·ibl e
to steaml>ot1,ts at all stages of water. There is an abundance of cottonwood timber,
uitable for building purposes, both above and below the agency, and a fine tract of
h1ud near by, sufficient to accommodate all the Indians for farming purposes. On t_b e
1 th of July all the property pertaining to the old agency was removed to this place, with
the exception of the buildings, which are old log structures and not worth the co t of
removal; tliey have, therefor , been left iu charge of a watchman until such time a ·
s me di po ition can be made of them.
The Indian under my charge con ist of the following tribes and number, viz: Upper
Yanctouai , ionx, 1,3 6; Lower Yanctonai Sioux, ~,534; Uncpapa Sionx, 1,512; and
Bla ·k.D t ioux, 847. These embrace the Cut-heads and Sans-Arc Sioux, formerl y
reported. I am pleased to be able to state that they have behaved well, o far, a11c~ I
ar? not a.ware of auy hostile act being committed by these Indians ince my connect1on
with th m. A gr at many were di ·ati fied at the removal of the U<Tency, and exp~·, cl their unwillingne s to leave their olrl locations; but, onpointiug out thegre.
dt advantag . they would be und r by pnrsning that cour e, they nearly all agreed to
mo,· to thi place when the balance of th eir crops was gathered.
Th Inc1ian s have bad about six hunclrccl and fifty acres of land under cultivation
clnring th e pn• nt y ar. The plan heretofore adopted has been to break a mu h
gr und a wa nppo. d to meet the want of the respective band , or a tiru an
for wonlc1 p •ru1it, i ne se cl and hoes to the Indians, and le~1Ve the rest to them.
Tu ' Iu~iau !,Jave th n a])otted the ground to farnili , ach taking as much a "-:oul .
11 • r qmrccl for a mall garrl n- p t by a white family, and marking the boundari
t
their r p ctiv po
sions by rows of turf removed from their patches. The wor ·
ha b n mo tly don by the women, but some of them n are beginoino- to l ara th
v rk i not di ·honorabl , and have labored on their farms with con iclera.ble faitb fu n · . The_ir mano r of farming i very lov oly, but they are anxi u to learn to fa
a be wlut d . Tbe land was plant d by them in corn, pumpkin , squa b an
melon hnt, r iving very little cultivation, wa overrun by w eel , and, a , cou ·
1111 •nee, h crops have aruonnt ·d to little or nothing as a means of sul>si t nee beyo·
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a little fresh garden-truck, which was mostly consumed before properly matured. I
am, therefore, unable to give an estimate of the amount raised by them.
Although they appear to have manifested an interest in these simple and limited
operations, I am of the opinion that no material ad van cement can be made in farm in I-{
without the aid of considerable skilled labor, and the necessary appliances to rt>nder
such labor of the greatest pc•ssible or practicable utility. Fields of respectable dimensions should take the place of garden-patches, and all operations should be directed
and assisted by skilled and intelligent agriculturists, with the use of suitable implements, until such time as the Indians may become sufficiently skilled to manage their
own farms profitably. This plan will require considerable expenditure uf money, but
if progress is hoped for, in the effort to render the Sioux Indians self-susta,i nin g on a
civilized basis, the outlay seems to me to be most essential.
As the Indians have abandoned their old farms, and moved to this place, with the exception of a portion of the Lower Yanctonai, who are encamped on the other side of
the river, opposite the agency, and who will, no doubt, remain there until they see if
their friends on this side are bettered by the change, it will be necessary to have some
land broken for them here. In view of the foregoing I would stronglyrecommencl that
half an acre of land, for each family, be broken for them at once; or say five hundred
acres in all. I would also recommend that a sufficient number of log-houses be built,
enough to accommodate all the chiefs and head-soldiers, say about three hundred. I
know of nothing that would tend more to their civilization than by getting tbem
into houses, as it would, in a great measure, break up their roving disposition.
Although the principal Indians of this agency take no interest in the establishment
of scbools, I think it of the utmost importance that some steps should be taken toward
the establishment of at least one school-house. There are a great number of youths
here between the ages of 7 and 14 years, of whom, I have no doubt, the greater part, b.v
a little judicious handling, could be made to attend. I would, therefore, recommend
that the sum of $7,500 be placed to my credit from the general school fund, for the
erection of a school-house and pay of teachers.
Oo the 12th and 17th oflast month the Gros Ventres made two raids upon this place,
and carried off 14 horses, one of which belonged t,o the United States Indian Department, a)l(l the others to employes and Indians. This raid, as a consequence, createtl
great excitement. among the Indians, and it was with considerable persuasion tba,t I
succeeded in preventing them from retaliating, promising to exert myself to have tbe
stolen stock returned. On my requestiug ,J. E. Tappan, United States Indian agent
at :Fort Berthold, to endeavor to secure them, he promptly responded, and the horses
were returned to their proper owners, \vhich had the effect of allaying all bitter feelings
a mong th em .
. I have just finished issuing the annuity goods, with which tbe Indians seem well satJSfied. They are also much pleased at the sight of the wagons, oxen, cows, &c., and
arc anxious to go into farming on a large scale next spring.
'l'he n ew saw-mill, which was received on the 12th instant, has been set up, and is
now iu successful operation, turning out a large amount of lumber da.ily.
The work ou the new agency buildings is progressing rapidly, but has been somewh~t delayed on account of the long detention of the saw-mill at Bismarck.
Smee the removal of the agency to this place I have had only a guard of 12 soldiers,
and ~ could <l_isp~nse with them, only they are required as a check against the roughs
who mfest tl11s nver.
On the 121,h ultimo, as the Indians were ferrying their beef across the Missouri River,
j~ t above the old agency, tho boat, by some accident, was overturned, and Mr. J. H. Hardie, the agency farmer, and two Indi:ws, were drowned. It was impossible to render
them any assistance, as there was no other boat at the place. '£he steamer "May Lowerr" passing soon after the accident, I found it necessary to engage her services in ferry mg the In<lians an<l their beef across tile river. The bodies of the two Indians have
been recovered, but I regret to state tbat although every endeavor ha,s been made to
recover the body of Me. Hardie, it has not been found.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.,,
EDMOND PALMER,
Dnilecl States Indian Agent.
Hon. E. P. SMITH,
Cornrnissioner of Indian .Affairs, Washington, D. C.

29.
CIIEYENNE RIVER INDIAN AGENCY, DAKOTA,

October 25, 1873.
Sm: I ~ave the honor to snbmit this my first annual report as agent for the TwoKettle, Mrnneconjoux, Sans Arcs, and a part of the Blackfeet bands of Sioux Indians.
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I entered upon my duties as agent of the above-named Indians on the 16th day of
.A.u•Yn t, 1 72. The ageucy at that time presented a very forlorn appearanc0, owing to
t h o filthy condition of the poorly constructed shacks, and the small space upon which
t be same were located. Tbe warehouses in particular were utterly unf:it for the storage of provisions, infested with rats, and unsafe in other respects. Th e flour and corn
warehouses have been repaired and are now rat-proof. All of the old shacks have been
taken down and used for fire-wood, the old logs being totally unfit for any other u e.
One sawed-log bonse, 16 by 70 feet, one and a half stories high, with shingled roof, ha
been erected, which is occupied by the interpreter, employ cs of the agency, and agency
mess. Two frame houses have also been erected, one 26 by 36 feet, the other 20 hy 30 feet,
·w ith good shingled roofs. These buildings have been erected by the agency carpenter
aud employes, the only extra expense to the D epartment being for the pine flooring, siding, and hardwart'-, and freight on the same. Besides these agency building
t here h1:1,ve been built two hundred and twenty-five Indian houses, chiefly by t,he In<liaus tbem elves. Most of the logs have been hauled by agency teams and agency
employ cs. The sawed lumber required for these houses bas been furnished at the
agency saw-mill; tbe logs for this purpose have all been cut and rafted by the
employes.
There is now in process of erection a buHding 28 by 40 feet, with an L 20 by 46 feet,
to be nsed as a boarding-school for the Indian children; this school-building will be
completed about the 1st of January, 1874, and a boarding-school will be put in operation at once, under t,he auspices of the Protestant Episcopal Church, with the Rev.
Henr,y Swift as principal and Miss Mary J. Leigh as teacher; two other teachers will be
added in the spring, and more if required.
Two day-schools hf1ve been in operation most of the time during the past year with
good results. These schools have been under the able management of the Rev. Thomas
L. Rio-gs, of the American Board of Foreign Missions, anu the Rev. Henry Swift, of the
El?iscopa,l mission.
Tlie Indi ans at this agency are divided into two classes: th e fri endly, who have settled at the agency, and the hostile, or those who adhere to their wanderin g life on the
plaius. The friendly or farming Iudiaus seem to be contented aud happy , an d evince
a desire to learn and adopt the cnstoms of civilized life. The farming ludians have
made wonderful progress during the past year. A large number have worked hard,
cnlti vat ing their fields and building hou ses ; fifty are wearing citizen-dress, and many
more are very a nxious to follow their example.
Iu comparing the prospects and general state of these p eople with their condition a
year ago, I am encouraged to believe t!Jat the e:ffort:s which have been made for the
improvement of their condition have been bonntifnlly crowned with success. The
11111111, r· of acres planted aJJd cultivated by their own labor is about six hundred. Alt,hou0·h th eir crops were totally destroyed, by 1lronght all(l h,1il, they do not seem di cournged, and are more anxious to farm than ever before. About four huuclr d acre
have been broken during the past year, most of which was plant,ed last spring. About
ti v miles of wire fence has bce11 built by the employcs of tlrn agency, which is the only
fouc v r built here, save the Indian brush-fence. Many of the India.us have saved
theil' be f-bides, and purchased mowing-machines, horse-rakes, and harness.
Eycry Inclian's house is furnished with a good cook-stove, wit,h furniture complete.
Durrnl-{ tb past year the Indians have been furnished with wagons, llarne , hoe ,
kpa<l , hovel , scythes and snatbs, saws, augers, hammers, hatchets, axes, axe-ban_dle ,
plo_w~, barrow , hay-forks, and mkes, which were the only toohi they luwe ever received.
Tl11s rn av ' ry poor country for farming, lmt very good for stock-uising. I will here
tako tho lil,erty of tating, that, in my jndgrnent, the e Inclians will never be able on
tbes l; nd to snbsi t without overnment aicl. .A.Lout 3,600 Indians are permanently
lo ~ttf' l in fanning di tricts on the river about forty miles on ei f,her side of the agency,
wh1 ·lt mak th ag ncy very difficult to manage. The moral of the Indians of thi
arr nc·y al'O v ry roou. They are industrious and temperate· dnriDCY the fourt en
Ql ut!J: tha I Lav been b re, I lrn.ve not seen or beard of an Indi an tnder the infl11''.1~c of liquor. Tl!e. ho tile or roaming Iuclians, who are abont equal in number to t~e
11'I ucll!, ·ldom v1s1t tll agency in any consiclerablo nnrnh 'rs exc pt, once a year. m
tb , pnog.
'mall parties come in more fr que11tly; their stay i u ually from six to ten
' •1·k , au d, a a g neral rule, th y conduct th em elves very weJl and a large number
1av tom_ in au,l lo at cl clt1ring the last year. I can safely ;ay that fom time a:
man ' Inrhan bav farm cl th pa. t y ar as any pr vions year.
T_he annuity good w re i · u cl cpte~ber 4, 1 7:3, with perfect sati faction to th
In1l1;_111. · thf' good w r
f much b tter quality tuan tli goods of la t year. Th
uh I tm1
-tor
h~vc all ~> n r cciv d for the pre ent y ar nc1ing July 1 1,;4
i •!'1 arn of goo,1 cp1altty aucl m goocl ord r. I hav strong faith in th ultimat
acct~
of th ~1~r . •ut Incliao polic , bn i will r qnire time and patience, aud till I am afrai
unu: w_1ll Y ha c to he cl al with e er ly, befor th le. sons to IJ taugh ar 1 arn~.
11 1.HY ,11ul~nwnt b mo ·t hj rct ionahle oh,j ct in the way of civilizing the e Indian. 1
th 11· tloogbold near the Black Hill~. ome trict mea ure should be a<loptcd t
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break up their hoi::1tile camp there, which would compel them to settle at their rf'spective agencies. As it uowis,a small party from th~ hostile ca~p can visit any of t]:ie a~encies and commit murder and theft and make their escape. Ihe total number of Indians
belonging to this agency is estimated from seven to eight thousand souls. Whatever
success may have been accomplished with these people under my charge, is 1n a great
part due to Mr. Frederick W. Wright, head farmer, and the employes of the agency.
They have encountered hardships and privations, and have promptly responded to
every call of the service, and their energy and fidelit,y entitle them to special comm{l11dation.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. BINGHAM,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. EDWARD P. SMITH,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

UPPER MISSOURI SIOUX AGENCY,

Crow Creek, Dak., September, 11,73.
Sm: In compliance with the regulations of the Indian Department, I have the honor
to submit this, my annual report, as Indian agent, for the lower Brule aud lower Yauctonai Sioux.
The average number of Indians at the agency during the past year has been 3,000.
The advancement of these Indians duriug this time has been quite perceptible compared
with t!i-at of former years. Three hundred and fifty acres have been cultivated by them
during the present season, and good crops realized. They have also erected• for them selves, durmg the past six months, thi,rty substantial log houses, which are the flrst
ever erected by Indians upon this reservation. Ma.n y are now providing bay for the
cow and yoke of oxen promised to such as provide hay and shelter for the same.
The presence of one company of United States troops stationed at the sub-agency, at
lower Brule, has done much toward preserving order, and throwjng a restraint over
many young warriors, who otherwise might have caused serious dfaturbance. With the
aid of the military the sale ofint,oxicating liquors to Indians bas been nearly suppressed.
Since my last report two missions have been established at this agency, under the
auspices of the Protestant Episcopal Church; one at t,he agency-proper, in charge of
Rev. H. Burt, the other at the snbagency, (Lower Brule,) undel' charge of Rev. W. J.
Clevel:md. A day-school at each of these missions bas been in successful operation,
with an average attendance of twenty each, the past year. At Lower Brule a substantial block warehouse, 22 by 80, and a carpenter-shop of like material, 22 by 48, have
been constructed, while at the agency-proper warehouses and other buildings have
undergone repairs, 100 acres of new ground broken, and 700 rods of substantial postand-board fence erected.
I would respectfully call the attention of tbe Department to the fact that these
Indians are now being subsisted in accordance with the 10th article of the treaty concluded April 29, U/68, between the Government and different tribes of Sioux Indians,
and wliich expires with the close of the present fiscal year, at which time these Indians
will be thrown entirely upon their own resources so far as subsisting themselves is
concerned. '£his they are wholly incapable of doing at the present time, owing to their
limited experience in agricnltnral pursuits, and the scarcity of game. Without farther
aid they will probably make forays upon the settlers and farmers of the frontier for the
n ecessities of life, and which would soon lead to serious trouble. I would therefore recommend that such legislation be taken as would enable the department to continue
th e rations of flour, beef, and bacon for the p,esent, withholding that of sugar, coffee
and tobacco from all Iudians, except the aged and infirm, and those who are willing to
render an eqnivalent to the Government. AU of which is respectfullv submitted.
Very truly, your obedient servant,
•
HENRY F. LIVINGSTON,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. Eow. P . SMITII,
Cornrnissioner of Indtan .Affairs.
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FORT BERTHOLD AGENCY, DAKOTA, Septe.rnber 15, 1873.
Srn: I have the honor to submit this my third annual report as agent for the Arickaree,
Gros Ventre, and Mandan Indians.

;,

*

.,.

*

*

*

;,

LAND AND CLIMATE,

The bottoms of the Missouri have, in this neighborhoocl, an average width of about
a mile and a half. The most eleYated part.s are a,bout fifteen feet above low-water
mark, but four times within the last twenty-three years they have been entirely overflowed. From side to side, in these bottom-lands, the Missouri vi'inds cutting a.teach
bend almost, or entirely throngh the :first bench, ancl sometimes through this to the
second bench. In the latter case we :find the stream bounded on one side by a high and
precipitous bank.

*

*

*

*

.,.

*

The general surface of the land iR not fertile; generally sterile and sparsely timbered and watered. The deeper ravines and bottom-lauds produce grass snfficie11tly
long to be made into hay, but on the higher ground the grass is too short to be
cut. Even on the better soil the second crop of bay is not as abundant as the
:first. For agricultural purposes only the lower lands sP-em to be available. In the
bottom-lands of the Missouri, where they are coYered with timber and undergrowth,
the soil is rich and rendered tolerably moist by percolation from the river, and because
the melted snow and rain and water from overflows are retained long on the surface,
in consequence of the :flatness and peculiar composition of the soil. Drought is one of
the chief difficulties, but not the only one, for what the drought spares the grasshoppers are apt to devour. Some years when there is a pretty fair rainfall, and a scarcity
of grasshoppers, careful husbandry may be rewarded b.v a fair crop on these bottoms.
At Fort Clark, seventy-five miles below here, where the Arickarees formerly lived,
at the mouth of Knife River, sixty miles below here, the site of the old Gros Ventre
and Mandan Villages, and here the Indians have for many years cultivated ( witllou t
irrigation) corn, squashes, and pumpkins, and been rewarded by fair success.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

The cottonwood constitutes the bulk of the forest-trees in this vicinity, and is tbe
only wood available in any quantity for fnel or bnilding pnrposes. The low bottomlands along the Missouri and Yellowstone Rivers are, for tho most part, cov&ed with
cottonwood forests. The wild yellow, or r ed plum, is found in the ravines and on the
prairie side of points of timber on the river lands. It is edible and of good flavor, being
the best fruit thiR vicinity affords. The number of trees, however, is limited, and the
supply conscqnently scanty. The choke-cherry is fonnd in much the same places, and
a variety of service or June-berry, somewhat similar to the buckle-berry, is abundant
along tho streams as a shrub. The smooth wild goose-beny is sparingly found in the
ravin s. The currant is more common in the same locality. The lmffalo, or bull berry,
an ecliule, aci 1, r d fruit, ripening late in the season, is to he mot with abundantly in
the bottom-lands. It is v ry valu.~hle to the Indians, wbo often subsist on it almost entirely for veral weeks during tile fall, at times when there happens to be great scarcity
of game. 'fbe pomme blanc7ie, or" Indian 1,urnip," is abundant in the high grounds and
f!andy oil. It is much u cd for food by the Inclia,ns. Tllo prickly pear, or cactus, is
xtr m ly abnndant on the prairie, and its sharp, stiff spines are very annoyi1JO't0 the
tr~v kr, wb •th r mount cl or on foot. Lamb's quarter grows plentifully. The wild
omon is common on the prairies, and a species of wild miut finds a place on the moist or
marohy banks of streamo.
CLIMATE, ETC.

The av rage tempcr~tnre i about 43o F.; extremes, 105° F. and 40° F. The summ r hort an<l hot; wrnter long and cold, continnons, and sev r . Wind au<l snow
-torm ar of common occurrence. The atmospllcre is dry, :ind th variation ... iu tem1? n tur ?O~ o marked a in more humid climat s. The climate i gouernlly dr.v; the
fall of iam 1, :' r,v small; _the annual average for the pa t :five year bas b eu only t _n
~nc.l a <1nartcr m_ch . . ~t 1s g 11 rally suppo eel that game i plenty about b re. This
1. _an
rr 11 ' 011 11npr ·. 1011. There are 1 ut very few mall streams, an n ire ab. ence
ot lake: , and :11! ,_Ll111_o. t utir dt! titution of timh •r, 1he ,,,.hole co nu try being one wil~l r11 ' of dry pram ' for hunclr cl of mil s aronud and ho11ce thor i unt a very little
·mall gam , fi . h, or wild fruit to be founcl. In f~rmer times the buifa,l o roam 'c1 over
the country, but th y have receded and a,re now f:!ome two or three hundred mil s away.
IA.i:' FACT RE , ETC,

Tbc•

Indians are mannfactur •r a w 11 a agricnltnri t . , b ing v ry killfnl in
variou manufa · ur . and di play r at art and ingennity in Lh de 1gn f the varion
articl • they wake. Be itl the u ual pipe , pipe-stems, bow , arrow , c., they make
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a specins of matting out of the wild rushes for flo?rs, _a1;d baskets _out _of the bark of
the willow dyed with various colors aud woven m different and mtncate patterns.
Large beacls are also ma<le by the Mandans and frickarees, an ~rt Raid t? have been
derived some hundred years ago from some prisoners of the Snake Nat10n, and the
knowledge of which is a secret even now confided to a few among the Mandans and
Rees.

*

*

*

They also make earthen pots of various sizes, from a pint to three gallons ; they are
a familiar part of the culinary fnrniture of every Mandan lodge, and are manufactured
by th11 women of this tribe in great quantities, and modeled into many different forms
arnl shapes. They are made by the hands of the women from a tough, black clay, and
baked in kilns which are made for the purpose, and are nearly equal in hardness to our
own manufacture of pottery-in fact, they are so strong and serviceable that they
hang them over the fire as we do our iron pots, and boil their meat in them.
VILLAGE.

Their vi1Jage bas a most novel appearance to the eye of a stranger; their lodges are
closely grouped together, leaving but just room enough for walking or riding between
them, and appear from without to be built entirely of dirt, but one is surprised on
entering them to see the look of n eatness and comfort, and the spacious dimensions of
these earth-covered dwellings. They all have a circular form, and are from forty ~o
sixty feet in diameter. Their foundations are prepared by digging some two feet m
the ground, and forming the floor of ea,rth by leveling the requisite size for the lodge.
These floors or foundations are all perfectly circular, and varying in size and proportions to the number ofinrna·t es, or the quality or standing of the families which are to
occupy them. They are made by placing forked posts about six feet high around the
circumference of the circle. These are joined by poles from one fork to another, which
are supported also by other forked poles slanting from the ground. In the center of
the lodge are placed four higher forks, about fifteen feet in length, connected together
by beams ; from these to the lower poles the rafters are extended so as to leave a vac3:ncy in the middle for the smoke. The frame of the building is then covered with
'_VIllow boughs; over this hay is laid, and over this mnd or cln,y. The doorway is about
four feet wide, and before it is a sort of entry extending al>ont ten feet fr,.Jm the lodge.
The top of the lodge is a favorite lounging-place for the whole family-an airing-place
·
and a lookout for all.
In the center and immediately under the skylight,, is the fire-place-a hole of four or
five feet in diameter, of circular form, snnk a foot below the surface an d curbed with
stone. The lodges hold from twenty to forty persons, and are not adapted to promote
health, cleanliness. or comfort .
. Dnring the past'. year the Indians connected with this agency have been grndually
1mp1:oving their condition ; although th eir advancer.neut has not been rapid, it is precept1ble, and I think with judicious measures will steadily improve.
The labor of these Indians bas met wiU1 bnt poor success this year, owing to the nnusnal high stage of wat er in the river during tj:te June rise, which covered the fields
rtn_d remained so lon g on the land as to rot tlle corn tllat was planted, and on receding
:!.ett a heavy deposit of sand over their patches. The corn on higher ground will yiel1l
but about half the usual amonnt, owing to the cold and wet summer, and an early
an d severe frost (September 3u) prevented that from folly maturing. From these
caus~s I can but anticipat,e that it will be absolutely necessary for the Government to
proY_1de much more bountifully for these Indian than heretofore. You may well imrnagrne that the prospect is indeerl gloomy, and that under these circumstances the
approaching winter is looked upon by a ll with much apprehension.
The Indians have built for themselves about ninety log-houses since my last report.
The agency bas made aud put in the doors, :floors, and windows, and furnished each
house with one table, four benches, and two bedsteads, besides making one hundred
doors for lodges and two hundred and forty-two bedsteads.
·
The work in the shops bas been repairing guns, wagons and carts, making hinges
an d latches, sharpening plows, shoeing horses for Indians, and the general repairs for
the agency anu farm. I have built for tbe use of the agency one root-ceilar, 40x20x10
feet; one flouring-mill, 40x20 foot, a ud about two miles of fence. I have plowed the
agency-farm (two hundred and fifteen acres) and abont one hundred acres for the Indians-no breaking clone this year. The crops planted by the agency have don e very
-n:ell ;_ they consist of wheat, 55 acres, yielding 23 bushels to the acre; oats, 65 acres,
y1el<.1mg 40 bushels to the acre; corn, 3G acres, y ielding 40 bushels to the acre; (season
not favorable for this crop, and the seed not acclimated.;) potatoes, 20 acres, yielding
275 bushels to the acre; turnips, 9 acres, yielding 55 bushels to the acre. Owing to
the cold ancl wet season, pumpkins, sq nasb, and melons a.id not succeed.
The annuity-goods arrived this year during the month of July, and were issued September 3; they gave gooJ satisfaction as to the quality and quantity, although about
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one-half the number of blankets were sent that were asked for, and some other article entirely omitted that they had expected.
They especially request that they ma_y be furnished with a few good fielu-glasses,
and some breech-loading guns and ammunition; they prefer the United States two or
thrco banded breecb.-loadiug gun.
I would again respectfully call your attention to the great want of proper accommodation for the agent and em ployes; the present buildings are too small and old, and are
about falling to pieces. Should teachers be seut here, it will be necessary to build for
them a school-house and dwelling-house. Two more store-houses are absolutely
necessary, and a proper building ought to be built for the agent; for office, bed-room,
kitchen and dining-room, I am compelled to use one large room, divided by a light
board partition.
·
A proper building oug)lt to be erected for a hospital, where serious cases could be
treated, and where the native doctors could be kept from the patients; where proper
food and medicine conld be given with some degree of certainty that the sick would
get the food as well as the medicine; as it is now, it seems like a waste of money and
of time, of supplies and attendance. Many cases of scrofula, rheumatism, inflammation
of the eyes, and venereal disease could be successfully treated, and the lives and eyes
of the patients saved, could they be kept from the Iudian doctors, and the relatives of
the sick kept from stealing the food sent to nourish them. I have twice before called
the attention of the Department to this. A new building is also requ ired for the Aawmill; the one we now have has been standing sotne years, and having been built of
cotton-wood, is fast falling to pieces; the sills having rotted away, the building has tcbe supported by props.
The three hundred head of heef-cattle received Angust 14 were a very fair lot of
cattle, and will be of great assistance to the Indians during our long ancl dreary winter.
In this connection, a few remarks on the subject of agency-farms, the resnlt of three
years' careful ohservation, may not be out of place. On my arrival here, nearly three
years ago, not being familiar with the subject, I bad come to the couclnsion that the
plau of an agency-farru attached to each reservation was a system long since adopted
by the Government, and that it was the de,:;ign of the Department to work a large
farm in connection with each 1·eservation, with wh ite labor, for the purpose of giving
tho Imliaus au ocular demonstration of the benefits and comforts to be derived from
continued and earnest efforts and a,ttention to ap:ricnlture, hoping that, aft,er their
minds were convinced, they would voluntarily abandon their nomadic lite, and become
frugal aud industrious; but observation and the experience of the past three seasons
have convinced me tbat agency-farms, at least in this part of the country, are, I think,
ge1.1erally a francl, so far as the Indians are concerned. There is not one agency-farm
ont of ten that is not pecuniarily a loss to the IndiaDs. Tbe difficn1t,y is that the teams
and employcs eu.t np ancl use up in one way and another aJl the products of the farms,
and th Iuclians, after paying the· bills, get little or nothing. I am not prepared to say
that notbiug shonlcl be done, uecau e so lit,tle good results, but I do say that it is our
duty to see that the money speut for the Indians shonld entirel.v result to tlteir benefit;
and under the present system too much is expended in salaries and expense of crops.
This is uuavoiclahle, owing to the climate and the cNrntry; the fleason for growing is
so bort-harclly five months, that quite a force is required to put in the crop and care
for them, to harvest and prepare for the next year's crops-that is, fall-plowing, getting
th' maunr on the o-_ronucl, &c. Ancl the waO'es hero are very high, as everything the
m n u e bas to be purchased from the trader~ who charge the most exorbitant price .
Th n the uncertainty of th s a ons, :111u consequently the nncertu.inty of the succe s
of the crop , :ulcl gr atly to the expense. One year in three may h counted npon as a
succ • ; ot_h(•t· y ar. uro~1ght, gra. shoppers, or early frost d stroy the eason' w~rk, and
th r snlt 1. that there is no ad qua.Le re tnrn of products to remunerate tho Incl1ans for
nch inv<'stnwnt, _and occasionaUy a total loss to them oft.ho money expended for labor
and tl! di' _tn~etion of th~ -rop. Would it not b better to expend tho money and
labor m a. Stfihn_g tho Incl1:uis to open aud cnlt.ivate largo pntches or fiellls than they
now ha <', all(l adopt a jnclicions sy tom of rewarcls for the onconra,,rcm nt of the inclnstrion. ! Ancl p ·rhap it would be w •11 to aclcl to this a small prr7uium or bonu to
tho. ,~·ho wonla pr~c1ucc th largest crops, and k ep the gronn<l in best condition,
accord111g to on~· 11ot1on of_the best agricnltural ystem. Thoy shonld be attend d and
ncom·:)~Pcl hy_ frngal :md mclnstriou. mou of goocl habits, who conlc1, by their exnmple
a11cl n111form klllcl11 P.· to th 111, win tlt ir r pect, ancl thns cxerciso that kind uf influhc•m ealculat<'fl to n •onrage th em in well-doing, in iucln. tr,r, arnl conomy.
. I 1:<•gr that I am un:thl tor port any progress in dncation. The mattor of furllt llln' t a ·lwr to th .,.
I1uliarn~ has h en left to th n·li<rions cl nomination unrl r
wh
con rol th• ' hav hcon l>la ed. Althongh repeated p~·omise have b en made,
no t .. a h •r h: yet appP:trNl.
Th· Inclian · ar verv anxion to visit ,vashinrrton to e their Great Fath r, aD<1,
until tak1 n thl'l'P tlwy i· ·fu. e to nt rtain any propo itiou about r •moval to otber lautl
iu h Indian T rritory.
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For the detailed accounts of their respective departments, I would respectfully refer
you to the accompanying reports of the physician, engineer, and farmer.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedieut servant,
JOHN E. TAPPAN,
United States Indian Agent.
The Hon. COMMISSIONER INDIAN AFFAIRS, Washington, D. c.

32.
YANKTON AGEXCY, DAKOTA TERRITORY,

Septernber 20, 1873.
Sm: I have the honor to submit this my second annual report of the condition, progress, and prospects of the Indians under my cliarge.
GENERAL REVIEW OF THE YEAR.

It gives me pleasure to be able to say thitt dnring the past year the Indians under
my care have been pea0eaule, and, to some extent, industrious. All, with the exception of a certain numuer of the young men, have been engaged duriug the entire year
in wood-cutting and hauling (when able) timber to tbe mi_ll to b~ sawed into house•
logs and lumber. A great number of honses have been built durmg tlle year, and a
large number are under way. Tllcse houses are well built, of either sawed or hewn
logs. I prefer them to bring their logs to the mill and have them sawed, as it saves
timber and gives them the slabs for roofing. If the Yanctous bad cattle and wagons,
I feel sure that witllin a very sllort time they would all ha Ye good log-houses, built by
themselves. They are now anxiously looking fur oxen and wagons, as they understood tlle Commissioner to make them a promise of these, as well as other articles, to
assist them in their attempt to live like "1-vhite men. I trust tha.t these things will soon
be fortlicoming. During the spring and summer the people have remaine<l quietly at
home on their reservatio n planting an<l tending their corn, potatoes, and gardens. The
crop this year has been for this country very large. There is scarcely any tepee or
house without jts fram es of poles loaded with corn, thus curiug for winter use. The
potato-crop was not as large as could have been desired. The :fields have been so long
nuder cultivation, and so badly tended, that it is almost impossible to make them yield
a good crop. New lands sl10uld be broken, and every family given their own share or
homestead. As far as I have been aule during the last year I have worked on this
plan. It works well. During the early spring I bad parcels of ground broken and allotted to such Indians as would promise to live near them, plant, and fence them. Now,
as one travels througll the reserve, tb~se littl e homes and farms will be noticed on
every band. Besides breaking for individual familieP, I have also broken forty acres,
in one body, on the high lands of the reserve. My object in doing this is to try if
:Wheat cannot be successfully raised on the high -lands or plateaus heretofore untried
rn agricult.ure. I believe tllis can be done. From the nature of tlle soil a,nd climate
iu this part of Dakota the corn-crop will always be precarious. The wheat, on the
other baud, when sown early, will mature before the great heat and drought of August
comes on, and yield an abundant harvest. If this proves to be a success it will eventually be of the greatest importance to these poor people. They ha Ye several thousand
a?res of this land, high table-land, more tllan enough to give each family a farm of
eighty acres. Tbe only serious drawback to their making their houses on these high
lands is the great scarcity of water and timber. The lumber, howev ~r, can be procured from the neighl.wriug bottoms, a distance varying from two to ten miles. Tbe
water I aru as yet iu doubt about. I have in several places made the attempt to find
water by m eans of bored wells, but as yet have met with no success ; then again the
water, when found in small quantities, is of a brackish or alkaline nature, unpleaRaut
to the taste, and unhealLhful. The Indians object doggedly to living on these high
lands, and are a ll located on what is here called the bottom. This is a strip of land
along the Missouri River, vary ing from one to four miles in width, and extending the
entire length of the reservation. It is partially timbered, and well provided with
abundant ha,y. Farming should lJe checked on these lowlands, and protection extended
over bay aud timber, or the time will soon come when they will be in want of
both. Duri □ g the early spring we were visited by a fearful three-days' snow-storm,
causing great loss in cattle and horses among the Indians. The horses have, to some
extent, bee u restored uy friendly gifts from Indians above, but the cattle are a total
loss. · The storm, howev er, while it did great temporary harm, bas tauglit these people
the lesson grl'atly needed, viz, that if they intend to raise stock they must provide
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for them bay and house. In consequence we have had more bay put np this year thau
ever before. Houses to shelter the animals from the severity of the winter- torms are
beginning to show them elves as aujuucts to their little log-houses, and these, with
the hay-stack near at hnn<l, with cllicken-coop and pig-pen, make mauy of our Indian
houses look quite farm-like.
APPRENTICES.

The department of work which gives me the most satisfaction is that performed by
the apprentices. There are employe<l at this agency four apprentice:,;, viz, in blacksmith's shop, tin-shop, carpenter's shop, and mill; three of these are half-breeds, one a
full Indian ; they are quite regular and indust,rions. They have been employed about
11iue months, and are able to do many things in tht1ir several departments; the time is
not far distant when they will be able to do the entire work required. The greatest
difficulty I find with them is their obstinate refusal to speak Euglish. They can all
understand what is said to them, however, and in time will overcome their prejudices.
Besides these apprentices in the shops, we have several other full-blood Indian employ es
to do farm-work, and whatever is necessary to be done about a place so self-tlependent
as an Indian agency. These youug men are rapidly learning to plow, plant, and
cultivate the soil, to feed, care for, and drive horses and cattle, and, in short, to do all
such work as is required upon a western farm. Others agaiu are engaged as herders
aud butchers.
Thus it will be seen that in all 1,;hings necessary to independent living, these people
are beiug trained. It gives me pleasure to state that the white employes of the agency
do all in their power to furtller my efforts in this behalf.
SCHOOLS.

The greatest disappointment we meet wHh in endeavoring to civilize the Indians jg
in regard to onr schools. It seems impossible to induce Indian children or young people to attend school in any great nnmbers, or with regularity. This, I believe, is principally owing to the fact that in their homes they are without discipline of any kind;
the Indian theory is to let the child have perfect freedom, no restraint, no punishment,
no good example. I am woll persuaded we shall never ue nule to succeed to any extent
as long as we continue to work on onr present plan of day-schools. We must fin,t
capture the, e children of natnre and tame them to our home-life; this can only be
done by something like home or boarding schooll:l. I propose, as soon as I shall bo able
to undertake the work, to a k aid to this en<l. I am persuaded that snch schools would
soou be well filled, and good results would follow, if woll and ,visely administered.
Tbe efforts of the missionaries, both of the Epi1:1copal and Presbyteriau churches, have
been wisely and perseveringly pnt forth. The fault is not with them; it lies in the
unfitness of the <lay-school system for Indians.
CIIURCIIES.

The religious services of the several churches of this agency are remarkably well attended. 'fhe conduct of tlie people at these services is all that conld be expectedquiet, orderly, and to a good degree o.ttentive. Quite a number of the young men have
b en prepar ·d and iostrncted to conduct these services in the Indian tongue where
white m '11 could not be procnr d. As a general thing tlley do it with propriety and
seomincr arnestn s. Qnite a large number have become church-members, and I beIi v ar nd a.voring to live in accordance with tbeil' solemn vows. In this connection it give m pleasure to state that the Rt. Rev. W. Ff. Hare, Epi copal IJishop of
the Indi:u1 inclncled iu the dio ese of iobrara, has taken up bi resideuce at th is
aa •ucy, rnakin<T iL bi. home and headqnarters of all bis efforts for Iudiau cbri tianizatiou. A porti u f laud bas been set apart by the aaent and Indian , on which he is
110w building a r i1lence aucl theological-training school. I feel snre, with God's ble sing, good re ults will follow the bishbr>'s efforts for the Yanctons.
UH I TENCE.
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SICKNESS AN]) MORTALITY.

During tbe ·snmmer and fall there l1as been an unusual degree of sickness among the
Yanctons. Early in the spring measles broke out am_ong t~e people on the lower end
of the reservation, and has continnecl to spread o,·er its entire e~tent. In many 9as~s,
both among the old and young, it has proved f~tal, s~ tl~at,_ as fa~· as I can a~certarn,
over one hundred persons have died from its eflects. This 1s owmg to the fact that
they coul<l not be persuaded to take proper precautions, nor perse:'"ere i~ usint. the
doctor's reme<lies; impatient if not cured in a day, they would call m their me~icmemen, an<l. expose themselves to wet and cold. We w~re also thr~aten~d ~ater !n the
summer with small-pox, it having broken out on an ISlan_d only fifteen miles. distant.
As soon as I beard of it I placed Indian guards ~etween 1t and the reservation. ~s
the dread disease bas now disa,ppeared from the island, I trust we have escaped this
fearful calamity.
.
.
1n conclusion I would say that, although many of the Yanctons are yet Indian m
life and character, yet, if wisely and kindly treated, th~ t~me w~ll come when all efforts
for them by the Governmeut, philanthropist, and Christian, will be well rewarded by
their loyalty, civilization, and Christianity.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN G. GASSMANN,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. E. P. SMITH,
Comrwissi,oner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

33.
PONCA AGENCY, DAKOTA TERRITORY,

October 18, 1873.
Sm: I have the honor to forward my first annual report of the c.ondition of the
Pouca Indians at this agency, wh ere I arrived on the 25th day of October, 1872, leav•
iog Omaha, Nebr., immediately after receipt of my instrnctions from the Departmeut,
but did not meet my predeces1;or until I returned to the agency with my family on
the 9th November, 187:3, and he relinquished his charge to me November 12, 1873.
I found the Poncas nnrnbering about 750 so::ls, living in three villages, (one entirely
of tents or tepees,) and all within two miles of each other. The villages were:
1. Agency Town, occupied altogether by United States employes, the saw-mill,
workshops, and warehouses, and an Indian populat.ion of one hundred and twenty•
three '' half-breed," families or lodges, often two or more in one house.
2. Hn-1.l-than, or Fish Town, occupied by a mixed population of full-blood Indians
and half-breeds numbering twenty-four lodges.
~- Point Village, occupied altogether by full-blood Indians, with a cotmcil-house on
the north bank of the Niobrani, River, a dista::::.t settlement, from _6 to 8 miles from
Agency Village, according to the route traveled, which is regulated by the season, or
by alarn,s of hostile invasion ; and these causes tend also to induce migratory. habits
in the people, who stav only a portion of the time at their village, and spend the greater
part of the season nuder shelter of the a,g ency gnus. Population, fifty-oix lodges at the
time of my arrival here, living in tents or tepees among the forest-trees, two miles from
the agency vi11age.
.
The farming operations bad not been profitable. A very little wheat and oats was
the result, although a large tract of land, amounting to near 200 acres, had been cultivated. The grasshoppers and hail-storms previous to and in the harvest season had
wrought irreparable damages, and I found the Poncas entirely dependent upon Goverun_1ent rations for support. A few families had· wild beans, dug up by the women,
but in very limited quantities; none had corn. At the Point Village I found about 15
bushels of potatoes set around the cook-stove, which were frozen aud spoiled. Flour and
beef were occasionall.v issued by delivery to the chiefs, who distributed at their pleas~re to whom they would, regulating quantities of the viands disbursed by favor or disfavor. In the general appearance and exhibit of the Ponca tribe my first impressions
we1-.,, as I have always since maintained, that it is possible by firmness and faithful11ess to reach the heart of the untamed, uneivilized Indian, and to build therein a moral,
social, and busin ess capacity.
*
*
"
. "
*
·*
My earliest efforts wern directed to the disabusing the minds of the Indians of the
final power of brute force as pitted against the power of intelligence-which included
efforts to ameJJd-and a sk illful industry which would be labor-saviug, and yield a
grea,ter percentage of profit for the outlay. A few well-directed strokes of an ax
would accomplish more than the manifold random blows of an ill-directed aim; a house,
larger than the ordinary, full of light, chiuked and plastered, warm and snug when
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the cold wjncls blow, cleanly always, well ventilated and well kept, would he a home
it wa ought to make appreciated; small cupl.Joards, tables and benches, bedsteads and
. hon e-doo1 , wHh an extra window for ventilation, a pine honse-cloor, as all to be desired in that direction, was ac1<led, and few (not, one-fourth) but possess these treasures
now.
o filth or garbage offends the sen1,e of smell, and shelves and clotheE-hooks exchanO'e a pendant condition for the ill-kept garments ou a pile of filth and rottennes~.
The 1~ sons of the past b:1ve left a few tiny Hl-nurtnrecl seeds which, with a sickly vitality, h::i,ve continued to live, but are now a grateful evidence of the ueep earnestness
of tlie tillers of the sofl. As the efforts of to-clay clear away, in some me::i.sme, the
cbokiug weeds, these little flowers lift up their heads, shed a fragrance in the pathway,
al)(l impart a beauty to the rugged rocks around us.
The Poncas appear a strong, hearty race of people ; the men much more so than the
females; from reports, peacefully disposed toward whites and to other Indians, except
attacked or molested in their persons or property. They are ill-provided with a.rrns
and wit,ltout fonds to purchase them, unless taking that money which they so much
need for improvements, agricultural an<l civiliziugaid. They caunothuut with safety,
and, except the blankets aud annuity goods supplied tbem once a year by Government,
have no clothes and a,re often found nearly uaked, or clad in tattered blankets or old
buffalo-robes, affordiug poor protection against cold and thrown aside as m-aclapt~<l
for snmmer wear. These deficiencies1 in a great measure, as far as summer clothing- 1s
concemed, have been supplied by missionary benevolence. Scrofula and consumpt10n
have made drea<lful ravages among the tribe, but I am hopiug that cleanliness, proper
food in quality and quantity, a more act.ive life, and change of mode and materials for
living, have wrought a beneficial change in these people's sauitary condition.
I fonnd tbat I bad to adrlress myself to the task of changing the tribal relations-the
servile snbmi ion of tlie commonalty to the chiefs and head-men-in other words, to attack tbe revenue policy of the Ponca cl.liefs; and on the 27th day of November, 1872,
commen eel the plan of "family dist,ribut,ion," giving to each bead of a family, accordi 1g to the number of persons, women and chi1,1ren, he was shown to have on the cen
!:!US-list. * * * To disarm the anticipated resentment of the chief:;, we promised
aud gave one extra fa.mily-ratiou to each of the leading ch iefs, and sometimes presents
for feasts. Tbns the chang·e was smoothly made, a11d soon became au accomplished
fact without any fear of falling back.
"
*
*
*
"
The winter season was consumed in logging, which brought ns 350 logs, cuttiug firewood for mill and shops, &c., in repairs to corrals, stables, and buildings, care a.nd
tending of tock, care and shtnghtering of beef-cattle, &c., as our facilities for freezing
were neces, arily very limited, the weekly disbursement , work in saw-mill, &c. The
winter sea.<;ou Lad several severe storms, in none of v,·hich any of the Government cattle uffered, a.ucl often to prevent suffering the Ponca cattle were taken into the agency
corral and cared for. In the fearfu l storm of April last more than half the Indian
ponie wer lo. t and severnl Indian cattle. One man, one woman, and a boy perished
togeth r, burie(l in a snow-drift, while they were searching for fuel, and had sheltered
in a ra.vine.
*
*
*
*
"
*
*
A the spring opened the melting snows on the bill-sides :filled t,he valleys with
wnt~r a foot or more deep, and but few patches of high ground were above water. 'I'he
Mi · onri Riv •r, np to the mi<l<lle of Jnue, continued to rise and fall ofteu rapidly, and as
farming pr ~r ·scd on th Missouri River valley chiefly, the btHl<ling crops of corn ancl
potntocs and various e<libl s on tlie Iudi,tn allotrnePt worked from the early morn to
ev ning, ex ·ept during the hotter mid-clay, by Indian men and women exclusively, with
dilig _n
3:11<1 will, in tructed and encouraged by the farmer and my. elf, were my
esp •c1~l p_rnl' and gratification .
o diligent were tbe workers, so rea<ly for instruction,
c ult111 '111 ·leauly k pt gronnds, tha,t my sorrow and mortification cannot be estimated
wh n th_ : d of Jnly ultim? brongLt the commencement of a rnin to our pro ·p cts in the
unr tram d and nur tnunalile rapidly advancin•r over.flow of the Mi ouri River and
for n ar two w t>k thereafter the work of salvaO'~ from the ever-threatenin<Y dedtructi _u · ·npi d _1wnrl • ~ay n.ud night our wbohHtv~ilable labor-force. \Ve nc~eedeu by
unit d ffort 111 carry1t10' from the river-bank to near half a mile inland the whole of
h ag n ·y unil<ling , mechanic ' houses tal.JlinO' and sheds and more than twenty
Iodiau h u ' :_w<l uearly v ry pan 1 of 'fencing a'rouncl the iudian field, all of which
ba b • n t !ht <lat re. tored with addition and improvements. The Ponca , with
fr qn n urg111wl aud word of nconraO'ement iucrea. ed wacre and prompt paym nt
w rk dwell :uul Jou _,. oft u through th~e night; and the fact° that the di a ter did not
o t t~ t ·~\ <loll~~r of_ a.ctual Jo s is to be attributed to their labor, continuous and per'''. ' rill", lll?urnntr n k fo~ the pr
rvation of prop rty, working ometime over the.
w1ftl flowwg wat •r ·, t rnbl and turbid on the edrre of tbe newly formed curr nt
but a ii " inc·h IJ low tL m, and int wbidh a fall wo1~d ba,v then li enc rtain death,
. v o to n Iu,!iau. ~hr bnnclr d yard. cleep of the Mi. ouri Riv r frontaO'e ha b n
rngnl~ ,1 for 11 ar 11111_ n tb li . ouri River, and th ite of the old agen ~ villaO' i
now th he<l of th nrn111 ·h,rnn l of the riv r. The Indian fi •ld tb re of ixty acre b,
utt•r ·<l row a ·tual lo · of ground very considerably, but wa n arly all nbmerged
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and the whole crop destroyed or damaged, while the land away from the Missouri River
lost almost as much of its produce from the earlier immersion oftbe snow-water, the late
seasou in consequence preventing the planti1;1g a greater breadth of field, and otherwise rendering agricultural operations precar10us and_less profitable.. The acc?mp~nying returns show that all was done t-bat _could be to rnsure succes~ m t~at direct10n;
and that a failure was brought about neither by negligence nor lazmess 1s some solace
to the sorrow we all feel.
Another cause, not only that of disquietude, but that it demoralizes <?Ur people and
breaks in on our plans, and hinders and delays operations, cooping us up in too narrow
bounds for safety's sake, and thus narrowing our area of and for improvements, is the_
frequent visits of the hostile Sionx. It is almost a weekly occurrence that one or
more horsemen are seen by the guards stealthily approachit1g the working parties or
the villages, and are to be chased away, at the expense of two or three hours' delay.
But far worse is the record of disasters from frequent engagements with hostile Indians, who come in force to fight in disproportionate numbers these poor ill-armed, but
r eally brave Indians, peaceably imbibing and receiving the practical lessons ·of civilization, and proving to their friends their evident desire to better their condition.
I found here a military force of ten men with a second-lieutenant commanding: but
these were withdrawn November 19, 1872, and no military aid was nearer than Fort
Randall, D. T., thirty to thirty-five miles away in a northwesterly direction, and at the
Bohemian settlement of the Niobrara River Valley, :fifteen miles in a southwesterly 'direction, both approached from here through a country indented with ravines and dot-.
ted 8Ver with trees and shrubs of stunted growth, forming an undergrowth impenetrable to the passing eyesight, and, consequently, a most excellent .covert for an ambushed
enemy. No soldiers were sent here until March 13, 1873; withdrawn again in May; a
smaller number returned in June, and since then the detachment has consisted of five
to seven men, with orders to protect no working party, nor pass in fighting hostile Indians, beyond a limit, which is about three hundred paces west of the church building;
to guard no wagon train or perform other duty than to suppress internal commotion
among the Poncas, and protect Government property from their outrages; and this on
account of the small number which composed the detachment, the Yellowstone expedition leaving but few men in garrison at Fort Randall, D. T.
On one occasion only, ten men have been sent at my request for the protection of
the Ponca village, at the Niobrara, when attacked and stock driven off, and also for
the benefit of white settlers in the Niobrara Valley, sufferers from attacks of 'hostile
Indians, in August last. D11ring my absence from this agency, in obedience to directions of the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in September last, the following telegram was received by Agent Ga,ssman, at Yankton agency, who has telegraphic
communication with the forts above and the States below his agency:
CHEYENNE, Septernber 22, 1873.
'l'o JAMES GASSMAN, Yankton Agency:
Please notify the Ponca agent that a war-partv of one hundred Sioux left this agency
18th instant, to attack the Poucas.
··
J. J. SA VILLE,
United States India]!, Agent, Red Cloud Agency.

The superintendent, at the time of the receipt of the telegram, was also awav in
s~arch of stolen horses, intrusted to a white employe, who, with the team and· ~arnage he drove, were missing and unheard of; and my wife, with two other white
women, six white chi_ldren, two white employes, and fifty-six Indians·, and these very
poorl;y armed, and without a leader, asked through Agent Gassman for military aid.
Luckily ~he _as~ist::i,nce asked wa~ not then required for :figp.ting the expected Indians,
nor was it given, many perceptible shape; but the mental prostration of my poor defenseless wife, which immediately followed, will long be remembered by me. We have
had, as your office has been promptly informed, quite a number of attacks from hostile
Ind_iau~, _res1;1-lting in a loss, ~hen the number of the marauders and the frequency of
the~r v1sita~10ns are tak_e_n mto a?count, comparatively trifling in the aggregate. 10
Indian pomes, stolen at different times. 2 American horses, stolen at different times.
4 work-oxen-2 killed; 2 died from wounds. 1 cow killed.
.
The Poncas, having thus almost unaided kept the enemy at bay with little better
tha?- clubs an~ bow~ and arrows, and fought their way through a season of greater
I?enl from hostile Ind1ans than ~as ever before been encountered by them, as I am in*ormed, . ask only that _guns ~f l~ng range and capacity for speedy execution be put
mto_tbeir hands, and tlm; apphcat10n I would earnestly indorse and urge upon the attent10n of the D e_partment ~s an act of j?stice _to these brave men, who are struggling
upward to the hght, and 1f protected m their persons and property, and given such
~fficient aid as their rate of progress requires, will, as the evidences bear me out in saymg, make a reconl tlrnt cannot but justify the benevolent intentions of the Govern-
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ment and prove beyond cavil that the Indian can be and will be made to contribute to
th~ general welfare, and can appreciate while he shares the benefits and blessings he
ba. with others earned.
From the attacks of hostile Indians the Poncas ha,ve lost in person, three men killed,
and bad three others wounded, all of which have recovered, one of them with the lo.
of an eye. Attacks from war-parti_es in sD?-all or large numbers have been frequ~nt,
and made both during the day and m the mght season . Every reasonable precaution
which suggested itself to my best judgment has been, and will be taken for the safety
and comfort of the people ancl their property, and I am grateful to Almighty Provi-dence that the bloodthirsty and heathen enemy, whose errand is evident mischief, has
never surprised the Poncas, or taken them at a greater disadvantage than what I have
stated heretofore, al ways a superiority of numbers, and better guns on the side of the
a sailants. We have a few plain signals with the bell and t,he voice, which an well
under tand, and which evoke always a ready response. There are no cowards in
c.amp, except it be the young women and small children; the old women, when they
are not permitted to fight, urge on the lagging and make most excellent camp followers,
and hi the last battle, (October 15 ult.imo,) when no other way was left, an olcl Ponca
women, to contribute to the defense of the village, while brandishing a long knife she
c.arried to qniet opposition; caught and made ready for the affray, the Indian ponies
of the village, and riding around unt.il she found a footman, gave him the horse, if his
.
face were toward the fighting ground.
• Two battles, one of June 9 ultimo, over 100 of the enemy, (from the Brule, lower,
c hiefly,) were confronted and routed with no loss in men, and but two horses on the
Ponca side, but the pathway of the retreating enemy was marked by a continuous line
of blood from the wounded ponies and persons for near fifteen miles, where the pursuit ended. The second battle of October 15 ultimo, in which over 200 hostile Indians were counted, was the most formidable in numbers and destructive elements.
On the 8th day of August, ultimo, the Hon. Edward P. Smith, Commisf,ioner of Indian Affairs, on a tour of inspection visited this agency, and on the 9th day of August,
ultimo, after a conference with the agent who furnished &uch information, in response
to the inquiry as would seem to justify that course, the honorable Commissioner directed
the agent to commence a system of universal labor wherein the able-bodied Indians of
the Ponca tribe should work for a living, and for t,hose things that they had come to
::regard as necessary to their personal comfort, and essential to their welfare. The free
"'' ration system" should be abolished, and, except to the old and infirm, the orphan
e hildren and family of deceased Poncas, and the temporarily disabled, no free ration
-should be given, but all should buy with the proceeds of their labor. It was hoped
and believed that among the Ponca triue conld be found sufficient good material for
folly testing the long mooted question as to whether .an Indian is, or would be, with
fair advantages, capable of self-sustenance, and t,he problem fairly presented.
To the Indian nature the question of labor presents itself as a degradation, and to
<>vercome this di taste for labor is a work of itself harder to perform than any task
-or trial ever pre ented to him. I had not only to contend with this contempt within,
bnt as the matter bad been talked of by the Commissioner as to other Indians, at their
different agencies he bad visited, it had become a subject of deep thought and
of vexatious disquiet to the Indians above and below this a~ency. Three delegations
of Yankton and others came down to talk the Poncas mto a combination disfavoring and condemning the labor movement. My abilities as a debater were severely
t . t ,r, and I was at la t brought to see that a dictator was the proper person to cope
with th ituation. " " " During the year past [we] have, (with the exception ofan
: vent re of ix white mechanics and machinists, &c.,) almost exclusively with Indian
labo.r, cut :350 log , burned a large quantity of charcoal, chopped and handled fire-wood,
[ nt] 11 a.r 1,000 fence-posts, which have all, (with many others, [used] in straightening f n • s,
.) b en employed in new fences around new fields; grubbed new land
of up rilu ll8 root and tree-stumps; plowed (broken) for the next year's crop,
· n amount abon~ 100 aero ; cultivated lands plowed. dragged, cleaned, or attempt,ed
t b , and _cnlt1vated s eels drilled in, and drill driven and controlled by Indian
Jab r, w c1m _and farm labor, done by mon and boys, (Poncas,) two of four reaper
and mower , gm ed and altogether controlled by Indian labor; cut and gathered
tbr bn_nclr d and £tty ton of bay, (Indian labor nearly exclusively;) [built] seven
rg l r1dg ; opened n w and hort 'r routes between villages, timber land , anti
,r ct , n w o~ pr po ,a to b oc~upied for farming or agricultural purpo es. Over two
< od a haJf mil s of n_ w r<?ad with bridge-drains have been made, including cuttinlT
.aroaucl hill , and movrng dirt by wagons and wheelbarrows-some carried in blanketstl? ro <l-b cl tbr?o ha portion form d by trees cut down, and with wood-bru h and
hrt orf- £ mm"'ar al-bod. owhitelabor[was]employedonroads. [TheotberimJ>r v. m ot ar. :] hl;l. c. rral ; sto k-sbeds in three corrals, large, with large hay-rack ·:
1 •v 1mg, rapmg, d1 tch1ng oo tr ets and grades by Indian labor; stables 70 feet long:
t ''? 1, rg ' r bou s, c ru-b~u . and granary; tool-house and armory; conncil-hou. •:
I· 1rl, uk. '·sea.le-boa· ; old1ers' Quarter ; over thirty Indian houses rebuilt and new·
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·epairs and ailditions to agent's house and office. We have an Indian engaged in making
-0x-yokes ox-bows and helves for axes and hatchet,s; an Indian carpenter, who can put
,u p house~ with do~rs, windows, &c. ; put on locks, an_d glaze windows, &c.; we ?av~ two
,drive-wells, made this summer, and now in operatwn. ?-'he grea~er part of this _has
been done by the increased labor force of August_ 9, ultimo. It i_s _a_ pleasant view
where an Indian has his house, stable1 and yard, with hay-sta~k adJ01_m_ng; and at ~he
Point Village, (Niobrara,) the full-bloods excel the half-breeds m providmg for the ~mter while the Hu-b-than Village has scarcely a house where the stable and sometimes
.a plow and wagon shed does not form part of the homestead.

*

;,

*

*

*

*

*

White Eagle, the head-chief of the full-blood Indians, lives at the ~oint Vplage,
.and was the last to "fall into line" on the labor scheme, but has smce gmded a
.mower for grass and a reaper for hay. I have provided him with a large_ di_nner-bell,
which he rings just after breakfast and dinner to go w work, and at the qmttmg times.
;So much is won from barbarism. Eagle is a young man, not thirty years old, but not
;physically strong, though broad-shouldered and of commanding presence. Latterly
his conduct and manner have been cordial, ancl have been shaped to aid, instead of, as
in the past, to hinder and perplex.
The assets of the tribe, individual property, are about 40 wagons, and about 60 yoke of
oxen, which will be increased by 15 other wagons, on the way now, thrasher, 2 drills,
large and small, 27 cows, quite a number of cook-stoves and household furniture,
-chiefly made on the agency. Four have clocks in their houses, beside the usual agri<mltural tools, 40 hay-forks, 4 horse-rakes, several plows, barrows and drag, bay and
wood racks, shovels, spades, grubbing-hoes and garden-hoes, with several ponies, and
near twenty sets of harness; and I am very much gratified to be able to report that
many, nearly all, are very careful as to the condition and keeping of their goods, and
peak with .p ride of their possessions. The feeling is growing that au idle man is as
much to be scorned as the worker was, and the Poncas exclaim of a non-worker, '' no
work-no flour ;" and they have now ceased to threaten to break down the doors to
procure what the lazy man could not get, food without work.
I am inclined to the belief that there is a very perceptible improvement in the moral,
·social, and physical condition of the Poncas. They are learning habits of obedience,
.and gaining confidence in the superior knowledge of their instructors; they are often
petulant, like spoiled children, and though not as easily rebuked, yet a stern glance,
-0r a sharply spoken word, generally quiets the most obstreperous. I think it is right,
.and best for their interests, to gain daily, as much as safely may be, an influence and
authority, which can substitute new ideas for their old notion's, and command a confi-dence which insures obedience, not from servile fear, but that their reasoning powers
are aroused to action, and can easily perceive the personal benefit to accrue to them
from the source of former favors, now estimated at a value, which to lose would not
be desirable. Regulations are made and kept, and the " morning rule" of the " getready bell," rung 20 minutes before 8 o'clock a. m., arouses the village, while the sharp
sound of the" labor-bell" gives a view of the hurrying Poncas at the superintendent's
-Office, where each worker must be at roll-call to get his mark, and allotment for labor,
•Or return disconsolate, with a half day's loss and a short notch on bis own record.
Respectfully submitted.
CHARLES P. BIRKETT,
United States Indian .Agent, Poncas.
Hon. EDw. P. SMITH,
Commissioner Indian .Ajfafrs, Washington, D. C.

34.
RED CLOUD AGENCY, WASHINGTON TERRITORY,

August 113, 1873.
Sm: In compliance with the requirements of the Department, I have the honor to
make the following report of the Indians at the Red Cloud agency the past year:
. At the ol~ agency on the Platte farming was not commenced, owing to the uncertain
time of th ell' removal to the new place that was selected last season for their home.
The removal of these Sioux away from the Platte could not be effected last season,
owing to the opposition of Red Cloud and his particular friends, the "Bad Faces.',.
Red Cloud proved recreant to his promises made to the Government by opposing the
removal and all the chiefs that favored it.
The agency was removed the first of this month, after much trouble with these same
" Bad Paces." It is n?w located on White River, about eighty miles east of north, in
a very pretty -yalley with good water and all the farming land they will'require for the
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next ten years. Building material can be had within ten miles of the agency, and good
bay-land in about fifteen.
They hould be furnisbed with Ree corn, for seed, as early in the spring as po~sible.
Thi i be t for the altitude, as it is hardy, productive, and is ready for roasting-ear
within six weeks after it is put in the ground.
The di position of these Indians and those of the nort,h toward the whites bas
changed ruuch for the better within the past year. They show more feeling of dependence. and more anxiety to be at peace; all of which they try to cover up with a greateramount of bravado talk by the soldiers, while the chiefs say very little. Those Indians from the north that spent the winter here were quite well disposed, and spoke
well. They were not disposed to dictate or complain as those who had been a long
time at the agency. This marked improvement among all of these Sioux is greatly
owing to the generous course pursued by the Department in feeding them the past
winter.
The northern Inilians came to these agencies starving and enemies, and received the
same kind care that was given to those who had been here for years, though the
chiefs were loth to come to the agency. When they first came in they sent their
soldiers to get rations that they might taste white man's food without his knowing of
it; but after a few issues they came to acknowledge their dependence.
Those Indians that committed the depredations on this frontier the past year were
compo ed of Bad Face Sioux of the Ogallala band, numbering about forty lodges, and
have not been fed at this agency. The head-men of these outlaws are Crazy Horse,
Little Big Man, and Litt.le Hawk. It is reported these have headed the war parties
that kill d the whites. Red Cloud is called the chief of all the Bad Paces by the Indians, and most of his relatives belong to the outlaws. His son-in-law was one of the
principals in killing the two women in the Sweetwater country in July.
For the good of the Indians, as well as the peace of the frontier, it is important that
these murderers be summarily dealt with. By education the Indian is incapable of
appreciating leniency, and to prevent a border war it requires more firmness in their
ma,nagement. To do this the agent must have force to enforce bis demands.
The Cheyenne and Arapahoes, for the first t,i me since their treaty with the Governmeut, have all been at the agency the greater part of the year. They behaved themselves w 11 and avoid d ~Lll bad talk in their councils. These Indians are anxious for an
ag ncy by themselves, which is conAiderecl advisable if selected on the reservation, as
their going south to join their people is impracticable, and they should be away from
the ionx in drawing their ration .
Very re pectfully, your obedient servant,
J. W. DANIELS,
Acting United States Inclian Agent.
The C0;\L\U , IO ER OF INDIA AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C.
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There is a growing interest felt in scho~ls, though some difficulties still to overcom~;
superstiLion and want of parental authority are perhaps-the greatest: The teache~ 1s
laborincr with commendable zeal, and about forty boys have been rnstructed durmg
the parft year. Those that attended with some degree of regularity have adyanced
rnpiclly.
.
Houses for the Indians to live in would not only conduce to more regular attendance
at school, but would have a civilizing iufl.uence over them in many ways. They speak
of houses and cattle as their greatest want not yet provided for. They have been comfortably subsisted during the past year. This bas been dealt to them by a regular system, by which every man, woman, and child get their exact rations, and the tallypaper of each issue, giving the number of Indians and the amount issued, is :filed
away for reference.
Treaty stipulations on the part of the Government have in the last three years been
strictly complied with at this agency; perhaps the only exception is the continued and
persistent eftort of white men to crowd upon the reservation, the bad result of which
may be severely felt at some future time.
The general appearance of the Indians bas very much improved. Instead of the
dirty, squalid, sickly people they once were, they are now becoming much more tidy
lin their dress and cleanly in their persons and habits ; they are cheerful and healthy,
and say that there are about two births for one death in the tribe, whereas they were
heretofore rapidly decreasing.
·
Neighboring tribes of Indians have sent runners to this agency to see if it was true
that the Shoshones bad settled quietly down on their reservation and commenced
farming. The Crow Nation has sent, congratulating the Shoshones on the favorable
<ihange in their affairs. Shoshones who left the tribe long ago, and other Shoshones,
mixed bloods, numbering 46 lodges and 216 souls, h?,ve lately come into the agency,
and ask that they m~y be permitted to stay and learn to farm; and it is reported
:among the Indians that many more desire to come, and I have no doubt will be
here in clue time.
Many difficulties have to be met and overcome, yet there is no reason known to me
why these Indians shall not be self-subsisting in a very few years, and a secure foundation laid for civilization.
I am, ve-,;y respectfuJly, your obedient servant,
JAMES IRWIN,
United States Special Indian ..dgent.
Hon. EDWARD P. SMITH,
Cornmissioner of Indian Affairs, Wa.shington, D. C.

36.
OFFICE INDIAN AGENT, NEZ PERCE INDIANS,

Lapwcti, Idaho, September 9, 1873.
Sm: In compliance with the requirements of the Department I respectfully submit
t he following as my annual report:
TIIE TRIBE,

During the past year the Indians have been unusually quiet; those living on the reserve having engaged largely in farming, manifesting greater interest than ever before
.and the r~sults of their labors showing greater progress in the art of husbandry; and if
they contmue to progress as rapidly as appearances now indicate they will, it will not
b_e _long before they will be in reality a civilized people and worthy of becoming
c1t1zens.
'l'hose living outside the reserve are mostly non-treaties, and do not make much progress or advancement. They bn.ve given no trouble during the past season and seem
to have made op their minds to get along as easily as possible with all.
'
Joseph and ~and have spent the greater part of the summer in the Wallowa Valley
and will remam there until snow falls.
FARMING.

T_he crops ~re much better this season than last, and those Indians who cultivated
,t hen fields ~111 have plenty and to spare. Many such will find a good market for their
e;urplus, h~vrng from fifty to one hundred bushels of grain for sale. The products of
lands cultivated for the agency is in excess of that of last year. Will have an abundance o~ v~geta_bles_ for the schools and nearly enough wlleat for one year. The table
of stat1strns will give det::i,ils of farming.
There are many old Indians that have been cast off who will have to be cared for
,during the coming winter; a part of their subsistence will come from that raised at the
.ageucy.
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SCHOOLS,

Th boarding school has been in successful operation until the first of July, when a
vacation was given. Many of the boys were getting tired of being kept in school so
lon(T, and I thought it best to let them go home and help their parents through harvest 7
and by, uch means prevent them from getting dissatisfied and running away.
Tbe cholars have made marked progress in their studies the past year; one is capable of carrying on a correspondence with friends living in adjacent Territories, and i s
now as good an interpreter as can be found among the Indians. The school will commence again the 15th of September with renewed vigor, an<l we hope to have many
new scholars to look after. The schools will be divided; t,he one at Kamiah for the
girls and the one at Lapwai for the boys, which will prevent some trouble we have had
heretofore by keeping the two sexes together.
IMPROVEMENTS.

There b .1s not been the amount of building among the Indians I hoped for this season.
As soon as our mill is repaired I believe the Indians will bring along their logs, and we
may yet be able to do something in getting out lumber and building for them this season.
During the summer and fall I have caused to be erected at Lapwai one church and one
hospital and dispensary, and at Kamiah one church and one boarding and lodging
hou e for the school, all of which make a great improvement to the Government buildings.
·
In this connection I would call attention to an estimate forwarded some time ago, and.
which now accompanies this report, for buildings for employes. We need two new
buildings at Lapwai and two at Kamiah. I have six employes at Kamiah outside the
school, and only two very uncomfortable and small log-houses for them to Ii ve, in .
Here at the agency there are but three buildings that are fi-t to be occupied as dwellings, the balance are continually needing repairs. United States inspector of Indian
ail:'airs, E. C. Kemble, said they ought to be condemned, and said he would recommend
that the new buildings be allowed. The repairing of the Lapwai mills will be commenced next week and completed as soon as possible.
INDIANS LIVING OUTSIDE THE RESERVE ,

The D partment cannot too soon take the necessary steps toward those living outside
tbo re rve. It should be decided who are to come on the reserve and occupy the suitable land that can be found, so far as such lands will go, allowing each head of the
family twenty acres, and tbe remainder allowed to take the same amount of land in
th l calities decided upon, and the same attached or considered a part of this reserve,.
~hat pr~tecti~u may. be .theirs, and P.revent settlers from crowding the Indians off or
mt rfenng with their nghts as now 1s the case. The treaty of 1860, as also the treaty
of 1 6 , provides for the locating of all the Indians, and it should be done at as early
a day a po sible.
. 'ome measnres ought to be adopted wherety the Indians can be prevented from gomg. to the buffalo cou.utry. A party has just come in with great stories of how they
wb1pp d a party of Sioux an(l captured mules, horses, &c., creating quite a desire on
the part of ma,ny to go back next spriog and try their hand at it. When they go they
stay on year, con equently nothing can be done toward civilizing such, and by their
xampl th y keep o.thers from set.tling down. If orders could be given to the military
to tum back all Indians from this Aide of the mountains next summer Ithi.nk it would
l1av th d ired effect, and end all trouble in the future from that sou:ce. Many of theold ludiaus would r goice at such a move.
During Angu, t Ilon. !, P. C. Shanks visited this agency, pending one week. He
m •d mncli pl a ed.w1th what be saw here and the appearance of the Indians. Hem~ mo, t of th l adrng m n of the treaty and non-treaties.
Fl.I la, t of A~1gu t E. C. Kemble, e q., United States inspector Indian affairs, made
this ag n ,'Y _ii is1 , remaining eight days, during which time he examined account r
pap r ,bmldtng , c., also visited Kamiah, leaving here for Colville, September 3, 1 i3.

Estimalecl oost of Jou1· new biiildings rcqu-ired for -use of the employcs on the Nez Perce Indian
reservation, Iclaho.
Two clw lling nt Lapwai, at :1,500 ..•••••.••.•••.•.• ·-·· .••••• _.. .•••.. ...•
Two clwelliurrs at Karuiab, at ·1, 500 .••••..........•.••• ···--· ··-··· ...•.....

6,

All f whi 11 is r . pectfnlly snbmitted .
ry r ·p · •tfnlly, your ob di nt servant,
J

H n.

0. B. MONTEITH,

n P., MITH,
'ommission r of Indian ..clffairs, Washington, D.
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37.
FORT HALL INDIAN AGENCY, Iclaho, October 8, 1873.
Srn: I ba,ve the honor to submit the following as my annual report of the condition of

affairs in this agency:
RESERVATION.

The reservation is ample, both as to size and capacity, not only to subsist the Inuians
now occupying it, but with suitable arrangements could 1:>e made to ~ccommodate several thousand. The size, em bracing as it does about fifty miles square, is _all tha~ could be
desired. It is a matter of doubt whether Indians in the near future, with their lack of
experience in agricultural pursuits, with the labor of irrigation, and the liability of
grasshoppers and crickets destroying the most promising crops, should be exp~cted to
subsist themselves; yet there is no doubt but with herds of cattle and sheep, with such
ample means to subsist them as this reservation affords, especially if there could he added
manufacturing and mechanical pursuits ev~n in their most simple forms, they could soon
uecome entirely self-supporting.
THE FARM.

Farming in this country seems to be an experiment, i.e., the raiiaing of grain, :t~d I hav~
no idea that any judicious man would like to depend. on it exclusively for a hvmg; yet
with such facilities as this country and especially this reservation afford, there should
be little apprehension of failur:e. The land of this farm is as good as almost any la1;1d
in any part of this sage-bush country. We have reported some 200 or more acres m
cnltivation, to which we have added some fifty or more this season. Our crops are
mostly fair, though nothing very extraordinary. The potato yield would have b~en
much larger but for the raid of crickets on them when they had reached near the per10d:
of bloom; as it is, most of our grain and vegetables are a fair yield. There can be added
to the farm some 50 or 75 acres more, with the present means of irrigat,ion, i.e., with our
present amount of water and the dam already bnilt; then, by building new dams on:
otl.terstreams there could be put in cultivation several thousand acres ofland in a<'ldition
to what we have.
STOCK.

We have a small herd of cattle, i. e., small for this country, amounting, as they do,
to only 150 or such a matter, including our work-cattle. This seems small, especially
when thousands of cattle might be kept with ease on the reservation, and the expense
only increased a small amount. Any number of Indians could be secured as herders,
as they are fond of the occupation, and I have no doubt but this in the end will be the
chief occupation of lJoth whites and Indians all over this country.
MILLS.

Our mills are now in a good condition for business, except that the bolt for the :flouring-mill i,s not yet finished; we hope, however, to have that done before spring. · The
saw-mill has been run during the summer and several thousand feet of logs made into
lumber, and quite a portion of it is already in improvements on the place. We have
about finished the house built for the physician, now occupied by the agent, and am
finisliing the house by the mill (bunt I suppose for the miller) for the physician to
occupy, at least for the present. We have already built a meat-house as well as also a.
flour-house, each 22 by 24 feet. They will answer an excellent purpose, especially as
we will haye a corral sufficient to keep all Indians away while we butcher, so that the
scenes heretofore occurring during the operation, making them appear a good dea1
more like swi).le than human beings, will be prevented.
INDIANS.

The Indians on the reservation are about equally divided lJetween the Bannacks and
Shoshones. The Shoshones are generall y the most docile and easily"managed; their reputation, at least, is the best by far. This season quite a number of Bannacks, young
men, have been employed on the farm, and have done excellent service. I have no
doubt, with the exception of a very few, they can be managed as easily as other Indians.
AU of the Indians on the reservation have behaved far better than the same number
of whites could be expected to do under similar circumstances. We have bad from 30 to
40 Indians employed on the farm, and herding cattle, and more earnest and cheerful
~mployes I have never seen. With proper men to superintend, and with facilities, and
mducements to encourage, I have no doubt any number could be employed, not only
on_ the farm, but also at mechanical labor. They seem to be ready to do almost anyt~rng that will yield the slightest income. It seems indeed a sad pity to see hundreds.
of men and women ready to labor even for the smallest income, and yet have to remain.
from year to year with nothing to do.
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\ bave none, nor indeed bas there ever been anything like one, on the reservation;
th re ha,· b en, indeed, no build_ings nor arrangements for a school. . w_e however _hav:e
th material now prepared, and m a few days expect to start the bmldrng and fhnsh 1t
1, for winter sets in. I secured a few days since books to start a school, and expect as
oon a po sible to get things in shape for proper tuition of those who may be induced
to atte1•1d.
I judge from what I_can learn that the Indians here were never more quiet, _and things
conn cted with them m a more hopeful shape, and yet apparently everythrng almost
to make these men such as they can be, and onght to be, is to be done. We have, with
some little change in the form of the treaty which is now hoped for soon, and with
proper outlay of means and example, labor and patience on the part of those employed
to look after them, as well as the same solicitude and evident willingness on the part
of the Department that has already been shown since our labor here, the most cheerful
hope for the future.
Respectfully, yours,
HENRY W. REED,
United States Inclian Agent.
Hon. EDWARD P. SMITH,
Cornrnissioner of Indian Affairs.

38.
CROW AGENCY, MONTANA, September 28, 1873.
Sm: I have the honor to submit herein my third annual report in regard to the
Crow Agency, and the Indians under my charge.
.
The Mountain Crows now number about thirty-two hundred souls, including halfbreeds and remnants of other tribes, who have become incorporated in the Crow Nation. They still continue to conform in all respects, as nearly as practicable, to their
treaty stipulations. About fifty lodges of River Crows have remained with the Mountain Crows during the past year, and have been mostly subsisted and clothed out of the
Mountain Crow fund. Twenty lodges more have lately joined the Mountain Crows,
and the balance (twenty lodges) have notified me that they would soon come to this
agency, and remain permanently with the Mountain Crows, thereby making but one.
tribe. Tho River Crows, in all, number about twelve hundred sou]s.
Oo. the 21st of September, 1872, a large war party of Sioux and Arnpahoe Indians
made a raid upon this agency, running off a large amount of stoek, killing one white
man, (Dr. Fro t,) two Crow squaws, and one Crow infant. .A.gain, this seasou, on the
3d of the pre ent month, they made their appearance, and tried to run off the agency
tock; but being discovered in time by the employes of the agency, they received such
a warru r coption that they failed to accomplish their undertaking, further than killing
'barl Noyes and Joseph Hosea, who were at the time about one mile from the
a(J' n y buildings, and in getting away with a few head of cows and oxen belonging
to the agency.
Abont two o'clock a. m. of the 30th of October, 1872, a fire was discovered by the
"'.at ·hruan in the bastion and laborers' quarters, and although the alarm was promptly
g1v_ n and v ry endeavor was made to save th e buildings composino- the stockade,
wmg to a_high gale of wind prevailing at the time, the buildings were all de troyed.
tog 1~ r with mo t of their contents. For foTther information upon this subject I rep ·t1nlly r t r yC'l1 to ruy sp cial report of the fire, soon after its occurrence.
From , hat mat rial I could use from Indian houses, I succeeded in erecting temporary hon
:ind qnarLers, sufOcient, barely, to prevent freezing d~riug the winter.
n ~b 1 th day of Feuruary last I issued to the Mountain Crows their annoiti s for
1 72, m 1? pr senQo of Capt. L. C. Forsyth, who was detailed from Fort Ellis, Montana, t w1 n
th ame.
In r gard t th f3:rruing operations at this a~ency for the present season, I have to
r po1t almo tan. otire failure. Owing to the farm being situated in the low bottoml_an<l n ar h riv r, tb xtreme high flood inundated nearly the whole of the farm
for m wo month , thereby almost utterly destroying the entire crop. A portion of
th
r a] w nld bow ver have matur d had it not been tbat a large and cl tructi.e
arm:r of gra h J?P r f?ad it appearance jnst before the grain wa ripe. For further
p rt1colar n h1 ubJ ct, se farming stati tic .
In r "'ard t lt pr gres of the cbools, I have to report the same o]d tory · th·
n tc n warfar b tw n th rows and ioux, and th un ettled conclition of tb1
ng 11
h iug th
xcu as usual. But the real fact is, that the Crow have not yet
h' n a~ u Y Inrliau long non h to e and no.d r tand the nece sity of an Engli. h
<l • t1on or the b nefit d rived therefrom. In my opinion, the ouly way to accom-
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plish anything in the way of educating these Indians, is by having a series of books
pnl>lished iu their own language.
.
On the 31st of July last, Hon. F. R. Brunot, Gen. E. Whittlesey, and Dr. James
Wright, arrived at this agency with instructions from th~ Hon. Secretary of the Interior to negotiate with the Crows for their present reservatwn. After fnlly_nnderstanding their business and instructions, and the wishes of the Government 11!- regard to
them, the commissioners, on the·16th of August, co~pleted an agreem~nt with them to
cede all their present reservation, and to take in heu thereof "'.'hat 1s known as the
Judith Basin comprising about one-third .tbe extent of territory as that of the
present reserv'ation, and lying on the south side of ~be Missouri R!ver. ~n co~nection
with this matter, I beg leave to Atate that the supplies not yet havmg arrive~ from the
East, I have been compelled to parchase sugar, coffee, &c., from N. Story, rn order to
subsist tliese Indians in accordauce with treaty stipulations. I have also been compelled to purchase supplies for hospital use, on rnquisition of physician, and by recommendation of tlie special commission, such as tea, rice, hominy, fruit, and corn meal,
to be issued to sick Indians; and hope my action in the matter will meet the approval
of the Department.
.
Having received orders, I according-ly turned over the Crow agency and all property
and appurtenances thereto belonging, on the 17th instant, to my successor, James
Wright.
.
Respectfully submitted,
F. D.PEASE,
Agent jo1· C1,.ow I ncl-ians.
Hon. COMi\USSIONER INDIAN AFFAms,
Washington, D. C.

39.

FLATHEAD INDIAN AGENCY, MONTANA,
September 8, 1873.
Sm: I have the honor to submit this my first annual report of the condition and
management of this agency. I also inclose herewith statistics of farming and education.
On the 1st of January last I relieved my predecessor, Mr. C. S .•Tones, and on the same
day assumed the duties of agent. The condition in which I found the agency was as
poor as could' be described; the work-cattle were worthless, three of them having
since died, and the balance of the band are not expected to survive the coming winter.
There w1:1,s only one serviceable wagon, no serviceable plow, and the barrow consisted
-0f a few pieces of iron driven through some bars of rotten wood. The only property
which could at all be utilized (except the mills) was a span of horses and the wagon,
neither of w bich were first class.
There was not subsistence and forage enough to keep life in employes and stock for
one week. Tlle buildings were dilapidated and few, and everything wore an appearance of gloom and decay ; even the Indians appeared to have no confidence in any
statements made to them.
Of the twenty Indian houses ordered built by General Garfield, August 27, 1872, not
one had been finished, nor did the work on the four which had been commenced amount
to as much as the completion of one; neither was there any timber on hand or cut
for the purpose; and this was used as an argument by the Flatheads in justification
of their non-compliance with the terms of the contract made between General Garfield
.and themselves, (August 27, 1872.)
~fter a full review of the situation I deemed it advisable to change the condition of
things as soon as possible. I therefore immediately commenced breaking and fencing
la!ld preparatory to putting in crops, in order tliat I may thereby infuse the Indians
with a spirit of industry and self-sustenance. In order to facilitate the building of
the ~latbead houses, on tbe 20th of March I employed additional men and tP.ams an'd
coutrnued to employ additional means according to the exigencies of the service, until
their completion, which was effected on the 30th of Jnne last. These houses are 16 by
18 feet, one and a half stories high, well lined and ceiled, with good shingle roofs and
adobe chimneys, and one door and two windows each. Six are frames and fourteen
sa~ed logs, (the latter befog preferred by the Indians.) Two are for the second and
thud chief's, and are double the size described. In addition to those, I have built one
large four-room house for use and~occupancy by the resident physician, and repaired
the shops for present use.
Thus I have built 21 houses, repaired others, erected 1,480 rods of fencing, broken
and seeded 140 acres of land, made about 6 miles of irrigating and other ditches, cut
about 60 tons of hay, 40 tons of it a distance of 10 miles from the agency and the

618

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

balan e about four; built an excellent roller, and have now on hand a good stock of"
tool , agricultural implements, and machinery. I have also secured the entire agency crop and am making preparation for the erection of a school-house, barn, shops, employes' qnarters, &c., all of which can be erected by next spring. As soon as the shopsare completed and in operation I would recommeml that Indian boys be taken froJ'.!l
the agency-school and instructed in the different branches of mechanism. vVith th1
object in view, I have directed the teachers in charge to nominate those that appear
most capable of acquiring and utilizing a knowledge of the different trades, in order~hat they be placed under instructions as soon as practicable after the approval of
this recommendation by the honorable Commissioner.
I am endeavoring to induce these people to abandon war and the chase and adopt
the ways of civilization and industry. With this object in view I have offered to
fence, break, and seed a piece of land for each family that remain at home from warand hunting, and also prepare a sufficient quantity of lumber to build a home for
each. Promising these Indians nothing but what I give, and always giving when 1can, I have thereby gained their confidence and respect.
As there is nothing could tend more to the elevation and civilization of these people
than education, and as the boarding-school system is the only one by which it can
successfully be attained, I would earnestly recorµmend that an annual appropri:3'tion
of $3,000 l.>t, made for the extension and maintenance of the one conducted by the Sisters-of Charity at Saint Ignatius Mission on this reservation. With this additional ~ppropriation educational facilities can be afforded in the boarding-Rchool to all the children
who can be induced to avail themselves of Hs advantages. The yearly cost of schoolsoo. the reservation exceeds $4,000; of this amouut the Government bas been paying
only $1,800, and the balance bas been provided by the Sisters of Charity and the labo1 s.
of the Missionary Fathers. The schools are now in successful operation. There are
27 pupils in the boarding-school and 50 on the roll of the day-school. They are taught
spelling, rea<ling, writing, arithmetic, geography, grammar, and history; the girls are
also instructed in sewing and other needle-work and house-work generally. The boarding scholars are making good progress; but the day, very little.
·
, ..s
The sanitary condition of the tribes will compare favorably with that of neighboring
ones. The establishment of a hospital, as recommended in my letter of the 27th ult.,
is anxiously looked for by th<:lm.
The snbstitution of agricultural implements for blankets as annuities is agreeable to
them, and though not yet having an opportunity of practically testing the matter, I
believe the result will be beneficial and satisfactory.
The Flathearls and Pend d'Oreilles are more industrious than the Kootenays, the
Flatheads having 52 farms under cultivation and the Pend d'Oreilles. 55, averaging 15
acre each, making 1,155 acres, while the Kootenays have bnt 4 farms, or about 60 acres ►
The extension of the boar<ling-scbool, establishment of a hospital, and introduction
of agricultural illlplements will be productive of the most satisfactory results. These
Indians are well and peaceably disposed to the Government and the whites, and there
11ee~ be no apprehension of any hostile demonstrat.ion from them. I take pleasure in
statmg that I have never seen an Iudian of thil:l c01dederation under the influence of
liquor or evince a spirit of hostility to the whites. Alt,hough no danger need be apprehend d from the confederated tribes of this agency, yet there is a large and uncontroll~d ban~ of Nez Perces which camp in and around Missoula every spring, and the
htw m rE?lat1on to ~he sale of liquors to Indians being defective, some mercenarr white
ngage m the whisky-traffic with them to such an extent as to cause them to mdulge
in it exc . sive use, and when nuder its intlueuce they are perfectly furious and dang ~0~1s to the live and property of the people of Mil:lsoula and vicinity and in m .r
opm10n th establi hment of a military post at the latter place is the oniy protection
it p ople hav for life or propertv.
hariug in the desire of the Government and a majority of the people of this Territ?ry t fl •ct th r moval of the .l!~latbea<ls from tho Hitter Root Valley to thi reservat10u, (~swell a n<leavoring to do my dnty as an officer,) I gave the matter my earlie t
att nt1on 1 ancl on the 19th of April fast I bad so far succeeded as to secure the hearty
co- P ration ftb e_ mi ionaries, and thereby gain the entire confidence of those Indian ;
and on th ~0th of that month 14 families bad promised me that they would remove a~
? n a th 1r b u w re built, and desired my interpreter and myself to select locat10n ~or th m.
u~ eqn ntly nearly all of them expres ed themselves in favor of
a · pho _nch locat1oos as I may s lect; but, on the 5th of May, I accompanied th
th n up m1t ~<l nt Wright.to th Bitter Root Valley, and, agreeably to bi wi h
I
·all d th Iod1~~ to coun 11 on t-he 6th, when, to my utt r a tonisbment, all tbo
p o~l mo:t p 1t1v ly r fas d to remove, and expressed an ntire want of confid nc
rn h1. • tat •ru nt.. Many _of them made sp ches in opposition to their r moval, and
ha. rd th. tr 1!gth of th 1r arguments on the non-fulfillment by the Governm nt o
tl'1>at,v-~t1pnlat10n an l tb r contracts. On this occasion they frequently iut rrupt d
• Ir. ~' r1gb h. a king him if b wa peaking tbe truth in the presence of hi · od.
llavin' n ver abaud o d tb bop of ff•cti11g th peaceful removal of tbi. trib ·. I
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have never ceased to work for the accomplishment of that purpose, and there is now
no reasonable doubt of the removal of a large portion of it within the next sixty days,
When the tribe becomes thus divided the balance will soon follow to the reservation,
and there being no pressing necessity for their immediate removal it would be impolitic to resort to coercion.
I have visited most of the Indian lodges and houses in the Bitter Root Valley, and
talked as much as possible with the white settlers, and notwithstanding the desire of
the latter to see troops brought into requisition, yet some of them don't wish to part
with the Indians; nor can they state more than one case in which a Flathead has committed a crime against a white person, and this was the shooting of a cow by one who
received one hundred and :fifty lashes for the offense by order of the chief Charlos.
In reference to the act of January 5, 1873, I have spent from the 1st to the 6th inst.ant
in the Bitter Root Valley, with the view of directing the Flathead Indians in ·the selection of their lands; but I have found none who wish to avail themselves of the benefits of that act. Those refusing to remove to the Jocko reservation state that they will
remain in the Bitter Root Valley as Indians, not as citizens, and we may survey their
lands as much as we please, but they will neither recognize survey boundaries or pay
taxes.
Arley and Adolph, second and third chiefs, have on this occasion again promised me
that they and twelve or fourteen families would remove to this reservation in two
weeks time, and others would follow from time to time until none but Charlos, :first
chief, and one or two others be left in the Bitter Root Valley. In order to secure t:jie
active co-operation of the second chief, I promised to recommend him as head-chief of
the tribe in place of Charlos, who forfeits bis right by refusing to remove or be a citizen. And in consideration of the services he has rendered, I therefore recommend tbait
Arley be made head-chief of the Flathead tribe.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. SHANAHAN,
Unitecl States Inclicin Agent.
Hon. EDWARD P. SMITH,
Commissioner of Inclian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

40.
BLACKFOOT AGENCY, MONTANA,

September 1, 1873.
Sm: In accordance with instructions from the Department, I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report.
DISPOSITION O.F INDIANS.

I arrived here and took charge of the agency September 15, 1872, and from that time
np to the present writing, with one exception, which was reported at the time of the
occurrence, I have not learned of any depredations upon white men, by Indians under
my charge. Their desire, expressed and acted upon, has been not only to sustain peaceable but friendly relations with their "white neighbor," and I am pleased to report,.
as a general rule, an equally kind feeling existing on the part of the better class of settlers on the borders 0f the reservation.
Quite a number of the Piegan tribe have expressed a willingness to settle, live in
houses and cultivate the soil, and were it not for the infamous whisky-traffic, ( of which
I shall ~ake more extended mention hereafter,) I have not the slightest doubt but
~hat I might have beeu able to report a fair representation of the Indians as cultivat-·
rng farms.
NUMBERS.

AA n~arly as I have been able to ascertain from positive data, and such reliable information as has been fornished me by the principal chiefs, I :find the eAtimate mad&
last year of the different tribes belonging to this agency about correct, to wit:
No. oflodges. No. of Indians.

~lackfcet ... _... ___ •... __ .. . . _. _....... _. _... __ ..... _... _... __ •

600

3, 000-

Pi~~~~~~:::::~:::::::~:-.-_~~·.::~::·.:~~:: ..·_·_·_·_-.-.:::::·.::~~~·.:::::

~~~

~; ~~g

7,50Q,
Total ...•••.••.•• --·····-·· .•••.... ···-·· •..•.·....... -··· 1,250
Of _these, the Piegans are the only Indh-1,ns who, as a tribe, come to the ao-ency for
supplies. O_ne ba~d of the Bloods, under the chief Run_ning Rabbit, also co~e :regularl_y for tl'e 1r rations; bnt every effort on my part to rnduce the Blackfeet and the
main camp of Bloods to visit the agency has thus far proved abortive. These tribes.

620

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

rano-e
north of the British line, from two hundrecl and .fifty to four hundred miles from
0
the agency, and are kept from coming in by illicit traders, who stop at n~thing to
accompli h their purposes, thus securing the very profital>le trade of the Indians.
RESERVATION ESTABLISHED.

The recent executive order, setting aside a large portion of territory, viz, from the
Mis ·ouri River on the south to the northern boundary of Montana, and from Snn River
ou the west, extending eastward to Dakota Territory, for the benefit of th_e Blackf~et
ation, including Blackfeet, Blood, and Piegan tribes, and otbe1· Indians, 1s an action
long needed and will prove of incalculable importance and benefit to the Indians and
to the Department. Heretofore, with no defined reservation limits, a great portion of
the work of the a.gent has necessa.r ily proved futile in its results. Official orders have
been quite ignored, and when any objective ends were attained, their accornplisbm~nt
bas been under disadvantage of which the fact of no regularly defined reservation
having been established was the sole cause. This laudable change will at once work
Tadical cures for a great many existing evils.
THE WHISKY-TRAFFIC.

The most stubborn opposition with which I have had to contend, and the one great
evil with which I have been constantly fighting, is the infamous business of trading
liquor to Indians. It bas been estimated that, during the past six years, no less than
six hundrecl barrels of liquor, and that of the most poisonous quality, have been yearly_
traded to the Blackfeet Nation, and during that time no less than twenty-five per cent. of
the three tribes have died from the effects of liquor alone.
I have fought this monster with varying success during the past year; but, with
the limited resources at my disposal, it has been impossible to entirely stop it. Upon
my return from a short stay in the East, curing my recent leave of absence, I :find that
no less than thirty-two Piegan Indians, including two prominent chiefs, were killed
through the agency of liquor; and to any question which might be asked concerning
progress of the Indians, and why they are not rapidly improving in industry, civilization and religion, the answer" whisky" might be truthfully given in every instance.
I have recently, with the approval of the Department, appointed an efficient detective force, to act under the direction of Mr. Charles D. Hard, who, by cool determination, and a complete knowledge of the country and of the class of individuals with
whom he has to deal, has proven himself eminently fitted for the position; and with
the reservation lines clearly established, and the act ive co-operation of this force, I
have every encouragement to hope for a speedy and thorough check to the whisky
husiness.
EDUCATIONAL INTERESTS.

Until my arrival, ~ast September, there bad never been any school at this agency,
.and it was with the greatest difficulty that any of the children could be induced to attend school regularly. At the first opening of the school-house tbe room was crowded,
but, just as soon as tbe curiosity of the children had been satisfied, they would leave,
and their places would be filled by as many more, when they in turn would take their
departnr , until (according to the estimate of the teachers) nearly five hundred children
had vi it d the school-room, solely from curio ity, none of them returning more than
~hree or four times. And although the school, to all appearances, was in a flourishmg _c~ndit_ion, there was really nothing accomplished until some little white ~bildre_n,
farn1lt . of 3:gency ~mploye , commenced attending regularly, when a few Iucban cb1_l<l_r n, following th 1T example, became more regular in attendance, and around th1
ht_tle 11u ·leu others have been gathering, until at present there are twenty-eight or
thirty reg_ular ·bolar ; and the white and Indian children are p1easantly contending
to th r for the honor of their various classes. 'uitable buildino-s are now in cour e
of pr paratioo, and will soon be occupied as dormitories and kit~hen for a boardingchool, wb n I ahall be able to largely increase the number of regular scholars and
mak tb
h 1 on of the principal features of the agency. For further particular
·bool Ir p ctfully refer you to statistics of education accompanying thi
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sanitary measure, it is important that they should haye a proportion _of vegetable
diet. I shall also break up several garden plats and ~mld seve~al add1t10nal. hou~es,
and expect, with the abolition of the liquo~ trade, to mduce a like number of Indian
families to settle down and cultivate the soil.
MISSION WORK.

It is a fact to be regretted that there bas n~ver been a, mission-scrho?l establis~ed;
neither any missionary labor on the reservation. The Blackfeet :Nat10n of -~nd1a!1s
affords a large field for work of this kind, and I earnestly hope that somethmg will
be don e in this direction during the coming year.
I am, sir, ve,ry respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. T. ENSIGN,
U. S. Indian Agent for Bluclcfeet and others.
Hon. EDWARD P. SMITH,
Comrnissioner Inclicin Ajfafrs, Washington, D. C.

41.
OFFICE OF NEVADA INDIAN A GENC Y,
PRYAMID LAKE RESERVATION,

Nevada, &ptember 30, 187'3.
Sm: According to the regulations of tbe Indian Department, I have the honor to
submit the following as my third annual report as Uniteu States Indian agent in
Nevada.
One year ago, when I submitted my second ann1Jal report, I was full of hope, and
only looked forward with bright prospects to an early and continued success. And
now, as I retrospect the year that is past, I am constrained to believe that while
disappointments have had their· place, and not as much of success as anticipated has
attended our efforts, yet much has been gainerl for which we have cause to be grateful.
One thing is apparent to all conversant with our work: An increased interest on the
part of a largely increased number of Indians in the measures put forth by the Government for their improvement. At first it waA not often you could see Indians at
work unless a superintendent was with them continually, but now at almost any time you can see Indians working, improving their ranches, building fences, hauling stone
for dams, digging ditches, clearing lands, and, in fact, doing any and all kinds of work
known to the farmer.
l
In passing an Indian ranch, a few days ago, I discovered a building going up, the
mechanism of which was so novel that I got out of my wagon to inspect it. It was
about 14x 18 feet in size, and was constructed by cutting timber about 6 inches in
diameter and 10 or,12 feet long, squaring both ends and then setting one end in a trench
in the ground, and bringing the top ends to a line; hewing each row so that they
would fit closely together; and thus the building was complete. I interrogated the
leader as to what he was building, and he said it was for a chicken-house. I pronounced
it royal, and who knows but some wayfaring divine may ye_t have occasion to thank
him for bis indust.ry in this department of civilization 1
But this was not all; the same Indian desired that I should leave my team in care
of" one of the boys," and go with him. I went, and, to my surprise, he brought me to a
corral where I was shown a :fine young cow, with a calf by her side, that he had purchased a short time previous. What could I say'{ One year ago I recommended to the
Department the stocking of the reservations with cattle for breeding, as one of the
most important measures that could be adopted. The appropriation was not made;
but here, an Indiau, of his own accord, and with his own appropriation, bad made the
beginning. It was good to see the sparkle in bis eye while he was thus showing me
around. But this was not all. The same Indian and bis band of associates have
raised their second crop, and the past year received from the Government not to exceed
twenty-five dollars. They have broken their own horses, and have plowed, sown, and
reaped enough to give them a good support.
It affords me the greatest pleasure to be able to state that, as the Indians improve, a
growing sympathy toward them is apparent ou the part of the citizens of this commonwealth.
I have not been visited, as I have often desired and many times. expresijed, by commissioners during my service in Nevada; but now ancl then visitors have favored me
with their preseuce, and, after a brief sojourn, have gone from our field of labors with
aclvanced views of the work, and to present the workings of the policy to others in a
way to bring sympathy and interest.
Much is due to the press for the hearty support given to the efforts put forth to ameliorate the condition of the Indians. * * ., . But you may say that the Indians cannot
read, au<l how can they be thus inspirecl f Very true; but scarcely a report is made
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through tb pre that they do not learn about. They cannot read, bnt their hearing is
acut .
I aifl in the beginning of this report, that one year ago I was full of hope of a
peedy nee s; and so I was. We bad rai_se~ a ~ue crop for the number of acres ct~ltivat d and the meager means we had for 1rngatrng the lands; the season had been m
our favor; an abundance of snow on the mountains bad kept the streams up, and the
.,eepage bad aided materially in making up for any lack on the part of the ditches.
And it being in reahty the first crop raised upon the reservations of Nevada, by the
Indians, increased numbers were enlisted to work the past season, and there was no
rnlnotanco manifested by them in opening their bins and sacks of last year's growing
.and ending forth their grain for sowing the larger and more perfectly prepared. fields.
This year, at least twice the number of acres were sowed as the year before. No
one could have witnessed the industry of the Indians in clearing off the lands,
fencing, cutting cross-ditches, &c., without feeling that they were worthy of great
efforts and appliances in their behalf. To me it was an incentive to present large
claims, and press them with more than common earnestness. This I tried to do by
showing to the Department, and all concerned, the necessity of flumes and improved
means for irrigation.
"
"
"
"
"
"
*"
"
*
"
.,.
"
I now see that, could we have had the works complete that are now being completed,
a much more favorable report at this time might have been presented. The past
season proved unpropit,ious; but little snow fell in the mountains; the rivers on
both rer;ervatioris have been remarkably low dnring nearly the whole season, and
therefore, though we bad fully twice the number of acres under cultivation the
present that we had the preyious year, yet the aggregate of crops was not equal to the
previonr; harvest.
The Walker River reservation has suffered more in this respect than that of the Pyramid Lake, from the fact that a rain on the mountains of the bead-waters of the Walker
River caused a sudden rise of such force as. to break the irrigating ditch, and before
the same could be repaired the water was so low that almost an entire failure of crops
was the result. Bnt assured of success, the undaunted savages, as they are called, went
to work, and with our assistance in constructing waste-weirs, flumes, and head-gates,
they have not only repaired the breach, but have made it what it should have been at
first. A ncl tliough they failed the past year, they are sanguine that a better future
awaits them.
" Better late than never" is an old adage, but most of us prefer not to wait. In due
time the D partment was favored by Congress, and though too late to help us the past
ea on, the instrnctions came, and with the same the collateral for the long-desired
flnrne . And while I am writing this report, a good, strong force of experienced workmen are engarred in building a flume for the irrigation of this reserve, which will be,
wbon complete, twelve hundred feet long, three feet wide in the clear, and twelve
foche deep. to take the water from t,he hard bank on the west side, carry it across the
whole of the sand-fl.at, across the Truckee· River, and thence to the hard banks of the
eat icle.
At the same time a, good, strong forc;e of Indians are at work on a canal commencing
two miles and a half up the river from head of flume, all of which, in all probability,
will be ompleted wit,hin the next four weeks. The ditch of itself is a wonderful un~ ~taking for Iudiau , but, assured of its importance, the work goes on. And when
it 1
mpl te, I trust my antiquated Baptist cry for m,wh water
cease, for I am
a ~nr d tb r will b enough for all practical purposes.
t~ r us ful and important improvements have been made during the year. I need
m n 10n only one or two. Ever since I entered the service I have seen the imperative
~•a'?t f two bridg ; one to cro s the slough or inlet of Mud or Winnemuca Lake,
win b put: nt of th Truckee River near its terminus in Pyramid Lake. This was a
gr at _1,arn r to th ~· bing interests, especially as it deprived any and all parties from
r a ·luu" th Pyra1md Lake with teams. A good and substantial wagon-bridge ha
. n ·ompl ted .. Th r was also a like want on the ·w alker River, near the reservat10u-lwn, •. At tu~ the river was above all fording, and at such times great d1tl:iculty
wa ~ uml in ~rrymg on th works on both sides of J·he river, as in the case just above
m nt1011 I; w1 h h approval aud consent of tbe Department, I have bad erected :.t
~trong nh tantial frarn wagon-bridge, worth to the service and in real va,,lue four
tim what it ·o t to build.
t r ·-hon . ~av I n built, and also, without cost to the Government, a nice loghon
h wn 10 1 l , for Int rpret r Q ep. Including the hay-ranches, there have been
added t th numb r of ra_och of last_y ar ix new ones on Pyramid Lake and eig~t
otlwr · up n th 'V alk r-R1v r r rvat10n and all these are ready for succes ful cult1'
-v:ition the ·oming y ar.
. Ir _garcl rt. c ·ond t, none t? imp rtance of bringing the Indians individually to
car· tor them. Plv .
o- p rativ sy t m , as a general rule are failure · and to attempt th: C'Ol1 •pr of_ a_n y n id mble nnmb r of Indians upon a certain' work i att ·nd cl with untold difficultie , a they are naturally inclined to jealou y. It has ueeu

will
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my rule to encourage single Indians with their familie~, or, at mos~, onJ~ small companies, to concert their efforts upon parcels of land cult1 vated, th~s rnspirmg them to
make their work permanent, to have and to bold the same, und1s~urbed by others..
And I suggest that some legislatio~ might be wel~ i?- the p~·em1ses, to make then·
right secure, that India~s ma;r not be rn perpetual _qui vwe ~elat1ve to changes that are
at present a drawback, m this, as well as the Indian service elsewhere. An ord~r to
survey and apportion to such as may avail themselves of a perm.anent home, mi~ht
-obviate all further difficulties in this direction. 'l'he above is sustamed by Mr. Frazier,
.my efficient foreman, whose judgment I regard of much value in ~hese ~at~ers, as his
work brings him into contact with all the difficulties connected with brmgrng t9-e Indians upon a sphere 0f independency. ·
.
I desire now to call the attention of the Department to the fact that there 1s an area,
.according to the report of Commissioner of 1872, and sustained by surveys, of 320,000
.acres in the Walker River and Pyramid Lake reservations, each, and yet it is an indisputable fact that there are not more than 1,200 acres upon the Pyramid Lake, and
1,500 acres upon the Walker River Reservation, susceptible of cultivation within this
$l'ea. Upon each reserve there is a large lake, and on both sides of either lake there
is scarcely any land that can be made suitable for farming purposes. Most of it, in
fact, is rugged, rocky mountain peaks and ravines. Now, a portion of each lake near
-the mouths of the rivers that fl.ow through the reservations is important to the Indians
-for fishing purposes, but the larger portion is ent.irely worthless for the Indian service;
ii.n fact, it is a burden, as it only requires an expenditure of time to guard ..
I respectfully recommend that all that portion of Pyramid Lake reservat10n north of
.a due east and west line from the north side of the island be cut off. It is of no use
whatever, as I have said, to this service. This will give to the Indians and this service,
.after said reduction, more than twelve miles of the Pyramid Lake-all that can ever
,b e made available for fishing purposes. I also recommend that a like reduction be
made on the Walker River reservation, by cutting off all that part; in a direct line east and
west, south of what is known as the Wellington Pass, giving fully six miles of the
Walker Lake to the Indian service, and every foot that can be cultivated. Now, I
,should never recommend these reductions could I see the least benefit to be derived to
the Government or Indian service. The question then may arise, if all that portion is
no benefit, what harm will it be to let it remain, .and what can be the object in the reduction f In answer, I have to say, strange as it may appear, anything that is forbid-den seems to be always coveted. Though there are millions of acres of good lands in
t,he territory of the United States that can be had by simply occupying them, yet the
<lisposition to encroach upon reserves seems to be a mania. And lands n.e ver so rugged
-0r remote from civilization are not exempt from those of the class above mentioned .

.,.

.,.

,.

*

*

*

*

*

*

I pass now to notice the sanitary condition of the Indians, which, as a general rule,
"bas continued good; still, there have been quite a number of deaths, especially upon
'the Walker River reservation, and among the children. Sore eyes still predominate
as the most general difficulty. In another report I have given this subject thorouoh
notice, and this will suffice, while I turn to notice, as in last annual report, the edutational interest.
To make a report I will not attempt, for there is none to make, though I lament _the
fact; but did I know ·what course to pursue to bring about the desired end, I would
1'.rr to pursue it. The time has come to establish schools upon these reserves. Good,
faithful teachers are ready to enter the work, but who can make brick without straw'?
.A friend in Boston wrote me some time ago, that all our cause heeded was a visit from
me to the East, when the denomination to which was given the direction of these In-dian interests would respond to our call, and success would follow. I feel that it
ought to be enough_ for on_e man to Ja,den_ himself with th~ responsibility of preparing
~b e way and supermtendrng the enterpnse wh~n established ; bu~ if it is necessary,
.and the Department so approve and duect, I will consent ; anythmg in the way of
work for me, that the end may be gained.
·
1:'he trout fisheries, the past season, resulted in a larger revenue than ever before in
.a srngl~ year. By ?~refill estimate it is judged that the Pah-Ute Indians, from the
.Pyrannd Lake and I rnckee River, caught and sold to the amount of ten thousand dollars' worth offish. Upon the Walker River reservation, large quantities were caught
but_ there being no near market, they could not be sold. However, a great benefit wa~
denved fro~ t~e fishery for home consumption.
·
. Just at this time, the large portion of the Indians from both reservations are absent
~n th_e mou~tains ~athering pine-nuts., and from reports of this yield the present year,
1 t will be 1mposs1ble to even approximate the amount that will be gathered, 1 No
•d oubt hundreds of tons will be secured by the Indians which will make up in a large
measure, for the failure of crops.
'
'
I must not cl~se this report without a record of the course of my Indians during the
u nhapp~ war with the Modocs last winter. For some time it was apprehended that
t he rovmg bands of Pah-Utes were in concert with the Modocs. Our Indians were
.apparently conversant with all the movements of Captain Jack and his followers.
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Tbr e day ' ride from this agen?y, for an Indian, would brin1; him ~o the lava-beds.
Jt wa a time of watchfulness with me, for I meant to detect, 1f possible, any connection, if there was any, with the belligerents.
n da,r, I think iu February, Captain Joe, one of the faithful leaders on this reserve,
brought me a letter to reacl for him, just received. I opened it and found it signed by
th nam of Winnemucca, the old war-chief of the Pah-Utes, known to be unfriendly
toward the whites. The contents of the letter were as follows:
"Captain Joe: Some Indians have been killed over on Stein River, and I you want
to come 11nd bring some of your best men and go see about it."
Thi seemed to indicate a movement in alliance with the Modocs. As soon as I read
the letter to the captain, he asked me if I would write a letter for him. I answered
in the affirmative, assuring him I would write what he desired. "Then, agent," dictated the captain, " you write old Winnemucc&i that I haint lost any Indians and
shall not come." With this hrief letter terminated all communications relative to the
war, on the part of those with whom I have to do ; and nothing would produce more
anxiety in their minds than the utterance that the Government believed them in any
way a sociated with the war.
.,
"
"
"
"
;,
One fact I think worthy of note. When I entered this office, in the superintendency
of the Walker River and Pyramid Lake reservations, the Indian service was in debt
between seven and eight thousand dollars. To-day I have satisfaction to say that, so
far as I am aware, the Indian service in this superintendency does not owe one dime.
With gratitude for the generous forbearance of the Department, and hum uly urging
that sufficient means will be granted to carry forward this enterprise to the desired
end,
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. A. BATE~IAN,
United States Indian Agent, Nevada.
Hon. EDWARD P. SMITH,
Comrnisl!ioner of Indian Affairs.
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Snake River, where a trader by the name of Charles Perkin~ succeeded in decoying
away a sm·an party of them by trading to them whisky; causmg much trouble at the
agency for the first time since I have been in charge. Chief ~ack narrow!y escaped
with bis life, having been shot at three times by Peah, head ch1~f of the tnbe, whose
special a,,.ency is at Denver. During the excitement succeedmg the attack of the
Rawlins ~en on a band of Arapahoes, at Pine Grove Meadows, and the Indians having;
been mistaken for Utes, they remained perfectly passive and quiet. They were guilty
· of no acts of violence upon the employes, and have maintained a quiet, orderly demeanor when the excitement along the border of the Territories of Colorado and Wyoming was at a. fever heat. ..When I reached Rawlins, July 11, 1873, I ~ound the people
of both Territories excited to an extraordinary degree with apprehensions of a general
Ute war; and the various conflicting stories and irreconcilable reports that bad been
put forth by the press were fully credited, which made, for the time being, matters
very critical with us here. Douglass and his chiefs knew nothing of the events at
Pine Grove Meadows to a certainty, but were told, 011 what was regarded as the most
reliable authority, that they had been the sufferers in the killed and wounded in this
affair; yet for at least two weeks they preserved a quiet and calm demeanor; and
when he, with thirty of his warriors, went to Snake River, and Mr. James Baker, the
old pioneer of the mountains, gave his opinion to them that it must have been Arapahoes ~nd not Utes, without any positive knowledge on his part, they quietly returned
to the agency to await further developments. Since that time the Utes have declared
to me their gratitude to the Rawlins men for intercepting and driving back this band
of Arapahoes, their most inveterate enemies, and when at the time they were attacked
by tlie Rawlins men [they] were on the trail to White River to murder and scalp the
squaws and children and steal their stock, as the Sioux did to the Pawnees this summer.
At the time they were camped at Pine Grove Meadows the larger portion of the Ute
women and children were camped near William's Pork, on the reservation, the warriors away bunting, and they would have fallen an easy prey to these murderous
Arapahoes, armed with their Sharp's and Winchester rifles. If these predatory bands
of Arapahoes, Sioux, and Cheyennes are to be allowed to make these raids on the
friendly Indians, I would suggest that a fort be erected neat the northern limit of the
reservation; it would serve to protect the friendly and well-disposed Indians from
molestation, and likewii:ie cause the Utes to remain within the limits of their reservation.
The sanitary condition of the Indians has been very good, in comparison with last
year. Our chief, Sawachewicket, an Indian doctor, and four others are all that have
died that I have any knowledge of; and in comparison with last year the mortality
bas been light. 'fhey have been better supplied wHh clothing, aml seem to desire to
have things more in accordance with the usages of civilized life. Chief Uncacbief
asked to have bis squaw buried according to our Christian custom, and she was so interred, the employes assisting at the burial.
No complaints or disturbances of any kind have occurred at any time durin()' the
past year, with the one exception mentioned above, caused by .whisky. I a: not
aware of a single instance of crime having been perpetrated during the past year
within the limits of the reservation. One instance of suicide, which I mentioned in a
fo!mer report, having occurred, caused by depression and consequent derangement of
mrnd.

In educational matters I have nothing to report. There was some interest manifested du~in~ the 'Yinter by a few youn~. men; • but owing to the fact of not having
sch1;>0l-bmldmgs smtable, and the want of mterest on the part of the Indians generally
I felt it my duty to discontinue the school for the present, trusting that after we shali
have erected suitable buildings it will be re-opened, and some good accomplished
through the agency of a school. Only a boarding.-school of an industrial character is
practicable in the present stage of Ute development.
·
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.
.
.
.
. J. S. LITTLEFIELD,
United Statea Indian Agent, White River Ute Indian Agency, Colorado Territory.
Hon. E. P. SMITH,
ConuniBBioner of Indian Liffairs.
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Septembe1· 26, 1873.
IR: I have the honor to su·bmit herewith my second annual report of the condition
of affairs at this agency.
This report was necessarily delayed a few weeks on account of the pendin()'
negotia0
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ti n, with th Indian under my charge for a portion of their reservation, during which
I bad t mak a trip of in pection to the territory about to be ceded. I returned from
tbi trip on the 21 t instant, and all the Utes then at tbe agency signed. the treaty. I
am in hop , aud have made the necessary arrangements, to have the requisite number
of male i<Yn before Congre s meets, so that the treaty can go into effect at the comm ncemcnt of tbe next :fiscal year. It is unnecessary for me to go into details in regard
to th treaty just concluded, as Mr. Brunot, commissioner, will report upon this. The
country ceded by the Utes, including, as it does, probably the most extensive and rich- ·
e t minincr di trict in the United States, embraces about four million acres of land, of
very littl~ value to Indians, being unfit for agricultural purposes and devoid of game,
but of almo t incalculable value to Colorado and the nation. .A. strip, :fifteen miles in
width, along the line of New Mexico, embracing agricultural land only, has been
r erved for the outhern bands, and I would respectfully recommend that at an early
date, a contemplated in the new treaty, an agency be established for these southern
bands upon this strip of reservation, which would obviate the necessity of continuing
the acrencies at Terra Amarilla and Cimarron, New Mexico. The Utes are rather inclinecl to agricultural pursuits, while the Tabequaches prefer to hunt and probably engage in pastoral pursuits.
During my presence upon tbe land just ceded, I found that quite a number of persons, in anticipation of a favorable result of the pending negotiations, bad gooo beyoncl the mountains to locate farming-claims and town-sites. .A.s it will be necessary to
survey the line dividing the strip of farming-lands from the mountainous portion just
ceded, a11d as the whole agreement bas to be ratified by both houses of Congress, before
even upon the ceded lands pre-emptors can establish title, I promptly ordered all persons away from the southern portion uutil the line is clearly established. Upon the
movements of the miners, however, in the mountainous portion I placed no restrictions.
There are everal other matters connected with this agreement for the early settlement of which it bas been found desirable, almost necessary, that some of the representatives of the Ute people should see the authorities at the seat of Government. I
have, therefore, received instructions from Commissioner Brunot to take a delegation
to Wa hington. These matters are of great importance to the Utes, and will perman otly settle all misunderstandings. Among others, the establishment of a military
fort, at lea t during summer, upon the portion of the territory just ceded is desired by
the Ut . The question whether this agency should be removed to a place further west
had b tt r be di ens ed at Washington, and the question of the right of the Cimarron
or Muacbe tes to absent themselves from the reservation must be settled at once. I
hall leav ther fore all these matters in statu quo without recommendations until after
the vi it of thi delegation, which will take place next month.
I am enabled this year to report approximately the uurnber of Indians belonging to
this agency. By noting and countiug all fre8h arrivals during this summer, I find that
the following nt1mber of Utes of the different bands have actually visited the a~ency
for th pnrpo e of obtaining supplies, and to attend the council with United ;:;tates
commi ioncr , viz :
Tabequaches, 423 men, 557 women, 1,0'i4 children; Muaches, 78 meu, 113 women, 256
chilclr n; Cf~pote , 26 men, 31 women, 72 children; Werhinuches, 20 men, 19 women,
41 children. Total, 550 men, 720 women, 1,393 children.
Of thi number, the Weminuches were only represented by a small portion of their
trib , ancl their number may be estimated by the best and mo t authentic advices as
2n0 in all; bnt of the oth r three tribes it is fair to surmise, by actual knowledge and
information from the chi ii, that even-ei<"htbs of the wholo have vi ited the agency;
and o by adclin~ one-eighth to the above :figures ( ee stati tical tables) I arrive at a
r ult whi h I thmk i correct.
uring th y ar no a t of the Indians prejudicial to their known friendship ha
com to 1~y knowledg ; on the contrary, any collision with the whites has been studiou ly av 1d d by them. The fir tact of Ouray, the principal chief, this spring, when
miner b an to ov rrun their re ervation, and the military authorities rather a . i ted
th
intrnd r , wa to give strict orders to all bis people not to interfere with any
p r o~ whom th y might meet, bnt to keep away from that part of the re ervation where
the mm ar 1 ated. Thi orcl r was is ued by him in anticipation of a .ati factory
arrang m nt with th Gov roment in regard to this land, ancl it was trictly obeyed
l y hi p opl .
one of th many pro pecting and mining, none of the scientific, militar and t rritorial orv ~ing parti s wer mole ted, but, on the contrary, were shelt r cl and fi d by tb Indian in time of n d.
Tb maj ri~y of h Indian _r mai_n don the r ervation during the year, ub i ting
th m. lv
IX month of th1 p •noel. The only band which was absent for some
tim wa 1 an atach ' of fua 1J
t . . On their return from the buffalo country,
la . pring, t~ y topped at the Cucharas River, about 120 mile ea t of thi agency.
mt an . cit ~ nt w er at d by th s ttler in that n ighborboocl; many rumor,
w r
t float m th lo al n w ,paper of d predation committed and preparation
fir rar Ulade by tbcm,
that it was thought nece ary by the War Departm nt to
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arm the settlers and send troops from Leavenworth, Kansas, to the lo_cality mentioned
The whole thing was a farce, and it exploded as soon as troops arrived; a few _Utes
(ten lodges) were found on the Cucharas, not en~ugh to make 'Y'ar upon a si11:gle
rancho. Still the object looked for by the complamants was atta_med; the sold~ers
afforded them a market for their spare provisions; each m_an had_ a mce. breech-loadmg
rifle, and immigration for another season was kept away from th~s sect10n of Co~orado,
where the residing settlers want to keep as large an area of public lands as possible as
a range for their herds.
.
So ended the great Cucharas war; but it teaches th~ lesson that_ as long as whiskey
is sold in that neighborhood to the Indians, so long will these Indians go there. The
only way to stop future complications of this kind is to give the agent power to remove such Indians as go buffalo-hunting during winter to the reservation, as soon as
they return in the spring.
1
The Department has previousLy been notified that one of the murderers o~ Agent
Miller has been killed bv the Utes themselves and it is desired by them that his partner in the crime may be punished by the authorities in like manner.. The !ndians
have certainly proved in this instance that confidence may be placed m their wor?,
and that they will not allow the acts of individuals to bring the name of the tribe m
disrepute.
Of the Rawlins affair, in which several Utes were reported murdered in cold blood,
by rowdies and outlaws, who frequent tlie line of the Union Pacific Railway, it is unnecessary in this report to speak, as no Utes were killed after all. The conduct of the
Indians, when everybody supposed the outrage to have been committed upon them, and
when even the western newspapers for once denounced the act, was most commendable, as in solemn council they repudiated any idea on their part of retaliation, and left
the punishment of these men to the Government. All these acts tend to show an increasing friendship on the part of the Utes for their white neighbors, and an increasing
desire to comply with the wishes of the Government. I wish I could speak likewJse
of their desire to be civilized and become self-supporting by labor. My efforts in this
regard have been persistent, and tending to encourage beginners; still the progress
is slow, and it will take several years before their old prejudices can be eradicated.
The school established at this agency a year ago as an experiment, upon a very infirm basis, has been quite _successful. During the early summer months, when the
Indians had their camp in close proximity to the agency, great interest was manifested,
and as many as twenty children attended the day-school at one time, while about forty
scholars were enrolled. The small-pox appearing at t,he aigency forced me to order
the camp away several miles, and, in consequence, the attendance afterward was rather
limited; the boarding scholars have made excellent progress, especially in the English
language, and from their progress I expect favorable results in influencing other children to attend the day-school.
Agriculture·in the neighborhood of this agency, on account of the altitude, is a decided failure. On the Uncompagre, Dolores, and La Plata streams, good crops have
been raised by the few .Indians living there, and several besides those who farmed last
year have been induced to settle clown; still, the abundance of game offers such great
attraction to the majority of this people that necessity only will drive them to be
tillers of the soil. They all understand that they will be obliged to do so at no very
distant day, and they become more and more accustomed to this idea, and for this very
reason they positively refused to sell their farming and grass lands at the late council.
Of the stock-herd belonging to the Indians in common I can report very favorably.
A year ago I received from my predecessor 440 head of cattle and 69 calves, showing
about 25 per cent. increase; the increase for the year past is somewhat more than 80
per cent., as I have 232 calves in a herd of 305 cows. The herd, as counted on August
the 5th, consists of 305 cows, 135 _bulls, steers, and two-year olds, 69 yearlings and 232
calves-a total of 741 head agamst 509 a year ago. I would recommend that next
spring ~his herd 'J:?e glea~ed i;11 s1;1ch a manner that all bulls, stags, and steers over a year
old be 1Ssued to the Indians m hen of beef, and the money saved to them in this manner be expended in purchasing cows for them ; also, that the money now on hand to
purchas~ sheep be likewise expended for cows, as experience teaches me that neatcattle will do much be~ter her~ than sheep. I had advertised, as authorized, for propos~ls for sheep; the bids received, however, were above the regular market-price, so
I reJected all, and would now recommend, as indicated above that only cows and good
bulls be purchased for these Indians.
i
'
I am very much disappoint~d in_not r:ceiving the annuity-goods for the Indians up
to date. Cold weather may, m this region, be expected at any time and upon the advent of the :first snow the Indians will go west without waiting any longer. The majori~y have gone, and the rest will follow, as they have a dread of snow, and are very
anx10us to hunt the deer, which is now in its prime, and very plentiful in the valleys
west of here. I have to let them go without their blankets, shirts or tents, and cloth
for women's dr_esses; I fe_ar great suffering will necessarily follow. They will take the
goods next sprmg, but will never forget that once more the Government has failed to
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ke pit promi e . These goous have been on the road since Jnne 8, but have not been
bearcl from by me; and I would respectfully call your attention to the fact that some
way hould be devise<l in the future so that the Indians may receive tbe goods on or
b for eptember 1 of eac!J year.
In conclu ion, I desire to acknowledge the promptness of you r Department during
the year in acting upon my requisitions and recommendation s, whereby I was euabled
to tmusact the bu iness of this office in a like prompt manner.
I Lave t,he honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES ADAMS,
Unitecl States Indian Agent.
Hon. E. P. MITII,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, TVa shit1gto11, D. C.

44.
UiiTAH VALLEY AGE:-.CY, UrAH, September 25, 1873.
Sm: In accordance with the instructions of the Department, I rmbmit this my tllir<l
annual r port of the service und er my charge. The past year has been much more
quiet and atisfactory than the preceding one, so fa,r as the temper and achievements
of our Indian are concerned. The policy of treating them liberally has been abundantly shown to be both economical and wise. After the excitements of the so-called
Indian war were passed, and our Indians saw and realized that their wants anrl necesities were comparatively well provided for, they settled down quietly upon the reservation and seemed to be well satisfied with the annuity goods forwardecl by the Department, and the beef, flour, and other supplies we were enabled to issue. There were
about five hundred Indians on the reRervation mosL of the winter. A greater number
than u ual; still they were comparatively contented. As the season for agricultural
labor appro::i,ched they held many "talks" among tLemselves, and :finally got up quite
an enthu iasm. The result was that about fifty lodges, or about two hundred adult
Indians, wero directly or indirectly engaged in farming operations. So great was the
zeal for farming in the spring that there was great difficulty in supplying all with the
neces ary teams and implements, as they all wanted to work at the same time. "Wheat
wa the principal crop ,,ith all. They seemed to think there could be no farm without
it. According to the e timate of my bead farmer they had, in wheat alone, from one
hundred and fifty to two hnndred acres, l>eside about fifty acres in other crops. Much
of this land was cleared of sage brush, and the greater part of it plowed by the Indians themselves. Some of them were so ambitions that they sowed their own grain,
pre£ rring to do all the work themselves. Of course, their farming was not done in
the most approved manner; still there was much hard labor performed. Work is a
civilizer, and though the products were comparatively small, yet the aggregated beneficent r ults to the 1ndians them elves cannot be easily estimated. The products were
not commen urate with the amount of ground cultivated, or with the work actually
done. Many, after putting in their crops, when the time for visiting the mountain
~md etLl I)l nt came, could not resist the temptation. Though thoy promised, and I
doul)t not rnt ncled, to return and attend to their crops, most of those who went failed
to do , and thu lost the result of tlleir earlier labors. But those who remained or
r turn cl in a o~ are now rejoicing in what to them seems a bountiful harve t.
Amo?g tho ? specially wortLr of commendation for their persevering efforts and ucc
m f rmmg I would mention Chief Ta,bby, whose example and counsels have l>een
m~
,luta.ry. Tb re w re al o several sub-chiefs and other prominent Indians who e
. fi_ort are ,~orthy of_ pe~ial prai e. As the Indians take entire charge of their crop
1t 1. alm , if not qmte, 1mpos ible to t 11 what was produced, but it is estimated that
b 1r b a. -rop alon mu t Lave been about twelve hundred bushels. Had it not
1) n fi r th
ld, ba kward spring, and neglect on the part of many, the yielu wonld
h v b n v ry mu ·b gr ater. Bnt, as before intimated, the full benefits of the year'
1 b r ar n t_ t ~
timat d by th amount of products, but very largely by the moral
and n_ ur rrm 1?fin n of tho e labor upon the Indians themselves, which i howu
~JY th 1r com~ nc1og v o _n w to prepare ground for next year's crop. During my
mt r ur w1 h th
Indian I have never known them to be in better temper or
h~v •. much am_biti ~ to h lp th m elv ; ancl with judicious encouragem nt and
aid th1 ~~ o y 1D1gbt, ma. fi w y ar , be brought nearly, if not quite, to a, elf- u tainod1t1on.
n m a?. t b_i end I would r commend that rewards be given for special xn. · r ffic1 nc 10 • ny d par m nt of agricultural work. A small fund plac d at
t ~ • al f ach ag nt nod r jucliciou r gulations, might be productive of mo t
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happy results. From our isolated and unprotected positio~, ~nd the c~mpara_tively
small amount of b6ef required for the use of this agency, 1t 1s a~most 1mposs1ble to
secure a supply at reasonable rates. I would therefore renew my for.mer recommendation that this ao-ency be stocked with cattle sufficient to yield supplies of beef for the
wants of the age~cy. Also, when thought advisabl_e by the Department :tnd the agent,
to furnish a cow to each lodge, none but the male issue to be used. This _matter commends itself to my judgment for two reasons. First, its economy. I beheve th~t fifteen thousand dollars, judiciously expended, would, with proper ~anagement, ~ield .a
constant and increasing supply of stock for all the demands of this agency. It 1s true
there is some liability to loss, but in my judgment not so much as though they b_elonged
to outside parties; and they claim and, in my opinion, should receive protect10n and
indemnity for losses sustained when the property is legally on the reservation. In the
second place, the moral and civilizing effect of ownership is not inconsiderable. I have
been led to observe the conservative character of those of our Indians who own stock.
"They are more localized in their habits, and a sense of ownership makes them more
careful of the rights of others.
We have not had our saw-mill in operation Rince last fall, at which time, and during
my absence on leave, from some cause the saw was sprung and rendered practically useless, so that it became necessary to purchase another, which was done, and when wtl
{lame to start the mill it was found that a check-valve belonging to the engine was
broken. A new one had to be obtained in Salt Lake City. These various mishaps
a,nd dehtys have prevented the manufacture of lumber, and as a consequence the completion of our mill-building and the erection of a school-house, which we bad hoped
to do, and to have had a school in operation long ere this. But a small matter or mishap
with us in our· isolated position causes the consumptiou of much time and labor. Our
_greatest difficulty is to secure and retain a mechanic competent to put in order and
run our mill successfully. Such a one we mm;t have. J have not felt at liberty to pay
heretofore the wages demanded, but economy in our situation is to secure the necessary
skill.
Though we have not yet had either school or mission nominally established, still, I
think, there is evidently a softening and civilizing influence at work, gradually leav.e ning the masses and preparing them for more rapid advancement when those more
efficient means are brought into operation. Altogether it is believed there is a noticea,ble advance in the right direction, but it must be admitted to be slow. I sometimes
feel discouraged at the little progress made in view of the means and efforts expended,
but I apprehend I am not the only one in the service who has been compelled to modify his views with regard to what can be accomplished in a given time.
The Indian farms are so scattered and the timber for fencing so scarce and inaccessible that much time and labor have been expended, altogether by the employes, in
fencing, as the Indians have not, thus far, been willing to take part in labor of that
kind. Some few would if they were paid wages in money as other employes, which is
.clone elsewhere. I have, and would still recommend the payment of small wages to
those Indians who are capable and willing to do general work. A small amount of
money would be a powerful stimulant, and would ultimately supersede the necessity
for the employment of so many whites.
We have a large number of logs ready for the manufact,ure of lumber. We have
,cultivated about thirty acres for the agency, but, owing to the extremely late and cold
spring, the yield has not been good. It was further materially injured by some breachy
oxen which no fence could restrain. For the estimated amount of products of both
In~ian and agency farms I refe~ you to my statistical report. The general health at
this agency has been good. Still three deaths have occurred, which were chronic cases
of diseases arising fro~ ~heir peculiar lu:1,bits and m~de of life. I would still urge the
employment of a physwiau for both Indians and whites. Without any sufficient data
upon which to warrant a change in the estimated number of our Indians I shall continue my former one of 800, though only about 500 have been on the ao-ency at any
,one time. I have found it very difficult and almost impossible to o-etan a~curate enumeration of the Indians beloning to this agency. Richard Kone~s one of this tribe
but who has been for some time at Lincoln University, Pennsylvania visited hi~
friends during my absence i1;1 Salt Lake City, and has, at my request by ietter, taken
as complete a census as possible. I have not yet seen him to ascertain the result and
if possible, correct my own estimate. Mo::1t of our Indians are now out on their an~
nual visit and hunt. Upon their return, about the first of November the annuity
_goods will be distributed.
'
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. J. CRITCHLOW,
United States Inclian .Agent.
Hon . E. P. SMITH,
Commissioner of Ittdian Affa-il's, Wa shington, D. C.
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45.
DESVER, COLO.,

September 1, 1873

rn: In obedience to your instructions contained in circular of date Jun e 30, 1873, I
have the honor to submit, for your information, the following report of the administration of affairs at this agency during the year just past.
In tead of enteriog into any details I desire to call the attention of the Department
to the uniform good behavior of "Pi-ah's" band during the time above referred to, and
to their comparative freedom from the vices which almost invariably characterize the
Indian when brought as closely and constantly in contact with whites as these Utes have
been. But few complaints of anything like even misdemeanors on their part have been
brought to my notice; and not a single case of drunkenness bas occurred among them
while they have been in or near Denver. The same good reports of their behavior
come to me from the plains and the parks, the only irregctlarity of which they have
been guilty of late having been the attack (July 7, 1873) upon a small band of Arapahoes on t.he Little Republican, in which affair the Utes report having secured twentyeight ponies and one scalp. I wrote you of this occurrence July 10, 1873, a telegram
Jiaving been received by me from the K. P. R. R. agent at Deer Trail, relating the
facts a nearly as he could learn them from "Pi-ab." In my letter I stated that the
Arapahoes were the aggressors, but I have since learned from the Utes themselves
that the latter made the attack.
Immediately upon the receipt of the telegram above mentioned I ordered Pi-ah and
his followers to come at once to Denver, reporting to you the fact of their arrival.
The subsequent difficulties in Denver, growing out of the efforts of certain parties
here to usurp the agent's powers, create dissatisfaction among the Indians, a.ncl to induce them to indulge in a barbarous and disgusting spectacle in the streets of the city,
have been fully explained to you in a letter from this office dated July 16, 1873. On
this occasion the Indians behaved exceedingly well, and dispersed quietly as soon as
they understood it to be the wish of the agent that they should not make any public
display; their quiet demeanor and ready obedience to the proper authority being in
decided contrast to the action of tlle parties who inaugurated, and swore they would
carry out, the "Ute procession and scalp-dance" scheme. The latter persons tore up
the ground in their wrath, cursing the agent, the administration, and the Department for what they seemed to think was au unwarranted interforence with their
sacred aud inalienable rights.
Immediately after the squelching of their circus, petitions were put in circulation,
addressed to the Secretary of the Interior, asking ( or demanding) the immediate removal of the agent, and from the reports of saloon caucuses and sidewalk conferences
of these injured patriots that reached me, I really feared that they would undermine,
blow up, and utterly eliminate the beneficent institution known as the Indian Bnreau.
I pre nme, howeveF, that the dawn of the succeeding morning bronght (along with
much h adache) some sober thoughts, as I have never since heard of their petitions;
and, o far as I am informed, the Indian Bureau still exists. Iu concluding my remarks upon this subject, I merely wish to sa,y tllat I deprecate any such excitement as
that which grew out of this affair, but at the same time I intend to exerci e my authority, within 1 gal limit , whether it suits the half-savage and more than barbarou
white lemcnt of this community, or not. In other words, I will "have peace" even
though I haYe to fi(l'ht for it.
In returning to your Department and to the board of commissioners the statistical
ta1:>l fnroi h d me, it bas not been po sible for me to give as full information on many
pomt a rou or th ey may desire. The reasons for this are given at length upon the
blank whJCh I have already forwarded. I believe the number stated thereon i not
xagg rat <1, taking the statement as an average the year round. Although Pi-ab'
band prop r will not number over 350, yet they are always accompanied to Denver by
more r l • , cl 1 gat s from the bands belonging to the other agencies in Colorado, who
com for th. pnrpo of trading in the city, and to join Pi-ah and his fellow in their
r gular pr111g and fall buffalo-bunts. On account of the deadly enmity existing be~we n the t and th Plain Indians, ( lleyennes, Arapahoes, Sioux, and Kiowa ,) it
1 the ~n tom of th _f?rm r to muster a many effective warriors as possible for the e
campaign , o that 1t 1 not unu ual for Pi-ah to be accompanied by the Chiefs ha-nan , ur o, An-k_a-to b, and Cu-ra-can-ti, from the southern agency, and by such nortbrn r pr ntativ a. ac-n -ocb, ( on of e-va-va) Pah-aut Tab-ou-cha-ken An-thro,
and th r , a h with a~ w cbo en warrior . I b~lieve th~t every Indian ~f note in
the
n band of te ha vi ited Denver and shaken bands with me within the la t
nin month -if I xc pt ac-n -ocb, ap-o-wa-we-re, and Kan-e-a-cbe. The latt r
g_ ntlemai:i I ':arn d, through an Indian runner, not to come her at all, as be is notor1011 1y m1 ·h1 v~u ; and tb o~b r
te informed me that they did not wi h to b
lJl m cl t r h d1 turbanc which the pre nee of himself and band were ure to create.
f c nr e i i not my province to relate hi amusements in the onthern conn-
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ties during the past spring and early summer. Suffice it to say that I should not have
tolerated anything of the sort near b~re. .
.
.
The sanitary condition of these Indians 1s not what 1t should be, nor, I am sat~sfied,
from conversations with members P.f the Board of Commissioners, what the Department
desires it should be. I nresume there is no remedy for this state of things so long as
this band refuse to avail themselves of the ample provision made at the agencies on
the reservation for their wants in the way of shelter, clothing, and medical atte~dance;
yet, for humanity's sake, I regret that the Government cannot stretch a pomt and
minister to all the needs of this inoffensive people, even though they be " off the reservation."
.
I have no further suggestions to offer in regard to the future ~anagemen~ of th1s
"roving band of Utes;" but I trust that the peaceful relat10ns w~ich hav~ ex1sted ?etween them and the whites for the past three years may contrnue while the tribe
exists.
'
I desire to acknowledge the courtesy and attention of all the Department officers
during the pa-st year, and am. very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES B. THOMPSON,
United Stq,tes Special Agent.

The

COMl\nssro~ER OF lNDL\N AFFAIRS,

Washi-11gton, D. C.

46.
OFFICE SUPERINTENDE~T OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Santa Fe, N. Mex., November 15, 1873.
Srn: I have the honor to submit my annual report, together with those of the several
agents connected with this superintendency.
I assumed the duties of my position on the 14th of December, 1872, and since that
time have visited all the agencies, and, with two exceptions, all of them at least twice.
In every instance where there seemed to. l)e the least probability of an outbreak by the
Indians, I have endeavored to reconcile them by visiting tberrr in person, bearing statements of their . grievances, and where it lay in my power I have remedied any mismanagement of which they complained.
·
So far as this superintendency is concerned, the friends of the present Christian and
humanitarian policy have reason for congratulation. During the past year but few
serious depredations have bflen committed by the Indians, and during the entire year I
have learned of but two murders of white persons by savages.
.
Your attention is invited to the condition of affairs at the several agencies, brief
notices of which will be found in the following remarks:
lVIESCALERO APACHES,

This agency is located at Fort Stanton, about 200 miles southeast from this place,
The Indians are among the most wild and savage under my charge. For some years
they lived with the Comanches and participated in their depredations ; but they ha've
been gradually collected about the agency, although the communication between them
and the Comanches seems to be only partially interrupted.
When I became superintendent these Indians were very much excited about the
murder of their principal chief, Cadette, who was killed, it is supposed, by Mexicans,
against whom he-bad recently given evidence on a trial of them for selling whisky to
Indians. Fears were entertained by tge settlers that they might break out and devastate the surrounding country. Twelve days after assuming charge of this office, I
started to visit them . I found that affairs at this agency required the presence of some
officer determined to protect the interests of the Government. The firm which held
the appointment of Indian traders, and acted as military traders, seemed to have
taken entire possession of Indian affairs at that place. The agent appeared to have
very little business except .to approve vouchers made for him by these men. The Government had no buildings, and there were none in the neighborhood that could be
rented. The agent was, in consequence, compelled to accept such hospitalities as they
felt inclined to bestow on the Government and its officers .
. I_ remained _at thi~ agency several days, and held three councils with the Indians,
v1s1ted them m t.he1r ranchos, and saw much of the country they claimed as theirs,
and desired to have set apart as a reservation. Tbe chiefs told me that this country
was their home, that they were anxious to have it set apart as a reservation. and were
not only willing but anxious to remain at peace. They were very desirous that the
murderers of their chief sho nld be punished, but assured me that they would refrain
from taking the matter into their own bands. I promised that the murderers should
be dealt with by the law, if discovered, and asked them to advise the ao-ent if any
new facts were ascertained. Up to the present nothing is known of the m~rderers.
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The chi fs as ured me that if supplied with implements, they would engage in plantinO'; I am not sanguine that they will do much for some years, but believe it expedient
to mak a beginning. On the 18th of February I su1;)mitted a report of my visit to
the e Indiaus, and urged that buildings be provided for the agency, in order that the
overnment might conduct its business through its own officer instead of private citizen interested more in the success of their own affairs than those of the Government.
I al o recommended the setting apart of a reservation for these Indians. Authority
was giveu me on the 24th of May, either to purchase the buildings of Murphy & Co.,
or to erect new ones, as I should think best. After receiving estimates for the erection
of new building , and cousidering the subject in all its bearings, I concluded to buy
the buildings of Murphy & Co.
The new agent, Mr. S. B. Bushnell, reported for duty ou the 29th March, and at once
undertook to assume charge of the affairs of bis agency; he, however, found so much
opposition on the part of those who had formerly managed affairs there, that he only
secured full charge of bis agency when I visited there on the 2d of September. Although the buildings had beeu purchased by the Government, the former owners had
upon one pretext and another retained possession of the buildings, and Agent Bushnell
had very little more to say about the conduct of Indian affairs there than had Agent
Curtis at the time of my first visit. I at once demanded possession, and promised to
take the trouble of vacating the premises upon myself unless the agent received possession within twenty-four hours. The buildings were vacated. I directed Agent
Bushnell to make immediate preparations for the issue of beef from the block, instead
of upon the hoof as it bad formerly been don e. I also directed him to establish regular weekly issues, instead of issuing to the bands separately whenever they chose to
come, as had been the custom. I have always believed that the number of these
Indians was considerably exaggerated, but nuder the past system of issues it bas been
impossible to ascertain the facts. I have now directed Agent Bushnell to place the
Indians in a corral on each issue-day, and furnish tickets to them previous to his issue
of rations; by this means I hope to prevent fraud, and to secure the Government
against paying for rations that are neither supplied by the contractors nor received by
the Indians.
Upon my arrival at this agency on the 1st day of September, I founLl there Major
W.R. Pric , Eighth United States Cavalry, commanding troops in Southern New Mexico, in command of six troops of cavalry. Major Price bad received sworn complaints
from a large number of citizens charging that the Mescalero Apaches bad stolen stock
(mostly horses) from the complainants. Major Price was very anxious to take immediate and energetic action in the premises. I doubted the propriety of assailing these
Indian , even for offenses committed, at that particular moment, b ecause the Indians
bad not yet become familiar with the boundaries of their uew reservation; nor did I
think they bad been sufficiently instructed. as to their duties towards the settlers.
According to their views, they own all the surrounding country, and honestly believe
that white men settling there should pay them tribute. I believed the best course to
pur ue was to inform them that they were to remain upon theoi.r reservation, and when
found off from it they would be driven back by troops, and where depredations were
c?mmitted they would be held rel:lponsible; but Major Price urged that he bad moved
l11s commanu a long distai;i.ce; that it would be difficult for him to have them in thi
locality again during the year; that the disposition of his troops was such that he
could preyent t~e Indians leaving their reservation, and compel the return of stolen
prop rty rn their hands. I therefore addresl:led him the following letter :
OFl?ICE SUPERINTENDE "T OF INDIAN AF.F AIR ,

Fort Stanton, N. Mex., September 3, 1 73.
I b~v~ th~ bon_or to inform you that I have learned from the affidavits of
·ov ~al c1t1zcn hvrng m this vicinity, that the Mescalero Apache Indians have been
t alJllO' hor , and other stock from the settlers and bringinO' the same upon thi
r Pvati~n. ]from _th ame source I learn that s~me portion 3'f the stolen property
b been 1d nt1fi.ed m tb_e bands of Indians visiting this agency. I therefore respectfn~l~_r qn t that you will take such means as you think proper, to recover property
pre, 1 u ly tol n, and to prevent further depredation~.
ry r pectfully, your obedient servant,
L. EDWI DUDLEY,
Superinten dent of Indian Affairs.
'EXE~A~:

ew .Mexico, I!o1·t Lanton, N. Mex .
.: faj .r ri e immediately arre ted anta Ana and a younO'er brother of the principal hi f,
man, and noti6 d the Indians that they would b~ held as hostaO'es for the
r urn_ f tol n b . • The Indian became alarmed, expre sed great dissttisfaction
c pt1on of about 2 0 immediately left the reservation. Advice ince
• nd with b
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received inform me that a portion of them have gone to old Mexico; so1:1e have
returned to the Comanches and others are in the mountains near the reservation, a1;1d
so far have beeu able to ski~t about the troops without rneet_ing t~em. O~e offic~r, in
command of about 60 cavalrymen, succeeded a few day3 smce m attackmg a_smgle
rancheria and killing all its inhabitants, seven persons, m~n,_women, and children.
Owing to the peculiar state of f13eling in this Territory this is regarde<:1- as a verr
jmportant military achievement. I expect to Hecure the return of these Indians to their
reservation withiu a short time, and shall endeavor to keep them there by peaceable
means.
·
On tbe 6th of October I made a recommendation for an amendment of the boundaries of this reservation. The proposed change will add some arable land, and the
lines can be more easily ascertained by a surveyor. I wo~1ld respectfu~ly r~commeud
that an appropriation be made for surveying thi~ reservation a_nd markmg its boundaries in some way that shall be perfectly intelligible to the Indians.
I believe that a school can be established at this agency, and I shall endeavor to do
so as soon as a suitable person can be found as teac~er. I _would al~o recommend an
appropriation of $2,000 for supplying these Indians with agncnltnral implements and
seeds for planting.
SOUTHERN APACHES.

Tllis ao-encv
is situated about aoo miles southwest from this place. These Indians are
0
the most difficult to manage of all in this superintendellcy. They were never satisfied to
go upon thjs rf\servation, and were cleterwined to compel the Government to allow
them to return to Cafiada Alamosa, whe!'e they bad formerly lived. They endeavored
to bring this about by threatening the agent, shooting at him and his employes, and a
general system of bullying which was very difficult for either the agent or myself to
endure. I visited them in February, and remained long enough to become ful~y
acquainted with the policy which they were pursuing. I then told them that they
would not be allowed to go to Canada Alamosa, and that means would be adopte~ to
prevent their movement in that direction. I gave them presents and made concess10ns
to them, but did neither until they had first conceded some point to myself or the
agent. They complained that the reservation was too cold to maturn any crops;
and cited the fact that in the season of 1872 the corn plantt:d by the soldiers stationed
there was killed early in September by the frost. I first reminded them of the fact that
they had made no effort to raise corn, and then assured them that it was an unusual
season; that probably the corn planted was not a variety which ripened as early as it
ought, and that in all probability other varieties of crops would succeed. I promised
to furnish a variety of seeds to the agent, and they consented to remain during this
season and await the result. I accordingly supplied the agent with seed-wheat, three
varieties of seed-corn, potatoes, oats, and seeds of garden-vegetables. To make the
experiment a success, I promised the agent and his emyloyes that if they would work
the agency farm they might supply themselves with vegetables therefrom. They were
directed to make every effort in their power to secure tbe aid of the Indians, but failed
to do so; but by their own unaided exertions they raised about 200 bushels of wheat,
150 bushels of potatoes, three acres of oats cnt green for feeding agency animals, and a
very considerable quantity of cabbages, beets, onions, turnips, and other gardenvegetables. I believe this experiment has been attend(:\d with very good effects upon
the Indians, and have no doubt that a considerable number of them ca,n be indnced to
join in their farming operations next year. I again visited these Indians on the 13th
of September, and all excepting about 200 hundred of them, were absent from the reservation. They have been in the habit of leaving it upon stealing expeditions, and
~1uring the_ month of July Maj. _W.R. Price, Eighth United States Cavalry, commandmg troops m Southern New Mexico, came upon the reservation at the bead of three
troops of cavalry, and, at the request of the agent, endeavored to compel the Indians
to surrender stolen stock in their possession. He succeeded in alarmino- them so much
tha~ all immediatelY: fled ~o the mountai_~s: By a v_ery energetic and a~tive movement
of his command, MaJ:>r Pnce succeeded m rnterceptmg about 200 of them and brought
them back to the agency, where they have since remained. The 'remainder of
these Indians have during the sum me~ made the Chi~·icahna reservation headquarters,
and, as nearly as I can learn, occupied themselveR m depredations in Southern New
Mexico and Arizon'.1', an~ the State ~f Sonora in Old Mexico. Some have lately returned,
and I hope that this entITe band will be upon the reservation in a few weeks.
o e~ort will b~ spared to imp~~ss upon.them the fact that willful dapredations by
them will_ be pumshed, and that 1£ they wiRh to be safe they had best remain upon the
l~ntl provided f<;>r t~em by the Gov~rnme~t. Agent Thomas is a ver_y firm disciplinanan, and has rnstituted many reforms m the mana(J'ement of this ao-encv. He is
~horougbl_y practical, and firmly believes that his Indi~ns should be for~ed to refrain
from hostile ~c~s towar~ himself, his employes, and the settlers of the country, while
they are receivrng the liberal bounty of the Government. I believe his administration
ha already- done much to improve these Indians, and I am confident that Le will soon
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ucceed in e tablisbing sci10ols among them, and ultimately bring them to adopt habit of indu try.
One of the principal troubles of these Indians is an intoxicating liquor called "Tiswiu,"
which they manufacture from the corn issued to them as rations. By your direction
the i ue of corn has been greatly decreased, and will entirely cease as soon as the supply on band js exhausted. This will increase the discontent of these Indians, and
can e many of them to go .to other agencies unless the abolition of the com-ration is
made universal. I therefore recommend that the fl.our or beef ration be increased,
and the corn abolished at all Apache agencies, both in this Territory and Arizona.
At my last visit, these Indians consented to the establishment of a .school, and I
have authorized Agent Thomas to erect a log school-house, at a cost not exceeding
'150. The school will be commenced as soon as the building is completed and a suitable teacher can be found. The buildings of this agency are utterly worthless; they
have been chiefly erected by the employes when not otherwise engaged. Agent
Thoma and hi wifo are obliged to live in quarters that are uncomfortable, and
totally unfit for the occupation of a gentleman and lady. Material is abundant, and
good buildings can be erected at a small cost, say not exceeding $5:000, and I therefore recommend au appropriation of that amount.
.
I believe that if these Indians had property to care for it would detain them at home
ancl aid very materially in preventing their depredations. I would, therefore, recommend an appropriation of $2,000 to be used in purchase of sheep. This amount, at
present prices, would purchase at least 1,000. The increase of this number of sheep
would in a few years occupy the time of most of these Indians, and I believe it would
lead them to the adoption of some of the manufacturing arts.
In clo ing my remarks relative to this agency, I desire to say that in my judgment
no better place can be found for these Indians. I believe that they are gradually becoming satisfied with the location, as they now talk but little about removal to Canada
Alamoso, and admit some of the advantages of this location, and I therefore recommend
the erection of permanent buildings, anrl that the reservation be surveyed and permanently located.
:N"AVAJO AGENCY.

ha:' ! a. 1~ cl a point where it is entirely fea ible to hegin the
·hri trnmzmg tbem. • chools bav already b n. tal>li ·bed
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and the teachers have met with fair success; but at present there is no teacher at this
agency. I know of no better missionary field, and feel confident that two or three
really first-class teachers could find all the scholars they could teach, and that they
would soon bring the Indian children sufficiently under their influence to a~vanc_e theJ?
rapidly both in letters and the useful arts, while they could at the sa°:le time dissennnate among them knowledge of religion. I think them a people pecuh~r~y adapted to
receiverelio'ious instruction and to practice its teachings. I am of the opm10u that other
things besides a m·ere know'ledge of letters should be inculcated by teaehers. ! would
have the men taught the use of agricultural implements, an~ h~w to preserve their cr?ps . .
Some ought t<? acquire knowledge of ~arpentering, blacksm~thmg, and ot~er mechamcal
arts. They should be brouo-ht to prefer permanent abodes rnstead of thell' hogans, and
be taught bow to construct them. The women ought to be instructed in the domestic
arts; a great saving in their food could be made if they understood appr_oved methods
of cooking. The wool of their sheep would have a much greater value 1f they understood how to preserve and manufacture it. My ideas of the duties of a t_ea~her for
these Indians calls for a more able person than the small salary allowed 1s hkely to
procure, especially when we consider the isolated position of the agency, and the great
cost of living there. I shall endeavor to secure the services of two competent persons,
and make an effort to have my views practically tested. The treaty with the Navajoes
provides for the erection of a school-house and chapel, and I most urgently recommend
that the erection of such building be provided for at once. I would not expend :ipore
than one-half the amount named in the treaty, ($5,000,) but would reserve the remainder for the construction of another building for the same purpose in the San Juan
Valley, in the event of the subagency being established there.
·
Agent Arny recommends the establishment of a boarding-school, with a corps of
teachers and officers which would do credit to a first-class institution in a thickly populated community. I am of opinion that an institution would be out of place at the
present time, and should much prefer the more simple method until the children have
been somewhat advanced.
The agent .recommends an enlargement of the reservation by the addition of a strip
along the southern end six miles in width. The reasons given for this increase of the
reservation strikes me as good. At present, settlers can locate within two hundred
yards of the agency, and keep the agents andlncliansinconstanttroubleifsoclisposed.
The addition to the reservation proposed will embrace all the water within twenty
miles of the agency, and thereby prevent any settlements near enough to interfere with
the agency or the Indians. I therefore respectfully recommend that the President set
apart the following-described tract of laud as an adclition to this reservation: Beginning at the southeast corner of the present reservation, running thence due south six
statute miles, and thence due west to a point due south of the southwestern corner of
said reservation, and thence due north to said southwest corner.
The Navajoes have raised less corn and other crops during the present summer than
usual, owing to the shortness of the season, and it ,yill be necessary to provide them
with supplies until their crops can mature next year. I have the less hesitation in
recommending that these Indians be subsisted duriug a time like the present, because
I am aware that they have the means of devastating a large portion of this Territory,
and I know that they will have but little hesitation in doing so if they are in a starving
condition. The expense of subsisting them for a year would probably cost less money
than :fighting them for a week, and would of course save much human life. The agent
estimates that it will require $70,000 to subsist these Indians until their crops mature
next year. I am of opinion that, in addition to supplies now on hand, $50,000 will be
ample.
The native police force, under the command of Manuelito, the war chief, bas accompli~hed grea~ good during the year. This force has recovered a large number of stolen
ammals, which have been returned to the owners by the agent; and it has now become so unprofitable to steal that the depredations have nearly ceased. I recommended tbe disbandonment of this force, because their time of usefulness seemed to have
passed. Should the settlers again be troubled by the Navajoes, no better means coulll
be employed than the re-institution of this police force, and I shall so recommend if
any occasion occurs where it seems to be necessary.
THE ABIQUIU AGENCY.

Thi agency is located at Tierra Amarilla, about one hundreu miles uort.hwest from
this place. The Weeminuche and Capote Utes and a portion 'Of the Jicarilla Apaches
make this agency th~ir home. The two bands of Utes were parties to the Ute treaty
of 1 6 , and should live upon the reservation in Colorado, but have never been willing
to go there. _I have d~sired to see them removed because the land they now occupy
belongs to private parties, and no permanent provision can be made for them there.
T~ey attended t~e council held at the Los Pinos agency in August, and their representatives acco!Dpa~:ned the delegation to Washington. I have not been advised what
underst::1lldrng, if any, bas been reached a,bout t~eir future residence, but most ear-
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n tly recommend that they be required to go and stay upon the reservation in Colorado, and believe they will go if peremptory orders are given from your Office. These
Indian are peaceable and quiet, and will refrain from committing depredations so long
a th are fed and clothed, but will make no advancement toward civilization or a
po ition to provide for themselves so long as they remain at Tierra .A.marilla. If put
upon a r ervation they could be brought in contact with civilizing influences.
Th portion of the Jicarilla Apaches who make this agency their home are, like all
other Apaches, restless, thieving vagabonds, quick to learn all the vices of civilization,
but seemingly determined to know nothing of its virtues and benefits. No good will
come of them until they can be gathered upon a reservation and kept there. I have
endeavored to remove them to the reservation at Fort Stanton and Tularosa, but
without effect. I am of the opinion that you should decide where you wish them
located. Command them to be there by a certain day, and tell them that after that
time they will be attacked by troops if found elsewhere.
They are the worst beggars the world affords, and seem to have no idea of doing anything except to eat and wear what the Government gives them, and stealing from the
settler when their supplies fail. I have nothing to recommend regarding these Indians except their remoyal to some reservation and proper provisions for them until
that is accornplishetl. I have reduced their supplies of food to one pound of beef and
the same quantity of unbolted :flour per day. If the Utes remove and the Apaches
remain it will cost about $15,000 per annum to subsist them, and I recommend an
appropriation of that amount. Heretofore these Indians, including the TTtes, have
been provided for out of the incidental fund, and in consequence that fund has been
inadequate to the demands made upon it.
While writing about this agency, I ought to refer to the fact that in March last I
found that tbe agent was guilty of so many improper and disgraceful acts that I took
tho re ponsibility to suspend him, subject to your approYal, and appointed a person
temporarily in charge of the agency. Mr. W. D. Crothers, the new agent, took charge
of the ag ncy, July 10, and has given entire satisfaction to the Indians and myself
ince that time.
CIMARRON AGENCY.

Thi agency is locate<l. iu the town of Cimarron, about 160 mile8 northeast from this
plac . The Indian who make their home here are the Muache Utes, and a portion of
th Jicarilla Apaches. Like the .A.biquiu agency, these Indians are located upon lands
b longio to private parties, and, as at that agency, the Utes were parties to the treaty
of 1 6 , an lb long upon the reservation in Colorado. No regular appointment of an
ng ot for the e Indians has been made since the resignation of late Agent Roedel, in
th snmmcr of 1 72, and the agency has since that time been in charge of an employe
of th superintendent. If these Indians are to remain at this place it would be much
better to appoint a regular agent.
Tbe Muache Utes left their agency in the early spring and went to Colorado, where
they annoyed the settlers in the Arkansas and Cucharas Valleys. In April, under
y ur direction, I sent Mr. Gonld, then in charge of the agency, to confer with them
and end avor to ecure their return. He failed. I went to see them in June, and held
a. council with Kaneatche and ten other men, and after a long debate succeeded in
ecuring their proroi e to go to the Ute reservation. 'l'hey started before I left, and I
, oppo d would le ep their promise; but I bad been but three days at home before I
1 a.rued that they had roturned with greatly increased numbers. I took the stage and
pr_ . d d th re at one . l~aving previously asked the commanding-general of this
m1htnry d p_artm nt to tat1on troops in the valley of the Cucbaras, I found one
ompauy oi 11;1fa~try on ~he ground and one troop of cavalry within a day's march. In
a cordanc with m trn t10ns from you, I labored earnestly to secure their removal by
P . c. ab] m au . Failing in that I told them they must go to their reservation
w1 h1_n hr
<lay , and that if found in their present locality after that time they woul~
b dri n th r by troops. 'I hey understood that the power against them excellea.
tb i~ own, and h y_went at once. Of late alargenumborofthese Utes have retnrned
t
11n, rr n. I b h ve th y will move to their reservation if positively required by
~u.
f
nr I am n _t aware what decision was reached by the recent confe_rence
w_1 h h ro a _th Lo Pmo arrency and at Washington. I have made four trip to
1marr n durmg th y ar to nd avor to remove the Jicarilla Apaches from there, but
b v b n pr vented fro_m a corupli biog the de ired result in great part by the inter£r n
fa fi w ad white m n, who :find their interests furthered by keeping the Indian tb r .
Tb Io iau ar i11 tbt, mid t f the ttlements and annoy the better cla exc i . ly an . u v ry ac nut it i de irable that 'th y shall be removed. The only
r 1 n n w I u d h . Indian are one-half poond of beef and the same quantity of
•b r -th l a t p . 1bl am unt which will ke p th m from levying their uppli
u~ n h
t 1 _r . Tb r ar_ n cbo ls among them, and it will be impossible _inti 1 an wb1l th yr marn vber tb y now are. I ee no hope of their ever mak.in
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any a<lvancement until theY: are placed upon _a reserva_tiou. I have favore~ the esta~lishment of a new r eservation on the Dry Cunarron, rn the northeast corner ?f t!:ns
Territory, and placing all the We~D?-inuche, Capote, and Mua,che Utes ~nd J1~arilla
Apaches upon it, in the event of fa1lmg to remove them else;Vhere. ~his wou.d require the establishment of a new military post. The exec~t10n o~ this pl_an W<?uld
place these Indians in a location where they would be a barrier agamst the rncurs10:3s
of the plain Indians into this Territory and Colorado. It wo?ld also b~ an obstacle 1~
the way of the traffic in stolen Texan cattle, now so extensively carried on by Mexicans and Comanche Indians. I believe it best to consolidate the Indians where possible, as it saves great expense; but if it be found impossible to place these Indians on
any reservation now established, I would recommend th at a new one be created.
THE PUEBLO AGENCY.

This agency is situated at Santa Fe, and the Indians are loca~ed in ninet~en :7illages,
one of which is within nine miles of this place, and the most distant of whrnh 1s about
two hundred miles away. These Indians are entirely self-sustaining. They have a
rude knowledge of some of the mechanical arts, and au equally rude acquaintance
with ao-riculture and its implements. However, they succeed in feeding and clothing
themselves in a manner which satisfies them, even though it might not be satisfactory
to civilized people. They possess a very considerable amount of property, consisting
of lands, houses, horses, cattle, sheep, goats, &c. This people appear to be midway
between barbarism and civilization; and although the Roman Catholic priesthood
claim to have civilized them two hundred years ago, yet I believe it would be difficult
for the most shrewd observer to discover any difference between their manners, customs, and condition at that early time and the present period. They live in the same
manner, practice the same rites of a heathenish religion, ( albeit now slightly changed
by the forms of the Romisb Church,) and are as great worshippers of the sun, Montezuma, and jdols as at any period in their history. The Government has for several
years endeavored to establish schools among this people, and its efforts have been attende1 with but slight success, but from one cause alone-the opposition of the Roman
Catholic priests. This priesthood oppose teaching the Pueblo Indians the English
language, appa,rently because it will prevent their having in the future, as they have
now, the close monopoly of missionary efforts among them. I am not a bigoted follower of any religious denomination. I certainly never could be of one which finds·
it necessary to keep the people in ignorance in order to maintain its control over them.
The action of the Romish priests of this Territory reminds one ,very forcibly of the
nursery story of "the dog in the manger." They will neither teach these Indians
themselves nor allow others to do so. I have a single instance to relate which exemplifies their power and purpose in this matter. -]?or more than two years constant, per8istent efforts have been made by my predecessor, the different Pueblo agents, and
myself to establish a school · at Tesuque Pueblo, nine miles from this place. All these
efforts, however persistently made, were unavailing. In August last a young man
came to me, stated that he was a Mexican, a Rom.a n Catholic, and had been a teacher.
He said that he was o:n t of employment; that his family were suffering; that he could.
teach the common English branches, and that he desired the appointment of teacher
at this pueblo. It was my wish to have these Indians taught to read and write in the
English language, and having failed with all the appliances at my command, I thought
it best to make an effort in another direction. I therefore told this young man that if
he would procure a letter from the resident bishop of the Romish Church directincr.
these Indians to furnish him a room and send their children to his school, I would at
once give him employment. What representations he made to the bishop I am not
advised, but he obtained the letter, and has succeeded without difficulty in establishing a school.
The education of these Indians, both in letters and the arts, seems to be of the fi.r~t
importa~ce, and to be the principal duty ?f the agent. I am_ happy to be able to say
that their present agent, Mr. E. C. Lewis, has succeeded m establishino- several
schools, and if he continues the same ardent efforts he bas heretofore made I am sure
we can soon chronicle great improvement in the mental condition of the P~eblo Indians of New Mexico.
. The subj~ct of encroachment of Mexica_ns upon the lands belonging to these Indians
1s of great importance to them, and I believe should receive your favorable consideratio_n. M?st of the grants of land they occupy have been surveyed, but no marks now
ex1st which they understand, an_d settlements are constantly made upon lands which
1?-ndoubtedly belong to the Indians. I would recommend an appropriation of $5 000
for a. resurvey of these gra..q.ts, and the establishment of suitable corner monum~nts.
If this were done the rights of these Indians could be protected by the courts and·the
agent.
The question whether the Pueblo Indians are citizens has been raised and more than
once have the courts decided in the affirmative, and that they were ~ntitled to vote
(they have often been solicited by aspiring candidates to exercise the right of suffrage:
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but in every instance they have refnsed, preferring to remain as ward~ of the Government,) and exercise all the rights and privileges _of cit~z~ns of th_e Umted States. On
o-eneral principles I s~ould be glad to have this decis10n susta~ned, but I am aware
that with the present simple manners and customs, the slight busmess know.ledge the_y
possess, and the prejudice which exists against them on the part of the Mexicans, their
condition would be rendered much worse if deprived of the care of an agent and the
pecial protection of the Government. I am_ therefore opposed ~o any e_ffort to secure
any decision by the Supreme Court of the Umted States upon this question.
.
Agent Lewis recommends that a provision be made for supplying the w::i,nts of dest~tute Pueblo Indians during the coming year on account of the general failure of th~ir
crops durino- the past season. I believe that it would be proper to make an appropriation of $5,000 for this purpose, otherwise there will be great suffering and perhaps
starvation among a portion of them.
.
For other matters relative to these Indians, I respectfully refer you to the very interesting report of Agent Lewis.
GENERAL REMARKS.

I desire to call your attention to tho fact that it is impossible, in nearly every instance, to procure the services of competent men as agents at the salary allowed, fifteen hundred dollars per annum. It is no economy to employ incompetent men because
they can be obtained for a small salary. The cost of living in this Territory is fully
double that in the States, and an agent who has a family must of necessity be strongly
tempted to engage in transactions of questionable character, in order to eke out a
living, however miserable. I would recommend that agents be paid two thousand
dollars a year, and then require the nomination of men of business experience and
capacity. I know the Government would save money by such a course; I would
earnestly request you to require the missionary board making nomination of agents
to look into other matters than mere piety of the persons selected for noruJ_nation. A
competent bad man will in the long run cost the Government less than an incompetent good man. There are here plenty of unscrnpulous men who are entirely willing
to do the work of Indian agencies, and relieve the agent from all trouble. A man may
be perfectly honest himself, and yet allow dishonest men of more ability than himself
to do bis work for him, and rob the Government continually. Please give us good men
if you can, but do let us have men of abiUty who can manage their own business.
Of course I have nothing to say about the pay of superintendents; but you will
allow me, I trust, tQ suggest that a better man for the position might be obtained if
the salary w~re increased.
The sum allowed for the salary of interpreters, five hundred dollars per annum, is
entirely inadequate to secure the services of men who can speak any language with
even the slightest degree of accuracy. I believe more troubles have arisen from misinterpretation of the language of officers than from any other cause. When General
. 0. Iloward was at Tularosa, the Indians received an impression through the interpreter of which General Howard wa,s entirely ignorant, and which has caused much
of the trouble at that agency from then until the present. I would recommend that
interpreters be paid one thousand dollars per annum, and that all agents be required
~o employ only s~ch men as can re_a<l. and write both languages correctly, saving in
rn tan~ where mt rpreters of Indian languages are required .
. I b heve that the Government will save much money by making appropriations sufilc1 nt t? m t all exp nses with promptnes . I find it difficult to make purchases at
low pric , b cau the p r onsselling expect to wait a long time for their pay.
I am, v ry r p ctfully, your obedient servant,
L. EDWIN DUDLEY,
Su11erintenclent of Indian Affairs.

H

n. ' 1,w.

P.

i\lITu,

'ommissionm· of lndian .Affail's, 1Vashi11gton, D.
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SPECIAL AGENCY, ETC,

Special Ageut J. L. Gould has submitted and furnished me~~ copy of his report on
t he practicability of establishing an agency on the San ~ uan River. ~n tha~ report he
recom mends the establishment of this agency at that place, ancl the d1scontmuance of
a special agent, and an appropriation of $t?,500 for the erection of building;s &_c., to
which I have added in my iudorsement of h1s report the sum of $10,000, makmg m all
$57,500, and this I think is :3' ve_ry low estimate. I ~m. of t~e opinion, how~ver, afte_r a
careful and thorough exammat1on, that an appropriation of $20,0~0.to repair the _bu~ldinge corrals &c. at Fort Defiance (the present agency) and an add1t10nal appropnat10n
of $5,000 to erect a chapel council-room, and a boarding-house for Indian c~_ildren attending school at this agency, would be of much greater benefit to the Inmans than
the expenditure of $57,500 necessary to remove the agency to the San Jt~an ..
The establishment of a summer camp on the San Juan, under the d1rect10n of the
a<Yent and farmer, wonl<l obviate the necessity of the removal of tliis agency, save thous~nds of dollars to the Government, and at the same time avoid any difficulty between
the Navajoes and Utes, provided a small summer military ca~p be established ~~ the
immediate vicinity. This would render it unnecessary to establu;h a permanent military
post, which would be a great expense, and would be imperatively required if an agency
were established there.
NUMBER OF INDIANS,

Since taking charge of this agency it has been impossible to obtain the number of
Indians belonging to it; but I am satisfied that there is at least the following, as ascertained by the latest count, viz, 2,912 men, 3,300 women, 2,902 children under 16-total,
9,114.
.
In addition to the above, there are a number of Indians under a sub-chief named
Agua Grande, who live off the reservation, in the valley at the foot of the" Mesa <:Jalabasa," and another considerable number ,vho live near" Cubero" and" Cebolleta," many
of whom do not visit this agency, as they raise sufficient for their support, and need
only to be supplied with facilities for their education and civilization,, which can be
done under the direction of the agent, and by the employment of an additional farmer
and school-teacher, and the erection of dwellings for them, and a school-house in the
valley of the '' Mesa Galabasa."
NAVAJO LANDS.

The Navajo Indians have a reservation containing 3,328,000 acres of lancl; but a very
large portion of it is not fit for agricultural purposes, and cannot be cultivated so as
to raise cereals or vegetables. One-half the reservation is adapted to pastoral purposes, and there is a tract of land south of the reservation on which the Indians have
for se,eral years raised corn, wheat, &c., which land, in my judgment, should belong
to this reservation, and by attaching it, would tend materially to the moral improvement of the Indians, furnish them much subsistence, and be a decided aid toward
their improvement and advancement. I therefore very respectfully request that the
attention of his excellency the President be called to this subject, and that by a proclamation the following-described lands be declared an addition to the Navajo reservation, viz:
Commencing at the southwest corner of the present reservation; running thence
south, six miles; thence east, sixty miles; thence north, six miles, to the southeast cor-ner of the present reservation ; thence west along the south line of said reservation to
the place of beginning.
·
There are now only two white persons who claim each one hnndred and sixty acres
of land within the above-named limits, neither or whom have any right or title to it.
One is not a citizen of the United States, and both, in my o.9inion, are unfit to be onor contiguous to reservation. By makiug the proposed addition 1o the reservation it will
m~ke it impo~sible for any white person to l?cate nearer to this agency than twenty
miles; and will enable the agent to control his agency and keep from it persons who
now encourage gambling and other vices which tend to debase the Indians.
FARMING, ETC,

The corn, wheat, &c., raised by these Indians will nearly all be consumed bv them
before the l~t of Dece~ber, and from that period th~y must be fed. Owing to the dry
weather durmg the sprmg months, they have not raised as much as usual, and in my
opinion, they will require au appropriation of at least $i0,000 to purchase b~ef and
corn for them till they can raise another crop.
They have had no farmer employed for some time, and as it is important to begin
properly, I respectfnllJ: ask t_o ?e au~horized to emp~oy o:ne at a salary of $100 per month.
A proper person for this pos1t10u will, under the cltrect1on of the agent, save thousands
of dollars to the Government, and be of vast benefit to the Indians.
•
LarO'e quantities of seed-corn, wheat, pumpkins, &c., have been formerly furnished
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to the Indian her , at much expense to the Government and with but little profit, a
th y wer not furni heel in time for planting. After another year this expen e can be
av d by th cultivation of th8fJe articles for the seed, by the farmer at the agency, and
the eed would be better than those purchased, as they would be acclimated.
For next pring I e ti mate tbat three thousand dollars' wort~ of ~eecl will be. reqnir d, which, in my judgment, should be purchased from seed raised m New Mexico,.
if po ible, and delivered at the agency on or before the 1st of March, 1874. l\fany of
the eeds h r tofore furnished have been of no benefit in consequence of the fact that
they reach d here too late in the season for planting, and in some instances not till
the crop from them should have been cultivated and gat,hered. As soon as possible I
will furni ha li t of the seeds and quantity which will be required for next spring's
planting.
HORSES, SHEEP, ETC.

The Iudian::1 of thi agency now own over 10,000 horses and. about 175,000 sheep and
goat . It wa estimated when Colonel Donophan conquered them, that they bad over
:t million sheep and goats, most of which were lost during the war. They value the
,·beep very highly for the wool, which they manufacture into a superior article of
blankets.
ciuA:XTITY OF GRAIN, ETC., RAISED.

It i impo sil>le to estimate the amount of grain they raise annually, as they haYe
no idea of om· measures, and begin to use t,heir products before it is ripe, take no care
to ave wlrnt they rai e, and usually have it all consumed before the 1st of Decemher
of each year, as will lie the case tbe present year.
CARPENTER'

.AND IlLACKS:'11ITil'S TOOLS.

The tool in tbe carpenter's and blacksmith's shops have be01i so long in nse that they
are worthless, and new ones are required. Herewith I have the honor to submit the
report of the late carpenter and present blacksmith, with estimates of whnt is necessary.
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dollars each per annum, and that I be furnished with seven thousand dollars ($7,000) to
erect the necessary buildings and furnish them, and be instructed to est,ablish an industrial boarding-school, such as I have here indicated.
HEALTH.

There are a considerable number of Indians suffering from disease contracted by
their association with white men, and their own loose habits. Time, and the moral
and industrial education, with the medical assistance of the physician, who should be
fully supplied with remedies, will correct this to a great extent. For full information
ou this subject I respectfully refer to the report of Dr. J. Menaul, herewith, and urge
that the medicines, &c., for which he bas estimated, a list of which is herewith, be furnished as soon as possible, in addition to what I have purchased, which will be exhausted
in a short time after they reach here. Dr. Menaul is certainly doing a good work, and
can do much more if he is supplied with the necessary remedies.
NAYAJO POLICE.

About one year ago, under the authority of Gen. 0. O. Howard, a Navajo police was
organized of over one hundred Indians, and I concur with my predecessor in w.h at he
says iu regard to this organization, on page 302 of the report of the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 1872: "Though this force has beeu in service but a short
time, it has proved conclusively in this brief period to be the best feature ever iuaugurated in this direction. The custom of branding stock with the initials, or some other
mark of ownership, by the holclers of stock in this and other adjoining Territories, renders it an easy task to detect stolen animals brought upon the reservation. * * *
"The effect produced by the Navajo cavalry in seizing stock from the (Indian) thieves
and returning it to its owners, is most salutary in proving their hearty and determined
co-operation with the Government to prevent this wrong, while the moral influence
exerted in discouraging a repetition, by its almost certain detection, will be, if possible, still more beneficial."
I regret that my instructions, just received, require me to disban,l this organization.
The order of General Howard was a good oue, if properly carried out, and was given
after personal observation by him, and has resulted in good. Its discontinuance now
will tencl to favor depredations upon the stock of citizens by the Indians, and afford
no assistance to the ageut to prevent it.
As the treaty holds the chiefs responsible for all depredations, and as they cannot,
and I know will not, devote their time and attention to this matter without compensation, and as- I am fully convinced that the disbanding of tbi8 organization, at this
time, will be very disast,rons, I earnestly ask that I be instructed to continue the
organization, with Manuelito at $25 per month, and thirty others at $5 per month each;
this will give to the chiefs and Indians an inducement to perform all the duties required of t,hem under the treaty, especially as the police force embraces some of the
principal chiefs, and the relations of others, who are proud of their position, and very
energetic and determined in the discharge of their duties, which they would not be if
their pay was to cease.
THE El\'.IPLOYES OF THIS AGBNCY

have heretofore been of two classes, viz, Americans and Indians, who were engaged
for two objects First, to conduct the education and civilization of the Indians; sec7
ond, to furnish labor to carry on the affairs of the agency . . According to the instructions I have received, it appears to be the desire of the Government if possible to have
moral and religious persons employed here. With this view I submit herewith a report
of the employes, with suggestions for changes, which I am fully convinced will tend
to the advancement of the moral and religiou8 improvement of the Indians under my
charge, and to that end I respectfully ask its approval, so that_I may be able to have
the co-operation of the employes in the work of educati•ng, civilizing, and christianizing this interesting nation of red men.
In conclusion I must apologize for the length of this report, it being my first in regarcl1
to the Navajoes, and desiring to vindicate the course and policy I wish to carry out,
it is more len~thy than it otherwise would have been. I promise more brevity in the
future, and will only add that if the course and policy I have vindicated are vigorously carried out, the Indians of this reservation will speedily be civilized and made
self-sustaining, and become intelligent and useful citizens; otherwise they will continue in ignorance, crime, and degradation.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. F. M. ARNY,
United States Agent for Navajo Indians.

Hon.

EDWARD

P.

SMITH,

Commissioner of Indian .Affairs.
(Through Col. L. E. Dudley, superintendent oflndian affairs for New Mexico.)
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48.
UNITED STATES NAVAJO I.N'DIAN AGE.N'CY,

Fort Defiance, N. Mex., September 3, 1873.
, rn: In compliance with the requirements of the Indian Department, I have the
honor to present my annual report of the coudition and advancement of the Navajo

Iuclian , of ew Mexico, for the year 1873. I arriYed at this place, for dNty in connection with the avajo agency, August 5, 1873, and, as soon as the necessary arrangements coulcl be made, proceeded to the San Juan River, to make an exam ination and
report of the country belonging to the reservation iu that vicinity for purposes of
agriculture, as directed by you. A copy of that report was forwarded to your office,
August 31. The Indians of this tribe are advancing ra,pidly in material wealth, year
by y ar, and side by side with t.lie white settlers of this country. They have now in
their po session several hundred thousand bead of sheep, over ten thousand head of
hor e , and a large number of cattle. Sheep are their favorite stock, owing to their
rapid increa e, the ease with which they are kept, and the benefit of their wool.
Th manufacture of the well-known Navajo blankets is a sonrce of considerable profit
to th m, by providing them with the main portion of their clothing. by sale, and by
trade among the Mormons of Utah Territory and other tribes of Indians. They also
ma,ke their own addles, bridles, bridle-bits, moccasins, belts, leggins, and a variety of
other article for comfort and convenience, with a degree of skill that is surprising
wb n their limited facilities for these purposes are cousiderecl.
'l'beir conduct for a number of years past (since their complete subjugation in tlrn
late Navajo war) bas been a source of great trouble, by their propensity for stealiug
live- tock. This custom, however, ha,s been gradually discontinued, and I am happy
to ay that not a single depredation of this kind has come to the knowledge of their
late ag ut, l\Ir. Hall, for the past year. Persevering efforts have been made to educate
these Indian , and induce them to adopt a civilized mode of life, bnt, owing to their
h ing tuinly scattered over an immense extent of territory, it has beeu impossible to
make such progre s as bad been hope<l for.
If my report of the San Jnan country is favorably considered, it is believed that
mo t of the di advantnges in this respect may be overcome. A statement of the general management and condition of the agency will be forwarded in the agent's annual
report.
Very re pectfully, your obcd:ent servant,
J. D. GOULD,
Special Agent fo1· Navajoes.
Col. L. EDWIN DUDLEY,
'uperinlendeut of India11 Affairs, Sarita 116, N . M.
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custom of issuino- passes to them to visit Texas, Seven Rivers, and the plains east or
any point remot; from the agency, was discontinued as being imp~op~r, and no pass
bas been issued since I assumed char"'e of this agency. I have rns1sted that they
should remain in this immediate vicinity. It has been impossible, from various _causes,
to establish a regular issue-day, or to effect a regular attendance. A reservat10n ~as
been set apart and desio-nated for these Indians, but has not been surveyed or its
boundaries indicated to them; neither has an official copy been fu-rn_ished this office:
The buildings on the military reservation of Fort Stanton, and belongmg to the former
post trader, I am informed, verbally, were purcha:sec~ in June by the superintendent ~f
Indian affairs for the use of the agency. The bmldrngs are ample for all the necessities of the agency, and would afford suitable rooms fo~ s_c?~ols if it was d~emed expedient to establish such. There is no other way of c1v1hzmg these Indians than to
compel them to remain upon th'e ir own reservation by a military force, restore the
property they have stolen, dismount and disarm them, and teach t~em ~o respect_ t~e
rights of citizens. Were they disposed or inclined to labor b;y cult1vatrn_g the soil m
the valleys along the streams, raising stock upon the i:nountams, they 1mght become
rich in flocks and herds, and would soon be self-supportmg.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. B. BUSHNELL,
Agent J1escalero .Apaches.
L. E. DUDLEY, Superintendent Indian Affairs.

50.
SOUTHERN APACHE INDIAN AGENCY,

Tulerosa, N. Mex., September 4, 1873.
Sm: I have the honor to submit hereby my first annual report of the Southern. Apache
agency.
I assumed charge of the agency on the 11th of January, of this year. At that time
there was no appearance of order in the mauagement of the agency, but in a few
weeks I succeeded, against strong opposition from the chiefs, in establishing a uniform
ration and a regular day for issuing rations. The beef bad been issued "on the hoof,"
and there were always quite a number who failed to get a share
The Southeru Apaches have never known the power of the Government, and since
they have been upon a reservation have accepted Government bounty in a spirit far
different from what was intended and expected. Their idea of the reservation s~-stem
a few months ago was that they were to be furnished with a home where they would
have every bodily want supplied by right; that the agent and his employes were among
them to act as their menials, and to await their pleasure in all things; that during the
pleasant season they would be allowed to leave their women and children to be fed
and protected on the reservation, while they visited the settlers on the Rio Grande to
steal stock and bring it home with them and claim the protection of the agency. It
is only occasionally that such stolen stock can be proven and returned to the owners. I tried hard for nearly five months to stop this practice of stealing horses, telling
them that it would soon bring trouble upon them, but without effect.
Early in the summer Col. William Redwood Price, of the Eighth Cavalry, took command of the troops in Southern New Mexico, and since then I have had his earnest
and efficient aid in controlling these Indians. In July, Colonel Price came to the ao-ency
with a force of three companies of cavalry, and, at my request, arrested a number of
Indians. This frightened the tribe so that they fled tot.he hills, and, at my request,
Colonel Price pursued them with 1:mch persistence and rapidity as to overtake them in
two days and compel a council, which they had refused to hold at the agency. They
-sa~ that they w~re. overp?wered, and c~me back to the agency very penitent. I appomted a new principal chief, who exermses a good deal of wholesome authority over
the tribe.
The issue of corn as a ration to these Indians has been the cause of a great deal of
trouble until a month _ago, :'7h~n tha~ ration was ordered to be very much reduced.
They manufacture an mtox1catrng drmk of the corn, and, under the influence of this
drink, they do a great deal of fighting among themselves. Since January, seven have
been killed in these fights and about twenty wounded.
There has bee°: no farming done by these Indians. Although they are very fond of
nearly every variety of vegetable, they are too averse to work to make any effort to
cultivate any of them. The employes have raised a garden and about five acres of
spring wheat. The reservation is not well adapted to the cultivation of corn but
wheat and all varieties of vegetables do excellently well. The cultivation of pot~toes
alone would be very profitable. If the Indians would pav any attention to raising
stock, they would soon be rich from that source alone.
·
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The population varies from six hundred in winter to two hundred in summer. It ishop cl tbat the Indians will be under better control by next spring, and that it will be
po • ible to keep them on the reservation during the summer. Their property consists
of hor , mule , and burros, and of these there are generally about one hundred on
the re rvation.
Th e tabli hmout of a school bas not been attempted, because I knew that, under
ibe •xi ting state of affairs, a school could not be made to do any good, but would only
re ult in failure and the expenditure of a large sum of money. Now, however~
the clrnnkenness will be nearly clone away by reducing the corn ration, and the Indian will become tamer in all respects, l hope, and it is proposed to secure a good
teacher and make a strong effort to establish a school among them as soon as possible.
There will be many superstitions to overcome, but the old chiefs must see a school aml
know what it is before they will withdraw their opposition. At present they seem to
have the idea that a school is an institution wherein knowledge is propagated by a sort
of clubbing process.
Tber are not any worse Indians in the whole country to bring under the influence
of the policy of the Government for civilizing and Christianizing them; still there has
been progress made-enough for encouragement. It has not been long since they wore
but -vm·y little clothing; now the women sew excellently, and all the grown Indians
wear clotl1ing of some sort or other. Three months ago, the lives of the agent and employcs were threatened almost every week; sometimes shot at with arrows and sometime threatened with fire-arms. Now the Indians are pretty well convinced that such
demonstrations are neither for their profit nor pleasure. There is gradual improvement noticeable and I think that next year's report will notice a very decided improvement.
If this re ervation is to be considered the permanent home of these Indians, new
agen y buildings should be constructed at once, because the temporary buildings now
in u e ·w ill not la t longer than Bix months.
Most respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. M. THOMAS,
United States .Agent for Southern .Apaches.
Col. L. EDWIN DUDLEY,
Superinte1ule11t of Indian .Affclirs, Santa. Fe, N. Mex.
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There is some dissatisfaction among the Utes of my agency relative to t?ei: annuities.
They complain because their annuities are not issued to th~m at t_he Abi9-1;1-m agency.
Tho Los Pinos aa-ency i~ so far from them that but few ever receive their ann mties. I would
respectfully suggest, if it is the pleasure of ~he Department to co0:tinue the agency,
that provision be made by which the Utes of my agency. may receive t~e a~ount of
goods due them from the Government, in accordance with the treat;v of 1868, at the
Abiquiu agency. This will be more satisfactory to them than five times the amount
given in any other way.
·
. .
In regard to the establishment of schools among the Indians, I ?annot represent
matters as being encouraging. There are, however, many orphan children among t~e
Utes, and it is to be hoped that, by proper influences, they may eventually be placed m
schools.
No attention is given to agriculture by the Indians of this agency, and, owing to t~e
great scarcity of game, their dependence for subsistence is on the Gov~rnment. This
dependence will be protracted until the Indians are placed on a reservation and taught
to cultivate the soil; which I trust will be done at an early day.
I have the hono_r to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. D. CROTHERS,
United States Indian Agent, Abiquiu, N. Mex.
Col. L. Eowrn DUDLEY,
Supm·iritendent of Indian Affairs, Sante Fe, N. Mex.

52.
PUBBLO INDIAN AGENCY, SANTA Ff.:, N. MEX., Se11tember 25, 1873.
Sm: In compliance with instructions from the Department, I have the honor to
-submit the following annual report of the condition of the Pueblo Indians:
I assumed charge of this agency July 1, and have endeavored to make as complete
an annual report as the limited time permits. No adequate means of transportation
was at my disposal when I entered upon the duties of this office. I therefore called a
meeting, at Santa Fe, of the governors of all the pueblos, (villages,) in order to lf'arn
as quickly as possible, from the Indians themselves, (pending a personal inspection,)
their condition and wants. The information derived from them regarding population,
individual wealth, number of horses and cattle, value ~of crops, &c., afforded little
more than basis for estimates. Since the above meeting, I have visited thirteen out of
the nineteen pueblos, and although the statistics of education and return of farming
are not claimed as being strictly correct, they nevertheless afford an approximate idea
of the present condition of these Indians. To prevent a too :flattering estimate being
made of the wealth of this people in lands, it would be proper to state that by far the
larger portion is unproductive, either by reason of rocky formations or absence of water
for irrigating purposes; the latter condition being an all-important one in this Territory.
With regard to individual wealth, also, the general rule of consolidation applies, and
the condition of any particular pueblo depends altogether upon its water-privilege.
All the pueblos contiguous to the Rio Grande are comparatively independent, and are
but slightly affected by lack of rain. The pueblos remote from this river depend upon
small streams and rainfalls, and lead from year to year a precarious existence. Many
-of them are very poor, and their condition is made worse by church-taxations and the
-oppressions of their unscrupulous Mexican neighbors. Owing to the light rainfall of
~his year, (less than known for many years,) considerable suffering will be experienced
m quite a number of these pueblos ere another harvest can be gathered. Neither the
wheat nor corn crop will amount to half the average yield .
o appropriation has been made for these Indians for some years, hut in view of the
very poor harvests of the present season, I would most earnestly recommend that a
reasonable snm be appropriated for distribution among the really destitute. These
Indian~ ar_e very industrious, and are simple in their habits. ThP-y are inoffensive,
an_d crime are almost unknown. They are by no means addicted to whiskydnnkrng, and no cases of drnnkenness occur during their visits, for trade or other
purposes, at Santa F6. During the time of their '' feasts," held in spring, early
aut_nmn, and Christmas holidays, they are visited by Mexicans libera11y snpplied with
wh1 ky, and a small number of their yonng men sometime8 patronize these pocketmerchants. An habitual drunkard cannot be found among them.
I have elsewhere referred to their oppression by Mexican neighbors. The greatest
ource of complaint is the encroachment of Mexicans upon their lands; and in most
cases of thi nature their agent is powerless and cannot, by reason of absence of any
well-defined bonndaries, afford them any relief. This trouble continn ally increases
and unless decided action is oon taken, years of litigation will not suffice to establish
the rights of the Indians, No justice can be had in the Mexican courts. The native
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a1ca1d (jn tice of the peace) are elected by the Mexicans, Indians not being allowed
to vot and almo t invariably decide cases iu favor of the Mexicans and against the
Indian', no matter bow clear the evidence may be in favor of the latter. Io thi city
Ir c ntly cau ed the ane t of a Mexican who had seriously wounded and robbed an
Indian of tbe pueblo of Jam be. 'l'he Indian pointed out his assailant from among a,
large nuruber of Mexicans in tbe court-room and_Produced the ~trongest c?rrobora~ive
vid nee of the a ault and robbery. The Mexican was acqmtted, notw1thstandmg.
IIacl I allowed the case to end here it would have resulted in the Indian receiving a,
bad wound, losing bis money, and paying costs of prosecution. With such justice (1)
at the agency, the result i far worse when the alcalde is under no restraining influence
whatever. In i olated localities the most petty cases are invented by the Mexicans
and ent rtained by the alcalde. So well do the Indians themselves understand their
probabl treatment at the bands of the alcalde and bis court, that they hasten to compromi e all uits brought against them. To prevent suclI gross injustice, I would rep ctfully rncommend that Congress enact that all suits in which these Indians are made
parti
hall only be brought before the United States district court. To prevent encroachment upon Pueblo lands, I would respectfully recommend that Congress repeal
the act of May 30, 1 62, relating to survey of private land-grants in New Mexico, of
which these necessarily form a, part.
Tb statu of these Indians is by no means clearly defined. The action of the territorial courts in recognizing these Indians as citizens bas not lessened, but rather
increased, their many injuries. By reason of this decision the agent cannot afford
them the relief that is justly their due as wards of the nation. So long as they
maintain their present relations to the General Government they are entitled to protection and to all the benefits derived by any tribe of Indians. Whatever may have
been their po ition under Spanish rule, or however essentially different from their
nornadic brethren their mode of living, they are Indians in every sense of the word.
On of the peculiar iu titions of these Indians-rather anomalous for " citizens "-is
their domestic government, a word regarding which may not be inappropriate. They
annually elect a "governor" and assistant officers; the latter usually consisting of two
"lieutenant-governors;" "sheriff," and two deputies;" "captain of war," and two ~ie{!tenants. The ''governor" selects from among the old men of the Pueblo, three "prmc1pal ," ,-vbo constitute a court ( of which the "governor" is cbiefj ustice) for the trial of all
offen e and misdemeanor . Thi~ mode of settling disputes is very simple and effective,
and an app al from it decisions to the agent is rarely made.
In regard to the the religious belief of the Pueblo Indians, they are nominally Roman
Catholics, but th ir relations with this church are of the slightest pos ible nature. In
two or three pueblos mini ters of this church are located, but in the majority l:lervices
are only held twice or thrice during tbe year, and in some in tances only once. I
hav car folly studied their habits, and am convinced that their ancient customs anC1
up r tit.ions (as followers o•f Montezuma) have full.sway. At this season many "feasts
ar b l<l, and having spent several nights in their midst I have had opportunities for
ob, rving th ir practice on these occasions. I have been admitted into their" estufa ,"
(building originally used by the fire-worsbipers, and in which even at this day Indians
only bavo p rmis ion to enter,) and in one instance obtained a glimpse of a hou e ( more
prop rly hov 1) of a" caciqn ," (medicine-man and Montezuma prie t.) A slight view
of on of tb
bov 1 i sufficient-'twould Le a strong constitution that could endure,
for any 1 ngth of tim , the tench ari ing from bodies of decaying auimals, and other
accumnlat d filth th r in.
Jnforru rr portsmuchha b env ryproperlywnttenregardinO'theeclucationofthe e
In~lian . Tb importanc of this subject cannot be overe ti mated. Since the cbarg of
tb1 agen y ha d volv cl upon ru , I have given attention almost wholly to this matter.
1,Y n ·: . ha no ~ n a gr at a I conld desire, although at this date the num~er
of Engl1 b t a ·h r i. gr at r than at any former period. Tlie Indians generally d ire
bo 1 , ancl wb n v r a nfficient numb r of families in any pueblo guarantee the att ndan
f th ·ir ·hilclr n, Is nd th m at achcr.
Altho_u~h th r i. no _int r£ rence what v r on th part of tho agent with their choice
of n r l1g1 n, I _me t with v ry gr at oppo ition from their present religious teach r
om, n 'a.th h ~ who ·on ·tantly advi them again t obedi ncc to the wi h of the
,ov rnm nt and 1t. a r ot. Th em o t •ll th Indian that the Government of the
rnit •cl 'tat ha u p w r in tlu T rritory, and it agent cannot cxerci e any control ov r h m what v r.
n~ing !h tim ofmy vi it I fin 1 no difficulty in p r uading the Indian that_great
ben fit ~,·111 r n) by_r a n_ of . h?ol , but th pre nee arnong them of M ~1ca11: ,
:wb ar m o1ln: ion with th 1r r llg1 u t acher , (who pmpo ly keep the Incl1an m
1gnor, 11 P,) ~nt1011a1ly_ op r~t an-ain t the b st ffort of their agent. Aft•r clo ·c
tud · , ncl <•nou on, 1dC'rntion of h ubj ct of education, I would mo, t re p ctfnlly
, ncl , rn ·tl 'rPC 1_Lm ncl the .tabli hm nt of au experim nta.l school at anta 1". or
om oth r ·011v<•11 1 ot ancl b althy lo ·atiou wher direct up •n·i ion can be x rc1. eel
Y •r th, Indian h ' th agent.
'
(
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The building erected for this purpose should be of size sufficient to accommodate from
fifty to oue hundred pupils. Three young men should be selected from ea?h pueblo, preference beino- given to the most intelligent 1 and provisions made for clothrng and boardrng
them at the expense of the Government. In connection with the school there should be
land enough for gardening purposes,in order that lessons might be given in this ( to them)
very essential branch of education, and also that the school might be made in a measure self-supporting. lb would be advisable to connect with the institution a carpenter
or wheelwright and blacksmith shop, in order that such of their number as might elect
could receive instructions in these branches of mechanics. Enough work would be
given by the different pueblos to make the shops self-supporting. In the course of a
year, or little more, members of the school would receive a goou rudimentary knowledge of English, and be competent to open school in their respective pueblos, where
they would make more rapid progress with the people than any .English teacher, and
be employed at a much lower salary.
To conduct such a school there would be required a principal, assistant, (who should
also be a practical farmer,) two practical rnecbanics 1 and a matron, the whole under
the immediate supervision of the agent. The establishment of this school may be
deemed too expensive, but a little careful consideration will correct such an impression. Schools are now sought to be established at the respective pueblos; total number,
nineteen. Should a teacher be sent each, the salaries alone would amount to $11,400.
For school-houses and repairs add $8,000; for school-books, fuel, &c., $2,500; total,
$21,900; by no means a liberal estimate. The experimental school-buildingiand lands
would cost $10,000, salaries $5,500, incidentals, (provisions and all other expenses, )
$15,000, total, $30,500; a very liberal estimate.
After a careful review of the efforts that have been made from time to time to
Christianize these Indians, I am convinced that the recommendation herewith submitted will, 'if adopted, prove to be the most practicable and economical solution of this
difficulty. The maximum number of pupils could be maintained, and thus from one. to
three young men, possessing an elementary knowledge of English language and customs, would be returned to each pueblo every year. The influence exerted by them
would be marked, indeed, and far greater than any resulting from missionary labor in
their midst. For the accomplishment of the recommendations set forth in this report,
I would respectfully ask that the following special appropriations be made :
Re-survey of Indian lands, the sum of. ____ ..•. _••.... _. _.. _____ . _____ .. ___ . $10, 000
Civilization of Indians, the sum of. ____ ... ·--·. ________ -~._. __________ .. _._ 25,000
Agricultural implements, food and clothing, in cases of extreme necessity, the
sum of ______ ··----··---·-----····-···---···----------···--··----···-·· -- 10,·ooo
Total .. - - . - __ .... _.... - - - .... - . -.. - .• - .•...•.... _.. _.. _.. ___ . _.·_.. __ 45, 000
Believing that these simple and industrious Indians are-entitled to much consideration at the hands of a Government they have occasioned but slight trouble and expense,
I have submitted an estimate of their want$'. The merely nominal sum required for
their education will be returned in revenue to the Government a thousand-fold when
they shall have become intelligent citizens .
. With the hope that the suggestions in this report will receive the careful considera.
t10n of yourself and the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
·
EDWIN C. LEWIS,
United States Indian Agent.
L. EDWIN DUDLEY, Esq.,
Superintenclent of Indian Affairs, Santa Fe, New Mexico.

53.

December 22, 1873.
S!R : I1;1, compliance with your let~er to Superintendent Dudley, dated December 4,
187,{, askrng for the aunual report from the agency, I have the honor to submit the
follow ing :
I assume~l charge of the agency on the I~t da;v of August last, under appointment
from Supenntendent Dudley. Most of my time smce my appointment I have been absent on other duty, and for that reason I am unable to make as full and complete a
report as I would like to make.
The emJ?loyes at this agency a~e one interpreter, at a salary ,of $500 per annum, and
one commissary, at a compensation of $40 per month.
INDIAN AGENCY, CIMARRON, N. MEx.,

INDIA.NS,
_Tb~re are under my charge one band of Utes, (the Muaches,) and two bands of
J1canlla. Apaches; I liave uo means of knowing their exact number, as they have never·
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all been at the agency at any one time since I have been in charge, bu~ from th~ best information which I have been able to obtain, and from my observat10n, I believe t~ey
number, men, women, and children, nearly twelve hundred, in about the followmg
proportions, to wit:
Muacbe Utes :
Men ..........•......................•.............•....•.... - - - • • • • - · · 180
Women ...................................................... - .. - • • • - · · 210
Children ..........•.........•••............................... - - - • . • • • · 240
610
Jicarilla Apaches:
Men . . . . . . . ......................................................... - - - 140
Wom en . . . . . . . •................................................... - - - • - 180
Children .................................................... - .. - . - - - - · · 240

560
1,170

Total. .......... .
SUBSISTENCE.

Their subsistence is furnished under contract, and consists of fresh beef and shorts,
and is issued to them three times a month, at the rate of half a pound of beef and one
pound of shorts per day to each; occasionally sugar, coffee, and tobacco are purc~as~d
for them (in open market) in very small quantities. All such purchases are paid for
at the office of the superintendent at Sante Fe, N. Mex., on certified vouchers.
LOCATION.

'J:he agency is located on a private lanc1.iidaim, belonging to the Maxwell Land Grant
and Railroacl Company.
UTES.

Tho Utes spend most of their time on the plains or in the mountains bunting, and
only come to the ageney when game is too scarce to furnish them subsistence, or
to outain a supply of powder, lead, &c. A few of them, however, stay in and abo~t
the Mexican settlements in this vicinity, which does not at all tend to improve their
morals. 'fhe Utcs, as a general thing, are very ptaceable, and I bear very few reports
of any thefts or other depredations committed by them, but very few of them have
acquired any habits of industry aside from those pertaining to the chase.
JICARILLA AP ACilES.

Th e Jicarilla Apaches sp~nd most of their time in an and about the Mexican settlements; some of them have acquired habits of industry; not a few of them have acquired
all the vices and none of the virtues of the Mexicans; most of them will get dr1tnk
·whenever they are able to pnrchase intoxicating liquor in sufficient quantity to produce that state, which, I regret to state, is only too often. Their pett.y depredations on
the prop rty of the white settlers in this vicinity and the surrounding country are, to
say the lea t of them, very annoying.
TE
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54.
UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENCY,

Gilct River Reservation, Arizona, August :n, 187:3.
Sm: Obedient to circular instructions from the honorable Commissioner of In~ian
Affairs at Washino-ton
I have the honor to submit this my third annual report of the
0
condition of affairs am~ng the Pima and Maricopa Indians of Arizona. .
.
A carefnl review of the year ending to-day, fails to show any particular improvement on the part of these Indians.
. .
In my second annual report, I alluded ~o several ?f the P:mc1pal causes then c?mbined t,o prevent the advancement of thrn people mto a higher moral and physi_cal
standard, and prominent among tliem were.the lack of proper _m_eans for educ~ti?g
them the limited facilities to enable them to remain self-sustammg, and the evil m:fiuen~es with which they are compelled to associate. These same causes exist to-day,
and the latter two named augment from year to year, in a degree that threatens the
most serious consequences to all concerned.
The lack of good land, plenty of water, and a sufficient number of ~chools for
the children, has long been felt here, and in consequence of which there ex1sts, on the
other ha,nd, a certain degree of idleness, intemperance, and prostitution .. The future
welfare of these Indians demands a sufficiency of the one and an immumty from the
other, and until these are secured them, it is folly to expect them to improve.
The water question is with us an almost threadbare subject. The Department has
several times during my stay here been informed of the condition of affairs relative
to that element, the want of which has been more severely felt this year than ever
before. Nor have these Indians been the only sufferers, for the settlers living above
this rnserve on the Gila River are all complaining of the lack of water. On the western part of the reservation the river has been entirely dry for nearly three months,
in consequence of which there will be no fall crops of any kind. In many fields the
small grain harvest was almost a failure from a want of water . . The settlements above
the reservation are still increasing, and in a few years the farmers there will need
and appropriate all the water that the river affords during the warm seasvn preceding
harvest. The reservation does not afford a sufficient ~uantity of water for the support
of all the Indians belonging to it, and some of them in consequence have left it in
order to get a living. About thirteen hundred members of these tribes are thus living
outside the lines of their reserve-about . one thousand just above it on the Gila, and
some three hundred have moved to the Salt River Valley.
.
Their close proximity to the ·whites is continually begetting troubles of more or less
importance between them, anil, in the opinion of many people in the Territory, it will
at an early day lead to a war between the two races. The condition of affairs in this
respect is illustrated in the following occurrences, both of recent date:
On the 24th of last June, known and celebrated as San· Juan's day hy the Mexican
population of the Territory, quite a numher of that nation gathered at the town of
Adamsville, some t en miles above this reserve, and spent the day in the usual manner,
riding, feasting, &c., and a few of them getting drunk. In the evening they had a
dance, which th ey continued through the night. A number of Pima Indians were1 in
and about Adamsville during the day watching the Mexicans in their sports, and
several of them remained at night to witness the dance.
·
Among these Indians was the son of Antonio Azul, hea.d chief of the Pimas.
During the Hight t.hey were in and out of the dancing-room, behaving themselves
properly, and, as far as I can learn, were all sober.
About an hour b efore daylight the n ext morning, one of the Mexicans, without a.ny
provocation whatever, struck the chief's son with a knife to the heart.
_Later on in th e day the Me~ican was arrested, and it being shown by some Mexican
w~t nesses that he was the gmlty p arty, he was kept until the morrow for a preliminary
tna l. The n ext day came and with it several hundred Pimas, who in the mean time
bad been advised of th e murder of their chief's son. About 10 o'clock the prisoner was
taken into the court-room, and the trial commenced. While one of the witnesses was
being ex3:mined, or ?>bout to b_e examine~, three or four Pim.as entered th·e room, and,
appl'oachmg the prisoner, mot10ned for bun to stand up. He paying no attention to
th_1s command was sudd enly lifted to his feet by the Indians, and his ha,nds secq.red
w ith a rop e. Ht: was th en led out of the court-room to the edge of the town, about a
hu ndred yards dist ant, and was th ere surrounded Ly the other Pimas, who joined the
party . . Th ey ~h en ~orm ed _a circle around the pris~mer and with liMle or no ceremony
they kill ed 1nm with their war-clubs. The Indians then quietly r eturn ed to their
homes. In the mean ~ime, anticipating some such trouble, troops were sent for, and a
smal_l detachm ent arrived from Camp McDowell, about an hour after the death of the
l\Iexi~an._ A fo w hours l at er, anoth er ~mall command came in from Ca.mp Lowell, but
hJ thu, t ime matter s bad b ecom e so qm et that the troops soon returned to th eir r espective post s. It was a "high-hand ed affair for these Indians thus to take the prisoner •
from the court-room, and I tru st its parallel will never occur again. The Indians de-
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f nd th ir action by saying that the murderer would never have been punished, but
woultl hav e caped, or would have been di charged. They also reminded me that la t
y ar 011 of their tribe was killed by a Mexican who was arrested, and afterward
e cap d to onora.
Tbe , ttler on the Gila have been very anxious to have a company of troops stationed in tbe vicinity of Adamsville, an<l I applied to the commander of the departm nt, Gen. George Crook, and requested that troops be sent there, until I could
h ar from your office, to which I bad referred the ma,tter. Gen. Crook seemed to
think that the troops should be stationed at this agency, and declined to send any to
any other point on the river. As the tronble did not occur at this agency, but at
Adam ville, ome 1,wenty miles from here, it seems to me that if troops were neede<l at
all th y honld have been sent there.
About two weeks ago: one of the Pima chiefs, who, with bis family, was living in
the alt River Valley, lost a child by death, and, as is the custom on the d ecease of a
member of the family, the chief proceeded to burn one of his buts. It appears that t11.a
but in qne tion was built on a portion of land owned and occupied by one of the settlen1 in that valley, who objected to having it burned. The Indian insisted, and, in
the attempt to fire the hut, was shot and seriously wounded by the settler. The
Iuclian were much excited by the occurrence, and for a while it was feared t,hat some
fnrth r trouble would cnsne, bnt they have since assured me that no retaliation
would be attempted. The hut had not been used by the Indians for some time previous to the affair, and I understand that the settler in question claims to have
bon~ht it, and was using it as a store-room for graiu. The Indians say there was nothincr 10 it at the time they wanted to burn it.
1.'he above occurrences are as yet almost exceptional cases, but the time is not far
clL tant when nch things will become more com won. The Indians are "by no means
blam le for the state of feeling between themselves and the settlers. There are some
of them, principally the young men, who, having nothing to occupy their time on the
re rve, l ave it, and a part of these usually gather about the settlements, where they
earn their living by begging, pilfering, and sometimes by working when they can get
anytbi 11g to do. These are the men who bring reproach on the tribe, and by them the
whole tribe isjndged by many of the citizens of the Territory.
'l'he liquo1· traflic is still being c::irried on, and since my last report bas increased in
ad r e that will soon make intemperance a general evil among this people. It bad
l> ome so notorious that it attracted the attention of the United States grand jury some
month ioce, and an effort was roa<le to find out who were the parties engaged in selling
liquor to the Indians; and tbongh many witnes es were snmmoned before that body,
11 thing cl Jinite wa elicited to lead to the pro ecntion of a s ingle case.
A few years
ago to ·e a drunk n Indian about the re e1·ve wa an unheard-of thing; bnt now, not
to I) Oil or more in the vicinity of the ettlements near hero, would be equally strange.
If som thing i not oon clone to check the rapid growth of this evil, it will prove a
pow rfnl auxiliary to the min of the trib s. Our proximity to Mexico a,ffords tho e
who, r o dispo d ample opportnnity to engage in the liquor trade with the Indians,
a they can briner the liquor within a few mile of the reservation, dispose of it, and
r tnm within th Mexican lin s before m1y of the officers of tho law can be ma<le aware
or it.
J>r . titntion th companion of iutemp ranee, is al o doing its work among these
trih , and littl • an b don to prevent it, o long a the Iodiaus ar obliged to leave
their re. rv in or<l r to obtain a living, or so loug a tbe liquor traffic prevails. Only
:t £ w )' , r ag n ·h a thing was unknown among the e people, and to-day the monthly
r>port of the r . icl nt physician , bows more than tw nty cases on the sick-list as the
r · nl o~· this vii. Li~o int 'nip ranc , the only remedy lies jn the early exouu of
the. tn he. t Aome point b yon cl th r ach of such iniluenc .
' v ral . outing xp dit10n have been organized by these Indians again t the
pa lw. 1ncc my la. t r J)ort, but of lat they have not be n very sncces fnl, and freq n ntly rPport no Apa ·h , to bes n. This j accounted for from tho fact that G n·ral 'r ok, h.}~ a
ries of vigorons campaigns during the ]ast year, has corupellecl
many. f th h1th rto r ving hands of tho, e Indians to remain on their reservation .
. ·ca. 101rn)lY, how VC'r a f•~v of tb m vi ·it the vicinity of this reserY , and u ually
1gnal thl'll' pr · n by takin~ from it a hor e or two.
'fh <11w tion f illi ·i trading i 11 t yet ttl cl, tboncrh I under tan<l the ca e ha
b n 1wncling h •for th l'nitc<l tat •11 'npreme Conrt for more than a vear.
Ah ut th tim of ompl •ting my la. t r port, Ir ceiv <l from Dr. II. B nd 11, the
th n ·npr.rint nd nt of Inclian affair for Arizona, and who wa on a vi it at Wa hingt n a th tim , a 1 tt ~r advi. ing m that J1e hacl ucc cled in securincr from your Departnwn • n a ppr pri, tion of , ·5 0 for clncational pnrpo s among the e Indian ,
nm woulcl imm •djat ly b plac cl at my di po al for tl:ie n e
aucl tating th:• th.
mentionc·cl.
n hi r tnrn to PrP, cott ·w w rev ry much snrpri cl and cli appoint d.
h • n rommnni ·a.tion from him inf rming me that th appr pri. tion wa made partly
for th Jll)rpo.
f huilcliu~ a ·c-11001-hon. o and partly for paying for th er ctio~ f
omc a1l1l1t1onal r m at tb1.· arrency, whi ·h w r ne cl d, and which h had antltoriz <l
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me to build. The payment for the rooms left me but little over hal_f the original a_ppropriation to devote to educational purposes, but with that · re°:1amd~r I have built
two comfortable and convenient school-houses, one at San-tan, a Puna village, two and
a half miles from the agency, and the other a,t Hol-che-dum, a Maricopa villa~e, some
four and a half miles distant. These houses are not large, but they will meet
the wants of the two villages for the present. Should these trp.>es not ~e removed to
the Indian Territory, there should be a school-house erected m each village on the
reserve, and all of them supplied with teachers as early as practicable. If, as is generally conceded, "the hope of the Indians lies in the children," every facility should
be afforded them for obtaining an education and otherwise fitting them for the future,
which, from their present general ignorant condition, seems each year more and more
uncertain. Having two school-houses, we shall need two more teachers when school
re-opens, which will be about the middle of next month, and it is to be hoped that the
Department will immediately authorize their engagement at a salary allowed the male
teachers now here. In our schools we have the only means of improving the condition of the Indians, and while we may be and are accomplishing some good among the
few children that our facilities enable us to reach, the remainder are growing up in
.jgnorance. There are nearly sixteen hundred children of the right age to attend
school living on this reserve, and at the utmost, with our present means, we can only
reach about one hundred and twenty-five.
Much interest has been shown by the Indians in the question of their removal to the
Indian Territory, and it is with pleasure that I acknowledge the receipt from your
office of a communication authorizing me to prospect that country 'with a delegation
of these tribes, with a view to their removal should they be satisfied with the appearance of the territory and the terms of removal. The Indians cannot remain here much
longer and continue self-sustaining. Should they remain, it will be but a few years until
they will become so reduced that in order to live they will have to be fed, or they will '
steal. If they are fed, it will cost the Government immense sums of money annually,
while the Indians, who have always been self-supporting heretofore, will degenerate
into a lazy, shiftless people, aud a life of utter worthlessness, from which it will be
almost impossible ever to reclaim them. If,•on ·the other hand, they steal, it will -involve them in a war with the Government, which, while it will cost still more than to
feed them, will _prove more disastrous to them in other respects. It is the desire of
the Government that all h er Indians should support themselves, and it is far better
that these tribes be removed to some locality where they can continue self-supporting
than for them to remain here, where, in a few years, t,hey must become dependent .
'fhe Indian Territory offers the best inducements for them, and I recommend their
removal there as their only salvation.
_
The Reformed Church, which your agent represents, manifests a deep intarest in these
Indians, and is fully alive to the necessity of early edueation and christianization.
For the past two years since this reservation was assigned to that body, it has kept a
lady-teacher here, and has r endered us valuable assistance in various other ways .
. We also feel indebted to the Ladies' Union Missionary Association, of New York, for
its kindly assistance in supplying us with many articles useful for school purposes.
I enclose herewith statistics of education and farming, mmked respectively A and
B, which are based on the best information at my command.
Hoping I may be able to make my next annual report of these Indians to you from
the Indian Territory,
I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. STOUT,
Dnited States Indictn Agent.
Hon. E. P. SMITH,
Commissioner of Inclian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

55.
AGRN'CY PAPAGO INDIANS,

Tucson, Ariz. Ter., September 1, 1873.
third annual report showing the condition

Sm : I have th e honor to submit this my
of the agency under my charge.
Th~ peace made during the past year between the Papao-os and the Aribaipa and
the Pmal Apaches, has been k ept to the satisfaction of all c~ncerned and has been the
means of doing much good.
'
_It is th e :firs~ time in the recollection of the Papagos that they have been at peace
w ith t h ese ~nd1ans, and the fact that they are not only safe in person but can now
keep and !a1se stock in security, is a consolation and advantage that they seem fully
t o appreciate, a1;1d, sh~uld this conditfon of affairs continue, it will be but a few years
before t,b ese Indians will possess considerable wealth, and be self-snstaininoand inde0
pendent.
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Indi:m have always been celebrated for virtue, industry, and integrity, and
no doubt th ir good conduct is, to a great extent, due to the labors of the Catholic
father who built a mission for their instruction at San Xavier del Bae, over a century
ago. Through the hostility of other Indians. and internal strifes among the people of
1 xic , the mi sion has for many years been going to decay; but the Papagos still
linger around it, fondly cherishing the memory of the past, and adhering to a great
extent to th precepts that were taught them.
I have received $2,500 to be devoted to educational purposes, and with this sum I have
erect d a chool-honse. The building is over one hunured feet long, surrounded by a
good wall, and is conveniently divided into rooms for the accommodation of classes and
teacher , and i in every way admirably arranged for Lhe comfort and convenience of
bo h pupils and teachers.
I l1ave engaged two Sisters from Saint Joseph's Academy to teach the scheol. This
lection gives great satisfaction to the Indians, and it being with the sisters a labor
of love, I have great hopes t,hat the school will be the means of promoting much good.
I believe it to be highly necessary to teach some of the boys mechanical trades, and
a number have expressed a strong desire to have their boys so instructed. I have
noticed that many display considerable ingenuity in the use of tools. It is necessary for them to have a considerable amount of mechanical work done, such as making
and repairing plows, carts, &c., and as they progress their necessity will increase. I
would, therefore, recommend the building of a blacksmith and wagon shop, and the
employmem of two good mechanics to perform the work for the agency, and to teach
such of the boys trades as desire to learn and show a faculty for it; by this means in
two or three years they could do their own mecbanicallabor; besides, it would serve to
stimulate them to a higher order of civilization.
Their agricnltural pursuits have been fairly rewarded this year; the yield has been
very satisfactory, and they have cultivated, in addition to the old lands that they have
so long used, a considerable portion of new land. This, in connection with many
natural products they gather, and the proceeds of labor they perform for others, will
l>e sufficient for all their wantA and afford them the means of living more comfortably
than at any period for years before.
In accordance with instructions from the Department, I have ordered a map made,
which will soon be completed, of that portion of country which they desire set apart
i r a re 6rvation, and I woull most earnestly recommend that either this or some other
locality suitable to their wants l>e set apart for them, so that they may, without
mol tation, enjoy and have security in their homes.
The health of the Indians during the past year has been good, and at no period since
tll acqni ition of the Territory by the United States have they appeared so conteuted
and happy.
ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. A. WILBUR,
Unitecl Stcites I nclian Agent.
Hon.
:\UH , IONirn 01" lNDL\.N AFFAIR .

5fi.
COLORADO RIVF.R RE 1mvATION,

Parker, Ariz. T er., August 30, 1 73.
honor to submit the following as my annual report for the year end-
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The Chimehuevis and Yumas have not been regu:Iarly feel, as I consider it impolitic
to give anything to Indians who are not on Teserv~tions, except to prevent absolute
suffering. They have been accustomed to raise thell' own crops_; and, as so.on as the
irrigating canal is finished, I shall remove them to the reservat10n, and ass1gn them
sufficient ground for their support.
.
The canal by which it is intended to irrigate this reservat10n has been pu~hed forward since my last report. A tunnel has been cut for 430 feet through the solid r~ck ;
another tunnel, of 320 ·feet, has been got under wa.y, ~nt_no wor~c has been done sn~ce
the commencement of the summer, on account of the nse m the nYer. The water will,
however, shortly fall, and work will be resumed, with a prospect of b eing finished this
winter,
The Indians object to labor, except for money. They should 1:ot, . I think, be indulged in their idle habits, and I desire to have a sufficient force stat10ned on the reserve to compel them to work for their own benefit without compensation, save rations. My opinion is that the Indian must be made self-sustaining before he becomes
susceptible to the influences of missionaries or teachers.
The crops of all the river Indians will be much smaller than usual this year, owing
to the lateness of the river in rising, and the small overflow.
The Hualpai Indians, at Camp Beales Springs, object to coming upon this reservation;
but they are now settled direct.ly upon oue of the principal lineR of travel; settlements
and mining-camps are springing up all around them, and I agree with the Department
commander (General Crook) that the only way to avoid serious complications with
this tribe will be to remove them to this place, or to the .Hio Verde reservation; and of
the two places I consider this one preferable, for the reason that with the Mojaves the
Hualpais have always had kindred ties ·and intercourse, while with the Indians on the
Rio Verde reservation, Apache-Mojaves and Apaches, they have been more or less hqstile, and have lately fought against them as soldiers under General Crook. I have requested the Department commander to furnish a sufficient force to eoerce them to
move, and to remain with them for a time until they become thoroughly submissive.
I would desire to call the attention of the Commissioner to the necessity of increasing the salaries allowed employes ; the compensation offered by the Department is
usually so much lower than that given by the other bureaus of t,he Government in
Arizona that it is very difficult to secure good employes.
Good, reliable interpreters are also difficnlt to obtain, and I would suggest the sending of one or two boys from each tribe to the Howard University, to be fitted for positions as interpreters and school-teachers; absolute separation from their parents and
people is necessary to education and elevation.
We had a school in operation for six months, but had to close it in April last, on account of the inadequate salary allowed the teacher. While it continued, such children as attended made very good progress ; but they were not many, as the parents
are prejudiced against learning, and, besides, exercise no control over their children.
Lately, when acting as superintendent of Indian affairs, I discontinued feeding the
Mojaves who live about Camp Mojave. This section of the tribe have never come
upon the reservation. They number about 800, and I expect them during the coming
winter, as I hear their crops have failed.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J, A. TORMER,
Unitecl States Indian Agent.
The CO;\Il\HSSIONim OF I NDIAN AFFAIRS, Washington, D. C.

57.
MOQUI PUEBLO INDIAN AGENCY, Amz. TER,,

•
December 301 1873.
Sm: I have th e honor herewith to submit my first annual report in compliance with
copy of circular of June :~0, 1873.
'
W. p, ~rothers, my pr_edecessor, ~nd myself exchanged papers on the 9th of July,
be rel!ev mg me at. the S1err~ Ama~·1lla_agency, New Mexico, and I taking charge of the
Moqm ~u eblo Ind1ans of Arizona rerr~tory. As soon thereafter as 'Possible I visited
t he India"!ls under m;v care, and me_t with mor~ than an ordinary cordial reception from
t~em, owrng; to the fact th~t the mght precedmg the morning of my arrival, and the
m ght fo~lowmg, we had qmte a g:o?d deal of rain, ~uch ~eeded by their growing crops.
;r'he;v b erng an extrem ely snperst1~10us l?eople rece1ved 1t as a very propitious omen.
Their n ew T at a agent ancl the ram commg together th ey expressed it as evidence of
t h e Grea~ FatheiJs pleasure; ~bat He had been angry with them for some time, but
now a brighter ?UY was dawmng for them. I found them very superstitious. I have
end eavored to disabuse them of their superstition, but find it is a part of their existence;
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that it will take time, a, civilizing and Christianizing influence thrown around them to
fr th m from it.
From reports I bad concerning their houses I was prepared to see desolation and barrenne but I am free to acknowledge I bad not, in the worst pictures I had formed,
imagin d anything nearly s_o desolate as it a:i;>peared when there, an~l as it ~as in ~act.
Their condition a to locality and surroundrngs you are fully advised of m prev10us
rep:>rt .
.
I am pleased to advise the Department that there is, on the part of the Indians of
the different villages, a growing disposition to harmonize one with the other. There
i at present a better feeling existing than for some years back. .A.s I advised
you in my former rP.ports, the Orey bes, those Indians _affe~ted with a bl:1d feeling toward
the other villages, and toward the agent, are now mclmecl to be friendly, and seem
very anxious that I should go among them to live.
In previous reports I strongly recommended the removal of the Moquis to a more
suitabl place for farming and grazing. I also sent in an estimate for fonds to build
arr ncy-hon o, school-house, mill, to open asequias, &c. I have received $1,500 for the
p~rpo o of erecting agency building and one school-house; I have also received permi . ion from the honorable Commissioner to build at the place to which I will remove
the foqui ; I have already commenced operations preparatory to building.
I would earnestly recommend that the Department aid these Indians to the extent
of my estimate in opening up this place and in building a mill, &c. I believe that if
the Government would assist them in establishing themselves in this new place that it
will prove the most economical plan; for by helping them now, in this way, you will
enable them to help themselves, and can sooner withdraw the aid the Department so
kindly furnishes them now. .A.t the expiration of from three to :five years, at the
furthest, they would not require help from the Government, and be in a better condition than they are at present with assistance. I base my belief upon the fact that
th y are an industrious people, and if they are assisted with a start in a good place,
where their labor will be rewarded by good crops, they would have abundance for home
con umption and plenty to dispose of; while the little assistance rendered them by
th
overnment, although thankfully received by them, does not in reality do them
much gootl.
Their crop, promi ing so fair in the early part of the season resultecl in little better
tban a failure. If ar there will be some suffering among them this winter and spring.
I ball employ the Moquis in the erection of buildings, which will greatly relieve their
uffi ring.
Tb y are much pleased Lhat they are to receive sheep this year. I would heartily
r comm nd that as long as it is the pleasure of the Department to aid these people
tbat it be in this way. A ide from a little brown muslin, let them have stock, as it
tend to a ruore substantial good than anything else.
Th e Indians should have more schools. There is one in operation with a good average attendance. The children have made excellent progress in thefr studie . I have
jn t purcha ed a blackboard for use in the school, an article long needed. I hope in a
bort time to report more favorable on my school as soon as we get into our new schoolhou c. Three other schools could be started, with a good attendance, one at each of
th other pueblo .
Tli h nl~h of the I_oquis is ~ood. They live_liv~s of virtue; consequently they are
fr from d1 ase. It 1s 1mposs1ble for me at this time to estimate the amount of land
farm d by th foqni , ~sit is in patches and scattered over a great deal of territory.
I hope
n to m:1-ke l:1n miprov ment, as soon as I can get them to move to their new
pla , ,vh r I w_1ll g1v to each family a li~tle farm, adjoining one another; have all
th Janel f_ rmecl ma body, owe can know Just what th y are doinrr.
Cf{r ttmg my r port ha b en so long delayed, I am, sir, very respectfully, your
ob 11 •nt rvant
W. S. DEFREE..,,
Unitecl States Indian .dgent for Moqni Pueblo Indians.

II n. E. P. :1rrrn,

C:ommissione,· of Inrlian Affairs, Washington, D. C.
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arrest some Indians at Date Creek who were supposed. to have been concerned in ~he
Loring staae massacre there was a creneral stampede of tbe Indians to the mountams,
where the; remained' for several ;eeks. Ultimately, after sending out runners to
them with' friendly assurances, the greater portion of them r~turned to th~· a~ency.
Nothing of unusual importance occurred after their ret1~rn until they were mform~d
in April that it had been decided to remove them t~ the'.r per~anent home at. the R10
Verde. At this many of them expressed great d1ssat1sfact10n, '.'l'nd Jemaspie, hea.dchief of the Apache Yumas, positively' refused to go there, statmg that he was at
present living in his own country, and contented to remain where he was. A_ few c~ays
before the time for their removal to the Verde, Jemaspie and a number of his IJ?-dians
left during the night, making their way to the Colorado River, and afterward gorng on
to the Indian reservation there. This band were soon afterward brought over to the
Verde by the military. The remainder of the Indians, numbering about 360, under
charge of Lieutenant Schuyler, United States Army, started on Tbu_rsda.y, Ma,y 1, for
the Rio Verde reservation, where they arrived on May 12. Meanwl11le, Ge~eral_Cook
having declared peace with the Indians, the Apache and Apach Mohave Ind1_ans m the
vicinit,y of the Rio Verde came into Camp Verde in large numbers, and 1t became
necessary for me to leave Date Creek for that place, in order to assume charge of them
and to remove them to this reservation. This, in compliance with instructions from
the superintendent, I did, arriving at Camp Verde on April 27.
As soon as I could procure the necessary transportation for supplies, ~ay 8, I removed the Indians, numbering 1,120, from the milit~,ry reserv~tion to this re_s~rve.
The agency-camp I located in a suitable place about eighteen nnles from the m1ht3:ry
post. The Indians I camped at points within five miles of the agency. 'fbe snpermtendent failing to supply implements, tools, &c., for which I had made requisition, aud
which were much needed at this time, the formation of the camp, building corral, &c.,
was necessarily very up-hill work. 'fhe military loaned me a few axes, pic~s, and
spades, and these, with a small supply afterward purchased, composed the mam part
of the tools with which to employ t,he Indians, and do the needed work at the ageucy.
Owing to the small supply of implements and the lack of an irrigating-canal to supply the needed moisture, together with the lateness of the season, only a few small
patches of land have been brought under cultivation hy the Indians. Many of them
appeared willing to work, and, under more favorable circumstances, will no doubt
raise considerable crops.
•·
The .Apache Indiaus, numbering about 900, left the reserve for the mountains
on the 12th of August. This movement was induced by a renegade Apache, named
Chapo, from Camp Apache, who reported to them that a number of soldiers and
Indian -scouts were coming from the lower country to massacre them. A runner was
sent out from Camp Verde to bring in Eschetleepan, their head chief, and, after his
arrival, in a conference with General Crook, having been convinced of the falsehood
of the report, and of the good intention of thew bites toward them, be expressed
himself ashamed and sorry that he bad left the reserve, and promised to return to the
reserve, and to endeavor to iudnce the others to do so, too. Up to this date n.bont 586
have_retnrned. On the 4th of August Delche arrived at this agency wit.ha few of his
warnors. This Indian bas the reputation of being one of the warst and most inveterate enemies of the whites in the Territory. He had gone on to the Camp Apache reservation after the proclamation of peace by General Crook in the spring, ha Ying been
severely handled during the w inter campaign. It was reportecl that bis life had been
tllreatened by Indians at Camp Apache, and that consequently he had left that agency.
General Crook, believing the report to be true, requested me to receive him on to this
re~erve, i!)- case he came here. In accordance with this reqtrnst I told Delcbc that be
migb~ brmg his people on to the reserve, providing he would behave himself, which he
P:Om1se~ to do. I also told him that this was the last opportunity that would be given
him to live on a r eservation.
The Apache Yumas and .Apache Mohaves from Date Creek have, since their arrival
here, ~ehaved well, ancl seem desirous of remaining upon good terms with the agent
and \Y1th the white population generally. They are a lso more ready to learn and to
adopt the customs of civilization thau the others, many of them wearing ordinary
clothing, u sing improved cooking-utensils, building superior cabins, keeping their
camps or villages policed, &c.
The Apaches are in a more uutamed state, and it is likely tba.t there will be considerable trouble in reducing them to snch a contented state of miud as will be favorallle
to their rapid advancement in civilization.
The aggregated number of the Indians on this reserve increased at one t ime to over
2,000. About 40 Indians belonging to the various tribes here are enlisted in the United
tates service as scouts, ancl they have proved very efficient in the discharge of their
du tie . There iti a detachment of 15 United States soldiers, under charge of Lieutenant Schuyler, stationed near the agency. A few arrests of Indians have been made for
ab, ence from the reserve without pass, for stealing, misinterpreting, and attempting to
kill a squaw. This latter case was a result of a system which the Indians follow of
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killing worn n of their tribes whom they believe to be witches. There bas been a very
large amount of ickne s, principally intermittent fever, whooping-cough and ophthalmia amouo- tbe Indians. There has been quite a number of deaths from these causes.
The Indian snper titiously lay the blame upon a number of the women; believing
th m to b witche , and believing that by killing them they will be rid of the disca e th y have been accustomed to do so. Thi::i being the case, I found it necessary to
take prompt measures [or ~he suppres8ion of this evil; but I expect to. be able_ ~nly
partially to do away with 1t, while the older men of the present generation are hvrng.
Owing to the ickness there have been a number of desertions from the reserve; small
band of Indians have gone into the mountains, where it is healthier. I do not think
that those who have goue in this way intend to commit depredations.
For a time it will be necessary to have the co-operation of the military in keeping
the Indians on their reserves. They are yet, to a large extent, wild and untamed, and
there will be parties who will go off from time to time, and the aid of the military is
neces ary to insure their return. A small military force is also required to keep in
awe and insure the good behavior of those who are on the reserves. This aid bas been,
as far a. this agency is concerned, prompt1y rendered, and I have found General Crook
to be ready at all times to co-operate with me in the management of the Indians, and
in seeking to make the present Indian policy of the Government a success. I am much
iudebted to him for said co-operation, and for his valuable counsels.
This reserve is comprised .o f that section of country for 10 miles on each side of the
Rio Verde, commencing at the northwest boundary of the millitary reservation of
Camp Verde, and extending to where the old wagon-road to New Mexico crosses the
river at a point supposed to be about 45 miles up the river. In order to cultivate the
oil with a reasonable prospect of snccess, it is very necessary that au irrigating canal
be made to supply moisture during the period of drought in the spring and early summer. There is a considerable quantity of land that can be cultivated if irrigated. A
ditch abont 10 miles in length would irrigate from 1,500 to 2,000 acres of fine tillable
soil. I would strongly recommend that an appropriation of $25,000, the amount estimat d a requisite for this purpose, be maue, so that work may be commenced at an
arly dat . bould this quantity of land be insufficient, there are other tracts that
can be irrigated in like manner and cultivated to great advantage. The expense of
f: din,. the large number of Indians here is, of course, very great, and if they are to be
r nd r d elf- upporting, I deem the construction of the irrigating canal to be of the
r at t importance, and almost absolutely necessary to this end.
It i al o important that the Indians be employed at an early date, as while lying
it11 th r i greater likelihood of their becoming discontented and leaving tbe rerv.
A Y ry large portion of the reserve is particularly suitable for grazing purposes, and
r:w uhl r commend that a small number of sheep and cattle be purchased for each
hand, tbat tb y may be enabled to commence stock-raising. I deem it very advisable
to nc nrage a11d to aid them to possess stock, as such ownership would be great indnc m nt for th m to remain upon the reserve, and would probably in time aid material! in r nd rinrr them self- upporting.
The agen y gard n of about two acres, watered by a small mountain spring, is in
good rd rand yielding its acc~ptable fruits for the use of the ao-ent and etnploy~s.
Tb mall patche cult,i vat d by the Indians, although comparatively useless as a means
of ub i t nee, b::iv given 80me employment and apparent pleasure to the owners.
o P rman nt buildings have yet been erected, no funds for that purpose having
h n appr priat rl. The ao-ent and employes are living in tents loaned by the military.
Tb t mp rary , tructnr in pre nt use as a storehouse is made mainly of rnw-hide
an l paulm. furn_i ~1 cl by the military. The site of the present camp bas proved very
unb altb ·. It 1. mt 0 11 d to locate the permanent buildings about two miles from
h r on < m . a abov tbi. lev 1 and near to the spring of water nsed for irrigating the
ag n _Y g, nl n. It i b lievecl that the location i · very healthful. For the purpose of
r . ting th n
·ar bnilding , agency, store-house, quarters for employcs, black1111 th and. a~p nt r'. hops, chool-hou e, stables, anu corral, I respectfully ask that
an a.ppr pn, t1on of, •fi OOO_b . cured, this sum being the estimated cost of the same,
a. 1ml . • th p rman nt hu1l<11ng are commenced at an early d3te it will be neces ary
t pn np m _t mporary bnildiug . I would urge the advisability of action in tbi
m, t er a on: Ill ~rl rt make tb exp nse to the Government as little as possible.
l ef: r c-1 •.nrr h1 r p rt Ir pectfnlly make the following statement with regard
t . or fnrlll b cl tb d partrn nt at Date Creek:
m, nth . nppli for tb, t ~ •di~1g-statio~ were purchased by the uperint~ndent
1~ • an 1• r_an ·1.·
l._
fall, an l mvo1c cl by him to me. A portion of the supphe ar1w l lun_ng_ ~ wrn r.. Tb quality of ome of the articles wa fair, bnt the ngar
f • lllf r1 r a qual1t tba I c1 Jin d to receive it, and informed the superintend•n. f }1 fa t. . b
ffi wa al o ?f an inferior quality, but not having been npplu.11 1th data._m r g~rcl t th qnality purcba eel, l r c iptcd for it.
t P n mn ri n I find tbat th Indian D partment have been paying a very much

. ,'! ·
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higher price for supplies than the military pay. 'l'his I believe to be owing t? _the fact
that they were purchased in Sau Francisco without the advantage of co~pet1~10n. _Iu
future I respectfully suO'o-est
that all stores required and that are produced rn this section
0
of the' country, such as b~ef, flour, corn, beans, &c., be pµrchased here,. ~nd that _a fair
competition for the contracts be allowed to all responsib~e merc~a~t~. This I am satis~ed,
from certain data in my possession, would very materially d1m1msh the cos~ of feedrng
the tribes on the different reservations. Here I would suggest that such articles as are
not produced here, and that may be purchased b~ the commissioner in San Fran_cisco
or the Eastern States, be inspected before their shipment, or that samples be furmshed
me, so that the faithful fillin~ of the contract may be insured.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. WILLIAMS,
Unitecl States Special Indian Agent.
Hou. E. P. S.M:rru,
Conmiissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

59.
SAN CARLOS DIVISION 'WHITE MOUNTAIN RESERVATION, ARIZ.,

A ·ugust 31, 1873.
Sm: I have the honor to report that during the past year the Indians upon this reservation, composed .of Pinal and Aravaipa Apaches and Tontos, have been removed
from the old Camp Grant reservation, upon the San Pedro River, t.o their present location, at the junction of the San Carlos and Gila Rivers, which removal was delayed by
the freqnent change of agents.
Upon September 1:3, lt372, Mr. George H. Stevens relieved Mr. Jacobs, and took
charge at the Camp Grant agency. During his administrntjon the Iudians behaved
extremely well, the only outbreak being the murder of a Mexican boy !Jy an. outlawed
Indian named Charley.
In December, 1872, the Indians were connted daily, by order of the department commander, and, after thoroughly understanding what was required of them, were very
seldom absent from the muster.
Upon February~, 1873, Dr H. R. 'Wilbur relieved Mr. Stevens, and immediately proceeded to remove the Indians to the present agency, arriving here in the lat,ter part o.f
1<.,ebruary, everything being in a very unsettled state and the supplies of rations inadequate to the demand.
;
Mr. C. F. Larrabee relieved Dr. H. R. Wilbur, March 4, 1873, as special agent. Full
supplies were still very difficult to obt,a,in, and a great deal of jealousy existed between
the rival chiefs, two outlaw chiefs, Charley and Co-chi-nay, having returned to the
reservation. In April one of the most troublesome chiefs, Skin-as-kism, and another
Indian were killed in a quarrel.
On May 27, Lieut. Jacob Almy,;Fiftb Cavalr)~, was killed by an Indian named Des-oh,
when the bands of Co-chi-nay and Clumly, to whom the murderer belonged, immediately left the reservation and fled to the mountains, the Indian Des-oh having, previous to the shooting, tried to spear Agent Larrabee, but was prevented by an I1idian
called Yomas. After this murder Agent Larrabee turned over to me, as representative
of General Crook, all property belonging to the Indian Department, for which he was
responsible, giving as his reason for leaving the agency that the Indians could only be
controlled by the military authorities.
I took charge of the agency upon the 1st June, ultimo, and since that time have
been gratified that the majority of the Indians are striving to obtain the confidence of
all connected with them, and have cheerfully obeyed instructions, planted considerable grain, and workecl in the fields, brought in all the hay and wood required by the
troops, and on the 8th of this month delivered up to justice an Indian implicated in
the murder of Lieutenant Almy.
A canal, for the pnrpose of irrigating the land, and to enable the Indians to cultivate
the valley of the Gila, was commenced in March, 1873. This canal was partially completed in June last, when a portion of land was plowed and allotted to the different
chiefs for their bands. Seeds and farming utensils were furnished them. and there is
now a thriving crop of corn and beans, the Indians taking great interest' and pride in
the growth of their respective lots.
In July a number of stock-cattle were given them, in fulfillment of a promise made
them by the special commission~r last year. Their cattle seem to be taken great care
of, a11d are in good condition.
There are no schools or missions upon this reservation. ;!.'be a<Yency was formerly
1~nder the control of t,be Dutch Reformed Chnrch, but no effort has been made to estabh b a school or mission. In my opinion the children could readily be tauo-ht as the~
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ar naturally bright and clever; but it is impracticable to establish any school unless
adequate funds are supplied, the Indians themselves being entirely destitute of any
prop rty, with the o;x.ception of the cattle given them, and a few horses owned by the
Apa b .
I am, sir, very i-espectfully, your obedient servant,
_
.W. H. BRO\v N,
Captain, Fifth United States Cavalry,
.dcting Agent for the Pinal and Araui-ipa Apaches and Tontos.
Hon. E. P. Si\HTU,
Commissioner of Indicm .Affairs, Washington, D. C.

60.
O .FFICE C.UIP APACIIE INDIAN AGENCY, CAMP APACHE, ARIZ.,

August 31, 1873.
m: In compliance with circular letter from the Hon. Commissioner of Indian

Affair relative to annual reports, I have the honor to submit this, my first annual
report.
In view of the very limited period which bas intervened since my arrival here,
and in consideration of the fact that this agency bas been only established about
one year, and up to the present date ha.s never been furnished with funds, books,
station ry, or agricultural implements, to carrj' on the business of the agency-under
the above circumstances it cannot be expected that I shall be enal.iled to go much into
the mmal details embraced in an an'n ual report.
·
There are on the reservation, accordiug to a census taken on the 10th day of last
June, 1,675 Indians, including mf'n, women, and children, which I think is correct.
The crop of corn, this year, has been a good one, and the Indians feel very much encouraged. They have planted 283 acres.
I was unable to open an agency farm on account of not having any teams to break
up the land, and there ·w ere no teams that could be hired for that purpose.
On my arrival here I found but one building belonging to the Indian Department,
and that was astore-honse. Tbruugb the kindness of Maj. G. M. Randall, Twenty-third
Infantry, I was allowed to occupy his quarters until such time as I could get authority
to build an agency building.
I made out an estimate for tlrn necessary buildings, teams, &c., to carry on the business of the agency, and forwarded it to Dr. H. Beudell, superintendent of Indian affaira
for .Arizona, who informed me that be bad no authority to contract fur putting up of
buildings at my a~ency, or to purcliase teams, and that, I would have to wait until
such time as t,he Department at \Vasbingtou ordered it done. After waiting some
three months I was obliged to go to work, and with tbe aid of my eroployes I erected
an agency building, one story high, 16X42 feet, which answers for a dwelling for the
agent and an office besides.
I wonlcl here recommend that the agent be authorized to purchase four (4) mules,
th_roo (3) yoke of oxen, two (2) wagoul:l, and all the uecessary agricultural implements,
with
ed , c., to op n an age1wy-farm, which is badly needed at this agency. I
hop b for winter et in t l.iat I will ue furnii;hed with all of the above articles.
I would al o recomm nd that a portable saw-mill, with a ~hingle-macbine attached,
be pur -~:ia · cl for tbi agency. There i an abundance of pine timber here, and, with a
g od m1_!1, I ould put up all the bnilclings that wonld be necessary for the employea
and Indian , and I am con.fid nt that in two (2) years the mill would pay for itself.
I would al.-o r comm nd that 500 hoes, 5 rlozen axes, and 1,200 blankets be purchased
£ r th. u. of tb ~n<lian of tlli agency. The amonnt of hoes furnished by the Departm nt 1u Jun l, t 1 n t uffici ut for tb'°' nnmher of Indians who are willing to plant.
Th blanket ught to b furni h d withont delay, as wiuter will soon be upon us, and
th Indian ofthi r
rv aren arlynak•d.
I am_T>l a cl t ! p rt a? improved condition of the tribes of thi agency, in_ their
m r folly acloptmg agr1 ·ulture a a 1111·a11s of ub istence. Their stock con 1 ts of
cattl and bor <' , wbi bar all in good co1ulit,ion.
ome of the band have taken good
am of th ·attl that
n. . 0. Howard ga.ve tllem la.l:lt season. They are anxi us
that I hon Id purcha
b <'I for th 111.
Th Indian ut~d r my ch_arg hav b n p ac fol ; no di turbanc have occurred,
, nd 110 ~1 pn,clahon ·omm1ttPd on tbt-1 ri 1-wrvation, that I am aware of. Tl1e h alth of
th In<lrnn ha b n ood · , till, I will ea.I'll tly n~qu•·st tba.t m c1ici11es be furoi h d
tbi agen ·y a. o n a po. ·ibl , a tltnt- an' 1100 lwre to be bad, and I have had t-0
<l p<>n I up n tb mil it ry form <lid11 • t~VPI'. ince I havo b n here.
Th r · lrn 1, • n n mi,, i~1rn11· nt.to t lti agency, a11d, up to th pr ent, no cbool
or ·h ol h ,. I., •eu . tal>h h · l. The fodiau are all auxious that a school l>e tab-
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lished this fall; but the way I am now situated, without teams to haul logs, I will have
to put it off until such time as I can get teams.
.
I think this is the best location for an Indian reservation I ever saw. We have
p1enty of timber, water, and good land, and it is located a war from white set~l_!:lments.
The winters are mild, aud the grass stays green nea~ly all wmter. I have visited the
planting-grounds 'of my Indians as often as I possibly C?~ld, and have always been
treated kindly by them. It is.the general remark by all c1t1zens who have had occasion to travel through this reservation that a remarkable change for the better has
come over the Indians of this reserve within the last eight months. The head-chief of
this reserve, Petone Segoski, has been of gre~t s~r:vice to me, and is learning to sp.ea_k
the English language very fast; he dresses m cmzens' clothes, as ~o nearly all of ~~s
band. The Indian soldiers, fort,y in number, have been of great assistance to the military in fighting the Tontos.
·
•
I inclose statistics of education and farming, marked repectively A and B .
. In my efforts to c:J,rry out the wishes of the Department among these Indians-, I beg
leave to acknc. w ledge the kind co-operation of MaJ. G. M. Randall, commanding officer
of this post, who is ever ready to assist by counsel or by force.
In conclusion, allow me to express the bope that, with liberal and necessary appropriations on the part of the Governrneut, I may, in another year, be able to make a
I)lUCh more :flattering -r eport of progress of this agency. I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. ROBERTS,
Unitecl States Indian Agent.
Hon. E. P. SMITH,
Commissione1' of Indian Ajfairs, Washington, D. C.

61.
CHIRICAHUA INDIAN AGENCY, SULPHUR SPRINGS, ARIZ.,

August :n, 1873.
Sm: In compliance with instructions from the Office of India.n Affairs, per circular
letter, dated June :-W, 1873, I have t.hP- honor to submit the following, my first annual
report of the condition of affairs within this agency.
On the 16th day of September last I was appointed by Gen. 0. O. Howard, then
special Indian commissioner, as a special agelilt to assist in making a peace with the
notorious Apache chief, Cochise, and of afterward gathering the nomadic tribes of
Apaches upon a reservation to be known as the Cochise or Chiricabua Indian reserve~
On the lf:lt day of October following, I succeede.d in bringing in C.ochise, with, about
three hundred of his people, to meet General Howard in the Dragoon Mountains, which
meeting resulted, on the 12t,h of the same month, in th.e conclusion of a. treaty of peace
with them. I then immediately set to work to gather in the different scattered trihes1
and on the 16th of the same mouth I issued rations to four hundred and fifty Indians.
Thls was my first-issue. Ou the 24th of the same month -lfound and b:i:ougbt in the
Stein's- Peak trjbe, numbering about one hundred and fifty souls. On the lst,day, of
November following I found the Southern Chiricahua tribe, numbering about f,our
hundred souls, under the Chief Naitiza, and on the 3d daf of the same. m,o nth, concluded a treaty with them anu brought them in. !learned from this last.iparty,that
there were no more Indians out in large parties.; they said there were still a fow, small
parties straggling through the mouutains, but that they wonld be b.roug:ht in ,as: fast
as they could be found. On the 4th day of November I issued , rat,ions to one thcm:sand Indians. From that time to the present date, the number of Indians, drawing
ratio.DB from this agency has varied from about one thousand to eleven. hundred , and
~fty, the latter being the highest nuwber that has been upo.n the reserve at. any one
time.
The result of the treaty with these lndianR has been more satisfactory than the most
sa~guine friend of the present policy toward our Indians could have anticipated; ]?or
thuteen years prior to this treaty with General Howard, Cochise aud his a!Ues, the
Southern Chiricahua Apaches, had waged such a bitter and uurelenting warfare against
the people of these froutier,1 that his uame had become not only a terror to the. wayfarer and at the _camp-fire, but to every household. It hais been f:laid, and n0t with1auy
great exaggeration, that the southt-rn overland road from the Rio Mim bres, to Tucs:on.
was a grave-yard for Cochise's victims. Higb ways could only be traveled in safety by
l~rge and well-armed parties. Miners would leave their homes to prospect in the n.10unt~
~ms, to b~ heard from no more. Farmers would be killed at the plow-handle while t~lVrng the soil. St:arcely a faU1ily li viul{ within stl'ik.iuO' di$tauce of his mountaiin fastnet!S but mourns the loss of some of its members that have llltlt their deaths at the
hands of some of his 1Jraves. Tile military, although they bad carried on a constant
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warfar arrain t these Iudiaus, were unable to stop their ravages. A former commisioner ba.ll be n ent out by Government to treat with these Indians, but not wishing

to vi it them in their homes, nnless accompanied by a large military escort, was u?able to procure an interview with them, t~ey declining. to go near the troops, fearu~g
treachery. Thi was the exact stat~ of affairs as they ex1sted v.:hen Gener3:l ~oward v_1sit cl tbi Territory a year ago. Pnor to Gene!al Howard ~omrng, I had visited qochise
in hi mountain home, and had learned from h11n that he wished to make peace w1th our
GoYerom nt, but I also became satisfied that he could not be Lrought where there were
troops to f!lake ~~ treat,1, I t~~refore, whe? S?ught by Ge~f3~al How:1-~d t? assist in p_rocurinrr an rnternew with Cocmse, asked him 1f he were w1llmg to v1S1t him alone with
me, a;cl withonttroops. I received his frank reply in the affirmative, and I then became
ati fied in my own mintl, and circumstances have since proven that I was correct, that
the war with Cochise and the Chiricahua Apaches was at an end. I snppose General
Howard has furnished the Department with a report of his visit to and treaty with
the e Indians. I shall, therefore, not treat upon it here more than to state that the
Departlllent was particularly fortunate in the selection of this officer for the mission
intru tecl. to bis care. I donbt if there is any other person that could have been sent
here that could h.:1.rn performed the mission as well; certainly none could have performed it 'better.
Although it is not a year since the aforementioned sad state of affairs existed, I anr
l1appy to be able to inform the Department that at present everything is exactly
the r vcr e. Wa.yfarers can now be seen on our highways traveling alone and unarmed. Farmers aod miners are pursuing their labors with as much unconcern as to
afety a their brothers of the East, and conticlence in the good faith of these Indians
oo the part of the settlers appears to be nniversal.
Ou the 3d clay of last June I received a communication from the Office of Indian
Affairs, dated the 9llh of May previous, stating that Governor J. Pesqueria, of the Mexican tate of onora, had complained to that office that Cochise's Indians bad been engaged in raiding, robbing, and murdering in Sonora since the month of October previou , implying, I suppose, since they made peace with our Government. I anwer-cl this communication at length the next day. (See communication from this
office dated June 4, 1873.) Since that time I have given this matter my careful conid ration. I find there is a great antipathy existing against the Sonoranians in all
the Apache tribes throughout the country. The Indians give as a reason for this that
a few y •ars ttrro they were at peace in Sonora, and the people there used to encourage
th m to come up here to steal, telling them they would pay big prices for the American ' hor , as they were all large and fine. When they used to go back there off
their rai<l the people would ply them with whisky, get them drunk, take their plunder away from them, ancl. murder them in their houses. There are quite a large number of young people on our reserves who have lost parents in just this way, and thes6
are the people that steal away whenever they can, organize smaJl parties, and go on
raids into Sonora. The e partie are generally composed of Indians from several different r erv:ttions combined, and this reservation, bordering as it does on the Sonora
lin , bas without doubt been made a kind of a resting-place for these parties. I have
b en u ing my best endeavors to st.op this raiding, and am happy to state that I have
m t with some little success, and hope soon to stop it entirely, Cochise and his captain bavinrr nlistecl to give me all the a sistance they possibly can . On the 5th of
.July I t ok a captive boy from ooe of the e parties that they had taken in tbe Mexican
'tate of Chihuabna. I have since r stored him to his parents. During this month I
have al o tak n five bor.
and a mule from two different parties, each composed of
Cozotnr and iimbr Apache . They had stopped here to rest prior to proceeding on
th ir way to th ir r erv' , ancl. I was informed of it by Cochise. These animals have
all h 1~ r • _t r cl to th~ir proper owners. I would here state that all the robbing and
murd rrn~ in • on ra 1s i1ot done by Apaches from this side the line tbourrh by any
rn •an . Tb r are large l>aod of Apaches living in Sonora who co:Umit th~ greater
por i n of tlt cl pr elations committed there.
In regard t th future pr~. p cts for farming operations by these Indians, I would
tat tlrn, I hav coov r, ed w1t_h _Cochise :1-ucl. _many ~f his head-men upon this snb,ject
r p at dl ' ancl I · m of tbe oprn10n that 1t will reqmre some little time to bring them
int_ th trac ancl mak them ubmit to this exaction, which must eventually be re<tlllr cl f thc•m. Th_ Y bav n verb en an agricultural people! and claim that they do
no know h w t farm. I tell them we will learn them how and furui b them with
t I· aucl eel to omm nc with. But I mu t admit that'thu far I bave not met
with mncb u
v. n in obtc iui~g pr mi e . However, time and p rseverance work
w~nd , and I h I? 1~ a b rt t•'?e ~o be able to report more favorably in regard to
tb1 . ma_ t. r. . ·b1 bun· lf 3:dont 1t woul~ be be t for bi peopl to farm, but ay
h 1 afraHl b1.· ol<l r prop! will not. Ue thrnks it would Le 1, •st to corumeuce with
hi ·oun, p pl , a111l lirin, th m up to farming and labor .
. I \'onlcl hc•r m . t n·. t)l<:tfully call your att ntion to tll ·ondition of these Indian
111 r ·gar<l to c-lothitw. .\ f ·w hlank t aud a littl manta aocl calico were furni ·Lt d by
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General Howard to tl1e first. parties that came iu to make peace? aud nothing has been
furnished since. Those tha,t I broughtin afterward, and pronnsed that they were to
have the same treatment as the first, I have not as yet been ~ble to g_ive anythin~, and
their condition is deplorable. Many of them may be seen with nothmg but a piece of
corn or flour sack tied around them to hide their persons. It is now nearly a ye~r
since I first brought in these people, and I think nothing will go further to show their
sincerity in their peace thau to know that they have waited _this long to have the promises of the Government fulfilled. I would urge that my estnnate for manta, blankets,
needles and thread, inclosed in communication to Superintendent Bendell, dated May
31, 1873, be furnished at as early a day as possible.
I am pleased to state that, on the 8th of this month, I received instructions f!om your
office, per communication dated July 8, 1873, to remove the headquarters of this a~ency
to the vicinity of the San Simone Ceniga, and erect agency buildings. Immediately
upon the receipt of the above instructions, I invited proposals from contractors for the
erection of the buildings. Fnding their demands so exorbitant, their proposals being
above the amount of my estimate, I have deemed it best to hire the labor and erect
the buildings myself, knowing that I can. erect them for a less cost than th_at of any of
the proposals I have received. I would therefore request that the sum of six th_o usand
seven hundred and fifty ($6,750) dollars be furnished me for that purpose, for laborers
in this Territory c'aunot be hired, unless they know they will receive their pay at designated times; also, as I stated in a former communication, laborers discharged from
this agency have beeu obliged to discount their vouchers 25 per cent. in order to
get them cashed, which, I can assure you, has not helped the reputation of the agency
in that respect.
The general health of these Indians has been excellent; only two deaths from natuml
causes have come to my knowledge since I have been here; several deaths have,
however, occurred from violence.
·
Drinking and. gambling is, apparently, a natural vice of the Indian, and these Indians are not an exception to the rule. As far as chastity is concerned, though, they are
far superior to any Indians I ever knew, any deviation from that course being punished
by cutting off the offender's nose.
Taking everything into consideration, I think there is every reason to feel encouraged at the future prospect of the Indians. By fair treatment I believe in a few years
they can be made to rank among the best-behaved and most industrious tribes upon
this frontier.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS T. JEFFORDS,
Ron. Eow.rno P.

United States Special Inclict-n Agent, Chil'icdhua Apache8.
Si.\nTrr,

Comrnissione1· of Indian Affairs, Wa.shington, D. C

62.
OFFICE OF THE SUPERIKTEKDJrnT 01!' INDIAN AFFAIRS,

•
Olyrnpia, Wash., Octobe,· 20, li73.
Sm : I hiLve the honor to submit the following as my second annual report.
A p~olonged _absenc~ of two months,. visiting Indian tribes east of the Cascades,~and
explorrng and rnspectmg the reservation set apart for the non-treaty Indians of that
region, which took a much longer time than anticipated, and from which I only returned
on the 25th ult., has cau6ed the delay in the preparation of this report.·
Since making my las~ annual report, I have made and forwarded to your office [as]
an a<lden<lum or appendix to my annual report, but not forwarded in time to be published
with it, ten special r_eports upon.the _histo~y, boun?-aries, area, and legal status of ten
of the fourteen Inchan reserv~t10ns m this superrntendency, and asking the proper
E~ecut1ve or . De~artment action, to correct the legal status of each in accordance
with law and Jnst1ce.
1f

)f

"

"

*

*

I have smce my last report, besides revisiting a portion of the twelve reservations
that _I bad then visited, visited and inspected the two remaininO' reservations of this
supen ntendency that I had not then visited, to wit, the Muckleihoot and the Colville
re ervation s. I visited and inspected the
l\IUCKLESH00T RESERVATION

on the 19th an<l 20th of Julr last, which, with further research into the histor; and
l~gal status of that reservation, developed facts in addition to those stated in my special repo1:t of the 20t~ of January last, which I desire to urge as additional reasons
for grantmg, at I ast 10 part, the rec1uest therdu made to enlarge said r~servation and
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mak it bouudarics to conform to Government surveys or the mcauderings of adjoinin~ riv r ·.

*

*

,.

*

•

There i not the slightest excuse or justification for the many turns, crooks, corners,
and angle in the boundary, and thA very ugly shape given to this reservation, as it is
ituated on a beautiful, slightly rolling prairie.

*

*

*

*

*

It will be seen that the fellow who established this boundary came near zigzagging
the western side across to the eastern side at one point, and thus dividing the reservation into two parts.
•
*
*
*
*
[and] cut [the Indians] off by about half a mile from access to White River on the southwe t, and by about two miles from access to Green River on the northeast, from which
rivers they have from time immemorial taken fish, their main reliance for food.
It will be seen by the inclosed map that the donation claims of Dominic Corcoran
and James Riley (the histories of which are given in my special report of the 20th of
January last) are mostly included within the lines of the reservation; one fragment of
the former and two fragments of the latter are left outside the lines of the reservation.
ince these two claims cover nearly the whole of the reservation, and must be paid
for by the Government, and contain within their lines about the same amount of land
as is contained within the lines of the reservation, the quer:,tion naturally arises, why
were not these two claims wholly taken and their lines made to constitute the boundaries of the reservation f
*
*
*
*
*
They (the Indians) have, since the Muckleshoot reservation was agreed upon at the
Fox Island conference, believed that its boundary, as established and published by
Agent immons and other officials, as mentioned in said special report, embraced all
the land in the forks of White and Greeu Rivers and west of the range-line between
ranges 5 and 6 east, as their reservat,ion; and this also was believed and respected by
the neighboring whites as the legal Indian reservation. And it was not till I bad received the telegram from your office of the 9th of May last, declining to ask an
Executive orcler legalizing the reservation, as set apart by Ageut Simmons, as requested
iu said pecial report, and made the fact known to the Indians, they knew their reser,atiou was so small and ugly in shape.
Many of the Indians bad houses and small farms outside of the legal resenration,
and a soon a it became known that the reservation, as defined by Agent Simmons,
wa not 1 gal, and that instead of the Indians having a legal right to about 5,000 acre
~hey had only a legal right to about 400 acres, the whites began to jump the Indian
1mprovomcnts. I got six of the In<lians who had valuable improvements on evennumber d ections, (the Northern Pacific Railroad grant covers the odd sections,) to
come up and take the ncces ary oaths and homestead their improvements. But the
ortberu Pacific Railroad takes many of t,hem situated on the odd-numbered sections.
The prairie on which the legal Mucklesboot reservation is situated, with the land
around it, is mo tly rich a~ricultnral land, and nearl? all of tho reservation, with some
land aroun<l it, is under cultivation by the Indians, a majority ofwbom, with their chief,
rel on, are au orderly, industrious people, and earnest and devoted Catholic , who
have bu_ilt a mall, comfortable church, where Nelson assembles his people by the
·~mod of a L 11, every morning and evening, for prayers; and tbns twice a day the
1mple, _arn t prayers of these poor ignorant Indians go up to tho Cbri tian's God
for~] mg on thrn1 clve and our great nation anrl its ruler , who, in justice an<l
qmty o far a. th ,c India,ns are concerned, have a doubtful title to the benefit of
the prav r ·.
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The country embraced in thi:s reservation was but little_known
.,.
*
*
*

~o on the 26t~ of July iast * I started for Fort Colville, about 600 miles distant, _vh1,·the
Colu~bia R.iverand Walla-Walla .. A.t'the latterpl3:ce1I ~earned ~h:1~ the Hon. J. ~- c.
Shanks was at Lewiston, in the edge of Idaho, 105 miles distant, visttmgth_e Lap~.a~_reaervation near that phce; so I took stage and went over. t~ere, _and go~ him -~o lrmdly
<ionaent to do the non-treaty Indiana of the Upper1Columb:i:~ ih t~ua snper_mtenaen~y_ and
myself the favor to go with me to Colville to meet these Indians m council. . We. arrived
there on the 7th of Au crust and havincr sent out runners to collect the Indians i°:·coun-0il on the 11th, we spe~t the three i~~rvening days in traveling over and see:i:ng as
much of the new reservation as possible.
,
.
We had a satisfactory council_with the Indians on the 11th and 12th of August, and
on the 13th General Shanks left on bis return to Idaho.
As will be seen by reference to these speeches, they insist with b?th logic and equity
that they and their ancestors from time immemorial owned all of the country before
the white man came. That the English and American gover_nments h3:d run an east
and west line through it, dividing it between themselves ._witho~1t askmg them anything about it. That when the white men came to settle m their coun~ry they were
glad to receive them and to divide their agricultural and pasture lands w1 th t?,em, and
to learn from them how to work and live like white men; but that ,the whites kept
coming and, without their consent, claiming their best agricultural lands, and crowding them back into the mountains. That the Government of the United States at·1?,rst
set off a reservation for them with which they were much pleased, but after'Yard, wi~hout consulting them, and without their consent or knowledge, had changed it all to the
west side of the Columbia, amonO' the mountains and rocks, where agricultural lands
were very scarce, and they could ~ot make a living if th~y moved over there. _. There-fore they would not move over on to that reservation unletiS forced to do so. That ~he
San Ports, Okanagons, and Lakes who resided on different parts of the reservat10n
claimed the whole of it, used most of its agricultural .lands, and would need the whole
of them, as game continued to grow scarce; therefore, they with their women · and
children would starve if forced over there. In view of these facts, they asked that the
Government would enlarge the reservation by extending it east of the Columbia River
to the Idaho line and to include all the country in Washington Territory north of the
Spokane River.
.
·
Besides the three days spent in looking at thereserva.tion with General Shanks before
mentioned, I spent from the 20th of August to the 11th of September on the reserva-_
tion, every day in the saddle except three in council with the Indians residing oh it.
The reservation is well watered, having on it two good-sized rivers, the Kettle ana. San
Port. One fork of the former heads in British Columbia, but the latter with its many
branches and two lakes all rise and end on the reservation, while there are twelve other
streams of considerable size that rise on the reservation and enter either the Columbia
on the east and south and the Okanagan on the west, and then there is rock enough on
the reservation to supply the world, much of it being fine marble. The timber, too,
though mostly scattering and inferior in size and limited in variety, is sufficient for all
necessary purposes.
,
,
. ~he largest amount of agricultural land in any one valley 011 the ·reservation
1s rn that of the Inespellum. Much of the land in this valley is thin, grayelly;
~nd poor, but about five hundred acres of good agricultural land could be had
Ill one body, whi?h b;1 irrigation could be made to produce wheat, oats, rye, barl~y, potatoes, turmps, and garden vegetables. Plenty of water can be bad for irrigation, a.nd the land is favorably situated for the construction of irrigating ditches.
Probab~y two b_nndred ?r t~ree hundred acres more of equally good agricultural lands
.susceptible of like cultivat10n conld be had in the va1ley in detached bodies.
The only water-pr!vilege for milling purposes near this agricultural land is on the
Inespellum, three !lnl.es below where the good land begins. Here the stream falls
about twenty feet m fifty yards. But good timber for sawincr
is scarce and would have
0
to be hauled from four to fl. ve miles.
'
Th~ summer grazin~ advantages in and around the _Inespellum Valley are excelle~t.
The r)ch bnnch-grass 1s everywhere abundant, but it is too short and scattering 'to be
c1'.t for. hay. Therefore, the question of feed for live-stock through the . sno'ws of
w~o~er 1s ~ ma~ter .of much ur~portance to those who would go into· the stock- ·
rais1~g busmess m this valley, orrndeed anywhere on the reservation, as long grass for
hay 1s ever.ywhere scarce, and only found in small patches along the streams, and
would furmsh at no place a sufficient quantity for the subsistence of a large herd
t hrough winter.
·
I was told that in that portion of the valley of the Okanagon arou11d the south end
of Lake Sooyo?ns, and for eight or ten miles south, and also in portions of the valley
of the_ Columbia around the south and east sides of the reservation, the chinook winds
prevail to such an extent through the winter as to prevent snows from interfering with
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the grazing of cattle and beep, and hence that they subsist and keep fat thr?ugh the
wint r without feed in these p laces. I know from undoubted authority that live-stock
ha been repeatedly so subsisted through winters at these points. But the grazing
area of the favored portions of valleys are too small to support large herds of cattle,
and it i po ible that the chinook winds may lull for a few weeks some winter at
th e points, and let the snow and cold so accumulate as to cause cattle and sheep to
peri1:1h from hunger and cold; so that if the non-treaty Indian tribes in this Territory
ea t of the Columbia and the reservation are forced on to it to remain, I cannot see how
they can obtain a subsistence with certainty, and the greater part of them would most
probably be soon starved to death. It would, therefore, be both unj ust and cruel to
restrict these tril,es to the reservation as now constituted, and I most certainly concur
with them in asking the addition mentioned.
This addition, leaving out what the Northern Pacific Railroad. will take from it,
'Would embrace about three thousand square miles, and, with the exception of the Colville Valley, is mostly a conglomeration of barren, rocky mountains. The Colville
Valley is about thirty miles long and from a half to two miles wide, and though it
contaim:1 much agricultural land, yet it is not all such, as much of it is too rocky,
gravelly, or sandy to be fit for agricultural purposes, and then the valley is so elevated
as to be liable to frosts every month in the year. But with all these disadvantages
tolerably good wheat, rye, barley, oats, and potato crops can be raised with tolerable
certainty, and the grazing is very good, so that with the agricultural lands of this valley, and those to be found on the Spokane and in patches along the Columl,ia, anu on a
few small streams on this addition, wit.h the advantages for grazing, the non-treaty
tribes of that region cannot only maintain themselves in comfort, but some 500 or 600
Cmur u'Alenes, over on the edge of Idaho, who had a talk with General Shanks about a
reservation over there on the lin1:J of the Northern Pacific Railroad, could be willingly
brought on to this reservation thus enlarged, and then maintain themselves. Also
some 300 or 400 Kooteneys and Pend d'Oreilles residing mostly in Idaho would consent to
come on to this enlarged re ervation anu maintain themselves. Thus some 800 or
1,000 more Indians besides those on this proposed addition could be brought on to it
and all be made to ubsi t themselves. It would be a material benefit and advantage
b0th to the whites and Indians to have the Cmur d'Alenes brought away from the
vicinity of the orthern Pacific Railrord, where they claim a large reservation.. All of
the Indian n this proposed addition, together with those proposed to be brought on
to it, with th exception of a portion of the Spoka,nes, belong to the Catholic Church,
and ar trongly und r the influence of the Catholic fathers; are more or less intermarri d, and would therefore readily coalesce and harmonize. All of the Lakes, the
larg r portion of the Okauagons, and a portion of the San Ports residing on the reservation are al o Catholics.
Tb r are fi ur white ettlers on the reservation who have made some improvements
on th ir claims that were taken before the reservation was set apart that will have to
b apprai cl and paid for. There are al,out sixty white settlers on the proposed addition who have claim or improvements that will have to be aujnstcd if tbis addition
i made to the r ervation. About one-half of these settlers are intermarried with or
are Ii ving with Indian women.
The improvem nts made on the reservation and proposed addition are geuera,Hy
mall and not of much value, but if taken for the Indians would 1,e of great value
to them a b ginuing in the right direction.
In c n id r3:tion of th~se facts and reasons, I respectfnlly ask that the addition hall
b mad t b1 r ervat10n, and that an Executive order be is ucd defining the whole
r . ervation, in lading the addition, as follows:
B iniug in the middle channel of the Columbia River, two miles below the mouth
of tb
kaoagon iv r; th nee up the middle channel of the Columbia Riv'er to the
m _n h f tb Big p kane River; thence up to the sonth bank of the pokane to a
po10t wb r h northerly line of the lands granted to the Northern Paciffic Railroad
10~ r ' t
t~ . am ; th nee northea. terly with the line bounding said grant to a
p mt' b r 1 mt r ct t~ boundary-line between the Territories of Wasbington and
I~ab ; th n u rtb_ on, aui. boundary-line to where the same intersects the bonndarrlm
w n th
01t cl tate anu British Columbia· thence west on aid la t-named
b nndar -lin t a point tw_o wile we t of ooyoo Lake; thence outherly with the
cour
f tb
ka~arron Riv r, but two miles therefrom, to the place of beginning.
fy r a. n f?r pla ·mg t~1 w t •rn boundary of th e re ervation two mil s we t of the
kan g n R1 ,, r ar a follows: Th valley of the Okanarron L the home of the Okanll"' n ri . f !odi_an. ·. Tl.11. vall y fr_ m the Briti h bou~dary to the Columbia River
i a.b n 1gb mil ml ng h nud will avera(J' abont one mile in widt,h. It i bounded
on a. ·b iu b bi 11 h_, b, alti , ro ky mountJns. The land in the valley ie generall_y
r ky r " _lly alk~IJ aod valn l ~ xc pt for paRturage, 1,nt there are occa iooal
pnt ·1_1
rt ·h _agn ultnral Jan 1, affording long, rich grass for pa tu rag and bay. If
h' nv r 1 · 0!1tinn,•cl n b boundary, whit m n will sett! and haYe cattl ranche.
' tlH· o · · 1onal pn c·h . on the w,1. t sid of the river, which is fordable in many
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places during a large part of the year. The_ c~tt~e would cros.s from both sides and·
O'ive troul>le. But a o-reater and much more rnJunous so1J.rce of trouble would be that_
~hisky hells would be established at these occasional patc_hes _if left_ outside and ad-·
joining the reservation, and send their streams of demorabzat10n, misery, a1;1d death
among the Indians. This valley should therefore all be for the use of the Indians and
under the control of the agent.
.
The western boundary, being two miles from the river and among th~ mou1;1ta1_ns,
would include all of the desirable lands in the valley, and no settler could find a footmg ,
within tweut,y·miles of that border. I would locate the boundary along the southern ·
bank of the Spokane, for the purpose of enabling the Indians to keep th~ control of
their old and valuable :fisheries on that river.
If the Government is really desirous of bringing up her Ind~a~l war~s from barb_arism·
to civilization, and of passing them on from pupilage to citizenslnp as speec~1ly a1::1
possible, she should not hesitate to furnish all of the necessary means and appliances
to that end. No equipment for civilizing operations of any kind has ever bt-en furnished by the Government for the reservation near Fort Colville. No ag~ncy schoo_l ,
shop, or other buildings have yet been erected for the benefit of th~ Indians of this
reservation.
*
*
*
·,¥
The interpreter at Colville, Georrre Hern, is a very capable and useful man. H e
speaks fluently some seven or eight different dialects, being those of all _the tribes who
annually frequent the great Kettle Falls fishery on the Columbia, most of whom
belong to that agency. His services are therefore very valuable and indispensable to
the agent, and his ti111e is all required. I therefore ask that his pay be increased to
·1,000.
I also ask that the agent's salary be increased to $2,000 per annum. The g:reat cost
of the necessaries of life at that place on account of the cost of transportation so far
overland, the discount on currency in which he is paid, and the amount of service
required in attending to so many Indians make the present salary inadequate.
I also ask thu.t there be a physician appointed for this reservation, and that hi
salary be fixed at $2,000, with hospital, medicines, instruments, &c., furnished by the
Government.
*
.,.
;.
*
.,.
*
*
On my r(ltnrn from the Upper Columbia I came by and stopped for a few days at
the
YAKIMA AGENCY,

I found the new saw-mill in operation and every indication of the continuation
of the prosperty and progress in civilization mentioned in my last annual report.
(See Report Commissioner Indian Affairs for 1872, pp. 337, 338.) For particulars as to
the prosperous condition of this agency under the efficient direction of Agent ·W ilbur
I refer to bis annual report, inclosed, together with the annual reports of the physician ~
superintendent of instruction, and farmer of that reservation. It will l.)e seen that by
the census of 1870 the Indians of the Yakima reservation numbered 3,500, now probably increased to 4,000. (See Report Indian Affairs for 1870, p. 17.) This large number
of people are dependent upon one physician for medication. One of the consequences
resulting from their increase in civilization is the loss of their superstitious belief iu
sorcery and timanamus in the cure of diseases, and the increase of their faith in_theefficiency of our physician. This is shown by the accompanying excellent report of
Dr. Kuykendall, the well qualified physician at the Yakima reservation. This report
shows that bis medical prescriptions to the Indians for the year averaged over nine
per day, and that his professional visits to them averaged within eighteen of being one for
every day in the year, besides bis lectures and instructions to them on hygienic duties~
&:c, And yet the Government only allows this efficient physician for his valuable serv1c~ to her 3,500, or perhaps 4,000, wards the paltry st.un of $1,400, out of :which sum
he 1s required to furnish and pay for all of the medicines and surgical instruments
n~eded and used, and to furnish his own wood, lights, transportation, &c., and do
without any hospital accommodations for his sick, while (as hereinbefore shown) she
furnish~s a pbysici_an for 40 stout, able-bodied soldiers at Fort Colville, and pays him
for medical attention to these 40 men a salary of $2,100, furnishes him in the mosi
ample s~yle all the medicin_es and sur_gica] instr_uments he can possibly need, besides a
commodious and well-fnrmshed hosp1tal-hosp1tal steward, nurse, and cook-with all
needed fuel, lights, and trausportion both for himself and hospital.
*
.,.
*
,.
.,.
,,
*
I ask that the salary of Le physician at the Yakima reservation be increased to
·2,000, and that the Government furnish the necessary medicines and surn.ical
instru0
ment '. hospitals, hospital supplies, &c., as in the Army.
. It w11l be seen_ by reforenc~ to the report of the efficient superintendent of instmct1on at the Yak~ma reservation that they "labor under many embarrassments for
want of means rn the school department." This should not be. Failure to provide
!ne:="ns for proper educational facilities is far more culpable, far-reaching, and disastrous
m 1t con equence than failure to provide proper medical treatment. Failure in the·
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latter re pect·occasions more_ suffering and death, while f~il~~e i?- tbe former perpetuate barbari m and degradation and defeats the hope of mv1hzat10n.
I therefore ask an appropriation of $5,000 for school-buildings on the Yakima reservation. For many efficient reasons that will su(Ygest themselves to the honorable
Commis ioner, I respectfully ask that the salary of the agent of this important reservation be increased to $t,000; and I again unite with Agent Wilbur, as in my last
annual report, (see Renort Commissioner Indian Affairs, 1872, p. 338,) in calling the
attention of the Govern-ment to the $7,250 due his agency. The justice of this demand
i not questioned, and this matter has been so pressed upon the attention of the Department by rnports and letters during the last six years, that I should think it would be
attended to for the same reason that induced the king to g-rant the widow's petition, if
nothing more.
•
There is an appendix .to Agent Wilbur's report, calling the attention of the Department to a. matter of the greatest interest to the peace and welfare of the Indians over
whom be is appointed to preside. I feel very sure that the honorable Secretary of the
Interior did not fully consider the matter referred to, else he would not have granted
permi ion for the erection and maintenance of Roman Catholic missions upon the
Yakima and Nez Perce reservations, in violation of a clause of the second articles of
each of these treaties.
,.
,.
,.
,.
No teacher or other white man should come or be placed on an Indian reservation
witbont the invitation or hearty consent of the agent; else inharmony and discord
must follow. And it was to guard against and prevent the inharmony and discord
that would be certain to follow the admission of any white man on a reservation
without the consent of the agent that that wise provision contained in a claus0 of
the second article of every treaty on this coast made by Governor Stevens was ineerted, as follows: "Nor shall any white man, excepting those in the employment
of the Indian Department, be permitted to reside upon the said reservation without
permi ion of the tribe and the superintendent and agent." Therefore, no autllority, not even that of the President of the United States, can legally put" any white
man, excepting those in the employment of the Indian Department," upon either the
Nez Perce or Yakima reservation without the consent of the Indian tribes belonging
to tho e reservations, the superintendent and the agent of .each, all three first bad and
obtained. The order of the honorable Secretary being in plaiu violation of this provision of these treaties is of course illegal and void. I therefore most heartily unite
with Agent Wilbur in respectfully protesting against the order of which he complains,
and r pectfully a k its reconsideration, and I would as heartily unite with either of
tho atbolic agents in this nperintendency in protesting against a like order placing
a I rote tant teacher on either of their reservations without their hearty consent first
bad.
,.
,.
if
,.
,.
if
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the amount of land to which they are entitled by treatr. The _agency of the reservation under tbis treaty is located on the Tulalip reservat10n, which, by the treaty, (see
article 3,) was to consist of 36 sections as a'.' gener~l res~rvat~on," (see art~cle 7,) and
as a" central agency,'' (see article 14,) "with a vrnw of ultimately draw~ng t_here~o
and settling thereon all of the Indians livino- west of the Cascade Mountams m said
Territory." (See aTticle 3.) By article 9 of this treaty '.1n "agent" is menti~ned and
authorized, but for many years no agent has been appornte~ for the res~rvat1ons and
Indians of this treaty. The Rev. Father Chirouse, now holdmg the appomtment over
these Indians, is only a snbagent, with a salary of $1,200 in currencY:· The ~ame has
been the case with his predecessors for a number of years. Where 1s the w1sdoJ:?- or
justice of appointing a su bagent over these four reservations from twenty five to sixty
miles apart, the smallest of which is nearly as large as the Skokomish or Makah reservations, while each one of the latter reservations has an agent at a salary of $1,500
each Y
The official duties of Subagent Chi rouse are complicated and overwhelming. Indeed,
with all his industry, he cannot perform one-half of them . The Tulalip reservation
alone, on which the subagency is situated, is six times larger than the Skokomish and
twice as large as the Makah reservation, has belonging to it twice as many Indians as
the former, three times as many as the latter, and, besides, bas a,ttached to it three other
reservations from 25 to 60 miles distant, each of which bas from 400 to 700 Indians belonging to it.
I therefore respectfully call the attention of the honorable Commissioner to this injustice, and ask that he will make a note of it ancl take the proper steps to have it
remedied. The proper remedy is the appointing of one agent and three subagents.
and allowing four sets of employes. The subagent, physician, school-teacher, farmer,
blacksmith, caTpenter, and saw-mill tender now at the Tulalip are of but little or no
benefit to the .Indians of the Port Madison and Swinomish reservations, each 25 miles
distant from it in difforent directions, and of less benefit to the Indians of the Lummi
reservation, 60 miles distant. It is great fojustice that the Indians of these three last-,
named reservations should be deprived of the oversight, training, services, and protection of snch employes as are provided for the Tulalip. The assistant farmer of this
treaty has for a number of years been in charge of the Lummi reservation, and their
moral a-lid physical improvement, and superiority over the poor Indians of the Swinoruish and Port Madison reservations, where there is no Government employe, are very
apparent.
The better-disposed Indians of the two last-named reservations have frequently
begged Snbagent Chironse to seud them some good white man to supervise and care
for theru, and while on my visits to them they earnestly requested the same of me.
'I'bis just request, to which both Subagents Chirouse and myself would gladly have
acceded, could not be complied wit.h for wa ·1t of means.
The Indians of these two last reservations subsist mostly from the sale of saw-logs
which th ey cut on their r espective r eservations. They are systematically swindled in
the sale of these logs on account of their ignorance. Vicious white men go among them
an d debauch them with ,vhisky and prost,itute their women. They are a prey to ignoran ce, vice, filth, and disease. (See Report Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1872, pp.
~32 and 33:3; also addition or appendix of December 31, 1872, not published; also my
. pecial reports on each of these r eservations.) These poor, ignorant, miserable, perishmg wards of our great Government beg and pra) their guardian to send them help,
protection , and teachers. w·m th eir prayer continue to be unheeded by their o-uardian?
ubagent Chironse in his report herewith inclosed complains of the insufficiency of
th_e pa:f of: his ~mployes, and asks that their salary be increased. I most heartily join
with bun m this request. The pay allowed to employes on Indian reservations should
be such as to command the services of the best men. One thousand two hundred dollars per. annun_i, in our depr~ciated cu~ren?y, is_ the sa~ary of the physician at Tulalip,
and he 1s requ1red_ont of _this sum ~o fnrmsh himselt: m medi~ine and everything else
he may ne~ct. ~his meager sum will be no _tempt,a~10n to a first-class physician who
can c1e11r from $2,000 to $4,000 annually by bis practice. Nor will ·$900 in the same currency (t,he pa_y of eac~ mechanic and farmer on the Tulalip) be any temptation to first-.
cla _s mecham c and farmers, wl.Jen such '!1~n can make from $3 to $5 in coin ·daily by
their labor. I therefore ask that the pltys1man both hero and on the other reservations
on this side _of th~ Cascaue~ be paid $:!,000 per annum, with medicines, surgical instruments, hosp1tal, &c., su_pph ed as requeste~ for the Col ville reservation, and that the pay
of farmers and mechanics on all reservat10ns west of the Cascades be raised to $1,200
per anunm.
_n bafr nt Cl_1ironse, in his accompanying report, also repeats the old unavailing com-·
pl.amt found rn a,l i~ost ever~ report. mad~, both to the Indian Department and mis.J
rni onar:y- boards. srnce ~he foundat10n of our Government, of the demoralizing and
destruct1v~ po~cr and mflnence of the whisky traffic among the Ind ians, and says
truly that 1t will '' destroy the whole race, if not stopped."
*
*
•;,
* .
7
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Sko"f..omish reBel'ratio11.-Llge11cy cmd Indians ilwrc1wto belonging.

Tl.ii. re • rva,tion i situated at the sonthern extremity of the western arm or bay of
Pall' t

ouud, called Hood'. Canal. The treaty by which it was set apart specifieLl
that it honld be "the amouut of six section s, or three thousand eight hundred and
forty acre ." ( ee art. 2d of treaty.) U nu.er the allowance recently made for_ the survey
of Indian r ervation in this superintend ency, the survey of the Skokonush reservation into forty-acre lots has been completed within the present month, much to ihe
sati faction of the Indians; but a large amount of it was foun<l. to be an almost wholly
impa sable mar h that never can be drained or used for any beneficial purpose, ou
account of being nearly on a level with the waters of the river and sound.
It will be , een by reference to the census of 1870 (see Report Commissioner Irnlian
Affair , p. 17,) that the number of Indians belonging to this treaty ·was 921, and it will
be e n tbat the report of 18il (see report Commissioner Indian Affairs for 1871, p. 27 )
puts their unmber at 1,000. If the whole number of forty-acre lots contained in this
reservation w re capable of being settle<l. ou as horn.es by the Indians, there would be
but ninety- ix homes for the 1,000 Indians-only about half enough. Bnt as probably
not more than half tho forty-acre lots in the reservation are capable of settlement,
there is not in the reservation more than a fourt.h of the amount of arable land needed
by the Indiami belonging to the reservation for homes.
It will be seen by reference to my special report on the legal status, &c., of the Skokowish reservation, under date of 21st of February last, that au ad<l.itiou thereto was
recomm ndcd, in accordance with prior reconunenclations. This recommendation wa
refused for the allo~ed reason that the Northern Pacific Railroad luul acquired the odd
section , some of wbich were included in the addition asked. It will be seen by the
accompauying annual report of Agent Eells, of this reservation, tba,t the location of the
terminu of that road nt Tacoma has prouably operated as a withdrawal of their right
to the odds ctions included in the addition asked. If this is the case, he renews the
application for th addition, as set forth in said special report, and I most heartily
second this application, as it hi right and just that it should be granted.
Agent Eells in his accompanying annual report asks special attention to the case of
A. D. Fi her, whose donation-claim was included in this reservation, and has never yet
~een pa.id for. Mr. E i her has been tlie Yictim of the grossest injustice, as will be seen
from .A~ nt Eells' tatemeut, and my own, contained in my said special repOTt. The
claim of fr. Jn her, with valuable improvements, was taken and appraised at $1,771.
Thi apprais ment, with others by the same appraisers, was forwarded to yonr office
under date of February 3, l 66, and bas never since been heard from. Mr. Fisher is a
poor, hard-working man. His property was taken without bis consent, and doubtle s
fairly appraised, and for over seven years, through the culpable negligence of Gornrnment ollicial , this poor man l1as been kept out of his just duo . I join with Agent
E 11 in a king prompt attention and action upon this ca e.
The l oint-no-point treaty, by which this reservation was set apart, was concluded
with four tribe of Indians, to wit, the Skokomish, the Too-au-hoolis, the S'Klallams,
and the Chin-a-kum . The fir t two named tribes have always clai med the country
about tho mouth of the Skokornish River, au<l. around the south end of Hood's Canal,
as th ·it , and have therefore mostly resi,led on and been content with the reservation.
But th la t two named trib s (of which the S'Klallams are much more numerous than
it,her of the oth r tbre ) have al ways refused to recol.l'nize the reservat,ion as their
horn , a~d v ry few of th.em have ever stopped on it; tlrny have mostly resided ~orth-.
warclly from th r ervat1011, along the shores of Hood's Canal, and on the west side of
Pug. t ?u~d, in the vicinity of l'ort Town end, and along t,he southern shore of the
tnut
I! n~a,_a far wet _as Klallam Bay. It will ue seen by referen"e to the r port
of tlH'
mm 1• • 1011 r of Indian {fairs for 1859 p. :19 and the report. of a,me for 1 66,
p. l' 5 tba r rvatiou wcr promised these Indiau~ ou Hood's Ca,nal, twenty mile
north of_ th pr· nt r: ervation, ancl at Klallam Pay, on the trait of },uca, and that a
r en~t10~1 wa , t oft and d fin <.l for tbe S:Klallams, on Klallam Bay, b.v .Agent im!nons 111 . h1a · 1 brnt <1 prouuuciamento or proclamation of December, 1 59, publi ·bed
~n th l 1 . 11 <-'.r and Democr~it of Olympia,, in which this rescrvatfon for the S' Kbllam
1 autb ntat1v •ly and lununously defined as follows: "About two ection of laud on
th
t:ait. f Fn ·a 01!1111 ncing at the point immediat ly west of Klallam Bn.y, and
foll wrng tll m and rmg of th shor , eastwanlly, to the a. tern llOint of ai<l
ba ' · tlw_n
ut~ •rly · tll u a. terly · then, north, to tb pln.<"e of l, giuuing-tll.,
-r~<·ntwn •cl hu to run far cu _ngh uack t<? give. th requir~·d ,1mrntityoflau<l ..
Ihe ulnr' cl 1n ~le h ot n •. nvat1on, a m ut10ned rn m.v . p •c1al r •port tb r on ot
Juouar · ' I :J with <!tli r mall •r rna.tt r., w ,re all ontainecl ancl et forth in . th '
d 11f!l ·a hov m atwn ·d · but, unfortunately for poM Lo, uon of th re crvatrnn .
th r :111 ·t forth w r V<·r lt·~alizecl hy Ex cntiv action. Th Indian on th 'trait ot
u am •ntio11 .<l by A.g n E<'lb bav frcqu utly, but in vain, a~k d that tli aho,· or
D.11
!111';1' r" rna 1011 hf' properly set apart an<l Jegn.liz<•<l to tlrnm.
In )fay la,c
11 dm•f of a han!l of al,011t forty with tw nty-thr e of hi . lH'Ople vi ·it ·11 n1c
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and begged tuat I ,Yould give them a small reservation near ' Port Angelos, <?n the
Strait of Fnca. I inquired a,t the laud-office, aud was rnformed that the land m the
vicinity of the small tract they wanted was nnsurveyed ;_ and I_wrote .Yol!-, under date
of the 8th of l\faJ.. last nskiuO'
that a small tract of land, rncludmg their village, be set
0
apart to them. But r' afterw ard discovered that a custo_m-house reservation h3:d been
set apart a number _of years ago, ~hich ~ncluded the desired tract, a,n~ ~hat s,~1d custom-house reservat10n had been laid off rnto fi ve-acrc or ten-acre lots, rmged, puffed,
and sold on speculation. The custo~-house ~t th~t point 'Yas aft~rw:arcl washed away,
and the place abandoned by the public funct10naries. A smgl~ tamil_Y now 4ol~s the
site of Port Ano-elos and the non-resident speculators are wa1trng for somethmg to
turn up. Som~ of tbelll learning that ¥"oman and his ?a~d desired 3: reservation there,
I received several communications from them, patr10tically offermg to sell to the
United States on very liberal terms. These Indians are justly entitled to one or more
reservations, and I respectfully recommend that they be set apart, or that an appropt"iation be made to pay the homestead fees of all Indians who will take homestead
claims.
·
· ·
Agent Eells also reiterates the old and oft-repeated mourufol complaint of the debasing and destructive effects of whisky on the I~dians, and says th~t th_e scatt~red
S'Klallam tribe, once the most numerous and warlike on the sound, 1s lJeuig rapidly
diminished by it, and at the present rate of decrease will be about extinct at the end
of the present generation. Their temporal s~lvation, as before stated, is in the hands
of our law-makers, upon whose skirts will be their blood, if not rescued.
I refer to the accompanying report of Agent Eels for particulars concerning the
status and improYcment of the Indi~ns of his charge.
·

Ncah Bcty ctgency and Ini!Jians.
The reservation upon which this agency and these Indians are domiciled is located
at, and embraces Cape Flattery, the extreme nol'thwestern corner or rather angle of
Washington Territory, formed by the junction of the Strait of Juan de Fuca with
the Pacific Ocean, and is a wild, bleak, stormy locality, and seems to be the home of
the winds, snow, and rain, particularly the latter, a-sit has been ascertained by observation that there is a greater amount of cloudy and rainy weather and a brger amount
of rain-fall at this place than at any other point within the limits of our Government,
except, perhaps, .Alaska,. As to the situation of this reservation, and the necessities
wants, and progress of the Indians belonging to it, I refer to my last annnal report,
(see report Commissioner Indian Affairs for 1872, p. 345,) and especially to my subreport
or appendix to my last annual report, under date of December :n, 1R72, not forwarded
in time for publication with my last annual report; also, to the inclosed report of Agent
Gibson. Since my last report a long-standing trouble, which has been the source of
much difficulty to the agent and demoralization to the Indians, has been removed by
the Executive order of the 2d of June last, legalizing and extending the disputed addition to that reservation so as to include the claims of those who have so lono- been
cheating and demoralizing the Indians and giving trouble to the agent and G~vernment employes. The principal claimant and disturber still has a large herd of cattle,
which, by the terms of the treaty required to be made with hlm, he is permitted to
keep there one year. These cattle are very breach'y, and have occasioned much
destruction and damage to the crops on the re!'lervation, as will be seen by the accompanying report of Agent Gibson. When the time is out and they are removed the
r eservation and Indians will have peace.
'
It will be seen by former reports that the Indians of this reservation are fish-eaters·
and draw their sn bsist.ence almost wholly from the "great deep," and consequently hav~
but very little disposition or taste for agricultural or pastoral "life-lines;" therefore
the "fish-liue" is the natural and perhaps the only" line" upon which they can be civilized. I therefore unite with Agent Gibson in recom:inending the purchase of a schooner
t o be used, as mentioned by him, in their fishing operations.
'
I also join in his request to have a dike constructed for the putpose of reclaiming a,
l arge tract of rich farmi~g land ; also to ~ave farm buildings constructed, and ·the
boundary of the reservat10n, as now established, surv_ey~d. I also join in his request
t o have a road constn~cted from Neah Bay to the Qmnaielt reservation, full 75 mile's
-0vcr a vei:y rough, wild, broken, unsettled . country. There is no communication bet ween these two reservations except by water. There is a good wagon-road from the
month of the Columbia River to the Quinaielt reserv·ation. 'A road from the latter rese ~Tation to .i: eah Bay would open land-travel along the whole Pacific coast of this Terntory, and be a very great benefit to the Makah In,di!:lins, as Agent Gibson states.
I a)s? join w~th Agent. Gibson in recommending the . increase of the salary of the
J?hys1cian at this reservation, and that there be allQ'Yed au. assis.t ant teacher and cook
for th~ school. I also recommend the purchase of a portable steam saw-mill the con·t m ct1on of a fi hery and a hospitalias mentioned iu the appendix to my last ~nnual re-
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por . Tbe variou items of appropriation asked for in orcler to properly set up the
machinery for civilizing the Makah Indians are as follows, to wit:
A portable team saw-mill .............•........................•........ $3,000 00
A fi hery, complete in all its arrangements ......•••......................• 5,000 00
Dike to reclaim farming land .........•.....•.........................•.• 1,500 00
Hospital for sick, aged, and destitute .•.....................•............• 2,000 00
Schooner for fishing .. ·............................. . ..••..•..•.•.......... 5,000 00
Road to Quinaielt ............ ....................... ....... ........ .... . . 1,000 00
Physician's pay increa ed to _....................................•.....•. 1,500
500 00
Medicines and snrgical instruments ............ ; ......................... .
600 00
Assistant school teacher .........................••.•....................
Captain of schoor.er for one year ....•..•.•.•........ ........ .... ......... 1,000 00
Engineer and sawyer ... ......................... ............. .......... . 2,000 00

Total ..............................•........•....•..........••.... 23, 100 00
The above would be sufficient to start the machinery, which in five years would push
this ageucy forwar<l to be self-supporting, and without further need of the aid or guardiansbip of the Government. There is not a doubt but that this can be done, if the abovenamecl appliances and means are judiciously used and appropriated, and surely the
object aiwecl at is well worthy the effort.
QUINU.ELT RESERVATION, AGENCY, AND INDL\NS.

This reservation and agency are located at the mouth of the Quinaielt River, on the
shore of the Pacific Ocean, auollt tw.enty-five miles north of Gray's Harbor, in a very
bleak, barren, inhospitable region. The land is mostly drift, and composed of sand,
gravel, and bow1deni, and only scattering small strips along the streams can be used
for agricultural purposes. Occasional patches of pasture·land may also be found, but
in both these respects the general aspect of the country is forbidding. The Indians
belonging to this reservation are "tish-eater11 ;" but very few of them depend upon
hunting and the products of the chase for a living. Therefore, like the Makahs, the
only process for their civilization is on the ":fish-line." For which reason a fishery, with
all tbe appliances for catching, packing, canning, marketing, &c., with competent
skill d men to teach and train them in running it a year, is, after a good indust,rial
boarding-school, the most needed appliance for their civilization.
For reasons set forth in the accompanying report of Subagent Henry, of the Quinaielt re ervation, and in my last annual report, (see Report of CommissionAr of Indian
Affair , 1873, pp. 339, 340, 341,) I again recommend the enlargement of the reservation, a set forth on the last cited page. 'fwo or three fisheries should be erected on the
re ervation when thus enlarged.
·
.A. village should be laid off at each fishery, with streets and lots, and each Indian
engaged about the fl bery should have a lot, with a neat house, yard, and garden, in
the village, each of which should have a church and school-house, as soon as far
enough advanced for primary schools, a way from the principal industrial boardingsch ol.
I join with Subagent Henry in recommending the increase of the salary of the
phy ician at. Quinaielt, aud that medicines and surgical instrnme-nts be furnished by
tbe Government.
For r ason et forth in my last annual report, ( see Report of Commissioner of Indian
Affair for 1 72, pp. 332 and 333,) I recommend an appropriation for the construction
and maint nance of a ho pital at this reservation. As there is no harbor along th e
coa t of thi r rvation, or anywhere near it, a fishing schooner would be useless to
th m, a th ir fish are mostly taken in the mouthR of the rivers.
Th adrlitional appropriations n~ecled to rig up the necessary humane and civilizing
ma hin ry for this r senation, are as follows:
·
For indn trial boarding-school ......•....................................
r pa of np riot n<lent matron, twoteachers, and cook ....•.....•......
For pro i i o , clothing, books, &c., for the achool children ...... ....... .. .
on tru ion and fini bing of ho pital. .................................. .
ay f pby i •ian .............................. .••.•......... .... ...... ..
i1 di ·in and nrgi al in trnments .................. __ ................. .
ou tru tion and t:iui bing :fishery ........•...............................
of ti b rma11 n
ar ..•.•...••••....•....•..... _.................. .
a. of ·oop r and tinner .....•............................•.............
P ra 1
am w-will ...•.............................................
E "in rand awy r ............ ....... ............................. ... .

~. 000 00
3,000 0
2,000 I}()

2,nOO

),500
500 00
3,0
1,

2,0

1:3
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:i\IEDIClKE CREEK TREATY, RESERVATIONS, AND INDIANS.

This is the first trea,ty made with the Indians in Washington Territory. It was made
December 25, 1854, and ratified April 10, 1855. The sum s~ipulat~d to be paid by _the
treaty was $32,500, in payments running for twenty years, w1tbout mterest. There 1s a
queslion as to whether the twenty years expires on the 26th of December, 1874, or on the
10th of April following. In either case the annuity payments u1:1der this treat.v must
end within the next eiO'hteen months. It then becomes a qmishon for the next Congress to determine whether further appropriations shall be made for the benefit of the
I_ndians of this treaty after the expiration of the treaty obligat!o~ for such._
.
For reasons stated in my first annual report, (Report Comm1ss10ner Indian Affairs,
1872, pp. 336, 337,) and for the following additional reasons, I feel very sure that there
are strong moral and equitable obligations upon the Government to continue to make
the liberal appropriations for these Indians asked in said last ye~r's report, .P· 337. It
will be seen by reference to the "records of the proceedings of the commiss10n to hold
treaties with the Indian tribes in Washington Territory," December LO, 1854, article 4,
that the basis of value fixed to be paid for lands to be ceded by the Indians to be treated
with, was at the rate of ten dollars for each chief, seven dollars and fifty cents for each
sub-chief, and five dollars each for all other persons. That the number of Indians was
estimated to be 650, which fixed the whole sum to be paid at $32,500, to be paid in annual payments or annuities running through twenty years and decreasing at the rate
of 5 per cent. per annum. It will be seen by reference to the Report of Commissioner
of Indian Aff::i,irs for 1859, pp:- 391-394, and the report of 1861, p. 189, that there was a
very grave mistake made in estimating the numbf'r of Indians induded in this treaty
at 650, when there were at least 1,400. This mistake is also mentioned in the rAport of
1858, p. 226. The great inju8tice occasioned to these Indians by this blunder is strongly
referred to, and the attention of Congress qalled thereto in the Report Commissiouer Indian Affairs, Ui62, p. 386. It is here stated by Superintendent Hale that their number
is three-fold what was supposed. So that this blunder has swindled these Indiaus out
of about fifty thousand dollars.
It will be seen by reference to the Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for
1872, p. 337, that these Indians ceded to the Government by this treaty over two million acres of laud, besides the greater part of Puget Sound, for a compensation that was
wholly inadequate, and it will be seen by the same report, pp. 336 and 337, that the
money that bas been paid on that treaty has not inured to their .benefit, and that they
know and complain of this. In view of these facts I ask, in the name of humanity an d
justice, that the appropriations and civilizing appliances I asked for this reservation in
my last annual report be granted, and that in addition thereto there be an appropriation
annually of $1,500 for each of the other three reservations belonging to this treaty, to
wit: the Nisqually 1 Squaksin, and Muckleshod, for the pay of a teacher and assistant
teacher for each, there being no white or Government ernploye on either. Also that
there be an agent allowed and appointed for this treaty, with an annual appropriation
for his pay.
.
The honorable Commissioner did a very special and much-needed favor to justice,
~ivilization, and the Indians of t,his treaty by allowing $4,000,· at my request, for the
construction of an industrial boarding-school building on the Puyallup reservation .
I have had a commodious boarding-school building erected, and it is so far completed
that the teachers ( the Rev. Mr. Stone and wif~) have mo Vied into it, and w.ill open school
soon. The great drawback is the want of funds to clothe and lodge the Indian school•
children, furnish them with books, &c. There being only $1,500 per annum allowed for
"schools, shops, &c., and providing necessary supplies for the same," after the "necessary supplies" for the blacksmith and carpenter shops is taken out, the amount left
" for schools" is very limited.
I refer to the accompanying reports of the physician and farmer in charge of this
reservation, especially the remarks of the former on the necessity for· a hos pit-al.
The Indians of the Puyallup reservation are greatly pleasecl with the snrvev of their
res~rv~tion i_nto 4~-acre lots, which is now nearly cttmpleted. It.bas quiet~<! their feal's of
los10g 1t by 1ts bemg absorbed by the Northern Pacific Railroad, the terminus of which
was located within two miles of its border. The allotment of the surveyed lots among
them will be a. matter of much difficulty on a,ccouut of conflictiuO'
claims, the lines
0
paasing through improvements, &c.
.
CHEHALIS RESERV ATIOllT A..~D INDIANS.

The st atus of this reservation, the duty of the Government toward the lrldians belonging t h ereto, their necessities, wants, &c., were so fully set forth in my last annual
report, (see Report Commissioner Indian Affairs, pp. 3~4, 335, anrl 336,) and in . my
special r eport of the 9th of January last, that but little more need be said i·n this report.
Since m y last annual report I have bad the unfinished hall of a school-house (built
som e years ago) :finished off, and a commodious boarding and lodging house erected
adjoining it,. with rooms for teachers, and dining, cook, wash, and sleeping rooms for
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pu1 il ·, a de cription of which is contained in the accompanying report of the farmer
in barg , to which refe_re~ce is ma<:ie,
.
.
The item of appropnat1on mentioned as necessary for this reservation on the 336th
pag of th• la t annual r_eport Commi~sioner ~ndian Affair~ ~r_e still au~olntel1 neces·ary if the overnment mtends or desires to rig up the mv1hzmg machrnery for these
nntt{tor d ward to be efficient. The survey of this reservation into 40-acre lots was
rec ntly completed, bnt the maps are not yet finished and returned. As soon as tbi
i don the land will be allotted as far as they will go. There will not be near enough
to npply all of the non-treaty Indians west of the Cascades.
Tb cbool, which bas been in successful operation since the 1st of January last, with
from fifteen to thirty pupils, lrns not yet been as successful as desired, or as it would
liav b cu if properly qualified teachers had been in charge of it. "
*
*
*
I think teacher po · essing these requisites pretty fully have now been outainetl.
NEED FOR ADDITIONAL LEGISLATION.

The Indians of this superintendency, and of British Columbia, near the border, are
mor or le s intermarried, visit each other, and have much intercourse. It will be
een by reference to the reports of former superintendents and agents in this Territory
that tbi intercour e bas been the subject of much trouble and demoralization, not only
to the Indians in the neighborhood of northern border of this Territory, but also to the
white , more or le , especially to the Indians and whites around the shores u.nd island
of Pnget onnd. The British Columbia Indians, from Vancouver and other islands,
and the mainland, come in their canoes in swarms around onr logging camps and
town around the sound, get all the whisky they want, and their women engage iu
prostitution. A number of brothels at different points around the sound are filled with
their woruen.
The e Indians, having the same rights ana. privileges as British subjects within our
lines, can purchase and use intoxicating liquors as freely and as openly as any other
foreigners. They make a liberal use of this privilege, and supply their Indian friend
and a. ociatcs on this side of the line with these liquors.
The laws of the nited States regulating intercourse with Indians only prohibits to
" 11, exchange, give, barter, or dispose of any spirituous liquors or wine to any Indian
nuder the charge of any Indian suprintendent or Indian agent appointed by the United
, ' tat ." Therefore the courts bave always decided that this prohibition does not apply to Indians not" nuder the charge of" such superintendent or agent. This is unfortnnat , aocl operates very injuriously along our national borders. I therefore re'P ctinlly r commend an amendment or change of this limitation, so as to prohibit
the al , "'iYiug, harter, or in any manner disposing of any wine, spirituous liquor,
al , b r, porter, cider, or any other intoxicating beverage to any Indian or Indi~n.
ll'ho have 1wt all of the rights and privileges of citizens of the United States. The prohiJn·
tion tbns liruited would not only protect the nation's ward~ by prohibiting the sale of
th e liquors to th rn, but would also reach and protect the Indians fi;om British
olumhia, anada, or Mexico, when within the lines of the Government.
Our nit d tates law, thus amended, would lie almost as comprehensive and as effi i nt a that of Briti h Columbia on this point, which says that "Any person
H Hing, bartering, or giving, or attempting to sell, barter, or give intoxicating liquor
to any lll<lian of the co11tine11t of North America or of any of the islancls adjacent thereto.
shall l>c liabl , on conviction for such offense, to a fine not exceeding five hundred
dollar. ." l trust that tho foregoing sugge tion will meet the eye and approval of Con-
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laws of States and Territories over all Indians within their respective borders, except
that of taxation. This would certainly be beueficial.
I have the honor to be, very rnspectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. MILROY,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, Washington Territory.
Hon. E. P. SMITH,
Conirnissioner of Indian Affairs.

63.
TULALIP INDIAN RESERVATION,

Washington Ter., July l, 1873.
Srn: In compliance with the regulations of the I!1dian Department, I ~ave the honor
to submit the following report in reference to Indians on the reservatwns under my
charge.
.
.
.
Since the logging work commenced on the Tnlahp reservat10n, qmte .a large number
of Indians have rrathered there, ancl are now· Jilermanently located. They are kept
constantly employed, and receive sufficient rernune!·ation for their labor_ to support
themselves and families. Their conduct in general is very good, and their constant
employment keeps them from wandering about the mills and white settlements, where
the.v have been more or less exposed to all sorts ofitemptartions of vice and debauchery.
Many bad Christians have totally reformed, and several infidel Indians have joined
the church, and are now good and faithfnl members.
Onr church at Tulalip is by no means large enough to give accollllnrndation to the
number of people who corue there for instruction. I would therefore-respectfully suggest that, an appropriation be made for its enlargement. My assistant, the Rev. Father
Richard, visits the Indians of Port Madison, Elack and White ,R iver, Muckelsboot,
Puyallup, and Nisq ually four times a year, where he bas quite a -large number of welldisposed Indians, who seem to profit considerably by his teaching and example. They
have applied for means to build a church, where they could gatlter!for the performance of their religious duties, and it is very much to be regrettedfthey could not obtain their request in this particular.
The average number of children attending our schools at Tulailip dnring the past
year has been from forty-five to fifty. Their progress has been encouraging, though
it is a work that requires an amount of patience and perseverance. They are required to perform a certain amount of ma,nual labor each day in their respective
departments-the boys under the directio.n of the Rev. l<.,ather Richard and Mr. H.
De Vries, the girls under the skillful training of the Sisters of Qha,rity, who are indefatigable in their exertions to forward their advancement in the paths of virtue and
civilization.
Farming operations have commenced at the marsh; twelve ·acres of land have been
cleared aud partly put under cultivation, and from the present healthy appearance of
verretables now growing it seems to give a favorable guarantee of its fnture productions. I have bad a good wagon road made from the agency to <the marsh, and a strong
substantial bridge built across the creek; it is 16 feet wide and 200 feet in length. I
commenced another road from the ageucy to the mi-ssion, but not having means to go
on with it I was obliged to stop the work. The road -i s -very much needed and I regret
not being able to complete it. There have been five comfortable houses built on the
reservation for Indiaus who have expressed their desire to make it their permanent
home. I have had a house and barn erected on the high ground convenient to the
marsh, southwest from where the ditching of 'the marsh is now berrun. I was oblirred
~o hire white men to do this work, the farmer being mostly employed in the mill si;ce
1t~ rep.air, and the ca~penter being ?usy in repaii:ing old buildings aud ~rec ting new ones.
I find it extremely difficult to retam my employes, from the fact of their salary beinO" so
low; they say it is not sufficient to support tbemsel ves and families, and that com~on
laboren; are getting better paid for less amount of work than is expected from them.
Nevertheles , as soon as an employe resigns I.get another to take bis place, and I have
DO\~ ~he full number of_employes, all go0d men :tnd well a~apted for their respective
po 1t1ons. I would agarn ask the DAp.airtment to,rncrease their salary or at least to pay
them in coin or its equivalent.
The Indians who were engaged in logging during last winter did not make money
enough to pay their expe_nses ~ they are now, however, doing very well, and hope to
save ~ much mon~y as will bn_ng thomselves and families through the winter. They
~ave mcreased their st?ck cons1cl_erably and are J.iighly pleased to see the large clearmg caused by the loggmg operations, where their stock may roam at larrre dnriurr the
winter wi_th a ·fair_ prospect of ~ood pasturage.
b
b
From ;
to time I am obliged to visit the four reservations pertaining to this,
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a<Yency, viz, Lummi, Swinomish, ~ort Ma~ison, and Muckels~oot, in ord~r to settle
many little difficulties th'.1t many times exist be~ween the _Indians and -yh1te settlers.
The Lummi Indians, havmg now Mr. John McGlrnn at their bead, are dorng very well
under bi instructions; and since Mr. yVilliam DeShaw has undertaken to look after
th e interests of tlle Porli Madison India.us everything seems to go on much better thau
heretofore.
Of ome of the numerous complaints made by a large number of Indians nuder my
cha,rge, I will just mention a few wliich seems to me to be both Just and reasonable,
and are of such nature as might attract your attention and also that of the Department.
·
The white settlers, who are increasing so rapidly in this country, and locating themselves around Indian reservations, are becommg more and more troublesome to the Indians, and I '.tm very much of opinion that they will destroy the wliole race in a short
time, if some efficient means be not speedily taken to put a stop to their nefarious
traffic in poisonous whisky. This is one of the chief causes of complaint against the
Government; for allowing whisky shops to be established so near the reservations.
It has beeu a very old custom among the Indians to set fire to the woqcls in order to
burn the nnderbrush and promote the growth of wild berries, which they gather, dry,
and dispose of among themselves and white settlers. There are another class of Indians who live by the ohase and are called Snnitees; these men destroy all the game on
the reservat,ions and elsewhere, and, disposing of them, make money by doing so.
When I took charge of this agency I was requested by the Indians to allow them to
cut the timber and dispose of it to the sa,w-mills, as they thought it would be better
tlrn,n have it destroyed by :fire, and that they could make more money this way than
a,ny other, as their land was not adapted or in any way fit for agricultural purposes. I
considered their demand and thought it very reasonable, and gave them all the encouragement I could, in order to carry on the work. They were quite satisfied to labor
hard provided they got paid for it, but when I told them they should pay stumpage, as
the timber they were cut,ting and disposing of was common propert.y, and that all the
Indians who were parties to the Point Elliott treaty were all equally entitled to their
share of the proceeds or the timber, they then got quite discournged and said they
were not disposed to work and earn money and then be obliged to hand it over to support iille Indians, who did nothing but bask in the sunshine from morning till night,
spending their time in gambling and drinking, when they could get the means of doing so. They then asked me why I did not impose a tax on those wild Indians who
destroyed the woods by :fire for the purpose of gathering wild berries, and on the hunters for destroying their game, as it a lso was common property, as well as the timber
that was standing useless until it was cut down and converted into money; that all
the Indians who desired to work were welcome to their share of the proceeds, provided
they hared also in tl1e labor. They said that they had themselves and families to
support and ma,ny old and decrepit relations that depended on them, and would be
tarvecl if they had to depend on Government rations; that they did not believe the
Government ever intended to tax them for trying to support themselves by hard labor,
or making t.he most of the property the Government awarded them, and that the taxing ystem was got up by the agent to make money for himself and those that were in
league with him.
·
Fina,lly, they complain ag21,inst tke Department for not having their lands surveyed
au l ·ectired to them, aud thus save them from the trouble and annoyance they are
contimi.~lly r ceiving a.t the hands of the ,vhite settlers.
•
Iu ·ou lusion, I de ire to retnrn you my roost sincere thanks for the courtesy you
h v a.lwa.y . h_own i_u aiding my efforts in the ma,nagement of my agencies. I have
«Ion and a.m sttll trymg to clo all in my power to dis])ense justice and maintain peace
b tw •~ t~ th white and tho e Indians under my charge.
. •s mng y ur re pec~ful attention to the accompanying report of Dr. Van Den Bergh
WJ h n~gard to tb
amtary condition of the Indians pertainin<Y to this agency,
I ha.v the honor to be, sir, very respectfully yours,
"
·
E. C. CHIROUSE,
H. Siib Indian A.gent.
. II. 1rLH Y, E q.,

u1J 1·i11tendent of Indian .Affairs, Olyrnpia, Wash.
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was established, an addition was illegally made to the trea,ty reservation upon which
all the imnrovements of the aO'ency excepting the school-house were located, and upon
which nearly all the mouey "appropriated for this tribe bas been expended. Th"'
agency was really not upon the reservation. After Agent w_ebster, who est~u1ished the
agency a,nd made most of the improv~r_nents, went out o~ office, sever:11 of his employe~,
having become informed of t,he con_cht1on of the reservation, t?ok claims upon tb_e adihtion which he bad made and thus improved. For seven or eight years the Iodrnn De.partment and these Indians had considered this addition as a part of the reservation,
and had hel<l undisputecl control over it, wht•n the. persons who had located claims
upon it denied the ritrht of the Government to hold it as a reservatiou any longer.
Tllese persons were perhaps legally right, but certniuly morally wrong in attemptiug
to take wliat justly belonged to. these Iuuians, and bad been improved with money
appropriated by the~ Government for their benefit. The India~s objected ~o having
their lands and homes taken by white men, and made many lntter complarnts to me
iu regard to it. A difficulty was grow iug out of this unpleasant state of conflicting a nth ority, interest, and rights, which. without very prn~ent managemer>t, must
have resulted seriously, and would probably have ended m another Modoc war.
The President's executive order of ,January 2d last, extending thp, limits of the reser:
,·ation, has finally (and it is to b~ hoped forever) se~tled this difficulty. After these
claimant,s had IJeen officially notified that their claims were inclnded i II t,his extension,
they still refused to leave them, stating that the President had 110 authority to extend
the reservation, and threatened to forcibly Fesist any attempt to remove them. After
the time in which they were notified to leave had expired, in compliance with the advice of the honorable Secretary of the Interior, a request was made for a military
force to remove t,hem, and on the 24th of Jnne -last Lieut. .James A. Houghey, of the
Twenty-first United States Infantry, and commander of San Juan garrison, with a •d etachment of twenty-five inen of Company H of the same regiment, arrived at Neah
Ba,y on the steamer Favorite for that purpose. By the same steamer that brought tht~
troops I received instruction to give Webster sixty days more in which to move, and
he was according·ly not molested. Aftp,r again advising McCollum and Colby to peacea.lJly abandon t,he reservation, and even offering to assist them in removing their effects,
which they still declined to do,-Lieutenant Houghey bad a sergeant and four men
placed in each oue of their houses, and sent McCollum nuder guard to the outer limits
of the reservation. CollJy left without any further trouble. "
"
"
;,.
During August Rev. J. F. DeVore, J.B. Mout,gomel'.V, and Capt. George D. Hill, the
gentlemen who compose the IJoard appointed to appraise the value of the improvemeuts made uy McColhtm, Colby, :w1l WelJster, vh,ited Neah Bay and made a personal
i11speetion of the improvements with a view to assessing the valne of the sauie, in order tliat they may IJe justly compensated therefor. " ·
"
"
*
Tlle Indians are highly pleased at the result, and seem much better satisfied. since
they now feel that their homes are sec tued to them forever where they can live in
peace aml enjoy the frui-ts and bl~ssings of their own labor. They have already purchased seven head of cattle and tonr horses, the fir-st stock ever owneil by t,he tribe ·
and _siuce tlley are satisned that this land now undouute~ly belougs to tb:em they ar~
makmg arrangements to purchase m1ttle and horses and raise stock. This of course I
euco1uage them in doing, as I think it far better for their future interest and welfare
that, they shonld give more of their a,tteut.iou to pursnit.s of this character. " " "
The boundaries of the reservation as now extended should ue surveyed and established at an early <lay.
.
The Indians have IJeen very peaceable and well-disposed during the last year and are
stead ily adopti ng the habits and customs of civilization. Many of t,hem wear ~itizens'
clothes, ancl some of them are learning to talk English quite well. Only in two or three
i~stltnces _duriug the past y~a:r has whisky be0n brought or drank upon the reservat10 n. It 1s only wh en they v1s1t the towns upon Puget Sound, and the different tribes
that inhabit the shores of Vancouver's Isl:and on the opposite side of the straits of
Juan De Fnca from here, tllat they drink whisky, and then but a few of them ever l>ecome_ intoxi~ated. Ther~ are quite ~ nnmber of th~m that cannot now be persuaded
to drrnk whisky at any tune. Captam ,foh n, one of the best chiefs in the triue who I
~m informed formerly dealt considerauly in whisky, could not now be induced to taste
It. The Indians ,,.,ho live upon Vancouver's Island visit the different villiwes of this
tri_be 9uite f1:equen~ly and sometimes in great numbers-were formerly in tl~e habit of
brrng1~g whisky w1tl! tLern, but we have been so successfnl in destroying it that they
fo?nd 1t more expensive than profitable, and. the past summer have not brought any.
The ~a,lrnlis, as usuaL ha_ve been ".ery busily engaged during the summer catching
and dryrng salmon and halibut for wmter use, and have succeeded in laying up a good
supply.
There i. no road or trail leading from this reservation to any white settlement that
can be tra,·eled on horseback. The Indians recently (since theybave taken the 11otion
to b_uy bor es and cattle) ba.ve asked me to assist them in openirlO' a trail alonO' the
Pacific coast, from this a,gency to tbe Qninaielt reservation, which if done would ~pei;t
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rornmnnication betw<;en this place ancl the Quillehute and Chehalis countries, and enahl, tht• Indian along the coast to bring stock into this coast country, which I have no
don l,t wouhl he a great benefit to them. The di tauce from here to Quiuaielt is about
1:1ixty-tive mile .
Aitlwngh the crops npon the reservation were put in with more care than usual la~t
priug. tb y have not done well. The potato-crop (the one we most depend npon11s
almo t an entire failure. They are affected with the blight, and the tops are all dned
and withered away; tbe potatoes were beginning to rot before they were half growu.
T ,,1 acrt'H of potatoes upon the reservation farm I do not think will yield over three
hundred bushels, aud six acres ,at the agency will not yield over one hundred bushels.
The lndian potatoes a,re also almost an entire failure, ancl they will have to purchase
or do without tlrn coming winter. The Indians are very foml of potatoes 1 and of late
year they have become oue of their chief articles of food. Boiled or roasted potatoes,
dri cl salmon or halibut, and whale-oil make a tlish which is greatly relished by tllem.
Th• farmer eeded about three acres in pease anrl about six in oats and barley. Before
the pea e had matnred the cattle broke into the field a,t. night a.nd rlestroyed them, and
very much in,inred the harley. The oats and barley have been harvested, aml [ we h~ve]
made about ti ve tons of gootl bay. Tbe farmer also seeded four acres more at the farm
in timothy, whicb now looks very well, anrl u ext season will probably prndnce a good
crop of l1ay. I a,lso bad about two acres a.t the agency sowed with timothy-seed.
Thl:'re is but little of this laud that is fit for an~-tbing but grass, and much of it will
not eveu prod11ce that. We have harvested abont twenty tons of hay, and small in
ai11ount a · it may appear, it is the largest crop of hay ever produced npon the re. ervntio11. I ex pect to have fonr acres more sowu in timothy aucl clover aft.er the potatoes
are dug. The g-anleus at tbe a,geucy are very fine, tlrn best I llav1-1 seen in the Territory. "
*
"
"
"
"
*
*
*
In my last a1,nual report I r eferred to the poor and almost worthless qnalityof the land
npou which the reservation farm is lo cated, it being a mere sand-bed, aud recommended
au appropriation of $1,500 for the construction of a dike across the Wa-ach slough, by
which abont five lrnnclred acres of excel lent ticle-la.n<l might be reclai111ed, npou
whil'h a good farm could be mad1-1 with bnt lit.tle labor; also au appropriation of$1,500
for unil<ling a 11ew farm-honse and making otlrnr necessary improvements. I would
invit • yonr attention to that report, and re11ew t,he same recommendation.
l ha.v • b •eu ai,kecl uy the chiefs of this tribe a nnmber of times to urge the Governni •nt to fnrnish them a cbooner, and I suppose there is notbing t,bat these Indian s have
a 1rreater uesir • to po e , or that wunld please r,bem better or be more beneficial to
thl'lll, than a 0 ·ood schoo ner of about fifty tons bnr<leo. They are natnral sailor, and
from infancy spend much of their life npon the water. Tlrny obt~tin nearly all their
resource from t,he sea. '!'be products of the waters about Cape Flattery, which
arnon11t to many thousau l dollars annnall,v, would be lost to the eountl',Y wel'C it not
fo1 th• c foclian ·, as tlJere are perhaps uo ot'.1or people who wonl<l or coultl take their
pla ··sand obtain a support as they do, and besides produce anunally what is worth
thou ands of dollars to the everal intereets of our country. It seems to me that a race
of p(' Oplo lik this, wlJo inhabit a portion of the country wbich, without them, would be
cle, olate and al111ost worthless, should IJe fostered, protected, and cared for, aud, if po si1,le, ·iviliz , (1 a a nrntter of interest, to say uothing of their claim upon onr charity, or
th cr1•11cral goocl tlrnt intellectual anrl moral advancement always produces U[>On soci•ty. From th l ·t of .January to the la t of Ma_y is their sealing sea 011, aud tbe
w •ath 'l' i mn ·It of the time disagree}tble and tormy and the sea ronu:h durirw t,hi
)' riml ·. hnt. when thew •at.her will permit they engage in scaling, rroiiig from ten to
fort~· rnil • frnm land in their cedar canoe on t,he Pacific aftor the fur- eal. This i an
xt, •111ely clan~erou bn. iues , and sometimes they are blown so far out to s •a by a stroncr
a . t ~viud tl1a~ they II ver return. It i , however, very protitable, as they find ready
al · for th ' 1;k111s at from two to ten dollar apiece, and sometimes kill fifteen hundred
~ al in :~ , in.gl<·
a on. Later in the seai,on they go far out to sea in their frail ca,uoe
rn pm !1,1t_of whal s. La, t sulllmer t,hey killed nine wha,les, some of them very large
on•, . Il11. ,1:r nmmn they have as yet ~illed ~uly two. If they bad a good cbooner !t
wo11lcl 1., of .I·? •at advantage to them m sea.hug aud whaling, as they conlrl pnt thetr
1·:u10 • , prov1 ·10n, , au~l wat r on board the schooner ~ind go out to ea among the ea.I
aud whal1•. ancl leanng the chooner, t,bey. in tbeir canoe conld erwarre in ea.ling
t>r ,~·balin 'all ~la~· au<l return to the chooner. at night to ; leep and r°e t, anu r uew
tbP1r ·nppl ' of water and food; and in case of a storm the schooner woultl b a afr
rt'fn~ for th •m. \: i~h a. hoou r th y would be able to remain at sea for many day ,
r <''' ·n W<· k a a. tun', m alrno t p rfect afety, and w uld un<loubt dl · be far mor
ncct· ·fnl in th<,ir p rilon pm nit than they are. I would earne tly r comm ad an
a}lpropriat iou of, ·,;,uo for h · pmpo. f procurincr a schooner for th ns of tbi tribe.
Tb •r • wa on. irl rah I· . i ·kn · in th tribe last ~inter and wany of tue Indian cbilcln:n wcr • allli ·tt•d with th• 111 a I a; but tbrongh the ;umm r the health Im b n
' 11 :rn~I: v ·r · •oocl. In m la ·t annual r p rt I urged the n ce sity of e ·tal.lli bin
' ho. pit; 1 at cab Da~·, wb 1· the old, maimed, and sick might be broutrht from th
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different villages aud have care, food, and medicine, and be under the im~nediate su
pervision of the resident physician, and at least kept from d,ying of starvat10n or utter
neglect. This appears to me to be an actual necessity for the proper care of these
people. I cannot understand why it is that the Government does not care for all Indians alike. ManJ' agencies, I understand, have hospitals, and it seems to be the Indians that are most favorably situated and best able to take care of themselves that
are thus favored, while this tribe, located perhaps in the most unfavorable pai:t of the
United States, in an unproductive country, far remote from any settlement, with very
poor, unhealthy habitations, aud no mill to make lumber with which to constrnct better ones adapted to llealth and comfort, where they can never accumulate much wealth
or provide for their own comfort and welfare as it should be done, are neglected, and
actually many times suffer for the comforts a hospital would afford. Dr. Bryant, the
resident physician, is a very competent officer, and well adapted to the S(WYice. His
salary, $1,200 per annum, in currency, which is equal to about $1,000 in coin, (the prevailing currency on this coast,) is very inadequate, and does not properly compensate
for the services rendered, and, besides, with this meagre salary he is required to furnish all medicines used. Will $1,000 a year properly compensate for the services of a,
physician and pay for all the medicines required in his practice for that time in this
country, where. medicines are very expensive, It certa111ly V1 ill not. Almost any common laborer can go into any saw-mill on P nget Sourid and earn as much per annum. Dr.
Bryant is makin g a sacrifice by l'emaining in rhe service, and should he leave, his place
conld not be easily filled by a competent physician. I would recommend that the salary
for a physician at this ageucy be increased to $1 ,500 per annum, datiug back one year, also
that an appropriation of $1,500 be made for the establishment of ah spital at Neah
Bay, which, with the labor that, could be performed by the present employes, would, I
think, be ample for that purpose, and that an additional appropriation, annually, of
$300 be made to pay for the services of a person to perform the duties of cook and nurse.
I would further recommend that $300 be allowed annually for the purpose of purchasing the necessary medicines for the use of the physician, and that the necessary surgical instruments, such as are furnished for the Army surgeons, be furnished for the use
of the physician upon this reservation, or a sufficient appropriation be made for the
purchase of the same.
·
With r egard to tue school allow meto say the children, nuder the supervision of Rev. C.
H. Hodges, the teacher, are doing finely. * " " The boys, every day that the weather
will permit, are required to perform a portion of labor in the school garden, and t.lie
girls to attend to the domestic duties of the house. On Lord:s day they are thoroughly
washed and dressed, and required to attend religious services. Mr. Hodges in his
spare moments labors in the capacity of missionary on the reservation, looking out for
t~e general interests of the reservatiou morally and spiritually, having religious services at the school-house on Lord's day, and this labor is doue by him gratuitously.
T~e school at present numbers eighteen, and the,y are advancing finely. When the
Indians return from their summer resorts the number of scholars will be increased.
One remarkable feature of tlle school is the regularity of the children in their attenda nce. Mr. Hodges has some scholars that have not missed a day from school since he
has been with them, notwithstanding the numerous" pot,-latches" that are constantly
gorng on among the In~ians during . the summer months. 'fhe proximity of t,he
school-house to the Indian ranches JS a great drawback to the prosperity of the
school. Tbe jcleas and habits formed in school do not harmonize with tlle savage and
?arbarous habits of the Indians; not only this, but many 0f the old Indians are try1~g to persnade the children that education is a detriment to them, as it unfits them
!or the hardy pursuits ?f th~ Indian. The appropriation for the Gupport of the school
1a small. One woman JS obliged to cook and wash for the whole school and do it at
very low wages. We greatly need an assistant teacher and another' cook· and I
w_ould recomme_nd that an appropriation of $600 annually be made to pay for 'the services of an assistan t teacher, and $300 annually to pay for the services of auother
cook.
I~ c?nclusion, I will say that the presen~ emplo_yes upon the reservation are all good
Chnstian men, and are earnestly endc:.wormg to mstruct and elevate the Indians aud
bet~er their condition; and while our efforts have not accomplished whltt we had
d~ ired ,they should. owing to the many difficulties we have bad to contend with, yet•
"~ confiill-l~tly hope that the aggregate good we may have disseminated among them
will result 1n a permanent advancement and a lasting blessing to the wllole triue.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. M. GIBSON,
United States Indian Agent. ·
Hon. R.H. MILROY,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for W,ai'lhington Territory.
7
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65.
SKOKOMISH AGENCY, VF ASHINGTON TERRITORY,

September 23, 1873.
rn: It uecornesmydutyto make my third annual report of the affafrs at this agency
and the ludians belonging to this reservation.
The oeuernl condition of th e Iudians under mv charge is much the same as at the
time ol'111y last report. The year has 1.Jeeu quiet, peaceful, and prosperous. During
tlie mouth of October last I made a distribution of an1rnity goods to such Indi ans under
my charge as came for them. Iu consequence of the great distance that most of the
S'Klallalll · live from the agency, uot balf of that t.ribe came for their goods. L ess than
:five bundrecl in all wen' present at the cbstribution. During the past few weeks I
hav e visited most of the Indian towns of the S'Klallarns. A large proportion of them
live on the soutllern shore of the Straits of Juan de Fnca, in small villages from ten to
twenty miles cbstant from eaeh ot,her. They occupy houses, some of wbich hav e floors
aucl window , aud are as good as many whites inhabit. They subsist by fi shing and
workiug by tl1e day or month for farmers and others. Some have declared their intention to become citizens, aud have taken np claims, and are farming and accurnnlating
propert,y. They seem to be peaceable and industrious; but many of them often go
aero s the straitH, and get liq11or in large quantities, and drink ba<lly. Being so far from
the oversight of auy one, they drink without auy restraint. Others live at the va1·ious
saw-wills on tbe so und and work in them. These are doing well, e~cept that they
connive secretlw to get whisky and drink batlly. I have endeavored to induce them to
come on to the reservation by offering to give them pieces of land of their own to cultivate. They are very slow to take in such an idea, because that, fhst, it removes
them so far from theu old homes. Then there is not a cordial good-feeling between
the111 and tho Twanas, who are in the mnjority on tbe reservatfon. The reservation is
so mall that they can have but small pieees of land, and must be thrown in close proximit y with those tboy do not like, ancl who speak a different language. The11, there is
not a goocl a,n opportuuity to get work near the reservations as there is where tbey now
ar ; and the opport11nities to get and sell fish where they are are far superior to those
n_ear ht'r . The <' reasons all combine to render it difficult to bring them in any con1,1cl >ra,blu numb 'rs on the reservation. They are diminishing in number, a,ud the
mosl, di courngin g ~ atnre in relation to them is that they have scarcely auy childrt•n.
Co1~He(]n •utly, a a nation, wbcu this generation passes away, they will become almost
extrnct.
TL 'l'wnu1;1s, wl10 mostly live on th e r eservation, are improving. They am drinking
l 8 than forn1el'ly, and work more steac1ily. During tl10 past year they have cnt and
sold 2.000,000 feet of saw-logs, which have been s, ,]d for about $10,000. They are beginning to ·lcar up so111e of their lalld, hav e cut considerable ]Hy, and are raising some
potatoe . I have di tributed to them three hundred fruit-trees during the last spring,
which tb 'Y IHtv e s ,t ont on their pi eces of ground.
'l'h, sdiool hnH been teadily gaining. We report this year an attendance of twenty
scholar against firteen last year. Their progress is quite sat,isfactory. During t~e
past snmmer the teacher bas worked wi1.h the boys forenoons, and bad stndy-bours m
th af:t,1·n oous. They have cultivated about four acres of garden, and ~ut and put up
for wrnter u · over forty cords of o-ood, <lry wood.
At th' agency there wa produced on the farm last year 700 bnshels apples, 45 ton
bay, 120 limihels potatoes, l~fi bush els tnrnips, 110 bushels beets, 30 bushels c1nrot , 20
bush 1 par. nips, 2 bn hel pear , and 25 bushels plums. This summer there bas been
macl . a clik t n fret wicl ancl about t"·o foet high, 240 rods long, a rail fence 300 roil
l ~g _a wan•lrnn ·' ~Oby 36 feet, a ·onn cil-house 20 by 40, also other improvements on the
bmlcl1~g8 at th ag •ncy. The crops this year are good and have been well taken
car<' of.
During the arly p_ar of th ummer I made urgent request, that the reservat.ion. ~e
n]argerl hnt tlw w1tbclrnwal of all alteruate sections of l and by the Jortb Pacitic
ailroacl 'olllp, ny forbid such an xt nsion.
ince that time the cnmpany have ]oat <1 tlH·ir t 'l'mi nu , , ta point south of the de ired extension so that it i pre um able,
at 1<':t, t, tba th<' withdraw, l will b rescinded. Should such be tbe case, I earne tly
r (JH • t tha n ·h rxt ' 11 ion b mad .
I \\'Ou~rl c·a11 ;vo'.1r att ntio11 to the following fact : Some ten or twelve year ao-o the
th •11 :u·!m~ np ,1mt nd nt of ~ncliao affairs for thi T erritory, at the urg~nt re<J_ue t of
tb,• Incl 1: 11.·, cl,, ·H1('(] npon ndclmg to tb r ervation a half-section of land which w
a <Iona io11- laim f . . Fi h r. Th place and i mprovemcnts were apprai ed and
l!C' appr. i rmcnt forward d to, a hington. The place wa' then turn d ov r to ~he
, g1:nt, an<I n. r<l fo1· tlw h n fit of tl1e In,1in.n s a a part of the reservation. A portion
>f 1t wa 11. Nl hy tlwm a. a bur i n~-gronnd for their dead. At that time the laucl wa
all 1111 ur\'I•~ t•c1, '.> that no tit] c·onl<l h g1v n, a fr. Fi ber had non . A n ar a I
·an 1 •arn, uo not1 · • wn ever taktm of the apprai ement, and Mr. Fisher has n ver re-
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ceived a cent for his place. During the past summer the land has been surveyed, _a~d
turns out to be on a railroad section. .Mr. Fisher bad, however, completed the reqms1te
four years' residence, and is entitled to a patent ahead of the railroad_ co1:Ilpany. ~ ere
he now paid what he should have been years ago, he could complete lns title and g1~e a
good deed to the Department, aud this would secure this tract of land ~o the Iud13:ns
and also be an act of justice to the former owner. I recommend that ~his matter bo investigated, and such action taken as will mete out justice to both part,ies, and secure to
them their just rights. •
.
.
In conclusion, I would say that the moral advancement of the Indrnm, b~re 1s truly
gratifying. The new council-house, which bas ?een _recently erected and 1~ al_s? nsed
for a church, is filled every Sabbath wit,h attentive listeners to the Word of Life, and
the seeds of truth thus sown seem to be takinO' root. We are gratified also. that the
reservation is so soon to be sub-divided into s~a11 lots and assigned to the Indians in
severalty. I believe this will be followed by marked improvement.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
EDWIN EELLS.
Unitecl States In<lian .Agent, Washington Territory.
.
Gen. R.H. MrLROY,
Superintenclent Inclian Affairs, Olyrnpia, Wash.

c•
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QUINAIELT INDIAN AGENCY, WASHINGTON 'I'EHRJTORY,

Septembe1· 1, 1873.
Sm: I have the honor imbmit my annual report of the condition of this agency
during the past year. The condition of these Indians has improved Un many respects.
I have endeavored by every means in my power to awaken a desire upon their pa.rt to
improve, but have succeeded _o nly to a, limite<l extent. Some fow of them have cleared
small pieces of laud, and planted potatoes and other vegetables.
The land is all of a nature that requires much time and labor to bring into a state
available for farming purposes. The upland is covered wit.ha hea vy growth of spruce,
hemlock, and cedar, of poor quality, and the river bottom, which is narrow, and subject to overflow in winter, is covered with spruce, viue 1 maple, and crab-applt.
When we take into consideration the fact that nature has surrounded these people
with an abundance of game, such as elk, deer, an<l bear, and that the river abounds
in salmon of the finest qnality; it is not to l>e wondered at t-hat they prefer to obtaiu a
support from the river and forest, as was done by their fathers, to going- into the dense
forests by which they are surrounded to cle:tr a farm. For these reasons, I am of the
opinion that they will depend principally upon fishing asa means of obtaining a living.
Having in view tbe en largement of this reservation, as recommended by you in your
report for 1872, which is entirely too small for the support of the number of Imlians
included under this treaty, and to inform myself as to the character of the conn1,ry,
iu company with Lieut. S. R. Jones, United States Army, and a party of Indians to
manage the cauoe, we went from the agency np the river to QuiuaiPlt Lake, some
fifty miles distant, the river being very crooked, an<l difficult to ascend on account of
rapidt;.
The country along the river is gennally unproductive, although there are small
tracts of land in the bottoms which would produce well if cleared. The lake is a
beautiful sheet of water, clear aud deep, so deep that at the distance of a quarter of a
mile from shore we were unable to find the bottom with 300 feet of line. It is surrounded by high mountains, upon some of which snow rewaius the year round. The
extent of the.lake is about three miles in wiuth by five in lenO'th lyiuir in a 11ortheasterly and southwesterly direction th e longest ,vay. From tlrn ~est ~ide we went
or~t int~ the country to see a prairie_, which our guide informed us lay about t,hree
mile distant. The country over which we passed is worthless being notbino- more
than _a deposit of sand and grnve1. When we found the reported prairie it prove71 to lie
notbrng more than :m old bnrn, covered with gravel, unfit for farrninO' and affordinir
little crrass, showing signs of having been occnpiecl l.,y elk and d eer. vV~ were informecl
by our guide tbatit was abont one day's journey to the Qneets River north from where
we were, across :1 range of mountains in sight, which he saicl was th~ divide. From the
character of the conntry and t,he elevation we h,1d attained I think the Queets River
would be reached about fifty miles from its mouth.
'
Knowing what I do of the country, I respectfully ask that the reserve be enlaro-ecl
as recommended by yon, inclucling the Queets River on the north, the Quinaielt
Lak on th east, thence from the southern extremity of said lake to the south line of
the reserve as it is. This will furnish the Inuians with good linnting and fishing
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gronnd al o enough agricultural land for their use, and would be satisfactory to
tb m.
Th number of Indians included in this treaty, as taken at the distribution of annuitie ' 011 year ince, is as follows: Males, 248; females, 306; total, 554. Number of
deaths on tbe re rve, o far as I am able to learn, 9; births, 10. As not more than
one-fourth of the Indians under treaty reside on the reserve, and with the above figure · a a gnide, it is safe to presume that the total number is not materially changed.
I woulcl re pectfnlly call your attent.ion to the fact that thi~ agency is poorly suppli cl with medicine , I having rece.ived no money for that purpose. The physician
cannot rea onably be expectecl to furnish medicines for more than five hundred Indians
out of hi aJary of$1,000 per annum anrl have much for his Aervices. I think this difficulty can be remedied when it is understood. The present appropriation for employes,
anu a" pby iCian wbo shall furnish medicine for the sick," is $4,100. Of this it requires
for pay of phy. ician, $1,000; three employes at $900 per annum each, and a herder at
'250; total,, 3,950-leaving a l1alance of $150 unexpended of the employes' fund. I
would re pectfolly ask that $150 be added to the salary of the physician for the purcha e of medicines; and if a small amount could be appropriated for the purchase of
surgical in ·trnments and hospital supplies it would greatly aid in the work of civilizi,w and Cl1ri tianizing the Inuians. The physician is a faithfnl and competent officer,
and very t1cces fnl in the treatment of complaints incident to this coast, and I am
confidout the additional $150 would be used for the purpose intended. I respectfully
refer you to his accompanying report.
Tl1e farming operations at this agency are not large. We have about eighteen acres
partly cleared as an agency farm ; have slashed three acres this year, which is ready to
burn, and have eeded ten acres to timothy, which in another year will yield a large
arnonnt of hay. The amonnt of hay cut this year is about five tons. At present we
have a prospect of a good crop of potatoes and turuips for winter use. 'l'µe garden at
the agency has fnrui hed plenty of vegetables for summer use. Some of the Indians
hav cnt small amounts of bay, and have potatoes which look well at this time. If
onr 1)0tato crop is not injured by the" potato rot," which has made its appearance on
this coa t, there will be plenty for agency use.
A dillicnlty occmTed at this agency early in the spring, which came near proving seriou . Tb Indians became in solent, and upon my attempting to arrest two of them
for disob dicnce of orders, and inciting others to resist my authority, they were taken
awa,y from me l>_y snperior force, and I was compelled to call upon the military for aid.
Tl.le prompt and efficient service rendered by the detachment of 23 men under First
Lieut. '. H. Jones enabled me to arrest the offending Indians and punish them, which
I wa unal>Jc to do with the forcA of employes I bad without resorting to the use of
fire-arm , which I did not feel justified in doing.
Th cru 1 ftnd barbarous cnstom of flattening the heads of their children is still practic ,(1 by 01110 of the Indian belonging to this re. ervation. It was my endeavoring to,
and sue ·e 'clin g iu, taking a cbilrl out of the" press" that brought on the trouble. " *
Th child i, kept iu this preRs from three to five hours each day until the head
ai; nme8 tbo required sliapo. It is a crnel and barbarous practice, aud if it cannot be
prev ntrcl by puaceable means it should be done by force.
For information concerning tho sch ,ol I refer you to the report of the teacher. The
In11ia_n~ <lo not i;_upport tbu school as they should. They are so entir ly bound ~y sup •r t1t1011 a,LI(l ignorance tha,t altl.Jough I bave endeavored, by all the means m my
pow ·r, ro 1 ·acl them from clarkn s to light, I have met with poor sur.cess. A per on
who •xi.wet to acc~mpli ~h ~b work of euligbtening and civilizing a people who_ for
g<'n_t~rat1ons h.avo lived rn JCTUOrance aud snp rstition will be disappointed.
till, I
h •l1cvP a con81 tent and patient conrse of <I aling with them will meet with its reward,
a.nil that n111 ·h ~oo~l can be atcompli bed among the yonng, if not the old.
The ag1·11c.v b11L!chn•~s have b 1·11 whitewa I.J cl and cleansed antl put in rroocl repair for
the \:inter. Th· Inclia11s are also l,1• •oming more cleanly in their habits, ;ud appreciat
·011itortahlo h~u . '. aud good. provi ion . I have kept them supplied with oap in
al,1111da11ur. _as 1t _can alway. be n rl to good advantage by them. From experience in
tr:rn · portatlOII o{ a 1•cncy-goocl. , whi ·b i clone with cattle over a di tance of thirty
1111le-; on thu OCI': 11 beach, 1 am Ha.ti. lied tbat much time can be saved by the t am t r
em_plo.,:l'd at t Ill' ag ·u ·y h.v having a faster team. I have, therefore, purchased a o-ood
p:ur ot 11111l1:. an<l a wa_go11 nitahl for that purpo .
I lian th1· honor to iorwanl stat i tic of ducatiou and farmino- with reports of emplo.,·o .
b
Thanking you for th ·onrt ou. tr atni ut received, officially and per onally,
I a111 v •r' n•.· p ·tfolly, y nr obedient servant,
G. A. HE RY,
'tll.

I . Tl. ~I U,HOY,
'11ptri11le11cle11t Inclian Affairs, Washington Terl'ilo1·y.

ub-Indian ..dge11t.

681

INDIAN AFFAIRS.
67.
OFFICE OF

Y AKAMA INDIAN AGENCY,

Fort Simcoe, Wash., August 26, 1878.
Sm: In accordance with instructions of the Department I have the honor to submit
my annual repor~ for the.fiscal year 1R73. .
.
. ,
During the strife the Department had with the Modocs, the m~ab1tants east _of the
Cascade Mountains, many of them believed we w~re _to hav_e serrnus trouble with Indians belonging to this treaty. Reports were put m circulat1011 that t'vYO tho\1san~l In~
dians armed and well fortified had gathered at White Bluffs, on the Columbia River,
and ~ere about to break out o~ the settlements. Quite a number of the white families
left the country; others weut into fortifications and applied to the,Govern_ment for arms
to protect themselves during the approaching struggle. I took five 1ndians :fro1:1 the
agency and visited these places of reported danger, and fou1;1d nothm_g that 1_nd1cated
hostility on the part of the Indians. I did :find that a class of urespons1ble whites were
quite anxious to have a war, that the treaty might be broken up and the land of the
reservation opened for white settlements. I am pleased to be able to report th_at our
Indians durinO' the war with the Modocs evinced the most perfect agreement with the
Department. Such was their zeal for the right, I believe I could have raised five hundred men in a day that would have marched to the hottest part of the battle.
The difficulty said to exist on Snake River was reported to the Department on my
return. (See said report.)
There has been no year since the making of the treaty with this nation
Indians
when they have been so universally well disposed toward the whttes. Little difficulties
have arisen between the whites and Indians on the border of the reservation, but I
have been prompt to go to the place of difficulty and have the parties together, and
thus settle the matter. I have almost universally found the whites were first in th~
transgression.

of

FARMING.

Our farming interest bas increased, over last year, among the Indians in inclosing and

cultivating land at least one-fourth.

·
MILLS.

In my last report I asked the Department to permit me to purchase and erect a steam
saw-mill, without any additional appropriation of money for such purchase and erection, which permission was given. I have the pleasure to report that said mill has
been purchased, transported to the agency and erected, and is in good running order,
capable of making 10,000 feet of lumber in twelve hours, or as much in one day as our
water-mill woulu make in twelve.
The Indians are prnch encouraged with the expectation of making improvements in
building houses, barns, and fencing their land with permanent fences. In the trans~
portation and erection of said mill the Indians ha,ve rendered valuable service without
pay. The cost of the mill in running order is a little over $4,000, and is worth, at
least, $7,000. The water and steam mills can be used to good advantage, being sixteen
miles apart, and accommodating different parts of the agency.
The grist-mill has been repaired the past year at an expense of about $100, and is
now in good running condition.
The schools at the agency have been in operation for ten months of the year and
have done well. (See report of superintendent of instruction.)
Their sanitary condition was never as good as at this time. The skill and untiring
att~ntion given to this department hy pr. Kuykendall is universally approved by the
Indians and employes of the agency. There has not been money enough appropriated
for the pt~r~hase_of medicines. (See ph~sician's report herewith remitted.)
The rel1g10ns mterests of t!Je agency 1s not the least of any and all interests here
represented. There is a steady coming up in character and stability of right action
that merit.El the approval of all who observe the chano-e.
0
Iu conclnsion I wish to call the attention of the Department to that part of my
~epo~rt of la~t year to the money due this ag_en~y from the late Superintendent Waterman,
7 ~ilO. This mo_n ey should have been_ paid rn December, 1866. No good reason can be
assigned why th1s _money. should be withheld from this agency. Also, I observed that
there was ap~ropnated $ 1,000 of school money over former years, which money has
not bee~ re?e1ved. Please call the attention of the Department to this money matter,
that with 1t we may enlarge our schools and increase the general interests of the
agency .
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
JAMES H. WILLBN,
United States Indian Agent, Washington Territory.
General R. H. MILROY,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, Washington Territo1·y.
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OFFICE YAKAMA INDIAN AGENCY,

li'ort Simcoe, W-ash., September 1, 1873.
ince the date of the foregoing report, and before mailing it, I have received a copy
of a letter from the honorablu Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated June 13, 1873,
addres ed to Charles Ewing, esq., Washington, D. C., which letter was written in answer to the request of the Roman Catholic bishop of Nisqually for permission to build
a church and re idence for a Catholic priest within the jurisdiction of both the Yakama.
and the ez Perce Indian agencies. and states that the honorable Secretary of the Interior ha<l· given permission to the Catholic authorities to erect such buildings.
In response to the very surprising information contained in this letter, I beg leave to
submit the following considerations:
1st. The two reservations referred to have been assigned by the President, under the
new Christian policy, to two Protestant denominations--that of the Nez Perces to the
Presbyterian Church, and that of the Yakama Nation to the Methodist, with the expectation on the part of all Protestant Christians that, so far as the religious instruction of these tribes are concerned, those respective churches wern to have entire
juri diction without the interference of other denominations, most of all without the
interference of the Catholic priesthood.
2d. In the case of reservations assigned under the new policy to the Catholic Church,
as at Tulalip, under tbe Point Elliot treaty, where a Catholic priest is now the agent,
and where the same priest has been many years the teacher, and where the whole machinery of the Catholic Church, including a school for girls, under the Sisters of Charity,
bas been long in operation; no denomination of the Protestant Church has ever attempted to interfere. It has been conceded on all hands that Father Chirouse bad entire
jurisdiction of the religions inst,rnction of all the Indians under that treaty, and that it
would be unlawful and improper under the present Indian policy of the Government.
o good results could follow from instructions that would contradict the teachings of
the lawfully con tituted authority of the agency. Such contradiction would only
confu tho minds of the heathen tribes, and weaken their confidence in Christianity
altoCTethor.
3. o far as the Yakama Nation is concerned, an<l I believe the same is true of the Nez
Perccs Indiaus, the steady, uniform, persistent policy of the Catholic priesthood is 7!-0W
and always has been, to contradict the instructions of the Protestant teachers, to defeat
tb ir influence, and drive from the mind of the Indians all confidence in their honesty,·
and all inspired purpose of thrift and progress.
*
*
*
"
4. T en~ourago, within the lawful jurisdiction of an Indian agent, an element of
pow rand mfluence that is utterly hostile to all the endeavors of tbe coustitnted authority, must neces arily prove disastrous to the success of all attempts at true Christian
pro<Yr s not only, but it mu t prove disastrous to the peace of the reservation, and to
tho afety of the lives of the resident employes.
.
I~ ~ccomes my co_nscientiou clnty, theroforo, to remonstrate in the most cistinct and
po 1_t1vc terms agamst an order that I know to be fatal to every true interest of the
Inch~LTI- of n:1Y ag-ency 1 and a violation of tbe precedents and the policy of the Chri tiau
adn11n1 trntion of Indian affairs.
R p ctfully submitted.
JAMES H. WILLEM,
United States Indian .Agent, Wash. Ter.
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include their fisheries; t,hirdly, there are no root-grounds o!1 that side of the river,. and
an insufficiency of farming-land whereby they c~uld subsist_ themse!ves by agrrn~1lture. Until such time as they may be able to cultivate.the s~nl, the different _fisheries
and root-grounds now frequented by them must be thei_r marn source of subsistence:
As to whether or not their objections to the reserYatwn are well fouqded, you will
be able to decide from your recent careful and patient exami°:ation.. For ~yself I am
free to say that I deem the reservation, as now defined, ~ntnely msufficient f?r the
number of Indians belonafoO' to this aa-ency, and would give my reasons more m detail did I not know that y~u ~re now thgroughly acquainted with it1 and in your report
will set forth its merits and demerits more forcibly than I can possibly do.
At the council held hero on the 11th and 12th of August, by General Shanks and
yonrself, the Indians renewed their objections to the r_eservation, a!1d asked ~bat_ Colville Valley be given them for a reserve. The propriety of accedi_ng to then· wis~es
in that respect is now the all-important question, both to the Indi:=i,ns and the ~hite
settlers of the valley, which I hope win be eventually settle~ to then mut_ual satisfaction. For many reasons, which I shall soon make the ·snbJect of a spemal report, I
would earnestly recommend tha,t a commission h e appointed to assess the value of the
property of the white settlers of this valley, with a view of its being set apart as an
In~lian reserve.
The unsettled question of the location of this agency, the want of agency-buildings,
and the insufficiency of means at my disposal, have seriously impeded the anticipated
advancement of the Indians nuder my charge; yet, under your directions, much bas been
done for their advancement. A <lay-school for Indi:w children was organized January
1, 1873, and placed under the instruction of Father Tosi, at St. Frances Regis Mission,
ill Colville Valley. The average attendance was forty-five. The progress made much
exceeded my expectation. The children generally manifested a desire to learn, and
I<'ather Tosi and bis assist,ant "·ere zealous and untiring in their efforts. The school
was discontinued March 31 by reason of the annual visit of the Indians and their families to the root-grounds. I would state in this connection that I ba,ve recently established a boarding and industrir.J school, as directed by yourself, and placed the same in
charge of Sisters of Charity, the Catholic .Fathers having kindly proffered the necessary buildings for temporary nse of the school. The school has not been sufficiently
long in operation to TTarrant extended remarks; yet, from present iudicat,ions, I am
sanguine of its ultimate success.
Much <liffienlty bas been experienced in inducing thE>-ln<lians to agricultural pursuits.
They are unwilling to inclose farms while the possibility of their being at any day
~·emoved from them exists. And further, I have been unable to provide with proper
implements and seed all who are disposed to farm; uotwit,bstand ing, some advancement
in tliis particular bas been made; between three and four thousand bushels of wheat
have been harvested, and from fifteen hundred to two thousand bushels of potatoes
have been cultivated, besides sufficient hay to subsist their horses and cattle during the
winter. They have also cut and corded about five hundred cords of wood, for which
they have received one dollar and fifty cents per cord.
The Indians of this agency, with the exception of the San Poels, are peaceable and
~ell-disposed, and have made considerable advaucement in Christianity and civilization. There are <1,uite a number of thrift,y and intelligent farmers among them, and
they show more drnposition to work and make their living by the arts of civilized life
thau any Indians I have met with on this coast during a residence of more than twenty
years. T~e Colvilles h~ve this year built for themselves a large church of hewn logs,
cap_al>le of . accommodatrng nearly a tlrousa,n d persons, ancl they take much pride in
their band1work. The San Poel Indians have a religion of their own and are under
the influence of men called dreamers. Although never in open hostilit~ to the whites
the.y liave neYer been disposed to cultivate friendly relatioQs with them, and have uni~
fo~mly refused to :1,ccept present~ from the G?vernment agents, or bold any intercourse
wrtlJ tLem. The wants of the sick and destitute have been as liberally administered
to as the limitecl means at my disposal would allow.
·
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. SIMNS,
Special Inclian Agent.
General R.H. MILH.OY,
Superintendent Inditin .dffairs, Ol.lJmpiaJ Wash. Ter.

69.
PUYALLUP INDIAN RESERVATION, WASH. '_rER.,

October 1, 1873.
, m: I h_ave the b?nor to tr3'.nsmit ~bis, my third annual report.
TIJe_Ind rans on t_h1_s :~serv3'.tion dunng the past ~:ea.r. have _mad e considerable progr
10th~ arts of civ1hzed life. They have been farmmg quite extensively, with fair
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i lcl., exc pt the potato-crop, which is almost an entire failure. The loss of this crop
will go bard with th •m, as the potato is their main vegetable. They have an abundanc f bav for their stock and the most of it very well housed.
Farming on this re ervation has never been carried on as extensively as it should
bav b eu, considering the large amount of really good farming land. I have rep atcdly urg d upon them the advantages of large fields well fenced and properly cultivat d. Tbey have iuvariably answered by saying that if their reservation was surv y c1 o that ach Indian could have bis piece of land they would then feel like going
to work in earnest and clear up their land and farm like white men. Now that the
l' ervatiou i being urveyed and a prospect, that each Indian or family will have a.
portion of land set apart for them, I have strong faith that they will be better satisfied
and more indu trious than heretofore; and I am confident that many of them will
make ncce sful farmers and good citizens. Their constant theme of conversation for
the pa.-t y ar ha been the survey of their reservation, and now that jt is a bout being
con nmmated they are making arrangements for building good houses, clearing and
fencing large field , and in fact begin farming in earnest.
Tb c n, us taken on the 7th of September shows a population of five hundred and
seventy- eveu persons, being an increase of one hundred and twenty-seven in the past
two years.
For waut of suitable school-buildings and proper appliances the school for the past
year has not been very successful, but now that a large and substantial boardingschool building is nearly finished and in a very desirable place, with plenty of good
land for a cbool-farlJl, and the Rev. G. W. Sloan as teacher, I feel confident of a good
showing in the future. In view of the fact that theemployes' buildings on this reservation are situatecl on low :flat land, subject to frequent overflow in the winter, and the
fact that they are old, rotten, and entirely unfit to be inbabite<l, I would recommend
an appropriation sufficiently large to pnt up new buildings on the site selected for
that purpose adjoining the new school-house.
The health of the Indians on this reservation during the past year has been generally good. For further account of their sanitary condition I will refer you to the report of the resident physician herewith in closed. I would also respectfully refer you
to tho recom::nendation contained in his report. In the physician's opinion as to the
neces ity of a hospital I fully concur.
The number oflndians (including the Nisquallies) that look to this physician for treatment i between seven and eight hundred. In view of this fact I would respectfully
recomm nd that medicines be furnished by the Department for this reservation.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BYRON BARLOW,
Farmer in chm·ge Puyallup Reservation.
Gen. R. JI. MILROY,
uperintendent Indian Affa'i?·s, Washington Territory.

70.
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'm: I submit to you my report for the year of 1873. We have this year built a
b arding-h u for the Indian . chool, 28 by 46 feet;
*
"
"
"
*
barn for hay, 35 by 45 feet; built an office for the doctor, 12 by 14
t ; 22 de k for chool and 40 beuches for same, and a black-board; made 12 large
ga!es :~1d, mall r !mes; made 25 rodi, of picketfence around yard and o-arden; also,
bml 2J0 rods of ra1l-fenc , grubbed and broke 25 acres of new ground for Governn1 II t.

*

*

*

;,

"

*

*

. Tho Inclian ot thi r ervation are well plea ed with the fruits of their labor. There
1 not a mor moral and industrious tribe of Indians in Washington Territory.
*

*

lf

,.

*

*

..
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There is a very large <lrift or jam in the Ch~halis R~ver, on the ~es~rvation; if n~t
removed in a short time will ruin the reservat10n. It is now one nnle m leng~h, and is
increasidg every year. Will cost $10,000 to $15,000 to remove. I close th1.s report
hoping the Gover1;1ment will grant o~! little wants. There can b.e a ~c~ool bmlt up on
this reservation of 50 to 60 scholars if we had the necessary app10pnat10n.
Respectfully, yours,
DAVID SIRES,
Farmet· in charge Chehalis reservation.
The SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington Territory.

71.

UMATILLA [NDIAN AGENCY, OREGON,
Septembet· 4, 1873.
Sm: I have the honor to submit this my third annual report as agent for the WallaWalla, Cayuse, and Umatilla tribes of ln?ians..
.
. .
.
These Iudians, once powerful and warlike tnbe~, mhab1trng a large scope_of country
in Eastern Oregon and Washington, have 110w d wrndled down ~o a C01;fiparat1vely small
remnaut of th eir former strength. I have endeavored several times sn~c~ I took ~harge
of this a(l'encv
to ,ret a correct census of them, but have as yet found 1t 1mpract1cable,
0
owin(l' to the 'fac1,that, in accordance with their treaty-rights, there are always more
or le~s of them absent from the reservation, in the mountains and at the fislieries,
hunting, digging roots,_gathering be~ries, and ~s~ing. I. will endeavor again this
winter when t,he snow m the monntams renders 1t unpractrnable for them to leave, to
make ~n actual count. 'fhe census taken nearly three years ago by my predecessor, I
believe to l>e as correct as it could be taken at that time, and which he reports as follows viz:
Men. \ Women. Boys. Girls. Total.
Walla-Wallas_. - - .....
Cayuses ______ ........
Umatillas .....•. ----.

57
95
92

87
140
144

213
57
41

Tota,l ....•.....

244

371

126

29
42
25

201
334
302

96

837

--- - - -

Homli, chief.
Howlish Wampo, chief.
W enap Snoot, chief.

This numbe11 1 I think, is now too high. One great, difficulty in enumerating these
people ex ists iu th e fact tha,t a portion of the Indians belonging to these tril,es still
remain on the Columbia River, and some of tlrnse occasionally come on the reservation
and profess to bave come to remain; they will stay a short time and then leave again
for the Columbia.
During the past yea,r considerable improvements have been made by the Indians ;
better fences have ueeu built, and some new farms opened, though much more improvement would have been made if we had an adequate supply of lumber. As it is, the
saw-mill erect,ed by one of my predecessor-sis at such a distao.ce from timber as to be
almost usbles:,,. I called att,ention to this in my last a,nnual report, and in that report
asked th ,Lt permis~ion be given to me to remove the mill to a point farther up the
river, nearer the timber. And I also asked that an appropriation of $1,000 be made for
that ptupose. I beg leave, respectfully, to again call your attention to the matter. Logs
ltave no,v to l>e hanled ,L distance of from ten to twelYe miles over a mountain-road,
and as there is no team at the agency belongiug to the departrne)lt with which to haul
logs, and I had no fonds whatever to purchase any, I have furnished my own team of
oxen to haul what logs lrnve been hauled dnring the past year, and by this means I
have been enabled to ·get a small amount of lumber. This I have done without rnakin(l' any charge to the Government. Had I not done this~ would not have had any
lumber at a ll, eveu enough to make a coffin to give a decent burial to any of these poot
people who died during the year.
I stater! above that I had no fonds whatever to purchase teams. Of ·the appropriation of , 1,000 per annum for beneficial objects not one single dollar of that furJd has
ueen tnnwcl over to me i,in r e September, 1871; and of the appropriation for incidental
expense. o~ 40,000 per annum for the Indian serv ice in this State, only $200 of that
approprmt,10n has been turned over to me during the same period of two years.
I would also beg leave to call your attention to that portion of my last annual re-
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port wher in I called the attention of the Department to the unfolfillec1 stipulations of
the reaty of Jnnt, 9, 1855, with these Indians, and particularly to the fonrth article of
said tr ah, which provides a follows: "Art. 4. In addition to t.he considemtion above
sp citi cl th Uuite<l i,ates agree to erect, at suitable points on t,he reservation, one
saw-mill and one :lilouring-mill, a building suitable for a hospital, two school-houses,
one blacksmith shop, one carpenter and joiner shop, one cl welling for each two miller, one farmer and one superintendent of farming operations, two school-teachers,
one blacksmith, one wagon and plow maker, one carpenter and joiner, to each of which
the .neces ary out-buildings."
Of tbe stipnlations provided in this article, all tha t has ever been clone by the Government is the erection of the saw and flouring mills. The other buildings for the
agent and employes were temporary cabins erected in 1860, madA of cottonwood poles,
and althongh these have been temporarily repaired every year, LopiI]g that the Government would make an appropriation to fulfill the solemn stipulations of the treaty,
they are now almost completely rotten, and are liable to fall down at any moment. I
<lo not th iuk that it is right or just to take the money b elongiug to the Indians, and
which is approp riated to carry out the other stipulations of the treaty, to do the work
which the Government agreed to do. I trust, therefore, that the appropriation which
I a keel for in my last annual report, viz:
For necessary buildings for agent and ernployes, and erecting a building for
ho pit al. .. _.... __ ...... _.... __ .............. __ ... _....... ___ ....... _..... $8, 000
For manual-labor school, and furnishing same .. ___ .. ___ ..... __ ... __ ..... ___ . 3,000
For I'elllOval of saw-mill ... -·· ..... ··- .... ·--- ··• ... --· ... --·--···-·· .. -- .. .. 1, ooo·
may be made by next Congress. This is a small amount, but it would go a gn~at way
toward carrying out the beneficent purposes of the Government.
I have not received any instructions from Washington since the abolition of the superintendency, but as soon as I was notified officially by: the late superintendent, T. B.
Ocleneal, esq., that such was the fact, I deemed it my duty to forwarcl a reqnisitiou for
funds direct to your office, which I tru st may be forwarded as early as practicable, to
enable mo to obtain sucli snpplies a;s may be necessary before winter sets in and navigation ou the Columbia River closes, wllich it usually does by the first week in Decemuer.
Although during the past year there has been great excitement all over the country
in con quc11cc of the difficulties with the Modocs, and the white settlPrs in all portion of Eastern Oregon were forming military companies for their d efe nse, these Iudian w re always peaceable and quiet, and carefully avoided by word or action giving any cause of offen se. Th ere was also great excitement exist.iug among the citizens in t his vicinity, particularly in La Grande, dnriug the summer, in conseqnence of
the G vernm nt giving the Wal-low-wa Valley to the Indians. And a man y of the
Indian f tllo reservation go every year to hunt, fish, and dig roots in that vicinity,
I deemed it necessary to go with them, taking with me the interpreter, and it wa8 only
with great effort that difficulty was avoided, as many of the settlers were disposed
to pr v nt the Indians from goiDg there at all.
1'h Indians this year have raised a large amount of grain and vegetables, although
a goocl cl a l in some portion of the reservation was partially destro,v8cl by the crickets and crras boppers, and with what fish and game they have caught, anc1 the roots
and b rri . th y have gathered, they will have ample, I think, to snbsist them comfortably <luring the comin g winter, with the exception of a few poor old and rlecrepit
Iu<1ia11. wlto will require ome assistance, wbich I shall be able to give tbom from the
prnrlu ·t. of th· agency-farm.
' I1 h alth of th Indiaus during the past year has been generally good, although
dul'!ng th winter there wn consicleraule sickness ancl a good mau,v death , a the
Inthan. mo tly live along the streams, v.'hich <l11rin0' the spring of the year rise to a
on icl •ra.bl b~>ight, :incl wh u the waters reoedo leavt, the ground wot anrl ma.r by,
na.tu~al\ ' ·u.n.· 111g a Jar, amount of i11ten11itteot fever, which r e nder g-iving them
p ru11 · 1011 tog off to the mountains <lnring the summer a sanitary nflce ity.
It pl a . m ~nnch to a,y that during the year there has been little clrnnkenn e s
amor_
1g_tb : • Iu~han_s; a~tbongh it js perhaps impossible entirely to pr vent them from
ol>ta.m1u~ mto.· 1·attu '.' liq nor , y t tbo::;e engaged iu the vile traffic have fonn<l ontman, of th _m o heir orrow-tllat it i a perilon lmsinesa. I have, ince I took
·bar of tb1. ag u ·~·,can. eel tb ane t. of ten per,,ons for this crime, all of whom
~- •r · h eld to an_ w r b for tu
nitecl tat district court for Oregon , and icrht <>f
t~,,m W <' l't' onv1:t d ~ind , ot nc cl to variou term of imprisonment; one forfoited
~11. h ,ml. an_
d 1 ft he~ notr ·,_and only one caped through the grnud jury not findin ~ a true lull.
ucl 10 ad<l1t1on to tbi number several were convicted at \Va.Ha" all: \
h. fi r
Iling liqnor t tb · Indians, and two are now awaitiug trial at
!h •_n_.. ·~m of conrt. I alll gr at ly ind bt cl to the a i tanca of the nited tat
JUch ·1al ollic •1 I., th of thi ' tate au<l the first judicial di trict of Wa hingtou Terri-
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tory, for the prompt manner in which they have constantly aided me in my efforts to
pu11ish those guilty of this offense.
.
.
I have continually uro-ell upon these Indians the benefits that would mu_r~ to them
if they would let some oi their young men work in t~e sho~s and at the mills; and
although some of the old men see the necessity of thell' so d?mg, they have no control
over their children ; and I have not yet been able to get a smgle one to come._ I have
promised to board and clot,he them, and as soon as t~ey are capable of earm_ng anythi □ g to pay them liberally for their work. I ha_ve pomted out to the_m that ~n a few
more years their treaty )Vill expire, ~nd there will be D? more mechamcs or millers_ to
do their work for them; but they will not heed the adv:ce.
.
.
I have several times reported to the Department t.he dd'ficulties attend mg the proper
control of the Indians of this reservation in consequence of the large number of vagabond Indians on the Columbia River; and I -am glad to find that H?n. E_. C. Ke~ble
United States inspector, who visit,ed this agency last montb, bas received rnstruct10ns'
to make some arrangements with those Indians. I understand that he has called
them together to meet in council about the middle of this month.
The day-school at this agency, under the general supervisio~ of Reveren~ F~ther
G. A. Verrueersch, who has been ably assisted l)y Mr. Thomas Tierney and Miss .1.vf. C.
Cornoyer, has been carried on during the entire year, with the exception of oue ~eek's
vacation at Christmas and a few weeks during the extremely hot weather rn the
month of August. There bas been an average a,ttendance of 26, viz: 16 boys a11d 10
girls. Many of the children are able to read, write, and cipher as well as most white
children of their age. The girls have made great advancement in sewing and knitting;
nearly all the clothing that I have been a l>le to give the scholars has been made up by
the girls in the school, and they have knit a great many pairs of socks and stockings,
both for themselves and their parents. The fact that I have had no annuity funds in
my hands for the past two years, has prevented me from clothing the children as well
as I could wish. Many of the children of a proper age to go to school live at a long
distance from the school-house, rendering it impracticable for them to attend until we
are prepared to board and lodge them; but I trust that an appropriation will soon be
made for a manual-labor school; when this is done I think we will have a large increase in the number of scholars.
The divine services on Snn<l.ay are well attended, not only by the members of the
church, but by many who are not, and a more orderly congregation cannot be found
in the United States, or one which appears to take more interest in the matters which
pertain to their eternal salvation. During the early part of last month the Right
Reverend A. M. Blanchet, bishop of Nisqually, visited this agency and administered
the holy sacrament of confirmation to over twenty Indians and several whites who
availed themselves of the visit of the bishop to receive that holy rite at the same time.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. A. CORNOYER,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. EDWARD P. SMITH,
Cornrnissioner of Inclian Affairs, Wasltington, D. C.

72.
WARM SPRINGS AGENCY, Septemb&r 1, 1873.
Sm: In compliance with the regulations of the Indian DepaL·tment service, I have
the honor to submit the following as my annual report for the time intervening between
t he date , f my last report and September 1, 1873:
I have not been able to make a new census during the year, but presume that the
tleatbs and births are about the sa.me, and the census of last year will therefore apply
to this, making, in all, the number of Indians belonging to this reservation 626.
About thirty-nine of this number are absent without leave. They left th'e reservation while under charge of my pre<l.ecessor. They were induced to do so by the influence of bacl men; and also they are believers in a superstition known as the Sruobollah.
This religion, if such it ~ay be called, is believed by nearly all the Umatillas, Spokanes,
a great part of the Yakunas, and many renegades of other reservations. The reli<rion
is like that of the Mormons, and ministers and works on the evH passions. The ~ain
object is to allow a plurality of wives, immunity from punishment for law-breakinoand all?wance of al_l the _V1;ces-especially ~r~nking and gambling-are chief virtues ~
the believers of tb1s rellg10n. Some prov1s10n should be at once made for placing all
the e outlaws on a reservation where they could receive the benefit of a strict law
rigidly enforced.
The Indians residing on this resflrvation are making a great progress in every repect. They are now nearly all professors of Christianity, and, as a natural result are
rapidly becoming civilized. They have no quarreling among themselves; ar~ on
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fri ndly t rm with their white neighbors; have been blessed with an abundant harv t · hav good, comfortable houses, and are making permanent improvements on
h ir farm ; and, morally and socially, will compare with any community of whites in
the uit c1 tates.
Ju b fote my arrival here, a few years ago, five of these Indians were bung for
murd riug wh~te men; and they b~d not~ing to eat o~ wear, and were embittered
again t the wlntes. I treated them kmdly, often overlookrng offenses that should have
be n punished; and when I did puuisb, did so mildly, always showing them that it
was for their good; the consequence is that the large amount of iron which was used
by form r agents to make handcuffs to iron prisouers with has been used by me in the
manufacture of plows and wagons. The guard-house likewise has fallen, and is in
ruin . The Bible and the plow are the great causes of all this. Compare the cost that
this agency has been to the cost of one month's extermination policy, and no other argument need be produced in favor of the humane and Christian policy of our President.
I am confident that a like result may be obtained with any tribe of Indians, by a kind
and patient treatment. 'fhey should be regarded and treated as children-with firmness and kiudne s.
During the Mol1oc war General Canby telegraphed to me at Salem asking for a company of couts from this agency. I telegraphed to Mr. 'l'. F. Smith, then iu cuarge, to
furni h them; and iu six hours' time Mr. Smith had enlisted the company, and was
ready to move. Their services during the war cannot be exaggerated, as they undoul.,tedly savecl tbe soldiers of Captain Hasbrouck from a total massacre at Sorass
Lake, May 10. They were the captors of the lava-beds, and, in fact, did all the successful fighting- that was done-and never forgot their duty as Christians during the
wholo time. The day-school has been well attended, and the children have learned
very rapidly. The Sabbath~scbool continues, and our new school-hpuse is full to overflowing every Sabbath-day. The school is taught by the employes and myself. The
Indians have their prayer-meetings, and also services of their own after tbe Sabbathscbool. They open all councils with prayer, and are manifesting their religion not
only by observing the forms, but by practicing in their every-day life their professions.
1'he mills are in good repair, bnt the saw-mill should be removed to the mountains,
v,hcre timber could be had. As it is, we bave to haul the logs the distance of eight
miles, and we are thus retarded in onr work.
The harvest bas beeu abundant; and no fears need be entertained of any suffering
during the winter, for all have an abundance.
Iy •mployes are all married men, aud have families, and as they have everything
to buy, paying high prices therefor, some provision should be made for furniture for
th m, a tlle treaty provides that they shall be famished with houses and furniture.
They ar all o-ood men, and ready and willing to work for the good of the Government
and Iudians. and have been selected, after long personal knowledge of them, by me,
and at th request of the Indians; and as they thns uave great personal influence
with the Indians, and do much more tbau I could get other men to do, I am anxious
to r tain th m all, and wish to have them comfortably fixed with all they are allowed
by tr , ty.
I have tor port that the salmon-fishery at tbe Dall es, on the Columbia, has been
claimed by white meP, and that the Indians are forbidden to fish tLereat. The Indian· r • rv d the right to fish at this fishery in their treaty of June, 1855. Afterward
tb y mad a. treaty to visit the fishery on passes from their agent; but from some
ca~t the tr aty, a approved, makes them to give up their right. I have investigated
tlu !ll: tt r, an~1 hav the evidence of the persons who interpreted to the Indians that
nothing wa at~ a to their giving up this right; and I am thereforn fully satisfied
that b tr :ity 1 a great wrong, aud that the fishery rightfully belongs to the e peopl · anrl I tru that mea ure will be at once taken to restore it to them.
For r port of day- bool see report of teacher, uerewitb transmitted.
I , nlcl al
all attention to th~ report of physician, herewith transmitted.
r.' r p tfully, your obedient servant,
JORN SMITH,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon.
~nu I I'ER I ·ou~ AFFAIR ,
Washington, D. C.

73.
OFFICE GRAND RONDO INDIAN AGENCY, OREGON,

Septe.niber 10, 1 73.
ubmi this my econd annual report of the coudition of

of progr

appar nt for the pa t year are an iucrea. d extent

w house , barn , granaries, fencing, and improvements of ob-
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stantial character; also, an increased desire among th~ Indians to remain on_the reservation and improve their places. Formerly it was their custom to leave their reservation early in the spring, spending most of the time around the small towns of the Sta~e
until fall; now but few leave the reservation, and then only to work for the farmers m
the vicinity.
.
•
The allottino- of their lands in severalty was an event of great importance; the benefits are clearfy shown in the satisfaction of the Indian~, their_ industry, habits, and
manifest desire to improve in every way. They now requue ~ss1stance from the ~overnment to aid them in building; want windows, doors, nails, hrnges, &c.; also, agncultnral implements, scythes. cradies, forks, &c .. The articles named ~nd a few grocer_ies
for the old and sick during the winter months 1s about all they reqmre. In connect10u
with this subject I beg to quote from the report of ex-Superintendent Hon. T. Odeneal,
page 360 report of Indian commission, 1872, in reference to the wants of these Indians:
"In order to give them a proper start in the right direction, as they now enter upon
this new era, (getting deed to their lands,) and place them upon a self~sustaining basis,
it is very important that they at once be supplied with the means necessary to enable
them to build, move, and repair houses, barns, and fences, and get such farming -implements as they now need. For this purpose I would respectfully recommend that an appropriation of $8,000 be made. To aid them now in building and finishing houses suitable for the l1abitation of civilized people will prove a stimulus of inestimable va.luP-, and
hasten the time when they can dispense with all G0vernment aid ·and become self-supporting.
·
.
"This amount should he in addition to their annuities, and for the special purposes
aforesaid. At least one-half, and perhaps two-thirds, of the lots of land which will be
assigned in. accordance with the survey have no buildings upon them. Most of the
houses, whieh have been built in clusters, will have to be moved, and in order to do so
many of them will have to be torn down and rebuilt. Quite a large number will have
to build new J:iouses, and all of them will have to do more or less fencing. This will
of course c_o st them much labor and some money; the labor they can perform, and are
willing to do it, but the money they have not; and without it their labor is nearly
useless. Believing it to be the most economical thing the Government can do for them,
and knowing it will best subservethe interest of the Indians, I take the liberty of urging
the importance of making the appropriation aforesaid."
·
'['he foregoing suggestions are indorsed by me, and I respectfully commend them to
you for the consideration which their importance merits.
.
It is conceded by all who are conversant with Indian affairs who have visited this
agency, that the Indians here are far in advance of any other tribes of the Pacific
coast; exhibit more thrift; evince a greater aptitude in agricultural pursuits; more .
ambitious in their improvements; in fact, come nearer the standard of civilization.
They have been stimulated with the promise that the Government would help those
who helped themselves, and whenever it has been possible I have assisted those that
showed the most disposition to help themselves. The indolent have received no
encoura.gement. I feel safe in saying that it would be difficult to find any community,
of the same number, a more industrious people.
There yet exists one evil among them which is difficult to overcome, their medicine men and women. They are a source of great mischief, are generally cunning,
scheming: and encourage the superstition of the Indians. They practice entirely upon
the credulity of their patients, making believe that .their success will be according to the
fee they receive; 'the more -the fee the more speedy the cure, which often results in their
getting everything the patient possesses.
The majority of the Indians employ the resident physician; his efforts, however, are
often unsuccessful from not being able to attend to the administering of his remedies
and seeing that his patient receives proper foorl. A hospital is greatly needed; the establishment of one would speedily destroy the practice and influence of the Indian
doctors. No more beneficial expenditure could be made than the buildino- and maintaining of ahospi_tal. A special appropriation of$1,500 is required. A simila~ suggestion
was made in my last annual report, but failed to receive attention.
The school is a success; pupils have made_great progress in their studies; the majority
of those who have attended regularly durmg the year can read and write well and
many are proficient in elementary arithmetic and higher branches.
'
Could not accommodate all the children last year; school buildino- too small. A
new and large school-house is now being built; expect to h~.ve a mu~h larger attendance the present year. From the school of this agency as now conducted incalculable ?enefi~s will accrue, not only t?~he children, but to the State. The tuition lhey now
r~ce1ye w1!l make them useful c1t1zens, men and women capable of filling any posit10~ m soC1ety, thorough~y und~rstanding their duty to their God, their country, and
oc1ety. A great change 1s mamfested by the old Indians regarding schools; where they
formerly opposed; they now encourage, and all evince great desire that their children
sha11 receive its benefits.
·
The uccess of the school here is ·mainly attributed to the efficiency of the teacher,
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Ja. . Donnally who e zeal and attent.ion to the cholars is worthy of special commeudati n. H i ·gr atly a. ·i ted by the Rev. Fa~he~ Croquet, the ~nissionary oft?e reserva ion who ha d voted the greater part oflus l1fo to the benefit of these Indians, and
who int r tfor them i unabated.
nd r date of Au<ru t 5, I addressed a communication to you in relation to the Coa t
Indians, who have ~ever been recognized by the ~ove_rnment. They are anxious to
be instructed in tba pursuits of industry, have tb.eir cbtldreu attend school, &c. Col.
R C. Kemble, of theiuuian Department, made this agency a v isit last month ; arranged
to return in October; will then have an interview with the leading Coast Indians and
try and make some arrangemeuts for their benefit.
V ry re pectfully, yonr obedient servant,
T. R. SINNOTT,
United States Indian.Agent.
Hon. E . P . S:\UTH,
Cornmissioner Inclian Affai1'8, TPashington, D. C.

74 .
UNITED STATES I NDIAN AGENCY,

Siletz, Oreg., September 13, 18i3.
rn: In compliance with the rec1uirements of the Department I have the honor to

submit this my first annual report.
I as urned char~e here Apri l 1, 1873. At that time there existed a general feeling
of alarm among tho people in thfl vicinity, caused by the Modoc outbreak, and rumon,
of intended hostilities on the part of these Indians were everywhere rife:
Many of them bad always lived at tlle fisheries on Yaquina Bay, just outside the reservation, ancl the state of public feeling had induced my predecessor to collect them
all at the agency, abandoning in their baste the provisions they had prepared for their
sub istence, an(l relying entirely on those living here for future support. The food
prcpar d for winter use of the Indians at the agency was soon exhausted, and I was
comp ll <1 to purchase aud issue food till the potatoes were sufficiently grown 'to afford means of sub i tence. 'l'his entailed a heavy expense on the second and third
quarters of 1 n, and has embarrassed my operations ever since.
Totwitb tancling the advanc d season when we arrived here, we hav<t sown a much
larger area of ground than ever before on this reservation, aggregating nearly or quite
1,100 acres, 1,000 of which are sown to wheat and oats and tho remainder planted to
potato . About 175 acres of this is on Government account and the rest belongs to
the Indian . As many of them were destitute of teams we have been compelled to nso
tho e b longing to the Government to assist them in putting in their crops. The
moi ·ture of the climate here retards the ripening of the crops ; and we are now in tho
midst of our harvest, which promises an abundant yield. The potatoes will prove a
total failure. They gave every promise of an excellent crop, but the "potato rot" ba ·
developed it elf and in all probability will destroy the whole. As this crop is the sole
dep nd nee of very many families for their winter subsistence, I fear much su.fferincr
will r ult.
The health of tbe Indians has generally been good, but for further particulars on
thi point a w 11 as tati tics of farming operations I refor to reports of Dr. Geo. W.
Whitney and np rintendent of farming, Wm. Bagley.
Two h ol hav been in operation a part of the summer, and a part of the time
w r w 11 att oded, with fair prospect of improvement. The Department bas now provid d for a manual labor school, which will be organized as soon as the necessary preparation can b mad' uud from which I confidently expect the best results.
inc . fay la t w l.Jave been favored with the presence and labors of the Rev. W.
C. hattm, ngagecl a teach r, aud wbo has added to bis duties the labors of a mi i nary, at u h tir~e. a not ngaged in bis regular occupation . The results of bi labor how w~at nnght have been· accomplished ha<l the present enlightened policy
sooner prevail d.
_Th · In~ian hav her tofore 1)orne the character of being the most turbulent and
cli rd rly rn tbe tat , and w r o represented by upcrintoodent Meacham in hi r otwith, ~a1'.c1ing tbi character and the little time th y have been unpor for ~K71.
d r _tb rnflu nc f hn ~1an _tcacbino-, a church of over forty members ha been orary17: d,, ho how by t~e1r daily liv that. they comprehend and £eel the power f th·
re~1gioo th y pro~ . 'lhe good accompli. bed cannot be measured by the number adm1 t d to chu~c~ m_ ml r h~p. Ther i1:1 an inflnence proc eding from tho e wh havo
•ml,r, Nl _ '_hri. banity that 1 a. complisbin<r mncb for the levation of thi peopl .
Tb po.-1ti n of ag nt h re is p_ cnliarly annoying by rea. on of olc1 :fi nd and jealhat are con. tautly breakrna out, takincr so much of the time of the arr ot to
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ettle that little is left for bis other duties. The reason for this may be found in the
fact tbat these Indians are composed of some ten or twelve different tribes always hostile in the past, each one of which has injuries to ave?ge or outrages to atone. .
One measure I woultl most urgently recommend, v_1z, the allotment of lands rn severalty. This was promised the Indians some years smce and the surveys were made,
but the work was suddenly stopped and the land is Y,et undivided. This_ ~as causgd
much dissatisfaction among the Indians, which I co~la only all~y by prormsmg to designate tracts of lands which each family might cult1 ~ate. provided th~ allotment was
110t made. There is nothino- stimulates man to exert10n like the consc10usness that he
is to reap the fruits of his 1:bors himself; and, in my opinion, the allotment of these
] ands would do more to stimulate this people to improvement than any other one
measure that could be adonted.
I would also respectfully recommend an appropriation for a saw-mi~l. The m<?n_ey
we are compelled to expend for lumber_ to meet only_the most pressmg uecess1ties
would in two or three years pay the entire cost of a mill.
In conclusion I desire to express my gr:ttification at the evidences of improvement
already made, a~d my hope that this people will continue to improve till they no longer
need the care of the Government.
:From the evidences I see on all sides of me, from the earnest desire I continually
bear to improve their condition, and from their willingness to labor to this end as well
as from the progress already made, I am led to tae conclusion that a very few years of
judicious care will place the Siletz Indians in a position where they will be fully capable of caring for themselves.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. FAIRCHILD.
United States Indian Agent.
Hou. E. P. SMITH,
Comnii1Jsioner Indian .Affairs, Washington, D. C.

75.
OFFICE KLAMATH INDIAN AGENCY, OREG., September 1, 1873.
Sm: I have the honor to submit this my second annual report of the condition of
this agency.
The Modoc war, which commenced about the last of November and continued until
near June, bas kept tbis section of country in a continued state of excitement, in
which the Indians upon this reservation have necessarily shared. Knowing, as they
did, that the hostile baud of Modocs were parties to the treaty in common with themselves, they have naturally taken a deep interest in everything pertaining to the war,
.a.swell as the efforts to make peace, and have, though falsely accused otherwise, been
very anxious to avoid all implicationin the difficulty themselves. Had there been any
great clissat,isfaction among them on account of ill-treatment in the past, as has been
:allegecl by irresponsible parties, I have no doubt that some of them would have
joined Captain Jack while be seemed so succPssful; but not one did so, and, so far as
I can obtain proof, not one approved his course of action, and nearly all of them held
themselves in readiness to render the Government any assistance in their power to
secure peace, even to going on the war-path against the hostile band. Some fift:v or
sixty of the Klamaths did render very efficient service during the early part of the war
in protecting settlers. and also in co-operating with the United States forces, both as
regular militia and also as scouts.
·
These Indians have taken an unusual interest in agricultural pursuits during the
past spring and summer; and, with the assistance of employes and the aid of Government teams, have cultivated more than twice the amount of land ever planted by
them before; but the frequent heavy frosts during May, June, and July have desi.royed
the greater portion of their crops, so that they will gather little except a few acres of
rye. This is very discouraging, and demonstrates still further the absolute necessity,
which I have so often presented, of supplying them with cattle, before they can ever
become self-supporting. The grain ou the Government farms will not yield more than
a half crop from the blighting effects of frosts. (For estimate of amount raised see
Stati tical Report.)
Thomas Pearne, au educated Indian belonging to the Yakima reservation has been
la1:Jorin~ with the J(lam~ths religiously during_ the past winter and spring,' and some
th1rty-s1x have united with the church, and, with a few exceptions, are tryin<Y
to lead
0
Cbri tiau lives.
I ?ad hoped to complete the·nccessary buildings in season to open a boarding-school last
~ pnog, but so much labor ~as been needed upon th~ mills and other agency buildings
rn order to render them smtable for employes, that 1t bas been impossible to complete
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them. An at comfortable, aucl commodious school-house, capable of seating some forty
pupil , i n ,,/ finished, and a school boarding-house up and inclosed, ~nd is being rapidly
pu hcd toward completion, so t~~t I hope to op~n ~ small sc~ool ~urrng_the fall or early
winter at fnrthe t; but an add1t1oual appropnatwn for this obJect will be necessary
to make thi enterprise an ultimate success. Being fully convinced that a radical
clian,re in tho Intliau character can only be wrought in childhood and early youth, I
would most respectfully urge the co-operation of the Government in the prosecution of
thi work of takinrr tlie child.reu from their native haunts of degradation, and clothing, feeding, and. t~1,ching them the habits and arts of civilization. Without a special
appropriation for this object, little can be done to emancipate them from the thrall of
ignorance au<l. superstition which charac~erizes theii~ fathers.
.
.
The aw-mill has been thoroughly repaired at considerable cost, and the flounng-m1ll,
which wa not completed for want of sufficient funds, or lack of proper care in the
use of the means appropriated, is being completed from tbe accumulated fund for
" r pair of mill ," &c. I t,hink it will be in running order late in the coming autumn,
and whflu it shall be understood that we are prepared to manufacture flour, a large
amount of grain will doubtless be raised and brought here for grinding from the Link
River aml Lo t River Valleys. The saw-mill has been kept running whenever practicab] , and beside furnishing all the lumber for agency purposes, has manufactured a
large amount for Indians, for which they find a ready market at Fort Klaimath and in
the valleys below. They are very enterprising in this matter, and keep the mill well
supplietl with logs. They would willingly cut many more than can be sawed or sold.
At Camp Yaioax, near the eastern boundary of the reservation, are located the Wohlpa.pee and Yahooskin Snakes, Schoncbiu's band of Moclocs, and Ocheo's baud of Pi-Ute
'nake . These Inc.liaus, unlike the Klamaths; make but little provision for their winter'::; subsistence, and, consequently, have to be fetl by Government. The Modocs and
Wohlpapee Snakes have taken a great interest in improving their little farms and
commencing new ones this season uuder the supervision of Commissary 0. C. Applegate; but frost has blasted their hopes also. Ocheo's band have been accustomed to
go to their old country, about Camp Warner, at the opening of spring, where they
support them elves through the summer by fishing, hunting, &c., and, as winter approaches, retnrn to Yainax t.o be fed. These Indians are very much lower in the scale
of humanity than the other tribes in Oregon, and adopt more slowly the manners and
cu toms of civilized life. With these natural obstacles tlieir progress in the arts of
civilization must necessarily be slow. I have understood, but cannot say by what authority, that this band is to be taken to the new reservation on the Malheur. This
I tbiuk Ocheo will oppose. He says he wishes to comii<ler Yainax his home. This
que tion houltl be settled at once, so that they may have a permanent home. Provi ion should also be made for th ir upport, as well as for the Yahooskin aud Wohlpapee 'nakcs .. It is neces ary that provi::;ion be ma<l.e for a full corps of employes at Yainax, xcept a miller and sawyer.
Three of the Yahoo kiu Snakes, who have lived about Summer Lake much of the
time for the last year or two, were killed by the settlers in May last under the followiug circumstances: During great excitement caused by false reports regarding Indi an
outbr aks, it a~pears that the citizen· of Snmmer Lake and Cbe-wa-kan Valleys, who
had fortod up ford fonse, d tennined to arrest these Indians, believing that they were
acti11 1r as spies for a large band of hostile Snakes reported to be in the vicinity, and
ten m •11 w ut ut for ti.tat purpo e. Th •y found the Indians at Summer Lake, whither
\h •y ba 1 gou for tho purpo c of trndino- with the citizens, not knowing th~bt the ettlcrs bad all l •ft ~be vall •y. One oftb Indians was shot and killed while trying to avoid
captnr by ruunrng, and the other two were kilJed while tryino· to escape after their
arr t. . n hearing of the affa,ir, I immediately took Cbocktoot~ tbe chief of the band,
and h11rr1 d to t~e. sc 1~0 of the difficulty, and, by prompt action, succee<led in quieti~g
mat t<·r. and av_o1<110g fort~er trouble; but Chocktoot still expects that something will
u don o pun 1. h th partm1 ugaged iu the a sault. He is uot disposed, however, to
make tronl.,l about it.
' b _milit~ry 1:oacl comp~ny fay claim to every odd section of lantl for three mile.
a ·h 111 of __ hetr r acl wluch run the whole length of tho reservation, and th y are
now adv •rt1. 111g tho. e la.nd, for al . Tbi8 matter neccls attention at once to avoid
tronhl ,~ith th• Indian , a. the treaty give tl! mall the land inside the re crvatioo
Jin · • Ii hr roa(l ·_ompany liav the prior right, which they claim, it will be nee . 1mry to pnr ·h,
h(•1r r1gbt,•a!i the scttl m nt of whites witliin tho re ervation limit ·
nrll<', • tronbl if not op u war. Tbe lauds in qn tion embrace ·om of
wont,l c·:ut.
tlrn li11P t portion, of the rescn· .
l'l'Y r' p ctfolly, ~·onr ol ·dient s rvant,
L . . DYAR,
United Stales Indian Agent.
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76.
ROUND °VALLEY RESERVATION,

California, Septernber 12, 1873.
Sm: In comp] iance with the regulations of the Department, I hav~ the honor to
submit this, my first annual report, as ag:ent of the Round Valley (U~:nted ~tates) Indian reservation. Assuming charge at this ageJ?CY October ~' 1872, owrng to the severe
illness of my worthy predecessor, Hon. Hugh Gibson, a~d his absence from the_res~rvation for a number of months previous to my takrng charge, together with mfl.uences referred to in his last annual -report, I found things in much disorder. However, uy adopting and enforcing rigid discipline for~ time, and using fi~mne~s in a11
my transact,ions, order was soon restored, an<l prosperity was at once marnfest m every
department of the reservation. From a carefnl census taken, we ha~ June 30, 187~,
one thousand one hundred and twelve Indians who actually make this reserve their
home.
Male.

Female.

178
32

201

Potter Valley Indians ................................. .
Pitt River Indians ......................... - -........ ..
Red Wood Indians ................................... ..
Uki Indians .. __ ........•. _....... - ................••..
Wylackie Indians ..................................... .
Con cow Indians ............................... _...... ..
Little Lake Indians ............... -.................. ..

Total.

64

90
88

379
78
101
210
33
159
152

496

616

1,112

40
96
17
69

46
61

114
16

In addition to these there are two hundred or more who are more or less dependent
on this reservation for protection, supplies, &c. I am pleased to be able further to inform
you that a conAiderable number, since the above census was taken, have volt1ntarily come
to the reserve, and continue coming. I am happy to report that the Indians here are,
on the whole, contented and happy, quiet, orderly, and easily governed. The maintenance of a military post here is a needless expense, and the abolishment of Camp
Wright would be a financial benefit to the Government.
EDUCATIONAL.

During the past year one school has been kept in operation all the time, with eighty
pupils enrolled, and an average daily attendance of fifty. This number of scholars
being too great in justice to either pupils or teacher, and there being more who ought
and would attend school if t,hey bad an opportunity, by authority of B. C. Whiting,
then superintendent, I employed a second teacher, and since July 1st have bad
two schools in operation. The advancement of the Indians in learning to read and
write bas been much greater tban even the friends of the Indians expected. and to all
a matter of profound gratification.
'
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION, ETC.

We have Sabbath-school and religious services every Sabbath, in which, I am pleased
to say, the employes take an earnest, active interest. Miss Colburn, who now teaches
one school, and Miss Burnett, who is engaged to teach the other, after the 1st of October
next, are women of established character, as experienced, earnest, Christian workers
in educational matters, and religious training.
SANITARY STATE OF THE INDIANS.

The bealtb of the Indians bas been much improved in general. First, because more
houses have been built,. and they sheltered from the inclemency of the weather during
the severe storws of wmter. Second, many of tbem have had Led-ticking issued to
tbem, and have b_een ind_uced to sleep on bedsteads instead of the ground; they are,
therefore, l~ss afflicted with coldl3, coughs, consump~ion, rheumatism, &c.; and thirdly,
I have abobshed all the sweat-honses on the reservation. A hospital however is needed
more for their he~l~h and ~ife than any~bing else in the sanitary departrdent, aside
from that of pbys1man. Without a hospital and steward the sick cannot be properly
c_ared for; ~edicine is not now and never_ w~ll be reg1:larly and proper]y taken by the
sick, and I srncerely hope that an appropnat10n for tlns purpose will soon be made.
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FARMING,

All th farming laud has been cultivated, and that too in excellent condition. Theyield ha been over an average for this season; quite a sufficiency has been raised for
the subi;i tence of the Indians, consisting of wheat, potatoes, corn, onions, tomatoes,
melou , &c. The Iud~ans h1;tve plauted about fifty acres for themselves, _which contributes largely to their comfort and co11tentment, and we hope the quantity of land
cultivated by them next year will be mucll greater.
Owing to the cold, dry spring, and the prevailing high winds in early summer, ourcorn and buckwheat will be but light, yet we expect a sufficient quantity for our own
use.
IMPROVEMENTS,

We have completed the school-house commenced by my predecessor, so as to m~ke
it suitable for school purposes. There has been about one hundred and thirty
acres of land grubbed and put in a state of cultivation; nearly one mile of ditching and drainmg, thereby reclaiming some valuable land, adding much to the appearance and healthfulness of the reserve. One carriage-house has been built, one
granary 72 feet by 30 feet completed, a, carpenter, lumber and blacksmith shop
combined commenced and frame erected ; thirteen new Indian houses made of lumber and shakes, one frame-house, and one log-house, making fifteen new houses for
the natives. A great deal of fencing bas been relaid, a mile of new fence made, new
gates made, roads straightened, laid oft~ made, and repaired, &c., more than we have
space here to speak of in detail. Our store-house is removed to another and more convenient part of the reserve and refitteu in good style. One new house built for the
clerk, 24 feet by 27 feet in length, with porch in front, one story and a half high; material in part used from a house turned over to me by George J. Prising. If we had
lumber with which to build, much needed improvement could yet be made before
winter sets in. A hospital, a house for the agent, one for the miller, and a turbine
wheel for the grist mill, are very much needed at present.
BOUNDARIES, LAND-MATTERS, ETC.

I am pleased to inform you that the comn1issioners sent here to locate the boundaries
of this re erve, and appraise the improvements of settlers residing north of the townbip-line in this valley, did their work to the entire satisfaction of every person interested in the welfare of the reservation and Indians. When the settlers are paid for
their improvements, and the Government gets possession of the laud embraced in the
new survey, we cau reasonably expect greater prosperity than we have ever yet
reached. I most respectfully request the Commission el' to cause the settlers to be paid
at the earliest possible convenience, so that they can leave before winter sets in, and
we bo not deprived of the benefits of the land and range another year.
MISCELLANEOUS,

The number of animals bas been quite insufficient for the proper cultivation of the
land this y ar cultivated, and [for] herding of stock; aud with the new territorysuon to
be added we will need several good work-mules antl·riding-horses for our herdsmen. We
al o neeu wagon , harness, and farming implements. I trust Congress will make an
appr priation ufiicient to place the reservation in such condition that we may accompli hall tb objects for which it has been established, and thus make it a blessing
to tho Indians and an honor to the Government.
J. L. BURCHARD,
Indian .dgent.
Hoo. E. P. mTn,
'ommissionel' of Inclian Affairs, Washi11uton, D. C.

77.

R1v1m l.NDIAi: AGBNCY,
California, Septenibe,· IO, 1 73.
• rn · I h, v _th l_1onor, if1: ompliance with the requirements of the Indian Department t nlun1t tlu my thud annual report of the condition of the Indian service at
thi. ag n·y.
.
During th p_a t Y , r th I~cli, ns at this agency have been well di posed, peaceable:
and a !11arkrcl 1_111prov m"!'. 111 th ir moral an<.l dome tic r lation it i gratifying_to
nc,t . I ho amt, ry coud1t1 n of the Indians durino- the pa t year has greatly 1roprov cl.
~
\.t th cl t of my la. t annual r port tbc number of Indian livino- at tbe acr ncy
\'a
:n.i · th •ro ha b u n mat rial change in the number then reported. Th
TULE
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Indians not pmperly belonging to the agency, livin~ in this _and adjoi?ing counties, are
the Wichumui, Ke-a-wah, King's River and Kern River Indians, makmg an aggregate
of 1,000 in nnmber.
.
.
.
.
The more destitute amon<T them have been fnrmshed from this agency with subsistence and clothing to some :xtent. It is the purpose of the agent to remove _the most
uestitute, dependent, and helpless of them to the new agency as soon as the improvements there will permit.
.
The Indian school has been taught seven months dun!lg the year.. The_ want of a
school-house durino- the first and second quarters necessitated the discontmuance of
tlle school. The ~umber of pupils in attendance was 62; average attendance, 26.
:Many of the children made excellent progress in their studies.
Sabbath-school bas been held regularly every Sabbath dtiring the year, and meetings
for relio-ious services on Wednesday evenings. The Indians are quite regular in their
attenda~ce, and the good results are observed in their daily deportment and their observance of the Sabbath.
The crops raised at the agency the present season are, owing to the severe drought,
very light. Wheat ra,ised, 815 bushels; hay, 36 tons. The barley-crop was a1;1 entire
failure for grain, a portion only being cut for hay. Vegetables of all kinds failed for
want of moisture; no rain has fallen here since the 24th of February ultimo. The WaterDitch Company, which has heretofore supplied the agency with water for irrigation
purposes for the -right of way over the agency lands, refnsed this season to supply
water for that pnrpose, and in consequence no v egetables could be raised.
The change of the agency to Government lands will have a beneficial and permanent
influence for good on. tlie Indians in many respects. Located comparatively at a distance from those disreputable persons who take every occasion clandestinely to furnish
the Indians with whisky, it is anticipated that this evil can, in a great measure, be
abated. 1:he prospects of a fixed and permanent home for the Indians will have much
to do in encouraging the Indians in habits of industry and frugality. They will take
pleasure and pride in planting their vineyards and orchards, in cultivating their gardens, and their moral improvement and physical and intellectual development will
increase with their improvements made with the labor of their own hands.
The recent survey of the new reservation has demonstrated beyond a cavil the value
of the location for an Indian reservation, with arable lands sufficient for agricultural
purposes, well watered, abundance for milling and irrigation; well adapted for grazing, and stock and sheep raising, with the best pinery in the southern portion of the
State, where the labor of t,lie Indians can be made productive in preparing the timber
for building and fencing to supply the demands and wants of the citizens located in
the adjacent valleys and plains.
Improvements are now being commenced at the new agency, and it is expected that
the buildings will be in a state of forwardness so that the Indians can be removed and
the rented lands at the present agency be abandoned and possession given to the owner
by the 1st of November. When this shall have been effected, the condition of the Indians at the agency, and those living in this section of the State, will be materially
improved, and a more rapid advancement toward a higher civilization can reasonably
lie anticipated.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES MALTBY,
Indian Agent.
Hon. E. P. SMITH,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

78.
PAI-UTE RESERVATION,

Saint Thomas, Nev., November 30, 1873.
IR: I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report.
The Indians ofthis agency are divided into thirty-one different tribes or bands, and
are known among white men as Pai-Utes, but, among themselves and by other Indians
by as many different names as there are tribes, each tribe taking tlie name from the
land which they occupy.
.
The Pai-Utes have always been an agricultural people, and their history can 1e
traced back for more than one hundred years, which sustains this statement.
I believed it to be important to know the actual condit-ion and number of the Indi!lns properly belonging to this agency, and felt sensible no organized effort a,g reeable
with tb_e present pobcy ~f the Government for improving their condition could be put
forth without concentratmg all the Indiaus at some ];>lace to be mutually agreed upon, as
at present they are scattered over the southern half of Utah, Northern Arizona Southern ..."evada, and Southeastern California.
'
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Ace rc1iugly, I made au ex~ended visit one 3'.'ear ago. to mo t o~ the variou~ tribes or
baud iu thi agency, and I ch covered ruo t of tbe Indians to be ma very destitute condition, , pecially tho e in Utah, ortheru Arizona, aud California, and all of them de1:airou to liave la,ud to farm, but none of tlie tribes possessing enougli land to meet the
n ce.' itie of one-fourth their number, aud living iu constant fear of losing even that.
\Yb •n r •<luced to extremity for food and clothing, these Indians have been induced
to part with their be t farming-lands for a trifling sum, and to-day three-fourths of
their number are vagabonds. There is but little game left in all this country, and the
Indians are actually forced to beg or steal, save the few who can get a little land to
cultivate, or find employment among white settlers a few weeks in the 3·ear at a mere
nominal amount.
Iu ruy vi it among some of these tribes, I received very important aid from Prof. J.
"\V. Pow 11, of the Uolorado exploring and geological surveying expedition, and was
enabled more fully to impress upon the Indians the importance of abandoning their
pr ent nomadic life, and consent to go on a reservation. The present policy of the
Govcrnm ut concerning the gathering of all nomadic Indians on reservations, and
the manao- ment of the same 1 was very fully explained, which was the first time they
bad over learned that the Government was willing to aid them to a better condition of
life.
Farming.-The Indians very generally expressed their approval of the wishes of the
Government; many were willing to comply at once with these wishes, so far as to
abandon their present mode of life, cultivate the soil, :10d engage in stock-raising.
ix of these bands were gathered one year ago iu the valley of the Moapa, and were
each given a tract of land, aud not possessing either plows or harness, their land was
plowed for them by white men, the seed furnished, and, with some assistance from
settler , was planted in wheat, corn, barley, melons, and squashes.
The Indians afterward cultivated the crops, carefully watering the same, by irrigation, and the following was the result:
Bushels
per acre.

Fifty acre of wheat averaged ... _.......................• __ ................. _..
'event~• acres of corn averaged.···-·· ___________ ...............••. ··---· ···--·
l!'i v acre of barley averaged .. _........................ _....... _•• _..... _. . . . .
Five acres of melons ancl squashes .• ___ ..... __ .................... _.... ___ ....•

30
20
40
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months, a temporary teacher secured, and, for want of a better place, an abandoned
adobe building is used as a school-house. There are at pr~sent twenty s?hol_ars whose
attendance has been remarkably good, averaging :fifteen smce the org~mzat10n of t~e
chool. The scholars come to the school at 9 o'clock in the mornmg and remam
until 4 o'clock in the afternoon, there being an intermission of. one hour for recess, at
which time all receive a piece of bacon, a cup of flour, and a little tea. The scholars
make the flour into bread and cook it outside the building at a camp-fire, at the same
time preparing their piece of bacon and making their tea. This furnishes a pleasant
diversion from their studies and no donbt does rnnch to secure regular attendance at·
school; by remaining at ho~e they would get neither bacon nor tea, and it would be
quite uncertain what they would get, if .a nyt~ing; a?cl 1t wo~ld be ~ore than probable the remainder of the day would be spent rn huntrng rabbits or buds.
The teacher is enthusiastic in his work and feels sanguine that the same number of
white scholars, without previons training, could not present a better record for order
or proficiency in studies. None of these scholan; could tell one letter from anothen
when they commenced attending school, and in six weeks after entering the school
five of them could read words of four letters and understand their meaning. The blackboard is used by the teacher in illustrating the lesson, and the scholars are taught to
print their lessons on the same. It is my intention to adopt the Kindergarten system
of instruction, as far as practicable, believing it to be specially adapted to intere.st
and educate Indians.
I believe it would be a matter of economy if there was a Jiberal expenditure of means
in this department of work among the Indians, and som.e general plan be chosen by the
Government which should, perhaps with some modification, be adopted by the different Indian teachers whose services are paid by the Government. I am most thoroughly
convinced of the importance of establishing industrial or manual-labor schools oh all
the Indian reservations. Such schools, liberally furnished, each school supplied with
good, practical Christian women of experience as teachers, selected with a view of
special :fitness for this work, and if economically managed after they are once started,
can be carried on with comparatively little more expense th.an under the present system.
The education of the children will be more thorough and rapid than at present, and
the influence on the parents and adult Indians most beneficial. The home influence,
as at present, seriously counteracts that of the school. All missionary labor can be
best promoted by control, first, of the female children, and putting them in training
schools; second, of the boys, and teaching them far as possible skilled labor, and training
them to intelligent habits at all times and by all means, whenever possible, teaching
both old and young the meaning of English words.
A majority of all the Indians west of the Rocky Mountains at one time formed one
great family, called" Numas," of which the Pai-Utes were a part, and the structure of
their langnage is the same, and their customs and religion at present are very similar.
All religions as well as other instruction imparted to these Indians in their own language not only fails to impress upon their minds a clear understanding of such instruction, but in many cases does not convey any idea whatever of the subject. To
illustrate: there are no words in the Numa language to express a proper conception
of the Supreme Being, Saviour, hell, heaven, forgiveness, soul, &c.
Ernployes.--The different religious denominations who havE) supervision of the selection
of Indian agents and religions work among Indians should share with t.he ao-ent the responsibility of selecting the employes on the different reservations, and, as far as practicable, active, religious men, specially :fitted for the several positions to be occupied,
sbouhl be chosen ; more especially shon]d this be the case in the selection of teachers
who could properly fill the place of missionaries among most of the Indians of our
country, at least until they have learned to understand the English langnage.
Believing the office of teacher among Indians second to no other, and, save that of
farmer and physician, is of greater importance than all others, and that none but the
most intelligent and experienced are capable of properly instructing Indians, and only
~ncb should be employed, I would urge upon this Department the importance of grantrng a compensation which will enable the agent to secure such persons . .
Salt.-There are valuable salt mines on the reservation which no doubt ca,n be made
a source ofrev_enue to this agency, and. at the same time give employment to a large
number of Indians, whose services could be obtained in consideration of supplies, which
are now given them without equivalent.
Swamp_s.-The arable land can be increasecl one-third by the drainage of three
s wamps m the Moapa Valley; and another and important consideration w0uld be the
great increase of the water-supply, which is greatly needed.
Roads.-The roads leading to this reservation are in such a wretched condition most
of the year, the cost of transportation is made an important item of expense, which
ca_n be reduced fully one-fourth, if the roads are put in good repair. This can be done
with a small expenditure of money, especially the road north leading to Pioche.
Buildings.-There are quite a number of adobe buildings now on the reservation,
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mo t of which are occupied uy settlers; and as soon as the claims of these settlers are
paid by the Governmeut:, mauy of these houses can be used for agency purpose .
IIoepital.-I beli ve tlJe erection of a good hospital-building will not only do much
to l ad oth r Indians to thi1::1 reservation who have agreed to come, but make them
ati fi d to remain after getting here; and, in this connection, I beg leave to submit
ob en-ations of Dr. H.P. Geib, the physician of this re1::1ervation, who, while I was absent 1.lie past season acting as special commissioner in visiting other Indians, was
placed in charge of the reservatiou, and is entitled to great credit for the manner in
.which he di ch:uged his duties as physician, a,nd, at the same time, superintended the
farming operations. I would invite special consideration of the Department to his
recommendations for hospital-supplies and the employment of Indian apprent,ices.
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.

" iuce my arrival on this reservation a part of my time has bee11 occupied in super
intending the farming arrangements, but mainly in looking after the ph,ysical condition of the Indians, providing such measures as would be likely to benefit them for
the present and foture.
"Duriugthe past summer there has been a great amount of sickness among the Indians
of the reservation, principally of a malarious nature and origin, due to the several
swamps thab exist throughout the reservation. In the months of August all(]. September at least one-third of all the Indians living in the valley were so afflicted; but by
iuclicious management and proper treatment but one case of death occurred during the
whole season. "The Indians undoubtedly appreciate the efforts made in their behalf to
alleviate their sufferings and the cure of their ailments.
"Previous to the establishment of a medical department on the reservation the mortality among the Indians of the valley was very great. Ma,ny of their superstitious
meas regarding medical treatment and the power of mediciue are being eradicated as
th y seo the results of medical skill, and the proper care of those that are sick. As a
I'tll , the Indians show but little attention to each other while suffering from any disea e. I have endeavored to impress upon their minds, by daily examples of attention,
the necessit,y of showing prope1· care to all of their number who were suffering from
di eas . I have every reason to believe that the measures employed by this department of the agency have been the means of establishing confidence between the officer
of the res rvation and tbe Indians under their charge, so that the future labors of
your elf in their behalf will be easier of accomplishment.
"During the prevalence of malarious diseases the past summer and fall, owing to the
great numl.Jer who were sick, it was fonnd necessary to provide temporary shelter for
tho sick. In the absence of a hospital-building. this was accomplished by erecting
tent' in 1bo vicinity of the Indian camps, an<l transferring the Indians from their
'wick-ie-ups' to these tents as soon as the condition was as ascertained. The system
of pr cribing and fnrnishing medicines at the surgeon's quarters to those Indians who
w ro lio-btly ill, and them allowing them to leave, was uot successful. Many of them
having superstitious ideas regarding the remedies employed, if they were not benefit cl immediately, would throw the medicine away. To obviate this clifficulty, I
tal.Jli bed a rule to furnish no medicine to In<lians to fake away with them. If they
are not sick enough to enter the hospital, they are required to report to the surgeon'
quart r at asp cified time, and receive the medicine directly from the acting hospital
teward. AH tbo e who were on the sick-Ii t received daily rations of flour, tea, &c .
. fo s ar form d from those who are convalescent, who are re()_uired to clothe cookmg for th si ·k, under the direction of the surgeon.
' Ash •f r tatecl, most of the sickne s has been of a malarious origin. But few case
of tub rcn_l t~s c1is ase have ueen brought to my knowledge. Venereal disea es exi t
t only a limit l xtent among the Indians ou the reservation. Cases that have prent d th . ms lv s have been communicated by Indians visiting the reservation from
o h r
I u of the snrroundiug country.
Diseases of the eye are numerous, princip~~l~y a l1 an ·bronic conjnnct1vities, no doubt caused by particles of paint or verm1ll n u 1 by he Indians to paint their faces, ancl coming in contact with the surface
of th
' , ancl by its irritation causing inflammation.
' Tb in ·r a d nnrub r oflnclians to be located on the reservation the coming ea on
will irup · ab avy burd non this department of the arreuc"', and as a matter of ju ti· an l bumanity,_n w 11 a economy, I would earnestly recommend that a sufficient
amo~m l appropnat d fo! th r ctiou of a ho. pital-building, and the purcba e ot
lll <h eal ·uppli
to be form h d thi department.
Th a · i. ta.n
fan ffi i<•nt ho. pital teward i reqnir d, to have charge of the di }} n. ary d partm nt of th ho pital, ancl also to p rform su h '1nties a· he may be
all cl np n t <l in taking car of ho i k. I would re omm ncl the, electi u of one
or m t in ·llig u yom1 Incli· n, wh nnder, tand ancl I. eak Engli h fluently, if uch
·an h found to b mploy d uy th physician in connection with the ho pital, and.
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assisted by the hospital steward, made acquainted with the preparatio?- of different
medicines. I am persuaded such an apprentice or student could secure aid from some
religious denomination, and in course of time be placed in a school where _h_e could complete a medical education, and with it do much to remove the superst1t10n now prevailing among Indians concerning 'medicine men.'
"I would also recommend that a sufficient amount of funds be appropriated for the
purpose of a thorough drainage of the swamps, not only as a sanitary measure, but
also for the purpose of securing the large amount of land that would be thus reclaimed
and rendered fit for cultivation. Were this project carried out, I firmly believe that
at least five thousand acres of arable land would be added to the reservation; and
these swamps are the source from which arises the main causes of the vast amount of
sickness among the Indians of this valley. There is no doubt in my mind, that if a
thorough system of drainage were employed to reclaim these lands, the expenses of'
the medical department would be materially diminished in consequence."
NUMBER OF INDIANS.

The number of Indians belonging to this agency has been very largely overestimated, an actual census of which was taken by the special commission the past season~
which shows the total number of Indians properly belonging to the agency to be 2,027,
all of whom have signified their purpose of coming to the reservation as soon as mea ns
are provided for keeping them there. There are also about 300 Chem-a-hue-vis, now
living in the Chem-a-hue-vis Valley, in Lower California. These Indians are intermarried, and affiliate with the Pai-Utes of this agency, and formerly lived among
them; therefore should be brought to this reservation.
The report of the special commissioners, consisting of Professor J. W. Powell and
the writer, will speak more fully of the ad vantages, necessities, and present condition
of this reservation, and I would most respectfully ask the Department to give such
consideration to the rec_o mmendations in this report as will relieve the reservation at,
the earliest pra:cticable day of all the present settlers, whose presence is a source of
serious embarrassment in the management of the reservation. Most of the settlers.
have already expressed a willingness to surrender their improvements and leave thereservation, as soon as their claims are paid.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. w. INGALLS,
Dnited States ln,lian Agent.
Hon. E. P. SMITH,
ComrniBBioner of Ind'ian Affairs, Washington, D. C.
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Table showing m,mber of Indians within the limits of the United States, (exclusive of those in
property, the number of schools, and of the scholars and teachers
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INDEPENDENT AGENCIES rn NEW
YORK,
MICHIGAN,
WISCONSIN,
lllINNESOTA, AND IOWA.

New York agency.
Senecas, Onondagas, Oneidas, Cayu- 2,531 2,610
gafi, Saint Regis, Tuscaroras on
eight reservations in State of New
New York.

Green Bay agency.
llfenomonees ••. : ••.•......••.....•.. 728

752

1,480

100,000

2

Stock bridges and Munsees .......••.•. HO

131

241

18,250

I

Oneidas .•...•.••••.• ·.•••.•••••...... 644

635

I, 279

200,000

2

Sac and Fox agency, Iowa.

WolfandOconto Rivers. Wisconsin,
Red Springs, Wisconsin.
Reservation, Wisconsin.

45

37

30

30

44

22

..... -•-··

Sacs and Foxes of the Mississippi. •••. 161 174
Michigan agency. (a)
Ottawas and Chippewas ..•.•••.••••. 2,847 3,192

335

20,000

----

6,039

509,373

2

Chippewas of Lake Superior .•.•.....

564

631

I, 195

I, 200

2

Chippewas, Ottawas, and Pottowatomiea.
Pottowatomies of Huron .............
Chippewas of wan Creek and Black
River.

120

133

253

--·-···--· .....

No school .••••.•••••

23
785

27
845

50
1,630

............... .......

No school .••........ .....
Nebesing and three 57
other places.

5,125

---------- ..... ---------··········--· ---- --- -·

4,547

----------

La Pointe agene1;. (b)
Cbippewns of Fond du Lac, BoiRe . . ..
---·Fort , rand Portage, Red Cliff,
Red River, Lac de Flambeau, and
Luc Con rt d'Oreilles bands.
Ckipp1JUJa agency.
Pill11ger, Missi~sippi, Pembina, and 2,087 2,558
Winnebago bish bantla of Chippewas.
Chippewa Special agcnC7J.
Chippewas of Red Lake band ...•...• 464 677

-

40,000

4

No school ..••.•..•..

Eagle Town and 75
Cross Village.
L'Anse and Barroga. 27

77

!:!9

..... .........

.......
58

3

On re8ervation . .•.••. 46

38

1,141

22,225

I

Red Lake Agency ... 20

10

917

19,460

3

On reservation ...• •.. 80

40

1\'ionebago ..•.........•.•••.••..••. 740 7 2
1,522
100,000
3 On res11rvation ....•.. 160
(11) From r port for 1 72. No report received for 1873.
(b) From report for 1 71. No report received since that year.
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505
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Alaska Territory,) on reservation8, or embraced within an agency; their wealth in individual
connected therewith: churches, members of chiirch, <fc.
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J'able showing number of Indians within the limits of the United
Schools.

Population.

No. of
scholars.

Name of agency and tribe.
Location .

.
Q,)
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s
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NORTHF.RN

SUl'EIUNTF.NDE\"CY

IN

NEBRA KA-Continued.
Omaha agency.

Omahas ........•.. .......•..••..•••• 486

515

1,001

$75,000

3

On reservation ....... 65

45

coo

3

Pawnee agency ...••. 94

46

Pawnie age:11cy.

Pawnees ...............•••..•••..••. 1,032 1,344

75,

2,376

Great Nemaha age11cy.

28
At agency ........•• 33
3,000
2. 000 . -- . ................................... ..... .. .....

]07
49

221
Y5

229

447

25,000

At agency ........... 50

33

139

274

$2,975

On the r eservation ..

18

28

254

533

12, 7')0

At agency ........••. 29

9

249

483

36,668

On reservation ....... 20

14

ll9
102

116
115

235
2l7

17,803
60,938

On their reservation .. 3:1
On Peoria reservation 20

12
13

75
37
116
104
40

75
58
115
102
45

150
95

On tb~ir reservation .. 22

21

206
85

30,500
20,000
45,000
44,000
], 000

Gr 11tand Little Osages .•.•.••••.•••. 1,474 1,351

2,823

425,000

Jowl\M ..................•......••.... 114
Sac~ and Foxes of ~Iissouri.. ... • . . . . . 46
Otoe ageny.

Otoos and Missourias . • • . . . • . . . . • • • • . 218
('F,

.TRAT, SUT'F.RTNTF.NDENCY

KA1'SAS AND INVIA

FOR

TlsRRITORY.

Kicapoo agency.

Kickapoos................ . .. . . . . . • • . 135
Kaw al{cncy.

Ka ws . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 279
Pottawatomie agency.

Pottawatomies.. ..................... 234

1

Quapaw agency.

Quapaw ........................... .
Uonf d rat d Kaskaskias, Peorias, Pi·
anke ha K, Weas, l\nd Miamies.
Ottawa of Blanchard'M Fork, &c ..••.
EMtem , hawnees ..•.......•.••.....
Wyandotts ...•••...••..•......•.....
, neca ........... .....•............
Black Bob, bawnees . ...•...•....•••.

231

1

--------------···----·
On their reservation ..

42

40

Mission in Kansas .. . 17

16

2

On reservation .•.... 30

20

},

At agency..••••••..• 24

26 1

1

·--· ......
...... ·--··---------········ ·--· ......

.... ..........................

Neoalto agency.

Wicltita ll{!ency.

401 )
300
140
125 I\
106 r ........
61
50
345

I

j

Kiova agenry.

2,000
2,198
774
30

200,000
401,425
50,015
6,200
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Table showing rntmber of Indians within tlt e limits of the
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CENTRAL UPERINTE ' DENCY FOR KAN·
SAS AND INDIAN TERill'rORY-Cont'd.
Upper Arkansas ag-ency.
.
Cheyennes .......••..••.•......•.•••. 1,000 1,2r o
ArapRhoei; . •• • . . . • • . . .• . . . . . .. . . . • • • . 775 875
Apaches.............................
60
60

2,200
1,650
120

52,500
45,000 }1
1,500

At agency ..•.•...••. 34

29

14

10

10

8

Moravian Mission .••. 11

5

Sac and Fox agency.
Absentee Shawnees.................. 326

363

,t89

42, 708

Sacs and Foxes...................... 246

201

447

36,350

28

56

5,334

North Fork Qf Cana•
dian.
DeE'p Fork of Cana•
dian.

Indians in l(ansaswitlwut anagency.(a)
Chippewas of Swan Creek, &c., Mun•
sees or Christians.

28

INDEPE 'DENT AGENCIES. bnt attached
to Central Superinleudmcy so far as
respects the fulfilling of CBrtain treaty
stipulations.

Cherokee agency.
Cherokees . ..•..••..•.•.....•...•.... 8,817 8,400 17,217 5,000,000

63

In nine distrfots .•.••. 865 J, 019

Choctaws . .••........••....•....••• . 7,500 8,500 16,000 3,500,000

50

Chickasaws . .••......•.••••.•••..... 3, 000 3, 000

13

Neighborhood schools, 573
&c.
NE>igh borhood schools, 217
&c.

213

National s;;hools, &c . 300

400

Choctaw agency.

6, 000 2, 000, 000

I

Creel, agency.

Creekij •.•.••.••..•.•..••...•...•.... 6, 000 7, 000 13, 000 . . • . . . . • . . 34
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Seminole agency.
Semiool •s .••••....••.•.•.• .. ••.•.... 1, 120 l, 318

2, 438

Si8acton

, iH
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63

At agency and other 104
places.

57

At, NohlE>town and
other places.

400, 500

I ·oi,:r f; "DE:ST AGENCIES IN DAKOTA.

ioux agency.

ton and Wahpeton

ioux. ••. . .•.
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1,540
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1,020

30,000

Devil's Lake agenry.
i~•f'ton, Wahpeton, and Cut•Hcad
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At agency ; not :fin•
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847 .•.•...••..••....•.. do .••......••. . ·- ·· · ·•· ·
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Table showing number of Indians within the limits of theSchools.

Population.

~o. of

scholars.

i,
~

i:,,

8
~
ol
p

Name of agency and tribes.

'C

-~

:a

Location.

.s

.9
cii
ol
8
Cl)

cii
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::a

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -1--

~

~

i

~

Cl)

,Q

~

z

~

0

....

ca

1- --- ----

8
p

--1--- - - - - - -l- -

INDEPENDENT .AGENCIES 11' DAKOTA

-Contlnu.id.
Upper Missouri agl!'licy.

Lower Yanctonal Sioux .•••.•••..••.
Lower Brul6 Sioux .•••..•••.••.•..•.

670

935

530
865

1,200
1,800

623
296
283

1,096
528
479

1 At agency .•••••••••. 12
1 . ••••• do .•.•••••••••. 10

8

10

Fort Berthold agency.

Arickarees .•••••.••••••••..••••...•.
Gros Yentres .•..•...•••••••.......•.
?riandans •..•••.•.••.•..•.•.••..••...

473
232
1!)6

}········ . ...

No schools •.••••••••.

. --. . ....

Yankton agency.

Yankton Sioux (a)................... .••.. . ••. .

1,947 .••••••••.

5

At agency and other
places.

1

At agency........... 20

Ponca agency.

Poncas. •• . • . . • •• • • • •• • . . .... . . .. •• • .

383

355

18, 000

738

15

Whetstone agency.

Upper Brul6Sioux(a) ............... 2,3502,650

5,000 .............. Noschools . .••.••.••..••..••• .

Flandrau special agency.

Santee Sioux (b) .............................. .

100 ............................................ .

INDEPENDENT AGENCIES IN WYOMING.

Red Cloud agency. (c)
Ogallalla. Sioux .. .................... . .•. . ... . .
No1 thern Cheyennes and Arapahoes.. .. • . . . • • . .

6 320
2; 857

i
5••· • .. •· · .. ·

No schools.········ .. · --· · • • •·

Shoshone agency.
535

1, 024

65, 000

1

At agency........... 38

Nez Pi:rce agency.
.. ez Pere.cs .......................... 1,322 l,4e5

2,807

225,000

2

Kamia and Lapwai .. 16

Eastern Band of Shoshones.......... 489

14

l.'iDEPE DENT AGENCIES IN IDAHO.

Fort !fall agency.

Bannacks and Shoshones.... ......... . • • . . . • • . .

12, 000 . • • . No school. ..... • • • • • . . • • . . .•..

1, 500

INDEPENDENT AGE CIESI MONTANA.

Blackfeet agency.
Blackfeet .• .....•.....•..••.•.•..•.•. 1,200 I, 800
Blood . . • . . • . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . 750 1, 000
Piegans . ...••...•................... l, 200 1, 550

3,000
1,750
2,750

~

40,000

1

At agency . ..•....... IO

IS

At agency ........••. 28

34

row age:ney•
• fountain Cro\ ff ••••••••••••••••••••• l, 400 I, 600
River Crows......................... 500 700
Flathead agency.

3,000
1,200

200,000
50,000

...... ....................................... ··- · .......

i

216 260
476 ... •• .... ·
P nd d'Orcille11............ . . • . . . . . . . 420 600 1, 020 . . . . . . . . . . 2 St. Ignatius mission . . S4
23
Kootenay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135 190
325 .....•....
(a) From report for 1 i:2; no report for 1B73, (b) No report received. (c) From report for 1872 an•l t.:'il.

Flatbf'nrl11. ••••.. .. .. .• .... .• . •• . •. • .
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Table showing nmnber of Indians within the lirnits of the
Rchools.

P opulation.

i-

No.of
scholars.

:;l

i:i.

0

~

-a

~

.Name of agency and tribe.

'O

-~

;a
.9

.s

.;

.;
"a

-a

s

~

j

oia,

0

Location.

...a,
,.Q

s

~

::;J
8
ti:
z
l
- - ~ - - - - - - - - - - + - - - - - - - - - - - - 1- -- - - - -- - 1 - - 1 - 1.:.DEPENDENT AGENCIF.S IN MON·

TANA- Continued.
Jo1itlc River agency. (a)
Santee and Yanktonai Sioux ................ - . •
TetonSioux:androaminglndians . .••. . .....••..

2 625

8:0QO

l
5--···--· ····

N

h 1
osc oos ........... ·••· · ••• ·

Fort Belf;nap special agency. (a)
Assinaboines . . . • • • . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . • • . . . • . . . • • . .
Gro1:1 Ventre1:1 .. .. ... .•••..•....•...•...•.. . ••..
River Crows .. ..••......•.•....•..•...... .. •.. .

4 790 ~
1: 10 0
•• •••• •••••• Noschoolg .. ......•...••. . •••.
11240

Fort Lemhi special agency. (a)
:Mixed Bannack,
Sheep-eater1:1.

Shoshones,

and

677 .•••.•.••..••. No schools .......•••..••...••.

INDEPENDENT AGENCIES IN NEVADA,
COLORADO, AND UTAH.

Walker River and Pyramid Lake ag-en•
cy, Nevada. (a)
Pah•Utes .... .• .... •. •••••• .•.••• .••. . .•. . . • •. .

6 000 .••..•.••..••. No schools . ...........•• ...••.

Southeast Pali• Ute agency, 1Yevada.
Pah•Utes.. . • •• •• . .•••• .•• ••. •• ••• •• . . . • . . . . • . .

3,000 . • •. . . •• . . . • • . No schools ......•.•...••. • •••.

Indians tn Nevada not under an agent.
Washoes, 500; Goship Utes, 204 . ... •. . • •• . . • •• .
, ho~hone1:1 . .. . . . . . . .•..• .•...• ... • • . . •• . . . •• . .
Bannacks .. ...•..••••.••••••..•..••. . ••...••. .

704 }
·
2, 000
• ••• •• • • . • • . No schools ..•...•.••..••..••..
11 500

White River agency, Colorado.
Gr11nd River Yampa and Uintah bands
of Utes.
· Los Pinos agency, Colorado.
Tabequacbe Utes .. .•••.•.•••..•..••.
l\"loache te1:1 .. ...• . ..... . ... ••...•..
Capote Utes . . ...........•....•......
Weminuche Utes ..•..•....•..•...••.

394

800 . • . • • • • • • . . • • . No school. .....••..•..••..•• •.

406

983 1, 307
213 299
66
8l
110 140

2.

wo
512
147
250

l

J 150_,coo
d,

~

At agency. ..........

27

13

Dr:nver special agency, Colorado.
Pe-ah's band of Utes .• .••...••••......••...••..

350 • • • • •• •• • . . • • . No school. •••••.. •• •..•• . • • • • ·

Uintah, Valley agene11, Utah.
~in tab Utes . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . • .
Pah Vantil, 134; Gosbip Utes, 256;
Pah•UteK, 52d; in Utah not under
an agent.

450

350

800 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • No school. . .' •.••..••• • • • • • • • · ·

918 •••••••••..•• • .••••• •••••• •••••••••· .••• ·•••·

I."DEPE DENT AGENCIES 11\' ARIZONA.

Colorado River agency.
2,500 . •• . No school. •••.•... •·•
lobaves on reRervation.. . .. .•. .••• •• 502 338
840
loh11v not on a re8ervation .•...••..•••..••.. 3,000 . •••••.••...•.••••. do .. . .........•
.
••••••••..••..•••••
do ..•••.•......
Yumas not on a reservation .......•.•.••...••.. 2,000
HualapaiK not on a reservation .. ...•...•. . .••.. 1,500 . •••••.••..••..••••. do ......•......
.
••••••••..••...•.•.
do
...•.••......
400
~~hm:•~nf>i~al, ~o ton a r~Kervalion ....• •. . ..•..
·
.. 0 thcrn Arizona .••. . .. .. .•. .. .•..
284 . .••...•• . .••..•.••. do ..........•..
(a) No report for 1873.

• •·· · ·• · ·
·•·· ·••··
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·••· · ····

I Malo.
j Female.

~

g.?
I [~

c:ii°

"'0

?

~

H)

~

q

~

C,

~

JI
~
[

Denomination in charge of schools.

;·
C,

~-

IAmount coofrlbotod
by any ,ellgious society.

Cb

~

....

I

;::,0

c-,

Amount contributed by individual
Indians.

Cb

;:;·
~

[
Number of missionaries and their
names and denominations.

I

?;-'
~~

~

r-,

I

0

.....

0

0
~

~

1 Number of-Indians

~l,:)

~

I

brought imme•
diately under the civilizing in·
fluence of the agency.
Number of Indians who have learned
to read during the year.

~

>=l

H

!Z

0

H

z>ti,.
>-,j
1-rj

>

H

~
.rn

C"tl

p

I Number of school-buildings.
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l
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l,:)

....

Number of Indians killed by members of their own tribe •
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men.
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Table showing number of Indians within the limits of the
Schools.

Population.

t

No.of
scholal'S.

i:,.

2i:,.

ca

,::I

Name or agency an:l tr:be.

'Cl

·;;:

;a

.s
.s

~

-:S

ca

Location.
::..

Q.)

Q.)

.0

';j

sp
z

ol

4,016
310

1
1

Pima VillagE> .••..... 32
Maricopa Village •••. 15

24
22

6,000

1

San Xavier del Bae .. 20

15

0
8

;

Q)

~

8
Q.)
r.,

INDEPENDENT AGENCIES IN ARI·

ZONA-Continued.
Pim,a and Maricopa agency.

:i:r~~p~·s· :: _-_-: ::::::::: ::::::::::::

2,

~~~ I,

m

Papago agency.
Papagoes ..•...•..••.•••.••• • ........ 3, 500 2, 500
]lloquis Pueblo agency.
Moquis Pueblos, in seven villages, (a).

.................... . .......

1,700

41

19

Ca1np Apache and San · Carlos special
agency.

White Mountain or Coyatero Apaches .
Pinal Apaches ..••••••••.••......••..
Aravaipa Apaches ..••.•..•.•.•.•••..
Tonto Apaches •••••••.••••......•.•.
Rio Verde special auen cy.
ApP.ches ..•.•.•••••••••.•.........••.
Apache Yumas ••••••........•....•..
Apache Moh aves .••....•..•.........

587
375
125
100

927
450
150
100

468
359
279

442
281
229

450

650

1,514 . • • . .••• .• . • . . No school. .........•..••. -•••.

i
~g }········ ....
i!g

55,000 .••..••... do ...•......••..••..••..

No school.. .....•.•...••..••..

Cltirfoaltua special agency.

Northern and Southern Apaches......

1, 100

18, 000 . • • . No school. ............... -•••.

NEW l\IEXICO SUPERINTENDENCY.

Navajo agency and special age ncy.
Navajoes .••...•...•....•..•..•...... 4,310 4,804

9, 114 . . . . . . . • . . . . • . No school.. ...........••..•...

Mescalero Apache agency ,

Mescalcro Apaches (a). .... .. . . •. . . . .

781 l, 114

1,895 .••.........•. No school. •.•.........••..••. •

P u,blo agency.

Pueblo~, in 19 villages .•.... . .. ....... 4, 0413, 838
outltcn, Apache ag~nry, Tulllro~a
TcServatLOIL.

, 'outheru Apaches .•••...•.•. .'. ......

I

7,879

$535, 750

5 In 5 villnges .......... 73

37

2001 300

500

5,000 .••. No school . .....•.••..••. - •••.

100
300
200

140
330
200

240
630
400

~ No school ...•....•..••...••.

• Iunche 'tfl ➔ •• •••• ••• •••• ••••••• • ••••••• • •••• •
Jlcari la Apache: ••••••.•••. . ••••.•• . . ••. . .••. .

650
560

} No school ..••..•.•..••. . ••• .

Abiguin or Tierra Amarilla agrnry.

apote tes ......... ...•••..••. .. ...
miuuche l 11•11 ••••• ••••• ••• ••••••
Jicarilla Apache ..••...•........... .

\V

i111arro11 agc11 C!J .

1. ·01;r£.',DE,"T AClF:.. n: I S ALI·
fOR/\U A1'D OULGO, .

P1

Ro ud Valley agency, California,
R!vn, Po tPr Vnl!ey, Rtdwoorl
l kl , , 'yl11Ck!!', 'oncow, nnd Lill L k Iudlan• .

5001

6191 1, 11!)

28,000

(11) From report for L 72.
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I Number of church-members.
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Table showing nurnber of Indians within the limits of the
Schools.

Population.

t

No. of
scholars.

A

~

A

ca:::

Name of agency and tribe.

-0

'i;:

;a

.s
.s

i

:B

.;

<ii

?.

r:

290

435

7:!5

5, 000

149

168

317

5,600

s

:§

~

0

Location.

~

,0

8

::,

~
~
E-t
z
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - 1- -· ' - - - - - - - - - -1-'.rNDEPENDENT AGENCIES IN CALI·
F0RNIA A.ND OHEG0N-Continued.

(a) Hoopa Valley agency, California.
Hoopas . • • • . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . • • • . . . • • . .

I

At agency........... 44

30

At agency . .......... 30

32

Tule River agency, Catifornia.
'fules and Tejons....................

Indians in California not embraced
in an agency.
Coahuila, Manache,
other Indians.

Mission,

and . • • . . . • • . . 20, 000 . • • • . • • • • . . • • . No school .••. .. •.••..••..••• •

Wann Springs agency, Oregon.
Wascoes ........................... .

~~~:::ar~~!~:: ::: :::::::::::: ::::::

154
131
1/i

134
158
33

288
289
49

49. 000
33,000
18,000

465

459

924

8,000

I

1

At agency........... 65

10

1

At agency........... 49

25

At agency ..••....•.. 25

15

At agency ..•...•..•. 16

10

Grand Ronde agency, Oregon.
Mole ls, Clackamas, and other bands. . .

Siletz agency, Oregan.
Rogue River, and thirteen other bands. • • • . . . • • . .

1, 058 •••.. •••• .

Umatilla agency, Oregon.
Walla•Wallas, Cayuses, Umatillas....

370

467

837

242
42
52
52
80

330
58
76
68
120

572
100
126
120
200

53
17
54
23

70
27
54
45

170,000

Klamath agency, Oregon.
Klamaths •••..••..••..••...•..••..••.
Modocs .••...•...••....•..••......••.
Wall•pah•pe Snakes ...•.....•.......
Yahoo11kin Snakes .. ..•.•.••...•.•...
Piute Suakes .••..••...•••...•.......

l

2:l, 200

...

No school ......•..•.

·--· .......

123
44
108 } 10,000
68

....

No school . .••...••..

---- ......

J

Alsea subagcncy, Oregon.

Coos ..•.•.•...•.••..•••........•••..
Umpqua11 .•.•..••.•..••....•.....•••.
Al~ as .••....•...••...••••...••.•.• .
Sins laws .•.•...•.•...••. . ..•....•..
Malheur special agency, Oregan.
Roving IndianH in ast rn and south•

ca t •rn parts of the tat .
Indian, roamin,ir on Columl,ia River.
Ortl{ari.
·
Ren gades and otber11...... ..... ..... . • • . . . • • . .
VA.HI\GTOS TF.RRITORY
T.E:.ot; CY.

1,200 . •• • • • • •• . . • • . No school. ...•........••...••.

3, 000 . • • • • . • • • . • . . . No school. ..•.....••..••..•••.

tJl'EHJX•

Nenh Bay age11cy.
fa nh

2!H

310

604

280

3:?0
150

GOO
275

eah Bay .. .. ....•.. 12

$LOO, 000

• "kokomi 1, agtncy.
"

)!

n

•·•·•· •·· ··· •·••····•····•••· l:?;j

(11) l:'rom report for J::7::>.

}1

At agency . .......... 15

I Male.
.....

I\:)

.....

0

C

0

;,

....P"

0

::s

~
(!)

~

e.

"'

s·c:l

.

~

;=.;·

.....
~

~~

~

trj~

~- <+~ P"

~ P"

~;·

~

.....

~(!)

oo

'Oi:,.

.....

00
'Oi:,.

~

~;·

\ Female.

~-!
~ ::,-

..g.?z
~~

Denomination in charge of schools.

oo

'O

I~

i:,.

f!?..;·

cnnb'ibuted by any ,a.
ligious society.

I Amount contributed
by individual
Indians.
,
'O

~
::s

~

.
o·

~

t:I

~

(!)

~~
• 0

1

~

R.

~
.:,
~
_.,,,

~

~

I Amount

~

~~

.:
.,,,
;·

<+-

,....

<:::

j-'

(:,,

~

So
~

(:,,

;·

~

~

I>

[

.s-

0
0

Number of missionaries, and their
names and denominations.

C,

t_zj

s~

~

r-,

I

'O

0

C,

9

0
tj

I Number
of Indians brought immes·
diately under the civilizing influ· ence of the agency.
ci-

0

"'
0

01

.....

~

0

1'!)

"'
.....

,....

-J
0

CJt

C,

CJt

-J

CJt
0

i:.,

. .....

.....

-J

CJt

i:.,

00

w

I\:)

o,
0

0
"'
0

H

z

I>

, fzj
1-:tj

I>
H

~
Ul

d

c..

j Number of school-buildings .

I\:)

.,,,0

~

~

\ Number of Indian8 who have learned
to read during the year.

J

"'

H

~

i:.,

00

Number of church-buildings.

1Number of church-members.
Number of Indians killed by members of their own tribe.
Number of Indians killed by hostile
·
Indians.
Number of Indians killed by white
1nen.
[ Number of white men killed by
Indians,

J

I\:)

I
I

-.:i
~

c.i,
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Table showing nurnber of Indians within the limits of the

.

No • of
scholars.

Schools.

Population.

t

p.

0

t.

al

d
"O

Name of agency and tribe.

·i;:

;a

Location.

.!3

.!:!

.,;

ca

.,;

s

3
.....

.Cl

ol

r: E-<0
-- ---

~

a:
Q)

t

.,;

c3

8
::s

.,;
ai

2

Fort Simcoe_ ...•.•• - 34

14

,0

z

~

s

<l>

r;.

,VASHINGTON TERRITORY SUPERINTENDENCY-Continued.

Yakama agency. (a)
Yakamas-----· ................ ,--··· 1,400 I, 600

3,000

..............

Tulalip subagency. (a)
D 'Wamish and other allied tribes .. _.. 1,698 !, 902

3,600

90,775

1

Tulalip reservation . .. 23

25

554

5,000

1

At agency --- - - - .....

8

5

3,349

90,400

1

Saint Francis Regis
mission.

30

15

1

On reservation .•••...

Quinaielt suba.gency.
Quinaielts, Queets, Hobs, Quille-Utes. 248

306

Colville special agency. (a)
ColvilleH, Spokanes, Pend d'Oreilles, 1,717 1,632
Lakes.

Puyallup reservation. (a)
Nisquallys, Puyallups, and others .....

.....

-----

1,200

---·· ......

600

----- .....

2,000

---·------

··-· ----·

Clteltalis reservation. (a)
Chehalis and other Indians .. ___ ..• _•.

··-··----- ......

INDIANS IX NORTH CAROLINA, TEN·
NESSEE, GEORGIA, FLORIDA, AND
TEX.A.

.

No school.. _... -·-·-.

·-·· ··- -·

}tot under an agen t.
Cherokees, Seminoles, Lipan6, Tonkaway ij,

-

-----····· ---- ·······--·-····--·- ·-· ..... ·-- --

(a) From report for 1872.
RECAPIT

• ·umber of Inrli!ms in the United States, Pxclu ive of those in Alaska Territory .••.. _•. _.. _•• - 295, 084
Wealth of Jotlians in individual property ________ • , ............ ··-·- -· .............. -·. ------ $l6, 082, 155
Number of ~cboolH upon Indian r servatione ... _... __ .. __ ... ·-- ... ___ .. _. •• . .. .. .. . ... .. .... . •
285
,.'umber of scholars in th se ycbools, male, 4,792; female, 4,234 ... _... ___ .. ___ ........ _.. ..... •
9, 026
umbn of teach r for these schools, ma!e, 172; female, 185. _____ • ,. ___ • ·--. _.............. _..
357
Numb r of Hchool-hou~ s .. ___ ... ____ . ·-·- _. ·- ... ____ .... __ •. ___ .......... _.. _.••.. ____ ..... _.
l 67
Amouo contributed by religions societies for support of schools .. _.... ____ •... ___ .•.•.••.. _...
27, 173
Amonot cootribut d by individual Indians for support of schools._ .. ·--- ....... _____ ........ _.
1, 121
.,'urrbcr of miM lonari II umong the Indians ___ ... _. _______ ___________ -·-- .... _._-----··-......
91
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United States, exclusive of those in Alaska, q·c.-Continued.
No. of
teacher8.

.E:

__,___ ,______ ,____ - - - -\--- - - - - - - - - -

-

-

---

-

-

--

1 Methodist ...... . .. ·..•..••..••..••..••••..••..• •. . • •.. - - -

1

1

Meth. Epis ...

2.

2

Catholic .. ..................... . ... . ..... . ............................ ..... ......... '·•.•·

Meth. Epis......................• : ......•..•..•.....•. · ••. - •• - · - - · · · - · · ·

1 . •.. Catholic .......... .. ..... . ......... .. ........... •····· •··· •··· •··· •····· •··· ·••· ·• •· ··• ·

ULATION.
Number of Indians brought immediately under the civilizing influences of the agencies ...•.• ••.
Number of Indians who have learned to read during the year .•.....••...••••.•...••....•.....
Number of church-buildings upon the reservations ••••.•.•.••••......•.•.......••..••..••..••.
Number of church-members, Indians .• .. .. .•.....•.... ... ... ....•••. ..• •. .. .• .•...••......••.
Number of Indians killed by Indians of their own tribe during the year ....•..• • .•••...•. •• .••.
Number of Indians kill ed by hostile IndianR during tl:le year ..•.•..••...•...•...•.......•• . .. .
Number of In<lians killed by whiteR during the y ear .............•.•.•........•..•.•.......••.
Num bt:r of white persons killed by Iudian,; during th e year .. .. . .... •... .•..... ... ...•••• .•.•. .

38,637
1,019
103
9,664
17B
185
20
21
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81.
D E r.rn 'nIE TT OF TIJE I NTERIOR,
OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS,

November l, 1873.
Srn: I have the honor to submit herewith my eighth annual report upon the Indian
trust-fund business.
The general plan carried out in presenting this report is the same as adopted in 1869.
Tables Nos. I, II, and III, (purchase of bonds,) should be considered collectively;
also the interest-tables on non-paying &tocks.
All important transactions which have occurred since the 1st of November, 1872, are
explained in detail.
Special attention is invited to the subject of non-paying- Stafo bonds, which will be
treated upon in closing the report.
PURCHASE O:F STOCKS .

No. I.-Schedule showing the description, arnou,nt, cost, cmcl date of pm·cltase.
Date of purchase.

Amount, purchased.

Nov. 4, 1872
May 15, 1873
Sept. 24, 1873
Oct. 4, 1873
.•.. do··-···Oct. 23, 1873
Oct. 27, 1873
Oct. 28, 1873
Oct. 30, 1873

$1,650
54,200
114,000
20,000
10,000
9,500
12,000
5,000
44,000

Kind of bonds purchased.

Commission.

P er R ate of Cost of bond8,
cent. purchase. iucludin~ com:
mission.

Rate. Amount

--United States loan of 1881- United States 10-408 --·····
United States loan of 1865 ..
Do····--··--···----·
United States loan of 1868 __
United States loan of 1865 ..
Do,.·-········-·-··Do .•.......•.. ,.·-·Do .•••••.. -- -······ ·

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

-----

5
5
6
6
6
6
6
6

6

109.\ll2¼

...............
................
............... .
not

110

.........
t

75
50
68
52
88
00
25
00

--$67.75

-----· -------·

.......... ............

t

¼

l

t

-----

. 11 87
15 00

6 25
55 00

-155 87

301,923 58

270,350 00

Total..·---··-·········

}

110½
110¼

$1,806
60, 8:19
127,953
33,725
JO, 461
l!l, 230
5,506
48,400

I

No. 11.-Schedule showing the tribes for which the boncls exhibited in Schedule No. I were
pitrchasecl.
Kind of bonds.

Amount.

---------1--- -

Per
cent.

Pnnd or tribe.

--1-----------------1-----

llnitcd tates loan of 1881. _.

$L, 650 00

United

54,200 00

( Cherokee national fund .. _.......••. . ...••.
Chero_kee school-fund .••..••. ••.•.. _.. .••. .
Cherokee orpbaus' fund ..•..••. . ..•..•• - - .
Chickasaw national fund .•....•..••. ___ •. _
5 I Chippewa and Christian Indians ..•.....•. Iowas ·-···--·-···--·-··-··-········ ····· ·
Kaskaskias, P eorias, &c . - •...•....•...••. l Shawnees·. . __ .·-.·-·- __ . ___ .. .. _...•... __ .
5 Sacs and Foxes of the Mi8Si:1Rippi. - .•..•. - - - .
(Cherokee national fund. __ .• , •••• - ••. --·. - .
Cherok ee sc hool-fund. --······----·.-·-·-· ·
Cherokee orphans' fund . • . - .. . -·- ... - - - .•..

l

I

tates 10·40s _. _. . __ .

81:f:i
~::~:~~~\:;~~~!~d~::::: ~::::::::::::
Chippewa and Christian Indians . ..••• _··- __
Choctaw genrral fund--··-_ ..... . - .. - .•.. ·Choctaw school-fund.--- .• -··· --- - -· -··-- - .

nited, tat

d

loan of 1 63 . -· 114,000 00

) KanHaS
f~~~~~ . ~?~.~~~ : ::::::::: :::::: ::: :::::: :: :
schools . __ . ___ ............ - ....... .
Kaskaskias, Peorias, &c ..•...... -- - - .. - •• .
I:Menomonee~.··--·
..•. -··--- .• -··_. - -- - - - .
o ~age school~ . . ____ .. _..•.. . ____ . __ . . ___ ..
Ottawas and CbippewaR · -·- .•. - ... -- .. - ••
IPottawatomieH'
erlucati on.--····-·· - ---·--·
F,acs and l!'oxeH of
Missis. ippi . ___ _.... .
ICherokee
,'enecas and , hnwnef'~ ·-··-- ------ __ · ----orplHLDb' fuud . . __ ... ··- .. _.... ___ .
th e

20,000
10,000
9,500
12,,000
.j, 000
4~ , 000

Amount to
each.

00
00
00
00
00

00

To al.. .......... ..... :?111, 3ioj'"

6
6
6
6

herokee orphans' fnnrl . .•• --··--· ····-· ·-··
Ch rokee oq,haos'Jund ·········- ····- - ----

berok e orphan b' fund __ •.... . ____ ... - - - - .
Ob rok a•ylum-fund .•.... _. ___ ·-·----···
6 ChProkoe u-ylum-fund,--·---·-····· ·------·
6 { 'herok ea.,y lum-fund .. .......... ·--·--· ·
,'h11wn1• ~-· -···---------··· · ·-·--· · ·----- ·

--1

$704 31
552 52
211 29
48 75
14 S4
16 44
76 45
25 30
54,200 00
!l, 161 48
7,175 ll
27,415 06
23,874 60
50 95
4,454 74
1, 781 90
16, !)28 00
414 16
120 19
J, 781 90
97 04
8,018 5:l
6,236 63
8, !109 47
890 94
905 4t
1, 78:l 90
20,000 00
10,000 ()I)
!!, 500 00
5,542 :!9
6,457 7t
5,000 ()()
32, 34~ 9ti
11,657 0-l
270,350 00
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No. TII.-Sohedule showing the sou,rces from which the funcls icere c1erived for the investments
exhibited 'in Schedules Nos. I and II.
Amount
drawn for
investment.

Sources from whence
drawn.

Cherokee national
fund.
Cherokee school•
fund.
5 Cherokee orphans'
fund.
5 Chickasaw national
fund.
5 Chippewa
and
Christian Indians.
5 Iowas ..•.••... . ••.

) $1,542 43

Fulfilling treaty: Pr••
ceeds of lauds.
'l'rust-fund stocks redeemed, due.

5 Kaskaskias, Peorias,
&c.
5 Shawnees ..••...•.

83 71

Sacs and Foxes of
the Mississippi.
6 Cherokee national
fund.
6 Cherokee school•
fund.
6 Cherokee orphans'
fund.
6 Cherokee asylum•
fund.
6 Cherokee school•
fund.
6 Cherokee schoolfund.
6 Cherokee orphans'
fund.
6 Cherokee orphans'
fund.
6 Chickasaw national
fund.
and
6 Cbippawa
Christian Indians.
6 Choctaw general
fund.
6 Choctaw schoolfund.

60,872 08

Amount of Per
purchase. cent.

Kind of bonds.

(

$704 31

5

I
I
United States loan of1881-<

552 52

5

I

Il

211 29
48 75
14 94
16 44
76 45
25 30

United States 10-40s . . ....

54,200 00

(

3, 161 48

I
I

2,213 03
948 44
23, 87-4 60
486 14
4,475 94
26,463 12

United States loan of 1865

3 50

I
I
I
I
It
(

I

50 95
4,454 74

1, 78i 90
16,928 00

Tribe or fund.

I

88 95

>

I

)

53 38
16 36
18 00

27 71

5

6

Creek orphans

120 19

!:

Iowas .••...•.. . ••.

.l, 781 90

6

Kansas schools .••.

·--·

U nited States loau of J 865-{

97 04

6 Kaskaskias, Peorias,
&c.

I
I
I

)-33, 893 75

I

545 65
5,023 79
29,702 23
3 93
::;7 19
5,000 00
2,000 00
19, 000 00
8 99

I

\

455 86

I

l

134 90
2,000 00
24 48

f

'\

84 08

6

Menomonees ......

(

6,236 63

6

Osage schools ...•..

7,000 00

I

8, 909 47

6

10,000 00

890 94

Ottawas and Chip•
pewas.
6 Pottawatomies' edu•
cation.

905 41

6

I

1, 783 90

L
U nited 'tat es loan Lf1 68 ..

20,000 00
10,000 00

I

6

6

I

l

9,000 00

1,000 00

r

1r

32 58
983 65

2 24
Senecas and Shaw•
-<I 2,000 00
nces.

6 } Cherokee orphans

fund.

Pro•
ProPay-

Fulfilling treaty:
ceeds of lauds.

Pro•

I

8,018 52

Sacs and Foxes of
the MisHissippi.

Pro-

I

J

Il

I
U nited States loan ofl8651

ProPro-

)

(

41-116

Fulfilling treat.y:
ceeds of lands.
Fulfilling treaty:
ceeds of lands.
Fulfilling treaty:
ceeds of lands.
l<'ulfilling tl'eaty:
ceeds of lands.
Fulfilling treHt.y:
ceeds of lands.
Fulfilling treaty:
ment for lauds.

l

33,725 52

Fulfilling treaty: Proceeds of ~chool-lands.
Trust-fund stocks redeemed, due.
Proceeds of Osage dimin•
ished reserve.
Pl'oceedsohale of orphans'
bonds.
Proceeds of sale of Chickasaw national bonds.
Proceeds of Missouri bonds
redeemed.
P{oceeds of Missouri bonds
rede·e med.
Proceeds of Missouri bonds
redeemed.
Fulfilling treaty: Proceeds of lands.
Proceeds of sale of Creek
orphans' bonds.
Fulfilling treaty: Proceeds -of lands.
Proceeds of Missouri bonds
redeemed.
Fulfilling treaty: Pro·
ceeds of lands.
Proceeds of sale of Kaskaskias, &c., bonds.
Proceeds of Missouri bonds
redeemed.
Proceeds of Mi~souri bonds
redeemed.
Proceeds of Missouri bonds
redeemed.
Proceeds of Missouri bonds
redeemed.
Fulfilling treaty: Payrnent for lands.
Fulfilling treaty: Pro•
ceeds of lands.
Fulfilling treaty: Pro•
ceeds of lands.
ProceedH of Missouri bonds
redeemed.
Proceeds of Osage dimiu•
ished reHerve.
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No. III.-Schedu le showing the sources frorn which the funcls were de:rived for the investments
·

exhib'ited in Schedules Nos. 1 and II-Continued.
Amount of Per
purchase. cent.

Kind of bonds.

(

I
I
lJnited States loan of 1865 <
I
Il

$9,500 00

6

5,542 29

6

6,457 71

6

5,000 00

6

32,342 96

6

11,657 04

6

Tribe or fund.

Amount
drawn for
investment.

Cherokee orphans' $10,461 80
fund.
Cherokee orphans'
6,110 37
fund.
Cherokee asylum7,119 63
fund.
Cherokee asylum5,506 25
fund.
Cherokee asylum35,577 25
fund.
Shawnees ..••..••. 12,860 27

Total ••.....•••..•. 270,350 00

Sources from whence
drawn.

Proceeds of Osage diminished reserve.
Proceeds of OBage diminished reserve.
Fulfilling treaty: Proceeds of lands.
Fulfilling treaty: Proceeds of lands.
Fulfilling treaty: ProceedH vf lands.
Proceeds of sale of Ottawa
of BlancbaPd's Fork and
Roche de Boeuf trustfund bondH.

302,017 47

Statement of requisitions and ·1 efundments.

Date.

R equisition and refundment.

1872.
October 21 . • • . . . • • . Requisition in favor of the Secretary of the Interior .••.
December 27 . . • . . • . Amount refunded by the Secretary of the Interior .•.•..
1873.
April 19. .•• . . . • . • • .
June 28 .•••••. •. . ..
October 4 •• • • • • • • • .
October 16 ......•..
October 30 . • . . . . . . .

Amount
drawn.

$1,830 54

Requisition in favor of the Secretary of the Interior....
60,872 08
Amount refunded by the Secretary of the Interior ..... ..••. ...... ....
Requisition in favor of the Secretary of the Interior . " ..
] 78, 251 45
Requisition in favor of the Secretar.v of the Interior. ...
61,063 40
Balance in hands of the Secretary of the Interior . .•• • •.............. .
Total......... ... .................. .... ... .... ..

302, 0l7 47

Amount invested and
refunded.

$1,806 75
23 79
60,839
3~
178,251
61,025

50
58
45
RB
::17 52

302,017 47

Section 4 of the general appropriation act of Congress, approved Ft>bruary 14, t8n,
(Stat. 17, p. 46~,) provides that there shaU be set apart from t.be funds belong-ingto tl.te
Cherokee Nation the sum of $100,000 from the proceeds of lands sol<l to the Osages,
$ 0,000 thereof to be invested as a part of the orphans' fund, ancl $20,000 to be expended for bnilclings and other improvements deemecl necessary for the wnefit of the
institution for the orphans; and the sum of $100,000 from the procef'<ls of the strip of
land in Kansas to be set apart for an asylum for the in ane, deaf ancl dumb, blind,
and indigent persons of tho Cherok e Nation, $75,000 of which to he invested as a
separate fuud, anc1 its interest semi•annually applied to the support of said institution,
th r maining, 2o,00O to be expended for its el:!tablisl11nent.
In accordance therewith · 0,000 derived from the sale of landR to tbe ORa~es, and
, ·75,000 from the sale of the Cherokee strip in Kan1-1as, bave been inve8tBcl in United
, tat s register cl six p r cent. tock ; a,ncl of the stoclrn so rmrclrn.Herl, !;i;71,505.41 has
been add ·cl to the orphan8' furnl, aud ."'67,675.~7 set apart as a eparate fond for the
h roke a ylnm.
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No. lV.-Statement showing the sale of bonds since November 1, 1872.
"C

~

oi

Kind of bonds.

.

...;

.,A
<I)

"§"'

"'"'
"'

... ci

United States loan of 1881. 5

Total .•••••.••..••.

5
5
5
5
5
5

....i0

A

sg

~
p

.es
s"'
~ A

0

s

~

p:;o

<

A

Cherokee national fund . .
Ottawas of Blau chard's
Fork and Roche de
Breuf.
Ottawas of Blanchi:.rd's
Fork and Roche de
Breuf.
Chickasaw national fund.
Cherokee orphans ..••••.
Creek orphans ..•••••.••.
Kaskaskias, Peorias, &c ..
Pottawatomies, millR ...•••
Pottawatomies, education.

... +>

£

<I)

...

~

Uuited States loan of 1881 5
United States loan of 1867. 6

United States loan of 1881.
United States loan of 1881.
United States loan of 1881.
United States loan of 188l.
United States loan of 1881United States loan of 1881.

Fund or tribe.
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P.o
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1873.
$600 0()
Jan. 31
May 21 21, 150 00

May 21 ·
May
May
May
May
Oct.
Oct.

....0

~.;

;.::0

574 48

21
· 50 00
3 44
21
21
398 57
73 51
21·
28 5,000 00
28 5,000 00

$81 00 -·----·
$681 00
3,859 87 $26 44 24. 983 43
83 30

71

57
10
375
375

7 25
50
79
66
00
00

C6
01
50
09
6 25
6 25

4,850 37

40 31

657 07
57
3
455
84
5, 3fi8
5,368

19
93
86
08
75
75,

- - - - - ---- - - -

... ................................ .. ........ 32,850

00

37,660 06

By the general appropriation act of Congress, approved February 14, 1873, (Stat. 17,
p. 462,) the Secretary of the Interior was authorize<l. to sell all the bonds then held
in trust for the Ottawas of Blanchard's Fork and Roche de Bumf, amounting to
$21,724.48, and apply the proceeds of the sale in the manner prescribed by the terms
of the sixteenth article of the treaty with the Senecas and other tribes of February
23, 1867. (Stat. 15, p. 517.)
The sixteenth article of the treaty, above referred to, provides for the sale of the
west part of the Shawnee reservation to the Ottawas, at one dollar per acre; and forthe purpose of paying for said reservation the United State~ shall take the necessary
amount, whenever the area of such land shall be found by actual surveys, from the
funds in the hands of the Government arising from the sale of the Ottawa trust lands,
as provided in the 9th article of the treaty of 1862, and the balance of said fund, afterthe payment of accounts provided for in article 5 of the said treaty, shall be paid to
the ti·ibe per capita.
The area of the Shawnee lands sold to the Ottawas, by actual survey, is 14,860?lo
acres, which, at one dollar per acre, would produce the sum of $14,860.27. This sum,
after deducting $2,000 advanced by the United States, as provided by the 8th article
of the treaty of February 23, 1867, (Stat. 15, p. 515,) has been invested, in accordance
with said 8th article of said treaty, in United States registered bonds, loan of 1865, for·
the benefit of the Shawnees, as will appear by reference to Schedules Nos. II and III,
"Purchase of stocks."
The balance of the net proceeds of the Ottawa bonds, $10,780.23, after the payment
of accounts herein before referred to, is to be paid to the tribe per capita.
By the same general appropriation act, (Stat. 17, p. 452,) the Secretary of the Interior was also authorized to sell eighty-six twenty-one-hundred-and-eightieth parts of'
the several classes of bonds held in trust by him for the Pottawatomies, to carry out
the provisions of the 3d article of the treaty with the Pottawatomies of November 15,
18_61, a modified by the treaty of March 29, 1866, by paying to those members of the
tribe who are entitled thereto under said treaty provisions their share of the tribal
funds.
In compliance therewith thfl foHowing amounts were sold, viz:
Of the e<lucation fund .. _... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5, 000 00
Premium realized on sale of the same ............................. _.. • . . .
368 75
Total proceeds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 5, 368 75
Amo~ut remitted to Superintendent Hoag, October 30, 1873, to pay 86 citizens
their share of the proceeds of the sale, $3,211.89, and premium, $236.88... 3, 448 77
Leaving a balance of this fund to be re-invested of.............. . . . . . . . . . .

1, 919 98

Of the mill-fund ........ . ......••........•.............................. $5, 000 00
Premium realized on sale of the same ...•. , .. .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .•
368 75
Total proceeds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

5, 368 75
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Amount remitted to Superintendent Hoag, October 30, 18~3, to pay 86 citizens
. their share of the proceeds of the sale, $2,621.95, and premium, $193.37 ... $2, 815 32
Leaving a balance of this funu to be re-invested of._ •. __ ... ____ .. .,,,... . . . . 2, 553 43
The amounts shown in Table No. IV, sale· of stocks, as sold and belonging to the
Chickasaw national fund, Cherokee ,orphans' fund, Creek orphans, and Kaskaskias,
Peorias, &c., being portions of a bond in which the Ottawas of Blanchard's Fork and
Roche de Bceuf had an interest, were necessarily sold, in order to realize the amount
belonging to the Ottawas.
•
The amounts realized by the sale of that portion belonging to the Chickasaws ancl
others have been re-invested. (See Schedules Nos. I, II, and III," Purchase of stocks."
No. V.-Statement showing the redemption of bonds since November l, 1872.
Kind of bonds.

Fund or tribe.

Date of redemption.

Amount redeemed.

Missouri State, Pacific
Railroad 6 per cent.
bonds.

Cherekee school-fund .•••••••••.••••..••••.•••.••.••..
Cherokee school-fund ....••....••..••••.•••....•.•.••.
Cherokee school-fund ........••.•..••.••.••.••.••..••.
Chippewa and ChriMtian Indians ...................... .
Chippewa and Christian Indians ..•.....••.••••.....••.
Choctaw general fund ..••.••..•.••.........•••...•.•..
Choctaw school-fund .•••....•.•.•.....•.•••...•••..••.
Kausas schools .•.•.•....•..•.•.•....••...•••.••....••.
Menomonees .•.•••..••.•........•.....•...••...•.••••.
Osage schools ..•..•.....•.•••••...••••...••...•..•••••
Ottawas and Chippewas .•.....•.••....•.•.•••.•...••.
Pottawatomies, education .......•..........•...•.•.••.
Senecas ancl- Shawnees ........•••...••...••••..••..••.

Feb. 18, 1873
Mar. 8, 1873
July 22, 1873
July 22, 1873
Aug, 16, 1873
Aug. 16, 1873
Aug. 16, 1873
Sept. 7, 1873
Sept. 7, 1873
Sept. 7, 18'/3
Sept. 7, 1873
Sept. 7, 1873
Sept. 7, 1873

$2,000
1,000
2,000
3,000
2,000
2,000
19,000

Total . ...... ... ... ...••. ...••. .••••• •••••• •••••. .•.••• .••.. ••.

00
00
00
00
00
00
00

2,000 00
9,000 00

7,000
10,000
1,000
2,000

00
00
00
00

62,000 00

The proceeds of the above bondH were subsequ ently invested in United States 6s, loan of 1865, as will
appear by reference to Schedules Nos. I, II, III, "Purchase of stocks."

No. VI.-Statement of exchange of bonds.
Date of exchange.

Amount exKind of bonds exchanged.
changed.
$90,000 00

Amount
received in
exchange.

Arkansas 6 per cent. eoupon. $90,000 00

Kind of bonds r eceived in
exchange,
Arkansas 6 per cent. coupon,
interest from J11,n, 1, 1874.

----Recapilnlcition of statements effecting aggregate of bonds held in trltst, <f'c.

Whole amount of bonds reported on haml November 1, 1 72 ...............•........ _•••....•.... _.............• $4,810,716 83i
Amonot of boucls since purchased, (see purcba e of bond , cbedules Nos. I, II, and III) $270, 350 00
Add amount of bonds received from the State
of Arkansas in lieu of interest . . . . • . . . . . . . 78, 000 00
- - - - $348,350 00
Deduct amonnt of bonds sold, (as per statem nt o. IV, sale of bonds) ............ _..
32,850 00
And amount of bond rede m cl, (a per statem ut o. V,r d mpti n f bond) ........ .
62,000 00
94,850 00
253,500 00
Total amount on han<l To, mber 1, 1 i3 ...................... .

5,064,216 83t
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INDIAN TRUST-FUND.

A.-List of names of Indian tribes for whom stock is held in trust by the Secrepary of the
Interior, showing the amount standing to the credit of each tribe, the annual interest, the
date of M·eaty or law undei· which the investment was made, and the amount of abstracted
bonds for which Congress has made no appropriation, and the annual interest on the same.
Statutes at
Large.
Treaty or act.

Tribe.

Amount of
stock.

Vol. Page.
Cherokee national fund •••. Dec. 29, 1835
27, 1819
Cherokee school-fund .••. { Feb.
Dec. 29, 1835
29,
Dec.
Cherokee orphan-fund ... { Feb. 14, 1835
1873
Cherokee asylum-fund _.••. Feb. 14, 1873
20, 1832
Chickasaw national fund. { Oct.
May 24, 1834
Chickasaw incompetents ... May 24, 1834
Chippewa and Christian .••. July 15, 1859
Choctaw general fund .•.••. Jan. 17, 1837
Choctaw school-fund ..••••• Sept. 27, 1830
Cr~ek orphans .........•••. May 24, 1832
Delaware general fund ..••. May 6, 1854
Delaware school-fund .•••.. Sept. 24, 1829
Iowas .••.••••••.••••••. { May 17, 1854
Mar. 6, 1861
Kansas schools •••••••••••• June 3, 1825
May 30, 1854
Kaskaskias •••••••••••••• { Feb.
23, 1867
Kaskaskias, &c., school-fund. Feb. 23, 1867
Kickapoos ...•••.....•.••. June 28, 1862
Menomonees ....••.••••••. Sept. 3, 1836
Osage schools ......•..•••• June 2, 1825
Ottawas and Chippewas ..• Mar. 28, 1836
Pottawatomies, education .. Sept. 26, 1833
Pottawatomies, mills ...... Sept. 26, 1833
Sac's and Foxes of the Mississippi.. .•.•............ Feb. 18, 1867
Sacs and Foxes of Missouri. Mar. 6, 1861
1836
Senecas ..•.•••••••.••••• { June 14,
Jan. 9, 1837
June
14,
1836
Senecas and Shawnees .•. {
Jan. 9, 1837
Senecas, Tonawanda band. Nov. 5, ]857
Shawnees .•••.•..•.• , •.. { May 10, 1854
Feb. 23, 1867
Stockbridges and Munsees . Sept. 3, 1839
Total ...•••• ,: ••••••

-··········--·

7
7
7
7

J.7

17
7
7
7
12
7
7
7
10
7
10

12
7
10

15
15
13
7
7
7

7
7
15
12
5
5
5
5
11
15
15
7

.

Amount
Annual in- of abstracted Annual interest.
terest.
bonds.

478
$943,550 86 $55,183 92
195
29,576 75
520,134 64
478
478
14,836 35
248,600 51
462
4,060 52
67,675 27
462
381
75,157 84
450 } 1,261,996 nt
100 00
2,000 00
450
2,449 79
42,792 60
1105
27,206 91
453,781 90
605
2, 701 31
50,355 20
333
4,397 90
77,015 25
366
24,544 03
435,283 90
1048
550 00
11,000 00
327
1069
6,617 37
107,463 43
1171
27,267 31
1,525 48
244
1082
so, 047 92
4,939 40
519
44,700 00
3,129 00
519
6,570 00
}31, 400 00
625
7,753 05
153,457 41
506
40,236 63
2,074 20
240
21,209 47
1,199 57
491
86,390 94
4,328 46
431
15,000 00
750 00
431

}
}

}
}

·495
1171 .
47
135
47
135
737
515
515
580

--- ......

}

55,105 41
21,925 00
40,944 37

39
1 15,439
86,950 00

}

16,492 69
6,000 00

~. 764 32
1,217 25
2,047 22
867
4,347
941
300

42
50
20
00

5, 064, 216 83¼ 292,136 76

$68,000 00
15,000 00

$4,080 00
900 00

-·······-··· ·--····--···
... . ... . ...... . ...............

----········ ············
···· ····---- ..............
············ ·········-··
·-----------

-----····---- ----------------------·
········---- --------····
------------

········---·
············ ..............
---····· ···· .............
------······ ..............
............ ...............
-----······· .............
··--·-···--- ··-·····-·-·········-··. . ········ ·-··
...........
------······
············
50 00
1,000 00
------------ ·-·-········
............. -----····· ··
.............. ............
----------·- ............
............ ············
------·-···· ············
········--·- ···········.............. ...............
84,000 00

5,030 ,00

B.-.Statem~nt of stock-account, exhibiting in detail the securities in ·which the funds of .each
tribe are invested and now on hand, the· annual interest on th.e same, and the amount of abstracted bonds not pi·ovided for by Congref!s.
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Cherokee national fund.

il~E ~ ~i¥i:::;:;;;;;:\;;~;;:;:i:i :

State of North Carolina .•..•••••..••••.•••••
State of , outh Carolina .•• •.•••••..• ••••.••.
State of T ennessee .•••••..•••••.••.••.•••••
tate of T ennessee ...•••..••••••••.••••••••
Stat e of Virginia ..••••.••.••••...•••••.••••
Un ited States, issue to Union Pacific Railroad, eastern division .••.•••••••••••••••••

46 I

6

$13,000
1,500
11,000
52,000
41,000
118,000
5,000
125,000
90,000

6

156,'638 56

7

6
6
6
6
6
6
5

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
90
00

•••••••••••.
$50, 000 00
13, 000 00
. • . • • • •• . • • .
5,000 00
. • • • • • •• • • • •
•• • • • • • • • • • •

$13, 000 00
$910 00
1, 500 00
90 00
11,000 00
660 00
2, 000 00
120 00
28, 000 00
1, 680 00
118, 000 00
7, 080 00
•••••••··•·••· .••••...••.•
125, 000 00
6, 250 00
90, 000 00
5, 400 00
156,638 56

9,398 31
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B.-Statement of stock-account, Jc.-Continued.
'1:1 '0

"'"'
!~i
~ef

...

A

;:l
0

Stocks.
..!

§
Q

...

United States r egistered, act of June 30, 1864.
United States registered, act of March 3, 1865.
United States registered, act of March 3, 1865,
loan of 1867 . ...................... ~ .. .. .. .
United States funded, loan of 1881. ••........

"1:1

ol

S..o~

s
<rj

A
<rj

..................

$ll8, 043 06
87,507 75

$7,082 58
5,250 46

.................
•·• •--·------

161,950 00
30, 911 49

9, 717 00
1,545 57

$68,000 00

943,550 86

55,183 92

ce
.s

0

g § ...

;:l
0

<rj

6
6

$118,043 06
87,507 75

6
5

161,950 00
30, 911 49

Total .............•.......••••.......

"1:l~t

"'"'...
]"'

co

'8 go

5

·-------·--·

1,011,550 86

...

A

A
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Cherokee school-fund.
.State of Florida ...............•.....•.•....
State of Louisiana .........••.•...•..•......
State of North Carolina ..............•......
State of South Carolina ..•......•....•• .. ...
State of Tennessee . ......•...........•......
State of Virginia: Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
Company . .............................. .
United Sta~e~, _issue to Union P:1cific Railroad,
eastern d1v1s10n ...... . ....•.•••.....•..•. ,
United State8 loan of 10-40s .....•...........
United States registered, act of June 30, 1864
United States r egistered, act of March 3, 1865
United States registered, act of March 3, 1865,
loan of 1867 . .........•....... _..••.••.....
United States funded, loan of 1881 .•..•..••.

7
6
6
6
6

------------

00
00 .....................
00
8,000 00
00 ...................
00
7,000 00

6

1, 000 00

------------

6
5
6
6

51,854 28
31,200 00
24, 672 50
224, 204-52

.....................
... --........ - ....
................ -"
.....................
~

~

00
00
00
00

7,000
2,000
13,000
1,000

490
120
780
60

00
06
00
00

-------------- ..................
1 000 00
51,854
31,200
24,672
224,204

28
00
50
52

60 00
3, 111
1,560
1,480
13,452

26
00
35
27

6
5

125,270 29 -----------125,270 29
7,516 22
38,933 05 . ..................
38,933 05
1,946 65
-~-- ----535,134
--·
64
520, 134 64
29,576 75
15, 000 00
==-=-=

6
6
6

..................... -----------..... ,, ............ . ......... ......... ...
---------·---- -----------..... .. ................ -----------... ...... . .......... ......................

Total .••.........•...•.•.........••..

Cherokee orphans' fund.
United States, i8sue to Union Pacific Railroad,
eastern division ...... . .................. . .
United States registered, act of June 30, le64.
United State8 registered, act of March 1, 1865 .
United States r egistered, act of March 3, 1865,
loan of J 867 .......... ........ ..... ... ... .
United States registered, loan o~ 1868 ..•.•.•.
United St11.tes funded, loan of 1881 .......••.

7,000
2,000
21,000
1,000
7,000

6
6
5

.................... ...................

Total ......•..........••..•••.•...••.

22,223 26
2,002 50
156,981 67

1,333 40
120 15
9,118 90

49,545 00
10,000 00
7,848 08

2,971 50
600 00
392 40

248,600 51

14,836 35

67,675 27

4,060 52

Cherokee asylum-fund,
United States registered loan of 1865 . .••.•••.

6

..................... .....................

Chickasaw national Jund.
State of Arkansas ........••••.•.•....•...•.
State of l\Iarylsnd ...............•.....•....
State of 'l'ennessee ...•.•.••...•.•...•....•.
State of Tennessee ........................ .
State of Virginia: Richmond and Danville
Railroad ............•................•..
United , tatt>K rcgi,it•rcd loan of 1862 ....... .
United tat M r gi t"r d, act of June 30 1864
Unit d tatos regi tered, net of March 3: 1865.
United States fuodctl, loan of 1881 ... .•..... .

6 .... ..............
6 ...................
6 .......................
5¼ ·•··••··•··•··

.... ... .........

168,000
8,350
616,000
66,666

00
17
00
66i

100,000
61,000
131,631
104, l:50
6, 197

00
00
94
95

10,080
50l
36,960
3,500

00
01
00
00

6,000
3,660
7,897
6,249
30!)

00
00
92
06
85

6
6
6
6
5

.... ...... ..... ..
...................
..... .................
....... ......... . ...................
..................... . ................
......... ............ . . ...................
....... .......... ...... ....... ...... ......
......................... ......................

5

... ..... ..... ........ ...................

2,000 00

100 00

6
6
5

........ ............. . .. ....................
.............. ........ .. ..................
.................... .. ...............

26,562 38
4,454 74
ll, ?75 48

1, 593 74
267 28
588 77

42,792 60

2,449 79

Total ..••. : ........... ..••. ...•.•.••.

Dl

-1, 261,
- 996
-- 75,
- 157
-73f
84

O/r.ickasaw incompetents.

State of Indiana .. .• •................ .......
<JMppeUJa and Chrittian IndiaM.

nlted tel regl tered, ac of farcb 3 1865
loan of l 6 ....•.......... . ....... .' ..•. '
nl ed '
• r gi t r d, loan of 1 65 ......•.
uited

ta

fund

, Joun of 1

1 .•••• ...•.

Total ............................... .
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B.-Statement of stock-account, ef'c.-Continued.
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Choctaw general fund.
State of Virginia, (registered) .......•• • ..••.
United States registered, loan of 1865 ..•...•.
United States funded, loan of 1881 ...•.•.....

$450,000 00
$27,000 00
1, 781 90
106 91
2,000 00
100 00
1- - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - 453, 781 90
27,206 ~l

6 .••••• •••••••· ••••••.•••••
6
5

Total····················.············

Choctaw school-fund.
United States registered, a~t of ~arch 3, 1865,
loan of 1867 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .
United States registered, loan of 1865........

1,427 20
16,928 00
32,000 00

6 ..•....••. - . . . . .......... .
6 .......•..••.....•••.•....

United States funded, loan of 1881 ...••...•.•.••. 5.... ••·•·....• ·.·, •..·.· .· .· .- .· ...................... ,
50,355 20
Total .•.••.....•....•..••••. •. .•. •••.
1------1---------'.=======z===
Creek orphans.
State of Tennessee ................... • •.....
State of Virginia: Richmond and Danville .
Railroad Company .............. ......... .
State of Virginia: Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
Company . ...... ........... ........... , ..
State of Virginia registered certificates ...... .
State of Virginia registered, loan of 1865 .... .
State of Virginia funded, loan of 1881. .....•.

5 •••••••••••••..•••••••••••

20,000 00

6 ........................ ..

3,500 00

6 •••••••.•••••..••••••••• • •

9,000
41,800
414
2,301

6
6
5

Total .......•.•••.••••••••....••..••.

00
00
16
09

85 63
1,015 613
1,600 00
2, 701 31

==

1,000 00
210 00
540
2,508
24
115

00
00
85
05

77,015 25

4,397 90

53,000
1,500
8,000
87,000

3,710
90
480
5,220

Delaware ·general fund.
State of Florida ......••..•.......•.......•.

~::~: ~: ~~~~;~~i·.·.·.·.· ::: :::~ ::::::: ::: :: :: : :
State of North Carolina .................... .
United States issue to Union Pacific Railroad,
eastern division . ............... ......... United States registered, act of March 3, 1865.
United States funded, loan of 1881. •......•..

7 .............. · ••••••••••• .
6

6
6
6 ············-- ·•• ••• ••••••
6 . .••••••.•••••.••••••••••••

5

00
00
00
00

49,283 90
26,200 00
210, 30f.J 00

00
00
00
00

2,957 03
1,572 00
10,515 00

435,283 90

- 24,544
--03

5 .............. •••••••••••·

11,000 00

550 00

7 ·••••••••••••· .•••••••••• •
7

22,000
17,600
9,000
21,000
3,000
5,220

Total .•.....•.....••••.....•..••........... ··· · ··•···················

Delaware school-fnnd.
United States funded, loan of 1881. ••....•••.

Iowas,
State of Florida ...•.....••.....•••...•...•.
State of Kan sas .. ...•••.... ..••...•..••. - .. .
State of Louisiana ...................... . .. .
State of North Carolina ................... ..
State of South Carolina ..·................. ..
Un~ted States regi stered, act of March 3, 1865.
Umted States registered, act of March 3, 1865,
loan of 1867 .....................•.........
United States funded , loan of 1881. ••...•....

6
6
6
6
6 ......................... .
5

Total .....•..•.••.•...•.•.•.•.••. '. ••.

00
00
00
00
00
19

7,000 00
22,643 24
107,463 43

Kansas schools.
United States registered, loan of 1865 .•......
United States registered, act of March 3, 1865,
loan of 1867 ................... _..•.•••.•• _
United States funded, loan of 1881 .•.........

1,540
1,232
540
1,260
180
313

00
00
00
00
00
21

420 00
1, 132 16

- -6,617
-37
-==

6 ·········--··· •••••••••••.

1,781 90

106 91

6 •••••••••••••· ••••••••••••
5

14,430 16
11,055 25

865 81
552 76

27, ?J67 31

l, 525 48

16,300 00
15,000 00

1, 141 00
900 00

Total ..............•.................

--------

Kaskaskia,, Peorias, ~State of Florida ............................ .
State of Louisiana ......................... .

7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
6
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B.-Statement of stock-account, 4'c.-Continued.
"O 'O

"'"'

+' "O

~::,
0

s

Stocks.

.;"'

-+l

.,"'A

-~

I-<

;§

"'

P-;

State of North Carolina ....••....•.•.....••.
State of South Carolina ...•....•.•.••••.•••.
United States registered, loan of 1865 .•....•.
United States registered, act of March 3, 1865,
loan of 1867 .....•......•.•.•...•••••••.•••
United States funded, loan of 1881 ......••..•

~-~ gj

~8f
.0 p. 00
~0§

o .,iO

+'a,1>,

A,o,o

g § f:l
s.o ....
<

"C

~

~

.0
A
0

~
]

~

.;

::,

::,

0

s
<

A
A

<

6 .••••••••••••.••••••••••••
6
6

$43,000 00
3,000 00
97 04

$2,580 00
180 00
5 82

6 .............. •••••••••••·
5

3 85
2,647 03

23
132 35

Total ...•••••••••.•••••••.••••••.•.•..•••.......•.••......•••.•...•..

80,047 92

4,939 40

7 ·••••••••••••· .••••••••••.

20,700 00
24,000 00

1,449 00

7 ......................... .

Total. ............................................. .'.•.•..•......••..

44, 700 00

3, 129 00

5 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .

131, 400 00

6,570 00

5 ......................... .
6
5

19,000 00
8,018 52
126,438 89

950 00
481 11
6,321 94

153,457 41

7, 753 05

6 .............. ·•••••••••••
5 ·•• ••••••••••• ••••••·•••••

6,336 63
34,000 00

374 20
1, 700 00

Total. ..•..••••••.•.•••••.•••••••••.. . .•••..•.•••.••..•...•.••...•.•.

·40, 236 63

2,074 20

Kaskaskias, Peorias, ~- school-fund.

State of Florida .•.•.• "·· ••••••••.•..•..•••.
State of Kansas ............................ .

l, 680 00

Kickapoos.

United States funded, loan of 1881. .•••••.••.
Menomonees.

State of Tennessee .•.••..•.•.•....••.•••••..
United States registered, loan of 1865 .••••.•.
United States funded, loan of 1881. ..•••••••.
Total. ..•.....•.•••.•••.•.•.•••••••..
Osage schools.

United States registered, loan ofl865 .••..••.
United States funded, loan of 1881 .•••.•.••.

i=====t====l=====l=

Ottawas and Chippewas.

State of Tennesee .•.•.•.......•••.•...••...
tate of Virginia : Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company ..•....... .. ..•.....•... ..•. .
State of Virginia registered, act June 30, 18o4
State of Virginia regiijtered, loan of 1865 ..• •.
State of Virginia funded, loan of 1881. .••.••.

5 ········--···· ·•••••••••••

1,000 00

6 ......................... .

3,000
2,000
8,909
6,300

6
6
5

........................ ...................

Total. ...................... ... .. ............ ................... .... .

50 00
180
120
534
315

00
00
47
00

00
00
57
00

21,209 47

1, 199 57

67,000 00
890 94
18,500 00

3,350 00
53 46
925 00

Sfi, 390 94

4,328 46

5 ·••••••••• ••• • ·•••••••••••

15,000 00

750 00

5 ·········--··· ·••·••··•···
6 ·••••••••••••• ·••• •• ••••••
Total. •••..••••.•.•••••.•.•••.•••.•...•.•. . .....•• . ...••....•........

54,200 00
905 41

Pottaicatomies, education.

State of Indiana ....... .... •.... ....•..••••.
United tates regi tered, loan of 1865 ..••...
United 'tates funded, loan of 1881. ..•••..•..

56 •••••••••· •••. ·••••••••••·
5

- - - - - - - - - - ------·1·

Total. .............................................................. .
Potta1oatomies, mills.

United States funded, loan of 1881. ......... .
Sacs and Foue of the Miaateeippi.
nlted ta s, 10-408 .•.....••.•......••••••.
nlted tau- r •giat r d, loan ot 1865 .•..•••.

55, 105 41

2, 7~

~i

- -2,764
-32

Sau and Fov, of tht Mi11ouri.

l ult d, tat
nit
'tnt
IQan or 1
n\ d .

r i t r d, actor farr,h 3, l 65.
r gi t r d, act of arch 3, 1 65,

6 ·••••••••••••· ·•••••••••••

5,100 00

306 00

faod d, loon of J

6 ·••••••••••••• ·•••••••••••
5

7,000 00
9,825 00

420 00
491 25

L ..•••••••.

Total. .............................................................. .

-- - - -1,217
25
21,9-25 00

= = =-==-==I======•===;===
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B.-Statement of stock-account, <fc.-Contifrned.

Stocks.

Senecas.
United States funded, loan of 1881. .••••••••.

5 . • •. •• •. . . •. •. . ••• •. . . • • •.

$40, 944 37

$2,047 22

6 •••••••••••••• ·•••••••••••

1,000 00
1,000 00
1,783 f!0

60 00
50 00
107 03

6,761 12.
4,894 37

405 67
244 72

15,439 39

867 42

Senecas and Shawnees.
State of Missouri ...•..•••••.••••.•••••••••.
United States 10-40s ...•.•..•.•..•..•••.•••••
United States registered, loan of 1865 .....•.•
United States registered, actof March 3, 1865,
loan of 1867 .••..••..••..••......•.••.....
United,States funded, loan of 1881. •••••••••.

5

6
6 •••••••••••••• ·••••• ••••••
5

- - - - - ------ ---·---- 1-

Total. .••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••. •···.·· •····· ····· ··· ···••• ·••••·

==1======1=====

Senecas, Tonawanda band.
5 ·••••••••••••· ,.•••••.•••••

86,950 00

. 4,347 50

6 ·•••••••• · •••· .•••••••••••
5 •••••••••.•••.•••••••••••

11,657 04
4,835 65

699 42
241 78

Total. •••••..••••••••••.•••••••••••••.••••..••. •····· •· •· • •·· ·• ·•· •··

16,492 69

941 20

6, 00LI 00

300 00

United·States funded, loan o.r 1881 .••••••••..
Shawnees,
United States, registered, loan of 1865 •••••••.
United States funded, loan of 1881. •••••.•••.

Stockbridges and Munsees. ·
United States funded, loan of 1881 •••••••••.

5 ·••••••••••••• .•••••••••••

C.-Statement of stocks held by the Secretary of the Interior in trust for various Indian
tribes, showing the amount now on hand; also abstracted bonds for whfoh Congress has
rnade no appi·opriation.

Stocks.

Per
cent.

~!!!:
~: :fs~~~r~~ .·:::: :: :::: ::: ::: ::::::: ::~: :-.: ::: ::::::: ::: ::: ::::
State of North Carolina .•••••..••••.•••••..••.•...•••........•• ,.••••
~!:!:
~~ i~!~~~:~o~~~~ ::::::::: :: ::::::: :::::: :: :::::::: :: ::: ::: ::::
State of Tennessee ••••••••• .• .••.•. ~· .........•...••.•••. •····•···•··

6
7
6
5
7
6
6
6
6
6
6
5

State of Tennessee .............................. - • • -• • • • - • • • • • • · • • • ·

5¼

State of Arkansas .•••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• • ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · •
State of Florida .••.•••••••••.••••••••••••.•••• -• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · • • • · ·

it:i: ~i ~e~:~:: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: ::::
~i:!: ~~ f~~~:~~-~:: ::::: ::::::::: :: :::::::: :: :: ::: :: ::::: :: :::::::::

tt!\~tsl~t::1~~~~f- isil2:::: :::: :: :::: :: ::::::::: ::::::::::: :::: ::::
United States 10-40s .• •••..•..• . ••••..•.•...•••••.••...•••.. • • • •• • • • •
U~ted States registered, act of Jun e 30, 1864 ..•••..........•...••..••.
Un)ted States registered, act of March 3, 1865, loan of 1865 .•••••••••••
U~ted States registered, act of March 3, 1865, loan of 1867 .••..••..••.
U~ted States r egistered, act of March 3, 1865, loan of 1868 .•.••••••.••
~~ted States issue to Union Pacific railroad, eastern division ••••••.•••
mted States funded, loan of 1881 .•••••.•••••••••••...•.•......••••••

6
6

5
6
6

6

6
6
5

Total......................................................... . •• • • .

Amount on
hand.

$168,000
132,000
3,000
69,000
41,600
37,000
8,350
11,000
192,000
125,000
616,000
165,000
66,666
698,300
61,000
86,400
. 278,350
740,900
399,950
10,000
280,000
874, 700

00
00
00
00
00
00
17
00
00
00
00
00
66!
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

5,064,216 83¼

Amount of
abstracted
bonds.

.................

·-------·--·
·----·······

$1,000 00

---·---··--·
.....................
...................

50,000 00
21,000 00

.....................

12,000 00

...................
................
.......................

·····--··--·
..................
......................

. . ...............
..................
.................
................
....................

84,000 00
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
D.-Statement of fiinds held in t1·ust by the Government in lieu of investment.
Dates of acts, Statutes at Large. Amount in the
United States
resolutions, or
treatiP.8,
Treasury.
Vol Page. Sec.

Tribes.

20, 1825
Choctaw!! .••..•...••..••.•••..••..•.•.. { Jan.
June 22, 1855
Aug. 7, 1856
Creeks .•.....•.... ····_- · ..•..••....... { June 14, 1866
Sept. 24, 1829
Delawares ..••..•....•. ...••..•.••.•••. { May
6, 1854
Iowas ....•••....•........••.•....••..••. May
7, 1854
Kansas .......••..••..••...•......••..... June 14, 1846
Kickapoos ........ ..••......••.•••....... May 18, 1854
Miami es of Indiana ...••.........••.•..••. June 5, 1854
Miamies of Kansas .........•....•.•...... June 5, 1854
2, 1825
Osages .•...........••..............••. { June
Sept. 29, 1865
Pottawatomies ...... . .• ..•.....•.•••..•.. June 5, 17, 1846
2, 1837
Sacs and Foxes of the Missiijsippi ... ..•. { Oct. 11,
1842
Oct.
Sacs and Foxes of the Missouri .•••...•... Oct. 21, 1837
7,
1856
Aug.
Seminoles .... ..........•......•.•..•... {
May 21, 1866
Senecas of New York .•...••.........••.. June 27, 1846
Shawnees ...•.•...............••.....•... May IO, 1854
Nov. ], 1837
Winnebago es ...•....••.....•.•••.••••• { Oct. 13, 1846
July 15, 1870

7
11
11
14
7
10
10
9
10
10
10
7
14
9
7
7
7
11
14
9
10
7
9
16

Delawares . .•••••....•..•...• ••••• •.•.•.. July 12, 1862
Iowas
July 12, 1862
Kaskaski~·s;
July 12, 1862

12
12
12

·:e~~~i~;,· &~::::: :: ::: ::::::::

236
9
614
3
701
6
786
3
327
1
1049
5
1071
9
842
2
1079
2
1099
4
1094
3
242
6
687
1
854
7
541
2
596
2
543
2
702
8
757
3
35 2&3
1056
3
546
4
879
4
355

}

J

·-·---

539
539
539

.... .....
..........

...........

•

$390,257
200,000
675, 168
37,095
57,500
200,000
95,945
22[, 257
50,000
69, 120
300,000
168, 123
200,000
800,000
157,400
500,000
70,000
118,050
40,000
886,909
75,387
78,340

92
00
00
25
00
00
95
86
00
00
00
85
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
17
28
41

Annual interest, at 5
per cent.

$19,512
10,000
33, 758
1,854
2,875
10,000
4,797
11,062
2,500
3,456
15, 000
8,406
10,000
40,000
7. 870
25,000
3,500
5,902
2,000
44,345
3, 769
3,917

89
00
40
76

ob

00
29
89
00
0l
00
19
00
00
00
00
00
50
00
4/i
36
02

5, 3!l0, 555 69

269,527 75

423,990 26
66, 735 00
44,583 27

21, 199 51
3,336 75
2,229 16

535,308 53

26,765 42

The sum of $535,308.53 belonging to the Delawares, Iowas, Kaskaskias, Peorias, &c.,
as above tated, was placed to the credit of these tribes upon the books of the Treasury,
in accordance with an act of Congress approved July 12, 1862, being equal to the sum
originally invested in bonds abstracted from the custody of the Secretary of the Interior in 1860; said act authorizin$' the payment of interest on the same from July 1,
1 62, at 5 per centum per annum m semi-annual payments.
The whole amount of bonds abstracted was $870,000, of which $83,000 belongs to the
Cherokees. Interest upon this last sum is annually estimated for by the Indian.Office,
Congress not yet having macle any provision for the payment of the principal, to which
fact sp cia,l attention is invited.
E.-Interest collected on United States bonds, payable in coin, and p1·emium realized on coin
sold.
Fund or tribe.

Face of
bonds.

Cherokri, nntionnl fund ..••..•.•...... $122, 118
30,807
242, 22l
31,511
122, ll8
30,911
242, 22l
30,911

h rok

cbool•fund .....••.••....••.

06
18
27
49
06
49
27
49

28,525 00
3,38053
3. t 447 20
:i , 39:l 05
3l, 200 00
2 , 525 00
: , 93:l 05
3:Jr, 447 20
38,933 05
31,200 00

Period for which interest
was collected.

Coin interest.

May
Aug.
July
Nov.
Nov.
Feb.
Jan.
May

$3,663
385
7, ~66
393
3,663
386
7,266
386

1, 1872, to Nov.
1, 1872, to Nov.
1, 1872, to Jan.
1, l 721 to Feb.
,., 1 72, to May
1, 1873, to May
1, 1873, to July
1, 1873, to Aug.

May l, 1872, to Nov.
Aug. 1, 1 72, to Nov.
July 1, 1872, to Jan.
Tov. 1, l 7~, to Feb.
, ept. 1, 1872, to tar
Tov. 1, I 72, to May
:Peb. 1, 1 73, to May
Jun. 1, 1 73, to July
l11y 1, l n, tv Aug.
lar. 1, 1873, to, ept.

1, 1872
1, 1872
1, 1 73
1, 1873
I, 1873
1, 1873
l, 1873
1, 1873

1, 1872
1, 1 72
1, 1873
1, l 73
1, 1 73
1, 1873
1, 1 73
1, 1 73
I, 1 73
1, 1873

54
09
64
89
54
39
64
39

----

Premium
realized.
$467
47
E62
50
622
65
1, 126
60

10
90
91
71
80
69
33
37

23,412 12

3,303, Bl

855
479
10, 153
4 6
7 0
855
486
10, 153
486
780

109
59
1,205
62
ll6
145
82
1,573
76
63

75
75
42
66
00
75
66
42
66
00

25,518 07

11
67
72
66
02
4
73
78
04
3

3,494 59

==
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INDIAN AFFAIRS.E.-Interest collected on United States bonds, payable in coin, <fc.-Continued.

Fund or tribe.

Face of
bonds.

Cherokee orphans' fund .••..•. •••••• ••. $12,225
7,640
133,846
7,851
12,225
7,851
133,846
7,848

.

00
23
82
52
00
52
82
08

Period for which interest
was collected.
May
Aug.
July
Nov.
Nov.
Feb.
Jan.
May

1, 1872, to Nov.
1, 1872, to Nov.
1, 1872, to Jan.
1, 1872, to Feb.
1, 1872, to May
1, 1873, to May
1, 1873, to July
1, 1873, to Aug.

1, 1872
1, 1872
l, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873

Premium
realized.

Coin in•
terest.
$366
95
4,015
98
366
98
4,015
98

$47
11
476
12
62
16
622
15

75
50
40
14
75
14
40
10

76
88
83
64
35
68
39
33

9, 154 18

1,264 86

8,901
77
78
8,901
78
77

1,135
9
10
1,513
13
12

-

Chickasaw national fund ....••••.••• ~. 296, 731
6, 198
6,247
296,731
6,247
6, 197

.

94
26
01
94
01
01

May
Aug,
Nov.
Nov.
Feb.
May

1, 1872, to Nov.
1, 1872, to Nov.
1, 1872, to Feb.
1, 1872, to May
1, 1873, to May
1, 1873, to Nov.

1, 1872
1, 1872
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873

96
48
09
96
09
46

18,115 04

Chippewa and Christian Indians .••••••.

11,760
26,562
·11, 775
11,775
26,562
11,775

54
38
48
48
38
48

Aug.
July
Nov.
Feb.
Jan.
May

1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
1, 1873, to
1, 1873, to
1, 1873, to

Nov.
Jan.
Feb.
May
July
Nov.

1, 1872
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873

147
796
147
147
796
147

2,693 39
18
94
18
25
123
23

01
87
19
19
87
19

Choctaw school•fund .•••••••••••.•••...

I

2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000

32,000
1,427
32,000
32,000
1, 4·27
32,000

00 Aug. 1, 1872, to Nov.
00 Nov. 1, 1872, to Feb.
00 Feb. 1, 1873, to May
00 May 1,-1873, to Nov.

00
20
00
00
20
00

Aug, 1, 1872, to Nov.
July 1, 1872, to Jan.
Nov. 1, 1872, to Feb.
Feb. J, 1873, to May
Jan. l, 1873, to July
May 1, 1873, to Aug.

1, 1872
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873

1, 1872
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873

25
25
25
25

14 49

400
42
400
400
42
400

49
5
51
ti8
6
62

1, 1872, to Nov.
1, 11372, to Feb .
1, 1873, to May
l, 1873, to Aug.

1, 1872
.l, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873

33
33
33
28

00 Aug. 1, 1872, to Nov.
00 July 1, 1872, to Jan.
00 Nov. 1, 1872, to Feb.
00 Feb. 1, 1873, to May
00 Jan. 1, 1873, to July
00 May 1, 1873, to Nov.

1, 1872
l, 1873
1, 1873
1, 187~
1, 1873
1, 1873

2,628
786
2,628
2,628
786
2,628

66
66
66
09

Aug.
Nov.
F eb.
May

00
82
00
00
82
00

75
00
75
75
00
75

75
08
50
00
64
50

243 47
- -,

4
4
5
4

74
74
74
76

129 98
D elaware general fund ..•.••.••••••••. 210,300
26,200
210,300
210,300
26,200
210,300

11
22
25
91

100 00

l, 685 64

2,699
2,699
2,699
2,301

3
3
4
3

00
00
00
00

·- = ~
Creek orphans .•••••••••••.•.•.••..•. _

28
63
96
02
51
00

303 40

2,182 32

Choctaw general fund ..••••••••••••••.

00
64
05
33
27
10

20
34
74
49

18 77
326
93
338
446
121
410

95
33
45
89
83
74

12,087 00

1,738 19

137
137
137
237

17
17
23
21

---- --D elaware school-fund ..••.•.. _....•••..

owas .••.•...•.•••....••••.••.•...•••.

11,000
11,000
11,000
11,000

22,626
12, 100
22,643
22,643
12, 100
22,643

00
00
00
00

Aug. 1, 1872, to
Nov. 1, 1872, to
Feb. ·l, 1873, to
May 1, 1873, to

Nov.
Feb.
May
Nov.

80 Aug. 1, 1872, to Nov.
00 July 1, 1872, to Jan.
24 Nov. 1, 1872, to Feb.
24 Feb. 1, 1873, to May
00 Jan. 1, 1873, to July
24 May 1, 1873, to Aug.

l, 1872
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873

1, 1872
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873

50
50
50
50

10
70
37
48

550 00

79 65

282
363
283
283
363
283

35 18
43 11
36 44
48 -12
56 26
44 23

84
00
04
04
00
04

1,857 96

263 34

---
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E.-Interest collected on United States bonds, payable in coin, 4'c.-Continued.
Fund or tribe.

Face of
bonds.

Kansas schools .••••••••.•••••••••••••. $11,055
14,430
11,055
11,055
14,430
11,055

25
16
25
25
16
25

Period for which interest
was collected.
Aug.
July
Nov.
Feb.
Jan.

1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
1, 1873, to
l, 1873, to
May 1, 1873, to

Nov. 1, 1872
Jan. 1, 1873
Feb. I, 1873
May 1, 1873
July 1, 1873
Aug. I, 1873

Coin interest.
$138 19
432 90
138 19
138 19
432 90
138,._
19

__

1,418 56

Kickapoos ............................ 137,400
131,400
131,400
131,400

Kaskaskias, Peorias, Weas, and Piankeshaws.

2,644
3
2,720
2,720
3
2,647

Menomonees .••..••••••••..••.•••••••. 126,438
126,438
126,438
126,438

00 Aug. 1, 1872, to Nov.
00 Nov. 1, 1872, to Feb.
00 Feb. 1, 1873, to May
00 May 1, 1873, to Aug.

09 Aug. 1, 1872, to Nov.
85 July 1, 1872, to Jan.
54 Nov. 1, 1872, to Feb.
54 Feb. 1, 1873, to May
85 Jan. 1, 1873, to July
03 May 1, 1873, to Aug.

89
89
89
89

Aug. 1, 1872, to Nov.
Nov. 1, 1872, to Feb.
Feb. 1, 1873, to May
May 1, 1873, to Aug.

1, 1872
1, 1873
1, 1873
I, 1873

1, 1872
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873
I, 1873
1, 1873

1, 1872
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873

1,717
1,642
1,642
1,642

50
50
50
50

34,000
34,000
34,000
34,000

00 Aug. 1, 1872, to Nov. 1, 1872
00 Nov. 1, 1872, to Feb.1, 1873
00 Feb. 1, 1873, to Mayl, 1873
00 May 1, 1873, to Aug. I, 1873

Ottawas of Blanchard's Fork and Roche
de Boouf.

Pottawatomles, education .••.••••••••..

2,000
6,300
6,300
2,000
6,300
6,300

574
21, 150
574
574

23,500
23,500
23,500
23,500

00
00
00
00
00
00

48
00
48
48

00
00
00
00

May
Aug.
Nov.
Nov.
F eb.
May

Aug.
July
Nov.
Feb.

Aug.
Nov.
Feb.
May

1,
1,
1,
1,
1,
1,

1872, to Nov. I, 1872
1872, to Nov, 1, 1872
1872, to Feb. 1, 1873
1872, to May 1, 1873
1873, to May 1, 1873
1873, to Aug. 1, 1873

1, 1872, to Nov. I, 1872
1, 1872, to Jan. 1, 1873
1, 1872, to Feb. 1, 1873
1, 1873, to May I, 1873

1, 1872, to Nov. I, 1872
l, 1872, to Feb. l, 1873
1, 1873, to May 1, 1873
J, 1873, to Aug. I, 1873

and

oxe oftbe 1J I lppl. •••••.

20,000
20,000
20,000
20,000

00
00
00
00

Aug.
Nov.
Feb.
May

1, 1872, to ov. l, 1872
1, 1872, to Feb. 1, 1873
1, 1873, to May 1, l 873
1, 1873, to Aug. 1, 1873

54,200 00 Mar. 1, 1873, to Sept,11, 1873

213
211
279
256

6l
47
22
64

- -198-!57

33 05
12
34 01
34 01
12
33 09

4 11
01
4 39
5 78
02
5 17

134 40

19 48

1,580
1,580
1,580
1,580

48
48
48
48

425
425
425
425

00
00
00
00

60
78
78
60
78
78

196
203
268
246

57
49
68
95

915 69
52
54
72
66

86
71
25
40

' 246 22
7 65
9 79

00
75
75
00
75
75

10 20
13 39
12 31

435 00

63 48

7
634
7
7

18
50
18
18

89
75 35
92
1 22

656 04

78 38

293
293
293
293

36
37
49
45

75
75
75
75

1,175 00

Pot awatomi e, mill .••.••••••••••••••

19
41
79
49
10
59

960 94

1, 700 00

Ottawas and Chippewas •••.••••••••••.

$17
51
17
23
67
21

6,645 00

6,321 92

Osage schools . .••••..•••••••••••••••••

Premium
realized.

250
250
250
250

00
00
00
00

10 14

54
82
94
90

)70 20
31
32
42
39

09
19
50
06

1,000 00

144 84

1,355 00

uo

09
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E.-Interest collected on United States bonds, payable in coin, /c.-Continued.
Face of
bonds.

Fund or tribe.

$9,825
12,100
9,825
9,825
12,100
9,825

Sacs and Foxes of the Missouri .•••••••.

Period for which interest
was collected.

Premium
realized.

Coin in•
terest.
$122
363
122
122
363
122

00 Aug. 1, 1872, to Nov. 1, 1872
00 July 1, 1872, to Jan. 1, 1873
00 Nov. 1, 1872, to Feb. l, 1873
00 Feb. 1, 1873, to May 1, 1873
00 Jan. 1, 1873, to July 1, 1873
00 May 1, 1873, to Aug. 1, 1873

81
00
81
81
00
81,

$15 27
43 11
15 81
~o 88
56 26
19 19

1,217 24

170 52

===== ====-==
40,944
40,944
40,944
40,944

Senecas ...............................

86,950
86,950
86,950
86,950

Senecas, Tonawanda band.;••••,..,••••.

37
37
37
37

00
00
00
00

Aug.
Nov.
Feb.
May

Aug.
Nov.
Feb.
May

1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
1, 1873, to
1, 1873, to

511
511
511
5ll

Nov.1, 1872
Feb. 1, 1873
May 1, 1873
Aug. 1, 1873

1, 1872, to Nov. l, 1872
1, 1872, to Feb. 1, 1873
1, 1873, to May 1, 1873
1, 1873, to Aug. 1, 1873

63
65
87
79

80
80
80
80

2,047 20

296 53

J, 086
1,086
1,086
1,086

135
139
184
169

88
87
87
87

--

I

4,894
6, 761
1,000
4,894
4,894
6,761
4,894
1,000

37
12
00
37
37
12
37
00

61
202
25
61
61
202
61
25

Aug. 1, 1872, to Nov. 1, 1872
July 1, 1872, to Jan. l, 187:.i
Sept. 1, 1872, to Mar. I, 1873
Nov. 1, 1872, to Feb. 1, 1873
Feb. 1, 1873, to May 1, 1873
Jan. 1, 1873, to July 1, 1873
May 1, 1873, to Aug. 1, 1873
Mar. 1, 1873, to Sept.I, 1873

18
93
77
82

629 70

4,347 49
Senecas and Shawnes ••••••.•••-••.••••.

66
89
01
97

=

7
24
3
7
10
31
9
2

18
83
00
18
18
83
18
00

61
09
72
88
40
44
56
03

1,

96 73

700 38
Shawnees ••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.

4,810
4,835
4,835
4,835

35 Aug. l, 1872, to Nov. 1, 1872
65 Nov. 1, 1872, to Feb. 1, 1873
65 Feb. 1, 1873, to May 1, 1873
65 May 1, 1873, to Aug. 1, 1873

60
60
60
60

241 48
Stockbridges and Munsees ••••••.•••••.

6,000
6,000
6,000
6,000

00 Aug. 1, 1872, to Nov. I, 1872
00 Nov. 1, 1872, to Feb. 1, 1873
00 Feb. 1, 1873, to May 1, 1873
00 May l, 1873, to Aug. 1, 1873

75
75
75
75

7
7
10
9

13
45
45
45

=

00
00
00
00

48
78
28
45

34 99
9
9
12
11

33
66
75
72

300 00

43 46

Total amount of Interest on gold-bearing bonds .............. ....... ....... 124,487 02
Total premium realized on sale of the same .........................• .......

],7,597 78

=

= ===--

·-----·-----

F.-Interest collected on United States bonds, payable in cur1·ency.
Fund or tribe.

Face of
bonds.

Cherokee national fund ............................. $156,638 56
Cherokee school-fund .............................. 51,854 28
Cherokee orphans' fund .•••••••••••.•••••••••.••••. 22,223 26
Delaware general fund .••••••..•••••..••••••••••••. 49,283 90
280,000 00

Period for which interest was
collected.

Amount
collected.

July
July
July
July

$9,398
3,111
1,333
2,957

1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to

July
July
July
July

1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873

32
26
40
02

-}6, 800 00
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G.-Interest collected on certain State bonds, the interest on which is regula1·ly paid.
Fund or tribe.

Face of
bonds.

Period for which interest was
collected,

Amount
collected

$2,000 00
8,000 00

July 1, 1872, to July 1, 1873
July 1, 1872, to July 1, 1873

$120 0
480 0

17,600 00
24,000 00

July 1, 1872, to July 1, 1873
July 1, 1872, to July 1, 1873

1,232 0
1, 680 0

11,000
2,000
9,000
5,000
10,000

00
00
00
00

May
May
May
May
April

1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
1, l 872, to
1, 1872, to
1, 1872,to

May
May
May
May
April

1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873
1, 1873

660
120
540
300
600

2,000
1,000
2,000
3,000
2,000
2,000
19,000
2,000
9,000
7,000
10,000
1,000
2,000
1,000

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July

1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
l, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
l, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to
1, 1872, to

Feb. 18, 1873
Mar, 8, 1873
July 22, 1873
July 22, 1873
Aug. 16, 1873
Aug. 16, 1873
Ang.16, 1873
Sept. 7, 1873
Sept. 7, 1873
Sept. 7, 1873
Sept. 7, 1873
Sept. 7, 1873
Sept. 1873
July 1, 1873

75
40
126
190
135
135
], 283
142
640
498
711
71
142
60

l\JISSOURI STATE, HANNIBAL AND SAINT JOE RAIL·
ROAD BONDS,

Cherokee national fund ...•.•.•...••...••.••....•..
Delaware general fund ..•..•••..••••.••••••••..••.
KANSAS SEVEN PER CENT, BONDS.

Iowas ............................................
Kaskaskias, Peorias, Weas, and Piankeshaws school•
fund.
LOUISIANA

6s.

Cherokee national fund ...•......••.••.•.••••••.••.
Cherokee school•fund ..............................
Iowas .....•........... .........•.....••.••.••..•.
Kaskaskias, Peorias, Weas, and Piankeshaws ..••. {
MISSOURI STATE, PACIFIC RAILROAD
BONDS,

0
0
0
0
0

6 PER CENT

Cherokee school.fund .•••••.••••••••.•••••••••••• {
Chippewa and Christian Indians .•.•••.••.•••••••• {
Choctaw general fund ....•.. ..•.•.••..••....•.•.••.
Choctaw school.fund ..•.•.....•.••....•••..•••..••.
Kansas schools ..........•.••••.•.•.•.•....•.......
Menomonees ........••...••..•.•..••...•.....••.•.
Osage schools ........ . .. ................... ........
Ottawas and Chippewas .............•.....•..••••..
Pottawatomies, education ..•..•.•.•••••.•....•..•..
Sen er.as and Shawnees ..••••......•.•.••••..•.•.. {
MARYLAND

O(J

78
85
90
35
l3
13
67
36
60
25
78
l8
36
00

6 PER CENT. BONDS,

Chickasaw national fund ..•••••.......•..•....•••••

8,350 17

July 1, 1872, to July 1, 1873

159,95017

495 1

-10,481 5

Statement ?f appropriations mad8 by Congress for the year ended June 30, 1873, on non-paying stocks held by the Se01·etary of the Interior for va1·ious Indian tribes,
~
Bonds.

1:i

s

P-i

, ou h arolina
...................................................... .
Tenn ~ e .. ............................................................ .
Tenne o ............. ................................................. .
Vir inla
........................................................................................
Virginia .•............. ............. •. ... ....•. .............•...•.......

6
6

Total

................. ...................................................................

5

$90,000
132,000
69, 000
192,000
125,000
104,000
66,666
165,000
581, 00
13,000

a:

<A

<
6
7
5
6
6
6
5¼

e

0

SP

0

Cl)

Tenn

A]
::i ....

~
p

Cl)

...

......................................................................................

cg~

0

Q

.......................................................... .
Arkansas
Florida ........ ........... ..... .............................. . ......... .
In:~~a ~;~i1~·a-- ........................................................ .

d~
.,.,

~

00
00
00
00
00
00
66!
00
00
00

$5,400
9,240
3,450
11,520
7,500
6,240
3,500
8,250
34, 90
780

---.................................................................................................. - - ----90,788
1, 538, 466 66f
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INDIAN AFPAIRS.
INTEREST ON NON-PAYING STATE STOCKS.

H.-Collections made since Nove·mber 1, 1872, diw and unpaid Jiily 1, 1872, and p1'ior thereto.
Period for which collected.
Amount
collected.

Date of collection.

Kind of bonds.
To-

From-

February 13, 1873 ... $29,040 00 Oct.
February 13, 1873 ... 18,480 00 Oct.
February 13, 187:3 ...
9,900 00 Apr.
February 13, 187~ ...
6, ~30 00 Oct.
February 13, 1873 ... 13,266 00 July
June 5, 1873 . ••....•. 12,453 20 July
Total. .••••••.

Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
Jan.
July

1, 1862
1, 1868
1, 1863
1, 1868
1, 1863
1, 1868

-90,069
- - 20- ...................

$29,040
18,480
9,900
6,930
13,266
12, 4~3

1, 1868 $88,000 N01·th Carolina .••.
1, 1872 88,000 .... do ...•......•..
1, 1868 33,000 ..•. do .•......•.••.
1, 1872 33,000 ..•. do' ..••......•..
1, 1872 26,000 .•• . do ..••... ....• .
1, 1872 69,000 Indiana ••••....••.

00
00
00
00
00
20

90,069 20
·····--····--· ---..... -... ·---------·········· =
~

Whole amount collected and re-imbursed the United States on account of appropriations for
fiscal year ending June 30, 1872; _and prior thereto ...•••...•••.••...•.• - - •.••.•• • • • • - • • • • • • ·

90,069 20

J.-Collections of interest made since Novernber 1, 1872, falling dirn since July 1, 1872.
Q

2§

0Q

0

+'

oi:i
.... 0

~

~
•

s~
o, A

-<'>0

0~

.cl...,

s

1873.
Jan.
7

p

0

OJ

"'.0

From-

~o
A

To-

<

A

-;;;

A"'

::!

0~

,d

Period for which
collected.

$15,360 00

Jan.
Jan.
June

7
7
5

3,000 00
105 00
1,725 00

June

28

422 20

July

7

15,360 00

July
Oct.

14
18

3,000 00
105 00
1,725 00

-40,802
- -20-

0

---1872.
July 1

1873.
Jan. 1
l

1873.
Jan. 1

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
1874.
Jan.
1873,
July

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

July
July
July

1
1
1

July
July
July

1
1
1

..................

1
1
1

1
I
1
1

A

0

,Q

....0
'O
A

~

$512,000 Tennessee, Nashville and.
Railroad
Chattanooga
sixes.
100,000 Virginia, Richmond and.
Danville Railroad sixes.
3,500
69, 000 Indiana ..••••.•...•. •• . ..
90,000

Arkansas .••.••.•••.••....

0

<D

~

-s~=S~o, ~
Q)

r,Q

A

•

;; ~~w. ~~

s·~
&f-~~ ~?

~] i

~ ;a :e
~

f !;

HE~

~~~

A8~::i.gi5.

<SoA

g~;a

+'>-I

·----·-----· $15,360 00
...............

.. $i; 725. cici"

3,000 00
105 00

- ... --....

-- .

300 00

122 20

512,000 Tennessee, Nashville and. .............. 15,360 00
Railroad
Chattanooga
sixes.
100,000 Virginia, Richmond and. ................ 3,000 00
105 00
Danville Railroad sixes.
3,500
. - . ---- .. -1, 7'25 00 ..............
69,000 Indiana ..••.•.•.•...••...

-

~

---- --3,572 20 37,230 00
---

The amount brought upon the books of this office, from ap propriations made by Congress, for
interest on non•paying stock for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1873, as previously stated, was .. 90,788 00
Deduct amount depo8ited in the United States 'l'reasury to re•imburse the Government, as per
above table ..••............••.............••.. ·••..•...••••.•••. •·····••·····•·····•········· 3,572 20

---

Balance re•imbursable for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1873 ....... . ...................... . ..... 87,215 80

Recapitulation of interest collected, prerniiims, fc., as per tables hereinbefore given.
Table No, 1. Table No. 2. Table No. 3. Table No. 4. T able No. 5.
Coin interest on United States
bonds .. .................... $124, 487 02 . . . . . . • • • . • .
Interest on United States
bonds, (cmTency). .. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . $l6, 800 00
InterestonpayingStatestocks . . ..•.•..•.•..••..•......
Total intere8t collected on
non-paying bonds due prior
to July 1, 1872 . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . • ••• • • . . . . • •• . . . . . .
Total collected on non-paying
bondadue&lnceJuly 1,1872 . . ..•.•....•....•.•...•. ,

Total.

. . • . • • . • . . . . . ..•••••••••.....•..•••. $124,487 02
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . ••• •. . •
$10,481 50 ....•....••. :.::.:::::::

16,800 00
10,481 50

. •• . •• . . • • . . $90,069 20 .....•••••..

90,069 20

.. ...••••. ••. •..•.••••.. $40,802 20

40,802 20

Total interest collected during time specified ..........................•.••••••.••••..•••.•••.
Add premium on coin interest on United States bonds, (see Table No. 1) .•••••..••........••••.

282,639 92
17,597 78

Total premium and interest . ...........................................................
D educt amount refunded to the United States................................................

300,237 70
93,641 40

Balance carried to the credit of trust•fuud interest due various Indian tribes....................

206,596 30

732

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

In the annual trust-fund report of November 1, 1872, attention was invited to the
complicated condition of many of the trust-fund accounts, and especially to the accounts
with the Chickasaw Nation, and it was then suggested "that the honorable Secretary of
the Interior be requested to call upon the Treasury Department to furnish this office
with full and complete statements of all :financial transactions on the part of the
Government wHh the Chickasaw Nation from the origin of their trust-funds," &c.
In compliance with a request of the Department the Secretary of the Treasury bas
since transmitted official statements of the original investments made for the benefit
of the Chickasaw Nation, V\;ith an exhibit of the changes since occurring in their stock
and interest accounts, as appears upon the records of the Treasury Department.
The information thus obtained will enable this Department to determine any arrears
or balances that may be due to said nation, or by them to the Government.
In justice to the members of the various tribes for whose benefit so extensive investments have been made, and for the purpose of simplifying the accounts with them, the
Government should assume the State bonds now held in trust and issue in lieu thereof
United States bonds.
The investments in State bonds, the greater portion of which are still held in trust,
have proved unprofitable on account of their depreciation in value, and frequent suspensions or deferments of interest due the fund. The whole amount of State bonds
held in trust is $2,332,916.83-i-, of which $1,984,466.66¼ are classed as non-paying bonds.
The arrears of interest now due, and that will accrue on said bonds prior to July 1,
1874, amount to . ____ • ________ ... ____ ..••.. _ ... _........ ___ . . . . . . . $1, 077, 522 00
Of which amount there is due the tribes the sum of........ $297, 890 25
Being arrears of interest em braced in estimates for the fiscal
year ending July 1, 1873, in excess of appropriations made
by Congress to cover deficiencies to that date, and the sum
of......•......... ···- ...............••........... ···· - · 89,678 00
387,568 25

embraced in the estimates to cover arrears of interest on said
bonds accruing during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1874.
The balance...... . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
689, 963 75
will be due the Government for moneys advanced for interest in default.
Wbatever reasons may have formerly induced said investments; no good reasons
now exist to justify the Government in continuing them, and it is specifically stipulat ed in nearly all treaties providing for the investment of any portion of the proceeds
of the sale of Indian trust-lands, that the investments so authorized shall be in "safe
and profit able stocks."
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LONSVILLE TWITCHELL,
Trust-fund Clerk, Indian Office.
Hon. EDWD. P. SMITH,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
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Office Indian Affairs, N ovembm· 1, 1873.
I h~ve the honor t? submit ~ere with a report upon the various financial transaction relat rn g to the r eccipts and disbursements of moneys r eceived on account of sales
of I ndian 1 n .
Havin b n un able to complet e an annual report on this branch of business in
1 72, th trau _a tion which occurred during the year ending October 31, 1872, will be
d pr c tlrng th account of the transactions occurring during the last twelve
month.
~ or r _to m~k th whole object understood, if possible, by the members of the
var1ou tr1b mt r. t d, and .for t~ purpose of facilitating official bu ine ~ hich
. ur h ~ aft r m c nn ct1~n wit h the sam , all tran actions referred to will be
a d m d t 11, od fully xplam d wit h complete r e:£ r ences to all t reaties and act
of on r , upon which official action has been ba ed.
.

IR:
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Statement of appropriation in accordance with the 3d article of treaty with Sacs and Foxes of
Mississippi, of February 8, 1867, ratified July 25, 1868, in paynient f01· · lands ceded to the
United States in acco1·dance with 1st and 2d articles of said treaty, with an exhibit of disbursements therefrom.
Warrant No. 358, for amount appropriated by act of Con•
$147,393 32 .•••••••••••
gress approved April 10, 1869.
June 17, 1869 ..•.... Drawn by J. D. Cox, for payment of certificates.......... •• •••• . ••. ••• . $55,000 00
October 15, 1869 ·••· Remitted to Enoch Hoag, superintendent................ . ....•. •••.••.
3 !J20 30
October 25, 1869 .............. do ..................................... ·-..... . • .. • .. .. • • • • .
12: 450 00

t:~~~afl.
~M~~~::: :::: ::::::~~ ::::::::~:: :: ::::: :: :::::: :: ::::::::: :::: ::: ::: ::3,820
:::::: 68::: . ••••••..•.•
1~: ggg gg
May 23, 1870 ....... Refunded by Enoch Hoag, superintendent...............

August 31, 1870 ..... Interior Department transfer.account, being amount paid .••. ..........
75 00
to Superintendent Murphy on settlement of his account.
March 1, 1870.. ... . • Drawn by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary, and trustee for . . • • • • • • • .. • ..
5, 000 00
payment of certificates.
July 17, 1870 ..••... Remitted to Enoch Hoag, superintendent .•••••••••••.••. . c.... .... .. ..
5,000 00
October 13, 1870 .............. do ................................................... -·.... .
1, 312 13
June 13, 1872 ................. do............................................ ............. .
10,000 00
July 24, 1872 . • • . . . . Refunded by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary, and trustee, (por•
1, 965 51 ..••••••••••
tion of$5,000 drawn +\{arch 1, 1871.)
62,872 08
October 31, 1872 .••. Balance on hand........................................ . .•••• •••.• ••.
Total . . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • .. .. .. .. • • ..

153, 179 51

153, 179 51

--------

November 1, 1872 .•• Balance on hand .••..•-..................................
62,872 08 .•.•...•.•••
April 19, 1873 ..... .. Drawn by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary of th_e Interior, for . • • . . • • • • . . . . .
60, 872 08
investment, per 3d article of treaty of F ebruary 18, 1867.
June 28, 1873 ..••••• Amount refunded by Secretary of the Interior, uninvested
32 58 . •••••••.• • •
balance.
October 4, 1873 ..••. Drawn by the Secretary of the Interior for investment.... . • • .. • • .. • • . ..
32 58
October 31, 1873 .... Balance on !J.and . ..... . • • • .. . • . • .. . • • • .. .. .. • • • • • • • . • • .. . . . . . . . • • . . • . .
2, 000 00
Total ................................... . .......... .

62,904 66

Account ''fulfilling treaty with Chippewa and Christian Indians,proceeds of lands."
of July 16, 1859. (Statutes at Large, vol. 12,p. 1105.)

62,904 66

T1·eaty

Mode of sale.-The second article of the treaty provides for an appraisement at a reasonable value, and
a sale at public auction to the highest bidder in excess of said appraisement,
November 1, 1871 ... Amount remaining on deposit in the United States Treas•
ury, to the credit of the Hon. C. Delano, SAcretary and
trustee . • • • . . . . • • . • . • . • . . • . . . . • . . .. . . . • • • . .. • • . • . • • • ..
$12, 935 65
Paid for advertising . .................................... ....... ..... ..
February 12, 1872 .. Drawn by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary and trustee, for
investment in United States bonds.... . .. • . • . . . . .. •• • . . ........... ..
July 19, 1872 ...... . Refunded by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary and trustee, being
balance in his hands from amount drawn for investment.
16 36
October 21, 1872 .•.. Drawn by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary and trustee, for
investment in United States bonds ......... _........................ .
Total. ........................................... .

Account ''fulfilling treaty with PoUawatomies, proceeds of lands."
1867. ( Statutes 15, p. 532.)

12,952 01

$767 50
12,168 15

16 36
12,952 01

1'reaty'iof February 27,

Mode of sale.-The eleventh article of the treaty provides for the sale to certain parties of 1,014 62·100 acres
of land, at $1 per acre. Number of acres sold 1,014 62·100.
December 19, 1868 •• Amount received in payment therefor, by warrant No. 335.
By the second article of the above treaty, a contract was
made on the 3d of September, 1868, with the Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company, for the sale
to said company of certain lands de8cribed in the fifth
article of the treaty of November 15, 1861, said lands to
be paid for at the expiration of five years from date of
contract; interest on the purchase-money to be paid
annually. In accordance with said contract the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company paid fiv e
annual instalments of interest on the purchase•money,
amounting to . .................................. . .... .
September 3, 1873 .. Amount received as final payments from the Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company, in payment
for 338,776 82·100 acres of land, at $1 per acre ••••••••••

$1, 014 62

101,630 05
338,766 82

734

REPORT OF THE SECRET.ARY OF THE INTERIOR.
Account ''fulfilling treaty with Pottawatomies," ~c.-Continued.
Disb~trsements.

From the above receipts the following payments have
been made, viz :
To 1,604 persons who have become citizens of the United
States . ..........•....................•..•..........•..••.•••..••••. $252,321 84
To 570 Indians, comprising the Prairie band of Pottawat•
26,838 28
omies ....................•..•...•..•..•.•.•...•...... •··············
October 30, 1873 .... Balance on hand as follows :
Amount belonging to the Prairie band .•.•.. $153,856 29
Amount b elonging to six persons, who have
become citizens, but as yet are unpaid....
1, 195 08
Amount required to re•imburse the United
States, for money advanced, per act of Con•
162,251 37
gress, approved May 29, 1872 ..••..••..•••
7,200 00
Total . .• • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . •. • . . . . . . . . . ••• . . . . . . . .

$441,411 49

441,411 49

The number of acr es of land originally sold to the .Atchinson, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railroad Company was 340,180.33; but it was subsequently ascertained that a few certificates were issued for tracts that had been allotted and patented to membern of the
tribe, in accordance with the provisions and reservations of the treaty.
The number of acres so certified to the railroad company was 1,413.51, thus diminishing the original number of acres to 338,766.82, and the amount in payment thereof to
the sum of $339,766.82.
The railroad company, having paid four annual instalments of interest on the original sum of $340,180.33, were entitled to a rebate of $84.81 on each instalment so paid,
making a total of $339.24, which sum was deducted by the company on final settlement with the United States.
The whole amount received in payment for lands sold to the company was, principal, $338,766.82 ; and interest, $101,6:30.05; total, $440,396.87.
Congress baviug, by the act of May 29, 1872, (Stat. 17, p. 179,) appropriated the sum of
$7,200 to carry out the provisions of the 4th article of the treaty of November" 15, 1861, by
paying to those members of the tribe who were entitled to allotments of eighty acres
of land each, the cash value of the same, the said amount to be re•imbursed from the
proceeds of the sales of the Pottawatomie lands, that amount should be reimbursed
tlle United States on acconut of said appropriation, from the balance now on hand
under head of account, "fulfilling treaty with Pottawatomies-proceeds of land~."
A.oco1int "fiilfilling treaty with Osages, proceeds of lands." Second article treaty Septembei·
29, 1865. (Stell. at Lai·ge, vol. 14, p. 688,) ancl section 12 act July 15, 1870. (Stat. at
Large, vol. 16, p . 362.)
Mode of sale.-Under the direction of the General Land-Office.

The account stood upon the books of the Indian·Office,
November 1, 187l, as follows, viz :
Amount brought upon the books under this head of ac•

~iim~ :ir:~:~~~i! :s~~~~~~:f~: : : : : : :::::: : : : : ~; ~: ;~~: ~;'.
348, 701 05

Nov mbn 1, l 71. ..
D •cember 2, 1· 71 ...
lay 11,1 i:.! ••.••...

Account for year ending October 31, 1872 :
TialnncP on band . ......................... ..............
Wnrrnnt •o. 501, from fialcs ofland... .. . . . . .. . . • . . • . . . . .
W11rrant ·o. 516, from ~ales of land. ...•... ... .. . .•. . . ..
"'nrrant "o. 5·11, from Males of land......................

$16,563 16
332,137 89
348, 701 05

-=~= ----332, 137
21,346
51,854
71,214

89
99

81
7l

S1•ptember 16, 1 72 ..
tnrchli, l .,i2 .. ..••.
October 31, 1 72 .•• .

t=~~fi; :xia1!~!e !r~~~:.ij.:::: ::: ::::::::::::::: :::: :: ::::::: :: :::::

•ovemb r 1, 1 i2 . ..
•ovemb r 2 ,, I 72 ..
cemb r 12, I 72 •.
Jnouary 31 , 1 73 ... .
Juo,,30, 1m ...... .
lob r 31, l 73 ... .

Balance on bond.................. ..................... .
476, 118 76
Warrant. o. 544, from sales of land......................
15, 630 62
\Varrunt ·o. 5;;4, from oles of land......................
10,039 79
Warrant 'o. 5tH, from s11l · of land.. .. ... ...............
30,062 8
Wurran 'o. :3, from sal s of land......................
25,000 00
Balauc on hand .......•....•. ..•.. . .•. ..•. ..•...•...•. ........ ..... .

0

435 64
476,118 7/i

----1---476,554 40
476, 554 40

===

556,852 06

----1----556, 852 06

556, 852 06
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The followinO' abstract from an official statement received from the General LandOffice will exhibit the net amount realized from sales of the Osage Indian trust-lands,
sold in accordance with the provisions of the 2d article of the treaty, and of act of
Congress above referred to. The amounts stated as gross receipts include interest on
deferred payments authorized by act of May 9, 1872:

From January · 6, { Gross receipts ......... _.......................... • .. •
1868, to Novem•
Expense of surveys ..................................... $88,'5i6.76.
ber 1, 1870.
ExpenBes incident to sale to October 1, 1870 . • • • • • . • . • • .
1, 133 41

$107,719 40
89,650 17
18,069 23

From November 1, { Gross receipts ............................. • .... • • -- -1870, to Novem•
Expense of surveying diminished reserve .. $75,435 64
ber 1, 1871.
Expenses incident to sale to October 1, 1871. 1, 505 80_

701,860 41

From November 1, 5 Gross receipts ....................... -- .... -- -- ... - -1871, to Novem· < Expenses incident to sale to October 1, 1872 ........... .
ber 1, 1872.

812,088 56
1, 720 00

From November 1, { Gross receipts ........................ -- ...... • • .. • -- •
1872, to Novem•
Expenses incident to sale to October 1, 1873 .......... ..
ber 1, 1873.

533,078 28
2,762 60

76,941 44
624,918 97

810,368 56

530,315 68
1, 983, 672 44

Total net r eceipts ............................... .

Account ''fulfilling treaty with Shawnees,proceeds of lands.''
Treaty or act.-By authority of resolution of Congress, approved April 7, 1869.
Mode of sale.-Under the direction of General Land.Office.

November 1, 1871. .. Balance on hand, being amount refunded by Hon. J. D.
Cox from funds drawn December 6, 1869, for investment in United States bonds ......................... ..
$77 71 ........... .
October 21, 1~72 .... Amount drawn by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary and trustee,
$27 71
for investment in United States bonds ................. . ............. .
October 31, 1872 .••. Balance on hand ................................... , ••.. ..............
50 00
Total. ............................................ .

77 71

77 71

November 1, 1872 ... Balance on hand........................................
50 00 ........... .
August 13, 1873. .... Carried to the Treasury of the United States by surplus
warrantNo.5136....................................... ..............
5Q 00
Total. ............................................ .

50 00

50 00

Account" fulfilling treaty wtth Ottawas of Blanchard's For·k and Roche de Bwuf, proceeds
of land."

November 1, 1871. .. Balance on band, being portion of amount received from
the Ottawa University ............................... .

May-, 1872 ..... .. Drawn by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary and trustee, for in•

$56 00

vestment in United States bonds. --- ................. . ............. ..
$56 00
July 24, 1872 ...... . Refunded by Hon. C. Delano, being balance from amount
drawn in May, uninvested...... ...... ........... ......
l 67 ........... .
October 31, 1872 .•.. Balance on hand at thid date ...... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • • .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .
1 67
Total. ..................·....... . ................. ..

--57 67

November 1, 1872 ... Balance on band ............................ . .........·..
1 67
April 28, 1873 . ...... Amount paid 'freasurer of the United States on account
of internal-revenuetax ............................................. .
Total. ........................................... ..

1 67

57 67

1 67

1 67
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Accownt "ftilfllling treaty with Saos and Foxes of Missouri, proceeds of land."

'l'reaty.-March 6, 1861, (Stat. at Large, vol.12, p.1171.)
Mode of sale.-Upon sealed proposals invited by advertisement, no sale to be less than $1.25 per acre.
$216 06
November 1, 1871. .. Balance on hand ..•..•.•••.....•..••••..••.•..•••..•••.•
22,989 61
April 30, 1872 ..••••• Warrant No. 514, sale of land .....•.....•.....•.••....••.
June 19, 1872 ..••••• Refunded by Hon. C. D elano, Secretary and trustee, unin•
vested balance........................................
3 10 ..•.•.....•.
Paid for advertising..................................... . • • • • • • • • . • • • .
$1, 066 25
Drawn by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary and trustee, for the
furchase of $19,650 United States five per cent. bonds,
1
i:10:!if~ tt: ~~!a~.:~~-~~~s- .~~.~.~~.~~~• .•
.••.•••••.•••.
22,01110
Qctober 31, 1872 .••. Balance on hand . . • • • • . • . • • . . . • . . • . • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • . • • . . . • • • • . • • . . • • .
131 42

$~:~:

~~~-

Total .•••••.•••.••••••••...•..•••••••.•••.•••.•••.

23,208 77

November 1, 1872 .. . Balance on hand........................................
131 42
June 5, 1873 . . . . . • . . Amount received on settlement of the account of • • • . . . • • .
115 75
October 31, 1873 . • • . Balance on hand .....•.•.•...•.•.••••....•...•••••..••.•..••.......•..
Total. ••..•••••.•••••.••.••.•••.•••••••••••••••••••

247 17

23,208 77

247 17
247 17

Account "fulfilling treaty with Iowas, proceeds of land."
D E!cember 2, 1871. .. Warrant No. 500, being amount received from Omaha
Mining Company for royalty on coal taken from lowa
lands in Nebraska.....................................
$18 00 .•..••.•...•
October 21, 1872 •••. Drawn by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary and trustee, for in•
vestment in United States bonds . • . • . • . • . • • . • • • • • • . • • . . • • • . • • • • . . • • .
$18 00
Total. •.•...•••••.•••.•.•.•.•.••.••••••••••••.••••.

18 00

November 26, 1872 .. Warrant No. 546, from sales of lands.....................
100 00
December 12, 1872 .. Warrant No. 552, received from Omaha Coal-Mining Company for royalty on coal taken from the Iowa Indian
lands.................................................
12 90
September 13, 1873 .. Warrant No. 596, for royalty on coal aH above............
22 00
October 4, 1873 ..••. Drawn by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary and trustee, for investment .•..•..•..••.•........•.•.••.•..••.•••........••.........•.
Total. .•••.•••••.•.••.••...•.•.•••••........••..••.

134 90

18 00

134 90
134 90

.Accomit "fiiifilling treaty with Kaskaskias, Peorias, Weas, and Piankeshaws, proceeds of
lands."
May 29, 1872... •• • . . Refunded by Ilon. J. D. Cox, late Secretary and trustee . .
$83 35
Amount received from Agent G. A. Colton, on settlement
of his accounts...................... ..................
36
October 21, 1872.... D~awn by H?n. 0: Delano, Secretary and trustee, for
mvestment m United States bonds ..••......•........•....•.....•.••.
Total .••...•.•...••..•...••••.•••.•••.••.•.•.•••..

83 71

November 26, 1872.. Warrant o. 546, from sales of lands . . . .•• •• • • • . . • • . . •• .
15 39
March 8, 1 73... .... Warrant o. 565, from sales of kmds . • • . . . • • . • • • . . • • . . • • .
9 45
October 4, l 73 . . . • . Drawn by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary and trustee, tor
investment • • • . . . • . . • • . • • • .. . . • . . • • • • • • • . • • . . • • . . • . . . . . •••.•.••..••.
Total •...•••.....••...•..••....•••..•.•••••...••..

24 84

$83 71

83 71

24 84
24 84

Account "fiilfilling treaty with Wyandotts, proceeds of land."
ovember 1, ld71 ... Balanc on hand, being amount received for right of
way, c. •· · · · • • • • • •· •... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . .
$1, 12.J 35
R mltted ~ Enoch Hoag, uperlntendent, for the benefit
of the tnb .••..••..••...••..••.•••.• ••..•••.••••• •••..•••• _.. ••. .••.
Total

................................................................

1,123 35

$1,123 35

1,123 35
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Account "fiilfilling treaty with Chickasaws, proceeds of land. ,r
Treaiy.-Eleventh article of treaty of May 24 1834.
Mode of sale.-Under directio~ of the General Land•Office.
November l, 1871. •• Balance on hand, being amount received from sale of their
lands in Mississippi in L870 . . • • • • . • • • • . . • • . . • • • • • . • . • . •
$109 38
May 3, 1872 .•.••••• Drawn by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary and trustee, for
investment in United States bonds .......•..•.. •••••••• • · • · · • · • • • • • • •
.July 19, 1872 .•.••••• Refunded by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary an? trustee,
53 38
being balance from amount drawn May 3, unmvested ...
October 2J, 187:l .••. Drawn by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary and trustee, for
investment in United States bonds .... . ............. ••• • • · · · • • • • .. • • •
Total ............................................ .

$109 38

53 38

162 76

162 76

Account "fulfilling treaty with Stockbridges, proceeds of land."
. November 1, 1871. .. Balance on hand, being portion of amount received Octo•
ber 11. 1870, for sale of timber cut on their land ..•..••.
May 11, 1872 ...... . Warrant No. 516, sale of timber ..•••••...•••.•.•.•.•.• •·
May 30, 1872 ...... . Warrant No. 526, sale of timber ...................... •.
May 15, 1872 ...... . Remitted to W. 'l'. Richardson, agent, to be expended for
the benefit of the tribe . ..••..•.•.....•...•......•..••.
October 31, 1872 .••. Leaving a balance of. .................................. .

$228 54
178 20
1,000 00

·------------·
.................

Total. .••........••..••..••..•.••........•••.•••• .

1,406 74

NovE>mber 1, 1872 ... Balance on hand ..... . ................................. .
December 16, 1872 .. Remitted to Agent William T. Richardson, for benefit of
the tribe .................•.........••...••.....•..•••.
January 31, 1873 .••. Warrant No. 560, sales of land and timber .•••.•.••...•••.
March 8, 1873 ...... . Warrant No. 566, sales of land and timber ...•...•.••.•••.
March 27, 1873 .••••. Warrant No. 570, sales ofland . ........ . ................. .
April 14, 1873 ..••••. Warrant No. 571, appropriated by Congress to re•imburse
this fund for amount erroneously covered into the Treas•
nry as receipts from sales of public lands ............. .
Sept.ember 13, 1873 .. VVarant No. 596, from sales of land ..................... .
October 31, 1873 . ••. Balance on hand ....................................... .

1,000 00

Total. ........................................... .

·••····--·---·

$406 74
1,000 00
1,406 74

1, 000,00

6,998 67
1,806 76
700 00

174,548 83
300 00

......................
185,354 26

184,354 26
185,354 26

Account "fulfilling treaty with Sacs and Foxes of Mississippi, proceeds of land."
Balance on band November I, 1871, viz:
P&rt. of proceeds of sale 0f lands under treaty of October
1, 1859, ratified July 9, 1860.... •• . • •. .•.... .•••. . ..•...
$712 15
Amount recP.ived in payment for lands, under 11th and
13th articles treaty of February 18, 1867, ratified July
25, 1868 . • • . . • • . . • • . . • • . • • • . . • . . • . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . .
340 00
Amount received in payment for lands, under 11th article
of tre11ty last named.... . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . . .
8· 00
August 31 , 1870 .•••. Interior Department transfer account, being amount paid
to Superinten-lent Murphy on settlement of bis account ............... .
December 8, 187-1 ... Treasure r Unitecl States, internal•revenue tax .... .....• .. . ..•.. .. ......
October 31, 1872 .••. Balance on band ..................................................... .
Total. ........................................... .

l, 060 ·15

Novembn 1, 1872 ... B alance on hand .. ........ . ............. .... ........... .
October 4, 1873 . . • • . Drawn by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary and trustee, for in·
vestment ...•..• .......••. . .....•. ·...............•....

983 65

Total. ...•....••....•... ....... ....... ... • •• .•.•..

983 65

$75 48
1 02
983 . 65
1,060 15

983 65,
983 6~

"Proceeds of Sioux reservation in Minnesota and Dakota."
Treaty or act.-Sold in accordance with an act of Congress approved March 3, 1863, (Stat. at Large, vol. 12,
p. 819.)
Mode of sale.-Sold under the direction of the General Land•Office.

November 1, 1871 .•. BalAnce on books of lndian·OfficA . .. .......... ...... ..•.
The General Land•Office reports sales as follows during
the year:
In Minnesota, 40,463.29 acres, realizing (from October 1,
1871, to September 1, 1872) ................. $51,678 30
Improvements................ .•........ ..•.
250 00
Sold in D akota, 954.44 acres, dnrinll' August, 1872 l, 676 01

47 I

53,604 31

$173,.816 43
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"Proceeds of Sioux reservation in Minnesota and Dakota"-Continued.

There bas been brought on the books of the Indian• Office
as follows:
$1. 202 19
December 2, 1871. .. Warrant No. 499 .••..•• . .••..•.••..•.•.••.••••••.••..••.
8, lW 74
January :m, 1872 .••. Warrant No. 510 .•••••.•••••.•.•••.•••...•••.•.•••••.•• .
28,724 16
May 15. 1872 . ...... . \ \7 arrant No. 518 . ••..•.•.•..••• . •••..••..••••••••..••••.
9,984 40
September 16, 1872 .. Warrant No. 540 . ••.•. . .•.....•..••....•.••.••...••..•. .
From which tb~re bas been di~bursed since November 1,
1871. under the provisions of the .act of CongreRS ap•
proved March 3, 1863, as modified by the act of July
15, 1e10, a8 followH :
For the benefit of Santee Sioux:
November :5, 1871.. Barclay White, 8Uperintenden t .....•..•..••.••.•.••.•••...•..••.......
November 22, 1871 . . ..•. . do ............................................................. .
December, 1871 .. •. . Annuities, subsi~tence, &c ..•..••.......•••..••...•...••. . •..••..• ; •.. .
March 22, 1872 . ••••. Barclay White, superintendent ....•..•••••.•••.••..•.•.....••.....•••.
April 3, 1872 .•..••....... do .••••.•.••.••..••..•.•••...•••.••..•••••.•.•..•...••••....•••.
Jun e 13, 1872 ..•.••..•••.. do . ......•••.•..•.••.•••••.•••••.......••..••..•....••.••...•...
July 25, 1872 . ............. do .••..•....•..••..•••••.••••.....•..••••••• •. ..• .. ...•••••..••.
October 16, 1872 . . • . . ... . do ... ..........•....•..•.••........••.•••..••..•. ..• •...•..•.••.
November 11, 1871 . . Interior Department, transfer warrant-, for amount paid to .••••••••.•••.
late agent Balcomb on 8ettlement of bis account.
For the beuefit of Rioux of Lake Trav eroe:
December 8, 1~71 . . . Treasure r United States intcrnal•revenue tax .•••••.••••....••••••••••.
December 14, 1871 .. W. J. Worden, special commissioner, 8ervices .•••.••••••..••..•....•.•.
AnnuitieH, . ub8i,tence, &l, .•....••••.....••.......••..••..••...••.•.•..
November 11, 1871 .. Interior Department, tran~fer warrant-, for amount paid to .••..••..••••.
late agent Balcomb on 8ettlement of his account.
For the benefit of Sioux of D ev il's Lake:
November 11, 1872 .. Annuities, 8ubsi8tence, &c .....•.•••••..••••••••••••••••..•••••••••..•.
May 15, 1872.. .... . . W. H. Forbe8, agent . ......•..•..•..•..•••••.........••..•••••.••...•.
November 11, 1871 . . Interior D e partment, transfer warrant, for amount paid to . ••••••••..••.
late Agent Balcomb, on settlement of his account,
October 31, 1872 .•... Balance on hand .• ...•••.•...•••..•....•••••.••..•••••• ..••• ••.••..•• .

22[, 916 92

$1,809
4,867
10,979
12,319
1,000
5,894
2, 965
6,319
12

66
97
17
46
Qij

23
32
42
53

9 12
94 00
11,256 94
18 14
7,273 99
737 14
9 31
156, 350 50

2~1, 916 92

-====~=-

November 1, 1872 . . .
D <'cem ber 12, 1 U ..
January :SI, 1873 .••.
March 8, 1873 ..•. •• .
June 11, 1 73 ..•. .•.
June 12, 1 73 . ..•.. .
Auiiu~t 15, 1873 . ••
, eptember 13, I 73 ..
epti-mbn 1:1, 187:L.
Octobtir 7, l87J.••••••

Balance on band . ....•..••...••••...•.•.....••.•...••••.
156,350 50
,varrant No. 5:'\3, snles of lands ....•......• . ..•.......•..
5, 770 00
Warrant No. 557, MaleH of lands ..•......•.•••.•..•....•..
6,384 18
Warrant No. 56~, sales of lands . .......•.••..•.••.••..•• .
], 100 00
Warrant No. 57ti, salt>& of lands ...........••..•.•••.••••.
1,400 00
Warrant No. 578, 8ales of la nds .•....••••••.••..••.......
454 61
Warrnut No. 591, sales of land8 .•...••.....•..•...••..••.
3,826 01
~·arrant No. 594, sales of lands .•••••....•........••..••.
4!!2 40
Warrant No. 597, ~aleN of landR . •..•..••...•......•.•.•..
1,818 33
Warrant No. 598, ~al PS oflaodR .....•.•...•.•.......• .••.
3, 918 41
}'rom which there ha~ been disbursed since November 1,
1872, as follows :
For tbe b1,nefit of the Santee Sioux:
F eb ruary 5, 1 73 . ... Barclay White, 8operintendent .. •• ....•.• ••. ...•.•.•.....••..••..••••.
February 10, 1873 . ....•••. do ............................................................. .
May 1, 1873 . .•...••. . •.••. do .•.........•.........•.....•.••...••.•.•.••..•• . .•...••.•..•..
M11y 6, I 73 .... .•. • ••.. do .•.•••.••••.••..•..••...••••.••.••••.••••• .'••••. . ••.•••.•••• .
July 14, 187:l .. ..... .. ..... do ....••.••..•.••..•.. ...• ..•••..••..•..•••....••. .••.•.•...•• ..
September 18, 1873 .. . ... do . ...........•.........•..•..........•.••••...••. . •••.••...•...
ub~iR tenre, &c .......•........•.......•.••. •.••• . ••••. . ••......••.•.
For thP benefit of Sioux of Lake TraverRe :
July 23, lfl73 . ••...• . Jam s Smith,jr., Rpecial commissioner, services, &c .. ••.. ... •.••.•.•.••.
July 28, 1873 . •...•. . Tran~porting commissioners ..•........ .•••••.•••••..•••. .••• . •. ••...•.
AnnuitieH Hubsibtence, &c . ....•.......••.•.•..•..•..••••. .•••.•.••..•..
1''or the ben tfit of, ioux of D evil'~ Lake:
July 2'.l, 1 73 ••..••. James, 'mith,jr., ~pf'cial commissioner, services, &c . .••••. . .••••...•.•• .
July 2!', I 7:1 ••.•••. 'rra11 porting commi~sioners . ..•........•....•••..•••.....••.•••..••...
e1,tt-rnher 5, 1 73 .. :{~1:~;i~i~t.~tl:~~i~t~~~~.Pft.:::::::::: :::::::::::::::::: : : :::::::::::::
ctober 31, 1 73..... Balance on hand . .•...••.• . .......•••..•••.•.••.•..•.•.. . ....••....•..
181,514 H

Fulfilling fr aty with Cherokees-pl'oceecls of lands.
B11lanr on hand .••.•.•••• . ....•...••••.......••..•••..
10ount n·crived from sale of laud advertised for sale
,Jun 13, 11:!71.
'ninv · tt>d bulauc refunded by ecretury of Interior .••.

i~lrnJ~t;:;) : : : :: f:::: : : : : : :: : :: : : :: : : :: : : :i
J nn ry JI, I 7:l ••• WRrrant.·o. !l:i!l, from Airs of land, (trip) .••.••..••••..
l- bru r • 15, I 3... ,varrnnt. ·o. 5ti:J, from ale
lan1l!1, (atrlp) ..•.......•••.
I r b I.!, 1_ 7:J •••••• \\:arrnnt ;o. !'Jfi!l, from al of land~, (,itrfp) .• ••••••••••••
J n l I, I ,J. ... ... \\ rraol • o. 575, from ,at of laod , ( trip, .•••••••••....

or

$25:J 02

8,966 62
100 80
21 05
], 413 79
56
3 2:1
3,063 50
3,030 5
2,031 47
4,460 00

6, .(68
8,000
2,500
4, Ol8
400
1,569
4, 739

96
00
00
83
00

GO
54

260 ]6
54 60

21,059 71
]71
36
72l
18,493
113,018

44
40
56
15
49

181,514 44
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Fulfilling treaty with Cherokees, J-c.-Coutiuued.
June 11, 18i3 _.•••• ~
June 12, 1873 ...... .
August 15, 1873 .... .
September 13, 1873 _.
September 13, 1873 ..
October 7, 1873 ..••.
October 30, 1873 .••.
December 13, 1871 ..
February 12, 1872 ...
October 21, 1872 •••.

$7,080
6,449
12,847
8,242
16
63,874
38, 147

Warrant No. 575, fr0m sales of lands .................. - . J
Warrant No. 577, from sales of lands, (Rtrip) ............•.
Warrant No. 590, from sales of :ands, (strip) ...•••..•...•.
Warrant No. 596, from sales of lands , (strip) ........•..•• ~
W arrau t No. 596, refunded by Secretary of Interior ....•. :
Warrant No. 599, from sales of lands, (strip) ..•..•...•....
Warrant No. 602, from sales of lands, (strip) .••......•..•.
· Dispo8ition of funds :
Amount disbursed in payment for advertising sale of June
13, 1871.
Drawn by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary and trustee, for investment.
Drawn by Hon, C. Delano, Secretary and trustee, for investmeut.
I
Amount paid for expenses incurred in surveying the l
Ohero kee strip of laud.
.S
Drawn by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary and trustee, for in·•
vestment, being proceeds of sales of neutral lands.
And from proceeda vf sales of Cherokee strip, for investment on behalf of Cherokee Asylum, per act of Congress approved February 14, 187:3, (Stat. 17, p. 462.)
Drawn by Hon. C. Delano, Secretary and trustee, from
proceeds of sales of Cherokee strip, for investment ad
above.
Balance on hand, being proceeds of sales of the Cherokf'e
strip, of which $25,000 is applicable for the establishment of the Uherokee Asylum, (act of Pebruary 14, 1873,
Stat. 17; p. 462.)

38
40 ,
25 ,
37
50
74
17
$575 75
8,643 90
1,542 43

1

February 18, 1873 ·
April 8, 1873 .•••.
June 20, 1873 .••..
October 4, 1873 _•.••.

October 16, 1873 .••.
October 31, 1873 .••.

'
13, 3,47 97
7,096 88
26,796 87
48,203 13
53, sis 78

160, 025 71

160, 025 71

Fnlfilling treaty with Cherokees-proceeds of school-lands.
November 26, 1872 .. Warrant No. 547, sales of school-lands in Al abama ........
$127 28 ..... • ..••••
June 11, 1873 . ..••. . Warrant No. 575, sales of sch ool-lancls in Alabama . ..... ..
4l8 37
$545 65
October 4, 1873 .. _.. Drawn by Hon. C. DP-lano, Secratary and tru~tee, for in- . . . . . . . . ••• • . .
vestment.
l

-----545 65
545 65

-------=

1=====~1-

Fulfilling treaty with Cherokees-Proceeds of Osage
dimini~h ed reserve-land8 in KaQ,Sas, (transfer:)
,
October -, 1873 .•.. Warrant No.--, sales of Osage lands . ..•.......••....••.
October 4, 1873 . .••. Drawn by H<>n. C. Delano, S.-r.retary and truAtee, for inveBtment for th e b en efit of the Cherokee orphan fund,
in accordanr.e with the act of Congreos approved February 14, 1873, (Stat.17, p. 462.)

80,000 00
80,000 00

80,000 00 ,

80,000 00

Payment of Ch erokee national warrnnts.
from which funds
Paid in accordance with the 23d article of the treaty of July 19, 1866. Sources
were drawn for payment.
Periods during which payments were made.
From-

By whom paid.

To-

March 7, 1867 ...••. _ March 4, 1869 ...••. Hon. 0. H. 'Browning ..••.

April 1, 1869 . ••. _...
November 1, 1869 . ..
~ovember 1, 1870 ...
November 1, 187l. __
November 1, 1872 ...

NovembPr 1,
November 1,
November l,
November 1,
November l,

1869 ..
1870 .· .
1871..
1872 ..
1873 ..

Hon. J. D. Uox ..... •..••.
.. .... do_ .. ...• . .......•.
Hon. C. D elano ...•....•.
.•• .. . do ........••.......
...••. do .. •.•.•...•••..•.

Total
Proceeds of Proceeds of amount paid.
Cherokee sale of bonds
n eutral
held in trust.
lands.
$3,971
8,955
11,417
8,598

64 $90,914 02
9fi
16,581 25
90 . -.... -- . - . --74
3,552 00
915
-----···-···
..................
664 50

eo

---- - - Amount paid from proceeds of Cherokee neutral lands ............... 32,944 24

.Amount paid from proceeds of sale of bonds ..••...•.••.....•.•••.••.
Total amount of Cherokee funds expended in payment of Cherokee
warrants prior to date of this report _•.•••.••..••....•.•.••..•.•..

·----·
·- ---112,627 65

$32,944 24
112,627 65

·----··-···· ...............Ii

145,571 89

·······----·
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Six hundred dollars in United States bonds, loan of 1881, belonging to the Cherokee national fund, were sold, the proceeds of which, $681, were used in the payment of
Cherokee national warrants, amounting to $664.50, during the year ending November 1, 1873. The balance of said proceeds, $16.50, was refunded b,y the Secretary of the
Interior, September 13, 1873, aA will appear by reference to statement of account a Fulfilling treaty with Cherokees-Proceeds of lands."
Fulfilling treaty with Omahas-proceeds of lands.
Treaty or act of July 31, 1872.
The lands were appraised under instructions from the Department., and advertised for sale, on
sealed bids, to the highest bidder for cash. Bids were opened June 1, 1873. The whole
number of acres advertised was 50,000. But few bids were received. Total number of acres
awarded was 300.72, the proceeds of which amounted to the sum of $702.20. •rhis amount
was covered into the Treasury and brought upon the book8 of this office by appropriation
warrant No. 602, dated October 1, 1873, aud still stands to the credit of said appropriation .•.

$702 20

Account fulfilling treaty with Kansas Indians-proceeds of lands.
Treaty.-Article 4 of the treaty of October 5, 1859, (Stat .. at Large, vol ..12, p.1112. )
Mode of sale.-By awards made upon sealed proposals, invited by advertisement.
Wbolt> number of acres sold prior to November 1, 1871,
$53, 824 23
37,786.76, realizing.. ..................................
Receipts prior to November 1, 1871, under contract with
the Union Pacific Railroad of July 4, 1869, for right of
way, timber, &c.......................... .. . . ... . .. . .
14,000 00
All of wµich was distributed prior to date of last report . . . • • . . . . • . • . • • .
67,824 23

eptember 10, 1872 ..
September 21, 1872 ..
September 12, 1872 ..
October 31, 1872 .••.

Account for the year ending October 31, 18·7 2:
No sales since last annual report.
Rereived from Missouri, Kansas and Texas (formerly
Union Pacific Southern Division) Railroad, for right of
way, &c., under contract of July 4, 1869. ..••••.• ... • ..
7,563 09
Refunded by Hon. J. D. Cox, being a balance in hi8 hands
from amount drawn for iuvestment....................
5 79
Remitted to Enoch Hoag, su))llrintendent, to be expended
for the benefit of the tribe ......................................... .
Balance on haud ...... .................................. ............. .
7,568 88

November 1, 1872 ... Balance on band........................... .............
579
October 7, 1873 . . . . . ,varrant No. 600, being proceeds of sales of a portion of
the KanMas lndin.n diminished reservtJ lands in Kansas,
in accordance with act of Congress, approved May 8,
1 72. ( tat. 17, p. 86.) ............. ... ... • •• .. •• ......
9,084 09
eptember 19, 1873.. Amount remitted uperintendent Enc,ch Hoag, to pay
t>xpenses of appralsement .......................................... .
Oct-Ober 1, 1873 .. • .. Amount paid J. L. , harp, special commiR ion er, for services in appraising diminished reserve lands ......................... .
0 •tobe, 31, 1 13 ...

Bol•::,:: •.~••: ::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::.:::::: ....;:;~ ;;

1

bicl for, amounting to ... . ......
paid for in full at th dat of tbis r .p ort..................
for,; ·hi ·h account

1 for 1, -;3 .72, report cl for pat nt ................... _..... .

$67, 824 23
67,824 23

7,563 09
5 79

7,568 88

$4,590 8!J
1,200 00
3,298 99
9,089 88

:·2, 443

94
1, · 3 7'2
605 22
, 099 09

9,0

09
15 0

1,0<}

9
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. Account proceeds of Winnebago reservation in Minnesota.

Treaty ·or ·a ct.-Act of February 21, 1863. (St.at. at Large, vol. 12, p. 658.
.
.
Mode of sale.-Sections 2 and 3, of said act, provides for the sale, under the d1re~t10ns of~ the General
Land-Office, of the lands allotted to the Indian~, aM provided by the treaty of April 15, 18.>9. (Stat. at
Large, vol. 12, p. 1101. )
·
Account for the year ending October 31, 1872 :
Balance on hand........................................
$331 16
Warrant No. 5l0, sale of lands...........................
280 00
Warrant No. 518, sale of lands. ..........................
3~0 00
Warrant No. 541, sale of lands...........................
450 00
Paid to M. St. Cyr, guardian of three Indians ..............•...•...••...
Paid to Barclay White, superintendent, for the benefit of
the tribe .........................•.. -... - • • • - • • • • • • • • • · • · • · • · • • · · · • ·
July 1, 1872 .•••••.. Interior Department, transfer account, amount due agen~,
Superintendent A. D. Balcomb, on settlements of his
account ..... , ...•.................... . ......••.........•.. • - • •·· •··
October 29. 1872 .•.. Paid to M. St. Cyr, guardian of three Indians ......•.......•...•........
October 31, 1872 .••. Balance on haud ...................•.••..••...•. • · •··· •· • •·· •· · • •·· • •·

November 1, 1871 ...
January 30. 1872 .•..
May 15, 1872 ..•..•.
September 16, 1872 .
December 13, 1871 ..
March 23,.1872 .••••.

Total ..•..••..••.....................•.•...•...•..

1, 421 16

$3 21
607 95

145 18
85 57
679 25
l, 421 16

No change since November 1, 1872.

Accoiint fulfilling treaty with Winnebagoes, proceeds of lands.
November l, 1871.. ..
December 20, 18!71. .
March 23, 1872......
October 31, 1872. • • • .

Balance on hand . .......................... ... ..........
$681 90
Refunded by H.F. Denman, late superintendent..........
713 84
Paid by Barclay White for the benefit of the tribe .•.........•.•.••..•..
Balance ..•..••....•••.•••.........••. -• • • •• -• • • • • • • • • • - · · · · · · · · · · ... • ·

November 1, 1872 ...
November 26, 1872. .
January 31, 1873 ..•.
October 31, 1873 .••.

Balance on hand........................................
1,037 11
Warrant No. 549, from sales of lands.... . ................
120 00
Warrant No. 558, from sales of lands.....................
240 00
Balance on haud ...........•.•............•..• • • •· •····· • ·•·· ·· · ···· ··

Total ......•.••......•••••••...••.................

Total .......•......•...........•......•..••..•....

1,395 74

1,397 11

$358 63
1, 0;37 11
1,395 74

1,397 11
1,397 11

The sale of the Winnebago trust-lands authorized by the second article of the treaty
?f 1859, and the act of February 2, 1863, was commenced in July, 1863, and continued
m 1864, 1865, 1866, and 1867, during which period 29,152.03 acres were sold for the sum
of $66,216.43.
. .At the date of this report a sale is in progress for the residue of said land~, amountmg to 4,146,43 acres. The awards were approved October 2, 187:3, and will average
~3.60 per acre. Forty days having been allowed for payments to be completed, no
fonds have yet been received on account of this sale except the ten per cent. deposits
1·eceived with bids, and since placed to the credit of the respective parties officially
advised of awards in their favor.
On reviewing this report, I find it necessary to state that the various requisitions
drawn in favor of the Hon. Secretar.v of the Interior as trustee, &c., referred to in
accounting for the disposition made of the proceeds of the sales of the different classes
of Indian trust-lands, were for funds subsequently invested in Government bonds, in
~-ecordance with treaty stipulations ; and for further information in regard to said
investments, I have the honor to refer you to the annual trust-fund report for tha
present year.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
LONSYILLE TWITCHELL,
Trust-Fund Clerk, Indian Ujfice\
Hon. EDWARD P. SMITH,
Co1r1,misBioner qf Iridiart Affairs.
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o ... . ........ Pay of carpenter, farmer, blacksmith, miller, Fourteeutb article treaty Oct. 21, Vol. 15, p. 585, § h
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$720,000 -00

2,500 00
Do . ............ P;;?~t~f'.:s~~Y~nand teacher .. ............. .. .. ~~~~~ .............................. .. .. do ........ .
7,500 00
Do . .. . . . . . . . . . ThrPe installmentt;, for seed aud agricultural Three installments of $2,500 each Vol. 15, p. 583, § 8.
implt'ments.
due.
2,000 00
o. ...... . . . . . . Pay of a second blacksmith, iron and steel . . Eighth article treat,y Oct. 21, 1867.. Vol. 15, p. 584, § 8.
75,000 00
ricknroos, Gros• .Amount to be expended in such goods, &c., Seventharticle~reatyJuly27, 186G. Treaty not pub.
Ym1tres,nu1l:hlan. , as the President may from time to time de•
·
lished.
clans.
termiue.
30,000 00
,\ ssinnboines ............ do ............................................ do ... ................. . ............ do ........ .
50,000 00
Blackfeet, Bloods, ...... do ................................. ,..... Eighth article treaty Sept. 1, 1868 ........ do ........ .
nntl Piegans.
5, 500 ~00 , .
aln1l0oins, Molal• Five installments, fonrth series , of annuity One iustallmeut of $5,500 due .... •I Vol. 10, p. 1114, § 2, ............. .
Ins, and Clackn•
for beneficial plll'poses.
•
mas of w·mamette
,allfly.
'beyenoes and .Ar. Thirty inst.aliments, proYicled to be expeuded Tweuty.four installm en ts unap• 1 Vol. 15, p. 596, § 10
480,000 00 1············1·············
propriated, at $20,000 each.
umlel' teutb article treaty of Oct. 28, 1867.
pnhoes.
14, 500 00
Do ...... .. .... . Purchase of clot biog, same article .......... . .......... ................ ~ ............... do ........ .
Vol. 15, p. 597, § 13
7,700 00
Do ............ . Pay of physician, carpenter, farmer, black.
smitl1, miller, enizineer, and teacher.
:Po . ...... . ... · 1 Three instnl.l ments, for the purchase of seeds Three installments of $2,500 each I Vol. 15, p. 595, § 8.
and of agricultural implements.
due.
Do............. Pay of secoud blacksmith, iron and steel. ....................................... . Vol.15,p.597,§8.1
2,00000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Vol. l, p . 619 .......... : ................. , .... . $3,000 00 ...• . .......•
~~:~i~~wf~~it
~ssis·t~ ·1· T~i1~·e·. ·i;;;t~li;;~~ts;. ~£.
Vol. ~4, .p. 766, §3. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 1
18,000 00 1.......................
..
1
•'orte .Banu.
ant, fron, t-0ols, &c.
each, ll~appropri:i,~eq.

I
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Do . ........... . Twonty installments, for schools, instructing
Indians in farming, and for the purchase
of seeds, tools, &c.
·
Do .
Twenty installments of annuity, in money,
goo,Js, or other articles; in provisions, am.
munition, and tobacco.
ChippewRs of Lake Tweuty installmeuts, in coin, goods, imple.
m en ts, &c .. and for educatfon.
St])~1·i.~1:·........ . Twenty
installments, for six smiths and as.
sistants, iron and steel.
Do . ........... . Support of smith and shop, a,n d pay of two
farmers, during the pleasm·e of the Pres•
ident.
Do . ........... . Twenty installments, for seventh black•
smith, &c.
Chippewas of the Money, goods, support of schools, provisions,
.Mississippi.
tobacco, as pet· fourth article treaty Oct. 4,
184:2; eighth article treaty Sept. 13, 1854;
and third article treaty May 7, 1864.
Do . .... . ...... . '.l.'wo farmers, two carpenters, two smiths
and assistants, iron and steel; same arti.
oles and treaties.
·
Do ............ . Twenty installments, in money, at $20,000
each; third article treaty F eb. 22, 1855.
Do . ........... . T en installm ents for support of schools, in
promoting the pro,gress of the p eople in ag.
riculture, and assisting them in becomin,g
self.sustaining; support of physician and
purchase of medicines.
Do . ... ........ . Forty.six installments, to ·be paid to the
chiefs of the MiRsissippi Indians.
Chippewas of the Pay of two carpenters, two black smiths, four
Mississippi, and
farm.lalJoret·", and one physician, ten years.
Pillageraud Lake
Winnebagosbi sh
bands of Chippe·
was.
Do . ........... . For services and traveling expenses of a
board of visitors, not more than five per.
sons, to attend annuity payments.
•
Do .
To be applied for the support of a saw.mill
as long as the President may deem neces.
sary.
Do .
Pay of female teachers employed on the
reservation.
Chippewas, Pilla. Thirty installments, in money, $10,66/i.66 ;
ger and Lake
goods, $8,000 ; and for purposes of utility,
Winnebagoshish
$4,000.
bands.
Do , ... . ........ I Twenty installments, for purposes of edupa.
tion ; third article treaty Feb. 22, 1865.

Twelve installments, at $1,600
each, unappropriated .

19,200 00

.Annuity, $3,500; goods, &c., $6,500; , ............. . ... .
provisions, &c., $1,000; twelve
installments unappropriated.
One installment unappropriated ... 1 Vol. 10, p. llll, § 3, ............. .
...... do ............ .

Vol.10, p. 1111, §5, ............. .

Estimated.at ..................... I Vol.11, p. 1112 .. .

132,000 00
19,000 00
6,360 00

1,800 OQ

Three installments unappropri•
ated, at $1,060 each.
Three installments, 2d series, of
$9,000.01, to be appropriated.

3,180 00

Vol. 7, p. 592, § 4;
vol. 10, p. 1111,
§ 8 ; vol. 13, p.
694, § 3.
Three installmt:1nts, 2d series, at I..... . do ....... .
$1,400, to be appropriated.

27,000 03

One to be a ppr.opriated ........... · 1 Vol. 10, p. 1167.
§ 3.
Four installments of $11,500 to be ...... do ...... . .
appropriated.

20,000 00

4,200 00

1-4

z

t:1

1-4

p;,,.

z

4f:i, 0Q0 00

p;,,.
Twenty of $1,000 each to be ap•
propria ted.
Two installments of $7;700 to be
appropriated.

1

Vol.16, p . 548, § 3

20,000 00

Vol. 13, p. 694, § 6, ..... •·

15,400 00

...... do . ... . ... .

480 00

.... .. do .... ·. ... .

1, OQO 00

Vol. 13, p. 694, § 13

1,000 00

Eleven installments to be appro.
priated, at $22, 666.66 each.

I Vol. IO, p.1163, §3

Oue installment to be appropri·
ated.

I.• .•. . do

......... ,.

249, 333 26

3, 000 0.0
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Dt•scription of l\nnnities, &c.

Number of irn~talln1onts yet nuap•
propriated, explanations, &c.
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laws: Statutes
at Large.
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Vol. 13, p. 668, § 3.
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'hlpru.,,vns of RNl $10.000. as annuity, to be paitl per capita to
Lnko ontl Pt>m• 1 the Red Lake band, and ~5,000 to the Pem·
binn tr I be of
hi1m band, during the pleasure of the
('hippew11>1.
Presideut.
Do. . ........... Fifteen installments, of $12,000 each, for the
purpose of supplyiuo- then.1 with gilling·
twine, cotton maitre, linsey, blankets, &c.
Do ............ Jt'ifteen rnstnllments, to pay one blacksmith,
phrsicinn, &c., miller, farmer, $3,900; iron
and steel, aucl other articies, $1,500; car.
pentering, &o, $1.000.
Do . . . .......... Fifteen installments, to defray the expenses
of a board of visitors, not, more than thtee
.
persons, to attend nnnnity payments.
'hoctn~ s . . . . ...... Pt•rmanent annuities .. .......... . ........... .

t]'g·s
~
o·s

$15,000 00

w

t_zj

0

Estimated, Red Lake baud $8,000,
and Pembina band $4,000; five
installments to be appropriated.
:Five installments to be appropri•
atecl, at $6,400 each.
Fiv-e installments to be appropri·
atecl, at $390 each .
2d article treaty Nov. 16, 1805,
$.1,000; 13th articlE' treaty Oct.
18, 1820, $600; 2d article treaty
Jan. 20, 1825, $6,000.

Vol. 13, p. 669, § 3., .......... . .. .

~

$60,000 00

t_zj

1--3
Vol. 13, p. 690, § 4-., .•••••.••..••.

I-•··· .clo

......... , ............. .

>

32,000 00

11 950 00

Vol.7, p.99,§2; , . ..... . ....... , ............ .
vol. 11, p. 614, §
13; vol. 7, p. 213,
§ 13 ; vol. 11, p.
614, § 13.
Do
Provisions for smitlis, &c .
. . , 6th article treaty Oct. 18, 1820; 9th Vol.7,p.212,§6; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
article treaty Jan. 20, 1825.
vol. 7, p. 236, § 9.
Do .
Interest on $390,257.92; articles 10 and 13
Vol. 7, p. 236, § 9 ; 1. . . . . • . . . . . . . . 1. . . • . . . . . • •..
treaty January ~2, 1855.
vol.11, p. 614, §
13.
'onf'ederatetl tribes Five im~tallments, for beneficial purposPs, at One installment of $4,000 to be
Vol. 12, p. 964, §2. , ...... . ...... .
4,000 00
aud bauds in Mid·
the direction of the President, treaty of
appropriated.
die Oregon.
June 25, 1855.
Do ............ . Fifteen installments. for pay ancl subsistence One installment of $3,500 to be
Vol. 12, p. 965, § 4. , .. .. . . ....... .
3,500 00
of oue farmer, blariksmitli, wagon and plow
appropriated.
maker.

~
~

I•••••••••••• I·••••••••••••

$9, fiOO 00 , ........... .

0

1-:,:J
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920 00
19,512 89

1--3
$390,257 91!

t_zj
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Do . ............ 1 Twenty instal!ments, for pay and subsistence / Six installme11ts of $5,600 yet due . I..... . do ......... , ............ _.
of one ph~•sioian, sawyer, miller, superin•
tendent ot farming, anu scbooi.teacher.
Twenty
installmeuts, for salary of head chief. Six installments, of $500 each, yet ...... do ........ .
no .
due.

33, 600 00

3,000 00

'ro~i::
:: :::::::::,.~~~~Ji.~~~ ·a-~~~~~~~~::::::::::::::::~::::::: i~=:~~ t~g~ lh~ri~i::::::: :: :: ::: ;~}: ;: E: ~~:~LI::::::::::::: :I::::::::::::::
Do . .................. do . ........... .......................... Treaty January 24, 1826 ........... Vol. 7, p. 287, § 4 ............... .... ......... .
~~: :::::: :::::: ~~!~f~v~!i;ft ::;~·a:~~~t~::: :::::: ::: ::::::: -T~~~t~ J;~.24·, is26·,~~-dA~g.-7,i°s"5°ii. ·v~1};.2s1:rc ::::::: ::::::: ·::::::: ::: :::
11, p. 700, § 5.
1

0

1, 500
3,000
20,000
1,110
600

00
00
00
00
00

TOI.

Do .

.Allowance, during the pleasure of the Presi- February 14, 1833; August 7, 1856. Vol. 7, p. 419, § 5;
840 00
dent, for blacksmiths, assistants. shops and
vol. 11, p. 700, §5.
tools, iron antl steel, wagon.maker, ednca270 00 1
tion, and assistance in agricultural opera•
o600 00 I
tions,&c.
.
.Au.,ust7, 1856 ..... . .. .. .......... Vol.11,p.700,§5.
l,OOO 00 ), ........... .
2,00000 1)
.
Interest on $200,000, held in trnst, 6th article .August 7, 1856 .................... . ..... do ...................... .
10,000 00
treaty August 7, 1856.
Interest on $675,168, held in trust, 3d article Expended under the direction of I Vol. 14, p, 7861 § 3.
33; 758 43
treaty June 14, 1866, to be expended under
the Secretary of the Interior .
tbe direction of the Secretary of the Interior.
For supplying male persons over fourteen Treaty of May 7, 1868 ............. I Vol. 15, p. 651, § 9 .
23, 973 00 I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • • • • • • •
years of age with a suit of good, substan•
tial woolen clothing; females over tweh-e
years of age, a flannel skirt or goods to
make the same, a pair of woolen hose, cal.
ico aud domestic; and boys and girls under
the ages namerl such flannel and cotton goods
as their n ecessities may req nire.
For the purchase of such articles from time ...... do
...... do ........ .
10, 000 00
to time as the necessities of the Indians
may indicate to be proper.
For pay of physician, carpenter, miller, en• . . . . . . do ............... . .......... · Vol. 15, p. 652, § 101
6, 600 00
gineer, fanr:er, and blacksmith.
Twenty installments, for pay of teacher, and Sixteen installments of $3,000 each Vol. 15, p. 651, § 7 .............. .
48,000 00
for books and stationery.
yet due.
Blacksmith, iron and steel, and for seeds and Estimated ........................ Vol.15, p. 651, § 8.
3,250 00
agricultural implements.
For the purchase of such beneficial objects . .. . . . do .... .. ..................... I Vol.15, p. 652, § 9.
20,000 00
as the condition and necessities of the In.
dians may require.
·
For interest on $37,095.25, at five per centum, Senate r esolution January 19, 18:18. I Vol. 7, p. 327, § 1;
1,954 76
being the value in part of thirty.six sec.
vol. 10, p. 1049,
tions of land, set apart by the treat,y of
§5.
1829 for education.
Twenty installments of $150,000, to be ex- Six installments to be appropri- Vol. 12, p. 928, §
27,000 00 , . .......... .
pended under the direction of the Presi.
ated.
6.
dent.

I{

Do .
Do ............ .
,urows ............ .

Do ............ .

"Do .. -•........ .
.Do . ........... .
Do ............ .

.<Do.··········· ·
:J)eJawares . ....... .

.D'Wamish & other
allied . tribes in
·washington Ter•
:ritory.
Do ....•.. ...... I Twenty installments, for agricultural school
and teachers.
·

490,000 00
22 200 00
000 00

12;

I

·200, 000 00
675,168 00

zH
0
H

z~
~
1-:r;
1-zj
~

I-<

~

T/2

1

Six installments, at $3,000, to be
appropriated,

Vol. 12, p. 929, §
14.

18,000 00

37,095 25
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D11<niption of annuities, &c.

Xnn1N• of triu11...

Reference to
N um ber of installmenf:s yet unap- · laws: Statutes
propriated, explanatious, &c.
I at Large.
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Six installments, at $500 each, yet
due.

I

Six installments, at $4,600, to b e
appropriated.
Six installments, at $2,100 each, to
be appropriated.
-

•w·nmiHll and oth- Twl'oty iustnllrueots, fur a smith and carpener nl!it•tl tribt•R in
ter shop and tools.
\\'nshint,rton Ter1itory.
Do ..... __ ... _. Twcut:y instnllmeuts, for blacksmith, carp en ter, !'armer, and physician.
Flnthenlls & other Twenty installments, for agricultural and
o o u f oder ate d
io<lustrial school, providing necessar.v furttibos.
nitnre, books, stationery, &o., and for the
employment of suitable instructors.
Do .. ·-······-·- Five installments, 4th seriE>s, for beneficial
objects, under the direction of the President.
o . _. _.... ___ . Twenty inatallments, for two farmers, two
millers, blacksmith, gnusmith, tinsmith,
carpenter and joiner, and wagon and "()low
maker, $7,400; and keeping in r epair blacksmith's, carpenter's, and wagon and plow
maker's shops, $51)0.
Do .. ____ .. ____ -1Twenty installments, for keeping in repair
flom-lng allll saw mill, and supplying the
necessary fixtures.
Do .. - - - - . - - - - -1 Twenty installments, for pay of physician,
SL,400; keeping in repair hospital, and for
medicine, $300.
Do .. - - - .. - -- - - 1'l'wenty installments, for repairing buildings
for various employlls, &c.
Do . . -.. - . ______ Twenty installments, for each of the head
chiefs of the Flathead, Kootenay, anu Upfer l~end ll'Oroille tribes, at $500.
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do - - - - • - - - •

27, 600 00

Vol. 12, p.977,§ 5 .

12,600 00

~

Five installments to be appropriated, at $3,000 each.

I Vol.12, p.976, § 4.

15, 000 00

0

Six installments of $7,900 yet to b e
provided.

Vol.12, p.977, § 5 .

47,400 .00

1-'.3

1-'.3
~

~

t:Il

t_rj
H

Six installments of $500 to be pro- 1- --- __ do . - - - .. - vided.
.

::i, 000 00

Six installments of $1,700 to be ap- 1- ____ .do .. - - . . - - . , . __ . . _____ . _..
propriated.
.

10, 200 _00

Six installments of $300 each yet 1· - - - - • do · · - - · · · - · 1·: - - - - - - · · - - c •
due.
Sixinstallmentsof $1,500 each to ·-- --·d9 ----··--· ----·······-·-·
be provided.

1,800 00
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I $35,000 00
ros V OU fros ... ••. A.mount to be exponded in snch goods, pro. I Treaty not published .. . .... . ..... ,.•....
visions, &c., as the President may from
time to time determine as necessary, per
8th article treaty of July 13, 1868.
$2,875 oo.
Io"as.: .. . . . ...... . Interest on $57,500, being the balance on .................................... Vol.lO,J>.107.1, §9 • • • • .............. - I .. • .. • ..... • • .. • .... ..
$ 157,500.
10,000 00
Kansas ........... . Interest on $200.000, at five per centum .......................................... Vol. 9, p. 842, §2
4,797 29
Kickapoos . ....... . Interest on $95,945.95, at five per centum .... -~·-·· .......... ... .... ............ Vol.10, p.1079, §2 . . . . . . . . . . . : : : 1· · · ·
lGamatbs and Mo• Five installments of $5,000, 2d series, to be Two installments to be provided .. Vol.16, p. 708, §2
expended under the direction of the Presi•
tlocs.
deut.
·
15,000 00
. ..... clo .... . ... . ,.
Do ........... . Five installments of $,1,000, 3d series, to be I Five installments due .
expended under the direction of the Presi•
dent.
13,000 00
Do ...... . .... . Twenty installments, for repairing saw.mill Thirteen inst.allmen ts of $1,000 I... ... do . _....... , ............. .
each yet due.
and buildings for blacksmith, carpenter,
wagou and plow maker, ruanuaJ.labor
school, and hospital.
18,000 00 , .... -· ..... .
Do ... .. ...... . For tools and materials for saw and flour Twelve installments to be appro. J Vol. 16
mills, carpenter's, blacksmith's, wagon
priated.
'
and plow maker·s shops, books and sta.
ti.onery for manua].]abor school.
42,000 00
Do .... . . .. ···· Pay of superintendent of farming, farmer, l:even installments of $6,000 each I Vo~.16, p. 709, § ,5
blacksmith, sawyer, carpenter, and wagon
yet due.
and plow maker.
Do .. . ........ . Pay of physician, miller, and two teachers, Twrlveinst,allmentstobeprovided, 1··-···do ........ , ............. .
43,200 00
:t'or twenty years.
at $3,600 each.
:Makahs ........... . Ten installments, being the 5th series, for Six to be appropriated, at $1,000 Vol. 12 p. 940 ~ 5
6,000 00
beneficial objects, under the direction of
each.
'
'
the President.
Do ..
Twent.y installments, for agricultural and in• Six installments to be appropriated, I Vol.1'2, p. 94 1, § 11
45,600 00
dustrial schools and teachers, for smith
at $7,600 each.
and carpenter Rhops and tools, and for black.
smith, carpenter, farmer, and physician.
M enomonees ...... . Fifteen installments, to pay $242,686, for ces• Seven installments of $16,170.06 Vol. 10, pp. 1065
113,190 42
yet due.
sion of land.
and 1067, § 5.
Miamies of Kam,as. Permanent provisions for smith's shops and Say $9<10 for shop and $600 for mil- Vol. 7, p. 191, § 5
' 1,540 00
ler.
miller, &o.
Do ........... . Twenty installments upon $150,000,3d article Six installments of $7,500 each yet Vol.10, p.1094, § 3
treaty June 5, 1854.
due.
Do .... ....... . Interest on $50,000, at the rate of five per
..... . do ........ .
2,500 00
centum as per 3d article treaty June 5, 1854.
Miamies of Indiana Interest on $221,257.86, at .five per centum per I June 5, 1854 ........ _............. . Vol. 10, p.1099, § 4
11,062 .89
annum.
Miamies of Eel Permanent annuities
4th article treaty 1795; 3d article Vol. 7, p. 51, § 4 ;
1,100 .00
River.
treaty 1805; 3d article treaty
vol.7,p.91,§3;
1809.
vol.7, p.114. § 3.
Molels
Pay of teacher to manual.labor school, ancl Treaty December 21, 1855 ........ . Vol.12, p. 982, § 2
3, 000 00 I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • I • • • • • • • • • • • •
subsistence of pupils, &c.
Mixed Shoshones, To be expended in such goods, provisions, Treat,y Septeµi.ber 24, 1868 .. . ..... J • • • • • • ·
35, ilOO 00 ··, ...... · · · · · • · ·
Bannocks, and
&c., as the President may from time to
SJ:Jee:p•Eaters.
time cletermiJ?,e as proper.

................... ,. j .................

~

io; ooo ·oo ·

1•-···········
$57,500. 00
200,000 00
95,945 95
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30,800 00

5Q, 000 00
22J, 25-7 86 ·
22,000 00
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Statement sltowing llte present liabilities of the United States to Indian tribes, '.f·c.-Continued.
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For snch articles of olothing, or raw mate.
rials in lieu thereof, seeds, farming iruple.

I Treaty of June 1, 1868 . ........... ·I Vol. 15, p. 668 ... ·1

$45, 705 00

F~eri:· :~~chase of such articles (lS from
timo to time the condition and necessities
of the Indians may indicate to be proper.

I... -. . . . . do .............. .. - ...... I...... do ........ .

14,000 00

Ul
t_zj

a

~
t_zj

····1··········<10 ·······················1

o. · ·· ·· · ..... . Forpayoftwoteaohers ........ ..........
Vol.15,µ.668,§61
2,000 00 .
_e installments, 3d series, for beneficial ob• One installment to be appropriated, Vol.
12, µ. 985,§ 4 .............
Nc7. Porc~s ....... . Fiv
jects, at the discretion of the President.
$6,000.
103,200 00
Dv .. .......... . Twenty installments, for two schools, &c., Six installments to be provided, at . ................. , ...... . ...... .
pay of superintendent of teaching and two
$17,200 each.
teachers, supe1intendent of farming and
two farmers, two millers, two blacksmiths,
two gunsmiths, tinner, carpenter, wagon
and plow maker, keeping in repair grist
and saw mill, for necessary tools, pay of
physician, repairing hospital and furnish•
ing medicine, &c., repairing buildings for
employes, and tho shops for blacksmith,
tinsmith, gunsmith, carpenter, wa~on and
plow maker, providing tools therefor, and
pay of head chief.
Do . ........... . Sixteen installments, for boarding and cloth• I Eight installments of $3,000 each \ Vol. 14, p. 649,§ 4 , ............. .
24, 000 00 I . • •••• ••••••I · • • •
ing children who attend school, providing
to be provided.
school, &c., with necessary furniture, pur•
chase of wagons, teams, and tools, &c.
Do.
Salary of two subordinate chiefs .. ...... .. .. . Treaty June 9, 1863 .............. ·1Vol.14, p. 650.~ 5
Do.
Fifteen installments, for repairs of houses, Eight installments unappropriated, Vol.14, p. 649,§ 5
~~~. ~~
2
mills, shops, &c.
at $3,500 each.
Do ............ . Salary of two matrons for schools, two assist- Treaty June 9, 1863 ............... Vol.14, p. 650,§ 5
7,600 00 , ............. .
ant teachers, farmer, carpenter, and two
millers.
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l1:1qually, Puyal- Payment of $32200 in graduated payments, I One installment to be appropriated / Vol. 10, p. 1133, § 4, .••••••••••••.
as pill' troaty .uecember 26, 1854.
1
8

1, 000 00

I .••••••••• ·• I••• •••• • • • • • •

}:i~os a~t1

b~ ~
of Tndiaue.
Do ......... .. . ray of instructor, smith, pl1ysiuiao, carpenter, &c., for twenty years.
Do ........... . Suppol't of an agricultural and industrial
school, smith and carpenter shops, and
providinJ! necessary tools therefor.
Northern
Chey• Purchase of clothing, as p er sixth article
treaty May 10, 186tl, thirty years.
ennes and .Arapahoes.
Do ... . .. . .... . T en installments, to be expended by the Sec.r etary of the Interior for Indians roaming,
and in the purchase of such articles as
may be deemed necessary.
Do ........... . For the last of four installments, to furnish
flour and meat.
Do .. .... ..... . Pay of teacher, carpenter, miller, farmer,
blacksmith, engineer, and physician.
Omahas .... .... ... . Fifteen installments, 3d series, in money or
otherwise.
Do .. . . . .... . . Ten installments, to pay engineer, miller,
farmer, and blacksmith, keeping in repair
grist and saw mill, suppol't of blacksmith•
shop, and furnishing tools.

One installment to be provided for. jVol.10,p.1134 , § 10., ...• ... . •.. . . .
... .. . clo

••••••••l••••••clO • • • • • • • • • / • • • • •• • •• •••••

Twenty·five installments t,) be ap· 1 Vol.15, p. 657, § 6
propriatecl, of $15,000 each.

15,000 00

Five installments to be appropri . ...... clo ........ .
ated.

18, 000 00

One to be appl'opriated, at $66,576. \...... do ....... . .

66,576 00

Estimated

Vol 15, p. 658, § 7

7,700 00

Nine instaUments to be appropriated, at $20,000 each.
Estimated, engineer, $1,200; miller,
$900; farmer, $900; repair of mill
and support of smith-shop, $600 ;
two installments of $4,500 yet
clue.
Resolution of the Senate to treaty
J a nuary 2, 18i!5.
Treaty September 29, 1865 . ....... .

Vol. 10, p. 1044, § 4

Do ... ........ . For iron and steel and other n ecessar y arti•
oles for shops, and p ay of two blacksmiths,
one of whom is to be tin and gun smith,
and compensation of two strikers and ap·
prentices.
,
Do ........ ... . Farming utensils and stock, pay of farmer,
miller, and engineer, and compensation of
apprentices to assist in working the mill,
and keeping in repair grist and saw mill.
Poncas ....... .. .. . Fifteen installments, 3d series, to be paid to
them or expended fo1· their benefit.

H

180,000 00

zt:j

~. 000 00

z

H

Vol.10, p. 1045, § 8, ............. .

Say for iron or steel, $500 ; two
blacksmitl.Js, $1,200; and two
strikers, $480.
Estimated . . . . . ... .. ...... . . ..... I Vol. 11, p.

::--::---

Vol. 7, p. 242, § 6
Osages ........... . Inter est on $69,120, at 5 per centnm, for educational purposes.
Vol. 14, p. 687, § 1
Do ........... . Interest on $300,000 at 5 per cent-um, to be
paid semi-annually, in money or such ar·
t10les as the Secretary of the Interior may
direct.
Ottoes and Missou- Fifteen installments, being the 3d sories, in Nine to be appropriated ........... j Vol. 10, p. 1039, § 4, ...... ....... .
money or otherwise.
rias.
Pawnees ..•......•. .Annuity goods, and such articles as may be Treaty September 24, 1857 .... .... . j Vol.11, p. 729, § 2
n ecessary.
Do ..•..... . .. . Sutn!!it: manual.labor schools and pay .... . . clo ....•..
Vol.11, p. 730, §3
11,200 00

1;_0

6,700 00
1,500 00

$3, 456 00

$69,120 00

15,000 00

300,000 00

l'zj
",j

>
H
~

rn
81, 000 00
30,000 00

2,180 00

no, § 4

4,400 00

Fifteen installments of $8, 000 each / Vol. 12, p. 997, § 2 , . . ...... .
yet due.
•

120, oco 00
-:i

~

~
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Statement sholl'i11g the p1'esent liabilities of the United States to Indian tribes, J·c.-Continued.
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Names of tt-lbrs.

Description of annuities, &c.

Reference to
Number of installments yet unap• 1 Jaws: Statutes
propriatecl, exvlanations, &c.
at Large.
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Poncns ........... . I Amount to be expended duriug tbe pleasure
of tbe President, for aid in agricultural
and mechanical pursnits.
Pott:n,atomlrs .. .. . Permanent annuity in money
Do ............ ...... do .... .
Do ........... . ...•.. do .... .
Do ......••...... . ... clo .... .
Do .... . ....... . ..... do .................................... .
l)o •. . . . . . . . . . . For educational purposes, during the pleas•
ure of the PresidPnt.
Do . . . . . . . . . • . . Permanent provision for three blacksmiths
and assistants, iron, steel, &c.

l

Treaty March 12, 1868 ............. I Vol. 12, p. 998, § 2
August 2, 1795 ........ .
September 30, 1809
October 2, 1818 ........ .
Sep tern ber 20, 1828 .. . ............ .
.July: 29, 1829 ..................... .
September 20, 1928 ............ ... .

October 16, 1826, ................. .
September 20, 1828 .
.J ul_y 29, 1829 .•....•...............
ermRnent pro-vi.s~on f?r furnishiug ~alt .... ·1·•••••do • • • · · · - · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·
no············ PPermanent
prov1s10n for paymeut of money September 20, 1828 ......• .... .....
Do ........... .
in lieu of' tobacco.
June 5 and 17, 1846 . .............. .
Do ........ . .. . For interest on $168,123.85, at 5 per centum ........ do .......................... .
Pottawntomfos of Permanent annuities . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . • . ... . . . November 17, 1808
Huron.
Qunpaws ..•....... For education , smith, farmer, and smith• $1,000 for education; $1,660 for
switll, &c.
shop, during the pleasure of the President.
Qninnielts and Quil• ~25.000, 5th series, to be expended for bene• One installment of $1,000 to be
providecl.
ficial objects.
lebutes.
Do ........... . Twenty installments, for an agricultural and Six installments to be appropri•
ated, of' $7,100 each.
industrial school, employment of suitable
instructors, support of smith aud carpen•
ter shop, and tools, pay of blacksmith,
carpenter, farmer, and physician.
Rogue RiYers ..... . Ffre installments, in blankets, clothing, One installment of $3,000 still due.
tarming utensils, &c.

Vol.
Vol.
Vol.
Vol.
Vol.
Vol.

p.114,
51, 34
7,7, p.
7, p. 185, 3
7, p. 317, 2
7, p. 330, 2
7, p. 318, 2

Vol. 7, p. 296, 13
Vol. 7, p. 318, 2
Vol. 7, p. 3:.!l, 2
Vol. 7, p. 320, 2
Vol. 7, p. 318, 2
Vol. 9, p. 855, ~ 10
Vol. 9, p. 855, § 7
Vol. 7, p. 106, § 2
Vol. 7, p. 425, § 3
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$7,500 00
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$261 47
130 ~4
653 67
522 94
4, 183 48

$5,229 39
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2, 660 00

1· . . . . . . . . . . . . .

737 34

114
78
8,406
400

39
44
19

00

~
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79
39
79
59
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14,746

,9

0

2,287
1,568
168,123
8,000

80
79
85
00

5,000 00
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2,614
13,073
10,458
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Vol.12, p. 972, § 4

$1,000 00

i;,j
....,

Vol.12, p. 973, § 10, . .•......•....

42,600 00

0

3,000 00

pj

:R Ivor Cro,vs ...... • / Amount to be expanded in suoh goods, pro• 1 j uly 15, 1868 ........... .. ........ . , Vol. 16, p. 349, 97 /
visions, &c., as tbe Pre1:1ident ruay from
Snos nnd Foxes of
Mis11issippi.
Do ...... •.•....
Do ......... ... .
Sacs and Foxes of
Missouri.
Do . ........... .
Seminoles ......... .

30, 000 00 1· ...... - ...... , .. • ..••..... , . ........... .
,
ti1De to time determine.
1, 000 00
20,000 00
Pe1·manent annuity.......................... Treaty November 3, 1804 ......... Vol. 7, p. 85, § 3 .. , .............. , ............. .

Interest on $200,000, at five per cent ........ · 1 Treaty October 21, 1837 ......... . · 1 Vol. 7. p. 541, § 2 . , .............. , •. •. • • • ...... .
Interest on ~00,000, at five per cent ......... 'l'reaty October 21, 184~. . . . . . .. . . . Vol. 7, p. 596, § 2 ..•••••.•••••...•.•.•.••..•..
Interest on $157,400, at :five per cent ......... Treaty October 21, 1837 ........... Vol. 7. p. 543, § 2 ... ......................... .

10,000 00
40,000 00
7,870 00

200,000 00
800,000 00
157,400 00

Trl"aty March 6, 1861 ............. · j Vol. 12, p. 1170 . .. , ............. :1 · • • • • • • • • • • • • •
$25,000 annual annuity............ Vol.11, p. 702, § 8 ............ . .............. .

580 71
25,000 00

·11, 615 25
500,000 00

Interest on $11,615.25, at five per cent ....... .
Interest on $500,000, eighth article treaty
Aug-ust 7, l!:156.
Do ............ . Interest on $70,000, at :five per cent. per an•
num.
Senecas ........ . .. . Permanent annuities ..... .

Support of schools ..........•.. , .. [ Vol. 14, p. 757, § ~

Do ............ .
SenecasofNewYork
Do ............ .
Do.

I

70,000 00

September 9 and 17, 1817 .. ........ Vol. 7, p. 161, § 4 ; ... ... ....... . , ............. .
1,000 00
20,000 00
vol. 7, p.179, § 4.
1, 660 00 1· · · · · · · · · · · · · · 1· · · · · · · · · · · · 1· · · · · · · · · · · · ·
February 28, 1831 ............ •... . Vol. 7, P· 349, § 4 ·
February 19, Hl41 ................. Vol. 4, p. 442..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .•.•.........
6,000 00
120,000 00
Act ,June 27, 1846...... . . . . . . . . . . . . Vol, 9, p. 35, § 3 .. ~..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3, 750 00
75, 000 00
. ..... do ................................. do . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2, 152 50
·43, 050 ·oo
·
1,000 00
Treaty September 17, 1818 . ........ Vol. 7, p.119, § 4., ....... ...... . , ............. .
20,000 00

Smith and smitb•shops and miller . . . . . . . . . . .
Permanent annuities . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .• •.. . . .
Interest on $75,000, at five per cent um . . . . . . .
Iuterest on $43,050, transferred from the Ou.
tario Bank to the United States Treasury.
Senecas and Shaw. Permanent annuity ..........•.............. .
nees.
1, 060 00
Do ............ . S1;1pp~rt of smiths, and smitb-s~ops
T;.eaty .July ~0, 1831 ............
Vol. 7, p. 352, § 4.
Senecas, Shawnees, Fi ,Te mstallments, for blaoksm1th and assist. Last appropriated ....... _................ .. .... _.. .
QuRpaws, Peorias,
ant, shop and tools, iron and steel for same,
Ottawas, Wyan.
for Shawnees.
dotts, and ot.hers.
Do ...... ...... . Six installments, for blacksmith and neces• O~e installment to be a,p propriated, ........ . . . .. . _... , ... - ...... . . .
sary iron, 1c1teel and tools, for Peorias, KaR•
kaskias, &c.
Shawnees ......... . Permanent annuity for education ...... ····~· August 3, 1795; May 10, 1854 ...... Vol. 7, p, 51, § 4 ..
Do ............ . !uterest ?n $40,000, at :five per cent .......-... Aug!1st3, 1795 ..... -........ ·:·.. . Vol. 10, p. 1056, §3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Shoshones- West- Twenty mstallments, of $5,000 each, under Ten mstallmentsto be appropnated Vol. 13, p. 557, § 7........
_. . ... .
1
ern band.
the direction of the President.
Shoshones - East- Twenty installments, of $10,000 each, under . .. .. . do ........................... Vol.13, p.177, § 5...... - •.......
ern baud.
the direction of the President.
Shoshones-North. Twenty installments, of $5,000 each, under ...... do ........................... Vol.13,p.663,§3 .... , . . ...... . ;
western band.
the direction of the President.
Shoshones- Goship Twenty installments, of $1.000 each, under ...... do_ ....... _....... --·._ ...... Vol.13, p. 682, § 7.............. .
band.
the direction of the President.
Shoshones and Ban. For t,h e pure base of clothing for men, women, Estimated .... .... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vol. 15, p. 676, § 9.
13, 374 00
nacks.
and children.
Do.
For th~ purchase of such articles as may be .... .. do . .. ....... ..... ............. . .... do . . . . . . . . .
30, 0J0 00
considered proper by the Secretary of the
Iut,crior.
Do ............ .
For
pay of farmer,
physician,
carpenter. teacher, 1······do.
Vol.15,p.67n,§101
6,800 00
engineer,
and ulacksmith.
Do ..... ....... . Blacksmith, and for iron and steel for shops ....... do ........... ... ... _.. •. ,. _.. Vol. 15, p. 676, § 8
2, 000 00
Do.
For the purchase of seeds and farmingimple• Two installments to be provided ....•............ ............. - . - .
ments.

······:···I

3,500 00
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50,000 00

3,000 00
2,000 00

!:d

60,000 00
40,000 00

?1

100,000 (10
50,000 00
10,000 00

························-·1
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laleme11t showing the present liabiiities of the United States to Indian tribee, 4·c.-Continued.
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Nnmt',- ortrihw.

Jkiicri11tion of annuities, &c.

Number of installments yet nunp.
propl'iated, explanations, &c.

Refereu ce to
laws : Statutes
at Lm·ge.
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112

c,S

~so;;:::
For Bannack~:
Vol. 15, p. 676, § 9
SbN1hon<'S nnd Ban • Purchase of clothing for men, women, and Estimated
children.
nncks.
........ , ...... do ........ .
l>o . ············ Purchase of sncb articles as may be consid. . ..... do ...... .
ered necessary by the Secretary for persons
roaming, &c.
For seells and agricultural implements, &c . . Three installments to be appropri,
Do.
ated.
Vol. 15, p. 676, § 10
o •. ..•••••.•• • I Pny of physician, carpenter, miller, teacher,
engineer, farmer, and blacksmith.
Six N l\tions of New Porwanent annuities in clothiug, &c ........ 1 Treaty .November 11, l'l'94 . ....... ·1 Vol. 7, p. 46, § 6
York.
Sisseton and Wah. .Amount to be expended in such goods and February 14, 187:J, estimated .. .... , ....... ....... . •..
other articles as tho Prosideut mn.y from
peton of La k e
time to time determine.
Trn.,erse and
De,il's Lake.
ionx of different For second of three installments for the pur• I Two iustallmouts of $15,000 each I Vol. 15, p. 638, § 10 .
chase of seeds and agricultW'al implements.
yet due.
'
tribes, including
Santee 8ioux in
Nebraska.
Do ............ . Pnrchas(I of clothing for men, women, anrl Twenty.six installments of$159,400
yet due.
chiltlrl'n.
Do ........... . Blacksmith, and for iron and steel. ......... . Estimated ........ ... ............. I Vol.15, p. 638, § 8
Do .. .......... . For such articles as may br considered neces• Twenty-six installments of$236,000
yet due.
sttry by the Secretary of the Interior for
persons roaming.
Do ............ . Physician, fi,e teachers, carpenter, miller, Estimated
Vol. 15, p. 638, § 13
engineer, farmer, and blacksmith.
S'Klnllams ........ . Tweuty installments, being filth series on Six installments dno, graduated . . ·1Vol. 12, p. 934, §5 ,.
~60,000, to be expended uncler the direction
of the Secretary of lhe Interior.
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Do ...... . ..... .

Twenty installments for agl'ioulturn,l andiu. Sixillst.al lm entsof$7,100 yet .:lue .. J • • • • • • do ........ .
42, 600 00 I· · • • • · · • · · · · I · • • • • • · • • · · • •
dusLrinl school, pa.) 'ut' teacher, blacksrnith,
o~rpenter, IJh_ysioian, and farmer.
500 00
D.)......... . .. . Snnth, oarpontor.sl1op, and tools .. ·: ... , .•...
720 00
i>·..6.15: ·§· io
Taboqnaoho band J>urcbase of iron, steel, and tools for lJlaok•
smith.sl1op and pay of blacksmith and
~ of Utnhs.
assistant.
. ....... , Vol.15, p. 621, § 11
220 00
H Ta'>eqnnobe, Mn• For iron and steel and necessary tools for ...... do ...... .
l>lacksmith•shop.
ache, Capote, We.
minuche,Yampa,
Grand River, and
Uintah band of
tes.
Do ..... ....... . Two carpenters, two millers, two farmers, ...... do ..
Vol. 15, p. 622, § 15
11,000 00 ,...... . ....... , .... ... . .... , ... ·········
one blacksmith, and two 1;eachers.
Do.
Thirty installments of $30,000, to be ex. Twent_y.fiveinstallments of$30,000 / Vol.15, p. 622, § 11 I............ . ·1 750,000 00 , ............ , ............ .
penaed under the directiou of the Secre.
still due.
tary of the Interior, for clothing·, blank•
ets, &c.
Do ..... : ....•.. Annual amount to be expended, under the
...•.................... , Vol. 15, p. 622, § 12
30, 000 00 1• • • • • • • • • • • • • • I· • • • • • • • • • • . I • • • • • • • . • • • • •
direction ot' the Secret.ary of the Interior,
in supplying said Indians with beef, mut.
ton, wheat.flour, beans, &c.
Umpquas andCala• Twenty inst:.i,llments of annuit,y, for bene. One installment to be provided .... 1 Vol.10, p. 1126, § :l, ...••......••
1,.000 00
:ficial ohject,s.
pooias, of Ump.
qua Valley,Oreg.
Do ............ . Support of teachers, &c., for twenty years ... One installment of $1,450 yet due· I Vo], 10, p. 1127, § 3 . . . . • • . . • • • • • •
1,450 co
Walla•Walla, Cay. Five illstallments, third series, to be ex. One installment to be provided, at Vol. 12, p. 946, § 2 1 ............. .
4,000 00
use, and Umatilla
pended under the direction of the Presi•
$4,000.
tl'ibes.
dent.
Do.
Twenty installments, for pay of two millers, Six installments of $11,200 each/ Vol.12, p. 947, §4 , . ... .... ... .. .
67,200 00
farmer, superintendent of farming opera•
still due.
tions, two school teachers, physician, black.
smith, wagon and plow maker, carpenter,
and joiner.
Do . ........... . Twenty installments, for mill fixtures, tools, Six installments of $3,000 ea ch 1 · . . . do ...... • •. • •,. · · · · · · · · · · · ·
18,000 00
medicines, books, stationery, furniture, &c.
yet due.
Do.
Twenty installm ents, of $1,5U0 each, for pay Six installments yet due .......... Vol.12, p. 947, §5 ,............. .
9,000 00
of head 'chiefs, three in number, at $500 per
annum.
Winnebagoes ..... . For interest on $886,909.17, at 5 per centum
No,ember 1, 183.7, and Senate Vol.7,p.54.6 ,§4 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44,345 46
886,909 17
per annum.
amendment .July 17, 1862.
Do.
Thirty installments of interest on $75,387.28, Three installmen'ts of $3,769.36 Vol.9,p.879,§4.. ..............
11,308
08
1
1
at 5 per centum per annum.
still due.
Do . ........... . Intereston$78,340.41,at 5 per centumperan.
3,917 02
78,340 41
nurn, to be expended under the direction
of the Secretary of the Interior.
Wal•pah.pe tribe of Ten installments, second series, under the
Eight installments of $1,200 each Vol. H, p. 684, §7., ..... ..... .. . .
9,600 00
Snake Indians.
direction of the President.
still due.
Yankton tl'ibe of Ten installments, of $40,000 each, being sec•
Five installments of $40,000 each Vol. 11, p. 744, § 4., .. . ....... ... .
200,000 00
Sioux.
• ond series, to be paid to them or expended
yet due.
for their b enefit.
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Six iustallments to be provided, at 1 · . • .clo .......... •, . ..... . ...... •
Do . ........... .
$300 each.
Six
in stallments to b e provided, at .... do ........... , ............. .
Do ............ .
$500 each.
. ... tlo ........... , ............. .
Do ........... . . Twenty installm ents, for keeping in repair I...... do.
the blacksmith's, tinsmith's, gunsmith's,
carpenter's, and wagon and plow maker's
shops, and furnishing tools.
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}?fro instnllrnonts, third series, for benflficial
objC'cts, uutlor the direction of the Presi.
dent.
Twenty iastallmeuts, for two schools, one of
which is to be nn agricultural and ind us•
trial scbool, keeping the same in r epair,
and providing books, stationery, and fur.
nituro.
Twenty installments, for superintendent of
teaching:, two teachers, superintendent of
farminl!,", two farmers, two millers, two
blacksmiths, tinner, gunsmith, carpenter,
and wagon and plow maker.
Twenty installments,_ f~r keepin_g_in repair
hospital, and furmshrng mechcmes, &c. ,
pay of physician, r epair of grist ancl saw
mill, and furnishing tbe necessary tools.
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INDIAN .A.FF AIRS.

Table comprising a list of the several Indian agencies, with the names of the agents and the
.
number of Indians at each agency, in the various States and Territories.
State or Terrritory.

Agency.

New York ••••.•••••••. Forestville •••••·•••••••.••...
MwifshciOgllSlll
~· ••••·••••••• ••••••••••••••·. Lansing .••••••.••••••••••••.
La Pointe . . • • • • • • . . . • • • • • • • .
Green Bay • • • • .. . . . • • • . • • . . .

Agent.

Number
of Indians.

Daniel Sherman .•••••••••••.••••••••.
George I. Betts ••••••.•••••.••••..•..
Isaac L. Mahan • • • . • • • . . • • .
5, 125
Thomas N. Chase . • • • • • • • • .
3, 000

Iowa .••.••.•••••••••••• Sac and Fox .•••••••••.••.. . A. R. Howbert .•••••.••••...••••..••.
Minnesota.............. Chippewa ..••••..•••.••••... E. Douglass.. ..............
4,547
Red Lake . • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • . . R. M. Pratt.................
1, 141
Charles H. Roberts ..••••••.
Taylor Bradley .•••...•••••
T. T. Gillingham .•••.••••••
William Burgess .•••.•••••.
J. W. G1iest ...•.•.••••••••.
Joseph Webster •••.•••.••••

316
1,522
1,001
2,376
447
917

Kansas ..•.•••••••••.••. Kickapoo ...•••••.••••••••... B. H. Miles .•••••.•••.••.•••
Kan sas or Kaw.............. M. Stubbs ..•.•.••.••••..••.
Pottawatomie .•••..••.••••.. M. H. Newlin .••••••••..••.

274
533
483

Nebraska •••••••••••••. Great Nemaha ..•••.•.••••••.
Winnebago .•••• , ••••.•••••..
Omaha .•••••••••••••••••....
Pawnee .•.•••..•••.•••••••.•
Qttoe .••••••••••.•.•.•.. •..•
Santee •••.••••••...•••.•••..

Indian Territory .••.•••. Quapaw ••••••••••••.••.••..
Neosho .••..••..•••..•.•. •. ..
Sac and Fox ..•.••..••••••...
Kiowa and Comanche . ••.....
Wichita.....................
Upper Arkansas ..•••.•.•.•..
Cherokee ...••..••..••••••...
Choctaw ..•..••..•••.••.••..
Creek.......................
Seminole . • • • . • • • • • • • . • • • • . . .

H. W. Jones .•••••.••••••••.
J.T.Gibson .• •......•.••••.
John H. Pickering .••.••••••
J.M. Haworth .•••..•••.••.
J. Richards . ••••••.••..••••.
J. D. Miles .••..••••••.••••.
J.B. Jones ..•••••..•••••••.
Albert Parsons ...••••.••••.
Edward R. Roberts ..••...•.
H. Breiner .•••••.••...••••.

1,219
2,823
1,136
5,002
1,528
3,970
17,217
22,000
13,000
2,438

New Mexico ........... . Navajo......................
Mescalero Apache . • • • . . . • • • .
Cimarron . . . . . . . . • • . . . • . • • . . .
Southern Apache ..•.••.•••..
Pueblo ..•......... •..• . •.. ..
Abiquiu.... . . • • • • • . • •• • • • . . .

William F. M. Arny .••.•••.
Samuel Bmhnell ..••••..••.
Thomas A. Dolan .•••••.••.
B. M. Thomas .•••••.•.•••..
E. L. Lewis •••••• ...••••••.
William D. Crothers .••..••.

9,114
1,875
1,210
500
7,879
1,270

J. G. Gasmann ..•.•.•.••••.
H. W. Bingham ..•..••••••.
E. A. Howard . •••••.•••.•• .
Ed. Palmer ..• ..••.••• •••••.
L. B. Sperry .. ..••••••..••.
H.F. Livingston ...•••.••••.
C. P. Birkett . .•.•••.•••.••.
J.P. Williamson ....•••.••.

1,947
1,540
1,020
6,000
5,000
6,269
2,103
3,000
738
250

Colorado ••••••...•..••. White River .•••.•.••.•••... J. S. Littlefield ..•.•.•.••••.
Los Pinos ....••..•••••.••... C. Adams .••..•.•••.•.•••••
Denver . . . • . • . • •• • • • . . •• • • . . J.B. Thompson .•• .••• ..•• .

800
3,199
350

Arizona ................ Pima and Maricopa..........
Colorado River .••. . ••..•....
Moquis PutJblo . .• . . • . .. . . . . .
Papago . . . . • • . . . . . . . • . . • • • . .
Camp Verde .. ••....•...••.. .
Camp Apache ......•...•.•..
Chiricahua ...... . ... • •.••.. .

J. H. ~tout ...•••..•••..•••.
J. A. Tonner ........••.•••.
William S. Defrees ..••...•.
R. A. Wilbur ....•.......••.
J. Williams . •• ....•••••.•• .
J .E. Rob erts . ..... ..••. .••.
'I'. J. Jeffords ....... .••...•.

4,326
8,024
], 700
6,000
2,058
2,814
1,100

:\fontana . .•••••.•. .. : . . Blackfeet ......••••.....•....
Crow and Lemhi Farm ..•... .
Milk River .....•...•.•.••...
Flathead ..•..•..•..••...•...
Fort Belknap................

R.F.May ........ . ........ .
Jmnes Wright . .•.•. .. .....
William W. Alderson .....•.
D. Shanahan ..•.......•..•.
W. H. Fanton ..••...•••..•.

7,500
4,877
10,625
1,821
7,130

Wyoming . • • . • • • • . . . . . . Shosh"nee and Bannacks..... J ameH Irwin ...•• •.. •• •..•.
RtJd Cloud................... J. J. Saville .....•.•••••.•• .

1,024
9,177

Dakota .•••••••••...••. Yankton ..•••.. •. ..• .•••.•..
Sisseton ..•••••.•••••.•.•••..
Devil's Lake .•••. ·••.•.•••...
Cheyenne River . . • • . • • . • • . . .
Whetstone . • . • • • .•• . • . . • • . •.
Grand River ..•••••••••..•...
l!'ort Berthold . . • . . • . . . . . . • . .
Upper Missouri, (Crow Creek).
Ponca.......................
Flandreau, (no report) .•••••.

M. N. Adams . ..•••.••••.••.
William H. Forbes ••••.•••.

E. M. el-ibson .•••••.••. . ..•.
J. H. Wilbur ...... . .•......
Ed. Eells . ......•.......•••.
E. C. Chirouse ....••.• ...••.
G. A. Henry ...•.•......•
J. A. Simm~ . ..•.. . ......••.

5,141
9,167
8,125
335
5,688

6,579

I, 290

70,333

21,848

27,867

4,349

26,022

31, 953

Utah ••••.••...••....•.. Uintah Valley ..•....••...•.. J. J. Critchlow .••...•. . ..•..••.••....
Idaho • • • . • • • • • • • • . • • • . . Fort Hall . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . H. W. Heed . . . • • . . . • . . • . • • .
1, 500
Nez Perce .. •.. .. .. •. .. ... •. J .B. Monteith..............
2,,807
Wahington Territory .. Neah Bay ...................
Yakama.... . . . . • . . .• • . . . . . .
S'Kokomish . . • . . . . • . . . . . . • . .
Tulalip . . . . . . . • . • . • . . . . . . . . .
Quinnielt . ....•••...•.•..... .
Colville .....................

Total.

10,201
1, 7L8
4,307

604
3,000
875
3, tlOO
554
3, :349
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
List of the sevei·al Ind:ian agencies, g-c.-Continued.

Agency.

State or Territory.

Agent.

Number
of Indians.

Washington Territory .. Puyallup .••.••••••••.••••••• None, (farmer in charge) •••.
Chehalis.... • • • .. • •• • • . • • • • • None, (farmer in charge) •••.

1,200
600

Oregon .••••••.. • ••.•••. Warm Springs . •• .. ••• .......
Grand Ronde ................
Siletz ........................
Umatilla •••.••••.••••• H....
Klamath ~............. •.• • • • .
Alsea ••• • •• . • • • • .. • • • • • .. • ..
Malheur . • . • . . . • • • • • . . . . . • • .
Not under any agent, (esti•
mated.)

626
924
1,058
837

John Smith ••••••••••• • •••.
P. B. Sinnott .... . ......... .
J. H. Fairchild . ........... .
N. A. Cornoyer •••..•••••••.
L. S. Dyar .••.•.....••••••.
In chal'ge of employe ......
H. Linderville •••••..••••••.
........................... .

Total.

13, 782

1,120
343

1,200
3, ouo

9, 108

California • • • • • • . . • . • • • . Hoop a Valley • •• • • • • • • • . • • • . E. K. Dodge .•.••.• _•••••••.
Round Valley .••.••.• ~ •.•••. J. L. Burchard .•••.•.•••••.

irf:o~i-~~~::::::::::::::::::
.~: ~·.:.
Not under any agent, (esti- ........................... .

08
• ~.~~~~:::::::::::::

725
1,119
317
4,000

15,000

mated.)
Nevada................ Pyramid Lake............... C. A. Bateman ........... ..
S. E. Nevada ................ George W. Ingalls ......... .
Not under any agent, (esti- .••.. ." .......... . .......... .
mated.)

20, 161
6,000
3,000
4,204

Indians in North Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia,Florida, and Texas,
n ot under an y agent,
(estimated. ) .... . . . • • • . . • . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . • . . . . . .. . • • • . • . . . . . • • . • • • . . • • . • • • • • • • • • . . .•••..••.

13,204

2, 000

